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tcQcratioa. 


AViNO  been  favoured  with  the  &ir  fheets  of  the 
original  of  the  following  voyage  by  the  Au- 
thor, M.  Fleurieu,  we    have  judged    that   an 
£ngii(h  edition  of  it  might  not,  perhaps,  be  alto- 
gether unacceptable  to   the  public.     The  plan  of 
the   work  is  fo  fully  explained  in  the  following 
Ij^txojduction  as  to  render  it  unneceflary  for  us 
to  fay  a  word  on  that  fubje£t.     On  comparing  our 
tranflation  with  the  original,  it  will  be  found  that 
we  have  moft  fcrupuloufly  followed  our  Author 
from  the  beginning  of  his  Introduction  to  the 
erd  of   the   JauRNAL  of    the  Route.       This 
comprifes     the    whole    of    the   Narrative    of 
Marchand's  voyage,    and    the  Notes  relating 
to  it.     The  two   volumes    of  natural  hiftory,  de- 
fcriptive  of  the  birds,  fifhes,  &c.  &c.  Teen  in  the 
courfe  of  the  voyage,  being  intended  more  as  a 
vehicle   of   inftrudtion    to  navigators  in  general, 
than  a  freih  fource  of  information  to  perfons   al- 
ready  verfed  in  that  intereding  fcience,  we  have 
thought  that  thofe  who  might  be  defirous  vi  reap- 
ing in  fo  extenfive  a  field  would  prefer  confulting 
the  original  tp  having  recourfe  to  a  tranflation; 
and,  for  that  reafon,  we  have  declined  rendering 
ihem  into  Engliih.    Imprelfed  with  the  fame  idea, 

we 
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we  have  omitted  the  "  Recherches  fur  les  Terres 
"  Aujirales  de  Drake,  et  un  examm- critique  du  Voy- 
•*  age  de  Roggeween  ",  which,  together  with  the 
"  Syjieme  metriquejiechml  oblique  a  rHydrographle 
**  et  aiix  calcuh  de  la  NavigatioHy*  may  be  confider- 
ed  rather  in  the  h'ght  of  an  Appendix  thaiv  ^ 
forming  an  integral  part  of  the  original  work. '  ^ 
In  the  general  chart  exhibiting  the  Solid£.'s 
track,  as  well  a:  in  the  text,  we  have  adherB4,tp 
the  new  hydrographical  divifion  and  nomenclature 
propofed  by  M.  Fleurieu.  This  part  of  our 
Author's  labour,  which  he  pow  offers  to  the^worFd 
at  large,  was  firftfubmitted  to  the  National  Inftitufe 
of  Arts  and  Sciences  and  to  the  Board  of  Littngi- 
tude  of  France,  and  iht  judgment  of  Jm  peers  has 
proclaimed  the  corre£lnefs  of  h;s,ykws  and  the 
clearnefs  of  his  conceptions.  ;'piofe:, who,  may 
wifh  for  further  information  on  thi$:  head,  or  may 
be  defirous  of  analyzing  the  Author's  motives,  fox 
this  innovation,  will  find  them  detailed  in  the  *^  OA. 
"fcrvations  fur  la  divifion  hydrographique  du  Globe, 
**  et  changemens  propofis  dans  la  nofwnclature  gene- 
*'  ral?  et  particuUcre  de  l* Hydrograpfjie,**  given  in 
the  fourth  volume  of  the  4to  edition  of  the  original. 
Whatever  may  be  their  opinion  as  to  the  changes 
propofed,  we  will  venture  to  predif):  that  th^y  ca^ 
not  but  commend  the  Author  for  his  e^ofts  to- 
wards the  improvement  of  hydrography.  Of  the 
ether  charts,  &c.  we  have  fupprefled  fuch  as  wer£ 
either  copies,  the  originals  of  which  «irg  to  be  found 
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in  the  narratives  of  our  Engliih  voyages,  or  as, 
from  fubfequent  information,  have,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  become  fuperfluous.  Thefe  different  fup- 
prefiions  have  enabled  us  to  make  a  proportionate 
reduftion  in  the  price  of  the  Englifli  work,  without 
having  in  the  fmaUeH:  degree  leffened  its  value  to 
the  genera/  reader. 

Some  perfons  may,  perhaps,  be  alfo  of  opinion 
that  we  might,  without  impropriety,  have  omitted 
the  NoT£s ;  but  when  it  is  confidered  how  much 
the  fafety  of  navigation  depends  on  a  knowledge  of 
the  adion  of  the  currents,  and  that  this  attempt 
of  M.  Fleurieu  to  afcertain  their  diredlion  and 
velocity  in  the  courfe  of  a  circumnavigation  of  the 
globe  is  the  firft  of  the  kind  which  has  met  the 
public  eye,  we  flatter  ourfelvcs  that  we  (hall  be  jufti- 
fied  for  their  infertion  by  the  approbation  of  every 
friend  to  fcience,  every  thinking  man;  and  we 
are  the  more  confirmed  in  this  opinion  from  the 
fame  idea  having  been  recently  fuggeiled  by  an. 
able  navigator  of  our  own  nation*.    What  indeed, 

♦  can 

*  Captain  William  Bligh  has  publlflied  a  chart  exhibit- 
ing the  track  of  the  D'treHor  under  his  comtnand,  in  a  voy<' 
age  to  St ^  Helena  vcA  back  to  EnglaMd^  with  the  direflion  of 
the  carrcntt  and  their  eife^^. 

In  the  Remarks  annexed  to  hit  chut,  Captain  Bligh 
obferves  that,  *'  If  a  feries  of  ihip's  tracks,  in  different  parts 
**  of  the  ocean,  ^were,  in  fuch  a  manner,  corredtiy  laid  down 
*♦  it  is  evident  that  the  velocity  and  dire^Hon  of  the  cul^ 
*'  rents  would  be  afcertained  without  any  material  error, 
**  and  a  diilin^  account  be  given  of  them. 

«*  The 
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can  be  more  interefl:Iiig  to  a  maritime  people^ 
whofe  very  exiflence  depends  on  their  co^imerce,' 
than  the  advancement  of  an  art  u^hich,  while  it 
is  one  of  the  mofl  folid  foundations  of  their  prof- 
perity^^  at  the  fame  time  cements  the  ties  of  focial 
intercourfe  between  nations?  What  friend  to 
humanity  can  withhold  his  tribute  of  applaufe 
from  the  hydrographer,  who,  from  the  recefs  of 
his  clofet,  defcribes  thofe  paflages  from  which  he 
is  feparated  by  thoyfands  of  leagues ;  announces 
the  nature  of  the  bottom  of  the  fea  and  the  varia-^ 
tions  of  its  depth  i  dehneates  the  windings  formed 
by  the  reefs  and  ihores;  calculates  the  power, 
and  traces  the  direction  of  the  currents,  whether 
general  or  accidental ;  points  out  with  precifion 
the  treacherous  flioal  inceflantly  covered  by  the 
vrvres,  and  thus  concealed  from  the  eye  of  the 
cautious  mariner  ?  Will  it  not  indantly  occur  to 
the  contemplative  mind,  that  the  day  may  come, 
perhaps,  when  a  parent,  a  fon,  a  huiband,  a  bro- 
ther, a  friend,  may  be  called  by  fate  into  fuch 
dangerous  feas ;  and  that  unfaithful  narratives  or 

«The  foundation  of  this  Map,"  continurs  be,  **  it  the 
*<  true  plan  of  the  (hip  every  day  at  noon,  or  as  often  as  it 
<'  can  be  afcertalned,  and  the  place  faithfully  and  impartially 
•<  found  by  the  log ;  that  is,  the  true  difference  of  latitude  and 
« longitude  made  every  day,  and  the  difference  of  latitude  and 
**  longitude  found  by  account,  without  any  corre£Uon  but  for 
**  leeway  and  variation  of  the  coropaft.  The  difference  be- 
**  tween  them  ihould  be  the  effeft  of  the  current." 
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incprred  charts  may  lead  him  to  fliipvi'reck,  to 
certain  deflruftion  ?  Can  we  then  refufe  our  ad- 
miration and  gratitude  to  the  fage  who  flops  him 
on  the  brink  of  the  precipice :  the  man  who  ne- 
ver beheld  thofe  feas,  thofe  (traits,  thofe  iflands, 
thofe  fand-banks,  or  thofe  rocks^  traces,  in  the 
midft  of  fuch  accumulated  danger,  a  fafe  route ; 
and  reafoning,  which  combines  and  reifies  obfer- 
vations,  becomes  a  furer  guide  than  obfervation 
itfelf. 

Such  are  the  reflections  which  prefent  them- 
felves  to  us  in  anfwer  to  the  objections  that  may 
be  Aarted  by  thofe  fuperficial  obfervers  who  are 
ever  eager  to  blame  what  they  do  not  give  them- 
felves  the  trouble  to  examine,  as  if  the  deter- 
mination of  the  latitude  and  longitude  of  a  point  of 
the  globe  whither  trade  calls  our  (hipping,  or 
the  pofition  of  a  (trait  through  which  our  navi- 
gators muft  neceffarily  pafs,  could  be  determined 
with  too  great  a  degree  of  precifion.  In  this  point 

of  view,  the  "  Analyfis  of  the  general  chart  of  the 
**  two  Straits  fituated  between  Banc  a  and  Billi. 
*•  TON,  known  by  the  name  of  Caspar's  Strait 
"  and  Clement's  Strait",  as  well  as  the  reCtificar 
tion  of  feveral  points  of  geography,  muit  be  con- 
sidered as  a  valuable  acquifition. 

The  general  merits  of  the  original  work,  it  is 
not  our  province  to  determine  j  but  it  appears 
to  us,  that,  however  great  an  enthufiaft  M.  Fleu- 
Rii^u  may   be  ior  the   honour  and  profperity   of 

Franc£, 


ADVERtlSEKiENT. 

f  rAn6£»  he,  neverthelefs,  gives  to  evety  natioii 
what  belongs  to  it,  and,  like  a  true  philanthropic, 
never  lofes  fight  of  the  general  intereft  of  mad- 
kind.  Crimes  he  condemns  without  referve> 
faults  he  blames  without  bitternefs,  fa£h  he  re- 
eftabliihes  without  palfion,  and  errors  he  detects 
without  ill-humour.  We  ihall  only  add  that  it 
has  been  our  endeavour  to  transfufe  into  our  lan- 
guage the  fenfe  of  the  Author,  whofe  reputation, 
however,  (lands  too  high  in  the  opinion  of  his 
countrymen  to  be  aSe£led  by  the  inferiority  that 
may,  perhaps,  be  found  in  this  undertaking  *. 

*  The  firft  conful  ofFranee,  a*  Prcfident  of  At  Nationd 
Inftitute  of  Arti  and  Sciences,  has  fent  a  (iipcrb  copy  of  the 
original  to  the  Royal  Society  of  London, 


London,  July  the  loth,  1801. 
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nptti  Nc'RYH-WEir  coaft  of  AMEfeiCA,  lepariteci 
from  Europe  by  a  vaft  fea,  and  by  a  great 
continent  albrtg  the  eaft  fide  of  which  the  navi- 
gator mad  range  as  far  as  the  fifty^fevetith  ot 
fifty-eighth  degree  of  fouth  latitude,  was  not  known 
till  a  long  time  after  its  north-east  coaft,  fitU'* 
ated  on  the  fame  parallels  as  the  north-west 
coaft,  had  been  fubjcfbed  to  the  European  yoke» 
and  even  undergone  fevefal  revolutions  which 
have  only  occafioned  it  to  change  its  mafters, 
without  ever  re'eftabliftiing  Nature  in  the  enjoy* 
ment  of  her  rights.  The  lapfe  of  three  centuries 
has  not  yet  been  fufficient  to  bring  us  acquainted 
with  all  the  weft  coaft  of  North  America;  the 
difcovery  of  it  has  been  made  by  parts,  and  at  pe- 
riods remote  from  each  other*  An  interruption 
of  a  hundred  years  had  caul'eJ  the  fuccefs  of  the 
firft  attempts  to  be  forgotten  ;  and  there  was  a 
neceftity  for  difcovering  anew  what  had  already 
VOL.  I.  a  been 


^      .  IMTRODUCTIOW.  ' 

been  difcovercd.  It  was  not  till  about  the  middle 
of  the  prefent  century  that  the  trace  of  former 
expeditions  was  refumcd;  and  it  may  be  faid 
that,  prior  to  this  period,  we  merely  knew  that 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  muft  ter- 
minate on  the  Great  Ocean;  but:  we  were 
not  even  certain  that  the  Old  and  the  New 
World  did  not  form  to  the  northward  a  continueji 
land,  nor  were  we  aflured  that  each  continent  was 
alargeifland.  .      . 

Before  I  give  an  account  of  the  Voyage  round 
THE  Would,  performed  in  1790,  91,  and  92, 
by  Captain  Etiennb  Marchand,  commander 
of  the  (hip  SoLiDE,  the  firft  which  the  merchants 
of  France  have  ventured  to  fend  towards  thatN 
diftant  coaft,  I  ihaU  briefly  recall  to  mind  the 
ancient  discoveries  which  obtained  us  the  firfl: 
notions  of  that  part  of  the  New  Continent.  I 
fliall,  in  going  back  to  the  time  of  each  dif- 
V  eovery,  endeavour  to  diftinguilh  what  motive  de- 
termined each  expedition  i  and  I  fhall  gradually 
come  to  the  voyages  of  our  time,  the  fuccefs  of 
which  has  given  rife  to  new*  fpeculations  in  com- 
merce. The  greatnefs  and  the  difficulties  of  the 
undertaking  mud  have  attached  to  it  a  fort  of  at- 
tra^ion  ;  but  the! j  operations,  advantageous  in  the 
outfet,  and  as  long  as  they  were  not  counteraded 
by  immoderate  competition,  would  not  promife  for 
the  future  a  profit  capable  of  balancing  the  rifles  and 
coinpenfatin^  the  expeiile,  if  they  were  not  com- 
bined 
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bined  with  ptudence,  and  re(tri£ted  to  limits  which 
cannot  be  exceeded,  without  the  adventurers  ex- 
pofmg  themfelves  voluntarily  to  unavoidable  loiTeSk 

Co R TBS  had  conquered  and  fubdued  Mexico 
by  the  (Irength  of  his  genius,  perhaps  ftill  more 
than  by  the  Aiperiority  of  European  arms ;  but 
Charles  V,  fatisfied,  for  the  moment^  with  the 
treafures  which  this  fird  conqueft  infured  him,  or 
too  prudent  to  intrufl  to  Cortes  a  great  poWer 
in  the  new  empire  which   he  had  juft  given  to 
Spain,  wiihed  to  render  him  ufelefs  in  order  that  • 
he  might  not  be  dangerous.     In   graSnting  him 
great  titles  of  honour,  he  limited  his  authority  to 
the  idle  command  of  troops  reduced  to  inaction, 
forbad  him  to  engage   in  any  military  expedition 
on  the  continent,  and  authorized  him  only  to  aim, 
out  of  the  country,  at  a  new  kind  of  glory  in  ma* 
ritime  expeditions.     This  ardent  fpirit,  which  had 
hitherto  been  occupied  by  great  conceptions,  ac* 
cudoined  to  thole  brilliant  and  unhoped-for  fuc- 
cefles  which  Fortune  always  keeps    out    of  the 
reach  of  common  men,  became  reftlefs  in  the  fet» 
ters  which  a  fufpicious  monarch  wiihed  to  put  to 
his  ambition :  ne\V  projefts  were  no  fooner  con* 
ceived  than  executed  ;   and  he  threw  himfclf  with 
ardour  into  the  fole  career  that  jealous  authority 
left  open  to  his  active  dlfpofitlon.     Already  had  he 
caufed  the  Ifthmus  of  Dartsn  to  be  viftted  by 
his  lieutenants,  in  order  to  afcertain  whether  it' 
would  not  be  poflible  to  triumph  ovei;  the  ob- 

a  2  ilacles 


ir 


isTKoDuctioir; 


i 


a«,es  Wxhrnture  ''^'^'J^Zi  he  caufed  .he 
of  ,het»o  Oo.ANs;  .Iteady  ^^  ^^^^.^^^ 

eft  COaft   of  NOKTU  AM.R  c  ^.^^^ 

„„t  -aSord  .  free  F«fS'  '"         f„  ^oth  attempts. 

be  confined  himieu  Mexico  fituated  on 

bc„,adefr<«<^.«.;P»-J^Xs-e«fuc. 

ceffively  equ.pped  ,   b^t  ^^^^^ 

commanders    "(l  '"'""'^f^^,,,,  having  gratified 

without  a"y""Pf".f,,rin  fome  meafure.  by 

:''-*'""^mr^.ol!rhe«a,notac. 

:     this  ftnes  6f  .U  fucceU  „„9,iifulnefs 

cullomed,  and  «l*«h  h"  "fP"  ^^^  <,f  ,he 

ana»a„t^.p.;^v«a„c..n^^-»^^^^„„^ 

operations,  •«•  537.  ^^^  ^„„„,„a  «f  the 

ment  which  he  put »  ^ 

Chevalier  F-VNCSCO  D.U.^.o,.  ^^^ 

tation  had  been  «<,u'red  by  long  ^^.,^ 

„,en  the  Wps  -^^^    ^^3  the  Lcution 
tired,  in(hoTt.ofmirnlt.ngt  ^^ 

ofhisproi^-ndthen^ft;      ^^8^^^^ 

his  fo«W.=.  he  d  reftea  , 

,     north.     A  ]0«S  k""  f /'"«'  „rWpartof  hi, 

r'^^hL^ul    notUount,  h.  oppcfed  to  , 

cks  wliicn  lie  coum  ^^^^ 

11 


H»TR0DUCT10M. 


i£l»on 
id  the 
mVncd 
might 
at,  hU 
:einpts» 
i  might 
ated  on 
ere  fvic- 
;  of  the 
returned 
gratified 
ifure,  by 
s  not  ac- 
[kilfulnefs 

ft  of  the 
e(h  arma- 
nd  of  the 
vofe  repu- 
kes.    But 
(Jy  to  fail* 
•  execution 
glor^,  he 
board  the 
loRTrs  and 
towards  the 
nd  dangers 
J  part  of  his 
found  obfta- 
te  oppofed  to 
them 


thcni  the  coo!  bravery  of  perfeverance  :  and,  after 
having  long  flru^^gled  againd  a  raging  Tea  that  had 
never  be?n  navigated  by  (hijM,  he  finally  difco- 
vered  the  glreat  Peninfula  of  California  which 
would  have  been  honoured  by  bearing  his  nahie« 
and  he  explored  the  greater  part  of  that  long  and 
narrow  gulf  which  is  at  this  day  known  by  the 
name  of  the  Vermilion  Sea.  The  difcovery  of 
fo  extenfive  a  country  might  have  been  fufficient 
for  the  glory  of  uny  other  man ;  but  it  added  no- 
thing to  that  ofCoRTis,  and  did  not  gratify  the 
great  hopes  which  he  had  conceived  *, 

Antonio  de  MjiNDo^a,.  who,  a  fliort  time 
after,  united,  with  the  title  of  viceroy,  the  pleni- 
tiide  of  power,"  which  in  his  hands  appeared  not 
dangerous,  employed  himfelf  in  purfuing  the  dif- 
Co^eries  to  the  noi-th.  The  objc£l  of  the  expedi- 
tions was  not  To  much  to  difcover  new  lands,  as 
to  feek  a   Paflage,  a    communication   from  the 

•  See  Herriroy  Decad.  v.  Book  8.  Chap.  9,  10 — Decad. 
till.  Book  6.  piap.  14— Vcnegas,  Nj/i.  tk /a  California,  124 
— Lorenzana,  Hift.  page  322  -  Rokrffori's  IIj/L  of  Amer'uat 
Book  V.  '     '■  .         '    ^ 

Re'irihold  Forfler,  fpeakliig  oF  the  espcdlclon  <^f  Cortes,  fays 
that  htf  returned  without  havhig  done  nny  t/jJttg :  it  feems  to  mc 
thatthi»u  dtfparagjng  it  too  much ;  fori  in  thort,  Calljornia  was 
flif<gpvered ;  ^nd  the  knowledge  which  was  acquired  of  the  ex.- 
iflencC  of  that  country,  wasanintrodu£lion  tu  difcoverics  more 
important.  (See  Voyages  at, 'J  Difcoverles  made  in  the  North, 
jBy  R.  Porft*r.  tranflated  from  the  Gtrman.  Londoh.  1776. 
4to.  page  448.) 
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Atlantic  OccAN'to  the  West  Sea,  through 
America;  and  thefe  refearehcs  were  excited  by 
the  belief  which  was  granted  to  a  fable.  In  1 5C0, 
ori5Qi,  Caspar  dk  Cortcreai^,  aPortuguefe, 
a  man  of  family,  failed  from  Lisbon,  arrived  at 
NEWFouNDtAND,  vifited  its  eafl  coait,  preiented 
hinifelf  at  the  mouth  of  the  River  8t.  Law- 
rence, difcovered,  above  the  fiftieth  parallel,  a 
land  which  he  named  Terra  pe  Labrador, 
becaufe  he  judged  it  fit  for  tillage  and  culture,  at 
length,  by  afcending  towards  the  north,  reached 
the  entrance  of  a  Strait  on  which  he  impofed 
the  name  of  Strait  of  A?^ian  *,  and  which,  up? 
wnrds  of  a  hundred  years  after,  was  called  Hup- 
^on's  Strait,  from  the  nam«  of  an  £ngli(h  oa;vi* 
gator  who,  in  1610,  penetrated  by  this  paffage 
into  the  Bay  that  has  likewife  retained  his  name, 
Cortekeal,  fuppofing  in  good  earncft  that  the 
Strait  whofe  entrance  he  had  difcovered  mull  lead 
in^o  the  Inpian  Ocean,  haf^ene4  to  return  to 
Lisbon  in  order  to  carry  thither  the  news  of  his 
great  difcovery.  He  thence  failed  again  the  fol- 
lowing year  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  to  the 
East  Indies  by  his  pretended  Paflage ;  but  nei. 
ther  he  nor  his  (hip  have  fmce  been  heard  of:  in 
1502,  Miguel  peCort^real  undertook  the  fame 
voyagp  In  order  to  go  in  f(Barch  of  )u8  brother,  an4 
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hit  lot  was  not  more  fortunate :  Uftly,  the  eldeft 
of  the  family,  Vasco  dr  Coi^tereai,,  who  held 
a  great  office  at  court,  wiflied  to  equip  a  (hip  and 
expofe  himfelf  to  the  hazards  of  navigation,  in 
hopes  of  finding  Gaspar  and  Miouel  ;  but  the 
King  of  PoRTuoAL,  who  was  particularly  fond  of 
him,  and  who  conceived  that  this  enterprise,  dan- 
gerous for  his  favourite,  would  be  of  no  ufe  to 
thofe  whom  he  r^rettcd,  oppofed,  by  a  prohi- 
bitory order,  this  fraternal  mark  of  affe^ion  *. 

The  idea  of  this  communication  of  the  two  feas 
to  the  northward,  had  got  into  vogue  among  the 
Spaniards,  who,  not  content  with  the  'Mtherio  ex- 
clufive  pofTeiTion  of  a  New  World,  were  Aill  ambi- 
tious of  (haring,  with  the  Portuguefe,  the  riches 
which,  through  their  means,  thofe  famous  coun- 
tries fituated  to  the  ealt  of  the  Old  Continent 
{}oured  into  Europe  :  Mgkdo^a  occupied,  like 
his  predeceflbrs,  with  the  proje^  of  arriving  there, 
thought  that  if,  in  hit,  the  Strait  of  Anian  ex* 
ided,  he  might,  by  caufmg  it  to  be  fought  for  on 
the  NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  America,  difcover  its 
outlet  into  the  West  Sea. 

With  this  view  in  1540,  he  difpatched  Fran- 
disco  Vasqiies  Coronado  by  land,  and  Fran- 
x;isco  ALAR90N  by  fea,  in  fearch  of  the  pre- 
tended Strait.    ALAR90N  went  no  farther  than 


*  Haklwftnt  pofibumfUy   or  Purchat  iu  Pifgiimct,     Lond^^ 
1695.  f*"*  vol*iv.  page*  809  and  81 Q. 
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continued   line,    without    any  interruption,    any 
opening  that  could  indicate  a  Strait  *.  i^^'* 

The  Spaniards  feemed  to  have  loft  fight  of  the 
difeoveries  to  the  ndrrhward,  till  in  1578,  Sir 
Francis  Drake,  an  EngliJIh  navigator,  who  has 
been  rendered  no  lef3  Qclebrat^d  by  his  voyage 
tbund  the  World  thah  by  his  exploits,  after  bay- 
ing, the  firft  of  his  nation,  palTed  the  Strait  of 
Magellakj  fiarcely  yet  known,  and  croiTed  the 
Great  QcE'ANi  froni  jfouth  to  north,  ravaging,  in 
hi»  way,  the  %>anifli  poiTaiTions,  made  the  land  on 
the)*ORTH-WEstrcoaft  of  America,  in  the  latl< 
tude  of  .48  degrees,  which  no  Spamdih  navigator 
}iad  y^t  reached ;  coafted  the  fliore^  in  running 
d6wn  again  to  the  parallel  of  57  dtgrees ;  in  the 
latitude  of  3  b*  30*  difcovercd  the  harbour  where 
herfnade  fome  flayy  and  which  has  preferved  his 
jiame;  impofed  that  of  New  AisBitiN  on  all  the 
country  of  which  he  formally' took' pofleffion  id  , 
the  naitie  of  £i:.i;?:ABETri,  queen  of  Ekg land  f; 
.andi.for  the  firft  time,  A^hrioa  faw  %ingon  hiet 

*  La'et,  N^mti.Or^,  Lib.  vi.  ^ap.  19, .  "  ■ 

-f  Xhe  IVor^  ettfomp/^edt  ^Fletcher.  I,piidoa,.  1653.  410* 
page  64  and  following.  It  appears  from  thfs  account  of 
Drakes  'voyage,  thit  fce  ga^e  to  the  country  Virhlch  he  difco- 
vered,  the  name  of  ifi'ui  jiilioo  for  tvo  reafoni:  tJie  Brft,  bc^ 
f apf«,  from  the  nafure  of  the  rocks  and  fhoals  with  which  tht 
coaft  is  fkirted,  it  preJTepts  the  fame  afpedi  as  that  of  England f 
the  fecond,  becaufc  k  #a's  rctifonable  and  ju(t  that  ttiis'lan^l 
till  theo  unknown,  fhould  bear  the  vaxat  of  thccouDtryof  tlie 
^pil  navigator  wlfp-la^^lhcrci 
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weft  coaft  the  flag  of  Great  Britain,  which,  fo 
frequently  fince,  has  there  fpread  terror. 

We  now  come  to  difcoveries  which  for  a  long 
time  were  conlidered  as  fi^ittous  :  and  if  the  re- 
fearchcs  of  the  voyagers  of  our  days  have  ftiewn 
that  they  were  not  deftitute  of  reality ;  they  have 
alfo  proved  that  truth  is  often  blended  with 
falfhood  :  I  mean  the  expeditions  of  Fuca,  of  \i^ 
CAiNo,  and  of  Admiral  Du  Foente. 

Juan  db  Fuca,  a  Greelcof  the  Ifland  of  Ce- 
PHALONIA,  whofe  real  name  was  Apostolos 
Valeriangs,  had  been  employed  for  upwards  of 
forty  years,  in  the  fervice  of  Spain,  as  a  mariner 
and  pilot.  On  his  return  from  his  voyages,  being 
at  Venice  in  1596,  he  gave  an  account  of  his 
laft  expedition  to  Michael  Lock,  an  Englifl>. 
man,  who  inferted  this  account  in  a  paper  which 
Samuel  Purchas  has  preferved  for  us  in  his 
Collection  of  Voyaoes* 

Fuca,  according  to  the  account  which  he  gavie, 
had  been  difpatched  from  the  harbour  of  Aoa* 
puLCo,  in  1593,  bythe  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  with 
a  fmall  caravel  and  a  pinnace,  for  the  purpofe  of 
di&bvering  the  communication,  by  the  north  of 
America,  between  the  Great  Ocean  and  the 
Atlantic  Ocean.  He  faw,  between  the  forty* 
^feventh  and  the  forty-eighth  parallds,  that  the  land 
trended  to  the  north-eaft,  and  prefented  a  large 
opening  which  might  be  a  Strait :  be  continued 
failing  in  it  for  the  fpace  of  twenty  days.     In 
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Tome  places,  it  ii  faid,  that  the  land  esct^nded  to- 
wards tlie  nortb-eaft  I  iitothftrs,  towards  the  north- 
wed ;  and  the  |>aflage  which  became  much  wider 
than  it  was  at  its  op«aing,  contained  feveral  iflands. 
FucA  frequently  trent  on  (bore,  and  ^w  a  number 
of  inhabitants  clothed  with  ikins  of  animals :   the 
country  appeared    to  him   very  fertile,    and    it 
abounded  with  gold,  filv^r,  and  pearls.    He  thus 
reached  the  AjhAVTm  .Qc;£ak.    He  had  found 
that  the  Strait,  throughout  ali  its  length,  is  of  a 
width  fufficient  for  navigation ;  and  the  mouth  by 
which  he  had  entered  it,  had  appeared  to  hira  to 
be  thirty  or  forty  leagues  wide»    Two  motives 
then  decided  him  to  effeft  his  return  by  the  fame 
Paflage ;  on  the  one  band,  the  obje^of  his  miffion 
was  accompUHied ;  the  coipmunication  of  the  two 
Teas  acrofs  the  continent  of  Amjiric  a  was  difcover* 
ed  :  on  the  other,  he  wi»  ^raid  that,  if  he  hap- 
pened to  be  attacked  by  th«  fi:\vages«  he  was  too 
weak  for  refiftiiig  their  number.    He  therefore 
returned  ta  Agavvlco,  where,  for  two  years,  he 
warmly  folicited  ;the  reward  which  he  feemed  to  de- 
ferye  for  a  difcovery  that  opened  to  Spain  a  new 
fource  of  wealth  and  profperity  *. 

Such  is  the  abridged  account  which  has  been 
handed  do^  lo  us  of  the  expedition  of  Jtr  an  d« 

*  5!;^  in  ihc  ^gliA  eollcAiQn  ot  Puriht,  nAMu  pages  849 
—  85?.  fevcnIdociipicot»nUtive  to  this  expeditibn~>fre  too 
the  Trmtidu  TarUtm  Vf^pfftrmh,  O^V^  9h  pa^  125  ani 
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more  than  juftice  to' give  him'  credit  for  wTlait  U'^ 
true  fh  the  account  which  PuRc'HAjThas  publifiied.  ' 
We  might  therefore- igrant  that  this  jpavigatcjfr  dif-'' 
covered  the  inlet  or  ftrait  which  Bears  his'  name,  * 
not  a  ftrait  of  30  or  40  leagues  in  width,  but  of  4' 
or  5  l^aj»[ues;  that,  after  having  croflfed  it,  he  pe-' 
netrated  into  the  interior  Tea  or  bafm  which  is  faid 
to  have  been  difcovered,  in  thefe  latter  times,  by 
the  Washington;   that,  having  proceeded  150 
or  160  leagues  in  this  bafm,  he  did  not  doubt  that 
it  would  conduft  him  into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  ; 
and  that,  on  this  prefumption,  which  he  may  have 
coniideredasa'  certainty,  he  haftened  to  return  as 
he  went  in  order  to  announce  his  difcovery,  as  Cor- 
T^REAJc,-  the  Portugueft^j  had-  done  with  refpeft  to 
his  Strait  of  Anian,  at  this  day  Hudson's  Strait. 
It  is  probable  that  the.  truth  of  his  account  is  con- 
fined to  the  inlet  which  bears  the  name  of  Fuca, 
and  perhaps  to  a  large  bafia,  or  an  interior  fea, 
which  feparates  a  great  archipelago  from  the  high 
lands   of  the  continent :  but   nothing  feems,  kfs 
proved,  and,  it  may  be  faid,  nothing  is  lefs  pro- 
bable than   his  pretended  communication  of  the 
Great  Ockan    with   the   Atlantic  Ocean; 
f9r  if  it  exifted,  the  channel  could  not  open- to  the 
eaftward  but  on  feme  point  of  the  welt  coaft  of 
Hudson's  Bay ;  and  this  coaft  has  been  vifited  fo 
diligently,  and    repeatedly,  by   the  Englilh,  who, 
for  a  long  time  pa^,   have  had  fettlements  fixed 
on  the  coafts  of  this  interior  fea,  and  who  had  a 
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fame  hand  which  has  there  opened  a  palTage  from 
one  ocean  to  the  other,  had  alfo  flrewn  there  the 
riches  which  might  prefent  to  thofe  who  fliould 
wifli  to  employ  themfelves  in  fearch  of  the  paflage, 
the  aflfurance  or  at  lead'  the  hope  of  indemnifying 
themfelves  on  the  route,  for  the  advances  which 
they  (hould  have  made. 

The  fecond  expedition  refpeding  which  or  at 
leaft  refpe6ting  a  circumdance  of  which  we  may  . 
entertain  doubts  that  will  appear  well  founded,  is 
^hat  of  Admiral  Viscaino  :  it  had  been  deter* 
mined  on  from  political  conflderations. 

The  arrival  of  Admiral  Drake,  in  1578,  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  America,  as  well  as  the  entrance  of 
Cavendish  in  1587,  and  that  of  Olivier  van 
NooRT,  in  159S,  into  the  Great  Ocean,  im- 
properly called    the   Pacific  Ocean,   had  ap-. 
prized  the  Spaniards  that  the  entrance  of  this  fea  of 
which,  till  then,  they  confidered  themfelves  as  fole 
proprietors  and  fovereigng,  was  henceforth  open  to  • 
all  nations.    This  certainty  was  calculated  to  alarm 
ufurpers:    indeed,   Spain  might  fear  that  navi- 
gators, enterprifmg  as  the  Englifli  are,  and  fo  ac- 
cuftomed  to  long  voyages,  would  renew  on  the 
weft  coaft  of  America,  thofe  fcenes  of  devafta- 
tion  which  had  fignalized  the  unexpected  appear- 
ance of  theDRAKEs  and  Cavendishes;  and  that 
ihortly,  encouraged  by  the  firft  fuccelfes  which  the 
ancient  valour  of  the  Caftilians  had  not  even  at« 
tempted  to  difpute,  England  would  conceive  and 
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gotten  or  evaded,  the  o   )  ^^^  ^^^^, 

:cUno«ledge.thatofforce.«ta      ^^  ^^^_^_^ 

„f,,pation.  lawW   ;^f*„J.,y.,  is  Sufficient  for 
jaftice.  but  which,  »nt  i„g  .^m. 

effeaing  conqueft.,  and  .  ^^^  ^^  ^^^ 

l-hefeconf.aer«i«^;'/;*^„„ootKO.  a  harbour 
in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  i  ,^,„„. 

,hat  might  afford,  at  once   to*    f^^  ,,, 

l„g  from  the  P."''''-''"'."' \ '  enemy's  cr.oiCer». 
.        i.ds  and  a  refuge  agamftj>e    n^   y   ^^^^^  ^^.^ 

„o  doubt,    f  ""-"^l, J„'"GLrA.  n.  Z^'o*' 

C..byRoo..ot.^^C.B..-^   ^^^ 

^^''^'Tfet^-lCmr..v-.onthes* 
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decked  boat.  He  vifited  the  harbours  and  iflands 
at  which  he  couM  touch,  and  had  frequently  tb 
ftruggle  againft  the  north'^wefl:  winds  which  prevail 
on  that  coad.  At  length,  he  fucceeded  in  difco^ 
vering,  towards  the  latitude  of  36''  40',  an  excel- 
lent harbour  on  which,  in  honour  of  the  Viceroy^ 
he  impofed  the  name  of  Puerto  de  Monterey, 
and  which,  fince,  is  become  the  principal  fettle«i 
ment  of  the  Spaniards  on  the  north-west  coaft* 
V18CAIN0  afterwards  afcended  as  far  as  the  paraU 
lel  of  Cape  Mendocino,  in  41^  30',  of  which  he 
got  fight ;  but  ficknefs  beginning  to  manifeft  itfelf 
on  board  his  fbips,  he  puihed  his  refearches  no  far*" 
ther,  and  haflened  to  elFe£t  his  return  to  the  har- 
bour of  ACAPULCb^ 

The  harbour  of  Monterey  is  at  this  day  too 
well  known  for  that  part  of  the  difcoveries  of  Vis* 
CAiNO  to  give  room  to  any  obfervation  •  ^  but 
ToRQUEMADA  who  has  tranfmitted  to  us  the  ac- 
count of  this  expedition  in  his  Manarquia  Indiana  f^ 
adds  that  Martin  De  Aguilar,  who  com* 
manded  one  of  the  fmall  veflels,  having  been  fepa* 
rated  from  the  fquadron  by  the  violence  of  the 
winds,  fucceeded  in  doubling  Cape  Mendocino^ 

*  Great  details  refpe&ing  the  harbour  and  the  Prcfidio  of 
Monlerey,  yriU  be  found  in  the  account  oi  La  Peroufe'i  voyage, 
now'printing. 

t  L'***  ^'  Chap.  4^  and  55.— See  too  the  Conftdirattoni 
geograph'tqutt  et  pl^qutt,  par  Philippe  Bwuhty  Paris,  I753>  4to* 
page  33* 
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.  .  K  ,„  only  P««««^ '  ***' 
„WA,  till  then*  h.d  be«v       7       ^^        „„, 

:„  .he  ,9th  of  >7J,;t  «P^.  Jthe  lautude  of 
10  theno«h«.rd«h.n^.h..c  P^^^^^,„^  , 

^3.,  he  difc"""^"/^:;, b'a^co •,  that  beyond 
h.  pve  th' -"«  °f  ^";^  ,0  decVme  more  to  the 
,he  latter,  the  coaft  beg..  g^^^^,,,  he 

eaftwatd-,  tha,  a.  "".  ^^^'e   mle«  *1'"=\^* 
difcovered  a  fafe  and  -  -g  ^^^^  ,,.,,  ^ 

took  for  the  mout^-  of  a  ^'g  ^_^^^  ^, 

inktUa  ftr-''*  «''f' ;^aitY  of  the  current  p.e- 
(v,,v.»A,  that  the  t^d«,  .  ^^  ,h 

^„«d  him  from  af^ndrng  t  ^^„, 

being  forced    «°  ""^rtiflion  of  V.c*mohad 

Icaing,  beM«"  **\f  Jk  and  examine  a  har- 
„ootherobiea.h,n^o-^^^     ^^.he.had 

,efolVedtoTe«rnto  ACA         ^^  ,.„e,*ave  pro- 
The  navigators  "^  7*  ^er  refpetog  this  ,n, 

„red  us  no  info"»»"»»;,^l:   or  ^  P""  "'* 
>-^  ^^r  Ti:e  SP  nLV  affert  that     J    . 

of  QoiviRA.     lite    V  ^„  ooked  for 

vov^emadein.775.2"      ,„.„a45' 
.l>e  inlet  be^een  the  U^  ^^^  .^^  „„e 

..  butitfeemsh.  they  j^^^  ^^„  d 

hopes  of  finding":  •f*^^,^  jJ.akco.  fituated. 
,eLdtothev.c,myofCA'  COOK,  in 

,o.ards  the  paralk    "J  «^.      J^^^^  ,„,ft   of 

"'  """'"^7     -^  *^  *"*  •"  '  "^ 

America  in  i77"> 

.  S,,  farther  on  at  t1»c  year  1775.  ^^^^^ 


iStkOOVCTtOS* 


«i« 


more 
idc  of 
^hich 
3C"yond 
to  the 
jco,  be 
hich  he 
that  this 
,  named 
•ent  pre- 
tf»d  that, 
t,    recol- 
Ainohad 
lie  a  har- 
;d,  he  had 


i«havepro- 
ing  this  in-. 

great  cilf 
that,   in    a, 

looked  for 

27'  and  45* 
ve  had  more 
lad  been  di- 
sco, fituated. 
in  Cook,  in 
jsT  coaft   of 

in  a  latitude 


75- 


nitre 


more  to  the  northward  than  that  of  Capo  Blanco, 
and  could  not  perceive  this  part  of  the  coafl:  but  at 
a  diflance  ;  his  difcoveries  begin  only  at  Nootka. 
Sound,  fituated  towyds  the  latitude  of  49°  40', 
that  is,  five  or  fik  degrees  to  the  northward  of 
Capo  Blanco^    On  the  other  hand,  La  Pe rouse 
who,  in  1786,  got  a  diftant  view  of  this  Cape  and 
of  the  parts  of  the  coaft  which  are  neareft  to  it  tcr 
the  northward   and  fouthward,    faw  nothing  of 
Aguilar's  Inlet :   but  as  he  was  then  at  a  forne* 
what  great  diftance  from  land,  and  as  he  did  not 
make  a  particular  fearch  for  this  inlet,  no  con* 
clufion  can  thence  be  drawn  againft  its  exigence* 
It  has  not  come  to  my  knowledge  that,  more  re-* 
Gently,  any  navigator  has  endeavoured  to  clear  up 
this  point  of  geography  :   and  it  would,  methinks, 
be  forming  a  haily  opinion,  to  decide,  as  fome  of 
the  learned  have  done,  that  no  credit  ought  to  be 
given  to  the  account  of  Torquemaoa*    Mod  of 
the  geographical  and  hydrographical  charts  place 
AoiiiLAR*s  inlet  or  river  to  the  fouthward  of  Capo 
B-anco  ;  but  ToMAs  LoPEt,  in  bis  general  Chart 
of  America,  publilhed  in   1772,    lays  it  dowa 
twenty  leagues  to  the  northward  of  that  cape,  iH 
the  latitude  of  44",  wuhthis  fimple  indication :  Rio 
que  corre  a  POeJie  (River  that  runs  to  the  -weft)  j 
and  he  makes  there  no  mention  of  the  great  city 

ofQuiVIRA. 

Although  the  difcovery  of  Fuca  and  that  of 
AouiLAR  might  not  be  generally  admitted,  yet 

bs  they 
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they  were  •«"»icated  "n  even  ^^  ^^^^^^, 

,he  cafe  «ith    *ofc  of  ^  ^^^     ^^^,.^ 

.hefc  «ere  delineated  on  y  ^  ,„ 

charts  •„  people  even  ""^S'ne* j^^^  ,J„pedUion 
concern  '"^f  "";,„" V""' ''"  '""''*'"> 

,he  period  to  «'"''' "''J,hat  iti.  not  fabolou.m 
••-• '''''''\':ri?aVl.nc.«holl,  inv«.ted 

,U  points  •,  «•>«  •  "^°^,  „,  „ao»r  and  .he  re- 
for  the  purpofe  <>' «™  ^  .,  •„  therefore  pro- 
fearches  of  ^-^'f ""  ,,  t  e  magined  they  had 
table  that  *««P»™^^     'Tin  *!  moft  profound 

:£:irf:p^-°---""''^°"* 

■    .'t.rd.the..U^n.of-^^^^^ 

.here^as  d'cnl^ed  .»£"«•  ^^j^ 

exp««tion  P^f%'\'"„'or„'.Fo«TE.  accord- 

Bartolomeo  m/"^^^  „,  Portuguefe,  and  de 

■.„gashi.or.g.n.sbpa~fc»'        J      ^.  ,,. 

'°'""'  '\Tm    f  a  ttter  written  by  th.  Ad- 
i,  under  the  fortn  ot  a  ._^  j^^^. 

-"^•^''-tsTrpeSaSwor..  entitled  M. 

,        DON.  m  i7°8.  '»    P  „„„,hs  of  April  and 

minfir  iy  Cur,cm,  for  *«">.„,    German, 
J„„e.     It  long  occupied  the  Eng     .  ^^^^^  ^^ 
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and  ingenious  fyftems  for  the  purpofe  of  recon- 
ciling tlie  difcoveries  of  Fuente  on  the  north- 
WEST  coaft  of  America,  with  what  we  know 
befides  of  that  northern  part  of  the  New  Con- 
tinent*. Other  geographers  and  a  few  of  the 
learned  have  confidered  the  account  of  Admiral  de 
Fuente  as  counterfeit  and  apochryphal :  and 
among  the  latter  is  Do£lor  Reinhold  Forster 
who,  with  George  Forster,  his  fon,  accom- 
panied Captain  Cuok  in  his  fecond  voyage,  and  to 
whom  we  are  indebted  for  an  excellent  Hijiory  of 
the  Voyages  and  Difcoveries  made  in  the  North, 
The  enumeration  of  the  reafons  on  which  the  ad- 
verfaries  fupported  on  either  fide  this  long  and 
learned  difcuflion  which  has  loft  much  of  its  inte- 
reft,  would  here  appear  to  me  luperfliious ;  I  (hall 
confine  myfelf  to  prefenting  an  account  of  the 
difcoveries  of  Admiral  de  Fuente,  fuch  as  the* 
appear  in  the  letter  that  is  fuppofed  to  be  written 
by  himfelf  $  and  I  (hall  take  the  liberty  only  of  aa« 
nexing  to  them  a  few  obfervations  f. 

*  See  Explication  de  la  Carte  det  nouvtllet  Deeouvrrtet  du  Nor  J 
de  la  Mer  da  Sad,  par  Jofeph  Nicolas  de  Li/le.  Paris,  1753. 
4to. — Confiderations  geograpbiques  tt  ph^fues  fur  Its  nouvellet 
Deeouvertes  au  Nord  de  la  grande  Mer  du  Stid,  par  Philippe 
fiaacbe,  Paris,  1753.  4to. — ^m  too  feveral  Memoirs  of. the 
Bailii  d^Engel  on  the  fame  fubje6ls. 

f  Having  met  with  a  copy  of  this  number  of  the  Memoirs 
for  the  Curious,  we  (hall,  for  the  fatisfaAion  of  our  readers, 
give  a  tranfcript  of  the  original  letter. — Tranjlalor^ 
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5,g  advice  ^^"^^'^'^ ^^^M^  reigns  of 
,al  attempts  <^^'>'/"|*' j,„,s,  and  of  Cap.. 

Hudson  and  Capt.  Jami.»,  ^j 

%  of  King  CH--^'7'^".  ';;:  J„ak«t 
,hefaidKingCjA-«.  ^J^^J\^^  B0S.0H 

^  NBW  E^.----   from  Sr.™  ."^  the  Vice- 
FoNTE  received  orders  ^^^^^^ 

-V-°^^"t"htTd    /a^U  .«40,  f.om  .M 
„.e  put  to   fea  the  -^  ,'b^^t„oi.omeo  d« 

=^  r  Srl  of  April  at  5  »  ^-f^"' 

""^  ^'     .\  1  en^  of  ST.  HB.E^A.  two  h«n- 
noo*.  wehad  the lengtn  o    _  ^^^_ 

''"^i:cr;5^oft«J^a.-aiana.. 
ECt.:  A  of -^— rr^^^^ 

cape,  «l.ere  each  «^P    '^XdV^r,  of  a  da.H 

.,y   of  ^''-"'''"^i'tn  exceUent  remedy 
colour  «ith  a  call  of  gr«n,  an  ^  ^^  ^^ 

,gai..fttl«Sc«rv,andDropne=.  .^ 

{0,  Shipping.  "  «"*  '  -  ^  p,^,^.  The 
""  K  "e'  :2d  the  eJ^inoay  by  Cape  .e.  Pas- 
'"'   The' uA  clpeS--  Frakcsco.  to  one  de- 
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gree  and  feven  minutes  of  latitude  north  from  the 
equator,  and  anchored  in  the  mouth  of  the  River 
St.  Jagg  *,  where  with  a  Sea-Net   we    catch*d 
abundance  of  good  fi(h  ;  and  feveral  of  each  Ihip's 
company  went  afliore,  and  killed  fome  goats  and 
fwine,  which  are  there  wild  and  in  plenty  ;  and 
others  bought  of  fome  Natives,  20  dozen  of  Tur- 
key cocks  and  hens,   ducks,  and  much  excellent 
fVuit,  at  a  village  two  Spanijh  leagues,  fix  miles 
and  a  half,  up  the  River  St.  Jagg,  on  the  lar- 
board fide  or  the  left  hand.    The  river  is  navigable 
for  fmall  velTels  from  the  fea,  about  14  Spanifh 
leagues  fouth-eaft,   about  half  way  to  the  fair  city 
of  QuiTAj  in  32  minutes  of  fouth  latitude,  a  city 
that  is  very  rich.    The  i6th  of  April  we  failed 
from  the  River  St.  Jagg  to  the  Port  and  Town 
Raleo,  320  leagues  W.  N.  W.  a  little  wefterly, 
in  about   11  degrees  14  minutes  of  north  latitude, 
leaving  Mount  St.  Miguel  on  the  larboard  fide, 
and  Port  Cazamina  on  the  (larboard  fide.    The 
Port  of  Raleo  is  a  fafe  Port,  is  covered  from 
the  fea  by  the  Iflands  Ampallg  and  Manoreza 
both  well  inhabited  with  native  Indians,  and  3 
other  fmall  iflands.     Raleo  f  is  but  4  miles  over 
land  from  the  head  of  the  lake  Nigaraque,  that 
falls  into  the  North  Sea  in  1 2  degrees  of  north  la- 
titude, near  the  Corn  or  Pearl  Iflands.     Here  at 

*  Eighty  leagues  N.  N.  W.  and  25  leagues  E.  and  by  S. 
t  The  great  (hips  that  are  built  in  New  Spain  are  built  in 
RaJeQ, 

b4  the 


JSTRODO"'""" 

*"'"'  ^,re  is  abundance  of  ex- 

,he  To«n  of  R*""'  X,  ,  ,eddi(h  cedar   »d 

»ll  materials  f« '''f  "^t  e-'P^f*^^  ^^  ^^'""^ 
and  riding  «  an'^^or  ".d  ^^  ^^^^  ^ 

^h,  of  3^foot^--/sVAo-.  <"  "f; 
R^.Bofor  ^ePor'Jfl        ,„<ift,oalsof  Cba- 
Salaoua,  w.th.n  the  >fl»^       ^,^^  ^y  the  Spa- 
„„,,  and  the  P°«   '.  t%  decrees  Jt  »»;«' 
riards  after  that «»«« jj»J,  „^„h  .eft  and  by 
ofnorthlatitude   48oLeg  .    ^^^„  ,,, 

«eft.  »  ««le  «=»"'''-'  ji„„  eaft   of  ChaM.lV 

,t  SA.AO,5A,  and   from  .^  ^  ^^,,, 

neighbourhood  of  th.s  por  ^  ^  ^.,^  ^^e  na- 
Jf«n,arinersaccufto-^'o^^^^,^  for  Pear, 
rives  on  the  eaft  fide  0  „  ^g  aegree,  of 

,be  Natives  ff  ^°"  *baxos  St.  Juak,  m  24 
latitude  north  frotn  the  ^^^^^         h 

degrees  of  -'*  'a'-J;  „,  fo„,u  eaft  pomt 
eaftfromCapeS.^lt  ^^^^^^^j„,FoNTE 
ofCAUFonmA.     in  ^^^^^i„,„,  ^hotad 

,    had  hir'd,  «.*  b^  «";^  jooleagues  north  front 
informed  the  Admtral,  that  »og^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^ 

Cape  ST.  L»CAS.  a  flood  '  ^^^^  .^  ^^^ 

.he  fouth  flood   ad  to  ^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^^ifter^ 
an  Wand,  and  Don  "  ^  noble- 
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graphy  and  navigation,  and  undertook  to  difcover 
whether  California  was  an  Ifland  or  not ;  for 
before  it  was  not  known  whethor'it  was  an  ifland  or 
a  penlnfula ;  with  his  fliip  and  the  4  fliallops  they 
bought  at  Raleo  and  the  mader  and  mariners 
they  hir'd  at  Salagua,  but  Admiral  de  Fonte 
with  the  other  3  flbiips  failed  from  them  within  the 
iflands  Chamily  the  10th  of  May  1640,  and 
having  the  length  of  Cape  Abel,  on  the  weft-fouth- 
well  fule  of  California  in  a6  degrees  of  north 
latitude,  1 60  Leagues  north-weft  by  weft  from  the 
Ifles  Chamily  ;  the  wind  fprung  up  at  S.  S.  E.  •  a 
fteady  Gale,  that  from  the  26th  of  May  to  the  14th 
of  June,  he  had  failed  to  the  River  Los  Reyes  in 
53  degrees  of  north  latitude,  not  having  occafion 
to  lower  a  topfail,  in  failing  866  Leagues  N.  N.  W. 
410  leagues  from  Port  Abel  to  Cape  Blanco, 
456  leagues  to  Kio  los  Reyes,  all  the  time  the 
moft  pleafant  weather,  and  failed  about  260  leiagues' 
in  crooked  channels,  amongft.  iflands  named  the 
Archipelago  de  St.  Lazarus  t  where  his  fliips* 

•  According  to  the  narrative,  Fuente,  from  the  latitude  of  20 
degrees,  which  is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  moft  fouthern  point 
of  California,  went  as  far  as  53  degrees,  with  a  fouth-fouib-eq/l 
wind  which  blew  a  ftead/  gale  for  a  month.  Nothing  is  more 
extraordinary  than  this^«<i^  gale  at  fouth-fouth-ealt;  for  it 
is  well  known  that  fhips  which  want  to  get  to  the  northward  of 
California,  meet  with  the  greateft  difficulties  and  the  longeit 
delays  in  their  route,  becaufe  the  winds,  on  all  this  coaft, 
blow  almoft  conftantly  from  the  north  or  north-weft. 

■)■  So  nam^d  by  DeFontff  h$  being  t^e  firft  that  made  the 
4^covrr^. 

bo^itt 


»»■'  '  .,    ,v,ead,  founding  to  Tee 

boatsalwaysfaaedamje^     ;^^,^,,      The 

'„d  of  June.  Ad»'«';^  be»«»''«><'"  f"'  "^ 
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^led  Periagos.tnade°f  '«      ;  ^^^  ^.^^  j^ 

foot  long,    cap-';  »^\»:*  ,„  „„  hundred  and 

to  (hips  to  *«  T     r,hen  *l6  EN-  E-  '°  " 
fony  Leagues  «eft.  and  *  »  **  ,„,„.  after^hc 

degrees  of  latitude-    .^^""  „  on  the  Dtfco- 

Uditpatch'dCaptamBJA      ^^^^  , 

,,^  of  the  north  »? Z^"  J„^  navigable  nver, 
S  J,  the  Admiral  fail  d  up  a  vy         ^^^  ^^^^^^ 
It^hhenamed  ^^  ^  ^   ^of  .he  co.pafs  6o 
„orth.eaft.  butonfevera^  P        „,,igabl«  ehanne  • 
leagues  at  low  water    »»^»^,,,,    j,  a<.wed  « 
„ot  lefs  than  4  or     ^^^        -^  *e  Rtver  Us 
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They  had  two  Jefuits  ♦  with  them  that  had  been 
on  their  miffion  to  the  66th  degree  of  north  laii- 
tude,  and  had  made  curious  obfervations.     The 
Admiral  de  Fonte  received  a  letter  from  Cap. 
tain  Bernardo,   dated  the  27th  of  June  1640, 
that  he  had  left  his  fhip  in  the  lake  Valasco,  be- 
twixt the   Ifland  BiiRNARDo  and    the  Peninfula 
CoNiHASSE  r,  a  very  fafe  port ;  it  went  down  a 
river  from  the  lake,  3  falls,  80  leagues,  and  fell 
into  the  Tartarian  Sea  in  61  degrees,  with  the  Pater 
Jefuits  and  36  natives  in  3  of  their  boats  and  20 
of   his  Spanifli    feamen  ;   that   the  land  trended 
away  north  eaft  ;   that  they  (hould  want  no  pro- 
viftous,   the  country  abounding  with  venif(^  of  -j 
forts,  and  the  fea  and  rivers  with   excellent  iifli 
(bread,  fait,   oy4,  and  brandy  they  carry'd  with 
them)  that  he  (hould  do  what  was  poifible.    The 
Admiral,  when  he  received  the  letter  from  Cap- 
tain Brrnardo,  was  arrived  at  an  Indian  town 
called  CoKossET,  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  Lake 
Bell^,   where   the   two   Pater  Jefuits,  on    their 
miflion  had  been  two  years;  a    pleafant    place. 
The  Admiral  with  his  two  (hips,  enter'd  the  lake 
(he  s^nd  of  June,  an  hour  before  high  water,  and 
there  was  no  fall  or  cataract,  and  4  or  5  fathom 
water,  and  6  or  7  fathom  generally  in  the  Lake 
Belle,  there  is  a  little-fall  of  water  till  I>alf  flood, 
ynd  an  hour  and  a  quarter  before  high  water  the 

*  One  of thofc  thi^l  WiCqt  wiih  Captain  Bernardo  on  the  dif. 

^ood 
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»''"'  ,    .„,„  the  Lake  Belle  ; 

flood  begins  .0  fet  «f '^Jw  diftance  from  the 

mouth  or  entrance  of  the  f^,„„„. 

R;,er  and  ^^^^''"""IXts,  and  two  other 
„outs,  pikes,  perch,  and  muU^  '^^^^  ^,^^u. 
forts  of  6(h  pecubar     "  ^^^^^^       ,  ^i 

g~^'   ""*  ^ffclS  and  delicate-.  And  Ad- 
thofe  forts  of  «»> '"^^  catch'd  m  Rio 

r;r:::t"a,heheUe,es.ina„,pa««f 

the  world.         ^,  .     ,^,0    Admiral  de  Fonts 
'"^"''i^      1"    hSsinUkeBELLBina 
Medftomther  ftofhtslbP^^^  .^^_^^^   ^^^^^^  ,, 

good  port  cover  d  by  »  River  I  named 

U  Co-ssET  fromj^^j;^  i„auftriou.  Ju- 
P..„E>,T.EKS,m  honour        y.^^^^   ^^^  ^  ^ 

dicious  Comrade  Mr.  r  ^^^^,  ,^6 

«oft  e^aly  n.f  ^  e  e  y  thm  ^^^^^ 
River  •,  «e  pafs  d  8  faUs.  •        3        .^  ^„  •,„ 
,„lar  from  its  fource  o»t  of  J*  ^^^^ich 

...UrgeUkelnam^^''-  ^„.  ^ 

place  we  an.ve     *;J       „,,.  »he  length  » 
.,3  .60  League  >°»g !»^;°„  „  j^. ;„  fome  place. 

6o  fathom  deep  ;  tl^e  l.  ^^  ^^^^^  „^  f.. 

cod  and  ling,  very  b^g  and        ^_^^^^  ^  _^  ^^^ 

veral  very  l«f  J^^^^  ^tfoods.  the  Mols  grows 
recovered  w-th  ^'^^^ ^^^  ,h,  Moofe,  a  ver, 
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large  fort  of  Deer,  are  fat  with  in  the  winter, 
and  other  lefler  Deer,  as  Fallow,  &c.  There  are 
abundance  of  Wild  Cherries,  Strawberries,  Hurtle- 
berries,  and  wild  currants,  and  alfo  of  wild  Fowl, 
Heath  Cocks  and  Hens,  likewife  Partridges  and 
Turkeys,  and  -  fea-Fowl  in  great  plenty  :  on  the 
South  fide  of  the  Lake  is  a  very  large  fruitful 
Ifland,  had  a  great  many  Inhabitants,  and  very 
excellent  Timber,  as  Oaks,  Alhes,  Elm  and.  Fir- 
trees,  very  large  and  tall.  * 

"  The  14th  of  July  we  failed  out  of  the  E.  N.  E. 
end  of  the  Lake  de  Fonte,  and  pafs'd  a  Lake  I 
named  Estricho  de  Ronquillo,  34  Leagues 
long,  2  or  3  Leagues  broad,  20,  26,  and  28  Fa- 
thom of  water  ;  we  pafsM  this  Strait  in  i  o  hours, 
having  a  (lout  gale  of  Wind  and  whole  Ebb. 
As  we  failed  more  eafterly,  the  Country  grew  very 
fenfibly  worfe,  as  it  is  in  the  North  and  South 
parts  of  America,  from  36  to  the  extreme  Parts 
North  and  South,  the  Weft  differs  not  only  in 
Fertility,  but  in  Temperature  of  Air,  at  leaft  10 
Degrees,  and  it  is  warmer  on  the  Weft  fide  than 
on  the  Eaft,  as  the  beft  Spanilh  Difcoverers  found 
it,  whofe  bufinefs  it  was  in  the  time  of  the  Empe- 
ror Charles  V.  to  Philip  IIL  as  is  noted  by 
Aloares  and  a  Costa  and  Mariane  &c. 

"  The  17th  we  came  to  an  Indian  Town,  and 
the  Indians  told  our  Interpreter  Mr.  Parmen- 
TiERS,  that  a  little  way  from  us  lay  a  great  ihip 
where  there  had  never  been  one  before  \  we  failed 

to 


,«T«0D0CTI01«. 

»"  •  man  advanced  i« 

S  Mechanical  P-'-^jf,,,,  ,„  EngUO.  Man. 
1  excellent  Seaman,  a»  '    ^ampechv,  as  well 

Tad  been  '^^^^""Z^lu.^^^  *'  '""^  '^" 
as  the  Matter's  S"";  t\\-o«n  called  Bo.TOH*^ 

,te;  Gentleman-^-i  Major         ^^^  ^a.-techu- 
tonvin^-^»f   ;LaGentleman»d 
fo  I  received  nim  ^«ke  Prize  of  any 

::;J:n.ycon.^--t:;:w5»in.o 

,  t^i'^^;::rd=r-vrx 

Otters,  and  other  Turs  an  ^^^  „„,  i 

tollWent  of  ^"'"'""L  lich  cod  me  r.oo 
'"v  him  my  ">r?"' '^;1  modea  Gentleman  te- 
llces  of  Eight  («hr^  *    ™,      ^^  the  brave 
cdvedV.thd.fficuUy).""  ,,„,„,^,.,.». 

hu  '°7»8'; ,:"!»,  »«>>«*  t"'"*  " 

:tr;r<^r,Si>«iti..  .         Navigator. 
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Navigator,  Capt.  Shapley,  for  his  fine  Charts 
and  Journals,  loco  Pieces  of  Eight,  and  the 
Owner  of  the  Ship,  Seimor  Gibbons,  a  quarter 
Cafk  of  good  Peruan  Wine,  and  the  lo  Seamen 
eacii  20  Pieces  of  Eight,  the  6th  of  Augufl,  with  as 
much  Wind  as  we  could  fly  before,  and  a  Current, 
we  arrived  at  the  firft  Fall  of  the  River  Parmen- 
TiERS,  the  I  ith  of  Augud,  86  League?,  and  was 
on  the  South  Side  of  the  Lake  Belle  on  board 
our  Ships  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  before  the  fine 
Town  of  CoNossET,  where  we  found  all  things 
well,  and  the  honed  Natives  of  Congsset  had 
in  our  abfence  treated  our  People  with  great  hu- 
manity, and  Captain  de  Ronqitillo  anfwered. 
their  civility  an<]  judice* 

"  The  20th  of  Auguft'  xa  Indian  brought  me  t 
Letter  to  CoNoss£T  on  the  Lake  Belle,  from 
Captain  Bernardo,  dated  the  nth  of  Augufl:, 
where  he  fent  me  word  he  was  returned  from  his 
Cold  Expedition,  and  did  afliire  me  there  was  no 
Communication  out  of  the  Spanifli  or  Atlantic 
Sea,  by  Davis's  Strait ;  for  the  Natives  had  con- 
ducted one  of  his  Seamen  to  the  head  of  Davis's 
Strait,  which  terminated  in  a  frefti  Lake  of  about  30 
Miles'ih  circumference,  in  the  80th  Degree  of  north 
latitude ;  and  that  there  was  prodigious  Mountains 
North  of  it,  befides  to  the  North- Weft  from  that 
Lake;,  the  Ice  was  fo  fixed,  that  from  the  Shore  to 
100  Fathom  Water,  for  ought  he  knew  from  this 
Croation  j  for  Mankind  kne'.v  little  of  ihe  woiu^er- 

ful 
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„e,  that  he  made  thePo^t  o  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

where  he  waited  my  ""     „    .f„„3„d  Fifli.that 
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Morning  about  E.ght.  «»  at  a  ^^^^^^ 

^,..AandM.«H-;;-^J„„,..,,p„.of 
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>vhlch  came  from  Boston,  and  confequently  from 
the  eadward,  it  is  certain  that  there  would  be  an 
open  communication    between   the    two    oceans 
through  the  north  part  of  America.    It  might 
be  imagined,  if  all  the  details  of  this  interior  na- 
vigation are  really  contained  in  the  original  letter, 
that,  in  faying  that  the  paiTage  fought  does  not 
exifl;,  the  Admiral  meant  that  the  northern  part 
of  the  American   continent  is  not  divided  by  a 
continued  Strait  or  Channel,  navigable  for  fhips 
throughout  its  whole  length,  as  the  fouth  part  is 
divided  by  the  Strait  of  Magellan  ;  and  that 
the  communication  of  the  Teas  to  the  northward  is 
interrupted  by  the  cataracts  of  the  River  Parmen-* 
TIERS,  which  either  require  a  carrying- place,  or  a 
removal  into  craft  that  can  clear  the  catarafts. 
But  if,  as  feveral  motives  incline  us  to  fuppofe, 
fome  zealous  promoter  of  the  fearch  after  the  paf- 
fage,  informed  that  in  1640,  a  Spaniih  Admiral 
had  difcovered,  in  the  latitude  of  53%  a  great 
archipelago,  and  a  large  navigable  river  whofe  bed 
extends  in  a  north-eaft  diredion,  has  raifed  on  this 
foundation   a  chim^ical  fuperftrufture,    deline' 
ated  on  paper  imaginary  rivers  and  lakes,  which 
edablifh  a  fhort  and  eafy  communication  between 
the  two  feas,  it  is  not  poffible  that  this  Editor  of 
a  pretended  letter  of  Fuemte,  after  having  inter- 
woven in  a  true  narrative  every  thing  that  might 
make  his  readers  believe  in  the  exigence  of  a 
paflage,  every  thing  that  was  likely  to  excite  the 
Yot.  I.  c  zeal 
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»•  son's  Bay  Cotnpany  has,  very  lately  only,  caufed 
**  a  journey  to  be  made  by  land  to  the  Frozen 
**  Sea  ;  it  is  difficult,  I  fay,  after  all  this,  to  con- 
"  ceive  where  we  are  to  infert  the  Archipelago  of 
**  San  Lazaro,  the  Rio  de  los  Reyes,  the 
**  LagoBello,  the  river  Parmenti re,  the  Laoo 
**  deFuente,  the  Estrecho  oe  Rongueillo, 
**  the  river  iIaro,  the  river  Bernardo,  the  Laoo 
*'  Velasco,  and  the  peninfula  of  Conibassbt; 
**  all  which  are  found  in  the  narrative  or  rather 
»*  the  reveries  of  De  Fonte  *." 

In  whatever  edeem  I  may  hold  the  extenfive  eru- 
dition and  difcriminating  genius  of  Mr.  Forster, 
I  cannot  diflemble  the  weaknefs  of  thofe  objections  t 
they  vanifh  if  they  are  compared  with  fa£ts. 

It  will  be  feen  farther  on,  iii  the  voyages  of 
the  Spaniards,  of  Captain  Cook,  and  of  the 
Russians,  on  which  Mn  Forster  reds :  i.  That 
the  Spaniards,  in  thei):  Voyage  of  1775,  in  af. 
cending  from  47**  40'  to  the  latitude  of  57'  north, 
failed  at  too  great  a  diftance  from  the  land  ever  to 
have  fight  of  it ',  and  that,  in  (landing  back  to  the 
fouthward,  it  was  <Hily  in  47*  that  they  began 
to  didinguifh  and  examine  the  coves,  the  capes^ 
&c.  2.  That  Captain  Cook  had  been  deprived 
of  the  fight  of  the  land  firom  the  5>>th  to  the  56th 
parallel.  3.  That  the  Russians,  in  thofe  of 
their    voyages  with   which  we    are    acquainted, 

*  Forfitr^i  Northern  t^eyagts  anJ  Dt/eovtriet,  page  4.54. 
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have  never  cbme  farther  fouth  than  the  latitude 
of  56°  *  :  thus,  neither  have  the  Russians,  Cook, 
nor  the  Spaniards,  ever  had  an  opportunity 
of  verifying  a  difcovery  which  Fuente's  narra- 
tive places  in  the  latitude  of  53". 

As  for  the  objedkion  which  the  journey  by  land 
from  Hudson's  Bay  to  the  Frozen  Sea  fumifhes 
to  Mr.  FoRSTER,  it  does  not  appear  to  me  more 
valid.  The  Travels  of  Mr.  Hearne  and  others, 
who  all  fet  off  from  the  parallels  of  59  or  600, 
and  went  as  far  to  the  northward  as  the  land 
could  carry  them,  prove  nothing  againfl:.the  reality 
of  a  difcovery  which  is  to  be  placed  in  the  53d 
parallel.  Arguments  might  much  rather  be  found 
from  the  refearches  that  have  been  made  in  the 
country  fituated  to  the  weftward  of  the  fouth  part 
of  Hudson's  Bay  towards  the  parallel  of  53%  but 
this  furvey  which,  hitherto,  appears  not  to  have 
bc;en  carried  beyond  '^00  or  350  leagues  to  the 
weftward,  might  only  prove  that  there  does  not 
ezift  in  that  quarter  a  communication  between  the 
two^eas ;  but  not  that  200  or  300  leagues  to  the 
weftward  of  the  limit  of  this  furvey.  Admiral  ds 
I^uente  did  not  difcover  on  the  weft  coaft  of 


*  When  I  fay  that  the  Ruflians  came  no  lower  than  the 
latitude  of  $6%  I  do  not  mean  to  fpeak  of  the  Jlleullan  Iflands 
which  are  a  dependency  of  jimer'uat  and  the  moft  fouthern  of 
which  extend  under  the  51ft  parallel  t  the  queftion  here  only- 
regards  the  great  Weft  Coaft  of  the  Continent,  diftant  about 
three  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaftward  of  the  moft  eaftem  of 
the  Akuitott  Iflands. 
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Amf^rica,  a  great  archipelago,  a  large  navigable 
river  and  lakes  wh^e  boats  might  enter. 

It  feems  to  me  that,  from  the  information  which 
has  been  procured  us  refpeding  this  quarter  by 
the  navigators  who  vifited  it  in   1786—87—88 
and  89,  it  is  poiTibie  to  diftinguifh  in  the  letter  of 
Admiral  de  Fuente,  what  is  truth  from  what  be- 
longs to  fidion ;  and  nothing  is  more  common  . 
than  fidions  in   the  old  narratives  of  the  Spa- 
niards.    Certainly,  I  fhall  not  believe  that  the  Ad- 
miral, with  the  fole  help  of  the  flood-tide,  cleared, 
in  his  fhallop,  cataracts  of  32  feet  in  perpendi- 
,  cular  height ;  I  (hall  not  believe  the  exigence  of 
that  great  Lago  de  Fuente,  full  of  large  inha- 
bited iflands ;   I  (hall  not  believe  the  exigence  of 
thofe  great  cities  in  a  country  where  none  were 
ever  feen ;   nor  of  thofe  natives  fo  humane,  fo 
hofpitable,  who    abundantly  viftualled  the  fqua* 
dron,  and  provided  for  all  its  want«,  and  who, 
though  likely  to  fpeak  different  languages;  are  all 
equally  well  underftood  by  the  Spaniards :  neither 
(hall  I  believe  the  exigence  of  that  great  lake  Ve- 
LASco,  in  which  Captain  Bernardo,  after  bav^* 
ing  failed   140  leagues  weft,  then  runs  436  eaft- 
north-eaft,    «  direction   which,    from   the  point 
ivhence  he  fails,  ought   to  have  carried   him  to 
the  latitude  of  ^o  degrees,  and  which  conveys 
him,  as  by  enchantnient,  to  77  and  evjen  to  79  de« 
grees :   I  ihall  ;u>t  ^lieve  the  meeting  with  th^ 
PosTON   (hip  of  Captain  Shapley,  whom  th^ 

C  ^  Admiral 
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Admiral  goes  to  viHt  with  his  (hallop,  no  doubfc 
on  the  wefl:  fide  of  Hudson's  Bay  :  laftly,  I  ihall 
not  believe  that,  in  an  unknown  country,  acrofs; 
lakes,  (Irzuts,  rivers,  and  catara£t$,  it  is  poffible  to 
terminate,  in  the  fpace  of  two  months^  a  voyage 
of^x  hundred  leagues  to  go,  zndjix  hundred  leagues 
to  return.  All  this  heap  of  wonders  and  abfurd- 
ities  is,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreffion,  the  fable  of  a 
poem ;  it  is,  if  the  reader  pleafe,  the  bait  which  the 
Englifli  editor  of  Fuente's  letter  has  prefented 
to  the  avidity  of  adventurers  whom  he  wifhes  to 
induce  to  purfue  tjie  fearch  of  a  north-west. 
Parage ;  but  let  us  fee  whether^  in  the  midft  of 
all  thefe  exaggerations,  in  the  midfl:  of  all  thefe 
falfehoods,  we  (hall  not  difllnguiih  one  Tingle  h€(, 
one  fmgle  truth.  ,  * 

The  Spanifh  hiftorians  have  made  |io  mention  of 
Fuente's  voyage,  I  know  not  even  whether  thiff 
Admiral  is  fo  much  as  named  in  the  hillories  of 
America  ;  but  their  filence  refpefting  that  event 
would  be  no  proof  that  the  voyage  was  not  per^ 
formed*  The  difcoveries  of  the  modern  voyager9 
of  other  nations,  lefs  referved  than  in  paffec} 
times,  were  thofe  of  Spa^iih  America  to  whpn^ 
fecrecy  was  enjoined,  and  who,  in  general,  havi; 
obferved  it  too  well,  may  throw  a  great  light  on 
the  difcoveries  of  the  ancient  navigators.  We  a^-q 
certain  that,  in  the  interval  from  1786  to  1789, 
La  P£ rouse,  and  after  him,  the  Englifli  navi- 
gators and  the  Americans  of  the  Unitep  States. 
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whom  the  fur-trade  has  brought  in  crowds  to  the 
KORTH-wi-sT  coaft  of  AMERICA,  have  difcovered 
and  vifited,  between  the  47th  and  the  56th  paral- 
lels, near  200  leagues  of  coaft,  where  Captain 
Cook,  before  thefe  perioiiS,  had  already  difcover- 
ed, in  the  fouth  part,  ihe  Port  called  Nootka 
Sound.  All  this  fpace,  which  comprifes  to  the 
fouth,  the  Inlet  or  Strait  of  Fuca,  and  to  the 
north,  other  Inlets,  feveral  of  which  have  been 
examined  and  in  which  fhips  have  anchored,  prei- 
fents,  throughout  its  whole  length,  only  a  firing 
of  grouped  iflands,  forming  between  them  innu- 
<e  able  channels ;  and  feveral  of  thefe  are  feen 
■■:,  iihe  latitude  of  53%  in  which  Fuente  places 
his  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro  and  his  Rio 
DE  LOS  Reves.  If  we  admit  that  this  Admiral 
after  having  croifed  the  Archipelago,  arrived  in 
that  great  fea  where  Captain  Mearls  affirms  that, 
in  1789,  the  American  floop  the  Washington, 
failed,  leaving  the  archipelago  to  the  wed,  and 
feeing  the  lands  of  the  continent  to  the  eafl,  we 
may  believe  that  Fuente,  perceiving  ahead  of 
him  the  main  land,  directed  his  courfe  towards  it ; 
that,  having  reached  thp  coaft,  he  there  difaovered, 
in  the  latitude  of  53%  a  large  river,  into  which  he 
carried  his  (hips ;  and  that  his  boats,  in  afcending 
it,  may  have  proceeded  as  far  as  the  lake  where 
the  fource  of  the  river  i?  fituated  *.  We  con- 
ceive 

*  I  ihall  here  fay,  anticipating  in  point  of  date,  that  i^ 
1986,    La  Perouft  difcctvered,  at    a  fomewhat  conftderabl^, 
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*^  ^     A^«.iral   or  the  Edijor 

of  to  Letter,  may  have  acco   v"  ^^^^ 


' — ■ ""^  .      *    >  ftrine  of  lands,  or 

l„d-,HKn.iddkof  which  ••'^'"4  ,„„  ,l„ma.nUni 
^fi.  .fcrtated  *«*'»-;?''r^  leagues  in  ««*  >  a"* 
'b%'ch.n«l.  or  along  g""'^  ^^^  „*a  to  ..«.  h'dit- 
St„  having  'f 'tf^nt  omXd..  "«^*  '.'"  f  •  "^ 

^:Jdof  .hot.  lands;  h.  f^^  'tgs%'.  V^'i'-  t" 
fo^  aconfiaerahk  number  "f^ir'^tfloop  mJU-S'"'  ^: 

^^Ig  to  the  ''»''''f7\fl*;«  archipelago.  ««"=^' 
Uh  terminates  to  the  fouhth^K  ^^^  ^^  f  ^ 

Uis  taia,  into  an  open  f".  f°        ,^,  „ft„„d,  and  at  a 
.rchipelago.  and  had  -*f J^  ^nd.  of  the  continent, 
-rat  dillance,  a  «cw  »'  ?'  .f'°.„:,,  „f  o«r  time  (*«■ 
*"„  comparing  -Hh  tW.  ^^^  Xt  .«  «.d  in  W? 


«««/,  o/«.A«A  /A^/' '"  ^;  ;3e  that  the  Admira  .  dnven 
«.rr.tlve.  ^e  might  P^^^^?    3.,  tad  at  fira  e.ammed  the 
into  the  offing  ^^  ''""'y S'lU.  the  moft  diftant  from 
weft  coaft  of  the  fi'^-^^.X'^^S  is  fttuated  towards  the 
Tbe  continent,  « V'\    Inl  croffed  thcfe  lands  .hich  pre  ent 
latitude  of  53°  ;  }^^'X^^  XhWhed  current  may  gve  to  a 
feveral  channels,  m  -^•«=^;"  ^^^er,  he  found  himfelf  m  th^ 
long  ftrait  the  appearance  f^  "     '^^jflands  from  the  great 
°  Lhich  fcP-''^^»*^^f'^tJtnftanding  to  the  eaftward, 
Sft  archipelago  ;  f  *\.^-  "f  «  ^^  ^^  f^^j,  fo,  the  cont. 
reached  this  fecond  archipelago.  «»^  ^^  ^^p,   .„to 

U,  he  put  in   there.  ^^^^^^^J^^  .j^^vered  by  C.ptam 

fomt  one  of  ^^f --''XeHuVi^g  -»^-^  ^"  '" 
Z)«flC4» ;   that,  having  entered  ^  t^^n 
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which  are  probable,  and  perhaps  true,  with  all 
the  romantic  embelliftiments  that  have  determined 
fome  learned  men  to  clafs  this  account  among 
imaginary  voyages :  but  it  may  be  no  lefs  true  that, 
in  the  latitude  of  53%  the  Admiral  failed  acrofs  an 
archipelago,  that  beyond  it,  he  found  an  open  fea» 
an  inhabited  coaft,  a  great  river,  and  fome  lakes  ; 
and  that  while  he,  on  coming  out  of  the  archi« 


taken  for  the  mouth  of  a  river,  he  afcended  It  towards  the 
north-eaft ;  that  this  route  brought  him  to  that  interior  fea 
which  the  Wq/h'mgttm  had  difcovered,  and  that,  taking  it  for 
a  great  lake,  and  having  crofled  it  from  eaft  to  weft,  he  ar« 
rived  at  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  where  he  found  the  mouth 
of  a  river,  by  which  he  may  have  been  able  to  penetrate,  to 
a  certain  didance,  into  the  interior  of  the  country. 

Thefe  fuppofitions,  nc.doubt,  oifer  nothing  improbable ;  but 
no  m::thod  prefents  itfelf  for  verifying  the  fafts.  However,  I 
am  rather  inchned  la  believe  that  the  archipelago  on  which 
Futnte  impofed  the  name  of  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro, 
is  that  which  is  the  neareft  to  the  continent,  that  which  joins 
to  it  again  by  its  north  and  fouth  extremities,  and  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  which  is  fituoted  that  large  open  fca  which  feparates 
it  from  the  continent.  What  leads  me  to  think  fo,  is  that, 
according  to  the  account,  Fuente  proceede.^  z6o  Spanifh  leagues* 
or  near  300  marine  leagues,  in  the  winding  channels  of  his 
Archipelago  of  ^^r  Laxaro ;  and  that  we  know  that  the  archi* 
pelago  which  La  ^iroufe  difcovered  twenty  leagues  from  the 
continent/ is  not  more  than  twenty  marine  leagues  in  its  greateft 
length. 

I  requeft  the  Reader  to  caft  his  eye  on  the  chart  prefixed  to 
Mearet'a  voyages,  and  to  read  this  note  again  when  he  has 
obtained  a  knowledge  of  the  voyages  of  La  Piroufti  Dun^, 
Grey,  and  others,  which  are  here  to  be  found  after  the  Hiftory 
of  the  Voyages  of  the  Spaniards. 
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#  Spain  has  hitherto  feemed  to  att^t  ^^^  ^^^^  j^^^ 

„«„ative  as  apocryphal,  and  to  confim  ^^^ /^^^^  j^  ,  gpa. 
"prevailed,  that  his  difcovery  -s  a Jaole  ^^^.^^^^^  ^^  ,j^ 

Uwork,  entitled  «  ^«^-  ^^Jf^^  ;      ,,,•,,„  of  the 

Catholic  Majefty.  P"^^f  th"u  ^  requihte  P.rmiffions  and 
.      CouncU  of  I.S  Jndias,  and  with  aU  the  req     ^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^.^^^  ^^_ 

Examinations  (il^-^n^.  '757.  4  P'  ^^  j^p„„,^  (or  F«.«<0 
«  fpcato  the  dircover.es  of  ^.^«ca^^  .^  „^,,ff.ry 

..  ,;ery  motive  of  honour  and  gpod  ^^'^^^^^^  „„  ,He  nar, 
..  o  declare  that  no  reliance  ought  to  be  pU 
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The  examination  into  which  I  have  entered, 
of  the  voyage  of  Admiral  Fuente,  has  laid  mo 
under  the  neceflity  of  indicating  by  anticipation, 
difcoveries  which  belong  to  very  recent  periods ; 
but  I  refume  the  chronological  order  of  the 
voyages. 

Th^  lad  expedition  of  which  hiftory  has  handed 
down  to  us  the  authentic  details  was,  as  has  been 
feen,  that  of  Viscaino  in  1602;  and  I  havefet 
forth  what  might  be  prefumed  from  that  of  Fu« 
ENTE,  in  1640.  To  reckon  from  the  latter,  a 
whole  century  elapfed  without  any  nation  having 

appeared  to  concern  itfelf  about  the  weft  coafl:  of 
North  America.  We  muft  neverrhelefs  con- 
clude that,  if  Spain  made  no  maritime  expedition. 
Ihe  neglected  not  to  pufli  by  land  her  difcoveries 
towards  the  north }  but  her  hidorians  are  filent  re-i 


**  ratives  that  have  announced  them  to  us.  If  I  be  now 
**  aflced,"  fays  the  author,  "  what  rivers,  what  lakes,  wh.at  na- 
**  tions,  &c.  except  what  ic  known  by  the  difcoveries  of  the 
*f  RuQians,  are  to  be  found  on  the  coail  of  America,  rcckoninj^ 
**  from  California  and  New  Mexico,  towards  the  north,  on 
••  a  fpace  oi  ffty  degrees  (a  thoufand  leagues)  in  latitude,  I 
'*  am  not  afliamed  to  anfwer  without  any  heHtation,  and  in 
V  a  finglt  word  :  Te  no  h  fe,  I  don't  know,  I  know  nothing 
««  pf  the  matter." 

The  pains  taken  to  -accredit  this  opinion  may  have  beep 
dilated  by  a  policy  the  fyftem  of  which  is  not  new  :  Spair^ 
by  declaring  that  (he  gave  no  credit  to  the  difcvovenes  of 
Fuca  and  Fuente,  wiflicd  that  other  nations  might  not  give 
credit  to  thcii^  either,  and  make  no  ?ttempt  to  find  them 
^gain. 
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daily  with  the  certainty  of  meeting,  at  no  great 
diftance,  with  the  weftern  lands  of  America. 

But,  it  muft  be  admitted,  little  hope  was  enter-' 
tained,  that  adventurers,  without  any  knowledge  of 
the  art  of  navigation,  and  who,  being  hunters  by 
profeflion,  from  time  to  time  tempted  fortune  at 
fea,  in  order  to  <;xtend  their  hunting  to  the  iflands 
in  the  vicinity  of  Kamtschatka,  would  be  able 
to   procure  intelligence  which   (hould    leave  no 
doubt  refpedting  the  relative  fituation  of  Asia  and 
America:  navigating  from  one  ifland  to  another, 
in  the  bafm  formed  by  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the 
former,  and  the  north-weft  coaft  of  the  latter,  it 
would  have  been  pofllble  that,  without  fufpeding 
it,  they  might  have  landed  at  fomc  advanced  point 
of  the  American  continent ;  and  that,  finding  there 
the  fame  animals  which  they  purfued  in  the  iflands, 
it  might  not  occur  to  their  mind  that  they  had 
pafled  from  one  continent  to  another.     No  certain 
information  could  therefore  be  obtained  in  this 
refpeft,  but  by  a  concerted  expedition  which  was 
to  be  intrufted  only  to  the  moft  experienced  fea. 
men.    P£ter  I.  to  whom  the  half  of  a  great  con- 
tinent, fallen  to  his  lot,  ftill  feemed  not  fufficient, 
drew  up  with  his  own  hand,,  a  little  time  before 
his  death,  the  inftru£lions  for  a  voyage  whofe  ob- 
jeA,  which  had  occupied  him  for  feveral  years,  was 
to    afcertain  whether  Asia  was  feparated   from 
America   by   a   Strait:    fully  determined,    no 
doubt,  not  to  confider  this  Strait,  if  it  exifted,  as  a 
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-7>»-.»'''-frifi::;scH.TKA  River, 
fcom  the  mouth  of  *«^*"  ,,.,,(1.  fol- 
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had,  in  the  latitude  of  (if  18'  north,  arrived 
within  fight  of  a  cape  to  the  north,  from  which  the 
coafl  trended  to  the  weftward.  In  this  firfl  voyage 
he  did  not  make  the  coad  of  America,  but  re« 
turned  to  the  port  whence  he  had  failed  *. 

William  Coxe,  in  his  "  Account  of  the  RuJiatC 
Difcoveriest*  fays  that  "  Beering,  in  his 
voyage  from  Kamtschatka,  in  1728,  towards 
"  TscHUKNOTSKoi  Noss,  failed  along  the  coaft 
<*  of  TscHUTSKi  as  high  as  latitude  67*  i8',  and, 
**  obferving  the  coaft  to  take  a  wefterly  direction, 
"  he  too  hadily  concluded,  that  he  had  pafled. 
**  the  north-eaftern  extremity.  Apprehenfive,  if 
"  he  had  attempted  to  proceed,  of  being  locked  in 
"  by  the  ice,  he  returned  to  Kamtschatka. 
'*  If  he  had  followed  the  (hore,  he  would  have 
"  found,  that  what  he  took  for  the  Northern 
"  Ocean  was  nothing  more  than  a  deep  bay  f." 

Mr.  CoxE  here  commits  an  error  which,  doubt- 
lefs,  he  would  have  rectified,  if,  at  the  time  when 
he  wrote  (before  the  year  1780),  he  could  have 
known  the  difcoveries  of  Captain  Cook  in  this 
quarter.  The  obfervations  of  that  celebrated  na- 
vigator have  fixed  the  latitude  of  the  moft  eaftera 
cape  of  Asia  in  66*  5'  \  ;  and  if  Bberino,  in 

•  Seethe  Voyages  and  Difcoveritt  of  the  Ruffians,  by  MulUr^ 
tranflated  from  the  German.  Vol.  i    pages  147  and  following. 

•)■  Rttfjian  DifcoverieSf  by  IV.  Coxtt  London.  1780.  410.  page 
323,  Note*. 

X  See  the  Original  AJlronomical  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyag 
to  the  Northern  Pacific  Ocean,  Ufc.     By  W.  Bayly.     London. 
1782.  4to.  page  350. 
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and,  according  to  his  reckoning,  50  degrees*  ead 
from  the  meridian  of  Awatscha,  at  this  day 
called  Petropawlowska,  or  St.  Pkter  and  St. 
Paul.  On  the  aoth,  he  dropped  anchor  near  a 
fomeWhat  confiderable  ifland,  not  far  diftant  from 
the  continent:  and,  in  this  fituat'io:!,  u  poiiit  of 
land  which  projiifts  into  the  fea,  vjj,t  n:;.n'«;d  Cfipe 
Eli  A  8,  from  the  faint  of  the  day  :  another  cipe 
which  was  feen  in  the  diftance,  to  the  xveHvard  of 
the  former,  received  the  name  of  Cape  Si.  Her* 
MOGENES.  The  land  appeared  to  forrii  v  ]?T^e 
gulf  between  thefe  two  capes.  B£:/kiko  held  ii> 
tercourfe  with  the  natives  of  the  country,  t 

On  the  2 1  ft,  he  again  put  to  fea,  with  the  projf.O. 
of  getting  to  the  northward,  by  followir.g  the  di- 
refUon  of  the  coaft,  as  far  as  the  latitude  of  6^^i 
but  the  fituation  of  the  land  which  trended  to 
the  fouth-weft,  was  contrary  to  the  courfe  ihat  hv; 
intended  to  hold.  He  failed  through  a  firing  of 
iflands  which  Ikirt  the  great  peninfula,  known  at 
prefentby  the  name  of  Alaska  :  all  the  month  of 
Auguft  was  employed  in  this  navigation.  On  the 
a9th,  he  anchored,  in  55**  25',  in  the  rnuft  of  la 
group  of  iflands  which  he  named  Sctvumaoin  -. 
they  are  inhabited ;  and  the  ^ufilans  had  a  com- 
munication  with  the  natii  as.  He  ftruggled  againft 
contrary  winds  dU  ilie  24th  of  September,  when 
he  again  iaw  <Lhe  land  to  the  northward :  a  moun- 

*  It  is  now  weU  know^'  that  this  difTerence  of  longitude  ig  62 
degrees.  a 
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of  the  peninfula  "^ ^f^^^  St.  Johk.    ^  *« 
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.hich  «e  kn»«^  *^,  Jhich  are  fituated  near 
the  Aleutian  Wes.  »" 

the  continent  of  *«'"=;;  ,^„  hadbeenlna  fta.e 

For  fome  tune  paft,  »  _^^  ,„„g„  permrt- 
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of  the  (hip;  ""1*^  8'»«'P  failed  on  at  a  ven- 
attacked  by  the  fcurvy^    They  ^,^^ 
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rrherc—Lywere-,^-^^^ 
S  on  which  the  vJWa,»a-J;^.^  .,„,„, 
8th  of  December,  Becrin  ^^  ^^^^  „{ 

which,  very  P^P"'^' ''^^^  into  thefefeas, 
the  nrtt  navigator  f9j'^l^  continent  of  Au^- 
and  who  difcovered^;  W^^^^  ^.^^  „„  ,„own 

RicA  in  a  latitude  wtucn,  " 

,o,ager  hadattained-  ^^  ^^„  enabled 

Some  of  the  people,  thofc  only  ^  ^  ^ 

to  withftand  the  feventy  »' «  ^,„  toenite 

cefs  of  fatigue  and  »;f«^  .'"^f^ck  of  the  veffeU 
trouble,  to  corftrua.  w.ft jhe^  conveyed  tfeem 
abo»twhich,inthefollowmgye 
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The  voyage  of  Tschirikow  was  lefs  un^ortu* 
nate  than  that  of  his  commander}  but  fcarcely 
did  he  undergo  fewer  hardships.  After  his  re- 
paration from  the  commodore's,  veflel,  which  he 
looked  fbr  till  the  25th  of  June,  Ending  himfelf  on 
the  parallel  of  48%  he  direfted  his  courfe  to  the 
eaft.  It  appears  by  the  Chart  which  Mullen,  has 
annexed  to  his  Difcoveries  of  the  Ruffians,  that 
TscHiRiKow  who  difcovered  the  coa(l:  of  America 
towards  the  middle  of  July,  made  the  land  ther^^ 
between  the  fifty>fifth  and  fifty-fixth  parallels  j  but 
others  place  his  land-fall  in  58'.  The  coaft  which 
prefented  itfelf  before  him,  was  deep,  barren, 
guarded  by  rocks,  and  without  a  iingle  ifland  that 
could  afford  him  fhelter.  He  anchored  00*  the 
coafl:,  and  detached  *  '3  long-boat  with  orders  to 
put  on  (hore  wherever  ihe  could  land.  Severs^l 
days  elapfed  without  her  re*appearlng :  he  di{^ 
patched  his  other  boat  to  gain  tidings  of  her ;  but 
the  latter,  no  doubt,  experienced  the  fame  fate  as 
the  former ;  and  it  is  unknown  what  became  of 
either.  Some  canoes,  manned  by  Americans,  pre- 
fented themfeHves,  a  few  days  after,  to  reconnoitre 
the  (hip ;  but  they  durft  not  approach  her,  and 
there  remained  on  board  no  boat  of  any  fort 
that  could  be  detached  to  join  or  purfue  themf, 
and  prevail  on  them  to  come  to  the  (hip  where 
they  would  have  been  detained  for  hoflages. 
TscJHiRiKow  defpairing  to  fee  again  the  men 
whom  he  had  fent  on  ihore,  refolved  to  quit  the 
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Fox  Ifland»,  which  the  RuiTian  Chans  divide,  iiito 
feveral  archipelagoes  under  diffcreat  names ;  of  all 
the  part  .pf  the,(;oa(l  which  extends  ead  and  weft 
under  the  parallel  of  60%  and  comprehends  agreat 
number  of  iilands  (ituated  to  the  fouth  of  the  main 
land,  fome  of  which  were  yifited,  and  others  only 
perceived  by  Be  eking  ;  laftly  of  the  Peninfula  of 
Alaska^  and  of  the  lands  fituated  to  the  north  of 
this  peninfula  as  ffir  as  the  70th  degree.  It  is  on 
thefe  Alj^utian  Iilands,  and  on  upwards  of  three 
hundred  leagues  of  coad  which  extend  beyond  the 
Polar  Circle,  that  the  indefatigable  Ruflians  have 
formed  thofe  numerous  fettlements,  thofe  f^ftories 
that  fupportthe  fur- trade  from  whiph  the  Empire 
of  Russia  derives  fuch  great  advantages  in  its 
commercial  concerns,  ^nd  exch^mges  with  the  em- 
pireof  China.  .,^,.„. 

I  muft  obferve  that  the  French  were  not  entirely 
ftrangers  to  the  firft  difcovery  which  the  Ruffians 
made  of  the  wefl:  coafl;  of  North  America. 
The  brother  of  our  celebrated  Dei.isles,  the  one 
an  aftronomer,  the  other  a  geographer,  Delisle 
D£  laCroyere,  was  embarked,  as  a  man  of 
fcience,  on  board  of  Tschirikow's  (hip,  as  S tel- 
ler, a  phyfidan  by  profeffion  and  verfed  in  every 
branch  of  natural  hiftory,  was  on  board  that  of 
Beerikg.  Sicknefs,  which  made  fo  many  ravages 
on  board  Tschirikow's  (hip,  did  not  fpare  La 
Croyere  ;  his  life  ended  with  the  expedition. 
Captain  Clerke  who,  after  the  tragical  death  of 
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L*  Pi^o»«  .00^  ev«y  «»^^  original  account  ot 
fuch  as  it  IS  to  be  f?aa  .  ^^^^^  ^^  p„i„„g 
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at  feven  thoufand  .leagues  from  Europe,  all 
Euppeans,  ^nd  efpesially  European  jeamen,  pe 
countrymen  and  brothers :  and  does  not  the  inan 
who,  by  his  difcoveries  or  his  labours,  has  dererved 
well  of  mankind,  belong,  through  gratitude,  to 
every  nation  on  earth  ? 

While  the  Ruffians,  in  their  numerous  excurfions, 
were  eager  to  difcover  the  North  part  of  Ameri- 
ca, in  the  vicinity  of  their  Afiatic  domains,  with 
jwh^ch  it  was  of  importance   to  thepi  to  be  ac- 
qua^oted,  the  Spaniards  to  whom  this  knowledge 
,:was  no  lefs  important,  feemed,  for  a  long  tiijie 
pad,  ppt  to  think  of  profecuting  their  fir  ft  ^\ko- 
veries.     From  1640,  that  is  to  fay,  from  the  ex- 
pedition, partly  true,  partly  fabulous,  of  /^dmiral 
de4Fuent£,  pr  rather  frpjn  1602,  the  period  pf 
the  authentic  expedition  pfViscAiNO,  to  1769, 
the  Spanifh  hiftp^-ians  are  filent  refpeding  the  fuci- 
ceflive  attempts  which  the  Vicerpys  pf  Mexico 
muft  have  ordered  for  increafing  the  territory  of 
Spanish  America,  and  pufliing  their  jnvaficpns 
to  the  nprt,hward  of  California.     It  cannot,  be 
doubted  however,  that,  during  this  period  of  167 
years,  the  Spaniards  ^ave  gained  ground,  foot  by 
footjjn  the  interior  .of  the  country  j  but.it  appears 
that  no  expedition  by  fea,  undertaken  in  this  view, 
has  dfferved  that  l^idoryJhould  tranfmit  us  the 
details  or  even  preferve  to  us  the  remembrance  of 
it.     It  was  not  till  in  1769,  that,  roufed  by  the  dif- 
^pveries  of  the  Ruilians  whom  t]ie  allureiqent  of^ 
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execution  of  "'"""'*         ,wrecolleaed  that, 

certain  time  ^r!-^  v.scMKO  ha.i  difcovered 
in  1602,  an  Admiral  vi  ,^_ 

^excellent harbour,  f^^^'^f^  ^.^^.^e 
.      utude.    This  pofinon  ^htch  be«m      ^^  ^^^  ^.^ 

.       between  the  f-S^f^fl  Ruffians,  appeared 
„U  of  the  d&ovenes  "^^  their  furveys 
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wards  this  port,  they  (hould  beghi  by  eftablifliing 
afirft  prefidio  at  that  of  San  Diego,  fituated  in 
the  latitude  of  33' 40',  off  the  Ifthmus  of  Cali- 
fornia.   But,  in  proje^ing  a  new  invafion  againfl:  ; 
the  natives  of  America,  it  was  abfolutely  neceffary  i 
for  them  to  ihut  their  eyes  on  their  own  condui^b  ! 
by  endeavouring  to  conceal  from  themfelves  the 
injuflice   of  an  ufurpation;  and  the  government 
thought  to  be  juflified  in  th^  eyes  of  mankind,  and 
in  their  own,  if  they,  in  fome  meafure,  affociat^ 
the  Supreme  Being  to  a  project  of  iniquity  :  as  if 
the  God  of  peace  was  the  God  of  conqueft  and 
deflrudion !    They  talked  only  of  the  propagation 
of  the  faitli,  of  the  converfion  ot  infidels ;  and  re- 
ligion, which  they  brought  forward,  covered,  with 
a  refpeded  veil,  the  real  motives  and  the  objed  of 
the  enterprife :   miflionary  priefls  were  appointed 
to  march  with  the  army,  and  to  edablifh  a  miflion 
in  every  place  where  it  was  propofed  to  eftablifli  a 
prefidio ;  thus,  every  where,  the  ftandard  of  the    v. 
ufurper  was  to  be  planted  befide  the  crofs  of  the    ' 
chrjftians.' 

But  Spain  decided,  without  intending  it,  a 
queilion  which  her  intered,  perhaps,  would  have 
required  that  fhe  fliould  leave  always  undetermin- 
ed ;  that  of  knowing  whether  the  mere  difcovery 
of  a  land,  or  even  the  empty  formality  of  an  ad 
of  taking  polfeflion  without  being  followed  by  the 
effed,  could  (land  in  lieu  of  a  real  title  of  property 
or  of  a  right  of  occupation.    Had  (he  forgotten 
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df  CALtFOftMiA,  wiM  ikitended  to  follow  the  coaft 
'by  land,  Wlule  the  padktts  ranged  along  it  byfea. 
But  the  Marquis  de  Croix  judging  that  the  fnuJi 
nuntb^i'  of  Europeans  which  he  'had  at  his  dif- 
pbfil;  would  nbt  be  fufficient  for  reducing  the  na- 
tions to  the  northward  of  California,  who,  no 
doubt,  would  take  up  arms  againft  the  Innkiders  of 
their  country,  determined,  from  the  example  of 
the  conqueror  of  Mexico,  to  opp6fe  one  nation 
of  America  to  another ;  and  Californians,  armed 
in  their  manner,  were  compelled  to  join  the  Eu- 
ropean band,  in  order  to  aflift  in  fubjeding  their 
countrymen  to  the  foreign  yoke  which  they  them- 
felves  had  borne. 

On  the  loth  of  January  1769  *,  Don  Vincente 
Vila  fet  fail  from  the  harbour  of  La  Paz,  fituated 
on  the  weft  coaft  of  CAJ.ifoRNiA,  towards  the 
latitude  of  24"  30'.  The  packets  had  to  ftruggle 
againft  the  northerly  i^inds  which  prevail  on  this 
coaft  ;  and  the  land-forces  experienced  thegreateft 
fatigues.  It  was  not  till  the  29th  of  April  that 
they  were  able  to  reach  the  harbour  of  San  Die- 

*  The  Spanifli  account  of  this  voyage  was  printed  at  the 
Printjng-Office  of  the  Government  of  Neiu  Sj>ain,  under  the 
title  of  Diario  htflorico  de  los'f'ia^et  (fe  Mar  y  Tlerra  bechos'al 
Norte  de  la  California  &c.  The  work  is  very  difficult  to  be  met 
with  in  Spain  \  but  I  have  fucceeded  in  procuring  from  Ma- 
</rt</,  a  manufcript  copy  which,  from  Its  accuracy)  is  equivalent* 
to  the  printed  account.  A  more  detailed  extradl  from  this 
voyage  will  be  found  in  the  geographical  notes  which  were 
annexed  to  the  Inftrusftions  given  to  La  Perovfe. 
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flill  to  learn  the  fituatlon  of  a  country  fo  near  that 
which  they  have  occupied  for  three  hundred  yearj 
paft  :  it  appears,  however,  from  what  is  faid  in  the 
narrative,  that  both  men  and  things  were  there 
equally  new  to  them ;  and  this  obfervation  may 
lead  us  to  believe  that  if,  in  the  interval  from  1602 
to  1769,  they  have  made  a  progrefs  to  the  north 
of  Mexico,  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  they 
have  neglefted  to  obtain  a  knowledge  of  the  coafl : 
it  is  well  known  that,  in  general,  it  is  not  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fea  that  Nature  prepares,  by  the  work 
of   ages,   thofe  precious  and    fatal    metals,    the 
fearch  after  which  could  alone  excite  the  efforts 
and  enterprifes  of  a  people  to  whom  every  mean 
has  appeared  legitimate  for  acquiring  the  exclufive 
poflefiion  of  them.    In  La  Perouse's  journal,  the 
reader  may  be  gratified  by  the  perufal  of  fome 
jnterefting  details  refpefting  the  harbour  of  Mon- 
terey, the  adjacent  country,  and  the  fort  of  go- 
vernment which  the  conquerors  have  there  efta- 
bliflied :  it  muft  be  faid,  in  praife  of  the  million* 
ary  prieds,  employed  for  maintaining  the  conquefl; 
of  it,  that  if  they  make  the  fandity  of  their  office 
bend  to  ferve  policy  and  cupidity,  at  lead  they  em- 
ploy themfelves  with  a  truly  chriflian  zeal  in  light- 
ening by  every  confolation  that  religion  can  admi- 
nifter,  tHe  burden  of  flavery  which  mud  have  ap- 
peared infupportable  to  men  who  enjoyed  all  the 
liberty  of  nature. 
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thfe  repeated  voyages  of  the  Englifti  inttt  the 
Great  OceAn,  the  objeft  or  pretext  of  which, 
like  the  firft,  could  no  longer  be  to  obferve  the 
tranfit  of  Venus^  muft  naturaHy  have  awakened  the 
inquretude  of  the  Cabinet  of  Madrid,  and  foon 
fpi'ead  amofrg  the  Spaniards  frefh  alarm.  The 
government  judged  that  there  was  no  time  to  be 
loft  in  pro/ecuting  difcoveries  to  the  north  of  Ca- 
lifornia, and  f6rming  eftablifhments  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl;,  of  at  leaft  announcing  that 
j^pAiN  had  taken  polTeftion  of  it,  before  the  Englifb 
navigators,  following  the  example  of  their  country- 
man Drake,  fliould  come  and  plant  thefe  the  flag 
of  Great  BAitain.  By  thefe  a£ls  of  talking 
poflefllon,  illufory  as  they  were,  Spain  prepared 
the  means  of  defending  the  country,  of  gaining 
time,  and  of  engaging  in  her  caufe  her  allies  whotn 
it  indire£lly  concerned,  that  the  Englifli,  who  al- 
ready occupy  the  greater  part  of  the  e&fteirn  coafts 
and  territory  of  North  America,  ihould  hot 
fucceed,  iii  forming  in  like  manner  OA  its  Weftcrii 
toaiFs,  fettlements  to  which  the  pef fever^nce  of  Ati 
indefatigable  nation,  which  is  Meter  difedurftged 
#^  iu  iommerce  is  in  (|tteftioh,  jftighf »  Hk  thie 
fequel,  open  ready  and  eafy  eemthUtii^Midnt  Virith 
its  ftttlfcmeiits  iii  tU  eafterh  ^uailer.  Th6  EMglifli^ 
thus  oeciipyihg  North  AKiEkicA,  ft-om  ead  lo 
^eft,  from  iht^  poRtitih  #ouM  ineefikHltfy  hikvt 
threatened  Spanifli  America  :  and,  fome  day,  on 
one  of  thofe  pretexts  which  policy  always  holds  in 
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navigators,  Engli(h,  Americati8>  and  l^rench,  after 
having  examined  the  north-west  coaft  of 
America,  have  publiflied,  without  referve,  their 
^bfervations  of  every  kind,  and  the  general  and 
particular  charts  of  the  parts  which  th-^y  have 
vifited.  It  now  remains  for  us  only  to  acquire  mi^ 
nute  information,  which  perhaps  we  ought  nevet 
to  expert  from  the  Spaniards,  but  which  the  navi- 
gsltoi-s  of  dther  natibns,  who  fhall  find  ineans  to 
procure  it  on  the  fpot,  will  be  eager  to  communis 
cate  ta  thofe  even  that  perfift  in  leaving  theirs'  en* 
velopedin  the  impenetrable  (hades  of  myftery. 

Two  fmali  veflels,  the  Soriord  fchooner  aiidf  a 
Packet,  which  were  toi  be  employed  in  this  new 
expedition,  were  fitted  but  at  the  Port  of  San 
Blas,  fituated  on  the  coaft  of  Oalicia^  one  of 
the  provinces  of  Mexijo  ;  and  the  command  of 
it  was  intrufted  to  Don  Juan  de  Ayala,  who 
had  under  his  orders  Don  Juan  Fi^ancisco  de 
t A  Bodega  Y  Quadra. 

They  fet  fail  from  San  BtAS  on  the  i6th  of 
March  1775. 

On  the  7th  of  June,  in  the  latitude  df  41*30', 
they  reconnoitred,  at  a  fomewhat  coilfiderable 
diftance,  a  large  trad  of  the  coafl:  extending  fouth- 
eaft  and  north-weft:  this  part  comprifee  Cape 
Mendocino. 

On  the  9th,  they  anchored  in  a  harbour  fituated 
in  the  latitude  of  41°  7',  and  i9<*  4'  weft  frwn  San 
Blas  j  and  they  impofedon  it  the  napurdf  Pi^erto 
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ehoredafecondttme,  jnb       ^^^  ^^  sp.™„d. 

beingdefirocsof  p:ocu.   8       ,^„p„^r.,  w.th 
«atei,fen.»boatonft«  ^^^  j.    The 

;,  detachment  of  picked  ^^^(^^^  ,o  the 

"»•"'"  °'  trruttounding  them  .m»«*««'l'' 
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cut  them  off,  without  there  being  a  poflibility  of 
their  comrades  affording  them  any  afliftance. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  they  failed  from  this  road- 
ftead  with  the  wind  at  north -wefl:  and  north>north- 
wefl;,  by  which-they  left  the  coaft  fleering  to  the 
fouth-eaft. 

On  the  iftof  Auguft,  the  weather  was  fo  thick 
as  to  oblige  them  to  (land  oflf from  the  toaft  i^thi 
wind  was  at  north-weft  and  north. 

On  the  5th,  the  wind  veered  to  the  fouth*weft. ,. 

On  the  13  th,  they  had  many  figns  of  the  vici* 
nity  of  land  -,  and,  during  the  4th  and  1 5th,  thefe 
figns  increafed,  when  they  found  themfelves  in 
56^  18'  north  latitude,  and  i54Spani(h  leagues 
(of  17  J  to  a  degree)  weft  of  the  continent,  and 
69  leagues  from  an  ifland,  which,  according  to  the 
journal,  muft  be  the  moft  weftern  part  of  an 
archipelago  fituated  in  the  fame  parallel,  s^nd  was 
laid  down  on  the  m^anufcript  chart  that  the  Spa-^ 
niards  madb  ufe  of  for  regulating  their  courfe: 
it  would  thence  refult  that  this  ifland  muft  be 
diftant  from  the  continent,  94  Spanifli  leagues.  Or 
about  107  marine  leagues  of  20  to  a  degree.  I 
know  not  what  this  ifland  was,  of  which  the  Spa- 
niards had  a  certain  knowledge  iince  it  was  laid 
down  on  their  chart,  and  fmce  Maurelle,  in 
fpeaking  of  its  diftance  from  the  continent,  does 
not  fay  that  its  exiftence  was  doubtful :  no  track 
"bf  the  navigators  of  thefe  latter  times  paffes  at  fo 
great  a  diftance  from  the  continent  in  titc  parallel 
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pearedfotne«tdegulUe8,w»  ^^  ^^^ 

L  miadl.  of  *-7~  Hind   (pines)  as 
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On  the  17th,  the  wind  blew  moderate  from  the 
fouth,  by  means  of  which  they  entered  1  bay  that 
was  three  leagues  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  was  pro- 
tected from  the  north  by  Cape  D£l  Engano  ;  on 
the  oi)pofite  Hde  to  this  cape,  they  difcovered  a 
port  :nore  than  a  league  wide,  at  the  entrance,  per- 
fedly  fecure  from  all  winds,  but  the  fouth :  they 
nearly  approached  the  fides  of  the  bay,  and  never 
found  lefs  than  fifty  fathoms  in  depth ;  but  they 
could  not  perceive  any  kind  of  fiat  or  plain,  as  the 
mountains  come  quite  down  to  the  ihore.  Not- 
withilanding  this,  they  diftinguiflied  a  fmall  river ; 
but  it  was  night :  they  caft  anchor  in  fixty-fiz  fa* 
thoms  over  a  clayey  bottom . 

This  port  lies  in  57"  1 1'  north  latitude,  an4  34** 
1 2'  weft  longitude  from  San  Blas.  They  named 
it  Baya  d£  Guadalupa. 

On  the  1 8th,  Ayala  failed  again  vnth  the  wind 
at  north-weft,  and  the  next  morning  he  entered 
another  port  into  which  a  river  empties  itfelf; 
here  he  anchored,  in  eighteen  fethoms,  with  a 
landy  bottom,  within  piftol  (hot  of  the  (hore :  this 
harbour,  which  was  named  Puerto  de  los  Re- 
MEDios,  was  found  to  be  lituated  in  57°  18'  north 
latitude,  and  34"  12'  weft  longitude  from  San 
B].AS.  Here  too  the  Spaniards  had  an  inter- 
courfe  with  the  natives  of  the  coaft,  procured 
wood  and  v;ater,  and  took,  poifefnon  of  the  coun- 
try, with  the  accu domed  ceremonial, 

e  3  Ayala 
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'"  for  as  the  pat»««^  »'  58  » 

AvAl-AAen  «ent  as  far  ^^^.^^  ^^^^^,4 

without  ""''•'"S  !»Crds  the  Umit  of  the  moft 
.his  latitude,  «hKh»c  ^^  re«»ained  Per- 

fuaded  that  the  W*  <»  5'^"  j^  fo„„d.  »»' / 
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^  ingenious  '»»»7' !,„„,,  difcoveries  m  this 
ft„„  the  proiea  of  »^»P  J  ^^^,^j  ,pi.a„„  of 
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I.  Spaniards  intruMv-^J.^^  ^^^  ,,,. 

vc,age.  the  P^f-'f'""   '    .eftimony  of  the  more 
Jined  cannot  >»-''^;f  J,e  iuftified  fucA  and 
Modern  "-'f"  ".^S  of  the  par»  of 
yoEHTE.  and  »'«'?  *^!  "  J,  t,en  aUeted, and 
,he,r  difcove,ies,«h.chha«         ^^^.,„„,..  ^^.^ 
pethaps  defigneoly.  by  rotn  .^  ^f^,„aing  the 

U  remain  P-'f  J^^.^e Pue.to  i-s  .aT..- 

^..AD  to  the  parall..  of  «  i^,.,„g  ,he 

himfelf  moft    freque'  .y  vt 

landatadiftance.  ^  doubt,  the 

The  fifty-eighth  parall  I  ^a^.  ^^  ,^,5, 
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voyage,  although  their  P  ^^^^.a 
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niited  it  only  to  the  ftxty>fifth ;  for  fcarcely  had 
they  reached  the  latitude  of  -58',  when  we  fie 
them  run  back  to  the  fouthward,  with  the  intention 
of  gaining  the  harbour  of  Monterey  :  however, 
they  made  fome  difcoveries  which  chance  threw  in 
their  way. 

On  the  24th  of  Auguft,  in  the  latitude  of  55" 
17',  and  32*  9'  to  the  weft  of  8an  Blas,  the 
Spanifh  navigators  anchored  in  a  large  bay,  where 
an  arm  of  the  fea  prefents  a  fpacious  harbour, 
which,  in  honour  of  the  Viceroy,  was  named 
Puerto  Bucarelli  :  this  harbour,  which  ap- 
pears formed  by  feveral  iflands,  inuft  be  the  fouth. ' 
ern  part  of  that  archipelago  detached  from  the 
continent,  which  the  Spaniards  knew  by  their 
chart,  which  they  had  not  been  able  to  find  in  ai 
cending  the  coaft,  and  of  which,  in  running  back, 
they  reconnoitred  only  the  lower  extremity,  but 
which  La  Pi  rouse,  who  ragged  along  it  from 
north  to  fouth,  named,  out  of  refpeft  for  an  ancient 
difcovery  the  period  and  author  of  which  were  un- 
known to  him,  Les  Iles  des  Espaonols.  An 
ifland  of  moderate  height  which  they  faw  in  the 
fouth,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues,  received  the 
name  of  Isla  de  San  Carlos.  Here  Don  Juan 
0£  Aya;.a  tcok  poireflion,  in  the  name  of  His 
Catholic  Majesty,  of  the  country  which  he 
fav/  and  of  all  that  which  he  did  not  fee  :  this  was 
taking  pofleflion  of  a  defert  which  no  one  dif- 
puted  with  him  ',  for,  from  the  remains  of  a  de- 
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t«emy-two  i^^'^^'-^^^l^i  ;„  this  fuuauon  they 

pbferved,  at  'h-^. '"^^titude  of  55%  '»  »*"* 
»  cape,  fituated  m  the  I  ^^^  ^^^^^,„. 

,hey  gave  the  name  oCA,^,eaftfo 
From  this  ^»Pf '  ** '°*f  u  enUrdy.    They  al  Q 
„„ch  that  they  ^''tt  «^^°Urrents  afted  here  m 
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formed  the  F«^'^ J^yl,  however.  *cy*<» 
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ihort  of  the  boundary  which  their  in(lra£t!otis  had 
fixed,  feemed  for  a  moment  to  refume  courage, 
and  determined  again  to  attempt  getting  to  th^ 
northward. 

On  the  28  th  of  Auguft,  they  availed  them&lTes 
of  variable  winds  for  approaching  the  coaft  in 
the,  latitude  of  55"  50' :  they  were  not  near  enough 
to  perceive  it ;  but  in  this  parallel,  they  found,  ac- 
cording to  their  wiflies,  winds  from  the  fouth-weft 
andfouth  quarters.  , 

On  the  I  (I  of  September,  they  had  got  as  high 
as  the  latitude  of  56"  50' ;  but,  on  the  7th,  the 
northerly  winds  having  refumed  their  afcendency^ 
and  the  crews  of  both  veflels  being  exhaiifted 
by  fatigue,  Ayala  relinquiflied  every  idea  of 
profecuting  bis  difcoveries  to  the  northward,  and 
directed  his  courfe  for  regaining  the  port  whence 
he  had  failed.  However,  he  endeavoured  to  fall 
in  again  with  the  coafl:  in  order  to  reconnoitre 
fome  points ;  but  he  ftill  ran  down  upwards  of 
three  degrees  of  latitude  without  approaching  near 
enough  to  difcover  it,  and  he  did  not  put  himfelf 
in  a  fituation  to  perceive  it  till  he  was  in  53**  54', 
and  at  the  diftance  of  eight  or  nine  leagues  from 
the  land :  **  But  as  we  wiihed,"  fays  the  journalif!, 
*'  not  to  approach  fo  near  as  not  to  be  able  to 
**  leave  it,  on  account  of  our  having  fo  few  hands 
«( capable  of  doing  duty,  we  kept  at  a  proper 
«  diftance,  only  having  a  view  of  it  from  day  to 
"  day,  and  not  eacamiBing  its  capes,  bays,  and 

"  ports. 
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<^  As  we  therefore  could  fee  nothing  of  Martin 
"  D£  Aouilar's  river  in  this  fecond  trial,"  adds 
Maurblle,  "  we  conclude  that  it  is  not  to  be 
"  found,  for  we  muft  have  difcovered  it,  if  any 
"  fuch  river  was  on  this  part  of  the  coaft."  It  is 
dIfEcuit  to  conceive  how  Maurelle  could  look 
for  this  river  or  inlet  in  the  vicinity  of  45"  50'  of 
latitude,  fince  he  knew  by  the  "account  which 
Tor  QUE  MAD  A  has  given  of  the  voyage  of  Vis- 
CAiNo,  that  it  muft  be  fituated  towards  43  de- 
grees  %  and  that  the  Spanifh  Charts  which  place 
it  more  to  the  northward,  do  not  carry  it  beyond 
44  \  for,  undoubtedly,  we  ihall  not  believe,  with 
the  Spanifli  pilot,  that  it  is  probable  that  Aquilar 
may  have  committed  refpefting  this  latitude,  an 
error  of  two  or  tbrte  degrees,  an  error  which  the 
imperfection  of  the  inftruments  in  ufe  at  the  time 
when  he  obferved,  could  not  i^xcufe,  (ince  the  la- 
titudes given  by  the  navigators  cotemporaries  of 
ViscAiNof  and  Aguilar,  and  even  by  the  more 
ancient  voyagers,  fuch  as  Drake,  Cavendish, 
Olivier  Van-Noort,  Spilberoen,  Le  Maire 
and  ScHouTEN,  are  never  in  error  half  a  degree, 
when  they  have  had  an  opportunity  of  obferving 
them. 


m 


•  .^e;  fatrther  back,  page  xviJi. 

f  It  has  been  fcen  that  the  latitude  which  Vifcatno  afT-gned 
to  his  harbour  of  Monterey ^  differed  from  the  true  lati'.ude, 
only  by  about  two  minutes.     (Farther  back,  p^gek.  Note  ' .) 
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After  a  ufdefl'liBarch  for  Aquijl ail's  River  o^ 
Inlet  at  thepboe  where  it  was  not  to  be  foun4« 
Aval  A  endeavoured  to  find  a  harbour  which  the 
journal  difUnguilhes  by  the  name  of  Pusrto  de 
$AN  FRANCisqo,  and  which  is,  in  h&f  the  har- 
bour of  Francisco,  but  of  Francisco  Drake 
or  Sir  Francis  Drake.  The  name  of  the  |In< 
iign  La  Bodeoa  was,  unblufliingly,  fubftituted  to 
that  of  Admiral  Drakbj  and  even  to  that  of  St. 
Francis,  Mr.DAiNES  Barrinoton  juftly  re- 
proaches the  Spaniards  with  having  thought  re- 
ligion interelied  in  Aippreffin^  the  name  of  the 
have  heretic,  who,  having  iailed  from  a  port  in 
England  had  afcended  the  north-west  coaft 
of  America  to  a  latitude  Which,  bdbre  him,  no 
Spanifli  navigator  had  attempted  to  reach :  but 
we  may  imagine  that  national  vanity  had  a  grtatet 
AaTe  than  piety,  in  the  fubftitudbn  of  a  name 
which  the  impaitial  geographer  will  net  allow 
himfelf  to  ad6pt.  The  pilot  Maurelle  place 
Sir  Fraitcis  Drake's  hsu^bour  in  the  latitude  of 
3«»  18';  the£ngii(h  Admird  had  indicated  it  in 
38*  30'*,  and  an  error  of  12  minutes  is  not  % 
confiderable-one  for  the  time  when  he  obierred, 
and  for  the  inftruments  which  he  could  employ  in 
his  obfervadons :  I  ihall  add  that  this  error  which 


•  Maurel't  iayi  th«t  the  ffyi^  rfCcTtftrmit  phces  this  hir^ 
bodr  in  ^8*  41'.  it  ftems  to  me  thit  it  wm  nlher  in  DnJkt*i. 
vejfagt  thmt  lie  ong^  to  have  looked  for  this  latitude;  and 
Fbfeiir  in  the  9ri^itdmarr0tine,  makes  it  ^8*  50!; 
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19  only  1  fifth  of  a  degtee,  could  not  prevent  the 
Spaniards  from  recognifing  the  identity,  of  Sir 
Faancis  Draks's  Harbour,  Puerto  d£  San 
Francisco  and  Puerto  oe  la  Bodbqa:  and  if 
the  fmall  difference  between  the  latitudes  could 
have  left  then  the  flighted  doubt,  the  fight  of  the 
country  and  of  its  inhabitants,  fuch  as  Drake 
has  defcribed  them,  fuch  as  the  Spaniards  have 
found  them  again,  muft  be  fufficient  to  dHpel 
every  uncertainty. 

Admiral  "Drake  had  negleded  to  impofe  names 
on  the  two  points  or  capes  which  form  the  en- 
trance of  his  harbour:  the  Spaniards  have  re- 
paired this  forgetfulnefs ;  the  north  cape  was  named 
PuNTA  DE  LAS  ARENAS  (Sandy  Point)  and  the 
fouth  cape,  Gapo  del  Cordon  (Girdle  Cape) : 
this  latter  denomination  might  be  a  fort  of  refti- 
tution  made  to  St.  Francis  whom  they  had  ftrip- 
ped  of  hi^  harbour;  for  it  is  well  known  that,  in 
both  Old  and  New  Spain,  the  girdle  of  St. 
Francis  is  one  of  the  obje^  recommended  to 
the  veneration,  I  had  almoft  faid  to  the  worfliip, 
of  the  faithful. 

The  Spaniards  quitted  Drake's  Harbour  on  the 
4th  of  0£lober :  on  the  7th,  they  anchored  in  that 
of  Monterey  ;  here  they  remamed  to  recover 
thai:  lick  till  the  4th  of  November,  when  they 
agjiin  pvt  to  fea,  and,  on  the  apth,  they  re-en- 
tered the  Port  of  San  Blas,  whence  they  had  failed 
two  hundred  and  fixty  days  before. 

This 
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„d  more  ufeful  «»  f  ^Ltffo^hich, 
.h^  .hat  of  .77».  *«  8^^  Ba».rf  to  find- 

^  Tt.  r  C^m")^..,  in  45'  50' .  Ca^. 
latitude  41  7  »  V*P        PortBucARELLi.in  55 
S.«TAousTm,m    5  ,         ^^  ^^  ^^. 

,7' .  Mount  San  Jacint  ^,  .^ 

'  -      •    ^-»  a'  •  GUADALUPA  Bay,ra  57 , 

**".  "'ifminl  .ha.  .hU  bft  voyage  ha.  «»ore 

. But,  admining  w.  ^..th-west  coaft 

advanced  .he  diTcovery  o     he  «o.T  ^^  ^^ 

c«nfef,  .ha.,  /  ?^"  "Xche.  «Uh  the  pru- 

*"";    S  Kowledge  would  not  .h«.« 
ployed  in  thews,  oui "«         o  ^^^^  „ 

'-"'^''.irs:b;tapjoachi«g/.-«^r 

,obee»mined,it.»notoy 

apnce,  and  only  *»""•« ;^™' Jairi,er  We.,. 

"^^'nrrti-rtoo.nthat.at. 

cbanneU.  bay..  ^  ,^,te  „uft  be  ion- 

*""!rf  r;^  ctnl^on  of  the  coaft.  and 

founded  wi*  the  cona  ^.t,  „ound  of  the 

be  loft.  .0  .he  eye,  on  the  back  groun       ^^ 
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high  lands  by  which  they  are  commanded.  But 
if,  on  the  one  hand,  we  perceive,  in  perufing 
Maurelle's  journal,  that  Aval  a  feemed  in  fome 
meafure  to  be  afraid  of  finding  what  he  was  look- 
ing for ;  on  the  other^  we  are  frequently  tempted 
to  fufpeft  that,  if  his  refearches  led  htm  to  find 
again  the  difcoveries  of  which  he  had  the  indica- 
tions, he  has  thought  that  it  was  prudent  not  to  re- 
move'the  veil  which  covers  them.  Unikilfulnefs, 
timidity,  concealment :  whatever  may  be  the  caufe, 
no  matter ;  for  to  us  the  efie£t  is  the  fame  *• 

It 

*  If  we  wlfli  to  be  convinced  that  too  fevere  a  judgment  has 
not  been  formed  of  thii  voyage  of  the  Spaniards,  it  is  fuflScient 
to  follow  Don  jtyala  in  his  navigation,  when  he  afccnds  the 
coaft,  and  afterwards  when  he  runs  it  down  :  it  will  be  feen 
that,  in  both  routes,  he  was  not  employed  in  feeking  the  au- 
dent  difcoveries  of  which  he  had  the  indications. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  he  difcovered  the  harbour  of  TrinUaJp 
in  the  latitude  of  41*  7'. 

Upwards  of  a  month  after,  on  the  nth  of  July,  in  47"  $g% 
he  at  length  got  near  enough  to  fee  the  land,  but  at  the  tS^tut 
of  tv/elve  kaguts  t  he  perceived  capes,  iflots,  mountams  covered 
with  Caow;  and  the  only  difcovery  he  made,  was  a  fmall 
barren  ifland  which  he  names  Ij^a  de  let  Doldret. 

On  the  13th  of  the  fame  month,  he  anchors  on  the  coaft,'ia 
47*  a  1',  and  has  a  confli^  with  the  natives. 

On  the  5th  of  Auguft,  in  ^S''  8 ,  he  has'  foiae  indications  of 
land.  , 

On  the  i6th,  he  is  in  fight  of  the  land,  and  difcoyers  in  57*  %' 
Mount  Sttn-JactHte^  d^  Del  EngMO,  and  Gmidali^  £|ay, 
nearly  in  the  fame  parallel. 

Thus,  between  47*  40'  and  57*,  tha^  is  to  &y,  on  a  fpace 
which  occupies  9**  20',  or  upwards  of  186  leagues  ia  latitude, . 
he  has  PC  view  of  the  land. 

•      la.' 


'^t  w«^.  If*:?  *fs;!^^^^^ 

Ji  .v»c  difaw««»»  ^,  T^kSuW  lit  watconftantlt  on 
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difadvatitageous  as  that  inrhich  mud  h?ve  been  given 
us  of  it  by  the  journal  otAutomo  Mau&ellb  ;  for 


t  were  tndi- 

eonftantlt  on' 
1  alittk]^- 
^  hwnatibni' 
(»ttiie  merit  of 

or 


of  large  iilands  \Vhitih  lut  Piroujit  in  1786,  di'fcovered,  towards 
the  ofBng,  and  which  Captain  DUtm  who  viiited  them  on  the 
fame  fide,  the  following  year,  has  named  J^en  CharlM/» 
Iflandt :  in  ranging  along  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  he  would 
have  met  with  Fuente's  Archipdago  of  San  Lauarot  found 
again  by  La  Piroufit  and  vifited  fubfequcntly  by  the  Englifli 
and  the  Americans  belonging  to  the  United  States,  ^hich 
the  account  of  the  Spanifli  admiral  indicated  between  the  la* 
titude  of  53  and  52^"!  lower  down,  he  would  have  met  with 
Nootta  Sound  which  Coot  difcovcred  in  1778,  in  49*  36': 
lower' ftill,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  48th  parallel,  he  would  have 
found  again  jFwca's, Inlet  which  has  not  efcaped  the  refearches 
of  the  Engliih  navigators. 

On  the  other  hand,  if,  when,  in  the  latitude  of  abont  54^,  he 
perceived  aland,  which  is  the  north-weft  part  oi ^ueenCbar- 
lott^a  Iflands,  inftead  of  keeping  conftantly  at  eight  or  nine 
leagues'  diftance  from  it,  he  had  approached  it,  and  had  exa- 
mined it  as  dofely  as  the  northerly  wind  enabled  him,  by  rang- 
ing along  it,  he  woidd  have  arrived  at  the  fouthem  extremity  of 
the  group:  then  hauling  to  the  eaftward  between  52  and  53% 
in  order  to  fetch  the  continent,  as  La  Peroufe  did,  he  would 
alfo,  by  this  other  route,  have  found  again  the  Archipelago  of 
Siui  La%9ro  t  and  in  running  down  the  coaft,  difcovcred  JVM#i«, 
and  lower.  Ftiea*»  Inlet. 

I  (hall  add  that  if,  conformably  to  his  !nftru£tions,  he  had 
had  the  p.erfeverance,  during  the  month  of  Auguft,  to  pufli  hit 
refearches  as  far  as  the  65th  priralldi,  perhaps  he  would  have 
anticipated  Captain  Cwk  in  the  furvey  of  Prinu  Wiitim^% 
Sound,  Cffoi's  River,  the  l^eninfula  ofjilq/tg,  the  long  chain 
of  the  ./flni/Mfi  Iflands  dee.  dHcovered  moi*e  anciently  by  the 
,  Ibifians,  who,  in  this  part  t^Jfortb  Jtrntrica  •  (the  extqufioit  6f 
the.  Spanifli  pofleffioos)  have  found  means  to  form  fettle- 
ments,  either  fixed  or  temporaij,  cal^ulfted  (or  facilitating 
their  gt^t  fur-tnde  vtitli  Uie  Uij^lke  (i^  Cimw. 

VOL.  I.  f  the 


U«Vt  '     ,        f...fi«d   no  doubt,  vith 

t  purpoW  to  "J^^^^^taning  &»»  *^ 

AMBMC^  to  be  »»«^4Vcendtog  as  faras  *« 

nth  deeree  of  laBto*''  '"'*"  b,rin  only  » 

!  ^S-.  iti»*at  P'»'»7."'..,  bbour.of  Aval*, 

feconded  by  *>.»  P'»<>' ""^^hm,  „  that  la«»de, 
voyage  of  «775.tad^«  «  Jthefeqoa  be.we«i 

Utt1»«l«f'  ~*^  wWchM.  courfehad  em- 
•^""•""^'rilw  that  Don  A«-ro«o 

b«ced.    It  -"^y  »*  f»P!^'^„^  «„  ignorantthat, 

MaMaBuc**-";^^;",.,  had  been  mad*.''^ 
a.  ftr  back  a.  .778v '^  ^  J  ^hofe  ditcovenes. 

on  to  '<*'™''^  ,CL  to  think,  the  objeft  of 
fotif,a.««"»"r7^e  the  (hip.  of  h.s 
theviceto,  TrukTan^erVie^.byAe^ay, 
CaihoUcMaJefty" '***V«sT>coaft.  and  to 

of  tome  »P*»  o"  t  "i^fo^e  hatboon,  i»  «^ 

:to  irit*<*%***^"J^S^  of  *.  Priot  voyage 
Vmtf*n^ecoaft,thel^^P'^8   _^y„.,he  rtther 

^.founded  »P««*^"*^,  priority  of "difcovety, 
,Ud  «♦«  the  Spad>*^_  ^L„ioritY of  poffeffion: 


INTROOUCTIOM. 


Ixxxiii 


rith 
elf, 
jea 
hich 
ft  of 
,  the 
L8  the . 
ilyin 
nnced 

YALA, 

in  the 
idtude, 
)etwcen 
bad  em- 

ant  that, 
made  by 
fcovcries, 
ttefcrvc: 
s  objcft  of 
ips  of  his 
ly  the>»ay» 
aft,  and  to 
re,  in  order 
ffiottofthat 
irior  voyage 
a  the  wlthier 
ittgttlh,  ^tio 
of  difcovcty, 
ofpoflcifion: 
'  inde 


inde  beUunt.  Be  this  as  it  may,  he  ordered  two 
frigates,  the  Prince/a  and  the  ^erida  to  be 
equipped  in  the  Port  of  San  Blas:  the  com- 
mand of  the  expedition  was  intrufted  to  Don  lo- 
NACio  Artbaoa)  and  the  fecond  frigate  was 
comnUmded  by  Don  Juan  Francisco  ob  ua  Bo- 
dega Y  (^ADRA,  who  had  been  employed  under 
the  orders  of  Ayala  in  the  voyage  of  1775,  and 
who  took  for  his  fecond  captain  Don  Francisco 
Antonio  Maurrlle,  then  Enfign  of  a  frigate, 
who  has  written  the  account  of  this  new  voyage, 
as  tie  had  writtea  that  of  the  preceding  *. 

To  preferve  chronological  order,  I  ought  to  have 
placed  this  voyage  of  1779  before  that  of  Captain 
Cook,  to  whom  Europe  owes  the  real  difcovery 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  in  1778  ; 
but  the  order  of  time  may  give  way  for  a  moment 
to  hiftorical  connexian  wbidti  will  be  the  more 
ftrildng,  if  the  reader  have  perufed  fucceffively  all 
the  expeditions  which  were  made  about  the  frtae 
time  from  the  ports  of  the  coaft  of  Mexi 
iituatedon  the  Great  Ocean. 


^> 


'■,^1 


*  I  bawe  taken  the  following  extnSt  of  the  voyage  of  1 77^, 
from  a  Spaniih  manufcript,  the  work  of  Maurdkt  which  La 
Perwfr  procured  at  Mtmilla,  and  which  he  annexed  to  a  part  of 
lui  own  jourad-aod  to  hia  difpatohes  dated  from  dvatflta  (St. 
PeUr  Md  ^Pmd  of  Xmtfdtttia)  September  1787.  Hie 
paokcta  weie  btou|^t  to  France  bf  ffiwg  Ltjt^f  employed  in 
the  expedition,  in  the  ot^iacity  pf  interpreter  for  the  Ruffian 
language,  wiio  pecfpriped  the  jonrmey  |»y  Uod  firpjos  jSwaffi^  to 

am-  '  :.i     •■,,■ 

:  J  ,.  ^*  Arteaoa, 
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of  eight  league*  '»»»"^' .,;°i,comf.re»ce  deven 
tnand,.  and  P' *""  J«  ly  Uox  ^th  toy  • 
foe  harbour.  «b«eft.l»-^^  „„,  ta.o«  »  fi«f 
Maukbll.  feT»  *l,eo»Ube  preferred  to  that 
ponin  *»»£•-•■''"' '^^.hefrigate.  «.chor«i: 

'of  8A«TA  C»«^,  « Jj^  *   rt.e  g.«  on  i»  <^ 
it  is  ruoaied  at  the  entrance 

CO*"-  ,  u  J  .  ,Mnmon>ca"o'»  and  traded 

The  Sp»i«r*  tad  »;^^»  ,h.  Journal  giv..^ 
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coaft,  with  whom  the  accounts  of  the  EngliHi 
voyages  have  brought  us  acquainted. 

On  quitting  the  Port  of  Sakta  Catity  on  the 
15th  of  June,  Art:  AOA  gained  thin  qf  Sant 
Antonio  fituated  on  the  weft  coaft  uf  the  entrance 
of  tlie  gulf,  to  the  north-weft  of  the  former ;  and, 
on  the  I  ft  of  July,  he  fet  fail  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  northern  parts  of  the  coa  ft. 

On  the,  i6th,  he  got  fight  of  B^ering's  Mount 
St.  Elias,  ^hich  he  reckoned  to  be  fituated  in 
the  latitude  of  590  53',  and  which  Captain  Cook 
places  in  6d»  a/'*. 

On  the  18th,  he  difcovered  a  gulf  ten  leagues 
in  depth,  to  the  weftward  of  Cape  St.  Elias  f. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  employed  in  making 
a  furvey  of  this  gulf,  fome  American  Indians,  who 

*  It  appears,  from  wiMt  L  fald  io  the  Journal,  that  the  Spa  . 
niards  fteered  by  a  Chart  W  the  French  hydrngrapher  BelSn, 
publlflied  in  1766,  under  Ac  title  of  CarleriJuitt  ie  l^Ocean 
SBrTENTRiONAt.  (OT(^  pUn  l'Asie  tt  V hv^^%\^%%Jmvant 
let  diewfvertet  faitet  par  let  Afj^,  and  which  makes  9  partbf 
the  2nd  volume  of  the  Hy(frtgrifbu  Frangmfet  under  the  Nal 
99.  This  chart  Is  defe&ive  in  every  point :  it  is  a  caricaturi;, 
fuch  as  might  have  been  n>»  e  in  placing  and  delineating  the 
northern  coafts,  of  ^m«rtf0  and  ^^  according  to  the  voyages  of 
the  Ruflbns,  tlie  accounts  of  which  had  been  publiihed  by  Mul' 
ler^  It  may  be  faid  that  this  Is  a  (Mffiuk  chart,  the  iirft  adven* 
tnrers  who,  under  the  direAion  of  Betringt  difcovered  the 
mrtlh'w^  Coa$  of  /imeriaij  but  it  i*  not  proved  that  the 
voyage  of  1779  might  have  given  us  one  "more  exa£t  {See 
farther  on,  page  xc  at  the  end  of  the  Note  *.) 

f  This  muft  be  Prinee  William**  Sound,  difcovered  the  pre- 
QtdloLf^  ye»r  by  Captain  Cookt  and  before  by  the  Kufliant. 

f3  had 
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Oi^  thie  31ft,  after  having  continued  lying  to 
during  tht^  two  preceding  days,  he  dlicovered,  at  a 
fmalldllbnce  from  the  ftigatet,  a  grpup  of  i^ands 
extending  from  fouth-foutli-weft  to  fouth-fouth- 
eaft.  He  came  to  an  anchor,  on  the  i  ft  of  Auguft> 
to  the  fouthward  of  one  of  thefe  iHand*,  which  the 
journal  pbces  in  the  latitude  of  59*  8',  by  obfer* 
vation :  it  wai  found  mhabited,  and  received  the 
name  oflsLXDB  Recla  *.  Frqm  the  anchorage 
was  difcovered,  when  the  weather  was  clear,  to 
the  north- well  70"  weft,  and  at  the  diftance  of  up- 
wards of  twenty  leagues,  a  volcano  mountain» 
which  yrzp  fuppofed  to  be  loftier  than  the  Peak  o£ 
T^NfiHiFFE,  and  which  was  entirely  covered  with 
fnow  :  njcar  this,  to  t^ie  weft-north-weft  8i«  weft, 
and  at  fifteen  leagues'  difts^ce,  was  remarked  an- 
other  of  great  elevation,  on  which  was  feen  no 
fnow ;  wA,  to  the  weft-fouth-weft,  thirteen  league^ 
off,  two  others  on  which  the  fi^Qw  was  ftill  re- 

mainingt* 

It  is  mentbped  in  Mauilellb's  journal,  that, 
from  Cape  St,  Eli  as  as  &r  as  the  U^andof  Rsola, 

*  According  to  the  latitude  obferred  by  ifmurM,  thefe 

"it 


iflandi  muft  bid  the  group  of  Ctol't  Sarrm  .flZf^,  fituitc^ 
tKe  entranoe  oS.CevPt  River»  between  Ctpe  ESuaitii  m 
Point  Baidt, 


f  Thie  volcano  mountain  and  the  other  inountaina  fituated 
in  the  fame  quarter,  are  the  volcano  a^4  t)ie  mountains  which 
^  laid  down  on  Cm/I'i  Chart,  on  the  wej^  coaft  of  the  entrance 
of  Cm4V  River.  ^  (^  hU  $i  "voyaj^e,  Plate  44.  vol.  ii.  page 
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he  took,  ^th  the  mod  fcrupulous  exadnefs,  bear* 
ings  r>?  the  iflands,  capes,  bays,  &c.  which  the 
frigates  might  have  feen ;  but  that  too  frequently 
contrary  winds,  and  currents  almoft  habitual  and 
only  variable  in  their  direction,  drove  them  off  thf> 
coad,  and  did  not  permit  them  to  calculate  the 
route  with  precifion*:  which  did  not  prevent 
Maurellb  from  conftruding  an  accurate  Chart 
of  the  part  of  the  coafl  comprifed  between  Cape 
St.  Elias  and  the  Ifland  of  Regla. 

It  is  at  this  Ifland  of  Regla,  in  the  latitude  of 
fifty  nine  degrees,  that  the  Spaniards  terminated 
the  grand  expedition  of  1779,  in  which  they  were 
to  pufh  their  difcoveries  to  the  northward  as  far 
as  \!cit  ffventieth  parallel.  They  quitted  it  on  the 
7th  of  Augull  i  and  on  the  27th  of  September, 
the  two  frigates  were  moore4  in  the  Port  of  San 
Blas,  whepce  they  had  faijed  feven  inonths  and 
a  half  before,  and  where  they  niight  have  re- 
mained, without  our  knowledge  in  geography 
having  fuftained  any  lofs  by  their  inaction.  If  the 
notions  which  the  Spaniards  may  have  acquired  in 
this  refped,  are  not  more  e^tenfive  than  thof^ 
which  \;re  have  been  permitted  to  gather  from  an 
undigefted  and  mutilated  journal,  it  may  be  fai4 


*  We  fee  that,  in  1779,  the  8paniard$  were  fttll  reduced  to 
truft  to  the  dead  reckoning,  and  already  for  ten  years  paft,  the 
French  arid  theEnglifh  determined  the  longitudes  at  fea,  either 
by  the  help  of  aftronomical  clocks  or  time-keepers,  or  by  the 
obfervation  of  the  moon's  diftance  from  the  fun  and  ftars ! 
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riiat,  in  this  voyage,  as  in  feveral  others,  they  have 
eonfutned  much  time  and  been  at  a  great  expenfe, 
in  order  to  perforin  very  little  work ;  but  if  they 
meant  only  to  appear  to  fay  fomething,  only  to 
pfirfuade  other  nations  that  they  had  faid  every 
thing,  their  concealment  will  not  attain  its  end; 
and  a  day  will  come  when  others  will  be  able  to 
inform  them,  and  perhaps  better  than  they  know 
it,  of  what  they  now  take  fo  much  pains  to  con- 

ceal  *, 

^  Fortu- 

•  I  extraft  from  a  letter  which  La  Peroufe  wrote  me  from 
Anuatjka  on  the  lOth  of  September  1787,  what  he  mentioned 
^o  me  on  the  fubjeA  of  the  expedition  of  the  Spaniards  ia 
'779  >  '^  ^iU  there  be  feen  what  opinion  he  had  of  this  voy- 
age, and  of  the  chart  which  had  been  conftruded  of  the  part 
of  the  coaft  which  Arteaga  had  examined :  this  is  the  opinion 
which  he  had  imbibed  at  Manilla  in  his  converfations  w'"h 
XAt  Spanifli  officers. 

"  I  procured  at  Manilla"    fays  he,  *'  the  Journal  of  the 
*»  voyage  which  the  Spanifh  Pilot,  the  famous  Don  Franctfco 
**  Antonio  Maurelle,  made,  in  that  capacity,   to  the  north -nvefl 
*f  coiik  of  America.     Thus,  by  adding  this  journal  to  that,  of 
"  the  firft  voyage  pf  the  Spaniards  tp  that  quarter,  which  Mr. 
**  Barrington  has  publifhed  in  his  Aoi/cellanifs,  and  an  cxtrad  of 
**  which  is  tranflated  in  the  notes  that  you  had  the  goodnefs 
f*  to  colle£i  for  my  inftruf^ion,  we  (hall  have  all  Maurelle't  Se-  ' 
**  prets,     I  left  that  navigator  at  Maniltat  commanding  one  of 
"  the  (hjpe  of  the  new  company  dcliiued  to  make  a  coafting 
*'  voyage  from  Cavita  to  Canton.    I   fend  you  a  v(   >  minute 
'•  plan  of  Port  Bucarelft  and  of  the  neighbouring  iflands,  whiclt 
**  1  obtained  at  Manilla  *.     The  Spaniards  in   their    fecond 
««  voyage  (that  of  1779)  penetrated  as  far  as  Prince  ffilliam^s 


*  This  Plan  wiU  be  Mtiud  in  the  j^tlat  which  it  to  accompary  the 
^  f^ccount  of  La  Pe'itujt'i  voyage. 
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nanigaw-  ,„.mDts  repeated,  tor  up- 

The  inutility  of  the  atwmp«     P^  ^^^^^^  ^^ 

Panes,  and  patuculMiy_  „„^T„.^A8.f.  Mvd 

tU  nde  of  f  ;°"' "/  *\he  «oRTH.WE.T,  a 
-••**''' If  rofi-nd  a  ihon^-te 

paf&g«  »"  *    '^.  If  Gooo  Hope,  ot  that  of 
,tan  that  of  the  Cape  o  ^^^  ^^  ^^, 

C»peHoK«,  ha.  »°'J"r^'°  ^^  ^    .  of  one  day 
jBti.in».nat.onJnd«.*e      P^^^ 

feeing  '«»'f\' H  importance ;  and  it  *a.for 
"«''''*  roSe^i^^hefe  a.te,np.s.  that,  in 

,he  purpofe  ^^'"^   %^^  i„e  Lord  Mulorave. 
,„3, Captain  PB.m,  ^j^,  i„orda 

,0  examme  the  pan  ^^^  ^„^. 

rr-":t'S:"aa«»an.inaaoninthe 


-"-■■^ ""^  r7^  «n  the  coaft  of  Kamt/chatka, 

..  sound. »dtH.^»g*j'*X*^~    .„.cW.d  b,.h= 

..  i„  f,a,  il  «-M  "'*r  °il  intention  to  d.«i«  »« J.     «' 
••^rr:Xtnl'.n,,n«rPott..«.*»*-' 
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vicinity  of  the  8  id  parallel,  which  it  did  not  per- 
mit him  to  reach ;  he  was  flopped,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  in  the  latitude  of  80°  4B'>  It  was  known, 
on  the  other  hand  that,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1540,  Spain  had  caufed  different  parts  of  the 
NORTH- v/EST  coaft  of  AMERICA  to  be  vlftted,  in 
order  to  afcertain  whether  it  would  not  be  poffible 
by  tHe  wefl:',  to  difcover,  acrofs  the  liorthetn 
parts  of  that  continent,  fome  paifage  which  might 
have  efeaped  the  refearches  made,  on  the  eafl: 
fide,  by  Hudson's  Bay  and  that  of  Baffin.  It 
was  known  too  that,  from  1738,  Russia  had,  in 
the  fame  view,  directed  feveral  expeditions,  from 
Kamtschatka  towards  the  parts  of  West 
Amzrioa  the  higheft  in  latitude.  But  it  was  per- 
mitted to  fuppofe  that  Coronado,  Cabrill6; 
Fuca,  Viscaino,  Aguilar,  and  Admiral  d£ 
FuENTE,  difpatched  by  the  governors  of  Mexico 
and  the  adventurers  and  Colfacks,  encouraged  by 
Russia,  had  neither  the  knowledge  nor  the  ex- 
peri^ce  that  could  infure  the  fuccefs  of  fuch  a  re- 
fearch,  and  fix  an  opmion  refpeding  what  it  was 
thence  allowable  to  hope.  Befides,  the  accounts 
of  the  Ruffians  were  very  imperfed  and  deflitute 
of  obfervations ;  and  thofe  of  the  Spaniards,  in 
which,  as  I  have  faid,  truth,  mofl  frequently, 
is  blended  with  fidion,  could  not  infpire  any 
confidence :  even  fome  of  the  latter  were  reputed 
apochryphaU 

In 
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**'"  •  ♦„   which  Spain  alone 

perhaps  did  not  fl.«e.  f.  as  my  ^^  ^^.^^ 

Is  made.  »<  **«f  ."^ '  ^  ^e.  I  faj-  <!•« 
«e  have  "o  kno.''-»8''  ™  t^,  ^eats  paft.  ^ 
Britifl,  govemmen.«ho  for  fon^^^J„,„„,d,  ,be 
difpatched  fevetal  fl>.p*  ''°,„_^,c»  and  Asia, 

tiU  then   vety  7"f7^f„„dly  celebrated  b, 

,«o  -'"SfJ-^'^Ji^aon  through  the  icr  of 
routes,  and  by  a  ""'f  „„  „„i.„ot  before  hint 
,he  AuRral  pole.  wh.ch  nonavig.  ^^^^ 

had  attempted  to  »PP">»*',^"!S  of  Am'^ca, 
tacefs,  on  the  "O"";""^ '-^^  circle.  «hofe 

fiipenor  talents,  wa  ^^^     ^en 

unexampled  ^"^^"'7': Jp-ofc.  '»  ** 
fuch  ^ftixS-'^^^lXeeaS  coaftofN.w 
tovey  ,hich  he  had  made  of  *e  ^  j^j^j, 

of  Nevt  Zealand,  of  wmcn.  ^, 

tMANhaddifcove^    b«a^-7^,,,,,, 

Ne«  CALEDOmA,   of  the         ^^^^^  ^„,„^US 

„ere  ig""""'' °^  ^    °hich  Bougainville  had 

found  again  m  '768.  »  ^„f  »  southern 

COOK  completed  •,  andm  ^.s 

Continent,  ->>"«  •^.^'^^^  danger,  of  every  kind 
5::r:ntS::»„Uiplyaroundhim^^^^ 
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Cook  was  therefore  deftined,  in  1776,  to  go,; 
with  two  fhips  one  of  which  was  commanded  by 
Captain  Clerke,  to  folve  the  grand  and  endlefs 
queftion  of  the  North-west  Paflage.  But  he 
began  by  accompliftiing  other  objects  of  his  In- 
ftruflions,  and  did  not  reach  the  weft  coaft  of 
North  America  till  the  beginning  of  March 
]  778  *  :  and  wifliing,  in  fome  meafure,  to  revive 
the  ancient  title  of  property,  or  rather  the  preten- 
fion  of  Great  Britain  to  the  property  of  a  por- 
tion  of  this  coaft,  he  made  the  land,  on  the  7th  of 
that  month,  in  the  latitude  of  44%  on  New  Al- 
BioN,  of  which,  in  1578,  Admiral  Drake  had 
taken  poflefllon  in  the  name  of  Elizabeth. 
Thwarted  by  the  winds,  he  could  only  diftinguifh 
a  few  capes  or  points  of  land,  on  one  of  which  he 
impofed  the  name  of  Cape  Gregory,  on  another, 
that  of  Cape  Pbrpetua,  from  the  days  on  which 
he  firft  got  fight  of  them  being  diftinguiftied  by 
thofe  names  in  the  calendar,  and  a  third,  he 
called  Cape  Fuulweathek  :  the  firft  of  the 
three.  Cape  GRtcoRV  which  Cook  places  in  43* 
10',  appears  to  be  Martin  de  Aguilar's  Capo 
Blanco,  fo  called  by  him  in  1603.  Conftantly 
driven  off  the  coaft  by  the  winds,  he  once  more 
loft  fight  of  it,  and  did  not  get  hold  of  it  again  till 
he  reached  the  latitude  of  48%  where  he  could  ftill 


♦  See  CW/  Third  Foyagtt  vol.  u. 
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.       ^^  at  a  diftatice,  in  48    >S» 
pcrceitc,.  but  at  a  a 

At  length,  after  havi^    S^  ^^^^  ^  ,„ 

for  the  land,  on  the  igtn  ^^  ^^^^^ 

:,,,0  36S  and  anchors! - 

NooTKA  So«^^'^'°7i,  inhabitants  of  the  coun- 
^hich  it  receives  from  the  mn  ^f 

•     It  is  this  fame  Nootka        ^ 

Cook  «">»'"'*/""*  ^  bv  the  winds  on  quit- 
He  «as  not  n>o«  ^->;^,'^;en  befche  di  - 

coveted  \U  and  the  *"»        ^  ^is  toute  atfo 

Ibove  the  50*  P»"^^  '^tf„t  he  could  ^ 
great  a  diftance  frotn  the  ~|^^  ^^^^  .h, 

^q„i,ean,kno«iedge°f.toU^^^j,^y, 

taUadeof  55  »»;/';„,   ^-^  feague.  diftaut- 
parallel,  he  fa«  the    Un  dyed,  at  the 

Ug  a"^'^»'  "   4J  S^^^^  ,^,Uable 

,  Ttl«datfirftrcceivcdfrom C»o*^*  „^„,,  hwpre- 

.    w  t  that  of  ^o»**«'  ^^'*=^  i;        of  tVic  EngUih  wool* 

.So«»i;  ^f '!^f*"  (on:  the  Xing  C?W0ftVic^J^  ^j  ,hr 

,aaed,and>.tthreat^  ^^  ^^^^  S      i^«^^         .^ 
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and  the  point  of  land  that  (hoots  out  from  It 
Cape  EdoecumBe:  this  is  the  Monte  San  Ja- 
cinto, and  the  Capo  del  ENOANoofthe  Spa- 
niards in  1775*  To  the  fouthward  of  this  cape, 
is  the  bay  which  Aval  a  named  Baya  de  Gua- 
OALUPA  ;  and  to  the  northward.  Cook  perceived 
another  bay  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Ba-y 
OF  Islands,  and  which  is  the  Puerto  de  los 
RtMEDios  of  1775.  Cook  fufpefted  that  thefb 
two  bays  might  communicate  by  one  of  the  arms 
of  the  former  which  turns  to  the  fouth ;  and,  in 
this  fuppofidon,  his  mountain  and  his  Cape 
Edoecumbe  mud  belong  to  an  ifland ;  Captain 
PoRTLOcK  who,  fubfequently  to  Cook,  has  vi- 
(ited  this  quarter  mod  minutely,  has  difcovered, 
that  this  great  navigator,  without  putting  in  th^re, 
formed  a  correffc  opinion  of  the  difpofuion  of  the 
lands. 

Towards  the  latitude  of  58",  Cook  difcovered 
an  inlet  and  a  cape,  which  he  named  Cross  Sound 
and  Cross  Cape,  firom  the  name  given  by  the 
Englilh  calendar  to  the  3d  of  May,  the  day  of  this 
difcovery.  About  two-thirds  of  a  degtee  more  to 
the  northward; '  he  perceived  a  point  of  land, 
ftretching  out  into  the  fea,  and  commanded  by  a 
high,  peaked  mountain :   this  pdint  received  the 

'name  bf  Mount  Fair  Weather.  From  the 
58th  parallel,  the  difcoveries  of  Captain  Cook  are 
blended  with  thofe  of  the  Ruffian  navigators,  who, 

"from  the  advantageous  pofition  of  the  points  bf 

their 
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the  harbour  of  V^ '  ^    jjfcovery  of 

„  anUcipateall  the  tore  ea.   .-^^^   ^^^^,^^. 

.he  moll   nonhera   P"";       .^^i     rf,im  thepri- 
B„.  if  tUe  Ruffia'«  "»•  ^7     „S  Withhold  from 

Captain  Cook  the  glory  and  t  ^^^.^  ^ 

thi!  part  of  the  N.«  "       '  ^^^.^  ^^j^^ft. 

aUlanceof  the  t^o  «'»^'»'  '  „  ^he^eft  for 
ive  extent,  to  the  eaa  for  As. a,^  ^^^^^^^^  ^^ 
NonTB  AMERICA,  and,   oy  ^j. 

obfervations.  of  l«vi«8  "P'^/J^o  (hould  be 
^igator.  of  theEuropean  ~  -  ,„ 

defirons  in .  the  fequd  °f  ~f       ^^^^^^  ^^^, 
Sf::nrrX-randV.rp.e,    of 

B„„«o's  Mount  St.  Euas.  ^^^ 

c     /     Hp  anchored  m  a  large  u#j 
of  60"  30.    "'!^  ",,,„.,  Sound,   and  thence, 

named  Fr>»ce  W>i-"''«  heditcovered  and 

,  fteering  again  to  the  b"*  «e'^  y.  death,  the 
.tended  a  river,  <!-^^^^^  „»«  of  Cook's 
latitude  of  his  nation  .mpof^«  ,^  ^f  ,he 

|,VE..    He.hencoaftpdjh.    f  ^^^j^aof 

Peninr»laofA..^-.»J    -,„„,,,  fo^th- 
OtiH«>.«sK».  which  «  '  P  ^  iflandof 
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the  continent,  and  the  mod  eaftern  of  that  archi- 
pelago, or  long  chain  of  iflands  of  various  fizest 
which  extends  from  eaft  to  weft,  on  a  line  bending 
towards  the  fouth,  to  within  three  hundred  and 
fifty  leagues  of  the  main  land,  if  we  confider 
Beerino's  Ifland  as  the  extremity  of  the  chain. 
That  archipelago,  known  by  the  colleflive  name 
of  the  Aleutian  Iflands,  forms  with  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America,  and  the  north-east 
coaft  of  Asia,  a  vaft  bafm  of  about  twelve  hun- 
dred leagues  in  circuity  which  communicates, 
towards  the  fouth,  with  the  Great  Boreal 
Ocean,  by  as  many  ftraits  as  the  iflands  form 
channels  befveen  them ;  and  towards  the  north, 
under  the  66th  parallel,  with  the  Arctic  Frozen 
Ocean,  by  Beerino's  Strait  alone. 

I  fliall  fuffer  Captain  Cook  to  extend  his  coiirfe 
Into  the  North  or  Beering's  Basin,  and  there 
make,  alternately,  the  coaft  of  America  and  that 
of  Asia  ;  it  is  fufficient  for  us  to  know  that  he 
firft  vifited  a  part  of  the  former,  and  then  fol- 
lowed in  its  outline,  a  large  bay  which  he  named 
Bristol  Bay  ;  that,  thence,  ftanding  towards  the 
middle  of  the  Basin,  he  faw  the  Mat W£i  a  Ifland 
of  the  Ruflians  which  he  called  Gore's  Ifland, 
from  the  name  of  his  firft  lieutenant,  who  became 
commander  in  chief  after  his  death  and  that  of 
Captain  Clerke  ;  and  that  more  to  the  north- 
ward, he  diftinguiflied  the  iflands  named  after  the 
Ilufllan    Lieutenant    Syno,    which    he    called 
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"""  ,n    .  .      To   *e  «ft-north..aft  of 

ClERKe'.   W»»*'    •      T°       of  AMEMCA.  he  d.f- 

theteillands,onthecono^t      ^^^^  jj„^, 

covered  «<>"»«  ^„d  into   the    Akct.c 
„oU  Strait.   '^^^^^  .hecoaftof  .he  fame 
Frozen  Ocean.  fo«°™;\„ggUng  agamd  dan- 
confment,  and  '"^^m^i  of  ice,  a.  fir 
gers.ft.oal.,  »»'' ''"^  "f  "V.ch  he  reached  oa 
Lthe  parallel  of  7°'  4-t .  J       ^  ^^^^^  u  „o 
the  .8.h  of  A»g»ft-    «':^,.„h„aybefuppofed 

:5:rdi:£--*^'''"^'°'" 

nearer  to  the  Pole.  ^  Reonard 

LAND  *. 

.    thit  the  ocean  i» 
iWlobfervcbythe^^that^'^^^^^^,,. 

navigable  much  ^f  J"  '.  ,ha„  between  Ame- 
tweenEuRoPEand  AMEMCA,^  fo,„er  fide.  Cap- 

f.bilauUon.  cannot  bu   -^^^^^  ^.^^  ,,,,  to  unc..tauU.s 
auddouburefpea»ng  tnei?v  tne 
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the  17th  of  July;  the  latter,  on  the  i8thof  Au- 
guftt  It  is  well  known  that  Captain  Cook,  in  the 
voyage  in  which  he  croflfed  a  part  of  the  Antarc- 
tic Frozen  Ocean  in  every  direction,  could  not 
penetrate  beyond  the  latitude  of  71**  lo^  Thus 
the  parallel  of  71%  as  well  to  the  fouth  as  to  the 
north,  feems  to^be  tbfe  limit  of  the  navigable^ocean 
between  America  and  Asia  ;  but  it  may  be  faid 
that,  on  both  fides,  it  is  dangerous,  and  that  it 
would  become  ufelefs  to  the  increafe  of  our  know* 
ledge,  to  purfue  our  route  on  the  frontiers. 

The  refearches  of  the  mod  experienced  and  mofl: 
indefatigable  navigator  that  ever  traverfed  the  two 
oceans,  have  not  been  able  to  revive  the  hope  of 
finding  this  fo  much  wi(hed>for  pafiage  from  the 
Great  Ocean  to  the  Atlantic,  acrofs  Korth 
America;  but  if,  in  this  refped,  the  expedition, 
the  command  of  which  had  been  intruded  to  him, 
has  not  had  the  fuccefs  which,  no  doubt,  any 
other  would  in  vain  try  to  obtain,  at  leaft  by  the 
fame  means,  we  are  indebted  to  him  for  having 
Jnade  known  to  EuRorE  it  new  branch  of  com* 
tnerce  with  China,  the  fuL  :.2de,  which,  till  then, 
was  almoft  unknown,  and  feemed,  either  likely  to 
be  exclufively  referved  to  the  nation  that  occupies 
KamtschatiCa,  or  at  mod,  (hared  with  that 
which,  occupying  California,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  Philippines,  on  the  other,  could  carry 
on  its  armaments  in  the  ports  of  the  former,  and 
make  the  latter  the  emporium  of  its  goods  for 
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•*  wife  dlfpoftd  of,  in  Kamt»chatka  •.  When, 
**  in  addition  to  thcfe  fa£l<,"  continuei  K?Ho,  **  it 
**  is  remembered,  that  the  furs  were,  at  fird,  colleQ- 
**  ed  without  our  having  any  idea  of  their  real  value: 
**  that  the  greateft  part  had  been  worn  by  the  In- 
**  diani,  from  whom  we  purcbafed  them ;  that 
**  they  were  afterwardi  preferved  with  little  care, 
**  and  frequently  ufed  for  bed-clothes,  and  other 
«  purpofes,  during  our  cruize  to  the  North ;  and 
**  that,  probably,  we  had  never  got  the  full  value 
<*  for  them  in  China  ;  the  advantages  that  might 
<'  be  derived  from  a  voyage  to  that  part  of  the 
«  American  coaft,  undertaken  with  commercial 
*<  views,  appear  to  me  of  a  degree  of  importance 
*(  to  call  for  the  attention  of  the  Public.  The  rage 
**  with  which  our  feamen  were  poflfefTed  to  return 
**  to  Cook's  River,  and,  by  another  cargo  of 
(*  fldns,  to  make  their  fortunes,  at  one  time,  was 
•«  not  far  fliort  of  mutiny  t.** 

Captsun  Kino  concludes  his  account  by  the  ex? 
pofition  of  a  plan  of  a  voyage  for  opening  a  regu^ 
lar  trade  between  the  north-we&t  coaft  of  Amei^ 
RICA  and  China.  This  plan,  propofed  by  the 
pupil,  the  friend,  the  companion  of  Cook,  and, 
as  it  were,  the  heir  of  his  thoughts,  fupported 
befides  by  the  feducing  pidlure  of  the  enormous 
profits  procured  by  a  firft  venture,  mad^  wi(ho\i( 

*  Cook's  third  Foyage,  vol.  iii.  pages  ^^^4  aqd  43^. 
f  /fr|V«  vol'  »»•  pages  434  an^  435* 
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defign,  as  well  as  without  preparation,  offered  to 
cupidity  a  bait  which  was  greedily  feized  by  fuch 

of  the  nations  of  Europe  as  were  given  to  exten-r 
Ave  commerce,  and  already  familiarized  with  long 
voyages.  Prefently  Europe,  Asia,  and  the  eaft 
partof  North  America  (hewed  themfelves  eager 
to  embark  in  this  new  fpeculation  ^  Europe,  by 
means  of  the  ports  of  England  ;  America,  by 
thofe  of  the  United  States  ;  Asia,  by  thofe  of 
Bengal  and  Bombay  :  and  the  fur-trade  feemed 
to  infure  profits  fo  immenib,  and  prefented  itfelf 
v/  with  attradions  fo  irrefiflible,  that  even  the  Spar 
niards,  emerging  from  their  indolence,  and  the 
Portuguefe  routing  from  their  lethargy,  prepared 
*  for  making  expeditions,  the  latter  from  Macao, 
and  the  former  from  the  Philippines. 

The  governmjnt  of  France,  intent  on  every 
thing  that  could  give,  at  once,  more  aftivity[to  thq 
,  national  commerce,   and  more  extenlion  to  the 
/ )  navigation  of  the  French,  could  not  behold  with 
^     indifference  the  general  movement  which  was  pre. 
paring  in  foreign  trade,  and  this  common  and 
fmiultaneous  diredion  of  all  thefe  fpepulations  to- 
wards the  fame  objeft.    3ut,  before  they  excited, 
by  invitations,  by  encouragements  even,  our  trad-* 
ing  (hips  to  enter  into  coiippetition  with  thofe  of 
other  nations,  for  a  new  traffic  which,  in  the  firft 
inftance,  muft  have  prefented  advantages  out  of 
all  proportion,  but  ^yvhicfi,  in  the  fequel,  might  no 
longer  afford  any  thing  but  loffes,   if  competi- 
tion 
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tion  in  the  purchafes  In  America,  and  the  fame 
in  the  fales  in  Asia,  increafed  beyond  meafure ; 
prudence  dictated  the  neceffity  of  caufing  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  to  be  vifitcd  by 
veflels  belonging  to  the  ftate,  and  of  veiifying 
through  ourfelves  what  it  was  allowable  to  hope, 
for  the  future,  from  a  trade  which  had  held  out  fo 
many  advantages.  The  details  refpecling  this  new 
kind  of  traffic,  which  Captain  King  had  inferted 
in  the  third  volume  of  Cook*s  laft  voyage,  were 
known  in  France  at  the  moment  when  the  go- 
vernment, with  a  view  of  occupying  ufefully  the 
leifure  of  peace,  and  of  procuring  for  the  officers 
of  our  navy  great  means  of  inflruftion,  intended  to 
give  orders  for  the  equipment  of  two  frigates, 
which,  in  failing  round  the  world,  fhould  be  em- 
ployed in  examining  fuch  portions  of  the  earth  as 
navigators  had  not  yet  vifited ;  in  completing  va- 
rious difcoveries  made  in  the  Great  Ocean  by 
the  French  j  and  in  improving,  by  aflrononiical 
obfervations  and  by  refearches  into  the  different 
branches  of  phyfics  and  natural  hiftory,  the  ge- 
neral and  particular  defcription  of  the  globe 
which  we  inhabit.  The  examination  of  the  weft 
coafts  of  North  America,  which  furnifli  peltry, 
might  enter  into  the  plan  that  had  been  conceived, 
without  its  being  neceflary  to  change  its  firft  difpo-, 
fitions;  and  the  inftruftions  given  to  La  Pksoiise, 
to  whom  the  command  of  the  expedition  was  in- 
trufted,  exprefsly  enjoined  him  to  make  a  particu- 

g  4  1-^r 


m 


tW 


INTRODUCTIOir. 


lar  furvey  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  AMERic^tw 
It  was,  above  all,  of  importance  that  he  (hould  care- 
fully vifit  the  parts  comprifed  between  the  latitude 
of  49"  and  57%  becaufe,  over  all  this  fpace,  Captain 
Cook,  conftantly  thwarted  by  the  winds,  had  not 
bpen  able  to  examine  any  other  point  than 
Noutka;  and  it  was  well  known  that,  if  the  dif- 
coyeries  of  Fuemte  had  any  reality,  it  was  in  the 
interval  of  thefe  two  parallels  that  we  might  hope 
to  find  them  again.  La  Pi  house,  in  his  furvey 
of  the  NORTH-iiiresT  f:oaft  of  America,  was  alfo 
to  examine  what  would  be  the  mofl  advantageous 
Inan^er  of  drawiag  furs  fh)m  that  quarter;  to 
what  price  they  had  rifen,  fince  competition  had 
probably  increafed  their  value;  and  what  Eu- 
ropean commodities  appear  \q  have  a  decide^ 
preference  in  barter  with  the  natives  of  the  coaft ; 
he  was,  by  means  of  the  various  articles  of  trade 
which  had  been  placed  at  his  difpofal,  to  procure 
through  his  pwn  means  ati  aflbrtment  of  flups  of 
otters,  and  other  animals,  fufEcient  for  a  trial, 
and  carry  thefe  ikins  to  China  to  be  there  fold  or 
converted  into  the  commodities  and  merchandife 
of  the  East.  This  Rouble  operation  of  exchange 
would  yi^Id  a  firfl  profit  tp  whjch  would  be  added 
the  known  profit  on  the  produdions  of  Asia  in 
the  markets  of  Europe  ;  and  this  feries  of  com- 
bined operations  could  alone  lead  to  a  tranfient 
view,  to  the  formation  of  an  idea  of  the  total 
orofif  that  the  fur-trade  ^^hich  called  o^r  fhips 
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from  fuch  great  diftances  and  required  fuch  con- 
fiderable  advances,  might  promife,  as  the  final 
refult  to  the  {peculations  of  commerce. 

It  is  not  my  intention  to  anticipate  the  publica- 
tion of  La  Perousf/s  voyage,  nor  to  give  a  mi- 
nute account  of  his  proceedings  on  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America  ;  I  will  only  indicate 
the  points  which  he  there  difcovered  or  examined, 
and  the  periods  of  the  difcoveries. 

He  made  the  land  on  the  23d  of  June  1786, 
towards  the  6oth  parallel,  on  Beering's  Mount 
St.  Elias.  Having  reached  the  latitude  of  58* 
38',  and  longitude  of  139"  50' weft  from  the  me- 
ridian of  Paris,  he  perceived  an  opening  which 
indicated  a  haven  or  a  paflage:  he  entered  it,  and 
difcovered  a  very  fine  harbour  which  he  named 
Port  des  Fran5Ais,  and  which,  unfortunately, 
has  been  but  too  well  entitled  to  preferve  that 
name  for  ever,  from  a  lamentable  accident  which 
had  there  occaftoned  the  lofs  of  feveral  diftin- 
guifhed  officers,  and  of  a  great  number  of  people 
belonging  to  the  two  frigates. 

Between  the  57th  and  55th  parallel,  that  is  to 
fay,  from  Monte  San  Jacinto  to  Cape  Sant 
Agustin  of  the  Spaniards,  La  Pi  rouse  care- 
fully furveyed  an  extent  of  40  leagues  of  coaft,  of 
which  Captain  Cook  had,  as  it  were,  had  but  a 
glimpfe,  and  of  which  we  had  but  a  very  imperfect 
idea,  as  long  as  it  was  known  only  by  the  journal 
of  Antonio  Maurille.      La  Perouse  afcer- 

tained, 


\ 


i 


cvi 


INTRODUCTION. 


tained,  by  an  exa£t  and  minute  examination,  that 
the  interval  between  the  56th  and  55th  degrees  of 
latitude,  is  filled  by  an  archipelago  which,  being 
feparated  from  the  continent  by  a  channel  of 
about  five  leagues  in  its  greatefl:  width,  extends 
the  length  of  upwards  of  twenty  leagues  from 
north-north-wefl:  to  fouth-fouth  eaft.  This  archi- 
pelago is  not  even  indicated  in  the  journal  of  the 
Spaniards :  it  is,  however,  towards  the  third  of 
its  length,  reckoning  from  Cape  Sant  Agustin, 
that  their  fine  Port  Bucarelli  is  fituated :  and 
their  Ifle  San  Carlos  which  prefents  itfelf  three 
or  four  leagues  to  the  fouth-fouth-weft  of  the  cape, 
with  the  neighbouring  iflots,  might  be  confidered 
as  a  farther  continuation  or  the  tail  of  this  archi< 
pelago. 

On  the  loth  of  Augud,  towards  the  latitude 
of  54"  15',  LaPerouse  began  to  difcover  a  long 
firing  of  lands  which  Captain  Cook,  driven  from 
the  coaft  by  contrary  winds,  had  not  had  it  in 
his  power  to  reconnoitre,  and  of  which  we  may 
doubt  whether  the  Spaniards  ever  had  a  know- 
ledge fince  they  have  made  no  particular  mentIoi\ 
of  them.  La  Perouse  ranged  along  them  for  ten 
days,  from  north  to  fouth,  beyond  the  52d  degree; 
over  an  extent  of  50  leagues  ;  and,  after  having 
doubled  the  n:oft  fouthern  cape,  he  hauled  again 
to  (he  northward  to  the  eaft  of  thefe  lands  which 
he  found  to  be  detached  from  the  continent  i  but 
he  could  not,  with  the  northerly  winds,  get  high 
>      ■  enough 
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enough  up  the  gulf  into  which  he  had  entered,  to 
afcertain  whether  they  make  a  part  of  an  archi- 
pelago, as  he  prefumed  ;  or  whether  they  belong 
to  a  large  peninfula  connected  to  the  continent  by 
an  idhmus  which  the  diftance  may  not  have  aU 
lowed  him  to  perceive.  We  have  learned,  fmce 
that  it  is,  in  h&,  an  archipelago  which  the  £ng- 
lifli  who  have  examined  it,  fublequently  to  the  voy- 
age of  the  French,  have  named  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Iflands, 

From  the  fouth  part  of  thefe  lands,  crofling  the 
gulf  and  (landing  towards  the  north-eaft,  La  Pe- 
RousE  foon  reached  thofe  which  fhewed  them- 
felves  on  that  fide,  and  difcovered  feveral  iflands 
which  mud  form  a  part  of  Admiral  de  Fu- 
ente's  archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  and  beyond 
which,  at  a  rather  confiderable  diftance,  he  diftin* 
guiflied  the  high  lands  of  the  continent  *. 

The  examination  of  the  north-west  coaft  of 
America  was  not  the  principal  objeft  of  La  Pe- 
rouse's  expedition  ;  and  as  the  end  of  the  month 
of  Auguft  was  approaching,  and  the  feafon  for 
navigating  on  this  coaft,  where  fogs  are  very  fre- 
quent and  the  winds  in  general  violent,  ends  with 
the  month  of  September,  he  had  not  leifure  to 
engage  in  minute  furveys  which  would  have  re- 
quired feveral  months :  he  was,  befides,  obliged 
to  hulband  his  time,  and  to  make  of  it  a  diftribu- 


(*  See  Note  *  farther  back,  pagexxxix.) 
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tion  proportionate  to  the  number,  the  nature, 
and  the  prefumed  length  of  the  operations  that  re- 
mained for  him  to  accomplifh  in  fuch  a  manner, 
in  ihort,  as  was  enjoined  him  by  the  entire  exe- 
cution of  the  immenfe  plan  which  was  marked 
out  for  him  in  his  inftrudions.  In  extending  as 
he  did,  his  furveys  as  far  as  Cook's  Noqtka 
Sound,  he  had  completed  what  was  wanting  in 
thofe  of  that  celebrated  navigator  between  the  49th 
and  57th  parallels.  Thus,  (hips  difpatched  from 
the  ports  of  Europe,  have  procured  us  by  the 
refearches  of  a  few  months,  the  knowledge  of  a 
long  range  of  coads  with  which  the  Spaniards 
who,  for  two  centuries  and  a  half,  occupied  a  part 
of  them,  had  not  yet  found  means  to  be  ac- 
quainted ! 

La  P^rouse  conftruded  an  exa£t  chart  of  all 
the  coaft  which  he  vidted  and  impofed  names  on 
the  capes,  harbours,  and  iilands  which  were  not 
feen  by  the  navigators  who  had  preceded  him  *« 
Having  reached  the  parallel  of  Nootka  Sound, 
he  continued  to  (land  to  the  fouthward,  and,  about 
the  middle  of  September,  put  into  the  harbour  of 
Monterey,  whence  he  tranfmitted  to  France  a 
fummary  of  the  firfl;  operations  of  his  voyage* 


•  In  the  Mat  which  is  to  accon-f  <  ■;}  ♦He  account  of  Za 
Peroufe*i  voyage,  will  be  found  A  gencial  Chart  and  fevcral 
j^articular  charts  which  prefent,  moft  minutely,  the  furvey 
which  he  made  ofthenc[rM>«;^coaft  o(  America. 
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I  fiiall  not  follow  La  PiRousE  in  his  farther 
navigation;  I  (hall  only  add  to  the  indication 
that  I  have  given  of  the  portion  of  coafls  which 
he  reconnoitred,-  that,  in  order  to  comply  with 
the  article  of  his  inflrudions  relative  to  the  fur- 
trade,  he  had  trafficked  for  fome  furs  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft ;  and  that,  having  in  the 
courfe  of  his  voyage,  put  into  the  Road  of  Ma- 
cao, he  there  caufed  to  be  fold  the  fkins  of  the 
fea-otters  and  other  animals  which  he  had  been 
able  to  procure.  This  fale  produced  fifty-five  thou- 
fand  livres  {circa  2083I.  fterling) ;  and  I  obferve 
that  the  wbole  of  the  fum  was  diftributed  between 
the  failors  and  foldiers  of  the  two  frigates,  without 
the  officers  Jharing  it  in  any  manner  whatever, 
\  It  will  be  matter  of  adonilhment,  no  doubt^ 
that  I  lay  a  flrefs  on  this  obfervation ;  and,  moft 
aflbredly,  it  would  never  have  entered  my  mind 
that  there  could  be  a  necefTity  for  mentioning  it, 
if  the  Editor  *   of  Captain  Dixon's  Voyage  had 

•  It  was  not  known  wlio  was  the  Editor  oi Dixon* t  Voyage^ 
written  in  the  form  of  letters  figned  W,  B-t  tiH  Mr.  Dixen,  on 
the  one  hand,  and  Mr.  Meares,  on  the  other,  infornned  us  that 
the  journal  was  t!ie  work  of  Mr.  Beresfordf  employed  on  board 
the  fnow  ^leen  Charlotte  in  the  capacity  of  fupercargo.  (See 
Dlxon't  Remarks  on  Meares's  Voyages,  page  8,  and  Mtaret*» 
Anfiuer^  page  6. ) 

When  we  read  thisjoumal,  wehave  no  difficulty  inbeh'evlng 
Captain  Dixon^  when  he  fays  that  *'  it  was  written  by  a  per- 
*'  fon  on  board  the  ^ueen  Charlotte,  who  has  been  totally  ua* 
*•  ufed  to  literary  piirfuits,  and  equally  fo  to  a  fea-faring  life." 
(Page  xxii  of  the  Introdualon  which  isgiren  as  the  work  of 
Dixon  liimfelf.) 
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not  taken  the  liberty  of  making  fome  rafh,  I  (hould 
fay  almoft  indecent,  a0ertion3,  which  I  am  very  far 
from  attributing  to  Captain  Dixon  himfelf :  a  na- 
vigator by  profeflion,  an  officer  of  the  navy,  knows 
too  well  the  mutual  refpefl:  which  thofe  who,  by 
braving  the  fame  dangers,  and  devoting  themfelves 
to  enlighten  and  enrich  their  country,  owe  to  each 
other,  for  him  to  have  ventured  to  give  an  unfa- 
vourable opinion  concerning  an  expedition  with 
which  he  is  not  and  cannot  be  acquainted,  ftill 
lefs  for  him  to  endeavour  to  caufe  the  veracity  of 
the  commander  of  the  expedition  to  be  fuf* 
peded. 

**  The  Astrolabe  and  Boussole,"  fays  the 
Englifli  Editor,  "  two  French  (hips  commanded 
"  by  M.Ps  ROUSE  and  De  Langle,  failed  from 
**  France  in  1785 ;  they  are  faid  to  have  traced 
"  the  north. weft  coaft  of  America  from  the  Spa* 
**  nifli  fcttlement  of  Monterey,  to  60  deg.  north 
•'  latitude;  but  this  feems  rather  improbable ;  for 
**  though  thefe  veffels  were  profeffedlyyf//^^:/  out  on 
dif cover y,  yet  the  Commanders  did  not  forget  that 
furs  were  a  valuable  article,  and  accordingly, 
**  whilft  on  the  American  coaft,  they  procured 
•*  about  600  fea-otter  ikins,  chiefly  in  pieces,  of  a 
very  inferior  quality,  and  evidently  the  fame  as 
thofe  imported  by  the  Spaniards ;  whereas  had 
thefe  gentlemen  been  %vcll  in  with  the  coafi  to  the 
**  fjorthward,    they   undoubtedly  muft  have  met 
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**  with  fea-otter  Ikins  of  a  quality  far  fuperior  to 
"  what  they  procured  *.'* 

I  ihall  ftrft  fay  that  I  conceive  that  the  difin- 
tereftednefs  of  the  commander  and  officers  of  the 
French  frigates  may  aftonifh  zfupercargOtdW'wYiok 
ideas  muH:  turn  on  the  means  that  can  be  em* 
ployed  for  increafmg  the  profits  of  his  employers ; 
but  I  (hall  add  that  a  French  officer  attaches  to 
this  a£t  of  difmtereflednefs  no  other  merit  than  that 
of  having  done  what  he  owes  to  himfelf,  and 
what  he  owes  to  the  unknown  companions  of  his 
labours,  who,  (haring,  equally  with  thofe  who 
command  them,  the  fatigues  and  dangers  of  the 
expedition,  have  not  an  equal  fhare  of  glory: 
every  one  is  paid  in  the  coin  that  fuits  him. 

I  (hall  next  alk  the  Editor  whence  he  learnt  that 
the  French  frigates  were  profelTedly  fitted  out  on 
difcovery  :  would  he  wifli  us  to  believe  that  he 
had  read  the  inftrudions  given  to  La  Perouse  ? 

I  (hall  alfo  alk  him,  whether  the  latitude  of  58* 
38',  which  is  that  of  Port  des  FRAN9AIS,  ap- 
pears to  him  northerly  enough  for  that  port  to  be 
comprifed  in  what  he  terms  "  well  in  with  the 
'*  copjl  to  the  Northtuani ?'*  I  (hall  obferve  to 
him  that  the  latitude  of  Norfolk  Bay,  the 
Baya  de  GuADALUPAof  thip  Spaniards,  in  which, 
in  1787,  Captain  Dixon  coUedted  a  part  of  his 
cargo,    is  only  in  57%  and  that  Que^n  Char- 

"'*  Dixon's  Voyage  round  the  Woridt^c.     London.  1789.410. 
page  320,  ••     •         ■  •         .        -  ■     ■     •   s 
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lotte's  IHands  off  which,  in  fo  (hort  a  time,  he 
trafficked  for  Aich  a  confiderable  quantity  of  beaver 
and  fea  otter-lkin  cloaks,  according  to  him  of 
prime  quality,  are  fituated  between  the  54th  and 
5  2d  parallels :  why,  then  will  he  not  allow  that 
La  Pe  rouse  who  proceeded  as  high  as  the  vicinity 
of  the  59th  where  he  traded,  may  have  there  pro« 
cured  furs  of  as  fine  a  quality  as  thofe  might  be 
which  Dixon  obtained  7**  lower,  fince  hehimfelf 
fays,  and  it  was  known  before  he  faid  it,  that, 
the  higher  the  latitude,  the  better  u  the  quality 
of  the  furs  ?  And  why  does  he  take  the  liberty 
of  faying  that  the  fea-otter  fkins,  procured  by 
La  Pe  rouse,  are  evidently  the  fame  as  thofe  im* 
ported  by  the  Spaniards  ?  I  know  not  whence  the 
latter  draw  their  furs;  but  it  is  probable  that 
they  chiefly  procure  tacm  through  their  Prefidiot 
of  San  Diego  and  Monterey,  the  former  iitu* 
ated  in  33*  40',  the  latter  in  36"  38'  •  :  there  is  a 
great  diflance  from  thefe  latitudes,  and  a  ftill 
greater  from  that  of  52%  at  which  DitxoN  carried 
on  his  rich  traffic,  to  the  latitude  of  58'  38',  in 
which  La  P£  rouse  made  his,  and  where  evi- 
dently (for  here  lies  the  evidence)  he  may  have  pro- 

*  Should  the  Spaniards,  as  may  be  prefumed,  fosK  day 
form  a  fubftantial  fettlement  in  BucorclU  Bay,  which  preientt 
feveral  fine  harbours  aud  which  is  fituated  above  the  Uititude 
of  45",  they  will  thenc:  be  able  to  draw  furs  of  a  prime  qua- 
lity ;  and,  no  doubt,  they  will  not  neglect  this  refource  which 
is,  in  a  manner,  at  their  door,  and  may  fuppoit, their  languiih- 
ins  trade  of  the  PUlipfinu  wkk  Uhbo^ 
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cured  (kins  of  the  ^rjl  quality,  I  know  not  whe* 
ther  the  Engliih  imagine  tliat  to  depreciate  the 
trade  of  other  nations  is  a  fair  method  of  giving 
more  extent  and  more  luflre  to  that  of  Great 
Britain  V 

Ladly,  to  difpel  the  doubts  which  DiXom's  £di« 
tor  pretends  to  have,  and  which  he  would  wifli  . 
to  accredit,  refpefting  the  furvcy  that  La  Pe rouse 
made  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  America,! 
{ball  fay  to  him  that  truth  is  not  always  probablcf 
but  that  is  always,  true ;  that  the  Journal  of  this 
commander,  written  with  his  own  hand,  from  the 

*  Mod  alTuredly,  I  do  not  pretend  that  the  efTay  of  tra(Ec 
made  by  La  Peroufe,  procured  him  (kins  as  well-conStioned 
as  thofe  that  Dixon  obtained  in  a  voyage  the  only  objeA  (^ 
which  was  the  fur-trade  ;  but  here  it  is  not  theroffWltVio/t  of  tb« 
fkins,  but  their  qmRly  that  is  in  quellion ;  becaufe  the  quality" 
depends  on'  the  latitude  in  which  they  are  procured,  and  the 
condition  depends  on  circumibnces  abfolutely  foreign  to  the 
latitude.     La  Peroufe^  in  a  letter  which  he  wrote  me  from 
Afdirao  Road,  on  the  jd  of  January  1787,  faid:  "We  have 
**  traded,  on  the  coaft  of  North  jimrica,  for  near  a  thoufand 
<*  fea  otter-ikins,  but  the  greater  part  is  in  Jhreds  and  rotten." 
Certainly,  thefe  (hreds  muft  have  belonged  to  (kins  of  a  very 
fupertor  quality,  and  confequently  drawn  from  very  high  laii- 
iudett  fince  their  fale   in  China  produced  teit  thou/and  dollars. 
Any  one  who  knew  La  Peroufe  and  the  fentiments  of  humanity 
and  beneficence  which  ruled  his    condu£l,  will  not  be  afto« 
nifhed  that  he  laments  the  condition  of  his  furs,  and  that  in 
writing  to  me,  in  the  grief  of  his  heart,  he  (hould  have  greatly 
exaggerated  the  bud  ftate  in  which  they  were,  on  his  arrival 
at  Macao :  alas  !   he  would  have  wiflied  that  the  produce  of 
thefe  fkins  could  have  made  the  fortune  of  each  of  the  failorf 
and  foldiers  who  ferved'  under  his  command,  and  whom  he 
cherifhed  as  his  children  I 
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Hands  forward  at  having  difcovered,  in  1787,  thefe 
very  land.,  or  rather  thefe  very  iflands,  feparated 
from  the  continent  by  a  gulF,  which  La  PiRouss 
had  difcovered,  the  preceding  year,  between  the 
latitude  of  54  and  52  degrees  *.  La  Pkrouse'a 
voyage  will  give  frefli  difpleafure  to  the  Editor  of 
that  of  Dixon,  when  he  will  tlicre  fee  that,  in  - 
1786,  a  Frenchman  has  found  again,  between  the 
5ad  and  53d  degree.  Admiral  de  Fuente's 
Archipelago  of  San  La/aro,  which  tiie  Englifli 
navigators  did  not  find  till  the  following  year,  he 
will  excuie  himfelf  by  faying  that  this  is  not  pro- 
habk ;  and  he  will  not  fufped  that,  on  an  aifer- 
tion  fo  impofmg,  which  precludes  every  inquiry, 
all  Europe  will  be  convinced  that  this  is  not  true. 
I'he  Englifli  have  too  long  taken  advantage  of 
our  filence ;  too  long  have  they  had  the  honour 
of  thofe  difcoveries  in  which  we  have  anticipated 
them:  whatl  becaufe  unfortunate  circumfliances, 

*  Captain  Dixon  might  objeft  that,  on  the  17th  of  Septenia 
ber  1786,  be  bad  made  the  Iwid  in  the  btitude  of  ^i"  46',  OA 
the  weft  coaft  of  Sl^m  Cbarlottt'i  Iflanda,  which  he  did  not 
reconnoitre  till  the  following  year;  but  he  made  only  one 
point  belonging  to  thefe  lands  wfiich  he  fuppofed  to  belong 
to  the  continent,  and  he  continued  his  courfe  for  Noaka  Sound. 
(DixonV  f^oyage,  page  76.)  It  it  were  meant  to  call  thil 
fimplc  view  the  difcovery  of  ^een  Charlotte*^  Iflands,  ftill 
2>i«m  would  not  have!  the  priority:  for  he  had  a  glimpfe  of 
a  point  of  them  on  the  17th  of  September:  and  from  the 
idth  to  the  20th  of  Auguft  of  the  fame  year,  La  Feroufe  had 
ranged  along  the  weft  (bore  of  them  fiom  north  to  foutli 
thrott^hont  t)ietr  wfaok  length,  and  had  (bunded  tKSe'  foutli 
part  of  them. 
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Cook  could  reach  in  that  fatal  voyage  in  which  a 
a  tragic  death  terminated  the  mod  laborious  and  the 
mod  ufeful  career  that  any  navigator  ever  purfued. 

As  all  the  furveys,  from  the  48th  degree  to  the  , 
56th,  made  by  ths  Englifli  navigators,  in  the  courfe 
of  the  four  years  comprifed  between  1785  and 
1789,  are  partly  included  in  each  other,  I  fliall  not 
prefent  many  details  refpefting  the  particular  Opera- 
tions of  each  navigator ;  it  is  my  duty  to  confine 
myfelf  to  pointing  out  the  periods  of  the  voyages, 
and  the  mod  ilriking  circumdance  of  each  expe- 
dition. We  are  alTured  that  the  Englilh  Govern- 
ment has,  in  thefe  latter  times,  difpatched  veflels 
with  the  fpecial  miflion  to  make  a  complete  furvey 
of  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  to  verify 
and  redify  the  accounts  of  each  navigator,  and  to 
compofe  from  all  the  particular  labours  of  the  En- 
glifli nation,  in  this  quarter,  a  general  picture  drawn 
by  the  fame  hand,  in  which  the  defcription  of 
this  part  of  the  globe,  founded  on  numerous  re- 
fearches  and  obfervations,  will  not  be  inferior  in 
point  of  accuracy  to  the  defcription  of  the  con-, 
tinents  whofe  coafts  are  the  mod  frequented.  We 
may  imagine  that  the  Britifli  nation  which,  at  all 
times,  has  publifhed  without  referve,  the  refult 
of  its  maritime  expeditions,  will  not  employ  any 
in  the  publication  of  a  work  which,  in  doing  ho- 
nour to  the  forefight  of  its  government  and  to  the 
talents  of  its  feamen,  will  become  the  cenfure  of 
the  filence  or  of  the  concealmcmt  of  a  nation  from 
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which  every  other  ought  to  expefl:  thi$  favour. 
But  if  the  labour  of  the  Englifh  be  terminated,  we 
cannot  enjoy  it  till  the  moft  unmerciful  of  wars 
having  at  length  ceafed  to  depopulate  Europe 
and  to  lay  wafte  the  two  Worlds,  a  neceflary  peace 
fhall  have  re-opened,  at  lead  for  a  time,  channels 
of  communication  between  two  nations,  both  of 
which  have  too  much  energy,  too  much  know- 
ledge, too  many  polTeflions,  too  much  trade,  too 
much  power,  for  them,  rivals  as  they  are  in  glory 
fmce  they  have  figured  on  the  ftage  of  the  world, 
'  not  to  be  eternally  divided  by  interefts. 
'  Until  the  general  work  which  is  announced  can 
be  known  to  us,  let  us  rapidly  review  the  parti- 
cular operations  which  have  paved  the  way  to 
this  interefting  whole. 

The  third  voyage  of  Captain  Cook  was  not  pub- 
liflied  in  London  till  1784;  and  already  in  1781, 
on  the  lird  indication  that  had  been  given  of  ^  new 
branch  of  trade,  which  prefented  itfelf  on  the 
K09.TH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  ^n  expedition 
had  been  prepared  in  the  AuaiATic  Gulf,  under 
the  Imperial  flag  and  the  direction  of  William 
Bolts,  an  Englifliman  by  birth,  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Emperor  of  Germany,  a  man  very  wdl  in- 
formedi  a  long  trnie  employed  in  the  East  In- 
DIES  and  at  Bengal,  and  who  had  acqqfred  in 
feveial  long  voyages,  all  the  knowledge  neceflary 
for  managing  well  an  expedition  of  this  kind. 
4nd,  indeed,  the  double  objeO:  of  the  equipment 
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was  to  make  difcoveries  and  to  trade  for  furs  on 
the  N0KTH>W£ST  coad  of  America  ;  and  in  this 
view,  perfons  verfed  in  the  different  branches  of 
natural  and  phyfical  fciences,  were  to  be  employed. 
in  it.  But  an  intrigue,  both  the  fource  and  the 
means  of  which  are  unknown,  overfet  this  enter- 
prife,  before  the  two  fhips  that  were  deflined  for  it 
liad  been  put  in  a  (late  to  carry  it  into  execu- 
tion. 

If  the  fpeculations  which  a  new  trade  excited, 
could,  at  fo  great  a  diilance,  induce  Europe  to 
engage  in  enterprifes,  how  much  more  attracting 
mud.  they  not  be  to  the  fliip-owners  and  merchants 
fcartered  over  all  the  parts  of  Asia  where  the 
Europeans  exercife  their  commercial  aflivity  ?  In 
faft,  it  was  evident  that  the  (hips  which  (hould  be 
difpatched  from  the  feas  fituated  to  the  ead  of  the 
Old  World,  would  have  a  great  advantage  over 
thofe  which  (hould  fail  from  the  ports  of  Europe  > 
the  voyage  of  the  former  confided  only  in  twice 
crofling  the  Great  Ocean  with  regular  and 
known  winds ;  while  the  latter,  obliged  to  double* 
either  Cape  Hqrn,  or  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
according  as  they  take  their  route  by  the  wed  or 
by  the  ead,  ind  expofed  to  the  variation  and  con- 
trariety of  the  winds,  neceffarily  lengthen  their 
paifages  by  feven  or  eight  thoufand  leagues,  ^nd 
the  duration  of  their  voyage  by  upwards  of  a  year  ; 
and,  indeed,  fpeculations  were  pariicuhrly  nu- 
merous in  the  ports  of  China  and  Inbia. 
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The  firft  expedition  was  prepared  in  the  river 
of  Canton  :  Captain  James  Hanna  there  equip- 
ped a  brig  of  60  tons  and  30  men.  and  fet  fail 
from  the  Typa  in  the  month  of  April  1785.  He 
coafted  the  northern  (hores  of  Asia,  traverfed 
the  fouthern  extremity  of  Japan,  and  arrived, 
in  the  month  of  Auguft,  at  Nootka  Sound, 
which,  from  the  experience  of  Captain  Cook,  was 
confidered  as  the  great  mart  of  the  furs  of  Ame- 
rica. 

When  his  traffic  was  concluded,  Hanna  flood 
to  the  northward  of  Nootka  ;  towards  the  latitude 
of  51"  1 5',  he  difcovered  Fitzhuoh  Sound,  and 
had  only  one  ftep  to  make  in  order  to  find  again 
Fuente's  archipelago  of  San  Lazaro  ;  he  even 
vifited,  in  this  parallel,  fome  of  the  iflands  called 
by  him  Lance's  Iflands,  which  may  belong  to  it, 
other  lands  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  Henry 
Lane,  and  a  harbour  which  received  that  of  Sea" 
Otter's  Harbour.  It  is  faid  that  Hanna 
brought  back  to  China  a  rich  cargo  of  furs  ** 

The  fuccefs  of  this  firft  voyage  induced  him,  in 
1786,  to  undertake  a  fecond  with  a  fhip  of  120 
tons  burden,  called  the  SeA'Otter.  He  failed 
from  Macao  in  the  month  of  May,  and  proceeded 

*  I  am  ignorant  whether,  flncc  the  QOtnmunigattons  with 
England  have  been  ftopped»  the  voyages  of  Hanna  and  of  fome 
other  EngHfh  navigators  have  been  publifhed.  I  have  extracted 
what  (Toncerns  Hanna'%  voyage  from  the  origiMal  narratives  o( 
Pdrlloekt  page  ilL    Dixon^  page  yvii.  and  Mearest  page  tiv 

ftraight 


river 
jquip- 

t  fail 
He 
verfed 
rrived, 
Sound, 
t,  was 

ftood 
latitude 
id,  and 
id  again 
he  even 
Is  called 
»ng  to  it, 
:  Henry 
:  of  Sea" 
Hanna 

urs  *. 

d  him,  in 
p  of  120 
He  failed 
proceeded 


INTRODUCTION.  CXXl 

ftraight  to  Nootka  Sound.  This  fecond  expev 
dition  of  Hanna  has  added  nothing  to  our  know- 
ledge rel\)efting  the  korth-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica ;  it  is  thought  not  to  have  been  fo  lucrative 
as  the  firft :  he  returned  to  Macao  in  the  month 
of  May  1787,  and  was  preparing  for  a  third  voy- 
age when  death  (lopped  him  in  the  middle  of  his 
career. 

This  expedition  was  not  the  only  one  which 
was  undertaken  in  the  year  1786:  various  com- 
panies of  merchants  and  men  of  large  capitals,  as 
well  in  Asia  as  in  Europe,  wiflied  to  try  fortune 
through  the  channel  which  Captain  Cook  had 
opened. 

Captain  Psters,  commanding  the  fnow  Larks 
of  220  tons  and  40  men,  was  difpatched  from 
Macao  in  the  month  of  July  of  the  year  a  786  : 
his  inftrudions  prefcribed  to  him  to  repair  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  by  the  route  of 
Kamtschatka,  and  to  examine  the  iflands  which 
are  fttuated  to  the  northward  of  Japan.  He  ar- 
rived at  Petropawlowska  on  the  20th  of  Au- 
gull,  and  left  that  harbour  pn  the  i8th  of  Sep- 
tember. Accounts  have  fince  been  received,  that 
the  Lark  was  loft  on  Mednoi  Ostroff  (Cop- 
per Ifland),  fituated  to  the  fouth-eaft  of  Beer* 
iNa's  Ifland,  and  that  only  two  of  her  people 
were  faved  *. 

Although 

*  The  Introdudton  to  Captain  Dixon'n  voyage  has  chiefly 
f^nuA^ed  m«  with  thit  estn^fc  conceming  the  voyage  of  the 
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Macao  Ceemed  fpecally  .ntoted  P^^^^^.^^ 


p,„tabr  «r'r''^r  rciW  1  .-T  point  of  *' 
^aWty  »f  *'^°t  ;„W  d  fpec»l.tion.,  by  op.."""' 
globe,-,  and  how,  ''f  '°",'  ,,,,/r,„d  „can.,  by  mult.ply- 
!f  barter,  double  and  "'t^"'^/  «"!„«=  and  ulpL  *» 
i„g  a.  it  «re  the  fame  7'S'  °fe>  „f  Ae  e,peait!on. 
pfdh.,  without  '--'-IJ  *  .rtoTrreneh  ua««.r,»ho, 
W  thefe  detail,  w.  are  '"■''^';  "  *,  hefitated  not  to 

.hough  fearcelyB-e  and  t«e«yye.-rs^    ^„,  „„      ,,ou. 

..udcttaVe  by  Und,and  '-W-'J"'  „(  fo„,  ,l,„„f.„d  league., 

^„y  fatigue,  and  dangers  a  J2£  s«„,  and  that 

acrof.  the  froxen  defer.,  of  >^'r^'°  p„r^wl^fi' 

.„d  ,he  capital  of  f -•"•'. '»  »*;  '        ,|,  .he  dltpatche.  and 
he  arrived  on  the  .7th  °«  Of'^^^J.  „  a.„  he  bad  fer«d 
j„„,«U  of  i»  'ft'Z  "tmlr.ni.al  at  «-«/.*«'»- 
Uhi.dep.r."r.f'»»  f ;*'"  „  ^„^„,  .Mr. 

..  An  Enghlh  veffel,     lay.  ^.^1  ,„a  anchored 

..n>.odlngth.n.p.  r^'.    („t(i,Me.  Bvhi.tie.tT'"-'>  » 
...f.hichth.fcUo.^^;'^^^     heenVgcd  tocarryon 

«  Roflian  ">"='""'•"!"'  .  „;„;„„,  of  the  Empref".  and  aft. 

«  .nrfe  in  thi.  P»"  "' *' '"X  „f  IghtJ  *»"""*  ""I"".'- 
«ed  for  >!'"''»"'*rf^„IdrwoaU  ha,.  conBlled  .nly  •« 
-I^-^tttWEn  W^d  tofeU  in  ";«.«"';« 
«  peUry  which  the  ^"8"'"?  J.  .  .^chanee.  ft"ff»  »"^  °*^" 
«  ^h^would  l^-c^rou^V„t«;  The  merchant  Sfh^mf 
«  artik.  fmtable  to  the  Rufiian..     i  „f  ^U 

u  Ulf  repaired  to  P^'^^^^^^^J^   .^  wa.  kbounng  to 
^fovcrcign.  and  obtamed  .t ,  butj^  ^  ^j^^^^j^j,,^^^^^^ 

■  ..  put  himfelf  in  a  condition  toj^^  ^^         ^^^  ^. ^^ 
..  I  .as  infomed  that  J;  ^^]«^^^^         ^-I^S^coaft 
..  mand.  in  returning  to  Kamtjcoa^        ,  .,  ^j 
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relative  to  a  trade  which  had  its  vent  through 
China,  the  ports  of  India,  Bombay  and  Cal- 
cutta, by  reafon  of  the  facility  which  they  afford 
to  fhip-owners  for  the  equipment  and  viftuaih'ng  of 
veflels,  foon  obtained  a  preference  to  the  former. 

In  the  beginning  of  1786,  the  fnows  Captain 
Cook,  of  300  tons,  commanded  by  Captain  Law- 
RiE,  and  the  Experiment  of  100  tons,  by  Cap- 
^n  Guise,  were  fitted  out  at  Bombay.  Mr. 
Strange,  agent  of  the  Englifh   Company,  em- 
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'*  of  America  :  (he  had  bAn  there,  according  to  every  ap- 
**  |>earance,  to  take  in  furs  for  beginning  her  cargo,  which 
'<  fhe  was  coming  to  complete  in  the  harbour  of  St.  Peter  and 
"  St.  Paul.  Accounts  were  received  that  two  men  only  of 
*«  her  crew,  a  Portuguefe  and  a  Bengal  negro,  were  faved,  and 
«  had  pafled  the  winter  in  Copper  ifland,  whence  a  Ruffian 
*<  ve/Tel  had  conveyed  them  to  Nijenai-Kamlfchatka  :  they  joined 
•*  us  at  Bokberetfeif  where  I  then  was  with  Colonel  Kajloff- 
, "  OugrentHf  commandant  at  Oiofci  and  at  Kamtji&atia,  who 
**  intended  to  fend  them,  next  fcafon,  to  Peter/burgh.'*  (See 
the  yowmal  hlftor'tque  du  Voyage  (&  Lesseps,  du  Kamtfehatka 
en  France.  Paris,  Imprimeric  Royalc,  1790,  2  vol.  8vo.  vol.  i. 
Note  of  page  to.) 

N.  B.  Thofe  who  would  wi(h  to  have  details  equally  true 
and  interefting  relative  to  the  prcfcnt  ftate  of  Kamtfehatka,  and 
the  inhabitants  and  produ6Uons  of  this  peninfula  uid  ithe 
neighbouring  countries,  fliould  read  the  Travels  of  Lefftpt^ 
who,  poflcfiingthe  Ruffian  language  and  having  made  a  rather 
long  llay  in  tb.'  country,  with  the  defire  and  the  means  of 
Requiring  knowledge,  had  an  opportunity  of  learning  from  M. 
Kf^Jt  a  very  intelligent  and  very  communicative  man,  everf 
I'ljifomMtioB  that  can  give  aa  «xa^id€?  of  this  eaftpart  of '^» 
^iUMEfto  impcifedity  kaowiu 
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barked  in  the  former  veffel  in  the  capacity  of  fuper- 
cargo. 

On  the  27th  June  following,  thefe  two  veffels 
arrived  at  Noo tka  Sound,  where  they  remained 
till  the  27th  of  July. 

They  afterwards  vifited  other  parts  of  the  coafl:, 
and  arrived  at  Prince  William's  Sound,  difco- 
vered,  in  1778,  by  Cook,  under  the  60th  parallel. 

**  In  this  progrefs,"  fays  Mr.  Meares,  "  they 
**  indifputably  difcovered  that  land  to  which  Mr. 
**  Dixon  gave  the  name  of  C^eln  Charlotte's 
**  Iflands,  which  he  did  merely  fiom  conjeflural 
opinion,  as  they  were  never  proved  to  be  fuch 
till  Captain  Douglas,  in  the  Iphigenia,  failed 
through  the  channel  which  feparates  them  from 
<*  what  was  then  fuppofed  tg  be  the  American  Con* 
♦*  tinent  *. 

The 

•  See  Mtma^i  Voyages,  page  Ih'i. 

A  polemical  difculEon  of  the  warmeft  kind  arofe  between 
Mr.  Z>/xon  and  Mr.  A: tares ^  on  their  return  from  America  i 
they  reciprocally  contefted  each  other's  difcoveries;  and 
each  of  the  difputants  fometimes  attributes  thofc  of  his  cdm. 
petitor  to  another  navigator,  rather  than  leave  the  enjoyment : 
of  them  to  him.  I  declare  formally  that  I  do  not  pretend  to 
decide  betveen  them,  and  t^ntat  eompmere  litet.  Perhaps  in 
the  midft  of  the  obfcurity  in  which  the  French  are  left  re* 
fpedting  this  matter,  fmce  our  communications  with  England 
have  been  interrupted,  it  may  have  happened  to  me  to  at. 
tribute  to  one  navigator  feme  fmall  portion  of  difcovery  which 
another  may  claim :  but  all  are  equally  unknown  to  me, 
Mhecwife  than  by  the  account  ofthgir  voyages,  and  by  what 
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The  Captain  Cook  and  Experiment  fnows, 
as  well  as  the  vefTels  which  had  preceded  them, 
arrived  fafe  at  Macao. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Meares  attributes  to 
Captains  Lowrie  and  Guise,  to  the  exclufion  of 
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fome  of  them  have  faid  of  the  voyages  of  their  countrymen :  and 
If,  by  chance,  I  enrich  the  o«e  .it  the  expenfe  of  the  other,  it 
is  by  mi  (lake,  and  without  the  fmallcft  intention  of  fo  doing  } 
the  only  one  I  have,  is  to  pieferve  the  fl.ri<^left  neutrality  be- 
tween navigators  quorum  cuufas  procul  habeo.  That  this  neii. 
trality  (hould  be  an  armed  neutrality  will  not,  however,  be 
difapproved  of,  when  the  queftion  is  to  claim  what  may  belong 
to  the  French  whofe  caufe  Is  foreign  to  the  quarrel  of  the 
Englifh.  My  folc  objeA  has  been  to  afcertain  that  Fuenle'% 
archipelago  of  San  La%aro,  and  /^um's  Strait  or  Inlet,  are  not 
romantic  difcoveries,  with  refped  to  geography,  and  to  guard 
geographers  and  hilloilans  agaliill  the  facility  with  which  they 
too  frequently  take  the  liberty  of  pronouncliig  that  a  dlf- 
covery  is  fabnlous,  becaufe  wc  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
find  again  the  iflands  or  lands  which  the  ancients  have  pointed 
out  to  us  :  old  Herodotus  migtit  here  be  joined  to  Funnte  and 
Fucot  much  lefs  ancient,  in  order  to  complain  of  the  numerous 
ads  of  injuilice  which  he  has  experienced.  What  Is  of  im« 
portance  in  the  queftion  before  us,  is  to  afcertain  the  identity 
of  the  ancient  difcovery  with  the  modern  difcovery  ;  and  let  U9 
afterwards  leave  the y('(o»</<fi/(oi¥rfr/  to  make  the  moftofand 
difpuie  their  titles  of  Priority  :  in  time,  ill-founded  pretenfioni 
vanilh  and  give  place  to  truth.  If  the  Reader  wifh  to  know 
particularly  what  are  the  objeds  in  difpuie,  he  may  confult 
the  following  polemical  works  :  Remarks  on  the  Voyages  o/'John 
Meares,  Efq.  By  George  Dixon,  London,  Stockdale,  1790* 
4to.— ^A  Anftuer  to  Mr.  George  Dixon,  By  John  Meares, 
Efq.  London,  Logographic  Prefs,  1791,  \Xo.— -Further  Rt^ 
maris  on  thf  Voyages  of  J«  Meares,  ^c.  By  G«  Dixon,  Lon* 
don,  Stockdale,  1791. 

Captain 
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Captain  Dixon,  the  firH:  difcovery  of  the  lands 
called  Queen  Charlotte's  lilands ;  and  to  Cap- 
tain Douglas,  the  difcovery  of  the  north  ftrait 
which  feparatcs  them  from  the  continent,  and 
makes  them  iflands.  We  ihall  not  difpute  with 
the  Englifli  this  laft  difcovery ;  for  La  P^rouse, 
who  had  rightly  prefumed  that  thefe  lands  muft 
be  iflands,  had  not  an  opportunity  of  (atisfying 
himfelf  in  that  particular ;  but  we  (hall  not  grant 
them  fo  eafilythe  priority  of  the  difcovery;  for 
it  is  faid  that  Captains  Lowrie  and  Guise  did 
not  arrive  at  Nootka  Sound  till  the  27thof  June, 
and  that  they  (laid  there  till  the  27th  of  July. 
It  is  neither  known  at  what  precife  period  they 
faw  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  nor  how  the 
difcovery  was  made,  nor  what  portion  of  theft 
lands  they  examined ',  but  we  know  with  certainty 
that  La  P^rouse  difcovered  them  on  the  loth 
of  Augull  of  the  fame  year  :  that  he  followed  and 
examined'  the  coails  of  them  for  ten  days,  and 
ranged  along  them,  from  north  to  fouth,  over  an 
extent  of  fifty  leagues :  what  may  be  adduced  as 
more  favourable  to  the  pretention  of  the  Englifli, 
is,  that  on  whatever  fide  the  priority  is,  the  two 
difcoveries  mufl:  be  nearly  cotemporary ;  and  that, 
on  both  fides,  the  honour  is  equal. 

Expeditions  from  Bengal  followed  clofe  en 
thofe  from  the  coafl:  of  Malabar;  the  veflejsy 
the  Nootka,  of  200  tons,  and  the  Sca-Otter 
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of  100  tons,  the  former  commanded  by  Captain 
John  Meares,  the  latter  by  Captain  William 
Tipping,  wercfittedout  at  Calcutta. 

MfiAREsfet  fail  in  the  month  of  March  1786; 
and,  in  this  firft  voyage,  he  took  his  route  by  the 
Aleutian  Iflands,  with  fome  of  which  he  had  a 
communication.  He  afterwards  put  into  Prince 
William's  Sound,  and  was  forced  to  winter  in 
that  bay :  twenty-three  of  his  people  there  died  of 
cold  and  want.  He  returned  by  the  Sandwich 
Iflands  to  Macao,  where  he  arrived  on  the  2cth 
of  0£lober  1787. 

Captain  Tipping,  commanding  the  Sea-Otter, 
had  quitted  Calcutta  a  few  days  after  Captain 
Meares  :  his  deflination  was  likewife  for  Prince 
William's  Sound,  where  he  arrived  in  the 
month  of  September;  and  he  there  found  the 
fnows  Captain  Cook  and  Experiment.  He 
thence  fiiiled  again  the  next  day,  in  order,  as  it 
is  thought,  to  go  to  Cook's  River ;  but,  fmce 
that  period  "nothing  more  has  been  heard  of  the 
Sea-Otter,  and  It  is  fuppofed  that  his  veflel  has 
been  loft  *. 

Till  now,  sll  the  expeditions  for  the  fur-trade 
had  failed  from  the  ports  of  Asia  :  and  the  £ng. 
fiih  navigators,  known  under  the  denomination  of 
Indiamen,  had  no  other  competitors  than  the 
Portuguefe  of  Macao  :  the  allurement  of  the  im- 
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menfe  profits  which  were  daily  made  under  the 
eyes  of  thofe  Afiatic  Europeans,  might  well  draw 
them  for  a  few  moments  from  their  torpor,  and 
incite  them  to  make  fome  effort  to  creep  into  the 
fteps  of  the  Englifli ;  but  an  ill-direded^  dilatory, 
and  ephemeral  competition,  could  never  keep  pace 
with  the  commercial  adivity  of  their  indefatigable 
rivals.  The  ihip-owners  who  had  firft  engaged 
in  the  career,  had  rather  to  dread  the  fpeculations 
of  Europe  \  and,  in  fa£t,  the  European  (hips  were 
not  long  before  they  made  their  appearance  on  the 
NORTH-wtsT  co^fl  of  AMERICA  J  they  were  foon 
followed  thither  by  thofe  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  but  thofe  of  the  Thames  got  the  dart 
of  all  the  others. 

Richard  Cadman  Etches  and  other  mer- 
chants of  London  had,  in  the  month  of  May 
1785,  entered  into  a  commercial  copartnerfliip, 
under  the  title  of  the  King  Georges  Sound  Com- 
pany ;  theobjeflof  this  aifociation  was  to  ellablifli 
a  regular  trade  between  the  north-west  coaft 
and  China.  But  two  privileges  equally  oppofed 
this  enterprife ;  that  of  the  South-Sea  Company 
who,  without  carrying  on  any  traffic  themfelves, 
ftand  ui  -the  way  of  more  adventurous  merchants ; 
and  that  of  the  East-India  Company,  who  car/y 
on  too  much,  and  wifh  that  others  fhould  carry 
.  on  none  at  all.  A  negociation  was  fet  on  foot 
with  the  two  companies :  as  the  former  did  not  wifh 
to  fend  any  (hips  into  their  Soutk-Ssa,  they  at 
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lead  granted  a  licenfe  to  others,  to  fend  fome :  the 
latter  granted  a  fimilar  licenfe,  and  at  the  fame 
time  engaged  to  give  (hips  that  Ihould  bring  furs 
from  Amsrica  to  Canton,  freights  of  teas  to 
bring  from  China  to  Europe.  The  Kino 
George'^  or  Nootka  Sound  Company  have 
evinced  what  an  aflbciation  of  merchants  and  men 
of  capital  can,  without  privilege,  undertake,  and 
execute,  when  not  oppofed  by  prejudice,  and  re* 
ftrained  by  monopolies. 

This  new  company  purchafed  and  fitted  out 
two  veifels,  the  (hip  Kino  George  of  320  tons, 
and  the  fnow  (^ef.n  Charlotte  of  aoo  tons. 
Captain  Nathaniel  Porti.ock  was  appointed 
commander  of  the  larger  veifel,  and  of  the  expe- 
dition, imd  Captain  George  Dixon  of  the  fmall- 
er:  thefe  two  officers  who  had  ferved  under  Cap- 
tain Cook,  had,  under  that  great  mafter,  acquired 
a  competent  degree  of  knowledge  and  experience 
to  qualify  them  for  voyages. 

The  two  veflels  fet  fail  from  the  Downs,  on 
the  ad  of  September  1785  *.  Their  operations  on 
the  coaft  of  America,  in  1786,  were  confined  to 
trading  in  Cook's  River;  but  they  were  not 
able  to  penetrate  into  Prince  William's  Sound. 

•  See  A  t^oyagt  round  the  World,  ^c  hy  Nathaniel  Portlock. 
London,  1789.  410.— /f  Foyage  rwmi  ti/t  World  hy  Qeorgc 
Dixon.     Londm.  1789.  410. 

VOL.  I.  i  *tfity 


m 


¥ 


,- 


cxxx 


INTRODUCTION. 


They  quitted  the  north  coafl  in  order  to  proceed 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  J  but,  b(  ng  thwarted 
by  the  winds,  they  renounced,  for  this  year,  the 
idea  of  trading  in  Nootka  Sound.  In  this  run, 
they  had  made  the  land  between  the  latitude  of 
58*  and  37» ;  and  in  the  parallel  of  53'  they  hzd 
alfo  fight  of  land  which  they  judged  to  be  a  (ion- 
tinuaiion  of  the  continent}  but  the  following  year, 
it  was  found  that  the  cape,  or  the  portion  of  the 
coaft  which  they  had  perceived  in  this  latitude, 
belongs  to  thofe  iflands  difcovered  by  La  Pik- 
ROUSE ;  which  the  Englifh  have  fince  named 
QuEtN  Charlotte's  Iflands. 

The  month  of  06lober  was  approaching*,  it 
was  prudent  to  abandon  the  coaft :  the  two  fhips 
direded  their  courfe  for  the -Sandwich  Iflands 
which  afforded  refources  for  their  victualling. 
PoRTLOCK  rightly  judged,  that  it  would  be  lefs 
dangerous  to  the  health  of  the  people  to  occupy 
them  at  fea,  in  the  run  from  America  to  the 
Sandwich  Iflands?,  and  in  the  return  from  thofe 
iflands  to  the  coaft,  than  to  caufe  them  to  winter 
in  a  country  where  the  feverity  of  the  climate 
and  the  fcarcity  of  fubflftencc  muft  make  him 
equally  dread  to  remain. 

On  the  return  of  fummer,  ihe  two  fljips  pro- 
ceeded back,  to  the  north  coafl:  of  America,  and, 
on  the  23d  of  April  1787^  made  the  land  on 
Montague's  Ifland,  at  the  entrance  of  Princi 
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William's  Sound,  in  the  latitude  of  59"  10'. 
They  traded  for  fome  time  in  that  bay  j  and,  after 
this  operation  was  completed,  they  feparated. 

In  the  latitude  of  57*  50',  Portlock  difco- 
vered  Goulding's  and  Portlock*s  Harbours, 
and  Salisbury  Sound.  While  he  was  at  anchor 
in  the  harbour  of  his  name,  in  57°  48',  he  de- 
tached his  long-boat  to  vifit  the  part  of.  the  coaft 
fituated  to  the  fouth-ead  of  this  harbour,  and  to 
trade  there  for  furs  with  the  natives  by  whom  it 
is  inhabited.  In  her  excurfion,  the  long*boat  came 
to  the  mouth  of  a  narrow  channel  into  which  (he 
entered,  and  which  carried  her  to  the  north  part 
of  the  Baya  D£  Guadalupa  of  the  Spaniards, 
to  the  ea(l-north.eaft  of  Mount  San  Jacinto  and 
of  Cape  DEL  Engano  (Cook's  Mount  £dge<* 
cuMBE  and  Cape  Edgecumbe),  in  the  latitude  of 
57°  10'.  This  route  proved  that  that  cape  and 
mountain  form  the  fouth  part  of  a  narrow  ifland, 
about  ten  leagues  long,  on  a  north-north- weft  and 
fouth-fouth-eafl  diref^ion,  and  that  they  do  not 
belong  to  the  continent.  This  ifland  Captain 
Portlock  diftinguiftied  by  the  name  of  Pitt's 
Ifland;  and  the  channel,  whpfe  northern  mouth 
is  in  Salisbury  Sound,  and  its  fouthern,  in 
Guadalupa  Bay,  was  called  Hayward's  Strait, 
from  the  name  of  one  of  the  officers  who  had  d^ 
covered  it. 

Here  Portlock  terminated  his  operations,  and 
directed  hit  courfe  to  the  Sandwich  Iflands. 
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Queen  CHARLOTTt's  Iflands,  and  of  which  La 
Pe  ROUSE  had  been  the  fir  ft  difcoverer  the  preced- 
ing year.  Dixon  ranged  along  this  archipelago, 
as  La  Pfi  rouse  had  done,  by  its  weft  fhore,  to  its 
fouthern  extremity,  doubled  it  to  the  fouthward, 
and  ftood  again  to  the  northward,  ranging  along 
the  eaft  fliore,  as  far  as  53*  fo'.  In  this  latitude, 
he  perceived  to  the  eaftward,  in  the  diftance,  a 
cape  of  the  continent,  on  which  he  impofed  the 
name  of  Cape  Dalrvmple  ;  a  homage  deferved- 
ly  paid  to  a  learned  navigator  whofe  refearches 
have  fo  much  contributed  to  arrange  the  chaos 
of  ancient  voyages,  and  whofe  hydrographical  la- 
bours and  writings,  by  improving  the  defcriptiun 
of  the  globe,  have  facilitated  the  communications 
between  the  two  Worlds.  It  is  probable  that  Cape 
Dalrvmple  is  the  lofty  part  of  fome  one  of  the 
iflands  which  form  Admiral  de  FutNT£*s  archi- 
pelago of  San  Lazaro.  Captain  Dixon  ran 
down  the  eaft  coaft  of  C^een  Charlotte's 
Iflands  as  he  had  afcended  it,  without  pufliing  his 
refearches  towards  the  continent.  He  then  pre- 
fented  himfelf  off"  Nootka  Sound  j  but  having 
been  informed,  by  fome  Englidi  veftels  that  were 
coming  out  of  it,  that  the  trade,  for  this  year,  was 
exhaufted  in  that  quarter,  he  directed  his  courfe 
for  the  Sandwich  Iflands  where  he  rejoined  Cap* 
tain  Portlock. 

The  two  (hips  carried  the  produce  of  their  trade 
to  Canton  whence  they  returned  to  England. 

i  3  Captains 
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Captains  Portlock  and  Dixon  having  vifited 
fome  parts  of  the  coafl;  which  had  not  yet  been 
examined,  procured  cargoes  much  richer  than  any 
of  thofe  which  the  frequented  parts  had  been  able 
to  furniih  to  the  Oiips  from  India  which  bad 
firft  engaged  in  this  new  branch  of  commerce  *, 

The  ports  of  England  and  her  men  of  capital 
feemed  not  likely  to  fatisfy  the  eagernefs  with 
which  her  navigators  would  have  proceeded  toward^ 
this  new  branch  of  riches,  had  not  their  flight  met 
with  an  infurmountable  barrier  in  the  privileges  of 
the  great  companies.  In  order  to  evade  thofe 
privileges  which  extended  only  to  the  expeditions 
that  it  was  wiihed  to  fet  on  foot  in  the  ports  of  the 
three  kingdoms,  the  Englifli  fpeculators  came  to 
feek  on  the  continent,  for  that  liberty  which  mo- 
nopoly had,  lojig  fmce,  banifhed  from  their  iflands. 

The  Imperial  Eagle,  commanded  by  Captain 
Berkeley,  was  difpatched  from  the  port  of 
OsTKND  towards  the  end  of  November  of  the  year 

1786. 

He  arrived  at  Nootka  Sound  in  the  month  of 
Augufl:  of  the  following  year.  He  vifited  a  part  of 
the  coafl:  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka, 
and,  in  running  down  it  again,  he  came  to  an  inlet 
or  bay  which  has  received  his  name.  His  long- 
boat, being  difpatched  from  this  laft-meniioned 
port  in  order  to  make  a  furvey  of  the  mofl; 
fouthern  parts,  difcovered  in  the  latitude  of  48' 


•  Sec  Portloci't  Voyage,— 'Dixon' t  Voyagt, 
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30',  an  inlet  or  (Irait ;  and  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that  this  is  the  fame  which  Juan  de  Fuca  ha4 
difcovered  in  1592,  and  which  is  indicated  nearly 
under  this  parallel.  (See  farther  back,  page  x  and 
xi.) 

It  is  faid  that  Captain  Berkeley  arrived  at 
China  a  year  after  his  departure  from  Ostend  •  : 
it  mud  therefore  be  prefumed  that  he  had  found 
every  facility  in  carrying  on  his  trade,  fmce,  in  fo 
ihort  an  interval,  he  had  been  able,  without  in- 
terrupting his  commercial  operations,  to  facrifice 
fome  days  to  the  examination  of  the  coaft,  and 
to  apply  himfelf  to  a  refearch  which  has  cleared  up 
a  point  of  the  hiftory  of  ancient  voyages,  and  re- 
vived Don  Juan  de  Fuca  in  order  to  make  him 
enjoy  the  difcovery  of  his  Strait,  which  Geogra- 
^-^hers  had  confidered  as  fabulous. 

In  giving  an  account  of  the  expedition  of  Cap- 
tains PoRTLocK  and  Dixon,  I  have  faid  that, 
when  the  latter  appeared  off  Nootka  Sound,  in 
the  beginning  of  Auguft  1787,  he  met  with  fome 
velfels  that  were  coming  out  of  it,  and  diiTuaded 
him  from  entering  it :  thefe  velfels  were  a  fhip  and 
a  floop  belonging  to  the  owners  of  the  (hips  com* 
manded  byPoRTLOCK  and  Dixon,  Mr.  Etches 
and  his  alfociates.  The  (hip,  named  the  Prince  op 
Wales,  was  commanded  by  Captain  Colnett, 
and  the  (loop,  the  Princess  Royal,  by  Captain 
Duncan.    Thefe  captains,  difpatched  from  Eno- 


•  See  Berkeley's  Voyage, 
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LAND  In  the  month  of  September  in  the  year 
1786,  had  begun  by  eftablifhlng,  to  the  fouth  of 
AMtRicA  on  Staten  Land  which  forms,  with 
TiERRA  DEL  FuEGO,  the  Strait  of  Le  Maire, 
a  fa£tory  for  the  purpofe  of  colleffcing  feaUH^ins  and 
extrafting  oil  from  their  flefh.  Having  accom^ 
plifhed  this  buHnefs,  they  made  the  bed  of  their 
way  to  NooTKA  Sound,  without  toychmg  at  any 
other  place  *. 

I  know  of  no  particular  account  of  the  voyage 
of  thefe  two  veflels ;  but  Dixon,  in  one  of  his 
polemical  works  dire^ed  againft  Captain  Meares, 
has  printed  a  letter  which  was  written  by  Captain 
Puncan,  dated  IsLiNGToif  the  17th  of  January 


}79h 


and  in  which  the  latter  himfelf  marks  his 


track  and  mentions  the  furveys  which  he  made  of 
the  pad  poaft  of  Qu|;en  Charlotte's  Iflands, 
and  of  the  coaf^  of  the  oppofite  continent. 

The  Prince  of  Wales,  commanded  by  Cql- 
NETT,  and  the  Princess  Royal  by  Duncan, 
after  having  paffed  the  winter  of  1787,  at  the 
Sandwich  Iflands,  returned  to  the  coaft  jn  the 
fummer;  and,  on  the  31(1  pf  March  1788,  Dun-; 
can  being  bound  to  the  fouthern  parts,  apchoied 
in  NooTKA  Sound,  while  Colnett  diredled  his 
pourfe  to  Prince  William's  Sound,  in  order  to 
trade  there  and  in  the  pther  parts  to  th?  nqrth^ 

WARD. 

"^  D'fxon*t  VifyagCt  pages  xx.  and  ccx^xii.  —And  Mearet't, 
Jfo^agest  page  Iv. 


cxxxvii 


yeaf 

hof 
with 

i  and 

com-^ 

their 

:  any 

oyage 
of  his 

ARES, 

aptain 
muary 
rks  his 
lade  of 
iQands, 

ly  CqL- 
UNCAN, 

at  the 
t  in  the 
I,  Dun-! 
jfichoied 
ided  his 

order  to 

NORTHS 


id  Mearet't, 


IKTRODUCTION. 

On  recapitulating  the  various  operations  of  Cap- 
tain Duncan,  it  appears  that  he  anchored  and 
traded  in  feveral  harbours  of  the  ead  coad  o^ 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  that  he  followed 
thefe  iflands,  examined  and  viiited  them,  from  the 
latitude  of  52*  to  54^ 

From  this  parallel,  he  crolTed  the  channel  which 
feparates  thefe   fird-mentioned    iflands  from  the 
continent,  and  proceeded  to  fome  other  iflands, 
fituated  to  the  eaftward,  which  he  named  Princess 
Royal's  Iflands,  and  which  occupy,  in  a  body, 
the  fpace  comprifed  between  54  and  51  degrees. 
This  archipelago  affords,   among  the  numerous 
iflands  of  which   it  is  compofed,  bays,  harbours, 
openings,  inlets,    and  paflages,  a  part   of  which 
Captain  Duncan  examined  ;  in  nineteen  of  which 
he  anchored,  not  without  being  frequently  expofed 
to  the  danger  of  lofing  his  veflel ;  and  where  an 
Sibundant  trade  indemnified  him  for  his  fatigues, 
and  made  hin)  forget  the  riflu  which  he  had  run. 
He  coafled  thefe  iflands  to  the  parallel  where  the 
larchipelago  terminates. 

He  then  returned  to  Nootka  Sound  which 
Colnett  had  fixed  for  the  place  of  rendezvous  : 
but  the  Prince  of  Wales  not  arriving,  Duncan 
put  to  fea  again.  He  continued  to  run  down  the 
icoafl:,  anchored  oflF  a  village  called  Ahousett, 
and  his  route  to  the  fouthward  brought  him  to 
ffae  parallel  of  Fuca's  Strait  or  Inlet,  the  latitude 
pf  which  he  fixe9  at  48*  30'.    He  anchored  on 

the 
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the  fouth  coafl:  of  the  Strait  off  a  village  called 
Claasit  or  Claaset  *,  and  there  traded.  On 
quitting  it,  he  pufhed  his  I'urveys  as  far  as  the 
forty>feventh  parallel;  and,  in  this  latitude,  he 
quitted  the  coaft  in  order  to  repair  to  the  Sand- 
wich Iflands  whence  he  was  to  take  his  -route  for 
China. 

Captain  Dixon f  makes  mention  of  a  Plan  of 
FucA*s  Strait,  dated  the  15th  of  Auguft  1788, 
drawn  by  Charles  Duncan,  Majicr  in  the  Royal 
Navy,  which  Mr.  Alexanoi^r  Dalrymple 
caufed  to  be  engraved,  and  which  he  publifhed 
on  the  14th  of  January  1790.    In  it  is  feen  the 

*  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  names  of  the  two  villages  Htu- 
atedonthla  part  nf  the  coaft,  as  they  are  mentioned  by  Duaeam, 
Aboufei  and  Claafet,  have  terminations  which  appear  incongru- 
ous, if  we  compare  them  with  the  ordinary  final  letters  of  the 
words  and  names  with .  which  we  are  acquainted  in  fome  of  the 
languages  fpoken  on  the  north-tuejl  coaft  ;  but  they  remind  us 
of  the  names  which  are  to  be  met  with  vn  Futnte'i  narrative 
(farther  back,  pages  xxviii  to  xxxi)  the  towns  of  Cong^/  and 
Minhanftt,  the  peninfula  of  Conlbajet,  Bajfet  IHand.  This 
affinity,  I  fhould  fay  even  this  refemblance  of  names,  may 
prove  that  thofc  which  are  mentioned  in  Fuente's  narrative  have 
not  been  invented:  but  the  difcovery  of  this  admiral,  his  Archi* 
pelago  of  San  Lazaro,  and  his  River  of  Los  Reyes,  are  indi- 
cated towards  the  latitude  of  53°  ;  and  this  parallel  is  com- 
prifed  between  that  of  54'  and  that  of  51",  ike  interval  of 
which  is  occupied  by  the  Princefs  Royal's  Archipelago  o{  Dun- 
can. I  fliall  not,  however,  thence  conclude  that  Conoffit  and 
Minhanfet  are  largt  towns,  as'is  exprefled  in  the  narrative  whicli 
enlarges  every  tiling  :  but  I  think  that  it  may  thence  be  con* 
ckided  that  thefe  names  are  cnuntry  names,  and  that  Fuenfe^ 
who  merttions  them,  had  vifited  the  country. 
f  Further  Rcmaris. 

<  anchorage 
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anchorage  of  the  Princess  Royal  in  the  Strait 
which  is  no^more  than  fourteen  miles  in  width. 

Captain  Duncan  had  communicated  to  Captain 
Me  A  RES  the  Chart  of  his  voyage;  but  he  com- 
plains that  the  latter  has  not  given  with  accuracy 
what  it  reprefented.  I  know  not  whether  this 
chart  have  been  publiflied  in  England  ;  but  it  is 
difficult,  or  rather  it  is  impofiible  to  apply  to  that 
of  Meares  what  Duncan  fets  forth  in  his  jour, 
nal ;  according  to  him,  his  Princess  Royal's 
Archipelago,  beginning,  to  the  northward,  in  the 
latitude  of  54",  terminates,  to  the  fouthward,  in 
51°.  On  Meares*s  Chart,  a  large  archipelago 
extends  from  56*  30', as  far  as  48*  30',  that  is,  to 
Fuca's  Strait  which  terminates  it  to  the  fouth- 
ward. This  large  archipelago,  of  which  the 
Nootka  Sound  of  Cook,  and  Berkeley  Sound 
occupy  the  fouth  part,  there  bears  the  name  of 
Northern  Archipelago  ;  and,  towards  the 
middle  of  its  well  coafl,  is  fcen  a  fmall  archipelago 
wedged  into  the  large  one,  under  the  name  of 
Princess  Roval  Islands.  Mr.  Meares  fays 
that  "  The  year  1788  was  pioduftive  of  conneft- 
ing,  in  fome  meafure,  the  detached  and  feparate 
difcoveries  of  the  preceding  years."  They  are 
couriered,  indeed,  on  his  Chart,  and  we  might  re- 
quire that  they  (hould  there  appear  more  diJiinSl. 
"  There  were  then  on  the  coaft,"  continues  he, 
*»  the  ihips  Prince  of  Wales  and  Princess,, 
**  Royal,  the  Felice,  the  Iphigenia,  Englifli, 

"  Columbia 
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..  No«h.«efte™  P«^  ° Tone  of  .he  Chans 
«  tached  toth.8  volume   .      "«  i 

.hatMr.MEAKE,  means   »»  ^""^^^  ;^„„f  ^f  his 
,,.„„HchhehasprefiKea.^ 

ani  Je  may  .hence    condnde   that    .he 
again  >    and  we  m-y  ^^^ 

det  to  be  better  «<^"  E„„peans  have  pro- 

this  country,  towards  «h.ch  Lur  p  ^.^^  ^^ 

after  having  ieparateiy  and  pre- 

ef  cnncif.,  --f^j^^^^^^^^^^  eJch  of  .he 

fents  to  us  a  general  <^^^";;  ^  diainguilh 

panlcularaifcovere.n.ay^^^^^^^^^^^ 

v^hat  belongs  to  him,  and  enj  y 

Vuhout  conteaation,  th,  ment  of  his 

and  the  fruit  of  his  labours!.  r^^^ 

X  We  conceive  from  the  quotai  ^^^  .^  ^^^ 

;/,V,c  journals  of  Captams  ^'^  ^^^^^^  ^^      ^^„,,  ,,ohave 
.         ie.n^cal  writings  that  moft  o    th  ^  g       ^^^^  ^^^^  j 

frequented  the  wrlA-wc/?coattot^^^^^^3rt8 

heV»-^'^^^^^^'r'l?n  p^S^     the  time;  but 

Uat'do  not  appear  ^^l^d  at  twSy      i^i-««  ^^^'^  'V^'  ^^ 
perhaps  they  arcpubhfhed   t  b.   d  y  .       ^^^ 

„-oJ«aiV«  of  hU  journal,  that  in  ^^.^h 
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The  Princlss  Royal's  Iflands  are  evidently 
the  fame  that  La  Pirouse  had  fight  ofin  1786, 
in  the  fame  gulf,  and  in  the  fume  parallels  of  52^ 
and  53"  in  which  Duncan  found  the'm  ;  and 
their  latitude  admits  not  of  a  doubt  of  its  being 
that  fame  archipelago  fituated  in  53%  in  the  wind- 
ing channels  of  which  Admiral  ue  Fuente  navi- 
gated with  his  boats  founding  ahead.  We  are 
therefore  now  certain  that  the  Archipelago  of  San 
Lazaro  is  no  longer  to  be  reckoned  among  the 
imaginary  iHandSf  and  that  La  Pirouse,  in  1786, 
and  Du.vcan,  in  1788,  have  found  again  a  part 
of  the  difcoveries  of  the  Spanifli  admiral :  thence 
it  muft  not  be  concluded,  no  doubt,  that  every 
thing  is  true  in  Fuente*s  narrative;  but  it  is 
fufHoiently  fo  to  induce  navigators  to  make  frefh 
attempts  that  may  at  length  tend  to  verify  what 
there  may  ftill  be  real  in  the  account  of  a  voyage 
in  which  all  appeared  extraordinary,  wonderful, 
and  incredible. 


:  L 


which  he  has  marked  his  two  tracks,  he  has  made  ufc  of  that 
of  Captain  Gu//2',  commander  of  the  fnuw  jEx^mmw;/,  of  that 
of  Captain  Hannay  commp.udcr  of  the  fnow  Sea.  Otters  and 
of  that  of  Captain  Berkiley,  commander  of  the  Imperl  I  Eagle. 
Captain  Mearet  who  has  confulted  the  fame  charts  and  made 
ufc  of  them,  regrets  iitBnitcly  that  of  Colnctt,  of  which  the 
Spaniards  took  poffcffion  when  that  captain  was  made  prifoner. 
Captain  Duncan^  in  his  letter  to  Dixon^  fpeaks  of  the  chart 
which  he  himfelf  corllrnfted,  and  wiiich,  he  fays,  had  been 
copied  partly  into  that  of  Captain  Mearet,  &c. 
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Captain  Me  ARES  who,  in  1786,  had  made  a  fir(l 
voyage  to  the  north-west  coafl  of  America, 
undertook  a  fecond  in  1788,  with  the  fhip  Felice 
of  230  tons,  which  he  commanded,  and  Iphioe* 
NiA  of  200  tons,commanded  by  Captain  Douglas. 
He  fet  fail  from  China  in  the  month  of  January  of 
this  year,  and  towards  the  middle  of  May,  arrived 
at  Nootka  Sound  where  he  built  a  fmall  velTel : 
this  operation  required  as  much  time  as  it  experi. 
cnced  difficulty ;  but  the  exertions,  the  refources, 
and  the  perfeverance  of  the  chief  of  the  enterprife, 
were  crowned  by  a  fuccefs  that  judified  him  for 
having  conceived  it  poflible. 

In  1789,  Meares  vifited  the  part  of  the  coaft 
which  is  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka  ; 
he  difcovered  fome  harbours  which  had  not  yet 
received  European  (hips,  and  wifhed  to  afcertain 
the  exigence  of  the  large  Strait  of  Fuca  already 
found  again,  in  17S7,  by  Captain  Berkeley,  and 
in  which  Captain  Duncan,  in  1788,  had  an- 
chored and  traded  with  the  natives.  Mearks 
caufed  it  to  be  vifited  by  his  long-boat.  **  She 
**  had  failed,"  fays  he,  "  near  thirty  leagues  up  the 
'*  Strait,  and  at  that  diflance  from  the  fea  it  was 
*'  about  fifteen  leagues  broad  *,  with  a  clear  hori- 

**  zon 

*  Mtaret*i  long-boat,  according  td  hit  narrative,  had  failed 
near  thirty  leagues  up  the  Strait,  or  t«  the  eailward  of  its  weft 
mouth:  and  as,  from  the  point  which  Hie  had  reached,  the 
view  extended  tp  the  eaft  lox  Jijtttu  Itaguet   more,   it  would 

thence 
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"  zon  fl  retching  to  the  cad  for  fifteen  leagues 
more  *.'*  The  long-boat  had  a  rather  warm  en. 
gagement  with  the  Americans  who  inhabit  the 
borders  of  the  channel ;  which  did  not  prevent 

thence  refult  that  (he  would  have  (lifcoven.d  a  fpace  of  /l.'ff- 
Jive  leagues  of/ea, beycnd  which  no  continent  had  yet  bee.'  per- 
ceived. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Mtaret  forgot  himfcir,  v.tirn  Ii/.  iiiy.^ 
in  his  narrative,  that  his  long-boal  had  failed  near  thlry  Uagktrt 
up  the  Strait,  for  we  read  in  the  account  given  him  b\  hi,ltft 
Duffin^  the  officer  commanding  the  long-boat  in  thli  tr^pedition, 
and  which  is  printed  at  the  end  of  the  narrative  ^ACf^^ndlx  !So* 
IV.  Copy  of  Mr.  ZJu^w's  Journal)  that  wli'.ii  he  rc'l>o<;uiri':d 
his  refearches  in  the  Strait,  he  was  at  the  diRar.c*.  ohigM  kagiut 
from  the  wejl  mouth,  which  bore  from  him  wcll-roath-we{^.,  a.:d 
three  leagues  from  a  harbour  which  he  named  Port  Hatuktjlvryt 
and  which  bore  from  him  north  by  ca(l ;  now,  a.-,  this  ha:buut 
is  the  mod.eaftern  point  that  the  boat  had  reached,  'ir.d  ^%  it 
is  diilant  only  eteven  leagues  (eight  on  the  onehanc?,  and  three  oit 
the  other)  from  (he  IVeft  mouth,  it  thence  refultD  that  iht 
long-boat  had  proceeded  in  the  Strait,  from  £qfi  to  h'ejl,  i>»ty 
thefe  fame  eleven  leagues. 

As  for  the  clear  horizon  jlretching  to  the  eajl  for  Jifietn  leagues, 
which  Captain  A^earts  fuppofcs  the  long-boat  muit  ha.c-  lithe 
point  to  which  her  courfe  towards  the  caft  was  limited,  we  may 
obferve  to  him,  with  Captain  Z)Meon  (Further  Remarks,  page 
48),  that  "  as  his  people  never  landed,  they  iTuft  havt  fccr< 
*' thefe  forty  five  miles  to  the  eaftward,  out  of  the  loat  ;'*  but. 
I  cannot  find  it  pofiible,  to  fee  from  b,  t>at  like  hf;r  any  .bing 
near  that  dillance  ;  for  no  mode  of  cnlculation  ''hat  I  know  of, 
where  the  height  of  the  eye  l ju.J  not  be  above  feven  or  eight 
feet,  will,  after  a'.?ow'ncr  io:-  refradion,  give  the  diflance  to 
be  f:'n  in  the  hcn^.on,  more  than  fix  miles. 

•  This  width  of  fifteen  leagues,  ox  forty-five  miles,  is  very 
different  from  that  of  fourteen  miles  given  it  by  the  plan  con« 
ftruded  by  Captain  Duncan.     (Farther  back,  page  cxxxviii.) 
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the  EngliOi,  according  to  a  law  which  may  h& 
that  of  convenience,  but  which,  no  doubt,  they 
will  not  call  the  Law  of  Nations,  from  taking 
polTeifion,  in  the  name  of  the  King  of  England, 
of  a  country  which  mod  afTuredly  the  proprietors 
did  not  appear  difpofed  to  (hare  with  his  Britannic 
Majedy.  It  is  probable  that  Juan  ob  Fuca,  at  a 
more  remote  period,  had  likewife  taken  pofleifion 
of  it  in  the  name  of  his  Catholic  Majedy :  and  to 
all  thefe  ads  of  taking  poffefHon  by  foreign  fove- 
reigns,  there  is  no  more  wanting  but  the  ratification 
by  the  natural  fovereign,  the  proprietor. 

The  Iphigenia,  commanded  by  Captain  Dou- 
glas, which  had  feparated  from  the  Felice  dur- 
ing  the  run  from  China  to  the  north-west  coaft, 
had  at  fird  proceeded  to  Cook's  River,  and  thence 
to  Prince  William's  Sound,  and  had  traded  for 
furs  in  both  thofe  harbours.  She  had  then  again 
run  down  the  coad,  and  vidted  on  her  route  fome 
ports  which  were  not  yet  known,  one,  among 
bthers,  towards  the  latitude  of  55**,  on  which  Cap- 
tain Douglas  impofed  the  name  of  Port  Meares. 
This  harbour  is  dtuated  on  the  northern  dde  of 
the  Strait,  which,  to  the  northward,  feparates  from 
the  continent  the  lands  difcovered,  in  1786,  by 
La  PiRousE,  and  called,  in  the  Engliih  charts. 
Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands:  it  appears  that 
Captain  Douglas  is  the  drd  known  navigator 
who  pafled  through  this  Strait,  and  thus  pene- 
trated, by  the  north  fide,  into  the  gulf  or  chan- 
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Ael  which  is  fltuated  between  the  iflands  to  the 
weft  and  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro*. 
Douglas  ranged  along  this  channel  throughout 
its  whole  length,  without  ever  ceafing  to  fee  the 
land  on  both  fides,  and  he  ran  down  as  far  as 
NooTKA  Sound,  where  he  rejoined  Captain 
Meares. 

The  two  (hips  carried  to  Canton  the  furs  which 
had  been  procured  on  the  different  parts  of  the 
coaft  that  they  had  vifited  f. 

Since  a  part  of  North  America  had  fhakcrt 
off  the  yoke  of  England,  and  had  formed  a  fede- 
rative Republic,  her  commerce  difengaged  from  the 
bonds  that  fettered  its  operations,  had  acquired 
an  extenfion  to  which  ftie  was  not  allowed  to  af- 
pire  as  long  as  fhe  was  in  the  dependency  of  an 
European  mother  t  ;untry,  vvhofe  privileged  com- 
panies impeded,  in  both  hemifpheres,  every  circu* 
lation  contrary  to  the  concentered  interefts  of  mo*i 
nopoly.  The  liberty  of  this  new  Republic  was  / 
fcarcely  fecured,  Ijefore  flie  thought  of  directing 
her  fpeculations  towards  India  and  China.  But! 
.neither  the  produftions  of  her  foil,  nor  the  pro- 
duce of  her  induftry,  afforded  her  an  aliment  for 
a  traffic  with  the  Chinefe ;  and  filver  and  gold, 
which  makes  up  for  the  deficiency  of  every  fort 

•  Captain  Dixon  lays  claim  to  being  the  ^rjl  who,  at  the 
diftance  of  34  milea,  fai^  this  paflage  to  the  north  of  ^etn 
Charlotte'^  Iflands ;  but,  at  the  fame  time,  he  appears  to  admit 
that,  Douglas  U  the  firft  •who  pa/Jed  through  it,  (See  Furihtr 
Rmarlut  page  48.) 

f  See  Meares* t  Foyages^  page  Ixij. 
VOL.  h  k  of 
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of  commbdicy  and  merchandife  in  trade  with  tha^ 
"  people,  were  yet  too  fcarce  in  a  rifing  Republic, 
for  her  to  be  able,  without  prejudicing  her  other 
operations  and  her  engagements  with  her  creditors 
of  EUR0P£,  to  divert  from  the  infufficient  mafs  of 
her  currency  the  capitals  neceifary  for  maintaining 
an  adlve  trade  with  China  :  furs  might  ferve  in 
lieu  *  and  the  attention  of  the  American  congrefs 
was  ready  in  aiming  at  a  refource  which  was  to 
fupply  the  want  or  the  infufficiency  of  other  means^ 
But  thofe  articles  of  barter,  although  placed  near 
the  United  States,  and,  in  a  manner,  under  their 
hand,  if  we  compare  the  little  diftance  at  which 
they  are  from  them,  with  that  at  which  the  nations 
of  Europe  yet  remain  feparated  by  a  barrier  hi- 
therto infurmountable ;  and  what  Nature  feems  tn 
prefent  to  them  five  hundred  leagues  from  their 
weft  frontiers,  a  voyage  of  upwards  of  fivethoufand 
leagues  is  neceifary  for  them  to  fucceed  in  pro- 
curing. This  difficulty  could  not  ftop  the  Ameri- 
cans :  thofe  very  men  who,  fmce  their  afHve  in- 

duftry  is  no  longer  enchained  by  the  exclufive  pri- 
vilege of  a  South-Sea  Compaky,  go  and  ha  * 
poon  the  whale  on  the  coaft  of  Brasil,  and  in  the 
frozen  tracks  of  the  Antarctic  Seas,  have  not 
hefitatcd  to  undertake  voyages  in  which,  tanging 
twice  along  the  continent  of  the  New  World,  from 
_North  to  South,  and  from  South  to  North,  they 
feek  in  the  highell  latitudes  on  the  weft  coaft  of 
their  America,  and  convey  to  its  ortft  coaft,  thofe 
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valuable  Iklns  which  alone  cctli  procure  them  a 
fupplementary  mean  of  opening  a  lucrative  trade 
with  the  empire  of  China.  Depots  of  peltry, 
formed  in  their  ports,  and  afterwards  diflributed 
among  their  fliips  which  are  employed  in  the  expe- 
ditions to  Asia,  give  them  in  return,  both  teas  of 
which  habit  has  made  a  want  to  which  perhaps 
they  owe  their  hberty,  and  thofe  rich  India 
goods  which  republican^  fimplicity  fcarcely  allows 
of,  but  which,  being  neceflary  to  the  luxury  .  of 
Europe  and  of  her  weflern  colonies,  become,  in 
the  trade  of  the  Americans,  articles  of  barter 
againfl  conmodiiies  of  real  neceflky  which  Nature 
has  refufed  to  their  climate. 

It  is  probable  that  the  fhip-owners  of  the  United 
States^  excited  and  encouraged  by  their  govern* 
ment,  have  multiplied  their  expeditions  to  the 
NORTH.wfiST  coaft  of  AMERICA  J  but  HO  printed 
account  has  made  known  to  Europe  the  voyages 
that  they  have  undertaken.  Hitherto^  the  Ame- 
ricans adt  more  than  they  write }  let  us  wi(h,  for 
the  tranquillity  of  the  world  and  the  happinefs  of 
the  human  race,  that  the  faculty  of  communicating 
our  thoughts  from  pole  to  pole,  may  ever  be  in 
their  hands  only  a  mean  of  uniting  and  enlighten- 
ing mankind,  and  that  they  may,  at  no  time,  abufe 
it  for  the  purpofe  of  agitating  the  paflions  and 
overthrowing  empires. 

Captain  MfiAREshas,  hi  the  journal  of  his  Toy- 
ages,  given  us  an  account,  of  the  iirft  expeditioa 
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which  the  United  States  direded  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft :  and  as  it  has  procured  fome 
difcoveries,  it  deferves  to  be  mentioned  *. 

The  firft  veflels  that  the  United  States  dif- 
patched  from  Boston  in  the  month  of  Auguft 
1 787,  were  the  floop  Washington,  of  about  one 
hundred  tons  burden,  and  the  Columbia,  a  (hip 
of  300  tons,  both  under  the  command  of  Mr. 
Grey,  who  was  on  board  of  the  floop.  Thefe 
two  veflels  were  to  keep  company  with  each  other, 
but  a  gale  of  wind  having  feparated  them  in  the  la. 
titude  of  5^"  fouth,  the  Washington  arrived 
alone  at  Nootka,  on  the  17th  of  September, 
1788  f.  Captain  Grey  had  put  into  a  harbour 
on  the  coaft  of  Drake's  New  Albion,  towards 
the  latitude  of  45°  north,  where  his  floop  got  on 
fliore,  and  was  in  danger  of  being  loft  on  the  bar 
that  runs  acrofs  the  entrance  of  this  harbour  which 
can  admit  none  but  veflels  of  a  very  fmall  draught 
of  water  :  the  floop  was  attacked  by  the  natives  of 
the  coaft ;  one  of  his  people  was  killed  ;  one  of  his 
oflicers  was  wounded;   and  the  captain  thought 

*  Mr.   Scares  had  thefe  details  from  Mr.  Grey   himfel'f, 
commander  of  the  expedition.     ( See  Meares's  Voyagety  page 

f  A  paffage  of  a  year  \  This  is  going  very  far  for  fkins  of 
animals,  for  an  inhabitant  of  Norib  America  where  they 
abound  !  The  Americans  no  doubt  have  experienced  that  the 
furs  of  the  part  which  they  occupy  on  the  continent,  and  of 
the  parts  bordering  on  it,  are  not  In  much  cftimation  at 
Ch'inay  and  do  not  procure  a  profit  fo  confiderable  as  that 
which  may  be  expedcd  from  the  peltry  of  the  North-wtft  toz.^. 
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himfelf  fortunate  in  having  been  able  to  fave  his 
veflel.  : 

Captain  Meares  became  acquainted  with  the 
American  captain  at  Nootka  Sound,  and  was 
eager  to  impart  to  him  the  difcovery,  or  rather 
the  furvey  which,  by  means  of  his  long-boat,  he 
had  made  of  the  inlet  or  ftrait  of  Juan  de  Fuca, 
towards  the  latitude  of  48"  30'. 

"  The  Washington,'*  fays  "Mr.  Meares, 
"entered  the  Straits  of  Fuca,  the  knowledge  of 
"  which  fhe  had  received  from  us;  and,  pene. 
**  trating  up  them,  entered  into  an  extenftve  fea^ 
**  where  (he  (leered  to  the  northward  and  eaft- 
"  ward,  and  had  communication  with  the  various 
■'  tribes  who  inhabit  the  fhores  of  the  various 
"  iflands  that  are  fituated  at  the  back  of  Nootka 
**  Sound,  and  fpeak,  with  fome  little  variation, 
**  the  language  of  the  Nootkan  people. 

"  The  mod  eafterly  direftion  of  the  Washing- 
"  ton's  courfe,"  continues  Mr.  Meares,  "  is  to 
"  the  longitude  of  237"*  eaft  of  Greenwich  (or 
"  125*  20'  weft  from  Paris).  It  is  probable, 
"  however,  that  the  mafter  of  that  veflel  (Mr^ 
"  Grey)  did  not  make  any  aftronomical  obfer- 
**  vations  to  give  juft  data  of  that  ftation ;  but 
*<  as  we  have  thofe  made  by  Captain  Cook  at 
"  Nootka  Sound,  we  may  be  able  to  form  a 
*♦  conjedure  fomewhat  approaching  the  truth, 
*?  concerning  the  diftance  between  Nootka  and 
'*  the  eafternmoft  ftation  of  the  Washington  in 
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•*  the  northern  archipelago;  and,  confequenily, 
*'  this  ftation  may  be  prefunied  to  be  in  the  longU 
**  tude,  or  thereabouts,  of  237*  eaft  of  Green- 
«*wicn*." 

As  the  aftronomical  obfervations,  made  in  Cap- 
tain Cook's  third  voyage,  place  Nootka  Sound, 
in  233"  18'  3o"caft  from  Greknwich  t,  it  thence 
lefults  that  Mr.  Mearls  has  fuppofed  that  the 
track  of  the  floop  Washington  mufl  have  pafled 
about  3"*  40',  or  47  leagues  to  the  eaftvvard  of 
NooTKA.  He  fays,  befides,  that  he  oilers  "  the 
*'  proofs  brought  by  the  Washington,  which 
**  failed  througli  a  lea  that  extends  upwards  of 
^*  ei^ht  degrees  of  latitude  |.'* 

If  we  call  our  eyes  on  the  chart  which  U  prefixed 
to  the  account  of  MJares's  Voyages,  and  on 
which  he  has  reprefeated  the  dtfcpvery  of  the 
Washington,  we  fee,  in  fettingout  from  Fuca*s 
Strait,  and  afcending  to  the  north>ward,  a  l^rge 
archipelago  which  he  diftinguiflies  by  the  name 
pf  Northern  x\rchip£I.ac;o,  and  which  extends 
between  the  latitude  of  48"  30',  and  56"  30',  on 
9  mean  breadth  of  about  50  leagues  :  aiul  towards 
53%  are  fccn  Captain  Duncan's  PRiNctss  Roy- 
Aj/s  Iflands  or    FuENTt*     Archipelago  of  San 

*  See  Meares*s  foyrges,  page  Ivi. 

f  See  Tie  originnl  jffirotetntcal    Obfervations    made  in  the 
uurje  af  a  y*^age  to  the  Northern  P^icific  Ocean.     Sy  W.  Bayly 
X^aduo.   1782.  4tn>.  page  349. 

i  Sec  Meares't  Feyagett  page  Ixii. 
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Lazaro,  wedged  into  the  large  archipelago.  To 
the  eadward  of  this  uircinblage  of  nuinberlefs 
iflands,  fome  of  which  are  wholly  delineated,  and 
the  greater  part  merely  indicated  by  openings, 
ought  to  be  marked  the  track  of  the  Washing- 
ton ;  and,  at  a  great  didance  frofn  this  track, 
ought  to  be  feen  the  great  lands  of  the  continent ; 
fo  that,  between  thole  lands  and  the  archipeiagoi 
is  a  fea  or  an  immenfe  bafm,  into  which  a  vclfel 
may  enter  by  all  the  paflages  or  channels  that  the 
iflands  mud  leave  between  them.  Mr.  Meares 
does  not  fay  whether  the  Washington,  after 
having  entered  this  fea  on  its  fouth  fide,  by  Fuca's 
Stradt,  came  out  of  it  by  fome  one  of  the  openings 
that  are  feen  in  the  north  part  of  the  archipelago, 
of  whether  flae  came  out  of  it  by  the  fame  drait  by 
which  (he  had  penetrated  into  it. 

I  fhall  not  undertake  to  difcufs  here  the  report  on 
which  this  great  difcovery  is  founded  :  the  data  ar^ 
too  doubtful,  the  explanation  is  too  imperfect  for 
us  to  be  able  to  fubmit  it  to  invedigation,  and  exa- 
mine it  according  to  the  rules  of  criiicifm.  I  (hall 
content  myfelf  with  obferving  that  the  narrative  and 
the  charts  of  Captain  MfiARn^  appeared  in  London 
as  far  back  as  1790,  and  that,  neverthelefsy  the  £ng- 
lifti  geographer  Arrowsmith,  who  has  carefully 
laid  down  on  his  large  Planifphere,  which  he  did 
not  publlfli  till  1794,  all  the  difcoveries  prior  td 
ciiat  period,  has  not  there  indicated  this  interior  fea 
in  which  th^WASHiNPTON  mud  have  proceeded  at 
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lead  one  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  from  fouth  to 
■north,  Ance  (he  "  failed  through  a  fea/'  fays 
Captain  Meakes,  **  that  extends  upwards  of 
**  eight  degrees  in  latitude :"  we  merely  fee  on 
the  new  Planifphere,  the  Archipelago  of  San  La- 
ZARO  under  the  name  of  Princess  Royal's 
Iflands  which  Duncan  has  given  it;  and  to  the 
weftward  of  this  archipelago,  at  a  mean  diftance 
of  about,  twenty  leagues,  the  large  lands  which  La 
p£ ROUSE  difcovcred  and  ranged  along,  in  1786, 
between  52  and  54  degrees,  and  which  Dixon 
who  reconnoitred  them  in  17B7,  has  called  Queen 
Charlot tl's  Iflands,  from  the  name  of  his  veflel. 
I  (hail  not  believe  that  Arrowsmith  has  neglected 
to  indicate  the  difcovery  of  the  Washington  be- 
c<^uf^  it  belongs  to  a  captain  of  the  United 
States  \  I  fhuli  much  rather  believe  that  it  has  not 
appeared  to  him  afcertained  in  a  manner  fufliciently 
authentic,  to  determine  him  to  adopt  and  employ 
it,  btfore  the  refearches  of  other  navigators,  and 
efpecidUy  of  fome  Engiilh  navigator,  may  have  con- 
firmed the  exiflience  and  the  extent  of  this  large 
interior  feaf  which  (if  it  exijij  m\^i  owq  day  lead 
to  dilcoveries  of  a  greater  importance,  and  per- 
haps open,  or  at  leafl  facilitate,  the  communicaion 
.fo  much  wifhed-for,  fo  much  fought,  between  the 
two  oceans  which  embrace  the  New  World  *. 

The 

•  This  track  of  the  Wq/h'mgton  in  a  large  interior  fea  to 
the  eaftward  of  Fuente\  archipelago  of  San  LaxarOf  well  de- 
ferved  an  obfervation  on  the  part  of  Captain  JDixoti  In  his  po- 
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The  Pofleflbrs  of  Mexico,  that  empire  fo  near 
the  land?  which  (hips  from  Europe  came  to  re^ 
connoitre  and  vifii  from  fuch  great  diflances,  with 
the  view  of  eftablifliing  there  a  lucrative  trade,  arc 
now  going  to  re-appear  for  a  moment  on  the  ftage; 
but  it  will  be  to  make  a  fudden  and  unexpefled  ap- 
pearance, rather  than  to  enrich  us  by  new  dif- 
coveries. 


lemical  war  with  Captain  Meares  :  accordingly  he  fays  to  him, 
"  Be  fo  good,  Mr.  Meares,  as  to  inform  the  public  from  what 
"  authority  you  introduce  this  track  in  your  chart  ?"  ( JR*. 
marls  on  Meares'i  Voyages,  page  22.) 

Mr  Meares,  thus  fummoncd  and  chall  nged  to  anfwer,  re- 
plied:  but  I  will  not  take  the  llbejty  of  commenting  on  his 
anfwer,  I  ought  to  conline  myftlf  to  a  literal  tranfcrlpt  of  it : 

"  You  defire  me  to  inform  the  public,"  fays  he,   '*  on  what 
"authority  I  have  introduced  the  track  of  the  IV.i/hiiigion  into 
"  my  chart ;  and,  from  that  refpcft^  which  is  due  to  the  public* 
**  I  (hall  icondefcend   to  comply  with  your  requeft.     Mr.  A'c- 
*«  ville,  a  gentleman  of  the  moft.  rcfpeAalile   charafter,  who 
"  came  home  in  the  Che/Ierfield,  a  (hip  in  the  fervice  of  the  Ea^- 
"  India  Company,  made  that  communication  to  me ;  which,  oa 
**  bis  authority,  I  have  communicated  to  the  public.    Mr.  Ken- 
'*  Jrici,  who  commanded   the  Wajhingtonf  arrived  at    Chinas 
"  with  a  very  valuable  cargo  of  furs,  fome  time  previous  to 
«•  the  departure  of  the  Che/ierJicM  ;   and  Mr.  Neville,  who  vtpi 
"  continually  with  him  during  that  interval,  and   received  the 
"  particulars  of  the  track  from  him,  was  fo  obliging  as  to  ftate 
•*  it  to  me."     {jIn  Anjiuerto  Mr.  George  Dixon,  &c.  page  14.) 
In  the  declaration  which  has  juft  been  prefented  to  the  rea- 
der,  we  remark  that  the  Captain  of  the   Wa/hington  is  called. 
Mr.   Kendrick ;  and    he  is  under  the  name  of  Mr.  Grey  in 
Af^arM's  Journal,  page  219:   we  are  ignorant  of  the  rcafon 
of  this  change  of  name :    was   Mr.  Grey  dead  i    And  had 
Mr.  Kendrich  fucceeded  him  in  the  command  of  tl^e  Wa/hing' 
(Mf  at  the  period  when  this  veifel  arrived  at  China  ? 
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The  furvey  which  Captain  Cook  had  made,  in 
1778,  of  a  great  part  of  the  north-west  coafl: 
of  America,  informed  the  Spaniards  that,  on  fe- 
veral  points  fituated  in  high  latitudes,  the  Rudians 
of  Kamtschatka  had  formed,  b6th  on  the  con- 
\  tincnt,  and  in  the  iflands  which  are  detached  from 
I  it,  fixed  fettlcments  which  i'ujiporfcd  th.cir  fur-trade 
with  the  empire  of  China.      Thus  two  nations 
phiced  at  the  extremities  of  AbiA   and   Europe 
feemed  to  difpute  with  the  proprietors  of  the  irea- 
fures  of  the  New  World,  that  property,  claimed  as 
.   cxclufive,  of  ai.  immenfe  coafl:,  the  long-unknown 
border  of  their  pofleffions,  with  which  they  ^- 
peared  not  to  endeavour   to   be    acquainted,  in 
hopes  of  conceahng  the  knowledge  of  it  from  their 
dangerous  rivals.     The  Ruflians,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  on  the  other,  the  £ngli(h,  were  aiming  at  the 
fame  objed  j   the  former,  with  the  advantage  of 
proximity  ;  the  latter,  with  that  of  great  experience 
in  navigation  and  trade,  and  with  that    fpirit  of 
enterprife  the  ardour  of  which  diftance  and  danger 
cannot  damp,  when  the' term  of  the  career  prefents 
the  allurement  of  profit.     But  when  Spain  was 
^ifured  that  the  Ruffians,  accuflomed  to  brave  the 
Ice  of  the  North,  and  the  Englifli,  habituated  to 
face  all  climates,   had  either  already  eftabliflied 
tliemfelves  on  the  continent,  or  were  projecting  to 
form  fettlements  there,  (he  determined  to  give  or- 
ders £pr  an  expedition  the  object  of  which  ihould 
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be  to  afcertain  what  the  former  had  already  been 
able  to  execute,  and  what  the  latter  might  under- 
take *. 

The  frigate  la  Princesa  and  the  packet  el 
San  Carlos  -f  were  fitted  out  in  the  port  of  San 
Blas,  and  failed  thence  on  the  24th  of  January 
1788. 

Don  EsTEVAN  Joseph  Martinez,  Pilot  of  the 
claft  of  the  firft  Pilots  of  the  Navy,  with  the  rank 
of  officer,  commanded  the  expedition,  and  had 
under  his  orders  Don  Haro,  who  held  the  rank  of 
enfign  of  a  frigate. 

The  two  veflels  failed  in  company  as  far  as 
Prince  William's  Sound,  in  the  latitude  of 
60" :  here  a  mifunderilanding  broke  out  betweea 
the  two  captains  which  reigned  d,uring  the  whole 
voyage.  From  Prince  William's  Sound,  they 
came  back  to  La  Tr,inidad,  in  410  7' }  but, 
on  leaving  this  port,  Don  Martinez  )vas  fepa- 
rated  fiom  the  packet, 'either  through  defign  or 
accident,  and  repaired  to  the  harbour  of  the  Ifland 
of  Oonalaska,  in   the   latitude  of  54*  ;  while 

*  I  take  tl>e  account  of  the  two  new  voyages  of  the  Spani- 
ards, fvoni  two  original  letters,  the  one  from  San  Bias,  dated 
30th  Oduber  1788,  the  other  from  the  city  of  Mexico,  zMi 
Auguft  1 7S9  ;  they  were  addrelled  otficitlly  to  the  Minifter  of 
the  Marine,  by  the  confiil  of  France  in  one  of  the  ports  ,of 
Spain,  on  the  24th  of  February  1789  and  thciztti  of  January 
1790. 

t  According  to  one  <rf  the  letters,  and,  according  to  the 
o\htr t  El  PhUip'mo, 
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Don  Haro  vlfited  the  coad,  and  touched  at  a  port 
of  both  the  name  and  latitude  *  of  which  we  are 
equally  ignorant,  and  where  the  RuHians  have  a 
fettlement.  The  Spaniards  were  received  there 
in  a  very  friendly  manner,  and  the  commander 
of  the  pod  or  faflory  carried  his  confidence  fo 
far  as  to  make  a  prefent  to  Don  Haro  of  a  chart, 
on  a  large  fcale,  of  all  the  fettiemenis  which 
Russia  poflefTed  on  this  coafl,  and  which,  at  that 
period  were  eight  in  number  :  he  gave  him,  befldes, 
every  information  that  he  could  wilh  for  refpedting 
this  part  little  known  of  North  America. 

In  the  fequel,  Don  Haro  rejoined  Don  Marti- 
nez at  Oonalaska:  but  the  mifunderftanding  fliil 
fubfiding,  he  availed  himfelf  of  a  gale  of  wind  that 
drove  thePRiNCESA  to  fea,  to  render  himfelf  in- 
dependent ',  and,  towarda  the  middle  of  Oftobcr, 
he  re«entered  the  pdrt  of  San  Blas,  where  Don 
Martinez  did  not  arrive  till  the  ^d  of  November 
following. 

This  expedition  all  the  honour  of  which  the  let- 
ters from  Mexico,  complaining  of  the  commander, 
attributed  to  t-he  fecond  in  command,  produced 
nodifcovery  :  the  letters  from  San  Blas,  written 
on  the  arrival  of  Don  Haro,  merely  inform  us 
th^t  at  that  period,  the  RuiTians  had  already  eight 


*  It  appears  that  this  port  is  Atuated  between  58  and  59  de- 
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fixed  fettlements  on  the  coafl  between  the  latitude 
of  58  and  59  degrees  *;  that  each  of  the  fettlements 
was  compofed  of  from  fixtden  to  twenty  families, 
forming  a  total  of  462  Ruffians ;  that  the  ftrangers 
had  fucceeded  in  habituating  to  their  cufloms  and 
manners  600  of  the  natives  of  the  country,  and 
that  they  received  a  tribute  from  them  for  the  Em- 
prcfs  of  Russia.  It  appears  that,  independently  of 
thefe  eight  fettlements,  the  Spaniards,  who  are/aid 
to  have  gone,  in  this  voyage,  as  high  as  the  fixty- 
fecond  parallel  f ,  found  in  the  latitude  of  59"  three 
other  Rudian  tribes,  but  not  near  fo  numerous  as 
ihofe  which  occupy  the  parts  of  the  coaft  lefs 
northerly.  They  aflert  that  the  fsttlement  of  the 
Ruflians  on  the  coafl  was  made  in  1770;  that  their 

•  In  the  letter  from  San  Bias,  It  is  mentioned  that  the  fet- 
tlements are  fituated  between  48  anJ^ij  lUgrcet ;  but  it  is  either 
a  fault  uf  the  copy,  or  it  is  by  defign  tluit  the  latitudes  have 
been  improperly  indicated.  It  is  certain  that  the  Ruflians  have 
110  fettlentent  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootka  Sound,  which  is 
between  49^  and  50^  :  the  coad  which  extends  to  the  fouth- 
ward of  this  bay  has  been  fo  carefully  vifited  by  the  Englifti, 
and  that  repeatedly,  that  a  fettlement  belonging  to  a  civilized 
nation,  would  not  have  efcaped  their  refearches ;  and  they 
would  have  fpoken  of  it :  their  filence  refpeding  this  in-.portant 
fadlmay  be  confidcred  as  a  proof  that  no  fettlement  of  this  na- 
ture exifted  at  the  period  of  1 7138  :  thofe  of  the  RuiTians  cannot 
be  lower  than  58*. 

f  It  docs  not  appear  that  they  went  beyond  Oonahjha;  and 
yet,  for  them  to  have  gone  as  high  as  62"  they  itiuft  have 
croifed  the  chain  of  the  Aleut'tan  iflands,  and  afcended  into  the 
great  A'or/A  Bt%fin  (ArAic  Sea)  between  JJta  and  Amtnca 
which  is  terminated  by  Beertng*i  Strait. 
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trade  with  the  Americans  is  of  little  importance, 
and  confifls  only  of  wolf-fkins  and  boots  of  fmooth 
or  tanned  fkin,  for  which  the  natives  receive  in 
exchange,  trowfers,  cloth,  and  a  few  bottles  of 
brandy. 

The  Spaniards  who  had  been  employed  in  this 
expedition,  complained  of  having  experienced  an 
exceflive  cold  during  their  fourteen  days  ftay  at 
OoNALASKA,  in  the  month  of  July  *. 

The  only  dilcovery  which  they  made  in  the 
tourfe  of  their  voyage,  and  which  muft  have  ap- 
peared of  great  importance  to  the  Spanilh  govern- 
ment, is  that  they  gathered  from  their  converfa- 
tlons  with  the  Ruffians,  that  the  governor  of 
Kamtschatka,  in  whofe  dependency  the  colony 
of  OoNALASKA  lies,  intended  to  give  immediate 
orders  for  occupying,  in  the  name  of  the  Emprefs 
of  Russia,  the  port  of  Nootka  which  the  Spa- 
niards call  San  Lorenzo,  fituated  in  the  latitude 
of  49"  36',  onthecv-afts  which  nnce  others  have 
difcovered  theni,  it  has  pleafed  the  latter  to  call  La 
Nueva   California  •\  ;  we  (hall  not,  however, 

*  If,  at  isfa'tJ,  they  had  gone  as  high  as  62°,  it  is  probable 
that  they  would  have  fpoken  of  the  cold  that  they  mud  have 
experienced  there,  greater,  no  doubt,  than  at  Oonalajia,  the 
harbour  of  which  is  only  in  55°  55'. 

t  This  pretcnc'ed  projedl  of  the  Ruffians  appears  by  no 
mean*  probable.  We  may  doubt  that  they  wilhed  to  cotnc 
and  cnt»:r  into  competition,  for  the  fur-trade,  with  the  Engllfh 
and  the  Americans  of  the  United  Slutes :  the  more  northern 
parts  of  the  coall  fcem,  in  ever^'  refpeft,  likely  to  be  more  con- 
venient  to  them. 
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believe  that  this  California  was  {o  new  to  them; 
only,  it  is  probable  that  they  were  not  acquainted 
with  it  fo  well  as  the  navigators  of  other  nations 
have  fmce  made  it  known  to  them. 

The  projeft,  either  real  or  fuppcilu,  of  a  fet- 
tlement  of  the  Ruffians  at  Nootka  Sound,  and 
ftill  more,  we  may  prefume,  the   uneafinefs  that 
was  kept  up  in  the  mind  of  the  government  by  the 
habitual  prefence  of  the  Englifli  on  coafts  v/hich, 
from  the    firft  difcovery    made  by  their  Admiral 
Drake,  in   1578,  to  tbcfe  latter  tim?s,  they  had 
not  frequented,    determined  Don  Manuel  An- 
tonio Flore?.,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  to  caufc  to 
be  occupied,  in  the  nam.e  of  His  Catholic  Majefty, 
the  port  of  Nootka,    under  tlie    name  of  Pu- 
erto DE  San  Lor'enzo,  which  the  vSpaniards  de- 
clare to  be  an  integral  ,:)art  of  their  North  Ame- 
rica, a  domain  of  the  crown.     He  ordered  an 
armament  for   the    execution    of  this    plan.  La 
pRiNCESA  and  La  Qiterida,  after  having  been 
properly  equipped   and  provided  with  every  thing 
that  .could  appear  neceflary  or   merely  ufeful  for 
forming  a  fixed  fettlement,  were  difpatchcd  from 
the  port  of  San  Blas  in  the  beginning  of  March 
1789,  under  the  command  of  Don  Martinez  to 
whom  this  frelh  mark  of  confidence  of  the  govern- 
ment was  a  proof  of  the  fatisfaftion  that  they  had 
had  from  his  conduct  in  the  expedition  of  1788  ; 
and  in  the  month  of  April  following,  the  Loren- 
zAzu  packet,  laden  with  a  fupplement  of  provi- 
8  fions 
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fions  and  military  (lores,  failed  from  the  fame 
harbour  with  the  fame  deftination. 

The  two  frigates  being  feparated,  a  little  time 
after  their  departure,  by  a  violent  gale  of  wind,  ar- 
rived at  NooTKA  San  Lorenzo  within  a  week 
of  each  other.  Four  veflfels  were  then  riding  in 
the  harbour ;  two  from  Boston,  one  of  which 
was  a  frigate,  and  the  other  a  bilander  belonging 
to  General  Washington,  both  provided  with  a 
commillion  from  the  United  Statilg  for  making 
a  voyage  round  the  world  ;  the  third  a  Portu- 
guefe,  and  the  fourth  an  Englilhman,  both  come 
from  Macoa,  and  provided  v;ith  paflports  iflued 
by  the  governor  of  that  place,  for  trading  for 
furs  on  the  north-west  coaft.  Don  Martinez 
hefitated  as  to  the  condud:  to  be  purfued  in  re- 
gard to  the  four  veflfels :  the  two  Americans  not 
appearing  to  him  deferving  of  fufpicion,  he  left 
them  at  liberty,  and  he  Hopped  the  two  others ; 
but,  fhortly  after,  the  Portuguefe  was  releafed ; 
the  Englifhman  alone  was  declared  a  good  -^rize. 

After  this  firft  ftroke  of  authority,  this  firft  aft 
of  fovereignfy,  he  proceeded  without  delay  to  ac- 
complifii  the  objcft  of  his  milfion  ;  he  caufed 
wooden  dwellings  and  florehoufes  to  be  built,  and 
ereded,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  a  battery 
of  cannon,  covered  by  a  parapet  the  approach  to 
which  was  defended  by  a  palifade. 

While  the  Spaniards  were  carrying  on  with  ar- 
dour the  works  ordered,  a  veffel  appeared  at  the 

mouth 


XNThOOVCTION. 


dxi 


fame 

time 
d,  ar- 

week 
ing  in 
which 
mging 
with  a 
naking 
Portu- 
{  come 
1  ilTued 
ng  for 

tTlNtZ 

I  in  le- 
ans not 
he  left 
others ; 
eleafed : 
^rize. 
firft  aft 
y  to  ac- 
;  caufed 
uilt,  and 
battery 
roach  to 

with  ar- 
sd  at  the 
mouth 


mouth  of  the  harbour  t  Don  Martinez  fuffered 
her  to  enter  it ;  but  fcarcely  was  her  anchor  let 
go,  before  the  Spanifli  long-boats,   manned  and 
armed,  boarded  the  veflei  and  took  poireiTion  of 
her.    The  captain  produced  his  pafs^port  and  hi) 
commiflion,   by  which   he  proved  that  the  (hip 
came  direfl  from  London,  and  that  (he  belonged 
to  a  trading  company,  duly  authotifed  to  form  at 
KooTKA  a  fixed  fettlement :  he  was  bearer  of  an 
order  for  preparing  habitations  for  t^  Englith  co- 
lonifts,  who  were  to  be  conveyed  tRither  in  th« 
courfe  of  the  year  on  board  fhips  which  he  had  left 
fitting  out  in  the  Ih^^mes*     Thefe  papers  which 
the  Englifli  captain  made  the  mod  of  as  lawful  ti« 
tleSf  the  Spanifh  commandant  regarded  as  docu- 
ments of  condemnation  ;  he  ordered  that  the  veffel 
(hould  be  manned  as  a  prize,  caufed  the  Spanifli 
colours  to  be  hqifted  over  the  Engftfli  Jack,  and 
difpatched  her' to  San   Blas   where  flie  arrived 
about  the  middle  of  Augufl.     Martinez  confi- 
dcred  the  Port  of  San  Lorenzo  where  he  can:c 
to  eftablifli  himfelf,  as  a  poffelfion  of  Spain  j  and, 
from  that  moment,  the  lav/  of  prohibition  exifted 
for  this  harbour  as  well  as  for  all  thofe  of  the  Sp?- 
nilh  domination  in  both  Americas  :  the  Englifh 
(hip  arriving  from  London,  and  even  that  which 
was  found  at  anchor  in  the  harbour  before  the  a^ 
pf  taking  pofleilion,  were  likewife  feized  and  con* 
fifcated,  as  fmugglers.     But  the  Portuguefe  velfel, 
but  the  two  vcflels  from  Boston,  how  do  they 
fp*..  U  1        ^  cfcape 
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efcape  the  law  ?  How  happens  it  that  they  ate  not 
fmugglers  ?  The  letters  from  Mexico  do  not  ex- 
plain the  motive  of  this  difi^erence  in  the  proceed- 
ings ;  ^nd,  no  doulbt,  the  explanation  given  of  it  by 
the  Englifli  will  not  be  admitted  ;  they  were  not 
afraid,  fay  they,  of  the  competition  of  the  Portu- 
guefe  'f  her  nullity  faved  her :  as  for  the  Boftonian 
vefTels,  the  Spaniards  were  afraid  of  offending  the 
United  Statisj  they  could  not  forget  that  thofc 
ftates  border  very  clofe  on  the  rich  pofleffions  of 
the  crown  of  Spain  in  North  America  *. 

Difcoveries  were  not  more  advanced  by  the  cz- 
pedition  of  1789  than  by  that  of  the  preceding 
year  :  policy  and  ambition  directed  both ;  and  it  fel* 
dom  happens  that  their  operations,  either  diftlnft 
or  combined,  procure  any  increafe  to  our  know- 
ledge ;  it  is  more  common  to  fee  them  retard  its 
progrefs.  The  aft  of  fovereignty  exercifed  at 
NooTKA  had  well  nigh  kindled  a  war  between 
England  and  Spain.  Each  of  the  contending 
powers  fet  forth,  as  is  cuftomary,  pretended  rights 
of  property  ;  on  both  fides,  were  invoked  thofe  ri- 
diculous ads  of  taking  po/f^n  from  a  (hip*s  deck, 
by  which  a  navigator,  palling  by,  gives  freely  to 
his  nation  all  the  lands  that  prefent  themfelves  to 
his  view,  when  he  thinks  he  is  the  firft  European 
who  has  difcovered  them:  as  if  the  men  who  al- 
'  ready,  and  far  a  long  time  part,  occupied  thefe  very 

*   The  Spanijh  Memorial  of  the  ^th  of  June  cotifu!:red.    By 
Alexander  Dalryraple.    Londotii  i79Q>  Sw. 
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lands  before  an  European  faw  them,  had  nftt  over 
the  new  comers  the  priority  of  difcovery,  and 
rWhat  is  more  the  right  of  pofleffion,  as  if  force 
could  make  ufurpation  lawful^  and  ever  annihilate 
the  univerfai  and  imprefcriptible  law  of  Nature 
and  of  nations  !  The  quarrel  grew  warm  between 
England  and  Spain  ;  both  fides  prepared  to  fub* 
flitute  the  reafon  of  arms  to  political  difcufTion  : 
and  if  France  had  not  interfered  in  the  difpute> 
by  negociations  backed  by  her  maritime  arma- 
ments, a  fmall  portion  of  land,  fituated  on  the  un- 
cuhivated  coall  of  north-west  America,  at  the 
diflance  of  fix  thoufand  leagues'  fail  from  Europe, 
offering  to  the  ambirion .  of  the  conquerors  nothing 
but  rocks  and  forefts,  and  to  the  avidity  of  com- 
merce nothing  but  the  (kins  of  the  wild  beafts  that 
fliare  ihefefolitudes,  would  have  rekindled  between 
the  great  powers  of  the  continent,  a  deflruftive  war 
which,  ftep  by  ftep,  would  foon  have  fet  the  two 
Worlds  in  a  blaze. 

A  voyage  of  the  Spaniards  round  the  world  had 
been  announced  under  the  moft  favourable  au- 
fpices ;  every  thing  appeared  difpofed  to  procure 
us  the  greateft  information  refpefting  the  different 
parts  of  the  globe,  and  particularly  the  north- 
west coad  of  America  :  this  voyage,  the  direflion 
of  which  was  intrufled  to  the  Chevalier  de  Ma- 
LESPINA,  begun  in  1790,  has  been  terminated 
for  fome  years  pad ;  but  the  publication  of  the 
journal,  which  was  to  take  place  fooa  after  his 
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ibip  returned  to  the  ports  of  Spain,  may  probably 
remain  eternally  forgotten  aad  loft  to  Europb. 
Malespina,  a  little  time  after  his  return  to  Cadiz, 
arrived  by  order  of  the  government  and  thrown 
into  the  prifon  of  Buln  Retiro,  transferred  fmce 
into  one  of  the  flrong  caftles  of  Corunna,  cannot 
BOW  concern  himfelf  about  a  publication  long  ex- 
pe^ed,  and  which  our  journals  have  falfely  an- 
nounced. It  is  ev«n  well  known  that  a  Spanifli 
friar,  formerly  confeflbr  to  the  King,  el  Pabro 
Gil,  a  man  of  letters,  of  uncommon  merit,  who 
neither  has  the  prejudices,  nor  the  ignorance  with 
which,  in  Spain,  men  of  hi»  profelfion  are,  not 
without  fufficient  reafon,  reproached,  and  who 
had  undertaken  the  compilation  of  the  voyage, 
ihared  the  difgrace  of  Malespina,  and,  feparated 
from  him,  was,  in  like  manner,  ihut  up  in  a  caftle. 
All  the  papers,  all  the  drawings  belonging  to  this 

expedition,  have  been  feized ;  and  the  botanifts 
even,  and  the  other  men  of  fcience  whom  Males- 
pina hud  engaged  to  accompany  him  in  his  voyage, 
"horder  to  employ  themfelves  in  Natural  Hiftory, 
and  give  the  defcriptiun  r/  the  animals,  plants,  mi- 
nerals, and  other  produdlions  of  each  country,  have 
received  pofitive  orders  to  fufpend  their  labour 
entirely,  which  is  equivalent  to  orders  to  relinquiib 
it..  If,  as  fome  perfons  have  imagined,  the  capti- 
vity of  Malespina  and  of  the  compiler  of  hia 
journals,  is  only  the  confequence  o£  a  court  ix>- 
trigue,  we  may  hope  that  the  eSeft  will  ceafe 
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when  the  caufe  ihall  be  worn  out :  but  if,  as  the 
known  uneafinefs  of  the  Spanifh  government  may 
occafion  it  to  be  feared,  the  prohibition  of  pubiifti- 
ing  the  difcoveries  which  this  expedition  promifed 
is  conne^ed  with  motives  of  another  kind,  we  mud 
apprehend  -that  the  voyage  of  Malesfina  will  be 
buried,  with  the  other  voyages  of  the  Spaniards^ 
in  the  dudy  archives  of  fome  chancery,  theaccefs 
to  which  is  forbidden  to  every  one,  and  efpeciaily 
to  the  learned.  I  know  that,  in  order  to  juftify 
Spain  from  the  reproach  which  has  always 
been  made  her,  of  with-holding  every  communi* 
cation  that  might  add  to  our  knowledge  refpe'it* 
ing  America,  it  will  be  faid  that,  in  1788,  (he 
caufed  to  be  publiflied  a  valuable  extrad  from 
ill  the  manufcripts  which  contained  the  voyages 
performed  by  the  Spanifli  navigators  to  the  Strait 
OF  Magellan  from  the  period  of  the  difcovtry  *  p 
but  I  know  too  that  fhe  authorized  this  publication, 
only  fmce  the  experience  of  the  navigators  of  our 
age  has  proved  that,  i  i  the  favourable  feafon,  an 
open  fea,  to  the  fouthward  of  Tiii rra  del  Futoo, 
prefents  the  facility,  by  doubling  Cape  Horn,  of 
pading  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Great 
Ocean,  in  lefs  time,  and  with  lefs  danger,  than 
through  the  long  and  winding  Strait  of  Magti. 

•  Rehcion  del  ultimo  Viage  aJ  Eflrecho  de  MagalUnet,  en  loft 
unot  de  1785  y  1786 — ExtraSo  de  to  Jot  loft  antermet,  defdc 
fu  defubrimiente,  imfrffet  y  Mft  Trab.jada  de  Order  del  Rey.-» 
Madridf  1 788)  Ferfa  vmda  dt  Jiarra,  ^c-  t^to,  with  Chares. 
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LAN,  the  route  of  which,  undoubtedly,  in  future, 
no  navigator  will  be  tempted  to  take.     If,  as  has 
been   a  long  time  announced  to  us,  Spain  ever 
determine  to  open  her  archives  to  the  learned  of 
the  nation,  and  to  permit  them  to  bring  to  light,  in 
order  to  publifii  them,  the  accounts  of  her  ancient 
navigators  ;  fuch  a  publication  will,  doubtlefs,  pro- 
cure thofe  bold  adventurers,  new  claims  to  our  ad- 
miration ;   but  the   Spanilh   government    has   no 
longer  to  rely  on  the  claims  which  a  lefs  dilatory 
communication  might  have  given  them  to  our  gra- 
titude ;  Spain  has  nothing  to  teach  of  the  coun- 
tries  which   have  been  difcoveied  a  fecond  time  j 
on  the  contrary,  the  navigators  of  other  nations  will 
have   taught   the   Spaniards    themfelves    to    find 
again,  when  they  choofe  (which  perhaps  they  would 
never  have  known  how  to  do),  the  iflands  and 
lands  the  firft  difcovery  of  which  their  negligencf , 
or  the  fear  of  participation  had  rendered  ufelefs  to 
them,  fmce  they  had  come  to  fuch  a  pafs  as  to  be 
themfelves   ignorant  where  thofe  lands  were  fitu- 
ated.     If  fome  day  the  Spaniards  can  at  length 
determine  to  publlfli  the  documents  concealed  in 
their  archives,  we  (hall  believe  them,  ho  doubt, 
when  they   tell  us  that   two  centuries    ago,  they 
"were  acquainted  with  the  iflands  ard  the  countries 
\vhich,  in  thefe  latter  times,  others  have  difcovered 
and  made  l^nownto  us,  in  the  Great  Ocean,  on 
the  Continent  of  America,  and  elfewhere  j  but 
this  coulideuce  pn  our  part  can  be  only  s^  nieafure 
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of  civility  ;  for  we  fliall  have  no  proof  that  what 
they  will  have  the  appearance  of  having  known 
before  us,  what  they  (hall  tell  us  as  having  known 
far  back,  they  (hall  not  have  borrowed  from  mo- 
dern navigators  foreign  to  their  nation ;  what  they 
(hall  prefent  to  us  as  a  fort  of  property  which  they 
(hall  fupport  by  an  apparent  title  of  a  prior  dif- 
covery,  we  (liall  be  able  to  conteft  with  them : 
whereas  the  voyagers  of  other  countries,  by  haf- 
tening  to  publifti  on  their  return  from  their  ex» 
peditir^ni,  while  ocular  witnclTes  can  (till  contradict 
them,  the  afcertained  difcoveries  with  which  they- 
have  increafed  the  domain  of  man,  in  publi(hing 
without  referve,  without  concealment,  all  that  they, 
have  difcovered,  have  fecured  to  themfelves  an  in- 
conteflable  property,  the  title  of  which  the  fuc- 
celfion  of  time  can  never  afFeft  nor  weaken. 

I  have  juft  prefented  the  fummary  of  the  various 
attempts  that  have  been  made  in  the  courfe  of 
two  hpndred  and  fifty  year^,  for  knpwing  that 
pjirt  of  America  which  its  diftance  from  Europe, 
and  the  obfcurity  in  which  the  policy  of  the  firft 
conquerors  of  the  New  World  long  ftrove  to  en. 
velop  it,  have  not  been  able  to  conceal  eternally 
from  the  ambition  and  the  enterprifing  aftivity  of 
thofeof  the  nations  of  the  Old  Continent  who,  in 
x\ic  univerfality  of  their  commerce,  embrace  the 
ipur  quarters  of  the  inhabited  earth. 

Let  us  concenter  into  one  fingle  point  of  view 
|;^e  periods  s^nd  ti[ie  ojbjeds  of  the  difcoveries. 
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CoRTis,  in  order  to  emerge  from  the  ftate  of 
inadion  to  which  he  was  condemned  by  the  inii 
portance  and  ludre  of  his  former  fervices,  gave 
himfelf  up  to  maritime  expeditions  which  might 
extend  his  conqueds  without  fuccefles  fo  brilliant 
as  the  firft  awakening  the  fufpicions  and  uneafiners 
of  a  too  midruAful  miniftry,  ever  ready  to  ftop  in 
their  career  the  great  men  who  ferved  them  too 
well:  in  1537,  the  conqueror  of  Mexico  difcover« 
ed  California  and  the  Vermilion  Sea, 

In  1540,  Mendo^a,  Viceroy  of  Mexico,  dif- 
pat:hed  FranCi$co  Alar^on  to  fearch  to  the 
weftw&rd  for  a  pretended  Strait  of  Amian,  which 
Wis  fuppdfed  to  have  been  difcovered,  on  the 
caft  fide,  by  the Fortuguefe  Gortereal.  Alak- 
^oM^  got  no  higher  than  the  latitude  of  36%  and 
made  no  difcovery. 

Tfiis  fame  proje^  was  refumed  in  1542,  by  Ro^ 
DlLiCOiiS  D£  CriBRiLLo :  thetvhole  expedition  was 
confined  to  perceiving  9  cape  in  the  latitude  of 
41*  30',  and  in  naming  it  Cai>o  Mendocino  in 
honour  OP  the  Viceroy  MEND09A. 

In  1^73,  Sir  Francis  Drake  came  aiid  In- 
formed  the  Spaniards,  that,  in  the  latitude  of  4^% 
there  exifted  bnds  and  men  :  Softer  having  recon? 
tioitred  the  coad  for  an  extent  of  two  hundred 
and  twenty  leagues,  v^hich  terminates  in  37*,  he 
called  the  country  which  he  had  difcovered  New 
Ai3I(^k,  and  took  poHie/Tion  of  it  in  the  name  of 
$!liza^TB,  Queen  of  £no;.anx). 
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In  1592,  a  Greek,  Juan  de  FucA,in  the  fervice 
of  Spain,  difcuvered,  towards  the  4Sth  parallel* 
a  larpe  firaii  by  which  he  pretended  to  have  reach- 
ed the  Atlantic  Ocean  :  Fuca's  Strait,  or 
Inlet,  has  betn  found  again  in  our  days :  but  the 
communication  of  the  two  oceans  is  neither  better 
proved,  nor  more  probable,  and  might  perhaps 
exid  only  in  his  account. 

In  ilSos,  the  Spanifli  Admiral,  Sebastian  Vis* 
CAiNo,  was  charged  to  feek  to  the  north  of 
C  lifoi^nia,  a  harbour  that  might  afford  aq 
afylum  tu  the  galleons  on  their  return  from  Ma- 
nilla :  he  difcovered  a  commodk>us  one,  fafe 
and  well  lituated,  in  the  latitude  of  36**  40',  t« 
which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Viceroy  Moni> 
TERivY.  I(  is  afferted  that  a  fmall  velTel  belonging 
to  his  fquadron,  commanded  by  Martin  jp|i 
Aoi'ii'AR,  found,  between  40  and  44  degrees,  th^ 
mouth  of  a  great  river  which  bears  his  ;|iamc  oa 
the  geographical  maps* 

In  1640,  Admirs*!  Bartolomeo  de  Fhent^ 
difcovered,  towards  the  parallel  of  53%  the  Ar- 
chipelago of  San  Lazaro,  the  River  of  Los 
Reyes,  fome  great  lakes,  &c.  in  fliort,  an  eafy: 
paflfage  for  communicating  from  the  Great 
Ocean  to  the  North  Atlantic  Ocean.  This 
difcoyery,  inferted  in  an  account  the  authenticity 
of  which  has  been  conteded,  and  in  which  truth 
is  mingled  and  confounded  with  falfehood,  has 
been  con^med  by  modern  navigators,  as  to  what 
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reg?irds  the  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro,  and 
perhaps  an  interior  fea  j  but  the  communication  of 
the  two  OCEANS,  is  not  better  eftabliflied  than  that 
V^hich  had  been  opened  by  Juan  de  Fuca  j  this  is 
tlie  fecond  volume  of  the  romance. 

During  a  whole  century,  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America  was  not  vifited  by  any  of  the  nations 
by  which  it  was  conquered,  or  by  any  of  thofe 
which  have  fince  been  called  thither  by  commerce. 
Irwas  net  till  1741,  that  Beering  and  Tchiri- 
Kdw,  in  the  feYvice  of  Russia,  difcovered  the 
north-west  coaft ;  the  former,  towards  the 
60th  parallel;  the  latter,  towards  the  56th.-— 
Since  that  period,  the  difcoveries  of  the  Rufllans 
ha'Re  extended,  from  the  parallel  of  ^6"^  to  the  mod 
nort.lfel'n  part  of  the  west  coaft :  and  they  have 
comprifed  in  the  fur-veys  which  they  have  made  of 
kf  the  Peninfula  of  Alaska,  and  the  long  chain 
of-tbe  Aleutian  Iflands,  which  both  belong  to 
the  Continent  of  America. 
.  "The  fpiritof  difcovery  and  the  taftft  for  expedi- 
tions to  the  North  were  revived  among  the  Spa- 
niards after  a  period  of  one  hundred  and  (ixty-feven 
years  of  lethargy.  In  1 769,  veflels  were  difpatch* 
ed  from  the  Port  of  San  Blas,  under  the  com- 
mand ofVjcENT*  Vela,  in  order  to  go  and  efta- 
blifh  z.  Preftdio^t  the  harbour -of  San  Dieoo,  and 
another  at  th^i  of  Monterey  ;  but  this  expedi^ 
tion  afforded  no  difcovery  :  however,  after  a  whole 
yiear  of  relearches  and  fatigues^  the  Sptmiards  fuc^ 
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ce^ded  in  finding  again  the  harbour  of  Monts- 
R£Y,  the  latitude  of  which  Viscaino  had  indicated 
to  them  in  1602. 

In  1775,  a  fecond  expedition,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Don  Juan  de  Ayala  and  of  his  pilot 
Antonio  Maurelle,  advanced  geography  a  (lep» 
and  procured  the  difcovery  of  fome  capes  and  of 
ibme  bays  ot  harbours  between  the  forty-feventh 
and  fifty-feventh  parallelsv 

A  third  and  a  fourth  voyage,  in  1778  and  1779, 
added  nothing  to  the  difcoveries  ;  and  the  fecond 
afforded  merely  the  certainty  that  the  Russians 
had  formed  fixed  fettlement^  on  feveral  points  of 
the  high  latitudes. 

But,  as  far  back  as  1778,  while  the  Spaniards 
were  employed  in  a  minute  furvey  of  their  Port 
BucARELLi,  the  firft  of  navigators,  Captain  Cook, 
carried  his  talents,  his  experience,  and  his  informa- 
tion towards  the  north-west  coaft  of  America; 
and  Europe  owes  to  his  laborious  refearches, 
the  firft  certain  knowledge  that  fhe  has  had  of 
the  wefl  part  of  the  New  World.  After  having 
difcovered  Nootka  Sound  towards  the  latitude  of 
49*  40',  and  examined  a  few  points  above  the  56th 
parallel,  he  difcovered  in  60*,  Prince  William's 
Sound  and  Cook's  River  -,  he  rounded  the  Penin*. 
fula  of  Alaska,  vifited  fome  of  the  Aleutian 
Inlands,  and  thence,  getting  into  the  highefl  lati- 
tudes that. the  ice  permits  navigators  to  reach,  he 
Islended   his  difcoveries   wjth  thofe    which    th^ 
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Ruflians  had  made  fmce  1745.  Cook's  voyage 
made  known  to  Enolanp  the  new  and  valuable 
articles  which  thofe  lands  ofiered  to  her  com- 
merce ;  it  ihewed  the  poiHbility  of  rivaling  the 
KuiTians  in  the  fur-trade,  and  of  fharing  with  them 
the  great  profits  that  may  be  obtained,  in  barter 
with  the  Empire  of  China,  by  the  ikins  of  ani- 
mals, the  treafures  of  the  forefts  of  North-west 
America  ;  in  ihort,  he  opened  a  new  career  to  the 
ever-increafing  aftivity  of  a  nation  whofe  commer- 
cial operations  embrace  the  two  hemifpheres 
throughout  the  whole  circumference  of  the 
globe. 

La  PiRousH  who  failed  from  the  Port  of  Brest, 
in  1785,  on  a  voyage  of  obfervations  and  difcoveries 
round  the  World,  direfled  his  courfe,  in  1786,  to- 
wards the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  and 
there  made  the  .land  on  Beerino's  Mount  St. 
Elias,  in  the  latitude  of  60* ;  he  ranged  along  the 
lands  of  the  continent  for  an  extent  of  four  hun» 
dred  and  feventy  leagues,  from  that  parallel  to 
the  harbour  of  Monterey  fituated  in  36**  40',  and 
particularly  applied  himfelf  to  the  examination  of 
the  parts  of  the  coaft  from  which  Captain  Cook 
had  been  repelled  by  contrary  winds  :  he  difcover* 
ed  a  Hne  harbour  in  58**  40' ;  fome  extenfive  lands 
detached  from  the  continent,  between  54  and  52*; 
and  to  the  eaftward  of  thofe  lands,  Admiral  de 
Fuente's  Archipelago  of  San  Lazaro.  In  the 
^ourfe  of  his  furveys,  he  had  verified  and  confirm- 
ed 
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ed  fome  of  the  difcoveries  of  i775«  which  the 
circumfpefl  Spaniards  had  fcarcely  indicated. 

The  enormous  profits  which  the  two  {hips  em* 
ployed  in  Captain  Cook's  laft  voyage  had  made 
at  China  on  the  furs  that  they  had  brought 
from  the  north-west  couii  of  America,  excited 
the  fpeculations  of  the  merchants  and  (hip-owners  ; 
and  expeditions  were  muhiplicd,  in  the  interval 
from  1785  to  1789,  under  the  direftion  of  Cap- 
tains Hanna,  Petbrs,  Lowrie,  Guise,  Meares,^ 
Tipping,  Portlock,  Dixon,  Berkley,  Col- 
NETT,  Duncan,  Douglas,  Grey,  and  fome  Por- 
tuguefe  and  Spaniards  whofe  names  and  expeditions 
are  unknown.  It  has  been  the  province  of  the  na« 
vigators  of  thefe  latter  times  to  have  dripped  the 
ancient  difcoveries  of  Fuca  of  the  fables  which 
had  caufed  theu:  reality  to  be  doubted ;  to  have 
eonne^ed  them  with  each  other;  and  to  have 
brought  us  acquainted  with  a  great  number  of  ex* 
cellent  harbours,  which  are  fo  many  markets  open 
to  Europeans  for  the  traffic  of  furs. 

I  do  not  recall  to  mind  the  lad  known  voyage  of 
the  Spaniards  to  Nootka,  in  1789:  its  obje^ 
was  not  the  improvement  of  geography,  and  haa- 
added  nothing  to  our  knowledge. 

Why  are  we  not,  at  the  end  of  thefe  difcove" 
riea,  allowed  to  fpeak  of  thofe  which  muft  have 
been  made  in  the  more  recent  expedition  of 
Mai.ei^ina2:  No  doubt,  they  v;ould  have  led 
the  Spanilh  aation  to  (hare  the  honour  of  havbg 
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.at  length  contributed  to  the  defcription  6f  (he 
NORTH-wtST  coaft  of  th&t  New  World  for  the  firft 
Imowledge  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  the  bold- 
jiefs  of  its  early  navigators.  Let  us  hope,  let  us  Aill 
hope  that,  ifevet  intrigue  and  policy  which  have 
confined  in  dungeons,  both  the  voyager,  and  the 
compiler  of  the  voyage,  confent  to  reflore  them  to 
light,  Europe  may  at  lad  enjoy  ihe  fruit  of  their 
labours  ;  and  that  our  riches  in  Qeography,  in 
Phyfics,  and  in  Natural  Hiftory,  will  be  increafed 
by  all  thofe  which  mud  have  been  obtained  by  an 
expedition  in  which  the  enlightened  navigator  who 

directed  it,  had  at  his  difpofal  all  the  means  that 
could  render  it  ufeful. 

Such  were,  in  the  year  1790,  the  notions  which 
vre  had  acquired  refpe£):ing  the  weft  coads  of 
North  Am.rica.  One  French  navigator  alone. 
La  Pi;R0US£,  had  concurred  with  thofe  of  Sfaim, 
England,  and  of  the  United  States  in  im- 
proving the  difcovery  of  this  part  of  the  New- 
World  -f  and  hitherto  the  merchants  of  France 
had  not  been  able  to  engage  in  any  undertaking 
for  entering  into  competition  with  thofe  of  other 
nations  in  the  fur-trade.  It  would,  in  fad,  have 
been  rafli  to  embark,  without  a  previous  inquiry^ 
in  fpeculations  which,  in  order  to  be  realifed,.  re- 
quired that  fhips  ihould  fail  round  the  world.  Be- 
fore they  ruflied  into  this  new  career,  it  was 
requifite  that  our  merchants  (hould  have  it  in  their 
power  to  procure  data  nearly  certain  which^  en- 

the 


theo: 

to  thi 

the  J 

of  tht 

which 

oftht 

condt 

the  p] 

allow 

dear  j 

ihips  i] 

ofpR^ 

formed 

*  Cadm. 

an  inte 

expedit 

CoLNE 

Meari 

known, 
La  p£ 
the  ref 
was  fill 
felf. 
and  fhi| 
to  then 
Marci 
Bengaj 
in  the 
him  eve 
cerning 


INTRODUCTION* 


dxxv 


Ichi  on- 


the  one  hand,  might  enable  them  to  form  a  plan  as 
to  the  conduct  to  be  held  with  the  Americans  of 
the  NORTH-WEST   coait,  and   as   to    the    choice 
of  the  goods   neceflary  for  bartering  with   them  I 
which,  on  the  other,  might  afford  them  a  gUmp{e 
of  the  profits  that  might  be  expefted  from  the  fe- 
cond  barter  to  be  made  of  the  furs  of  America  for 
the  produftionsof  China  ;  which,  in  (hort,  might 
allow  them  to  value,  in  a  fummary  manner^  the 
clear  produce  of  the  whole  operation,  when  the 
fhips  (hould  have  effected  their  return  to  the  ports 
of  France.     The    Nootka-Sound    Company, 
formed  in  London  under  the  direflion.of  Mr. 
;  Cadman  Etches,  had,  in  the  beginning,  kept 
an  interefted  filence  in  regard  to  the  fuccefs  of  the 
expeditions  of  Captains  PorTlock  and  Dixon, 
CoLNETT,    and   Duncan;    thofe    of    Captain 
Meares  and  of  other  navigators,  were  not  yet 
known,  and  the  uncertainty  refpeding  the  fate  of 
La  Pi  rouse   had  occafioned  the  publication  of 
the  refults  of  his    voyage  to   be   fufpended :  it 
was  flill  hoped  that  he  might  publifli  them  him- 
felf.     A  fortunate  chance  procured  our  merchants 
and  fhip-owners  the  intelligence  that  was  necefl*ary 
to  them  for  directing  their  operations.  Etienne 
Marchand,  a  French  Captain,  on  his  return  from 
Bengal,  in  1788,  met  with  Captain  Portlock 
in  the  Road  of  St.  Helena,  and  received  from 
him  every  information  that  he  could  wifh  for  con- 
cerning the  trade  of  the  north-west  coafl,  and 
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the  profits  that  might  be  expcfted  from  it,  if  a 
ibip  carried  her  cargo  of  furs  to  China,  and, 
having  there  met  with  an  advantageous  market 
for  them,  fecured  a  cargo  for  her  return  to  £u- 

»OPX. 

CSaptain  Mahchand,  on  bis  arrival  in  the  har- 
bour of  Marseilles,  to  which  his  (hip  belonged, 
communicated  the  information  that  he  had  pro- 
cured, to  the  houfe  of  BauX,  who,  proud  of  open- 
ing to  their  countrymen  a  new  channel  to  the  ex- 
tenfion  of  trade  and  navigation,  hefitated  not  to  run 
theriiks  of  a  firft  attempt,  and  thought  themfelves 
paid  beforehand,  by  the  honour  of  being  ufeful 
to  their  country,  for  the  loffes  which  they  might 
experience  in  a  firfl  trial.  But  an  expedition  of  a 
new  kind,  a  voyage  round  the  world,  a  naviga* 
ti6n  which,  from  the  feries  of  combined  opera- 
lions,  would  occupy  three  or  four  years,  required 
great  preparations,  the  employment  of  feveral 
manufactories  for  procuring  the  arms  and  the 
Various  utenfils  which  merchants  have  not  in 
flore,  and  which  are  neceflary  for  barter  in  the 
fur-trade,  laftly,  the  conftruftion  of  a  fhip  capable 
of  refifting  for  a  long  time  the  heavy  feas  which 
wafli  the  North-west  coaft  of  America.  The 
houfe  of  BAU^t  gave  immediate  orders  for  the 
£ibrication  of  all  the  articles  of  forefeen  neceillty 
or  utility,  and  for  the  conflruCtion  of  a  (hip  of 
300  tons  burdeii :  in  order  to  iofure  the  preferva*> 
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tioh  of  the  veflftA  in  eroding  the  Teas  !n  warm  lati- 
tudes^ they  caufed  her  to  be  (heathed  with  copper' 
and  copper-faftened,  and  fitted  her,  in  all  points ^ 
in  the  manner  that  appeared  to   Captain  Mar^ 
CHAND  the  moft  fuitable  for  thofe  parts  in  whiuh 
he  was  to  navigate,  and  the  ports  where  he  might 
have  occafion  to  (lay.     The   ihip  was,  befides,' 
fupplied  with  effe^s,  merchandife,  and  provifions  of 
all  kinds,  with  which  it  was  thought  ufeful  to  pro- 
vide her,  as  well  for.  her  defence  in  cafe  of  attack,., 
and  repairs  in  cafe  of  accident,  as  for  facilitating 
the  operations  of  trade,  and  for  prefcrvihg  the 
health  of  the  crew  in  the  courfe  of  a  long  and  1^. 
borious  navigation.    As  early  as  the  month  of  June 
of  the  year  1790,  every  thing  was  prepared  for  the 
equipment  of  the  (hip  }  but  the  difpute  which  arofe, 
at    that  period,  between  Spain  and  England 
fConcerning  the  property  of  Nootka  Sound,  and 
the  war  which  threatened  both  Europe  and  Ame- 
rica, htad^    it  neceflai;    ro  fufpend  the  expedi- 
tion.   Fortunately,  this  political  (lorm  was.  not  of 
long  duration ;  and  the  projed.  of  the  voyage  was 
refumed  -vnth  fre(h  ardour,  as  foon  as  peace  hc^ 
tween  the  fovereigns  of  Europe  had    reftored 
calm  to  the*  two  Worlds,  and  freedom  to  com-r 
inerce. 

Captain  Marchand  'engaged  to  fecond  him 
\a  his  undertaking,,  Captains  Pierre  Masse  and 
Prosper  Chanal.  The  number  of  his  officers 
was  ten,  including  two  furgeons  and  three  volun- 
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teers,  and  his  crew  was  compofed  of  thirty-nine 
perfons :  the  total  number  of  individuals  employed 
in  the  expedition,  reckoning  the  Captain,  amounted 
to  fifty  *.  The  (hip  mounted  four  4*pounders, 
two  9lb.  howitzers,  and  four  fwivels,  and  was  fur* 
niihed  with  fmall  arms  and  ammunition,  in  a 
quantity  proportionate  to  the  number  of  men  and 
the  artillery  which  ihe  carriedt 


*'Officb»s. 

Captain  and  Commander  Et'tenne  Marchand 

Second  Captains 


i  Pierre  MaUe         1 
Pr^rChanal      J 


Lieutenants 


Surgeon* 


Volunteers 


f  Lnut  Marchand 

<  Louts  Infemec  ^ 
C  fffacintbe  Murat 
r  Claude  Roblet 
X  Pierre  Regncf 
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.  The  delay  which  circumftances,  foreign  to  the 
expedition,  had  occafioned  in  the  outfit,  allowed 
not  that  the  Sglide  (this  is  the  name  which  the 
(hip  had  received)  Ihould  be  in  a  condition  to  un- 
dertake her  voyage  before  the  i2th  of  December. 
The  fummer  of  the  audral  hemifphere  was  far  ad- 
vanced, and  no  hopes  were  entertained  of  her 
reaching  Cape  Horn  before  the  winter  had  be. 
gun  in  the  Antardic  Seas ;  but  the  houfe  of  Baux, 
juftly  relying  on  the  fkill  of  Captain  Marchand, 
on.  the    talents  and  experience  of  the  Captaing 
whom  he  had  chofen  to  fhare  his  duties,  on  the 
zeal  of  the  reft  of  his  officers  and  the  good  will 
of  the  crew,  determined  to  add  a  frefh  rifk,  that  of 
«  compulfory  and  expenfive  flay  in  fome  port  of 
Brazil,  to  all  thofe  that  were  already  incurred  by 
an  expedition  which  promifed  the  owners  more 
public  utility  than  perfonal  emolument.    What- 
ever has  been  the  fuccefs  of  the  fpeculation  in  a 
commercial  point  of  view,  there  will  always  remain 
to  the  firm  of  Baux,  the  merit  and  the  honour  of 
having  been  the  firft  to  embark  in  a  new  career^ 
concerning  which  we  had  as  yet  none  but  bor- 
rowed notions ;  and  we  fhall  owe  to  their  patriot* 
ifm  and  to  a  difintereflednefs  of  which  there  are' few 
examples,  the  increafe  of  knowledge  that  has  been 
procured  by  their  undertaking. 
.    It  hat  appeared  to  me  the  more  interefting  to 
<nake  known,  in  all  its  drcumflances,  the  voyage 
Df  Captain  Marchand,  as,  independently  of  a  difo 
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coverynot  altogether  unimportant  in  the  Great 
Ocean,  of  feveral  new  details  refpeding  a  part 
of  NoKTH-W£ST  America,  hitherto  imperfeflly 
known,  and  of  a  great  number  of  agronomical 
obfervations,  calculated  to  improve  the  nautical 
art  and  geography,  this  voyage  is  the  fecond  round 
(he  World  that  has  been  performed  by  the  French  t 
liitherto  Bouoainvill^  had  had  in  Francz  no 
inodcl,  no  imitator ;  jealous  Fortune  was  not  wilv 
lifig  that  Qur  unfortunate  countryman  La  PiRousx 
/hould  complete  his  courfe ;  and,  no  doubt,  we  (hall 
not  be  tempted  to  infcribe  in  the  lid  of  the  V^agu 
round  the  Worlds  either  that  of  Gentil  la  Bar^ 
BiNAis,  nor  that  of  PaoIs,  which,  being  made 
partly  hy  fea,  .but  in  a  greater  part  by  land,  can% 
not  be  reckoned  among  the  Circumnavigations 
of  the  Globe. 

It  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  procure  the  iden- 
tical  journal  of  Captain  March  and:  that  efti< 
Viable  navigator,  after  having  happily  brought  back 
the  Sot  ID  L  into  one  of  our  ports  of  the  Mediter. 
rakean,  took  the  cpmmand  of  another  (hip 
bound  to  the  Ifle  of  France,  where  he  ended  hit 
days  'f  and  I  am  ignorant  into  whofe  haod^  hii 
papers  may  have  fallen.  But  if  we  have  to  regret 
|he  particular  remarks  which  his  own  journal 
might  contain,  we  may  confider  ourfelves  as  m- 
demnitied  by  the  pofleiTion  of  that  of  Captain  Cha. 
NAL,  who  had  been,  during  the  courfe  of  the  voy# 
.9ge,  perfonaily  charged  ^ith  all  the  furveys  that 
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Werfe  made,  whether  of  the  iflands  difcovered  or 
vifited  in  the  Great  Ocean,  or  of  the  parts  of 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  where  the 
SoLiDE  traded  for  furs.  Captain  Marchano: 
and  Captam  Chan  a  l  made  to  each  other,  daily^ 
a  reciprocal  communication  of  their  agronomical 
obfervations,  and  of  the  refults  which  they  had 
drawn  from  them;  and  both  were  inferted,  ac^ 
cording  to  their  date,  in  Captain  Chan al's  jour* 
nal :  the  latter  has,  bcfides,  added  to  his  narra- 
tive the  Plans  of  the  Harbours  and  Coafts  which: 
he  bimfelf  drew.  This  journal  kept  with  method^ 
and  prefentingj  in  the  bed  order,  all  the  incident t 
of  the  voyage,  unites  to  the  log-book,  hourly 
tranfcribed,  every  particular  relative  to  navigation^ 
which  the  curious  reader  feeks  and  wilhes  to  find 
in  a  fea-journal }  and  what  is  no  lefs  valuable,  the 
iimpie  and  faithful  ?xpofition  of  every  fact,  and  si 
picture,  drawn  from  nature,  of  hien  aiid  thingi^. 
feen  without  prejudice  and  without  fyltem  ** . 

in 

*  My  work  was  completed^  when  the  principal  Gom- 
tniifioner  of  the  Navy,  J.efcallierf  had  the  goodnefs)  on  hit 
return  from  the  Ifle  of  France^  to  communicate  to  Ac  the 
obfervations  which  Surgeon  Robl^t,  who  at  prefent  exercifes 
in  that  colony,  the  ufcful  fun£Uon8  of  officLr  of  health,  and 
who  had  been  employed  on  board  the  SoUdc  in  the  capacity  of* 
i^ft  burgeon,  had  had  an  opportunity  of  coUeAing  in  the 
courfe  of  the  Voyage  round  the  World.  As  the  work  Was 
not  yet  gone  to  prefs,  I  was  in  time  to  iniert,  in  my  manufcript, 
fuch  of  the  obfervations  of  Surgeon  RobUtt  as  relate  to  objects 
»hlch  m''ght  have  efcaped  Captain  Chanal,  or  to  which  he  had 
f  i°i  not 


I 
I 


<Ixx>tii 


INTXOt}U£TIOIf.' 


In  the  courfe  of  the  work  which  I  now  pujlifh,  I 
fliali  frequently  have  occafion  to  point  out  with 
what  advantage  and  fuccefs  Captains  Marchand 
and  C  lANAL  made  ufe  of  the  obfervations  of  the 
moon's  diftance  from  the  fun  or  flats,  for  deter- 
mining the  longitude  of  the  fliip :  thofe  diftances 
were  taken,  at  the  fame  time,  and  feparately,  by 
the  two  captains,  with  reflefUng  fextants  accurately 
adjufted :  each  obferver  calculated  his  own;  and 
$hey  admitted  for  the  true  longitude  of  the  veflel, 
the  refult  that  was  the  mean  between  the  mean 
refults  of  their  two  fets  of  obfervations.  It  is  by 
the  help  of  this  method,  that  Captain  Marchand 
certain,  as  much  as  it  is  poffible  to  be,  of  the 
true  fituatkm  of  the  (hip,  could,  by  du-e£b  courfes, 
ihorten  his  runs,  and  make  the  land  on  the  poixtts 


not  giren  hi&  attention.  I  have  a  real  fatisfafUon  in  obfen'ingv 
but  without  being  furprifed  at  the  circumftance,  that  the  r<;. 
marks  which  are  common  to  them  redprocaUy  confirm  each 
other :  and  in  the  very  rare  cafes  in  which  they  differ  in  malt- 
ters  of  little  inaportance,  I  have  taken  care  to  point  out  thofe 
differences.  The  obfervations  of  Surgeon  Reb/et  are  thofe  of 
an  enUghtened  obferver  who  joins  a  vanety  of  information  ta 
that  which  is  effent'ally  conneAed  with  his  profeffion,  and  who 
has  found  means  to  employ  both  with  no  lefs  utility  than  fuc- 
cefs ;  the  prefcrvation  of  the  crew  of  the  ^o/iVr,  with  rcfpeft 
to  their  health,  is  due  to  the  happy  exertion  of  his  talents  and 
to  the  perfcvcrance  of  his  attention. 

The  remarks  which  are  peculiar  to  him  are  prefented  un&r 
his  name  in  the  courfe  of  the  narrative* 
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Htherp  he  tirKhed  to  touch,  with  a  preclfion  of  which, 
till  Qow,  we  had  no  examples  but  ih  the  voyages 
that  had  been   undertaken,   at   the    expenfe    of* 
governments,  for  the  purpofe  of   making  difco-* 
veries,  slnd  improving  geography,  and  in  v^hicb  the 
commanders  of  the  expeditions  employed  the  in(lru« 
tnents  and  methods  that,  for  half  a  centUry  pad,  the 
Arts  and  Sciences  have  offered  to  the  navigator  fot 
afcertaining  his  courfe  in  croiling  the  ocean.     Cap- 
tain  March  AND  frequently  regretted  not  having 
been  able,  before  his  departure,  to  procure  a  time- 
jpicce  or  chronometer,   tvhich,  by  facilitating  his 
aftronomical  operations,  would  likewife  have  ferved 
him* for  multiplying  them  under  different  forms* 
tie  made  ufe  of  a  good  watch  with  a  fecond  hand 
for  reducing  to  jl  fame  moment  the  lunar  obferva- 
tions;   but  a   chronometer  would   have  furnifhed 
the  mean  of  obtaining,  in  a  dired  manner,  refults 
of  another   fort )    and  the  comparifon  of  thofe 
which  would  have  been  obtained  by  the  two  me- 
thods, by  two  different  proceeldings,    by  recipro<* 
cally  ferving  to  verify  and  control  each   other^ 
would  have  procured  an  additional  certainty  in  the 
determination,  of  thes  longitudes*     Be   this  as  it 
may.  Captains  March  and  and  ChanaL  found 
tneans  to   make  ai    excellent  ufe  of  the  lutiaf 
method,  the  only  one  that  was  prafticable  with 
the  inftruments  with  which  they  were  provided  ; 
and  we  cannot  too  ftrongly  exhort  our  navigators 
,  to  follow  an  example  the  authority  of  which  ig* 
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■norance  alone  might  (!ndeavour  to  ttreakeH.  In 
fact,  it  is  only  by  the  help  of  adronotnical  obtet^ 
Nations,  that  the  feaman  can  contrive  to  rectify 
'the  unavoidable  errors  in  the  dead  reckoning,  an 
iirbitrary  edimate  which  is  founded  on  no  folid 
principle,  -and  obtains,  only  through  the  effed  of 
fome  fortunate  compenfation,  the  cafud  corred" 
nefs  which  is  fometimes  met  with  on  a  land-fall. 
But,  independently  of  the  daily  advantages  which 
refult  from  the  ufe  of  the  adronomical  methods, 
to  the  navigator  who  knows  how  to  put  them  in 
pradice,  they  are  alfo  ufefiil  for  the  improvement 
of  the  nautical  art  and  geography ;  for,  when  once 
obfervations  have  been  multiplied  enough  in 
different  trads  of  fea,  for  determining  with  fufH. 
cient  accuracy,  the  direction  and  the  (Irength  of 
the  currents,  either  conftant  or  periodical;  this 
knowledge,  tranfmitted,  in  the  courfe  of  time, 
from  one  navigator  to  another,  will  ferve  to  guard 
them  all  againft  the  error  which  proceeds  from  the 
aftion  of  thefe  very  cui rents,  in  the  too  frequent 
circumftances  when  the  ftate  of  the  weather  al- 
'  lows  not  of  determining  by  obfervation  the  po- 
fition  of  the  point  which  the  ihip  occupies  on  the 
•globe. 

1  have  thought  it  proper  to  infert  in  the  body  of 
the  narrative,  only  the  refults  of  the  obfervations 
which  have  lerved  to  afcertain  fome  extraordinary 
etitct  ot  the  currents  j  of  thofe  which,  having  re- 
cently 
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cently  preceded  the  moment  of  the  firfl:  (ight  of  z 
land,  have  proved  the  exaftnefs  of  a  land-fall ;  of 
thofe,  in  fliort,  which  have  been  employed  for 
fixing  the  pofition  of  fome  remarkable  point.  But 
as  the  currents  in  the  Indian  Seas,  and  in  the  vici- 
nity of  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  are  the  principal 
caufe  of  the  errors  to  which  the  navigator  is  ex* 
pofed  in  thofe  parts,  if  he  there  make  ufe  only  of 
the  common  methods  of  pilotage,  the  groping  of 
the  bUnd,  I  have  reported  the  greater  part  of  the 
refults  which  have,  at  different  periods,  occurred 
from  the  velocity  and  the  diredion  of  thefe  cur- 
rents :  and  for  thofe  which  are  met  with  in  the 
other  parts  of  the  two  oceans,  I  have  thrown  the 
detail  of  them  into  Noris  feparated  from  the  texf, 
in  which  the  young  feaman  who  is  endeavouring 
to  improve  himfelf  will  find  a  motive  of  emula- 
tion, when  he  fees  the  happy  ufe  that  can  be 
made  of  the  new  methods,  for  infuring  navigai- 
tion,  and  abridging  the  duratic^n  of  the  runs.  If 
I  have  frequently  prefented  the  errors  which  are 
cccafioned  by  the  effe£t  of  the  currents,  it  is  that 
this  part  of  the  information  which  it  behoves 
navigators  to  acquire,  and  which  can  be  improved 
only  by  the  approximation  and  comparifon  of  the 
refults  of  obfervations  made  at  different  times  in, a 
fame  track  of  fea,  has  not  appeared  to  me  to 
have  been  treated  with  fufficient  minutenefs  in  the 
journals  of  the  great  voyages  of  the  Englifh.     But, 
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in  pointing  out  this  trifling  omiflion  of  paiticularf 
in  their  narratives,  it  would  be  unjuft  not  to  ac- 
knowledge, at  the  fame  time^  that  they  have  amply 
indemnified  vti  for  it  by  an  affemblage,  an  accu- 
mulation of  valuable  knowledge,  of  philofophical 
obfervations,  of  new  remarks  on  Phyfics  and 
Natural  Hiftory,  and  by  thofe  grand  piftureSj 
thofe  grand  views  which  are  not  to  be  met  tvith 
in  the  narratives  of  the  voyagers  who  have  pre- 
ceded them,  and  which,  nb  doubt^  it  will  not  be 
common  to  find  in  the  journals  of  thofe  who  fliall 
tread  in  their  fteps. 

I  have  been  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  mono.< 
tonous  and  ufelefs  to  prefent^  day  by  day,  the 
enumeration  of  the  fiflies,  birds,  and  marine  plants 
tvhich  were  feen  in  the  voyage  of'  the  Solide,  and 
of  which  Captain  Chanal's  journal  mull  have 
and  has  made  fpectal  mention  :  but  as  the  fight  of 
certain  plants,  of  certain  birds,  of  certain  fiflies, 
frequently  indicates  to  the  navigator  the  diftaiice 
at  which  he  is  from  the  land,  fometimes  even  an- 
nounces to  him  the  vicinity  of  fome  unknown 
fliore,  the  reader  will  find,  at  their  date,  in  the 
Journal  OF  THE  RovrE,  all  the  periods  at  which 
thefe  animals  and  plants  were  met  with,  and  the* 
part  of  the  fea  where  they  were  feen.  I  fliaM  cor^ 
fine  myfelf  to  reporting,  in  the  narrative  of  the  voy- 
age, the  defcription  of  feme  birds  and  of  fome  ma- 
rine prddu^ionsy    as  it   was   given  by  Surgeon 
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RoBLET,  fitft  officer  of  health  of  the  (hip  So- 
LiDE :  fome  of  thefe  objects  are  little  known^ 
others  have  been  already  defcribed  ;  but  one  obfi;r<' 
vet  does  not  fee  all,  does  not  tell  all }  what  may 
have  efcaped  the  firft,  a  fecond  feizes ;  and  feveral 
defcriptions  of  the  fame  objeft  by  different  obferv- 
ers,  lead  to  a  more  complete  defcription.  Wtf 
ought  to  be  at  this  day  very  backward  in  fpeaking 
of  what  is  prefented  to  the  curiofity  of  voyagers  by 
the  feas  which,  in  thefe  latter  times,  the  Englifli 
navigators  have  explored ;  there  remain  but  few 
things  to  be  faid  on  this  fubjed,  fmce  a  Bakks, 
a  SoLANDER,  a  FoRSTER,  a  Sparmann,  an  An- 
derson, and  other  learned  men,  at  once  natU"  • 
ralifts  and  voyagers,  have  given  us  the  mod  exa£t 
defcriptions  of  the  animals  which,  in  the  feas  that 
they  have  vidted,  inhabit  the  water  and  the  dlr^ 
and  that  of  the  marine  produdlions  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  various  climates  that  they  have  tra- 
verfed  :  accordingly,  in  indulging  myfelf  in  a  few 
excurfions  into  the  field  of  natural  hiflory,  I  have 
pretended  to  nothing  more  than  to  collect  under 
the  eyes  of  navigators,  pi^ures  that  are  fcattered  in 
different  works  or  narratives  which  they  have  not 
an  opportunity  of  confulting,  and  with  which  it 
may  be  ufeful  to  them  to  be  acquainted.  A  feaman 
does  not  carry  a  library  with  him,  and  feldom,  on 
(hore,  has  he  one  at  his  difpofal :  it  is  therefore 
convenient  to  him,  when,  intending  to  make   a 
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fong  voyage,  he  is  reading  the  narrative'  of  jf  navi- 
gator who  has  preceded  hint  in  the  fame  feas,  to 
find  aflfembled  in  this  account  all  the  information 
that  can  intereft  his  curiofity,  and  enable  him  to 
recognife  every  thifig  that  may  prefent  itfelf  to  his 
view.  It  is  for  the  more  complete  accomplifhment 
of  this  obje£l  that  I  have  placed  at  the  end  of  the 
Journal  OF  THE  RouTEy  an  abridged  defcription,- 
fuch  as  is  adapted  to  feamen,  of  the  different  birds^ 
of  the  fifheSj  and  of  fome  marine  produdions  that 
are  met  with  on  the  track  which  the  Solid£  folw 
lowed  in  failing  round  the  World  *. 

It  has  appeared  to  me  that,  in  order  to  render 
this  narrative  more  interefting,  and  to  convey  2t 
more  perfect  idea  of  the  countries  and  people,  (lilt 
new  to  us,  which  Captain  Marchand  vifited,  it 
was  my  duty  not  merely  to  extra^  what  is  faid  of 
them  in  the  journal  which  I  had  before  me ;  \ 
have  made  it  my  bufmefs  to  compare  what  the 
French  faw,  with  what  had  been  reported  to  us- 
by  the  voyagers  of  other  nations,-  when  there  are 
any  who  have  preceded  ours  in  the  places  to  be 
defcribed :  thus  it  is  that  we  can  re£tify  the  ac« 
counts,  the  one  by  the  other,  and  obtain,  of  every 
place,  and  of  every  people,  a  defcription  which,  at 


^  •  In  the  /*Dv:^RTisEMR NT,  which  precedes  this  Intro- 
duction, we  have  dated  our  reafon  fur  the  omiifiun  of  thii 
part  of  the  origittal  work.  — Tranjlutufj 
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the  fame  time,  may  be  both  more  accurate  and  more 
perfeft.  I  have  fometimes  taken  the  liberty  of  mak* 
ing  digreflions,  which,  without  belonging  immedi* 
ately  to  the  voyage  of  Captain  Marchand,  have 
feemed  to  me  to  afford  points  of  contafl  that  unite 
them  to  the  fubjed,  H  they  do  not  identify  them. 
And,  no  doubt,  if  thefe  digreflions  prefent  fome 
view  of  public  utility,  fome  obfervation  that  be- 
longs to  the  moral  and  political  fciences,  fome 
hiftorical  or  geographical  elucidation,  fome  con- 
je6ture  that  is  not  deflitute  of  foundation,  in  fliorr^ 
fome  object  that,  from  the  intereft  which  it  prefents, 
may  appear  deferving  of  the  reader's  attention,  I 
may  be  excufed  for  not  having  always  fubjefted  my« 
felf  to  the  methodical,  and  neceflkrtly  uniform 
routine  of  a  fea-journal :  people  will  be  ftill  more 
difpofed  to  be  indulgent,  when  the  object  of  a  di- 
greflion  is  to  maintain  or  re-e(lablifli  each  nation  ia' 
the  property  and  enjoyment  of  the  m^itime  difeo- 
veries  that  belong  to  it,  and  to  oppofe  theever- 
increafing  invafion  of  thofe  ambitious  iflanders, 
who,  wifliing  to  domineer  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  element  that  furrounds  and  prote^s  theit 
pofleilions  in  Europe,  likewife  lay  claim  to  the 
univerfal  difcovery  and  the  exclufive  commerce 
of  the  two  Worlds, 

I  might  have  made  the  voyager  himfelf  fpeak : 
that  form  imparts  more  intereft  to  the  narrative, 
when  the  narrator  fpeaks  of  the  great  difficulties 
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over  which  he  has  tiiumphed,  of  the  great  dangers 
from  which  he  has  found  means  to  efcape ;  but  in 
a  voyage  which  confifls  more  in  defcription  than 
in  adion,  I  have  thought  fit  to  prefer  the  forms 
of  hillory.  The  journal  of  Captain  Chanal  and 
that  of  Surgeon  Roslet  have  each  been  to  me  a 
canvas,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expre/Son,  on  which  I  have 
interwoven  acceiTory  fubjeds,  and  connected  them 
to  the  main  fubjed  with  the  defign  of  which  they 
have  furniflied  me ;  but  when  I  have  reported 
what  the  voyager  has  done,  or  what  he  has  feen, 
I  have  fcrupuloufly  adhered  to  his  account :  and  if 
I  do  not  relate  things  precifely  as  he  has  told 
them,  I  can  affirm  that  I  relate  exadly  the  things 
that  he  wifhed  to  exprefs.  The  private  converfa- 
tions  which  I  have  had  with  Captain  Chanal,  the 
explanations  which  he  was  anxious  to  give  me, 
yrith  no  lefs  complaifance  for  my  quedions,  than 
intereft  for  the  work,  have  furniihed  me  with  a  few 
Sidditional  materials  for  developing  and  extend- 
ing ibme  of  the  defcriptions :  throughout,  I  have 
endeavoured  to  exprefs  what  the  voyagers  have 
feen,  and  in  what  manner  they  have  feen.  To 
conclude,  the  Reader  will  eafily  didinguifli  when 
I  fpeak  in  my  own  name,  or  when  I  am  no  more 
than  their  interpreter ;  I  do  not  mean  to  render 
them  refponfible  for  my  opinions ;  the  fa£ts  are 
theirs  j  and  no  one  has  a  right  to  conteft  them  s 
the  errors  of  opinion,  if  sipy  be  found,  axe  mine ) 
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and  I  ihall  be  eager  to  acknowledge  and  rtOlfy 
them,  if  criticifm,  fupported  by  proofs,  ihall  pre- 
sent them  to  my  notice. 


Paris,  25thFlorcal,  year  V  pf  the  French  em 
(i4tbMay  179;). 
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VOYAGE 
ROUND    THE   WORLD, 


Dt7ktNb  TttB  TEARS  1790,  i'79t,  dnd  1792. 


^Rrad,  at  different  times,  im  the  sittings  of  the  Kationaj. 
Institute  ok  Arts  and  Sciences,  in  tue  Class  of  Moral 
AND  Political  Sciences,  on  the  lath  Thermidor,  vear  V» 
(jotli  Jolt  1797,)  and  in  the  following  sittings.] 


CHAPTER    I. 


•DEPAJtrvRE  from  Marfeilles. — Put  into  Port  Praya 
in  the  I/land  of  St.  Jago.— Z)o«^/(?  Cape  Horn.— 
Touch  at  the  Marquefas  de  MtTi^o<^di.'-'Occurrences 
in  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  in  the  JJland 
of  Santa  Chriftina  or  Wahitaho.— Tr^z^i-  with 
the  natives* 

I^APTAiN  Etienne  Marchand  failed,  in  the 
SoLiDE,  from  the  harbour  of  Marseilles  on 
the  14th  of  December  1790. 

On  the  29th  in  the  afternoon,  he  palfed  the  Strait 
of  tiiBUALTAR,  andfhaped  his  courfe  to  make  the 
Gape  DE  Verd  lilands,  at  which  he  intended  to 
touch. 
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On  the  4th  of  January  1791,  in  the  morning, 
he  got  fight  of  Salvage  Ifland ;  and  the  next 
day,  at  three  quarters  pad  one  in  the  afternoon, 
he  difcovered,  at  the  didance  of  thirty  leagues,  the 
Peak  of  Teneriffe  *,  at  the  moment  when  that 
remarkable  mountain  bore  nearly  fouthf.  This 
pofition,  in  regard  to  the  very  meridian  of  the 
peak,  whofe  longitude  is  determined  by  the  agro- 
nomical and  geodsetical  obfervatioils  of  Borda  |, 
procured  him  the  mean  of  detefling  and  reflifying 
the  error  in  his  reckoning.  It  was  afcertained  that 
the  general  movement  of  the  waters  which,  in 
thefe  latitudes,  are  conftantly  directed  towards  the 
Strait  of  Gibraltar,  had,  in  the  fpace  of  feven 
days,  carried  the  fhip  about  two-thirds  of  a  degree, 
or  thirty-eight  miles  to  the  ea(l*ward. 

On  the  6th,  Captain  Marchand  made  the 
Ifland  of  Palm  A,  and  the  Ifland  of  Ferro,  or 

HlERRO.      ' 

Some  lunar  obfervations,  taken  in  the  afternoon 
of  the  9th,  indicated  that  the  fliip  had,  from  the 
5th  to  the  9th,  been  again  carried  to  the  eaftward, 
fifty-four  minutes  or  about  fixteen  leagues  ||  ;  thefe 
ferved  for  cone£Ung  the  dead  reckoning }  and  on 

*  Or  Peak  oFTbyde,  Teithe,  orTERRAiRA. 

f  In  all  the  points  of  the  compafs  mentioned  in  this  narrative, 
aQo'<7'.(,<c; '!  made  for  the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle,  and 
they  are  reduced  to  the  true  north>  ualefs  it  be  exprefsly  de- 
clared to  the  contrary. 

t  See  Vol.  ir.  Notes  I.  and  II. 
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t  See  Note  IV, 
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the  14th,  at  half  pad  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning, 
he  perceived  the  Ifland  of  Mayo  or  May,  the  mofl 
weflern  of  the  four  iflands  which  form  the  fouth 
part  of  the  Archipelago  of  the  Cape  de  Verd 
Iflands. 

The  fight  of  this  ifland  fliewed  that  the  direflion 
of  the  currents  was  changed ;  and  that,  from  the 
9th  to  the  14th,  they  had  carried  the  fliip  to  the 
wefliward.  A  compenfation  •  had  taken  place  of  a 
part  of  the  former  errors  in  the  reckoning ;  and, 
on  making  the  land,  the  error  was  reduced  to  one 
degree  or  about  nineteen  leagues  ahead  of  the  true 
fituation  of  the  fliip  f. 

Captain  Marchano  had  intended  to  put  into 
fome  port  in  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  to  procure 
water  and  refrefliments,  with  which  it  was  of  im* 
portance  to  provide  himfelf  by  way  of  replacing 
what  had  been  expended  of  thofe  articles  before  he 


m 


*  As  this  exprefllon  may,  perhaps,  appear  new  to  fome  of 
our  nautical  readers,  we  beg  leave  to  fay,  that  it  is  adopted  for 
the  purpofe  of  avoiding  a  long  paraphrafe,  and  fignifies  that, 
in  a  certain  interval  of  time,  the  errors  in  the  reckoning,  in 
one  dire£tion,  were  counterbalanced,  or  at  leaft  in  part,  by 
errors  in  another  direflion  ;  or,  in  other  words,  that  if,  at  one 
period,  the  obfervations  for  the  latitude  and  longitude  fhewed 
that  the  (hip  had  made  more  Northing  or  Eqfl'mg  than  the  dead 
reckoning  indicated,  thefe  obfervations  (hewed,  at  another  pe- 
riod, that  (he  had  alfo  made  more  Southing  or  IVefting,  or  that 
the  two  quantities,  in  oppofite  diredions,  were  a  fet-off  againil 
each  other,  and  thus  formed  a  compenfatioa.— TVai^a/or'x 
Note. 
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undertook  the  long  run  which  he  had  to  make  in 
ordpr  to  pafs,  without  touching  at  any  place,  from 
the  Atlantic  into  the  Great  Ocean,  and  to 
proceed  to  the  north-west  coaft  of  America. 

On  the  15th  in  the  morning,  the  Solide  an- 
chored in  La  Praya  Bay,  fituated  on  the  fouth 
coaft  of  the  Ifland  of  St.  Jaoo,  the  moft  confider- 
able  of  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands  ;  and  on  the 
18th,  Captain  Marchand  again  put  to  fea,  and 
fteered  for  making  Staten  Land,  to  the  eaft- 
ward  of  Tierra  del  Fuego,  of  which  he  in- 
tended to  get  fight  before  he  doubled  Cape 
Horn. 

Captain  Marchand's  voyage,  till  he  came  in 
fight  of  this  land,  affords  room  only  for  a  few  nau<* 
tical  remarks,  which  I  have  thought  it  my  duty 
to  infert  in  the  notis  that  will  be  found  at  the 
conclufion  of  this  narrative  *  :  their  prmcipal  ob- 
jeft  is  to  compare,  at  different  periods,  the  refult 
of  the  arbitrary  and  uncertain  methods  employed, 
till  thefe  latter  times,  for  determining  the  longiw 
I    tude  at  fca,  with  that  of  the  methods,    if  not 
ftriftly  correft,  at  leaft  fufficiently  fo,  which  aftro- 
nomy  has  fubilituted  to  the  dark  routine  of  the 
former.    The  comparifon  of  thefe  refults  has  led 
me  to  feek  the  caufe  of  the  errors  of  the  reckon, 
ing,  in  the  aftion  of  the  currents,  in  thofe  great 
rivers,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion,  whofe  rapid 


*  See  the  Notcj  from  IV.  to  XL 
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courfe,  traverfing  the  ocean  in  all  dire£tions,  feems 
to  change  with  the  parallels,  -  with  the  meridians, 
with  the  feafons,  with  the  winds,  with  the  ofcilla- 
tions  of  the  tides,  and  according  to  the  diflances  at 
which  a  fhip  fails  in  regard  to  the  great  continents 
or  archipelagoes.  We  may,  however,  infer  that 
as  every  thing  in  nature  is  fybjed  to  principles  and 
caufes,  it  will,  by  dint  of  obferving  and  ftudying 
particular  effedts,  be  poffible  to  difcover  fome 
general  effects,  which,  in  the  limits  prefcribed  to 
our  knowledge,  and  for  our  ufe,  are  fometimes 
the  equivalent  of  caufes.  Seamen  are  requeued  to 
read  with  attention,  and  with  the  Chart  before 
them,  the  notis,  the  object  of  which  is  to  inquire 
into  the  effedls  of  currents :  they  will  find  many  ex- 
amples, and  a  few  leiTons  perhaps,  in  the  part  of  my 
labour  in  which  I,  in  fome  meafure>  drfled  the 
ihip's  route,  in  order  to  eftimate  the  daily  errors. 

On  the  firfl:  of  February,  about  five  o^clock  in 
the  afternoon,  the  Solide  croifed  the  line  in  the 
longitude  of  23**  30'  wqll  from  the  meridian  of 
Paris. 

The  obfervations,  made,  at  different  periods, 
for  afcertaining  the  longitude,  proved  that,  from 
the  6th  of  February  when  the  (hip  had  reached  the 
parallel  of  5*  40'  fouth,  to  the  26th  of  the  fame 
month  when  fhe  had  arrived  at  the  latitude  of  32^ 
30',  and  between  the  28th  and  48th  meridian  wefl; 
from  Paris,  the  currents  had  condantly  fet  to  th^ 
/buth-wed  and  fouth-w^ft  by  weft )  and  that  their 
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mean  eiFefl  in  twenty-four  hours,  on  the  fliip's  pro- 
grefs  in  longitude,  had  been  from  ten  to  eleven 
miles  which  the  vefTel  had  been,  daily,  carried  ahead 
of  her  reckoning ;    but  the  obfervations  of  the 
8  th  of  March  *  announced  that,  from  the  26th  of 
February  to  this  latter  period,  the  direction  of  the 
currents  was  changed ;  that,  in  this  interval,  they 
had  fet  about  3"  45'  to  the  eaftward,  and  i*  30'  to 
the  northward ;   that  their  compound  direction  was 
about  ead-north-eafl:  3  or  4**  north  ;  and  that  the 
fhip  had  been  drifted  in  this  direction,  by  an  unper- 
ceived  movement,  to  a  diftance  of  two  hundred  and 
eight  miles  in  the  fpace  of  ten  days,  which  gives 
about  twenty-one  miles  or  feven  leagues  in  twenty- 
four  hours.    This  change  in  the  direction  of  the 
currents  which,  till  the  8th  of  March,  had  con- 
ftantly  fet  to  the  Southward  and  Wejiward^  and 
which,  fmce  that  period,  fet  to  the  Eajiward  and 
Northward,  can  be  attributed  only  to  the  aftion  of 
the  great  current  which,  ifliiing  from  the  Rio  oe 
XA  Pi-ATA,  or  River  Plate,  had  maftered  the 
lliip  during  the  days  fhe  had  employed  in  crofljng 
it. 

It  refulted  from  this  circumftance,  that  a  com- 
penfation  had  taken  place  in  the  error  of  the 
reckoning,  in  longitude ;  and  that  this  error 
which,  on  the  26th  of  February,  had  been  4°  40' 
aftern  of  the  fhip,  was  on  the  8  th  of  March,  found 
to  be  reduced  to  s2>  minutes. 


•  See  Note  XII. 
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The  obiiervations  of  the  following  days  proved 
that  frefh  compeiifations  had  again  occurred  *. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  foundings  began  to  an- 
nounce the  approach  of  land :  on  the  1 7  th  of 
March,  in  the  afternoon,  the  lead  indicated  fe- 
venty  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of  very  fine  gray 
fand,  mixed  with  black  and  white  fpecks  f.  Cap- 
tain Marchand  founded  frequently  till  he  got 
fight  of  Staten  Land,  which  was  difcovered 
from  the  mafl-head  on  the  ifl  of  April  at  noon, 
as  had  been  expeded  according  to  the  obferva- 
tions. 

At  four  o'clock,  Cape  San  Juan,  the  mofl 
eaftern  point  of  this  land,  bore  fouth  i  or  2*  weft, 
didant  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues. 

The  longitude  of  this  cape  is  fixed  by  the  ob- 
fervations  made  in  Captain  Cook's  fecond  voy. 
age,  at  SG*  7'  weft  from  Paris  \  j  and  in  compar- 
ing to  it  that  of  the  fliip,  according  to  the  obferva- 
tions  of  the  30th  of  March,  and  which  ought  to  be 
the  fame  as  that  of  the  cape  under  whofe  meridian 
flie  Was,  it  will  be  feen  that  it  differs  from  it  only 
about  2 1  minutes,  which  are  here  equivalent  to  no 
more  than  four  leagues. 


•A".- 


♦  See  Notes  from  XIII.  to  XVIII. 

f  See  in  the  Journal  of  the  Route  the  foundings  that  were  had 
every  day. 

X  See  The  original  AJlronomtcal  Ohfervattons  made  In  the  eourfe 
tf  a  Voyage  to  the  South  Pole  and  round  the  World.  By  W. 
Wales.    London,  I "]%"].  410.  page  329. 
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The    longitude  given  by  the  reckoning  frnn 
La  Praya,   whence   the  departure    was  tai^en, 
prefented  a  correftnefs  nearly  equal ;  it  difTered 
from  it  by  being  only  37  minutes  or  about  feven 
leagues  ahead :  but  this  correftnefs  is  the  efl'efl  of 
chance,  which  determined  that  the  great  errors  in 
one  direction  fhould  be  counterbalanced  and  cor- 
refted  by  equal  errors  in  the  oppofite  direftion. 
However,  an  ignorant  navigator,  who,  in  the  coprfe 
pf  his  run,  might  not  know  how  to  make  ufe  of 
any  of  the  means  which  could  fet  him  right  in  re- 
gard to  the  errors  inevitable  in  a  daily  eftimate  the 
data  of  which  are  always  fo  uncertain,  would  not 
have  failed  to  boad  of  his  land-fall,  made  on  the 
appointed  day,  and,  as  it  were,  at  a  fixed  hour, 
after  being  feventy-three  days  under  fail ;  he  would 
have  attributed  to  his  particular  talent,  to  the  cer- 
tainty of  his  forefight,  to  the  exa^nefs  of  his  cal- 
culations, to  his  art  in  (hort,  a  precifion  which  was 
only  the  refult  of  a  fortunate  chance  :  for  it  is 
proved  that  if,  in  the  Solide*s  voyage,  from  La 
Praya  to  Staten  -Land,  the  errors,  inftead  of 
counterbalancing  each  other,  had  accumulated  in 
the  fame  direction,  which  might  have  taken  place 
in  other  latitudes,  and  in  other  circumdances,  the 
fum  of  thefe  errors  would  have  amounted  to  up- 
wards of  13°  30'  which,  in  the  parallel  of  the 
land-fall,  reprefent  a  hundred  and  fixty  leagues  of 
error  *, 
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On  lofing  fight  of  Cape  San  Juan,  the  Somdb 
ihapcd  her  courfe  to  double  the  ead  end  of  Sta» 
TEN  Land,  and  thence,  by  failing  round  Tiekra 
DEL  FuEGo,  without  getting  fight  of  it,  to  gain 
the  parallel  of  Cape  Horn,  which  Captain  Mau- 
CHAND  intended  to  make. 

In  the  interval  from  the  6th  to  the  7th,  he  paflcd 
beyond  the  meridian  of  this  cape,  which  lies  in  the 
longitude  of  69'  46'  wcfl ;  for,  at  noon,  on  the 
7th,  the  fliip  had,  according  to  the  dead  reckoning 
corrected  by  fubfcquent  obfervations,  reached  the 
meridian  of  70'  1  <;', 

It  was  not  till  the  i  ith,  that  the  (late  of  the 
weather  allowed  of  taking  lunar  obfervations ;  and, 
according  to  their  lefult,  compared  with  that  given 
by  the  dead  reckoning,  it  was  judged  that,  from 
the  time  of  lofing  fight  of  Cape  San  Juan,  the 
reckoning  was  2"  6'  or  about  twenty-three  leagues 
aheadywhich  the  fhip  had  been  carried  to  the  eaft- 
ward  by  the  efFed  of  the  currents  that,  at  the  fame 
time,  had  fet  nearly  half  a  degree,  or  ten  leagues  to 
the  northward  *. 

Lunar  obfervations,  made  on  the  19th,  fhewcd 
that,  from  the  i  ith,  the  currents  had  driven  the 
fhip,  by  an  imperceptible  movement,  2**  9'  beyond 
her  progrefs  to  the  weflward  indicated  bythe  dead 
reckoning  :  and  according  to  the  obfervations  of 
latitude,  they  had   at  the  fame  time  carried  her 
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i"  20'  to  the  fouthward;  that  is,  that  her  efti- 
mated  progrefs  towards  the  north  had  been  dimi- 
niihed  in  that  proportion.  Thence  it  was  con- 
cluded that  the  unperceived  movement  of  the  fhip 
had  occafioned  her,  in  the  fpace  of  eight  days,  to 
make  one  hundred  and  fifty-two  miles  in  the  di- 
reftion  of  weft-fouth-weft  1*  weft,  and  that  the 
mean  effedt  of  the  current  had  been  nineteen 
miies  in  twenty-four  hours  *. 

It  will  be  feen  that  the  error  which  had  oc- 
curred in  the  reckoning.  In  the  interval  from  the 
nth  to  the  19th,  counterbalances  within  3  mi- 
nutes, and  correds  that  which  had  taken  place  be- 
tween the  I  ft  and  the  nth. 

In  comparing  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  of  the 
nth  with  the  refult  ofthofe  of  the  19th,  we  (hall 
remark  that,  to  the  fouthward  of  Tierra  del 
FuEGoand  in  the  Great  Austral  Ocban,  the 
currents  appear  to  have  the  fame  diredion  as  that 
which  had  been  obferved  in  the  South  Atlan- 
tic Ocean,  that  is  to  fay,  that,  in  general,  in 
both,  the  currents  which  fet  to  the  Northward,  alfo 
fet  to  the  Eajiward ;  and  that  thofe  which  fet  to  the 
Southward^  at  the  fame  time  fet  to  the  We/lward. 

Although  the  contrariety  of  the  winds  had  com- 
pelled Captain  Marchand  to  get  into  the  paral- 
lel of  60%  he  did  not,  In  this  latitude,  experience 
the  cold  which  had  been  expefted  :  Reaumur's 
thermometer    fell   no    lower    than    the  freszing 
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point,  and  that  only  for  a  few  hours  in  the  courfe  of 
the  night.  But  it  cannot  be  faid  that  the  weather 
was  fine,  it  being  almofl:  always  attended  with 
hard  fqualls,  hail,  and  fnow. 

He  began  to  ftand  to  the  northward  as  foon  as 
the  wind  permitted  him  to  hold  that  courfe  ;  and 
on  the  20th,  according  to  the  obfervations,  he 
had,  in  the  Great  Austral  Ocean,  re?ched 
the  latitude  of  51"  40',  and  longitude  of  93°  45', 
In  this  fituation,  he  was  two  hundred  and  ten 
leagues  to  the  weft  3  or  4*  north  of  Cape  Victo- 
ria, the  moft  weftern  point  of  the  north  coaft 
of  the  Strait  of  Magellan:  therefore,  in  the 
fpace  of  twenty  days,  the  Solide  had  failed  round 
Tierra  del  Fuego.  Captain  Cook,  who,  in 
1769,  had  followed  nearly  the  fame  route,  was 
obliged  to  employ  thirty  days  in  performing  it :  he 
had,  however,  paiTed  through  the  Strait  of  Le 
Maire,  inftead  of  doubling  Staten  Land  to 
the  eaftward  ;  which  may,  according  to  the  wind, 
fhortenthe  run. 

Since  the  Solide  had  entered  the  Great 
Ocean,  all  day  there  were  feen  flying  round  the 
Ihip,  fpotted  petrels,  albatroffes,  petrels  of  different 
colours,  quebranta-hmffos  *  (bone-breakers).  Port 
Egmont  hens,  and  all  the  various  fpecies  of 
oceanic  birds,  which  voyagers,  and  after  them  orni- 
thologifts,  have  taken  a  pleafure  in  defcribing,  and 
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which,  with  cetaceous  fiflies  and  other  mhabitanta 
of  the  waters,  that  play  on  their  furface,  feem  def- 
tined  to  recreate  the  navigator,  and  break  the  mo- 
notony of  that  folitude  which  the  eye  cannot 
meafure,  and  where,  but  for  the  prefence  of  a 
few  animated  beings,  the  man  who  traverfes  it, 
placed  between  the  abyfs  of  the  fea  and  the  im- 
menfe  eJtpanfe  of  the  {ky,  might  think  himfelf 
alone  in  the  mid  ft  of  the  univerfe.  I  refer  the 
reader  to  the  'Jourtial  of  the  Route  that  accompa- 
nies this  narrative  *,  to  learn  the  periods  at  which 
the  various  fpecies  of  birds  or  of  fifhes  were  met 
vith,  in  what  latitude  each  begins  to  make  its  ap- 
pearance, and  in  what  fea  one  fpecies  feemed  to  pre- 
vail in  number  over  all  others  of  the  fame  genus. 

;  I  fhall  here  confine  myfelf  to  relating  the  defcrip- 
tions  given  by  Surgeon  Roble':^  of  fome  birds 

;  which  were  taken  on  board  the  Sol  id  b,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  April,  and  which  he  had  an  opportunity 
to  examine. 

*'  One  of  thefe  birds,  which  was  caught  with 
hook  and  line,  is  three  feet  and  a  half  in  extent, 
including  four  inches  for  the  diameter  of  its  body  j 
and  its  length,  from  the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the 
extremity  of  the  tail,  is^  eighteen  inches. 

**  The  wing  is  compofed  of  ten  quill-feathers  a 
foot  in  length  ;  their  colour  is  gray,  and  becomes 
black  at  the  extrepiity  :  the  mantle  is  of  ?i  bright 
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gray,  which  ends  by  being  white  on  the  head  :  thfe 
under  part  of  the  belly  is  entirely  white :  the  tail 
is  compofed  of  twenty  feathers  ranged  in  two  lines, 
and  it  expands  at  the  will  of  the  bird.  Nature  has 
taken  care  to  clothe  its  body,  under  the  feather 
that  covers  it,  with  that  very  fleecy,  and  confe- 
tjuently  very  warm  down,  which  flie  has  given  to 
all  the  oceanic  birds  that  inhabit  the  frozen 
climates.    '  .. 

"  The  legs  are  two  iriches  and  a  half  long  to 
the  joint  of  the  toes,  whofe  length  is  alfo  two 
inches  and  a  half,  including  that  of  the  claws. 
The  feet  are  palmated,  and  formed  of  three  toes 
and  a  claw  to  the  heel :  the  outer  toe  has  four 
joints,  the  middle  one  three,  and  the  inner  two. 
The  neck  is  three  inches  long,  and  the  head  aft 
inch  in  diameter.  The  forehead,  which  is  well 
covered,  is  furniflied  with  a  bill  two  inches  in 
length,  and  fix  lines  in  breadth  at  its  bafe :  the 
bill  is  hooked  at  the  extremity  of  the  upper  man- 
dible, which  is  formed  of  three  bones,  the  two  la- 
teral ones  of  which  unite  with  that  of  the  middle, 
and  form  two  grooves  on  each  fide.  The  noftrils, 
feparated  by  a  cartilaginous  partition  which  is  co- 
vered by  a  blue  membrane,  open,  at  the  diftance  of 
fix  lines  from  the  forehead  at  the  place  where  the 
upper  mandible  is  flightly  deprefled.  Four  lines 
from  the  noftrils,  begins  the  crookednefs  of  the 
bill,  the  inner  edges  of  which  are  channelled 
throughout  all  their  length.    The  ears,  which  are 
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very  much  covered,  are  four  lines  from  the  pofte- 
rior  angle  of  the  eye,  and  their  opening  is  two 
lines  in  diameter.  The  extremity  of  the  upper 
mandible  terminates  in  a  rounded  point,  exadly 
moulded  to  the  convexity  of  the  upper  one  ;  and 
it  contains  the  tongue  which  occupies  it  almoft  en- 
tirely. The  palate,  which  is  terminated  by  an  ap- 
pendix inferted  in  the  concavity  of  the  hook,  is  be- 
fet  with  nervous  papilla, 

"  On  opening  the  body,  the  ftomach  was 
found  to  be  formed  by  a  membrane  which  was  en- 
tirely empty  ;  and  the  gizzard,  which  was  fix  lines 
in  diameter,  by  an  inch  and  four  lines  in  length, 
was  filled  with  herbs  whofe  nature  could  not  be 
didinguifhed ;  but  it  was  prefumed  that  they  were 
feaweeds :  thjb  internal  membrane  had,  to  the 
touch,  the  roughnefs  of  a  cat's  tongue.  In  fe- 
veral  individuals  of  the  fame  fpecies>  which  were 
opened,  the  flomach  and  gizzard  were  found  filled 
with  birds'  feathers,  and  in  one  of  thefe,  was  a 
bird's  bill  which  was  thought  to  be  that  of  a  florm- 
bird  (avis procellaria)" 

Another  bird  which,  like  the  former,  was  taken 
with  hook  and  line,  deferved,  from  the  fingu- 
larity  of  its  plumage,  that  Surgeon  Roblet  ihould 
make  of  it  the  following  defcription. 

"  This  bird,"  fays  he,  "  exhibits  only  two  co- 
lours, white  and  black ;  they  are  diftributed  in  fo 
diverfified  a  manner,  that  they  give  to  its  robe 
the  mod  agreeable  appearance.    TheheaJ,  which 
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is  almoil  round,  and  the  upper  part  of  the  neck, 
are  of  the  mofl:  beautiful  black  j  the  throat  and  the 
belly,  of  a  dazzling  white.  The  mantle,  com- 
pofed  of  fmall  feathers,  rounded  at  their  extre- 
mity, and  fpeckled  with  brown  and  white  fpots, 
prefents,  on  each  feather,  the  figure  of  a  fmall 
lozenge  which  is  a  thoufand  times  repeated :  the 
rump  is  dill  more  remarkable,  becaufe  thefe  fmall 
figures,  ftill  more  numerous,  are  here  more  re- 
gular, more  di(lin£t,  and,  in  all  the  individuals  of 
this  fpecies  which  there  was  an  opportunity  of 
examining,  prefent  themfelves  under  the  form  of  a 
fquare  feen  by  one  of  its  angles.  The  extent  of 
the  wings  is  two  feet  and  a  half,  including  three 
inches  for  the  diameter  of  the  body :  each  wing 
is  furnifhed  with  ten  quill-feathers,  the  largefl:  oi 
which  have  the  outer,  and  two  thirds  of  the  inner 
edge  of  a  beautiful  black,  and  the  remainder  of  a 
fine  white ;  the  fmall  quill-feathers  are  black  onl/ 
at  the  tip  ;  which  produces  a  border  of  this  colour, 
completely  encircling  a  white  ground.  When  the 
bird  is  in  a  ftate  of  repofe,  it  habitually  crolTes  its 
wings  in  the  form  of  fcilTars.  Its  tail  is  compofed 
of  eighteen  quills  in  two  rows  :  white  prevails 
throughout  two-thirds  of  their  length;  a  fmall 
black  flripe,  a  foot  in  breadth,  terminates  the 
feathers  of  the  firft  row ;  and  in  thofe  of  the 
fecond,  the  ftripe  is  not  more  than  three  or  four 
lines.    The  total  length  cf  the  bird,  taken  from 
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the  tip  of  the  bill  to  the  extremity  of  the  tail,  is  a 
foot. 

*♦  Its  eye  is  very  black  and  very  lively.  Its  bill< 
which  is  of  an  ebony  black,  is  only  fourteen  lines 
in  length,  and  is  ilightly  hooked  at  its  extremity; 
which  gives  it  a  countenance  lefs  flupid  than  other 
oceanic  birds  :  this  bill  is  formed,  Mke  that  of  the 
cithers,  of  three  pieces,  of  which  the  lateral  ones 
join  to  that  of  the  middle,  to  which  they  are  at- 
tached by  ligaments  and  a  membrane  that  allow 
thefe  pieces  td  have  a  little  play  between  them* 
I'he  nollrils,  feparatedin  their  middle,  by  a  car- 
tilaginous partition,  have  a  round  form,  and  are 
covered  by  a  prolongation  of  the  frontal  bone, 
which  appears  to  add  to  the  bill  a  fourth  piece 
whofe  root  is  covered  by  the  feathers.  The  extre- 
mity of  the  upper  mandible  is  terminated  by  a  fmall 
and  very  fharp  hook,  which  is  three  lines  from  the 
.  point  to  the  moft  convex  part :  the  under  jaw,  en- 
tirely filled  by  the  tongue,  is  exaftly  adapted  to 
the  upper,  throughout  its  whole  length,  and  itt- 
minates  in  a  blunt  point.  The  ears  are  placed  as 
in  other  birds.  The  feet  are  palmated ;  they  have 
three  toes  and  a  moveable  claw  to  the  heel.  The 
leg  is  black,  and  two  inches  in  length. 

*•  The  charader  of  this  bird  is  very  gentle  and 
familiar :  frequently,  for  feveral  hours  together, 
we  amufed  a  great  number  of  them  with  fmall 
hooks  which  they  vety  dexteroufly  flripped  of  theif 
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bait.  We  attracted  them  without  any  difficulty, 
by  degrees,  quite  clofe  to  the  fliip*s  ftern.  We 
endeavoured  to  ftrike  fome  with  a  fifli-gig  *,  but 
without  fuccefs ;  their  too  great  lightnefs  and 
their  fituation  on  a  fluid  oppofmg  no  refiftance  to 
the  fi(h-gig,  they  dived  under  the  ftroke,  without 

being  wounded  by  it.  The  cry  of  this  bird,  in  its 
fports  or  its  quarrels,  is  both  hoaife  and  (lirill ;  era 
era  ra  era  era,  Thofe  which  were  taken  into  the 
Ihip  did  not  feem  to  regret  their  liberty  ;  although, 
at  firlt,  they  had  made  frequent  efforts  to  recover 


it." 

Surgeon  Roblet  applied  no  name  to  the  two 
birds  of  which  we  have  juft  given  a  defcription : 
it  appears  that  the  former  is  a  gray  petrel^  and  it  can 
fcarcely  be  doubted  that  the  latter  is  a  /potted 
petrel,  commonly  called,  in  French,  a  danuer 
(draught-boaid)  :  it  is  well  known  that  this  name 
has  been  given  to  it  by  our  navigators,  becaufe 
the  plumage  with  which  the  upper  part  of  its  body 
is  clothed,  in  fact,  reprefents  a  draught-board. 

Thefe  two  birds,  like  all  fea  fowl,  in  general, ' 
have  a  fifhy,  muddy  tafle,  fuch  as  hunger  alone 
could  determine  people  to  ufe  them  as  food.  Sail- 
ers, however,  think  otherwife ;  but  every  one 
knows  that  their  appetite  rejedls  nothing,  and 
that  the  rats  even  in  the  fhip,  when  they  can  be 

f  A  Hihtng  inflrument,  a  fort  of  trident  with  feveralpoiptf, 
the  prongs  of  which  are  barbed. 
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caught,  are  t'ricafleed  like  rabbits :  they  are  fome- 
times  the  fize  of  a  fmall  individual  6f  that  fpe- 
cies ;  but  it  may  be  doubted  whether  they  have  the 
fame  flavour  and  delicacy.  ,  •  .. 

Among  the  different  birds  which  the  SoLide  rhet 
with  in  her  route,  there  was  particularly  remarked 
one  of  which  fome  navigators  have  fpoken,  but 
which  none  have  defcribed.  Bougainville  fays 
that,  being  on  the  and  of  December  1769,  off 
Cape  Virgin  Mary,  two  "white  birds,  refembling 
large  pigeons,  came  and  alighted  on  the  yards ; 
and  he  adds  that  he  had  feen  a  flock  of  fimilar 
birds  crofs  the  Bay  of  Falkland's  Iflands  *. 

The  SoLiDE  met  with  the  firft  bird  of  this  fpe- 
cies,  on  the  25th  of  March,  in  latitude  44**  fouth, 
longitude  6f  20'  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
feventy  leagues  f  from  the  Magellanic  Land  ; 
and  fome  of  the  fame  fpecies  were  perceived  on 
the  7th  of  April,  when  (he  had  reached  the  lati- 
tude of  58'  15',  and  longitude  of  71",  about  forty- 
eight  leagues  to  the  fouth  by  weft  of  Cape  Horn. 

According  to  the  account  of  Surgeon  Roblet 
who  furniflied  us  with  the  defcription  of  this  bird, 
with  which  I  have  blended  that  in  like  manner 
given  by  Captain  Chanal,  thefe  white  birds  ai^fc 
met  with  at  rather  confiderable  diftances  from  all 
land,  as  fifty,  Axty,  and  feventy  leagues,  either 

m 

*  Visage  aulour  du  Monde f  page  1 1 7  of  the  4to.  edition. 
t  About  88  common  leagues. 
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blowi^'into  i^e  offing  1:^  tl;»&  win(},  Qf  trayel^M:^ 
l>u,t,tbey  ifU-e^dom,reenmorejtl|^n  ^wo  at  a  ^jiqe. 
Th^iif  flight  is  j^jceqpt^d  by  a  ppecipjtate  flapping^  of 
the  wings  which  are  of  an  eqi^l  bres^dth  throug|)<f 
out  their  whole  length }  a  ch^ra^^r  thai:  a)rc^4yf 
diilinguiflies  them  frooi: other:  OfSe^^i^iQ  bir^sipi^ 
of  thofe/which  t^ere  cakei>  pn  board  the  Soi^i^^i 
had  its  feet  foiled  with  i  reddish  earth. :  It  appe^E9 
that  this  fpecies  loves  to  be  fettled :,  after  ha^ng 
aniufed  themfelves  with  flying,  for  foQie  tim^ 
round  the  fliip,  they  perched  on  the  yard^;  and  if 
fear  or  fatigue  prefled  them  too  much,  they  alighted 
on  the  water ;  but  none  of  them  were  obferyed  to 
play  on  its  furface.      . 

This  bird  is  of  the  fi^e  of  a  pigeon  of  the  largeft: 
fpecies  i  it  has,  like  it,  the  neck  and  body  fhort 
and  compad.  Its  plumage  is  entirely  white,  and 
very  beautiful ;  and  in  a  dozen  individuals  which 
were  examined,  there  was  not  perceived  a  Hngle 
fpot ;  but  the  infide  of  the  feathers,  at  the  root, 
is  furniihed  with  f  blackiih  down.  Its  total  length, 
from  the  point  of  the  bill  to  the  tip  of  the  tail  is 
fourteen  inches:  the  extent  of  its  wings  is  two  feet 
four  inches ;  and  in  their  dimenfionsj  the  diame- 
ter of  the  body,  frpn]i  one  wing  to  the  other,  oc- 
cupies four  inches.  At  the  extremity  of  the  firft 
joint  of  each  wing,  is  feen  a  fmall,  callous  ex- 
creCcence,  of  th^  form  of  a  wart;  and  this  ex- 
crefcence  is  conunon  Jto  all  the  individuals  of  the 
fpecies.  It$  tjiil  is  %)rt  and  well  furnifhed.  Its 
.„ ,  c  2  Ibill 
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biiffifis  t"he  fliapc  'of  tfiar  of  the  gaTlInaceou's  tribe  ; 
bii^'  It  is  thicker,  Is  an  inch  long,  te^mPnatel  in  a 
p6int,  and  Is  ifix  fihes  hi  diameter  at  its  bafe ; 
thi  fore  part  pretty  much  refembles  that  of  the 
bird  irhich  we  call  ^rojbeak.  The  two  mandibles 
ex^flly  touch  each  other  thfoughout  their  wjhole 
length  ;  only  the  upper  projefts  beyond  the  under 
by  a  fmall  honk  of  tibout  half  a  line  like  that  of 
a  hen  :  in  the  middle,  are  the  noflrils  covered  by 
a  fort  af  fcale  which  ifTues  from  the  root  of  the 
bill ;  and  thi$  ikDot  is  furrounded  by  little /^/i//<!e^, 
froth  the  centre  of  which  is  feen  fprouting  a  fmall 
feather.  The  ears  are  placed  below  the  pofterior 
angle  of  the  eyes,  at  the  diftance  of  fix  lines.  The 
iris  appears  blacky  and  the  cornea  grayifli.  Under 
the  eyes  is  a  grayifli  membrane,  deftitute  of 
feathers,  as  in  our  common  hens.  The  tongue, 
which  is  not  quite  fo  long  as  the  bill,  occupies 
all  the  breadth  of  it :  the  palate  is  (Irewn  with 
nervous  papilla  which  muft  give  to  this  Wrd-  a 
riiore  delicate  fenfe  of  tafte  than  to  others.  The 
bottom  of  the  bill,  oppofite  the  larinx,  is  fur- 
niflied  with  another  row  of  papilla  larger  than  the 
"former,  and  the  two  middle  oiies  of  which  pro- 
ject forward  under  the  form  6f  two  fmall  hooks. 
Its  feet,  which  ai*e  of  a  deep  gray,  are  in  propor- 
tion thicks  and  longer  than  thofe  of  oceanic 
birds,  without,  however,  being  fo  much  fo  a& 
to  refenible  thofe  qf  water-fowl.  Its  foot  would 
rifenible  that  of  the  hen,  if  its  toes  were  not  pro- 
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pofrrioBftbly^r^hicjker :  they,  are  tht^^.iU;  numbfi^v 
turndd  forward,  ,and  detached  fropi  each ;  othe^y 
without  anyi  intet^mediate  membrane;  the  clav/ 
xfkkh  terminates  each.toe,Js  black  and  very  hani;' 

On  opening  the  body,  the  (lomath  was  fiM^if 
empty  ;  and  the  gi7:zard  which  is  fomewhat  thick, 
ind  clothed  inwardly  with  a  denticulated  mem- 
brane, wad  iilM  with  fine  gravel  snd  fmall.  frag** 
mcnts  of  egg.ftiollfiy  u  /  .,  :.i  ..d  ,  s  v;04  oJ  l^-,  jov 
'  'Surge6n  RoDLfiV  and  Captain  GHA'kAt  agWe 
in  Taking  that  this' bird  has  no  iilhy  or  muddy  tafte, 
and -that  it  is  vei'y  good  eat«ng;t  itsifldh  refembles 
tfia^  of  the  pigeon,  and  has  the  fame  ilavbtir ;  ai^ 
ibrae  of  the  officers,'  wlio  ate  of  it,,  dbmpafed  it  ^fo 
that  of  the  plover.  *         ,       ''. 

We  are  at  a  lofs  to  clafs  this  bircj :  the  feet 
which  were  found  (oiled  with  a  reodilhearth,  the 
forhi  ilnd the qualitjjof  the  bilf, ia^' the 'rtiaiAieiH bf 
flying.'^f^etii  to  indifeftii  a  iaridwbird :  ffie^j^fc^W 
Ae  gizis^d,  dJ''weH>as,  IJW  fiie-grtivd  and  ifct 
frsfgrn^iiti  (if  egg^dieHsl  which  w«re'f6uifd  in  h,  kv^SA 
announce  it  to  be  a  gravinorous  bird;  whild 'the 
down  that  covers  ita  body,  beneath  the  feathew, 
is  a  charafter'which'!i(e!bngSt()  the  oceanic  bird; 
Fts  billj  wfiicKi'Ml^ith'the  exception  of  fonie>fHfling: 
differences^  is  that  of  ^he  hen,  is  not  the  biU  of  « 
bird  of  pt^,  and  feems  not  intended  for  fnapping 
and  pulling  to  pieces  fiih ;  it  would  therefore  witht 
difficulty  find  its  food  on  the  fea ;  and  yet  it  is  met 
with  at  rather  great  diftances  from  all  land.    If^a^ 
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fevthl  diarafVers  indicate,  it  bt  a  hiid>'bivdi''its 
wingiB  muft  pdflefs  great' (Irength,  and  inflight  be 
viiyTapid,  fuice,  in  the  interval  of  its  nucalf^  it 
can  proceed  to  fo  great  a  didance  from  thelilAd 
Hrhich  fuppotts  itr  and  return  thither  in  fcaroii  of 

its  food.         .     »>l  U   fL"M,v  j'.i';\.M;9   -lit  ;j;u     .  ,  iijni*. 

.<  It  will  be  ieeDi'that  this  bird  prffents  a  fort  of 
problem  which  our  nafvigators  halve  not  endea- 
voured to  folve  ;  but  knowing  nmlivoyager  who  has 
obferved  this  bird*  pr  defignate^  it  by  any  other 
oaikie  than  that  of. iw^V^  Wr^>i.th«yjemployed  ,tb^ 
p$iMi)«g«.oi!iii{)pQfm^.9neoii  this /i^nkno^n  fpiecidSa 
1^  cj%4kI^  ,wHn;e!,Ajfc^TA^cTic  PIGEON  :,i|:  w 
for  prnithplo^ifl^  to  decide  whethe;r  it,  oi^ght  to 
retain  this  appellation. 

1  ill. now  the  Solide  s  voyage  had  preiented 

Jy.-T   ■...'.     bli'l     -f  i.  •,    w,      '   P,     1      ■'^    'W.^   . 

no  nautical  £|;^ait  which  app^are^  to  deferve  parti- 

<o^§W,!Kqre  i?j^tipi^e^^;rc^fid  the  la^u^a.x^ 
5«v  4©' fou^b,  ai|4  beij^  aboi^t v|wft;  hp^dred  a;^^ 
iej»,'4eagu$» lOithe rw/9ftyfw4  ofi  fjie, w^fleffi,mout|^ 
«i^  thfl.iSTRAfT  otcMAG^LhAm  Captain, ^^^^^i 
mAUJD  met  wHh i lai violent  gi^le  , w^i(;h- . ai?noye4 

therihip  for  tw^3nty-f9ut|^)plff:;:;^^il^  iVj 
ijcmiJiHiediithat  thi«;<ftorn)  i«r|thQ-only[  9^^  tl^a^i  b|ei 
kai  elUtOuiftered  Hnce  his  d^partui^  froi|a,^urope. 
|>obferT)6  that  he  had,  however,  in  a  fi^afpn  ithat  19 
nbi  the  moil  favourable,  dpubled  .this  .dt^eadful 
Cape  Horn'^  the  imere'nanfe  df  ^wfhtph,  in  the 
Middle  of  ouie  centn^y  tooyi :  ibfpire^  tertor.  Thia 
1gt;>.  >^  ppinion. 
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opinion,  already  accredited,  had  acquired  great 
weight  by  the  account  of  the  difficulties  which 
Commodore  Anson  experienced  in  thefe  feas,  and 
of  the  fucceflive  gales  of  wind  which  thwarted 
his  voyage,  dilpcrfed  a  part  of  his  fquadron,  and 
occafioned  the  jofs  of  one  of  the  (hips  of  which  it 
was  compofed.  Me  mud  have  been  to  the  fouth- 
ward  of  Cape  Horn,  on  the  approach  of  the  au- 
tumnal equinox  in  the  auflral  hemifphcre ;  and  it 

is  well  known  that,  in-  all  feas  in  general,  and  par. 
ticularly  in  the  vicinity  of  coafls,  the  time  of  the 
equinoxes  is  tempefluc  us :  it  feldom  happens  that 
the  periods  when  the  fun  crofles  the  equator,  are 
not  marked  by  fome  gales  of  wind.     The  experi- 
ence of  more  rec6nt  voyages  has  proved  that  by 
cottibining  their  route  fo  as  to  enter  the  auftral 
feaa  in  the  favourable  fecfon,  during  the  fummer 
in  the  fouthern  hemifphere,  navigators  meet  with 
no  tnore  difficulties  in  doubling  Cape  Horn,  than 
in  doubling    any  other  promontory  :  and   indeed, 
this  certainty  being  acquired  has,  for  fome  years, 
caufed  them  to  abandon  the  route  of  the  Strait 
OF  Magellan,    where  the  frequent  neceffity  of 
anchoring  and  germng  under  way  exhauds,  to  nio 
manner  of  piirpote,  the  flrength  of  a  ihip's  com* 
pi'ny  'y  produces  the  germ  of  diforders'  which,  in 
time,  are  fpread  j  often  cccafions  the  Ibfs  of  an- 
chors ;  inevitably  damages  the  cables ;  aiid  more 
than  once  m  the  courfe  of  a  long  voyage,  there 
has  been  reai^n  to  regret  having,  ja  thQ  outfet,  To 
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little  hulbanded  -ground  tackle,  which  cannot  be 
replaced,  and  on  which,  on  feveral  occafions,  de- 
pends the  fafety  of  the  fhip  and  crew.  The  cer- 
tainty of  finding  in  the  ftrait  both  wood  and  wa- 
ter, muft  alfo  have  contributed  to  caufe  Magel- 
lan's track  to  be  preferred,  in  former  times,  to 
that  of  Le  Mai  re  and  Schouten  ;  but,  fmce  the 
refearches  of  Captain  Cook  have  led  him  to  difco- 
veronthe  fouth  coaftof  Tierra  del  Fuego,  that 
great  bay,  named  by  him  Christmas  Sound, 
which  in  its  circumference  affords  feveral  good 
anchorages,  water,  wood,  and  falutary  plants ; 
iince  we  are  affured,  from  the  infpedion  of  this 
coaft,  and  the  obfervations  of  the  fame  navigator, 
that  new  refearches  would  lead  to  the  difcovery 
of  other  harbours  equally  fit  for  receiving  ihips 
and  yielding  them  fupplies,  there  is  no  longer  any 
mofive  that  can  determine  feamen  to  involve  them, 
ielves  in  thje  long  and  winding  labyrinth  of  the 
Strait  of  Magellan. 

The  gale  which  the  Solide  had  juft  encountered 
had  for  fome  days  difperfed,  but  had  not  put  to 
flight,  her  aerial  convoy,  that  retinue  of  different 
birds  which  did  not  for  fake  her,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  had  frequently  relieved  each  other,  from 
the  tim«  that  ihe  had  begun  to  be  furrounded  by 
them.  On  the  morning  of  the  21ft,  Captain 
Marchano  contrived  to  ihoot  two  albatroffes ; 
the  yawl  was  difpatched  to  pick  them  up  on  the 
water}  and  Surgeon  Rublet  took  poffeffion  of 

them 
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them  for  the  purpofe  of  fubmitting  them  to  pbfer- 
vation  and  to  the  icalpel. 

The  albatrofs,  the  largefl:  of  the  vreb-footed 
birds,  is  often  mentioned  in  the  journals  of  naviga- 
tors, becaufe  it  belongs  to  feveral  feas.  It  is  more 
generally  known  to  our  feamen  by  the  name  of 
Mouton  du  Cap.  It  may  be  prefamed  that  this 
name  was  given  it,  becaufe  being  very  common  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Ocean  which  the  Euro- 
peans firft  frequented,  the  Cape  of  Good  Hops 
being  the  mofl  remarkable  point  of  this  fea,  and 
its  iheep  being  renowned  for  their  fize,  failors 
have  thought  proper  to  apply  the  name  of  Cape 
Sheep  to  the  largefl  bird  of  this  ocean,  which  is 
eafy  to  be  known  at  a  diflance  from  its  maffy 
corpulence.  If  we  content  ourfeives  with  this  ety- 
mology, it  mufl  at  lead  be  admitted  that  the  re- 
femblance  of  the  two  animals  is  not  flriking. 

Surgeon  Roblet  has  furniflied  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing defciiptiohof  the  two  albatroffes  which 
were  taken  on  boar<;l  the  Solipe  :  naturalifts  will 
have  an  opportunity  of  comparing  it  with  thofe 
given  by  various  authors. 
'  **  Of  the  two  albatroffes  which  were  taken,  the 
extent  of  the  one  was  nine  feet,  and  that  of  the 
other,  nine  feet  four  inches  ;  their  length  from  the 
tip  of  the  bill  to  that  of  the  tail,  was  three  feet. 
The  wings,  which  are  divided  like  thofe  of  other 
birds,  are  more  fleecy  and  more  covered  with  fea- 
thers:   they  have,  next  to  the  fix  quill-feathers 
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which  fprrn  thj5  ,tip  of  them,  feventy-twp  other 
fmaller  feathers,  difpofed  in  three  rows,  which 
again  ttnite  to  the  body,  and  are  covered,  at  ^heir 
origin,  by  fome  very  fmali  white  feathers.  The 
other  large  feathers  are  alfo  white  for  about  one 
third  of  their  length,,  and  the  remainder  of  them 
is  bl^ck.  The  feet  have  the  form  of  thofe  of  the 
goofe  :  they  have  only  three  tpes  united  by  a  brown 
membrane ;  the  outer  toe  has  four  joints ;  tjje 
middle  one,  three;  and  the  laft,  of  inner  tpe,  two. 
iThe  head  is  eight  inches  and  a  half  in  ■  ngrj^,  of 
which  the  bill  alone  occupies  five.  In  o-  >i^  the 
individuals,  thefe  fame  parts  were  ifligi  •  'uiged 
with  a  pale  rofe  cojour.  In  the  onel,  whofe  plumage 
was  more  variegated  t'han  that  of  the  other,  the 
mandibles  were  pf'a  beautiful  ivory  white,  to  within 
an  inch  and  a  half  of  their  extremity,  and  the 
remainder  had  the  appearance  of  white  horn.  The 
upper  jaw  is  channelled  on  each  fic^e  at  about  an 
Inch  and  a  half  from  its  root ;  and  the  piece  which 
appears  detached  from  it  is  fix  lines,  exhibits  a 
volvulus  to  the  right  and  left,  and  forms  the  nof- 
trils  :  this  mandible  is  depreiled  in  its  middljs  in  a 
very  evident  manner,  and  rifef  again  at  its  extre- 
mity, wl^ere  is  inserted  the  fubftance  of  the  horn 
forming  the  Hook  which  projects  three  lines  be- 
yond the  under  mandible.  The  two  lateral  pieces 
of  the  upper  mandible  have  on  their  upper  edge  a 
fort  of  longitudinal  moulding,  and  on  the  pofterior 
part  of  the  under  edge,  i«  feena  very  deep  groove, 
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intended  for  .covering  an  equal  extent  of  the  under 
mapdible»  whi<;h  is  cotnpofed  of  three  pieces  of  the 
fame  nature  as^  thofe  of  the;  upper,  with  this  dif. 
ference,  that  t^e  under  is  terminated  in  a  blunt 
point,  fprmed  of  a  lubftance  of  horn  or  nail,  of 
thp  fime  nature  as  that  which  forms  the  hook,  qf 
the  upper  m^dible.  l^he  tongue,  which  is  a|i 
inch  long,  is  lUpwards,  pf,  eight  Jines  in  bt^adth.  : 
"  The  larger. of  the  two  albatrpflfes,  which  had 
alfo  the  titowneft  plumage,  weighed  feventeen  or 
eighiseeti  pounds :  the  other,  which  was  a  female, 
wei^i^d^fomethinig  lefs';  its  body^  above  and  be- 
neath', w£ls  of  a  beautiful  white  %  the  wings  were 
black  s^ove,  and  White  beneath  ;  but  it  was  much 
more  thinly  provided  tii'ith  down  than  the  male; 
which  may  be  attributed  to  tedulting  or  incubation;  ', 
U'hey  were  both  covered  with  infeflts  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  fowl's  lice,  but  of  a  more  el6hgated  form." 

^The  defcriptiprt  (if  the  birds  that  at  fea  attract 
the  iilehtidn  of' "the  navigator.  Has,  for  a  few 
momeAts,  made  us  lofe  fight  of  the  voyage  of  the 
SoLiDE,  which  had  juft  encountered  a  violent 
ftorrrt.  At"  noon,  on  the  iift,  the  Wind  had  loft 
a  cbnfiderable  degree  of  its  ftrerigtn  ;  but  the  Ihip 
continued  to  be  toffed  about  by  a  heavy  fea,  and 
rolled  fo  violetiHy,  that  the  moft  experienced  fea- 
men  bn  board  had  fome  difficulty  in  keeping  their 
leit.  Voluftteer  AukDkE  Chakal,  brother  to  - 
the  fecond  csiptztin,  was  thrown  down,  and  in  one 
of  the  deepeft  rolls,  ftruck  his  head  againft  the 
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deck,  in  fo  violent  a  manner,  that  he  was  taken 
up  fenfelefs ;  but  a  feafonable  bleeding  prevented 
this  accident  from  beiAg  attended  with  any  d^- 
gerous  confequences.  Without  lofs  of  time,  the 
people  were' employed  in  repairing  the  damages 
which  the  gale  had  occafioned  to  the  ihiji'^'  hyll 
and  rigging;  and  as  foon  as  the- wind  allo)xred  of 
mr^king  (hil,  as  much  c'anvafs  was  fpread  as  could 
be  earned  without  endangering  themails.  If 

From  the  rcfult  of  the  lunar  obiervationsi  made 
on.  the  24th  and  25th,  iind  from  the  daily. obfer- 
vatloiis  of  latitude,  it  w^s  thought  that,  in  tfaieiin- 
terval  from  the  19th  to  the  35th,  the  aftiou  of  th,e 
currents  had  been  almoft  impj^rceptible,  bedaufs 
there  were  found  but  very  trifling,  differences  be- 
tween the  veflers  progrefs  towards  the  northward 
and  weflward  deduced  from  the  obfervations,  and 
thofe  which  the  reckoning  had  indicated.  The 
Ihip  had  failed  between  the  parallels  of  52"  30' 
and  46%  and  in  the  fpace  comprifed  between  93** 
and  96°  of  weft  longitude  *.  i. , 

It  had,  at  firft,  been  Captain  Marchand's 
intention  to  proceed,  dire^ly  and  without  touch- 
ing at  any  por^,  from  the  Cape  de  Verd  Iflands 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America  ;  and  the 
health  of  the  fhip's  company,  which  was  equal  to 
bis  good  will,  and  had  not  been  impaired  by  the  fa- 
tigues experienced  during  the,  navigation  round 
the,  auUral  land  of  America  and  Cape  Horn, 
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might  render  poflible   the  execution  of  the  pro- 
jeA  that  he   had  conceived,  to  perform,  all  in 
one  run  and  without  making  any  land,  a  paflfage 
of  about  four   thoufand  leagues.     -This   projeft 
may  prefeut  itfelf  under    a  feducing  afpefl,   be- 
caufe  It  exhibits  the  merit  of  having  overcome  a 
difficulty,  and  we  love  to  fpeak  of  a  difficulty 
which  we  Jiave  found  means  to  furmount ;  but  yet 
I  confefs  that  it  appears  to  me  to  be  attended  with 
no  other  advantage,  no  other  merit,  than  that  of 
procuring  a  very  moderate  faving  in  the  expenfe 
of  the  expedition  :  it  mud  alfo  be  calculated,  that, 
if  fatigues  too  much  prolonged,  bringing  in  their 
train  diforders  almoft  inevitable,  compel  a  com- 
mander, at  a  more  diflant  period,  to  make  long 
flays  in  port,  in  order  to  give  his  people  time  to 
recover  their  exhaufted  ftrength,  the  faving  which 
he  had  in  view  will  be  more  than  abforbed  by  the 
increafe  of  expenfe  occafioned  by  the  length  of 
thefe  compulfory  (lays :  and  it  may  be  faid,  that, 
under  this  confideration,  the  intereft  of  the  owners 
well-underftood  goes  hand  in  hand  with  what  hu- 
manity dilates.     I   am,  however,  very  far  from 
approving  that,  without  neceffity,   a  fliip   fliould 
frequently  put  into  port ;  but  thofe  ftays  at  an- 
chor the  object  of  which  is  to  renew  the  flock  of 
water,  and  relieve  a  commander  from  the  fevere 
obligation  of  refufing.it  to  a  man  thirfly  through 
heat  and  fatigue,  are  obligatory  flays,  and  more  fo 
when  they  can  be  made  without  lofing  a  very  valu- 
able 
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able  time,  and  without  deviating  from  his  routjp. 
Unprofitable  (lays  in  port  (hould  alone  be  profcrib' 
ed,  fuch  as  proceed  from  curiofity  or  indolence, 
aad  which  can  no  longer  be  jurtified,  at  the  prefent 
day,  by  the  fear  that  A  tedious  paiTage  may  fpfead 
the  germ  of  the  fcurvy  which  is  fuppofed  always 
likely  to  exid:  in  feme  of  the  individuals  who  com- 
pofe  a  fhip*s  company :  the  prefervatives  whofe 
ufe  is  known,  and  the  employment  of  which  we 
ought  to  wifli  to  fee  rendered  general  in  lortg  voy- 
ages, can  at  this  time  afford  a  fufficient  fecurity  to 
a  navigator  not  to  give  way  to  fuch  an  inquietude. 
But  every  thing  has  its  limits,  beyond  which  the 
ufe  of  a  good  thing  may  degenerate  into  an  abufej 
and  he  fhould  not  perfuade  himfelf  that,  becaufe  he 
has  laid  in  a  flock  of  antifcorbutics,  he  may  prolong 
his  runs  beyond  the  period  when  a  fcarcity  of 
water  and  a  too  long  privation  of  firefh  provifions, 
and  of  land  air,  would  prevail  over  the  efFed  of  the 
fpecifics  employed  for  preventing  the  diforders 
which  more  particularly  arife  from  a  fea  diet. 

An  accident,  which  had  notlbeen  forefeen,  made 
tl^e  Captain  of  the  Solide  relinquifh  every  idea  of 
a  run  without  touching  at  any  port :  towards  the 
middle  of  May,  it  was  perceived  that  the  flock  of 
water  began  to  grow  putrid  in  the  cafIvS ;  and  it 
foon  became  indifpenfable  to  think  of  the  means 
pf  fupplying  its  place*.     Captain  ^archand 

being 

*  We  have  here  given  a  h'f  eral  traiination  of  the  text  of  the 
original  y  and,  in  fo  doing,  we  cannot  avoid  cj^prefling  our 
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being  aware  of  the  iieceffity  of  gaining  a  port  be-* 
fore  he  ftood  for  the  coaft  of  America,  decided 
in  favour  of  the  Marquesas  de  MEND09A,  fitu- 
ated  in  the  jiarallel  of  10"  fouth,  and  about  the 
141(1  meridian  weft  from  Paris.  The  tituation  of 
thefe  iflands  fuited  him  the  better,  as,  with  a  view 
of  avoiding  the  calms  which  are  frequently  met 
with  in  (haping  a  courfe  too  much  to  the  eaftward, 
he  had  intended  to  crofs  the  line  in  the  longitude' 
of  142**  weft. 

The  currents  the  ef'eft  of  which  in  the  interval 
from  the  1 9th  to  the  25th  of  April,  had  been  little 
perceptible  on  the  fhip's  courfe,  began  again  to  a6i: 
with  tolerable  ftrength  from  the  latter  day  till  the 
9th  of  May,  and,  in  the  interval  of  thefe  fourteen 
days,  carried  her  thirty-one  or  thirty-two  leagues  a 
few  degrees  to  the  northward  of  eaft.  She  had 
failed  between  the  latitude  of  46*^  and  30"  fouth, 
and  between  the  longitude  of  gs"  46'  and  96"  48' 
weft  from  Paris  t. 

From  the  9th  to  the  12th,  ihe  efFeft  of  the  cur- 
rents flackened  ;  but  from  the  1 2th  to  the  27th, 
when  the  fhip  had  paiTed  from  the  latitude  of  28** 
^'  to  1 9'  30',  and  from  the  longitude  of  99"  to 
116"  3o^  they  began    again  to  a6l   with  frefh 
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furprife,  that  Captain  Marchand  (hould  expert  to  perform  fo 
long  a  voyage  without  experiencing  what  is  convmon  iu  the 
fliorteft  rons,  namely,  a  decompofition  of  the  frefh  water.— 
TTranJlatw. 
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ftrength,  9t  the  fiune  time  changing  their  dire£Uon: 
in  thU  fortnight,  tkey  drifted  the  veflel  eighty.feven 
leagues  and  a  half  to  the  we{l>fouth>weft  half  weft, 
beyond  her  apparent  progrefs )  and  on  the  27th, 
the  longitude  by  account  was  near  two  degrees  and 
a  half  q/iern  of  that  whjch  had  been  determined 
by  obfervation,  ahhough,  in  the  former  periods  of 
this  run,  there  had  occurred  great  compenfations 
in  the  errors. 

It  may  be  remarked  that,  from  the  9th  to  the 
27th  of  May,  when  the  fiiip  crptfed  the  parallels 
comprehended  between  30"  and  i9<*  30',  the  cur- 
rents fet  to  the  weftward,  bending  more  or  lels  to- 
wards the  fouth,  at  the  rate  of  from  four  to 
eighteen  miles  in  twenty-four  hours ;  and  it  will 
be  rejcollefled  that  between  the  fame  parallels,  in 
the  South  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  (hip  had  expe- 
rienced an  equal  effeft  from  the  currents,  and  in  a 
ilmilar  dire^ion. 

From  the  24th,  Captain  Marchand  had  (haped 
his  courfe  for  the  Mendo^a  Iflands.  It  is  well 
known  that  thefe  iflands  were  difcovered  in  1595 
byMzNDANA;  and  that  in  1774,  Captain  Cook 
vifited  them  and  determined  their  geographical 
fituation,  which  till  then  had  been  very  doubtful. 
From  the  obfervations  made  on  thit  day  and  the 
preceding,  the  SdLiDE,  to  repair  thither,  failed 
from  the  latitude  of  2  f**  54'  fouth,  and  the  longi- 
tude of  1 13*  41' weft. 
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From  the  place  where  ihe  was  on  the  24th  of 
May,  till  her  land- fall  on  the  MEND09A  Iflands» 
the  run  prefents  no  event  that  deviates  from  the 
common  routine  of  navigation ;  and  the  nautical 
reader,  who  Ihall  follow  the  progrefs  of  the  (hip 
day  by  day,  as  w.ll  in  the  'J'lurnal  of  the  Route  ait 
in  the  notfs  on  the  crrotM  c{  'the  reckoning  and 
thg  effedt  of  the  cuvi  cnts,  will  there  lincl  every  thing 
that  can  merit  hii.  iniere/i  and  att^atiion.  I  (hall 
only  fay  thai„  00  thu  ipth  of  Aprii,  a  few  Oays 
previous  to  thtj  psiriod  whcii  t-iptain  M-\t":HAND 
(haped  his  courft:  for  thefe  Jfliinc];.,  iherc  had  been 
perceived  a  numerous  fiIJr^;t  or  g'.iM.v,  a  I'pcvneu  of 
bird  which  is  accuftomcd  to  make  its  ap^jearur/co  i.i 
flocks  only  on  the  apprjach  of  !*nd,  Tiioir  fil^^iht 
was  direfteci  towards  the  foutlvwciJ:  and  v-ell- 
fouth-weft )  and  it  might  be  prefumcd  thu  fome 
land  exifts  in  thnt  quancr.  The  Hiip  had  then 
reached  the  latitude  of  40^  foutn^  and  the  longi- 
tude of  lo^'*  30'  v/?iT:  from  the  merlii*!)  of  Paris. 
In  fome  hydrographical  charts  is  laid  down,  in  lati- 
tude 38%  and  bn^'^itudc  loG*^,  a  group  of  iflands 
which  are  f^id  to  have  been  difcovered  in  1773  or 
1^74  by  the  Spaniards)  but  the  general  chart  of 
Captain  Cook's  third  voyage,  conftrufted  by  Lieu- 
tenant Roberts,  as  well  as  the  large  maps  which 
the  EngUih  geographer  Arrowsmith  publifhed  i^ 
1790  and  1794,  place  thefe  iflandf  (onwhatau< 

VOL.1*  o  thority 


i« ;  I 


if',: 


'H'  ^ 


i 


l> 


34  M  ARCH AND's   VOYAGE.  [May  179^^ 

tliority  I  know  not)  in  the  latitude  of  32%  and  l6n- 
gitiide  of  131"  weft  from  Paris  *. 

Several  times,  during  the  run,  there  had  been 
perceived  fome  of  thofe  fifties  known  by  the  name 
of  Flying-fjhes^  which  are  to  be  met  with  in  every 
fe?.,  and,  for  the  moft  part,  belong  to  the  three 
genera  of  exoccetiis,  trigla,  and  gajlcrojleus  \  ;  fuch 
as  the  common   flying-fifh  |,  the  pirabebe  §,   the 

*  On  confulting  Mr.  Arrowfmith,  we  find  that  he  copied 
this  group  of  illai:rti3  into  his  maps  of  1790  and  1794*  from 
tlie  General  Chart  of  Cook's  third  voyage ;  but  that  he  never 
had  an  opportunity  of  informing  himfelf  from  Captain  jRo- 
berts,  who  is  now  dead,  from  what  authority  it  had  there 
found  a  place.  It  does  not  appear  that  fuch  a  group  has  yit 
been  feen  by  any  navigator. — Tianjlator. 

f  Here,  in  the  original,  is  a  note  of  reference  to  the  word 
po'ilfon-volant  in  BoMARt's  D'lciionnaire  (THifloire  Naturelle. 
Highly  as  we  refpeft  the  authority  of  Bomarcy  we  muft  beg 
leave  to  obferve  that  he  has,  in  this  article,  confounded  the 
pegafus,  which  belongs  to  the  Pifces  carfilaginei,  ■  '^^  three 
genera  above-mentioned.  Indeed,  the  referent  ...c  Sjifie- 
ma  Natura  of  LinnjIjjs  arc  generally  made  in  a  very  incorreft 
ihanner  by  the  French  authors ;  and,  from  this  circumftance, 
together  with  numerous  errors  in  the  work  itfelf,  it  often 
becomes  difUcult  to  fpecify  the  animals  intended ;  but  we 
have  given,  in  the  text,  the  Englifli  names  of  the  different  fpe- 
cics,  where  any  were  to  be  found }  and,  to  fave  our  readerl 
trouble,  we  fliall  now  fuhjoin  the  fcientific  appellations  ap* 
plied  to  them  by  various  ichthyologills. 

J  Exocalus  valilaris.  Linn. 

§  Pirabebe.  Pifon. — Exoctetus  evolans.  lAnrx.-^Exoccctus  piti' 
iris  vcntralibus  Irevifflmisi  abdominis  carinis  nuUis.  Gronov.— 
Exocatus  pinnis  peiloralibus  longijimis,  acumlnaiis.  Brown. 
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fegafus*^  the  tub-fifh  f,  the  imlvago  },  and  pcTticu- 
larly  the  hirundo  pi/cis  ||,  by  fome  called  the 
flying-gurnard.  It  is  well  known  that  thefe  fiflies, 
having  their  peroral  fins  better  fuited,  by  their 
ftrength  and  their  extent,  to  the  mechanifm  which 
flying  requires,  than  thofe  of  other  fiflies,  they  can 
raife  themfelves  above  the  water,  and  dart  into 
the  air  where  they  fupport  themfelves  for  fome 
moments.  The  colour  and  fize  of  flying-fifties 
Vary  according  to  the  fpecies^  The  hirundo  pifcisy 
which  is  the  mofl:  excellent  among  flying-fifties,  is 
frequently  of  the  fize  of  the  mackerel.  Their 
wings  are  nothing  more  than  fins  wnofe  rays,  in 
fpreading  from  each  other,  remain  united  by  a 
flexible,  tranfparent,  and  glutinous  membrane, 
the  colour  and  the  fpdts  of  which  are  as  diverfi- 
fied  as  the  fpecies :  according  to  the  manner  in 
which  they  are  fl:ruck  by  the  rays  of  the  fun,  they 
appear  filvery,  at  the  time  when  the  fifti  is  mak- 
ing ufe  of  them  to  fly  :  in  the  water,  they  per- 
form the  office  of  fins ;  and,  to  judge  of  it  from 
the  great  furface  and  the  length  of  the  oars, 
Compared  to  the  fmallnefs  of  the  veflel,  the  fly- 

*  Pegafus.  Linn. 

f  Tr'igla  hirundo.  lAnn.'-^Trigla  capite  acuhato,  appendtdlus 
vlrlnque  iriius,  ad plnnas  pelloraUs.  Arted. 

\.  Trigld  luctrna.  Linn. 

II  Tr'tgla  volitans,  h'lnn.—Trigla  capite parum  aculeatif,  pinnuld 
fingulari  ad  pinnas  peSorakt .  Arted — Tr'tgla  capite  quatuor/pon' 
dylis  acutis  armato.  Brown.— TVan^or'f  Note> 
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ing-fiih  muft  divide  the  water  with  great  velocity^ 
The  opinion  of  navigators  is  that  the  faculty  of 
flying  or  of  detaching  itfelf  for  a  few  moments 
from  the  furface  of  the  water,  is  the  mean  afford- 
ed it  by  Nature,  to  elude  the  purfuit  of  the  large 
iifhes  which  are  inceflantly  threatening  to  devour 
it.  But  it  efcapes  from  one  kind  of  death,  only 
to  fly  to  another,  if,  as  fometimes  happens,  its 
flight  throws  it  into  a  ihip ;  for  feamen,  who 
know  that  thjs  fiih  is  delicate  eating,  though  rather 
difficult  of  digeftion,  are  dexterous  in  catching  it ; 
and  it  has  the  honour  merely  of  being  eaten  and 
rclifhed  by' the  king  of  animals,  inftead  of  being 
greedily  fwallowed  by  fome  one  of  the  tyrants  of 
the  fea.  Thefe  are  not  the  only  dangers  to  which 
the  life  of  the  flying*iiflies  is  expofed ;  birds  of 
the  large  fpecies  f  arfue  and  attack  them,  when 
they  prefent  themfelves  on  the  furface  of  the 
water :  no  element  affords  them  a  refuge  againfl 
the  multitude  of  their  enenues  that  people  the  air, 
the  land,  and  the  Teas. 

Flying-fiflies  wiih  two  wings  are,  as  I  have  be- 
fore faid,  very  comn^on,  and  feem  to  belong  to 
no  fea  in  particular ;  but  on  the  loth  of  June,  about 
the  latitude  of  9"  30'  fouth^  and  longitude  of 
135"*  wefl,  there  was  perceived,  from  on  board 
the  SoLiDE,  a  fifh  of  this  kind  which  appeared 
larger  than  thofe  that  are  met  with  in  other  lati- 
tudes, and  differs  effentially  from  the  former,  by 
its  having /t/2^  w/>^i  inftead  of  twoj  and  thefe 
8  wing* 


June  17 

wings  a 

had  feei 

tude  of 

caft,  in 

vered  ir 

the  four 

name  o 

ceived  ^ 

wings  i  ; 

of  the  fiJ 

that  any 

having  m 

The  at 

ceptible  ; 

the  8th  of 

this  laft  1 

rallel  anc 

136%   th( 

courfe  ne 

fouth;   ai 

between 

was  carri( 

twenty-thj 

weft. 

For  for 
and  other 

*  See  Foy 

t  Captain 

fome  of  thefi 

Jiade'm  1791 


about 

Ide  of 

(board 

reared 

lati- 

ir,  by 

thefe 


MARCHAND'S   VOYAOB. 


37 


Junti79i.] 

wings  are  deeply  (haded  with  red.  Bouoainvilh 
had  feen  fiihes  of  this  fame  fpecies  about  the  lati- 
tude of  1 5"  30'  fouth,  and  longitude  of  148"  30' 
caft,  in  the  interval  of  the  Jlyoais  which  he  difco- 
vered  in  this  parallel,  nearly  a  hundred  leagues  to 
the  fouthward  of  the  land  to  which  he  gave  the 
name  of  La  Louisiade  :  thofe  which  he  per- 
ceived were  black,  appeared  to  have  four  red 
wings  i  and  their  fize  was  above  the  common  fize 
of  the  fiflies  with  two  wings  *.  I  do  not  recoiled 
that  any  other  navigators  have  mentioned  their 
having  met  with  flying-fifties  with  four  wings  f. 

The  adlion  of  the  currents  was  not  very  per- 
ceptible in  the  interval  from  the  27th  of  May  to 
the  8th  of  June ;  but  from  the  8th  to  the  lothof 
this  lafl:  month,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  tenth  pa- 
rallel and  between  the  longitude  <^  131**  and 
136**,  the  ihip  was  drifted  out  of  her  apparent 
courfe  near  eighteen  leagues  to  the  weft  7"  30' 
fouth}  and,  keeping  flill  in'  the  fame  parallel, 
between  the  longitude  of  136'  and  140"  30',  fhe 
was  carried,  from  the  loch  to  the  icith,  about 
twenty-three  leagues  to  the  weft-fouth-weft  half 
weft. 

For  fome  days,   clouds  of  terns,  fea-fwallows, 
and  other  birds  of  the  fpecies  of  thofe  whofe  pre- 

*  See  Voyage  autourdu  Monde,  page  256  of  the4to  edition, 
f  Captain  Edwards,  in  the  Pandora  frigate,  alfo  met  with 
fome  of  thefe  flying  iiihes  with  four  wings,  vthtn  oSLa  Lorn- 
Jutde  iu  I'j^i.—Tran/lator. 
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fence  announces  the  vicinity  of  land,  were  hover- 
ing in  flocks  in  fight  of  the  Solide,  and  the  laft 
lunar  obfervations  indicated  that  the  day  of  the 
12th  would  not  pafs  without  our  navigators  mak- 
ing the  Iflands  called  Las  Marquesas  de  Men- 
D09A:  in  fa6l,  they  got  fight  of  them  about  half 
paft  ten  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

The  firft  ifland  which  they  difcoyered  was  that  of 
La  Madalena  *,  the  mod  fouthern  of  the 
group.  At  noon,  it  bore  fouth-weft,  and  that  of 
San  Pedro,  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  for- 
mer, bore  diredly  weft,  at  the  diftance  of  about 
fourteen  leagues. 

The  latitude  of  the  (hip,  which  -was,  at  the 
fame  inflant,  deduced  from  the  meridian  altitude 
of  the  fun,  was  9"  59' j  and  this  is  exaftly  that 
which  the  obfervations  made  by  Captain  Cook, 
in  his  fecond  voyage,  have  given  to  the  Ifland  of 
San  Pedro  f,  on  the  parallel  of  which  the  So- 
lide was  placed. 

.  It  will,  no  doubt,  be  ufeful  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  navigators,  to  relate  here  briefly  (and 
the  proofs  of  it  will  be  found  in  the  notes)  with 
what  precifion  Captain  Marchand,  from  his 
own  obfervations  and  thofe  of  Captain  Chanal^ 

*  See  the  Sketch  of  the  Marquefas  de  Mendofa,  and  the 
Plan  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Diosy  in  Cook^s  Second  Voyagty 
Vol.  I.  page  305. 

f  See  The  original  ytjtronomtcal  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyage 
towards  the  South  Poky  &c.  by  W.  Wales,  page  ^23. 
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made  the  land  of  the  Mendo^a  Iflands,  after  a 
paflage  of  feventy-three  days,  from  the  time  of  his 
being  in  fight  of  Cape  San  Juan  on  Staten 
Land,  without  making  any  other  land,  and  only 
by  deriving  from  the  conftant  ufe  of  agronomical 
obfervations,  all  the  fafety  of  his  courfe,  in  the 
midft  of  a  fea  where  currents  aft  in  direftions,  and 
with  effeds,  which  difconcert  and  render  ufelefs  all 
the  means,  all  the  calculations,  all  the  ordinary 
methods  of  navigation. 

The  laft  obfervations  for  determining  the  longi- 
tude of  the  fhip  had  been  made  on  the  10th  of  June 
at  three   quarters  paft  four  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon :  their  refult,  compared  with  that   of  other 
obfervations  made  on  the  preceding  days,  and  with 
the  refult  of  the  dead  reckoning,  had  fliewn  that, 
in  the  feas  where  the  fliip  had  failed,  and  at  the 
period  when  fhe  was  there,  the  currents  fet  to  the 
weft  ward,  or  the  fhip  was  ahead  of  the  reckoning, 
about  26  minutes,   or  twenty-five  miles  two-thirds 
in  twenty- four   hours.     In  keeping  an  account  of 
this  overplus  of  the  real  progrefs  of  the  fhip  be- 
yond her  apparent  progrefs,   it  was  found   that, 
on  the  1 2th,  at  noon,  when  the  Ifland   of  San 
Pedro  bore  weft,  diftant   fourteen  leagues,  the 
longitude  of  the    fhip  was    140"  15'  weft  from 
Paris.     But,  according.to  the  obfervations  made 
in  tht  fecond  voyage  of    Captain  Cook  *,  ths 

•  See  the  preceding  Note. 
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longitude  of  the  Ihip,  deduced  from  that  of  San 
Pedro,  ought  to  be  140°  29'  15" :  the  error  then 
was  only  fourteen  minutes  and  a  quarter  ;  that  is 
to  fay,  that  the  true  fituation  of  the  fliip  with  refpeft 
to  the  ifland,  was  ahead  of  that  in  which  (he  was 
fuppofed  to  be,  only  four  leagues  and  one  third  : 
^nd  the  iflands,  on  which  Captain  Marchand 
made  his  land-fall,  are  perceived  at  the  diilance  of 
eighteen  or  twenty  leagues.  It  is  even  probable 
that  if,  on  the  day  of  his  making  the  land,  the 
weather  had  been  fuitable  for  lunar  obfervations, 
the  error  would  have  been  lefs,  or  at  leafl  might 
have  been  fo  ;  for  he  was  obliged  to  fuppofe  that, 
in  the  interval  from  the  loth  to  the  12th  the  ve- 
locity and  the  effed  of  the  currents  had  been  the 
fame  as  during  the  days  which  had  preceded  the 
obfervations  of  the  loth  ;  and  it  is  proved,  by  the 
error  difcovered  on  making  the  land,  that  this  ve^ 
lo^ity  and  this  effe&,  had  been  greater  than  th« 
preceding,  io  the  proportion  of  341V  to  264  *. 

In  order  to  ihew  at  prefent  what  would  have 
been  the  error  in  longitude,  had  ignorance  compel- 
led Captain  Marchano  to  employ,'  in  the  di- 
rection of  his  courfe,  only  the  common  methods, 
and  the  dark  routine  of  pilotage,  it  will  be  fuffi- 
cient  to  report  here,  in  a  lump,  the  differences 
of  the  refults  of  the  dead  reckoning,  compared. 


•  See  at  the  end  of  the  Notes,  the  Table  of  the  effeS  of  the 
Currents,  &c.  from  the  8th  to  the  loth,  and  from  the  loth  toi 
the  1 2th  of  June  lypi* 
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in  the  courfe  of  the  paflage,   with   thofe  which 
were  deduced  from  obfervation.     The  fum  of  the 
partial  errors  of  the  reckoning  towards  the  eaft, 
or  ajlernoi  the  (hip,  was  8"*  41' ;  that  of  the  par- 
tial errors  towards  the  weft,  or  ahead  of  her,  was 
4"  13' :  therefore  the  fum  of  the  errors  in  either  di- 
rection,   after   a    voyage    which    employed  only 
feventy-three  days,  approaches  the  fum  of  13".     It 
is  true  that  the  relative  error,  with  which  the  dead 
reckoning  was  affefted  at  the  period  of  making  the 
land,  was  only  4"  28',  that  is  to  fay,  two  hundred 
and  fixty-two  miles,  or  eighty-feven  leagues,  ajlern 
of  the  true  fituation  of  the  (hip  ;  but  this  is  owing 
to  the  effeft    of    the  compenfations  which  took 
place  in  the  beginning  of  the  run  *  ;  and   who 
can  warrant  the  navigator  that  compenfations  will 
always   happen  ?     An  error  ajlern  of  the  fhip  is 
always   dangerous,  becaufe,   in  the  ferurity  with 
which  a  navigator  muft  be  infpired  by  fuppofmg 
the  land  at  a  great  diftance,  he  purfuts  his  courfe 
without   due  precaution,   without   being    on   his 
guard  againft  an  accident  wKich  he  thinks  he  has 
no  reafon  to  dread.    To  this'  fir  ft  danger,  com* 
mon  in  all  latitudes,  is  added  a  fecond,  peculiar 
to  the  regiopi  of  the  trade-winds,  which,  in  truth, 
does  not  involve  the  fafety  of  the  (hip,  but  may  oc- 
cafion  a  delay  very  prejudicial  to  the  fuccefs  of  an 
icxpedition  \   it  is  that  of  finding  himfelf,  when 
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he  comes  from  the  eaftward,  to  leeward  of  the 
i-flands  at  which  he  intends  to  touch,  and  of 
feeing  himfelf,  if  he  willies  to  regain  them,  forced 
to  confume,  in  repairing  his  fault,  a  time  which 
might  have  been  more  ufefully  employed. 

Captain  Marchand,  certain  of  his  fituation 
by  the  fight  oH  the  land,  fteered  for  the  Ifland 
of  San  Pi.DRo  which,  as  has  been  obferved,  bore 
diredly  wefl:  of  him  :  he  foon  perceived  Domi- 
nica and  vSanta  Christina  ;  and,  in  the  after- 
noon, he  difcovered,  twelve  leagues  to  the  north- 
V^efl:  one  quarter  north,  Hooq's  Ifland,  the  moft 
jiorthern  of  the  group. 

In  doubling  the  fouth  end  of  the  Ifland  of  San-- 
PcDRO,  the  water  fuddenly  flioaled  to  twelve  fa- 
thoms *,  rocky  ground  j  till  that  moment,  no 
bottom  had  been  found  with  a  line  of  thirty  fa- 
thoms. Captain  Marchand,  in  order  to  in- 
creafe  his  difl:ance  from  the  land,  immediately 
hauled  his  wind  to  flie  fouthward,  and  (landing 
in  that  diredion,  the  foundings  varied  from  ten  to 
eighteen  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of  the  fame 
quality.  At  three  quarters  paft  eleven  o'clock 
at  night,  he  was  three  leagues  and  two-thirds 
from  the  Ifland  of  San  Pedro,  when  the  water 

,  *  It  is  to  be  obferved  that  in  the  French  Marine,  a  fathon^ 
confifts  of  no  more  than  five  Paris  feet ;  a  Paris  foot  is  12,789 
Englifli  inches ;  but,  fince  the  adoption  of  the  new  French 
meafures,  the  term  metre  is  fubftituted  to  that  of  iriiffe.  The 
meter  is  to  the  Ytcnch  fat/jontt  as  1,624  to  i»^Trari/lator. 


J^ne  J  J 

deepen! 
dually 
rocky  j 
line  of 
torn.     ] 
at  two 
ings  at; 
from  th 
r>09A  Iflj 
Ifland  of 
Avhich  fe 

TINA,     ( 

rocks  oy 

accounts 

that  the  1 

Chanal 

Ifland  of  I 

fouth-foul 

riable  de 

La  Madv 

Captaii 

Captain  C 
the  Men 
affords  a 
two  othei 
weft  coaft 
More  to  t 

On  the 
V'as  detaci 


li 


Id 


deepened 


;r€ 


)ened 


Jane  1791.]         mabchand's  voyage.  43 

deepened  to  twenty  fathoms  :  the  foundings  gra- 
dually increaftd  to  twenty-fix  fathoms,  wiih  fllU 
rocky  ground  ;  and  at  a  quarter  pad  midnight,  a 
line  of  thirty  fathoms  would  not  reach  the  bot- 
tom. He  then  ftood  again  to  the  wefhvard ;  and 
at  two  o'clock  in  the  morning,  he  had  no  found- 
ings at  fixty  fathoms.  Captain  Cook,  who  came 
from  the  nortli-eaft  when  he  fell  in  with  the  IVLn- 
D09A  Iflands,  having  palfed  to  the  northward  of  the 
Ifland  of  San  Pedro,  and  entered  into  the  channel 
\vhich  feparates  Dominica  from  Santa  Chris- 
tina, could  not  have  met  with  the  reef  of 
rocks  oyer  which  the  Solide  pafled ;  and  the 
accounts  of  Mend  ana's  voyage  do  not  mention 
that  the  latter  had  any  knowledge  of  it.  Captain 
Chanal  is  of  opinion  that  this  Ihoal  begins  at  the 
Ifland  of  San  PiiDRo  itfelf,  that  it  runs  to  the 
fputh-fquth-eaft,  and  perhaps  extends  with  a  va- 
riable depth  of  water,  even  as  far  as  the  Ifland  of 
La  Madai^ena. 

Captain  Marchand's  intention  was  to  put  into 
Mendana's  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  where 
Captain  Co  ;K  anchored  in  1774,  when  he  made 
the  Mendo^a  Iflands  a  fecond  time,  and  which 
affords  a  better  anchorage  and  more  fhelt^r  than 
two  other  bays  fituated,  like  the  firft,  on  the 
wefl:  coaft  of  Santa  Christina,  but  a  little  - 
more  to  the  fouthward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th,  Captain  Chanal 
was  detached  in  a  boat  in  order  to  examine  the   { 
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coaft,  and  find  out  the  entrance  of  La  Madre  dk 
Dios  ;  he  foon  difcovered  it,  and  made  the  fignal 
for  it  to  the  fliip.  While  he  was  employed  in 
founding  it,  fevcral  natives,  who  had  left  the  north 
cove,  fome  in  canoes,  others  fwimming,  manife{tcd 
by  their  mirthful  fiiiging,  the  pleafnre  which  they 
felt  at  the  arrival  of  the  Grangers.  He  remarked 
a  large  double  canoe,  carrying  dglueen  or  twenty 
men,  among  whom  two  or  thice  pcrfons,  who 
appeared  of  more  conTcquencc  than  the  reft,  al- 
though they  were  diflinguifhed  by  no  particular 
ornament,  blew  a  conch*,  while  the  rell  of  the 
party  fang  and  beat  time,  either  by  clapping  their 
hands,  or  by  ftriking  the  palm  of  the  right  hand 
on  the  elbow  of  the  left  arm  which  was  crofled  over 
the  breaft.  They  foon  fliewed  that  they  knew  what 
want  had  brought  the  ftrangers  into  their  bay  ;  they 
pointed,  on  one  fide,  to  the  rivulet  which  empties 
itfelf  into  the  north  cove,  and  on  the  other,  to  the 
fpring  which  ifTues  from  the  rock  fituated  between 
the  two  coves :  fome  of  them  even  brought  frefh 
water  in  calabaihes.  Several  women  and  young 
girls,  grouped  on  the  fhore,  embellifhed  the  fcene  ; 
and  the  men  who  furrounded  the  boat  informed 
our  failors,  by  figns  which  were  by  no  means  equi- 
vocal, that  the  ladies  were  at  their  fervice }  while 

•  This  conch  nearly  refembles  the  Strombus  lambtt,  which, 
according  to  Father  Labat^  is  a  fpecies  of  fnail  of  the  feas  of 
America^  that  is  fold  very  dear  in  that  country,  bccaufe  it  ferves 
as  a  hunting  horn  to  feveral  favage  nations. 
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the  belles  themfelves,  by  expreflive  looks  and  at- 
traftive  geftures,  that  language  of  all  countries, 
confirmed  with  eagernefs  the  offer  which  the  men 
made  of  their  perfons. 

Captain  Cmanal  diftributcd  to  fuch  of  the  na- 
tives as  were  following  the  boat,  fome  of  thofe  co- 
loured glafs-beads,  of  which  the  iflanders  are  fo 
defirous  for  the  puvpofe  of  adorning  themfelves ; 
and  the  latter,  in  return,  oflercd  him  cocoa-nuts, 
bread-fruit,  and  fifh,  which  were  paid  for  in  nails. 
The  traffic  was  carried  on  honeflly  and  fairly  ;  and 
for  this  once,  without  the  precedent  being  obfervcd 
in  the  fequel,  the  natives  made  no  attempt  to  pilfer 
what  was  not  offered  them.  They  had  hoped  that 
the  boat's  crew  would  land;  and  when, they  faw 
their  expeftation  was  not  accompliflied,  they  ex- 
prelTed  their  diffatisfadion  :  but  as  foon  as  they 
were  given  to  underftand  that  the  fhip  was  going 
to  be  brought  into  the  bay,  the  burft  of  their  joy, 
which  was  manifeded  anew,  was  an  aObrance  that 
our  navigators  might  rely  on  their  peaceable  and 
friendly  difpofition. 

The  SoLiDE  had  not  yet  reached  the  bay,  when 
a  flotilla  of  canoes,  loaded  with  natives  of  both 
fexes,  fome  from  La  Madre  de  Dios,  others  from 
bays  more  to  the  fouthward,  fome  even  from  the 
Ifland  of  Dominica,  whence  the  fhip  had  been 
perceived,  haflened  with  all  fpeed  to  meet  her. 
One  of  their  old  men,  after  having  pronounced  an 
harangue  which,  as  may  well  be  imagined,  was  un- 
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derftood  by  no  one,  tied  to  the  main  rigging  a  piece 
of  white  cloth  ;  it  was  the  olive  branch  :  they  then 
tied  with  each  other  in  crying  "  Tiiyo!  Tayoi** 
(friend  !  friend  !)  and  the  crew  of  the  Solide  re- 
peated in  chorus  "  Tayo!  Tayoi"  Captain  Mar- 
CHAND  caufed  to  be  diflributed  to  the  iflander:; 
fome  European  toys,  among  which  looking-glafles 
appeared  principally  to  fix  their  attention,  and  excite 
their  aflonilhment,  as  if  they  had  never  feen  any 
before ;  however,  it  is  probable  that  they  had  re- 
ceived fome  from  Captain  Cook,  and  perhaps  at  a 
more  remote  period  from  Mlndana  ;  and  if,  as 
maybe  fuppoled,  time  had  effaced  the  recollection, 
of  the  vifit  of  the  S})aniards,  that  of  the  Englifh  was 
too  recent  for  fome  trace  of  it  not  to  be  left  in 
their  memory.  The  crowd  of  them  foon  in- 
creafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  it  was  no  longer 
poflible  to  work  the  (hip  :  they  were  folicited  to 
return  to  their  canoes  -,  to  this  they  confented 
with  a  good  grace ;  and  the  fun  had  no  fooner 
defcended  belovi^  the  horizon,  than  they  fet 
off  to  regain  refpe(5tively  their  iflands,  according 
to  the  general  cuftom  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  whom  the  fight,  even  of  an  ob- 
jcft  fo  extraordinary  to  them  as  an  European  fhip, 
cannot  induce  to  remain  during  the  night  at  a 
diftance  from  their  habitations. 

Surgeon  Roblet  remarked,  during  the  Bo- 
lide's (lay  in  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios, 
that,  among  the  canoes  of  different  iflands  which 
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came  to  traffic  with  the  (hip,  and  each  of  vvhch 
returned,  every  evening,  to  its  refpetlive  ifland, 
one  or  two  always  directed  their  courfe  tovvardij 
a  point  of  the  horizon  where  hitherto  navigators 
linow  of  no  land. 

The  wind  was  very  faint  during  the  day  of  the 
13th,  and  fo  variable,  that  the  fhip  could  not 
reach  the  anchorage  before  night :  the  currents  fet 
a  little  to  the  weftward ;  and  Captain  Mar- 
CHAND,  to  prcfcrve  his  fituation,  worked  to  wind- 
ward between  Santa  Christina  and  La  Domi- 
nica. The  next  morning,  the  14th,  with  a 
fteady  breeze  from  the  north-north-eaft,  he 
crowded  fail  for  the  Bay  of  I.a  Madre  d£  Digs  ; 
and  at  eight  o'clock  the  Soj.ide  came  to  an  an- 
chor there  in  thirty  fathoms  water,  over  an  excel- 
lent bottom. 

Scarcely  had  the  fliip  made  her  appearance  at 
the  opening  of  the  bay,  when  {he  was  at  once 
furrounded  by  upwards  of  five  hundred  natives, 
in  canoes  :  their  number,  which  was  increafing 
every  moment  from  the  arrival  of  thofe  who  came 
from  La  Dominica,  might  have  occafioned  feme 
alarm  ;  but  their  difpofitions  did  not  appear  hoflile ; 
they  wilhed  only  to  traffic  j  they  brought  fruits, 
and  offered  their  women.  Captain  March  and 
refufed,  for  the  moment,  to  admit  them  on 
board ;  he  kept  them  in  their  canoes  till  the  veiTel 
was  brought  to  an  anchor.  In  the  mean  time  lie 
gave  orders  for  their  being  watched,  to  prevent 
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them  from  concealing  any  thing  that  they  mighf 
take  away  :  it  is  not  poflible  to  imagine  with  what 
dexterity,  in  the  twinkling  of  an  eye,  and  without 
any  other  tool  than  their  fingers,  they  contrived  to 
detach  from  the  fliip  pieces  of  iron  or  copper,  for 
the  loofening  of  which  an  European  would  have 
been  obliged  to  employ  an  inftrument.  But,  as 
the  thefts  were  increafmg,  he  judged  that  it  wis 
prudent  to  counterad  in  time  every  enterprife  of 
this  kind;  and,  with  a  view  of  frightening  or  inti- 
midating  the  iilanders,  he  ordered  a  one  pounder 
to  be  fired  with  powder.  The  explofion  neither 
appeared  to  alarm,  nor  even  to  aftonifti  them; 
but  thinking  that  it  was  meant  only  to  keep  them 
from  alongfide,  they  began  to  grow  infolent,  and 
committed  feveral  thefts  with  more  audacity  thaa 
they  had  hitherto  manifefted.  A  fhot  from  a  four 
pounder,  which  was  made  to  whiz  over  their 
heads,  and  which  was,  direfted  againfl  the  rocks 
of  the  coaft,  feemed,  however,  to  infpire  them 
with  fome  terror,  and,  for  a  few  moments,  fuf- 
pended  every  movement  on  their  part.  But  pre- 
fently,  having  recovered  from  their  fright,  they 
threw  on  board  cocoa-nut  fliells,  bread-fruit,  and 
fticks,  by  which  fome  pcrfons  belonging  to  the 
crew  were  hurt :  they  brandifhed  their  lances  and 
ftruck  the  point  of  them  againft  the  (hip,  as  a 
defiance  for  battle  :  fome  endeavoured  to  remove 
the  leaden  pump  afS.^ed  to  the  (lem :  others  car- 
ried 
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ried  their  boldnefs  fo  far  as  to  attempt  to  fnatch 
away  a  mufket  from  one  of  the  men  who  were 
charged  with  the  defence  of  the  boats  which  had 
been  hoifled  out.  It  was  remarked  that  the  moil 
turbulent  and  moft  active  were  thofe  in  the  canoes 
which  had  come  from  La  Dominica  ;  the  natives 
of  Santa  Christina  did  not  oppofe  thefe  ex- 
ceifes;  but  they  did  not  appear  to  take  part  in 
them*.  A  commander  lefs  prudent  and  lefs  hu- 
mane than  Captain  Marchand,  world  perhaps 
have  thought  that  it  was  becoming  thtr  dignity  .of 
an  European,  in  order  to  punifh  audacity  and 
avenge  infult,  to  make  ufe  of  the  fuperiority  of  his 
arms :  cpnfidering  them  only  as  children  who 
wifhedto  fight  with  men,  he  contented  himfelfwith 
caufmg  all  the  (hip's  company  to  appear  armed, 
and  merely  ordered  two  mufkets  to  be  fired  over 
the  head  of  the  moft  audacious,  but  in  fuch  a  man- 
ner that  they  could  hear  the  whizzing  of  the  ball, 
and  yet  that  none  of  them  fhould  be  hurt.  This 
difplay  of  war,  thefe  firfl:  reports  of  a  weapon  with 
the  irrefillible  power  of  which  the  Europeans  had 
already  made  them  acquainted,  proved  to  them 
that  it  was  refolved  to  check  them  by  force  ;  and 
this  threat,  without  effufion  of  blood,  was  fyfficient 
for  re-eftabli(hing  order  and  harmony.  The  crew 
had  merely  to  take  precautions  againft  petty  thefts^ 
but  when  the  article  flolen  was  claimed,  the  thief 
rellored  it  without  refidance,  often  even  laughing. 


*  Obfervatlons  of  Roblet, 
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as  if  the  theft  had  feemed  to  him  only  a  waggifh 
trick,  ■■:'.:=  •'-'■■  ■  ■   ^:"-  '  '■■  ■"!■>  ': 

As  foon  as  the  fafety  of  the  fliip  was  provided  for, 
and  flie  was  fecurely  moored,  permiflion  was  given 
to  the  iflanders  to  come  on  board  j  and  the  traffic 
began.  By  this  means  there  was  procured  a  con- 
fiderable  quantity  of  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  bread- 
fruit, and  fifii,  as  well  as  various  little  articles 
and  implements,  together  with  arms,  cloths,  and 
ornaments  in  ufe  among  the  natives.      "        ': 

But  while  this  traffic  for  provifions  occupied  the 
captain  and  the  officers,  a  contraband  trade  was 
introduced  on  board.  Perhaps,  for  the  honour 
of  the  navigators  whom  Europe  fends  into  thefe 
diftant  countries,  we  ought  to  fupprefs  the  account 
of  certain  incidents  of  their  voyages,  over  which 
the  philofopher  mourns,  and  from  which  he  would 
wifli  to  turn  away  his  eyes  :  but  hiftory  feizes  on 
them  J  to  her  belong  the  weakneffes  of  human  na- 
ture ;  (he  muft  pain"  man  with  his  vices  and  his 
virtues ;  and  if  (he  were  defirous  of  prefenting 
none  of  liis  inclinations  and  anions  but  fnch  as 
deferve  praife,  (he  would  frequently  be  reduced 
•to  filence.  .  "• ..  v---  .')  u      :,  :   w;  /<?  •;  ■ 

Among  the  iflanders  brought  by  the  canoes  from 
Santa  Christina  and  La  Dominica,  was  a 
pretty  confiderable  number  of  women  and  young 
girls  :  the  greater  part  were  remarkable  for  their 
youth  and  beauty.  Their  looks,  their  geftures 
and  repeated  allurements,  left  no  doubt  of  the 
■^  I  motive 
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motive  of  their  viflt ;  and  the  men  who  accompa- 
nied  them,  vied  with  each  other  in  their  eagernefs 
to  ferve  them  as  interpreters^  and  to  make  a  ten- 
der of  them  to  their  entertainers.  The  ladies  were 
admitted  on  board,  and  were  welcomed  by  fome 
young  feamen  of  the  fouthern  provinces  of  France, 

whofe  fenfes  (ix  months  of  fatigues  had  not  been 
able  (o  deaden.  At  fit  (I  fight,  negotiations  were 
begun  ;  and  the  contrafting  parties  not  oppofing 
to  each  other  any  dilatory  or  evafive  claufes,  they 
prefently  flew  down  between   decks  to  conclude 

the  treaty Let  us  throw  a  thick  veil  over 

what  is  pafling.  I  (hall  only  fay  that,  on  the  ap- 
proach  of  night,  the  young  MEND09A  belles  were 
feen  to  re-appear  on  deck,  loaded  with  nails,  fmall 
looking-glafles,  little  knives,  coloured  glafs-beads, 
ribbands,  bits  of  cloth,  and  other  produdions  af 
our  arts,  which  they  had  bartered  for  the  only 
commercial  article  that  they  had  at  their  difpofal. 
Often,  in  the  fequel,  they  introduced  lefs  myftery 
into  their  traffic;  they  have  been  feen,  without  any 
other  clothing  than  that  of  nature,  to  climb  to  the 
mafl:head  by  the  ratlings,  with  an  agility  which  the 
young  failors,  who  haftened  to  follow  them,  could 
fcarcely  equal ;  and,  more  than  once,  the  tarry 
top*  was  transformed  into  a  temple  of  Gnidus, 

•  A  top  18  a  fort  of  platform,  fiirrounding  the  lower  maft- 
head,  from  wliich  it  projcdlson  all  fides,  like  a  fort  of  fcaffold. 
The  principal  Intention  of  the  top  is  to  extend  '.he  topmall 
flirouds,  fo  as  to  form  a  greater  angle  with  the  mad,  and 
thereby  give  additional  fupport  to  the  latter.  —  Trati/lutor. 
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At  other  times,  when  their  too  great  numbers 
embarraffed  the  interior  duty  of  the  Ihip,  or  when 
their  flay  on  board  being  too  much  protraded,  they 
were  compelled  to  withdraw,  they  jumped  over- 
board from  the  gangway,  and  fwam,  vying  with  the 
Iharks  in  (kill  and  agility ;  but,  like  real  Syrens, 

they  did  not  go  away  from  the  (hip;  they  performed 
a  thoufand  evolutions  in  fight  of  her,  (hewing  them- 
felves  under  every  form  ;  and  perceiving,  without 
di(ficulty,  that  this  manoeuvring  infinitely  delighted 
our  feamen,  they  willingly  confented  to  favour 
them  with  feveral  reprefentations  of  that  nature : 
this  was  giving  them  earneft  for  the  next  day ; 
this  was  realizing  under  their  eyes  that  charming 
pi£lure  of  the  birth  of  Venus,  where  the  pencil  of 
Boucher  has  reprefented  the  young  Nereids  fport- 
ing  on  the  waves  round  the  conch  which  bears 
the  goddefs.  And  what  could  not  the  art  of  thefc 
Syrens  effed  on  the  young  feaman  who  is  not  an 
Ulysses  !  *  '       .,    .  .  ..    ^•.-    .■ 

After  every  precaution  had  been  taken  on  board 
againft  a  furprife,  for  which  it  is  always  prudent 
to  be  prepared,  on  the  part  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  even  of  thofe  of  whom  it  (hould 
feem  that  lefs  miftruH  is  to  be  entertained,  Cap- 
tains Marchand  and  Chanai-,  with  a  detach- 
ment of  eight  rnen  armed,  went  on  (hore.  A 
multitude  of  iflanders,  of  both  fexes,  who  were 
aiiembled  on  the  beach  of  the  north  cove,  where 
ilic  boat  lauded,  received  them  with  every  demon- 
"*'        '  flration 
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(Iration  of  joy.  An  old  man,  whom  they  pre- 
fumed  to  be  one  of  the  chiefs  of  the  diftrift,  very 
gravely  and  repeatedly  rubbed  his  ncfe  againft 
theirs ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  among  fome  of 
the  tribes  in  the  iflands  fituated  in  the  Great 
Ocean,  this  fign  of  good-will,  which  at  firft  ap- 
pears to  us  extraordinary,  and  which,  however,  is 
only  the  diminutive  of  applying  one*s  cheek  againd 
that  of  another  perfon,  is  the  fign  employed  to 
falute  thofc  who  are  acknowledged  as  friends  j  it 
is  the  fraternal  embrace. 

After  this  firfl:  reception,  which  announced  the 
mod  friendly  difpofitions,  the  natives  who  forefaw 
the  want  of  the  ftrangers  and  the  obje£l  of  their 
vifit,  haftened  to  point  out  to  them  the  rivulet 
which  runs  in  the  north  valley,  whofe  water  is  ex- 
cellent,  and  the  accefs  to  it  from  the  fea  remark- 
ably eafy.  They  afterwards  conduced  them  to 
an  area  enclofed  by  ftone- walls  four  or  five  feet 
in  height.  A  few  men  only,  no  doubt  of  a  fupe- 
rior  clafs,  were  admitted  into  this  enclofure  :  the 
women  were  excluded  from  it,  and  remained 
without  with' the  crowd.  The  ftrangers  were  in- 
vited to  fit  down  under  a  large  tree,  the  foliag<;  of 
which  (haded  the  enclofure,  and  piotefted  it  from 
tLe  heat  of  the  fun  :  the  natives  then  prefentcd 
to  them  a  man  of  lov/  (lature,  of  a  very  advanced 
age,  to  whom  they  gave  the  title  of  0/;vow/>,  which 
was  thought  likely  to  be  that  of  king  or  chief, 
becaufe  the  iflanders,  v  ho  had  -A  fir  ft  difcovered 
<   .  E  3  that 
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that  Captain  Marchand  was  the  commander  or 
the  chief  of  the  (Irangers,  alike   applied  to  him, 

the  name  of  Othuh,    This  littl«i  old  man  had  a 

very  wretched  look;  and,   far  from  having  that 

aifurance  which  authority  gives,  he  was  all  in  a 

tremor :  he  was  diftinguiflied  by  no  ornament ; 

and  our  navigators   could  not  be  perfuaded   that 

fo  pitiful  a  being  could  be  the  chief  of  the  didrid. 

However,  Captain  Marchand  offered  him  feme 

prefcnts   which   he  accepted.      Then  the  natives 

about  him,  his  Minifters  perhaps  caufed  him  to  fit 

down  between  the  two  French  captains ;  prefently 

four  hogs  were  fuccefllvely  brought ;  and  each  of 

thofe  who  carried  one,   after  having  pronounced 

a  harangue,  depofited  his  offering  at  the  feet  of 

the  Grangers.    Nails,   looking-glaifes,  and  glafs- 

beads,  were  diflributed  to  each  of  the  orators ; 

and  here  the  ceremony  concluded.      The  French 

returned  to  the  beach,  ftill  followed  by  a  numerous 

crowd,  conipofeJ  of  individuals  of  both  fexes,  fmg- 

ing   and    inceflantly  repeating,    "  Tayo !  Tayo  .'** 

The  Tayos,  Tayos  as  they  were,  found  means  to 

(leal    Captain  Marchand's    handkerchief    and 

fftuft"  I  Dx  J  but  as  he  did  not  wifli  to  difturb  the 

joy  c    this  day,  he  feemed  not  to  have  perceived 

his  lofs.     We  may  be  confirmed  in  the  opinion 

that,  if  theft,  among  the  nations  difTeminated  in  the 

illands  fituated  in  the  Great  Ocean  between  the 

tropics,  be  the  efFed  of  an  irrefiftible  pafTion,  a  fort 

of  want  of  nature,  excited   by  th^  fight  of  new 

I        ,  objefts, 
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objects,  they  feem  to  attach  no  importance  to  this 
adion  ;  for  the  natives  of  La  Madre  de  Dios 
were  feen  to  wear  hanging  to  their  neck,  in  pre- 
fence  of  the  French,  the  articles  which  they  had 
ftolen  from  them  the  day  before,  or  even  that  very 
morning. 

I  obferve  that  neither  Captain  Cook,  nor  McflT. 
FosTE'R,  in  the  accounts  which  ihey  have  fepa»» 
rately  given  of  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina, 
make  mention  either  of  this  enclofure  walled  in  with 
ftone,  or  of  this  ceremony  of  reception,  reported  by 
Captain  Chanal  :  perhaps,  the  edifice  has  been 
conftruded  in  the  interval  of  the  feventeen  years 
which  have  elapftd  between  the  voyage  of  the 
jEnglifli  and  that  of  the  French. 

I  obferve  too,  that  neither  of  them  have  fpoken 
of  a  fort  of  temple  that  Figueroa,  in  his  account 
of  Menoana's  voyage,  iu  1595,  calls  Oracuio, 
(oracle,  oratory,  temple,)  which,  at  that  period, 
ftood  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the  habitations  of 
the  north  cove,  where  the  fhips  of  the  three 
nations  lay.  Two  centuries  may  have  fufficed  for 
the  de'lrudion  of  (his  moiiument :  but  they  have 
not  aflected  the  defcription  which  Figueroa  has 
given  of  it  from  the  report  of  f)uiRos,  firft  pilot 
to  Mendana,  and  which  he  has  preferved  to  us 
in  his  Hi/lory  of  the  noble  Deeds  o/D.  Garcia  df. 
Mendoca,  furth  Marquis  of  Cane  i  k  *. 

'•'See   IL-chosjk  Don   Ga  da    IL.nal.   d,   MaJosa,  qairt'} 
Mm-qur^  .-k  Canrtf.     Pur  el  Dr   ^^'.'r^^vwf/ .9./..n-  ,h' Fl^nn-ru.,. 
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"  Not  far  from  the  hamlet,"  fays  he,  "  is  an 
craculo,  furrounded  by  a  pallifade  which  leaves  an 
opening  on  the  wedern  fide;  and,  in  the  middle 
of  this  enclofure,  ftands  a  houfe  whofe  entrance 
faces  the  north.  In  it  we  faw  fome  wooden  figures 
rudely  carved,  before  which  various  eatables 
were  placed  in  the  manner  of  an  offering :  we 
particularly  remarked  a  dead  hog  of  which  the 
Spaniards  took  pofl'effion ;  and  as  they  were  pre- 
paring to  fall  on  the  other  provifions,  the  natives 
flopped  them,  at  the  fame  time  giving  them  to 
underfland  that  this  place  and  every  thing  it  con- 
tained,  were  objefts  of  their  veneration.'* 

I  fhould  be  almofl  inclined  to  think  that  this 
oraculo  of  which  Figueroa  gives  a  defcription, 
was  the  burial-place  of  fome  chief  of  the  country,  a 
Morai  *,  in  the  language  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
tropics.  The  cuftom  of  placing  provifions  near  the 
dead,  to  anticipate  wants  which  they  cannot  have, 
has  been  almofl:  univerfal,  as  it  is  of  great  antiquity  ; 
and  in  our  Europe,  fo  cifilized,  among  nations 
even  where  reafon  more  advanced,  and  philofophy, 
have  fooneft  done  away  ancient  prejudices,  do  we 
not  fee,  in  the  eighteenth  century,  a  table  ferved 
fumptuoufly  in  the  blazing  chapel  where,  re- 
prelenting  life,  and,  as  it  were,  furviving  them- 
felves,  princes,  embalmed  and  clothed  with  the 
marks  of  power,  lie  ftretched  out  on  their  beds  of 
ftate  ? 

*  Morai,  according  to  the  orthograpliy  of  Cook  ;  Mara)', 
according  to  that  of  C.  ForJIer. 

'   -  J       Captain 
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Captain  Marchand  had  employed  the  day  of 
the  14th  in  acquiring  Ibme  general  notions  of  the 
country,  and  in  making  acquaintance  with  his 
hofls.    On  the   15th,  very  early  in  the  morning, 

the  natives  of  both  fexes  came  in  crowds  to  the 
ihip,  and  traffic  was  refumed  :  the  men  were  not 
allowed  tg  come  on  board  j  the  women  only  were 
admitted  •,  and  they  behaved  very  honeftly,  it  is 
faid  in  the  Journal  j  for  they  did  not  pilfer. 

The  long-boat  was  manned  in  order  to  go  to  the 
watering-place,  and  fill  the  empty  cafkf.  under  the 
proteQion  of  a  detachment  of  eight  men  :  Captain 
CiiANAL,  who  commanded  her,  was  accompanied 
by  Lieutenants  Infernet  and  Louis  Mar- 
chand, the  Captain's  brother.  The  natives  were 
eager  to  aflift  the  French  in  this  fervice,  and  re- 
ferved  for  themfelves  the  mofl:  laborious  part  of 
the  duty.  The  concourfe  of  fpedatcrs,  attracted 
by  curiofity,  fometimes  incommoded  the  vvaterers ; 
but,  on  the  fmalleft  fign  that  was  made  to  them, 
they  drew  back  without  manifefling  any  ill-hu- 
mour.  An  accident  had  like  to  have  difturbcd 
this  good  underftanding  ;  a  failor  flationed  as  a  fen- 
tinel,  and,  for  want  of  other  employment,  playing 
with  a  blunderbufs  with  which  he  was  armed,  it 
went  off  unexpeQedly ;  the  ball  flew  into  the 
midfl:  of  a  numerous  group  of  iflanders  who  were 
quietly  repofing  under  the  fliade  of  a  large  tree, 
and  ftruck  a  young  man  in  the  arm.  It  might  be 
apprehended  that  this  event  would  draw  on  the 
'       "  detachment 
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detachment  the  vengeance  of  the  natives ;  but  it 
appeared  to  have  infpired  them  only  with  fright : 
fome  of  them  haltened  to  prefent  to  Captain  Cha- 
NAL  green  boughs,  as  a  token  of  peace,  and  they 
mournfully  repeated  :  "  Tayo  !  Tayo  !**  He  con- 
trived, as  well  as  he  could,  to  make  them  under- 
ftand  that  the  piece  went  oil'  by  accident,  and  that 
there  was  no  intention  of  doing  them  any  injury  : 
fometimes  they  appeared  to  comprehend  what  was 
meant  to  be  laid  to  them,  and  feemed  convinced  ; 
but  yet  they  forrowfully  repeated :  "  Tayo  eto^ 
matte  eto  /"  (You  are  our  friends,  and  you  kill  us !) 
Signs  of  friendfiiip  were  laviflied  on  them,  pre- 
fents  were  dillributed  to  them ;  and  their  alarms 
were  quieted  :  the  bufinefs  of  watering  was  re- 
fumed,  and  they  voluntarily  continued  to  fliare  the 
fatigue  of  it  with  ftrangers  with  whom  they  had 
reafon  not  to  be  fatisfied. 

As  foon  as  the  long-boat  returned  on  board, 
Captain  Marc  hand,  informed  of  the  event, 
difpatched  another  boat  with  the  chief  fur- 
geon  of  the  Ihip,  Roblet,  in  order  to  afford 
the  iflander  who  had  been  ftruck  by  the  ball 
every  affiftance  that  might  depend  on  his  art. 
He  was  not  long  in  reaching  the  fliore.  On  his  ar- 
rival, Captain  Chanal  requefted  that  the  wound, 
ed  man  might  be  fent  for,  and  he  was  accordingly 
brought  to  them.  He  was  a  beardlefs  youth,  of  a 
mild  and  interefting  countenance.  He  prefented 
'    '■        '  himielf 
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himfelf  with  a  melancholy  air,  but  with  conRJence, 
although  he  might  have  imagined  that  lie  was  in 
the  midft  of  his  aflafllns.  The  natives  had  applied 
to  his  wound  a  mod  ingenious  drefling,  which 
proved  that  they  are  accuftomed  to  drefs  fradureu. 
The  furgeon  difcovered  that  the  ball  had  pierced 
the  fore-arm,  and  that  the  bone  was  broken.  The 
iflanders,  who  crowded  round  at  the  drefling  of 
the  wound,  paid  the  grcateft  attention  to  it,  and, 
contrary  to  their  cuflom,  kept  the  mod  pro- 
found filence.  After  the  operation,  the  young 
man  was  loaded  with  carefles  and  prefents  by  the 
French  ;  the  attentions  that  they  laviflied  on  him 
efledually  fupplied  the  place  of  reafons  which 
tould  not  be  well  underftood  ;  and  the  gratitude, 
which  was  manifefled  on  the  countenances  of  the 
natives,  proved  to  their  imprudent  vifitors  that  the 
fault  was  forgotten. 

The  long-boat  was  difpatched  again  the  next  day 
to  continue  the  fervice  at  the  watering-place,  and 
the  iflanders  lent  the  fame  afllftance  that  they  had 
afforded  the  day  before ;  while  traffic  was  con- 
tinued to  be  carried  on  in  the  fliip,  where  every 
thing  pafled  quietly. 

This  fame  day,  in  the  morning.  Captain  Mar- 
ch and  made  an  excurfion  into  the  interior  of 
the  country :  he  was  accompanied  by  a  fervant, 
and  fome  natives  had  officioufly  offered  to  ferve 
him  as  guides.  They  appeared  very  eager  to 
give  him  their  arm|  and  fupport  him  in  difllicult  or 
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ilippery  pafles ;  but,  after  having  penetrated  about 
a  mile  into  the  wood,  he  had  reafoa  to  fufpe^l 
that  his  guides  were  meditating  fome  mifchief,  and 
he  came  back  as  he  went.  From  that  moment, 
they  ceafed  to  offer  him  the  help  of  their  arn^s ; 
and  this  change  of  behaviour  could  not  but  add  to 
his  miflruft,  and  infpire  him  with  uneafmefs. 
Wiihing  to  quicken  his  pace,  he  made  a  flip}  one 
of  the  natives  feized  that  moment  to  fnatch  from 
him  his  mufket,  and  ran  off  as  fail  as  his  legs  could 
carry  him.  Captain  Mar^hand  began  purfuing 
him,  and  was  ot  the  point  of  running  his  fvvord 
into  the  fellow's  loins,  when  he  was  called  back  by 
the  cries  of  his  fervant :  five  or  fix  of  the  natives 
had  affaulted  the  latter,  [who  was  ftruggling  in 
order  to  oppofe  the  efforts  which  they  were  making 
to  ilrip  him.  The  arrival  of  the  Captain  made 
them  quit  their  hold  ;  but  it  was  not  without  carry, 
ing  off  in  their  flight  the  fervant's  hat,  and  a  l)ox 
which  he  had  under  his  arm.  At  the  moment,  a 
thoufand  cries  of  men,  women,  and  children  were 
heard  in  the  middle  of  the  wood.  On  arriving  at 
the  beach,  the  Captain  faw  that  the  alarm  was 
fpread ;  the  natives  were  flying  on  all  fides  :  and 
it  was  not  without  extreme  difficulty,  and  repea(ted 
marks  and  figns  of  friendfliip  and  peace,  that  he 
fucceeded  in  difpelling  their  fears,  and  preventing 
them  all  from  forfaking  the  fliore. 

Recalled  by  the  cries  which  the  echoes  carried  to 
a  diflance,  Surgeon  Roblet  who  had    been  to 

make 
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make  an  excurfion  to  another  part  of  the  ifland, 
haftened  to  return  to  the  beach  where  the  ihip'9 
boats  were  accu  domed  to  land.  It  turned  out 
that  he  had  not  been  moleded  in  his  tour,  which 
had  carried  him  to  a  pretty  coniiderable  diflance 
from  the  fea^fide ;  and  it  was  thought  that  he  was 
indebted  for  the  tranquillity  which  he  had  enjoyed 
in  his  excurfion,  to  one  of  the  iflanders  who  ap* 
peared  to  have  fome  afcendency  over  the  reft, 
and  had  chofen  to  accompany  him.  Captain 
Marchand  ^ave  this  chief  to  underftand  that  he 
was  abfolutely  determined  to  recover  the  muflcet 
which  had  been  taken  from  him  ;  and  he  promifed 
to  reward  the  iflander  amply,  if  he  brought  it  back 
to  him.  The  latter  fet  off  immediately ;  and  half 
an  hour  had  fcarcely  elapfed  when  he  re-appeared 
with  the  muiket :  (hewing  his  broken  club,  he 
wiflied  to  have  it  believed  that  it  had  been  fo 
broken  on  the  head  of  the  thief.  Captain  Mar- 
chand rewarded  him  as  he  had  promifed ;  but  he 
was  not  convinced  that,  in  order  to  caufe  the  ar- 
ticle ftolen  to  be  given' up,  the  chief  had  been 
obliged  to  employ  a  mean  fo  violent  as  that  to 
which  he  alTerted  he  had  had  recourfe.  The  Cap- 
tain, after  having  received  his  piece,  perceived  that 
the  rammer  was  wanting ;  he  explained  this  to 
the  chief  who  again  fet  off,  with  a  promife  of 
bringing  it  back.     The  party  did  not  wait  for  his 

return,  and  they  proceeded  towards  the  fhore  in 
V  order 
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order  to  regain  the  boat :  at  the  moment  when  they 
wtre  re-embarking,  the  fervant*s  hat  was  reftored. 

The  event  of  the  morning  did  not  prevent  the 
long-boat  from  being  fent  to  the  watering-place  in 
the  afternoon :  the  natives  fhewed  to  the  French 
the  fame  friendfhip,  the  fame  confidence ;  they 
continued  aflifling  them  to  fill  and  (hip  their  cafks, 
without  requiring  any  reconipenfe,  and  even  ap- 
peared very  grateful  for  the  little  prefents  which 
the  officer  of  the  vvatering-parly  chofe  to  make 
them,  and  which  they  did  not  feem  to  expeft.  .     » 

On  the  17th  and  i8th,  the  work  to  be  done  In 
the  hold,  and  the  repairs  of  the  fails  and  rigging, 
neceflary  for  putting  the  fhip  in  a  condition  to 
continue  the  voyage  without  touching  at  any  port 
till  Ihe  reached  the  north-wf.st  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, occupied  and  detained  every  one  on  board: 
no  boat  was  fent  on  fhore  ;  but  the  traffic  was  not 
interrupted  in  the  (hip,  whither  the  natives  re- 
paired as  ufual,  not  only  from  the  Bay  of  La  Ma- 
DRE  DE  Dios,  but  alfo  from  the  neighbouring 
bays,  and  even  from  the  Ifland  of  La  Dominica. 
Some  large  double  canoes  arrived  laden  with  the 
fruits  of  the  country ;  and  there  was  fuch  an 
abundance,  that  twelve  cocoa-nuts  were  obtained 
for  a  four-inch  nail.  But  the  provifions  which  our 
navigators  were  moft  defirous  to  procure,  hogs 
and  fowls,  were  not  comprifed  in  thefe  cargoes :  a 
folitary  hog  appeared  in  one  of  the  canoes,  yet  no 

offer 


June  1791.J 

oiFer  could  d 
In  order  to  i] 
was  decided  tl 
be  given  in  e 
knives,  and  oti 
for  fowls  and  h 
fowls ;  a  feebl( 
Although  th 
affiftance  of  ev 
mined,  in  the  al 
on  fhore,  on   1 
whom  Captain 
reftitution  of  hi; 
young  man  whc 
ftood  in  need 
With  nofmall 
and  a  few  fowls 
knives,  and  loo) 
wondered  at  th; 
cured,  as  the  /] 
known  that,  in 
ficked  for  a  vei 
cility ;  and  as  n 
the  vicinity  of 
bitants  refufed  to 
While  the  bo 
caflcs,  a  party  w 
an  excellent  wati 
fmall  diftance  fr 
with  glafs-beads ; 


June  I79I']         marchand's  voyage.    '  v|^ 

offer  could  determine  the  owner  to  difpofe  of  it. 
In  order  to  induce  the  natives  to  bring  hogs,  it 
was  decided  that,  in  future,  glafs-beads  only  fhould 
be  given  in  exchange  for  fruits ;  and  that  nails, 
knives,  and  other  goods  (hould  not  be  granted  but 
for /owls  and  hogs.  This  refolution  procured  two 
fowls  ;  a  feeble  refource  for  great  wants. 

Although  the  duty  on  board  the  (hip  required  the 
afliftance  of  every  one,  it  was  neverthelefs  deter- 
mined, in  the  afternoon  of  the  i8th,  to  fend  a  boat 
on  fhore,  on  the  report  which  the  iflander,  to 
whom  Captain  Marchand  was  indebted  for  the 
reditution  of  his  mufket,  came  to  make  that  the 
young  man  who  had  been  wounded  by  the  French, 
ftood  in  need  of  the  alTi  (lance  of  the  furgeon. 
With  no  fmall  difiiculty  were  obtained  two  hogs 
and  a  few  fowls,  which  were  paid  for  with  nails, 
knives,  and  looking-glaffes.  It  is  the  more  to  be 
wondered  at  that  hogs  were  fo  hard  to  be  pro- 
cured, as  the  fpecies  was  not  rare ;  as  it  was 
known  that,  in  1774,  Captain  Cook  had  traf- 
ficked for  a  very  confiderable  number  with  fa- 
cility ;  and  as  many  were  reckoned  in  the  huts  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  watering-place :  but  the  inha- 
bitants refufed  to  fell  them. 

While  the  boat's  crew  were  filling  the  water- 
cafks,  a  party  was  fent  to  gather  a  large  (lock  of 
an  excellent  water-crefs  which  was  growing  at  a 
fmall  didance  from  the  rivulet :  it  was  paid  for 
with  glafs-beads ;  and  the  natives  who  had  aflifled 
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the  crew  in  the  labour^  of  the  watering-place  were 
rewarded  in  the  fame  manner. 

The  impoflibility  of  procuring  In  the  Bay  of 
La  Madr£  de  Dios,  the  quantity  of  hogs  ne^ 
ceffary  for  the  fupply  of  the  (hip,  determined,  Cap. 
tain  March;\nd  to  vifit,  in  perfon,  the  bays  which 
are  fituated  more  to  the  fouthward  on  the  fame 
fide  of  the  ifland.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th 
he  went  in  his  boat,  with  Captains  Masse  and 
Chanal,  the  chief  furgeon  Roblet,  and  a  de- 
tachment of  men  .armed  ;  and  he  took  with  him 
one  of  the  natives  who  appeared  to  be  moll  at* 
'  tached  to  the  French. 

The  firft  bay  which  prefent3  itfelf  to  the  fouth- 
ward of  that  of  La  Maorb  de  Dios  appeared  not 
to  be  fit  for  landing  ;  they  did  not  flop  at  it :  the 
iflanders  named  it  AnApoho.  They  prefently 
reached  another  larger  bay  containing  two  coves, 
the  (hores  of  which  are  inhabited.  They  landed 
in  the  fouthern  cove,  where  fome  large  ftones, 
which  guard  the  beach,  and  againfl  which  the  fea 
breaks  with  confiderable  violence,  render  it  diffi- 
cult and  dangerous  to  debark ;  but,  on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Grangers,  the  natives  jumped  into 
the  water,  hadeaed  to  give  them  their  hand,  took 
them  on  their  (houlders,  carried  them  to  the  (hore, 
and  there  fet  them  down  amid  the  acclamiitions  of 
a  numerous  crowd  of  inhabitants  of  bOtH'  fexes 
eager  to  receive  them.  As  r<un  began  to  fall,  a 
chief,  venerable  from  his  age,  invited  the  ftrangers 

to 
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to  take  flielter  In  a  large  houfef  which  was  not  far 
diftant  from  the  fpot  where  they  had  landed ;  but^ 
as  two  men  only  had  remained  to  gyard  the  boat, 
they  preferred  (landing  under  a  large  tree  fituated 
near  the. fea,  whence  they  would  be  enabled  to  fee 
all  that  might  pafs  around  them.  In  lefs  than  an 
hour,  they  procured  twelve  hogs,  fix  of  which 
were  of  a  middling  fize,  fix  much  fmaller,  and 
four  fowls*  The  articles  which  the  natives  ac- 
cepted in  preference,  were  large  nails,  looking^ 
glafles,  and  knives ;  the  chief  himfelf  prefided  at 
the  traffic,  and  kept  his  eye  on  the  goods  which 
the  French  had  brought ;  and  not  an  iflander 
feemed  tempted  to  purloin  a  fingle  article.  The 
women,  and  the  young  girh  in  particular,  were 
not  forgotten  in  the  diftribution  of  the  prefeiAs : 
they  appeared  handfomer,  and  fiill  better  made,  i£ 
pofrible,<,than  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  did 
not  (hew  themfelves  more  coy,  and  were  not 
more  difficult  to  be  underflood.  It  was  remarket 
ed,  however,  that  the  inhabitants  of  this  bay,  of 
both  fexes,  were  more  difcreet,  more  refervcd 
than  thofe  of  the  former ;  but  perhaps  a  longer 
acquaintance  with  them  would  have  brought  them 
to  the  fame  degree  of  familiarity  which  had  fre<< 
quently  rendered  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  im* 
portunate  and  tirefome. 

When  the  traffic  was  concluded,  the  nativeis 
took  the  Grangers  on  their  backs  and  carried  them 
to  the  boat.    Captain  Marchano  gave  this  cove 
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thedeferved  name  of  Anse  des  Amis  (Friendly 
Cove) ;  the  iflanders  call  it  ApXtonee. 

From  this  cove,  they  went  to  the  north  cove, 
called  by  the  natives  AnAleevAho.  It  is  more 
thinly  inhabited  than  the  fourh  cove  ;  fome  large 
ftones  piled  up  on  the  beach,  and  wafiicd  by  the 
furf,  rendered  the  accefs  to  it  equally  difficult,  and 
it  was  not  without  fome  danger  that  the  captain 
and  his  parly  contrived  to  land.  They  were  re- 
ceived by  the  inhabitants  in  as  friendly  a  manner  as 
at  the  cove  before-mentioned}  but  they  could 
traffic  for  no  more  than  two  fmall  hogs :  a  large 
bafket  of  water-crefs  of  an  excellent  quality, 
which  they  gathered,  was  a  feeble  indemnification 
for  the  trouble  that  they  had  taken  in  landing  at 
this  cove.  A  ihpwer  of  rain  which  came  on  did 
not  allow  of  their  making  a  longer  flay  in  the  bay 
that  they  had  jufl:  vifited ;  but  they.had  reafon  to 
think  that,  but  for  this  circumfbnce,  they  would 
thence  have.brougjit  back  a  no  inconfiderable 
number  of  hogs  and  fowls.  The  vallies  and  hills 
which  furround  this  bay,  announce,  to  the  view, 
more  fertility,  more  richnefs,  than  the  environs  of 
La  Madre  d£  Dios  :  all  this  part  of  the  ifland 
prefents  agreeable  profpeds,  and  pi£lurefque  fitua- 
tions  on  which  the  eye  is  invited  to  dwell  and  re- 
pofes  with  pleafure. 

^,  Captain  CoQi^  had  reafon  to  be  equally  fatisfied 
yrith  the  cond]Li£t  of  the  nat^^  who  occupy  the 

i  f       parts 


June  1791.J 

parts  of  the 
Madre  de 
"  cxpeditio 
"  fouthwar« 
"  men :  at 
**  colleded  ( 
"  have  gott( 
"  ingly  oblij 
"  brought  d 
obfervation  oi 
from  that  oi 
who,  with  D] 
draughtfman, 
his  tour  to  th( 
given  by  Capi 
the  inhabitant 
compared   to, 

Mr.  FORSTBR 

ward  were  lej 
^ardf;  Cap( 
thought  the  coi 

ROBLET  is  CO 

"  cult,*'  fays  [ 

"  is  to  be  ren 

who  occupy 

**  pus  to  each  ( 

*  Cooi's  Secomi 
f  -^  f^oyage  to  t 
^^gi  FtttJUr.    X« 


June  1791.]        MARCHAMD*S  VOYAO^ 


4!J 


p&rts  of  the  iiland  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  La 
Madrb  oe  Dios.  "  I  made,*'  fays  he,  "  a  little 
**  expedition  in  my  boat  along  the  coaft  to  the 
**  fouthward,  accompanied  by  fome  of  the  gentle* 
<*  men :  at  the  different  places  we  touched  at,  we 
*<  coUeded  eighteen  pigs ;  and,  I  believe,  might 
**  have  gotten  more.  The  people  were  exceed- 
"  ingly  obliging  wherever  we  landed,  and  readily 
"  brought  down  whatever  we  defired  *."  An 
obfervation  of  Mr.  G.  Forster,  made,  no  doubt, 
from  that  of  Reinhold  Forster,  his  father^ 
who,  with  Dr.  Sparmann  and  Mr.  Hodges  the 
draughtfman,  had  accompanied  Captain  Cook  in 
his  tour  to  the  fouthward,  contradidfcs  the  account 
given  by  Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Chanal  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  fouth  part  of  the  ifland> 
compared  to  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios: 
Mr.  Forster  thought  that  fho/e  to  the  fouth' 
ward  were  left  referred  than  thofe  to  the  north, 
wardi'f  Captain  Cook  and  Captain  Chakai. 
thought  the  contrary ;  and  the  opinion  of  Surgeon 
RoBLET  is  conformable  to  theirs.  "  It  is  diffi- 
**  cult,"  fays  he,  "  to  explain  the  difference  that 
**  is  to  be  remarked  in  the  habits  of  the  natives 
"  who  occupy  two  portions  of  land  fo  contigu. 
"  pus  to  each  other,  and  who  mult  have  a  daily 

*  Cooi't  Second  f^oyagCf  410  Edition,  Vol.  I,  p.  303^ 
f  A  Vojagt  to  the  South  PoU  and  round  the  World.    B] 
George  Forjltr.    London.  1777-    410.     VoL  II.  p.  ^. 
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**  intercourfe :  but  it  is  certain  that  thofe  of  La 
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Mad  HE  DE  Dios  robbed  u&  from  the  very  out- 
"  fet,  and  that  thofe  of  the  bays  to  the  fouthward 
"  did  not  even  attempt  it ;  and  yet  feveral 
'*  among  them  had  come  to  the  former  bay 
during  our  (lay,  and  had  been  witncfles  of 
our  indulgence.  Among  the  latter,  we  found 
greater  facility  in  traffic ;  and,  befides,  the 
**'  fame  mildnefs  of  difpofition  that  diftinguiflies 
**  the  former ;  a  longer  intercourfe  would,  how* 
**  ever,  be  neceflfary  for  enabling  me  to  decide 
**  whether  this  charafteriftic  belongs  to  a  natural 
"  timidity,  or  whether  it  mud  be  attributed  to 
**  the  fear  which  would  check  malevolence.** 

It  was  to  the  fouthward  that  the  Englifli  met 
with  the  only  women  who  ofiered  themfelves  to 
their  view  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina; 
for,  at  La  Madre  de  Dios,  they  had  perceived 
none  except  an  old  woman  in  the  fouth  cove; 
and  in  one  df  their  botanizing  excurfions,  they 
had  only  had  a  glimpfe  of  a  young  girl  who  fled 
at  their  approach:  but  in  the  fouth  bay,  the 
women  prefented  themfelves  in  great  numbers ; 
and  they  were  not  lefs  lavifh  of  their  favours  than 
all  thofe  of  the  iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean. 

As  Captain  MARCHA^:D  intended  to  fail  again 
the  next  day,  the  2odi,  he  difpatched  a  boat  for 
the  lafl  time  in  order  to  replace  the  water  which 
had  been  expended  during  his  flay  tn  the  bay,  and 
embarked  in  it  himfelf  with  Captala^HANAL. 
■-      .  ■    •  '   '^^^"        But, 
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But,  inftead  of  landing  at  the  watering-place, 
they  put  on  ihore  at  the  fouth  cove' which  had 
not  yet  been  vifited ;  and  the  boat  was  ordered  to 
go  and  wait  for  them  at  the  mouth  of  the  rivulet 
in  the  north  cove.  They  faw  very  few  inhabitants 
in  this  part,  and  only  fome  deferted  huts  on  the 
ikirts  of  the  cove.  Although,  for  feveral  days, 
there  had  fallen  a  rather  confiderable  quantity  of 
rain,-  the  rivulet  was  dry.  They  purchafed  a  hog 
of  an  old  woman.  Some  inhabitants  of  the  north 
cove  came  to  the  fouth  cove,  and  joined  the 
French,  who,  under  their  guidance  and  with  their 
help,  wifiied  to  endeavour  to  clear  the  little  hill 
which  fep^rates  the  two  coves.  They  were  notiong 
in  perceiving  that  they  had  committed  a  great  im« 
prudence :  as  they  afcended  this  hill,  the  flope  of 
which  is  very  deep  *,  the  road  became  more  difE- 
cult;  prefently  they  were  obliged  to  enter  into 
narrow  paths,  on  the  fteep  edges  of  the  rock; 
which  the  rain  of  the  morning  had  rendered  ViMi|^ 
flippery.  The  afliftance  of  th^r  guides  became 
neceflary  to  them  ;  but  they  had  no  occafion  to 
folicit  it :  the  latter  were  eager  to  offer  them  a 
helpful  hand,  and  feveral  joined  to  fupport  them 
when  they  faw  them  in  a  painful  or  dangerous  fitu- 
ation.    Sufpended,  in  a  manner,  on  the  points  of 

*  An  Idea  may  be  formed  of  it  by  looking  9t  Piatt 
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rocks,  where  the  dexterity  of  their  guides  could 
alone  infure  their  doubtful  and  unfteady  fteps, 
they  were  abandoned  to  their  difcretion;  thefe 
guides  might,  in  all  fafety,  rob  them,  ftrip  them, 
and  leave  them  to  themfelves,  or,  on  the  fmalleft 
refiflance,  precipitate  them  from  the  top  of  the 
rock :  the  arms  of  the  two  (Irangers,  and  packets 
of  goods  for  traffic  which  they  carried  with  them, 
were  objects  very  capable  of  fuggefting  to  the 
iflanders  the  temptation  of  getting  poflfeifion  of 
them  (  their  number  infured  them  a  fuperiority, 
and  the  fituation,  impunity ;  but  we  owe  them  the 
juflice  to  fay,  that  they  never  a^jpeared  to  harbour 
any  idea  than  that  of  the  prefervation  of  their  vifit* 
ers }  and  our  countrymen  would  accufe  themfelves 
of  ingratitude,  if,  on  this  occafion,  they  entertained 
even  a  fufpicion^  Captain  Chanal  remarked 
with  fenfibiUty,  that  the  young  man  who  had  been 
fb  feverely  wounded  by  the  accidental  difcharge  of 
a  blunderbufsT,  and  whofe  wound  he  had  taken 
care  to  have  dreffed,  walked  i^bove  him,  and  feveral 
times,  in  embarrafling  fteps,  offered  him  the  fup^ 
port  of  the  only  arm  of  which  the  imprudence  of 
•«he  French  had  left  him  the  ufe.  And  thefe  are 
the  men  who,  in  1595,  the  Spaniards,  on  the 
flighteft  pretext,  purfued  into  their  retreats  in  the 
mountains,  and  (hot  like  wild  beafls  *.  After  a 
fppi^  I^bprioys  march,  opr  party  at  length  arrived 
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at  the  foot  of  the  hill  of  the  north  cove.  The 
fidelity  and  attention  of  the  natives  merited  a  re' 
compehft :  they  diflributed  among  them  all  the 
glafs>beads  and  other  trifles  with  which  they  were  . 
provided  :  every  one  appeared  fatisfied ;  and  they  t, 
all  parted  with  marks  of  friendHiip,  on  the  one 
fide,  and  of  gratitude,  on  the  other. 

The  fatigues  of  the  day  were  not  yet  at  ah  ehii. 
The  two  Captains  repaired  to  the  watering-place, 
in  order  to  expedite  the  filling  of  the  cafks  ;  but, 
although  the  inhabitants  of  the  cove  had,  as  ufual, 
executed  the  greater  part  of  the  labour,    night 
came  on  before  it  could  be   terminated.     Dark, 
nefs  favoured  the  fleating  of  two  barrels  hooped 
with  iron,   which   it  was  not  thought  proper  to 
claim.     The  fwell  was  rolling  in  with  violence  on 
the  beach ;  to  embark  had  become  impracticable, 
and  the  boat  was  ordered  to  take  in  the  oflScers  on 
the  edge  of  the  rocks  of  the  north  coaft,  where 
they  might  go  and  wait  for  her.     They  began 
their  march  in  order  to  proceed  to  the  place  of  ap« 
pointment.      The  tide  was  in ;   and,  in    pail^ng 
over  the  edges  of  the  rock,   the  water,    at  in> 
tervals,  reached  up  to  their  middle.    A  night,  ur- 
ufually  dark,  added  to  the  natural  obflacles  of  the 
road :  their  ileps  were  fo  infecure  on  uneven  and 
projeCling  points,  that  there  enfiied  fome  falls  and 
contufions.      While   they  were  thus    flruggling 
^inft  difiiculties,  they  heard,  towards  the  water- 
ing-place, the  report  of  a  piftol  j  but  the  boat  fooh 
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repaired  to  the  fpot  appointed  for  their  embarka- 
tion ;  and  they  learnt  that  the  natives  had  ts^^eu 
poifeflioiiof  a  caik  which  had  broken  adrift  from 
^he  boat ;  that  the  people  belonging  to  her  having 
come  to  takf  it  b^ck,  had  been  alTaulted  with 
ftones ;  that  then  they  had  fired  a  piftol  in  the  air, 
in  order  to  make  the  iflanders  relinquiih  their 
prize  ;  but  that  the  latter  had  not  been  at  all  ter- 
rified at  thf  report ;  and  that,  having  no  orders  to 
employ  force  againll  the  natives,  they  had  aban- 
doned  the  cafk  to  them.  The  officers  then  recol- 
leAed  that,  b^ing  in  a  great  hurry,  at  the  moment 
when  they  had  quitted  the  watering-place  to  pro- 
ceed to  the  rocks  on  the  north  coaft}  they  had 
forgot  to  reward  the  iflanders  who  had  ^^ffided 
in  the  labour;  and  they  concluded  that  the  latter 
had,  undoubtedly,  decided  that,  in  fuch^a  cafe, 
they  hadans^tural  ri^ht  to  pay  themfelves.    ><.. 

Thjes  weatlier  was  very  bad  during  the  whole 
lught.;  the,  wind}  variable  from  north-eaft  to 
north'Xiprth-weft,  and  accompanied  by  hard 
fqualls,  did  |iot  allow  of  getting  under  way  on 
the  morning  pf  thie  2pth,  as  Captain  Marci^ano 
had  int^ded.  This  fame  weather*  which  Qon-r 
tiiiued  the  whole  mprning,  detained  the .  natives 
on  fliore,  vid  there  came  but  a  very  fmall  number 
pn  board,  and  only  in  csuioes ;  iipne  Ve|ituring 
to  fwim  off  to  the  (hip.  An  illander  brought 
|Mck  one  of  the  barrels,  which  had  been  ftolen  the 
49y  ^of ^  i  1^?  ^^  rewarde4  with  s^  large  nail } 
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and  he  was  promifed  others,  if  he  brought  back  the 
remaining  barrel  and  the  hogfliead ;  but  he  was 
feen  no  more.  That  day,  were  purchafed  a  hog 
and  a  fowl,  and,  on  the  preceding  days,  fome  had 
been  obtained  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  north 
cove. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  breeze  fettled  at  north- 
eaH: :  and  although'  fome  ludden  fqualls  ftill  came 
off  the  hills  of  the  ifland,  every  thing  was  prepared 
for  getting  under  way.  The  young  MEND09A  fe- 
males, nothing  intimidated  by  the  violence  of  the 
wind  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  fea,  had  repaired  on 
board  in  canoes  ;  they  were  not  willing  to  lofe  a 
parting  kifs.  When  it  was  figniiied  to  them  that 
the  (hip  was  on  the  point  of  failing,  and  that  it 
was  time  they  ihould  leave  her,  grief  was  pour- 
trayed  on  every  face;  and  it  could  not  be  re- 
marked without  aftonifhment  and  without  interefl:, 
that  this  feparation  coft  tears  to  feveral  among 
them ;  may  they  never  have  caufe  to  reproach 
themfelves  with  having  been  too  partial  to  the 
French ! 

In  the  mean  tinie,  the  chief  who  had  recovered 
Captain  Marchand's  mulket,  brought  to  the  fhip 
one  of  the  biggeft  hogs  •  that  had  yet  been  feen : 
he  was  in  vain  urged  to  fell  it  for  fpike-nails,  large 
knives,  looking-glafles  and  handkerchiefs;  no* 
thing  could  tempt  him ;  he  abfolutely  infilled  on 
its  being  exchanged  for  one  of  the  cats  belonging 
\g  ^^  Slip  i  and,  Qn  this  being  refufed,  he  carried 

back 
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back  bis  hdg.  I  doubt  not  that  this  inteHigent 
chief  had  difcbv^red  that  the  cat  is  the  formidable 
tMtay  of  l!he  gteateft  enemy  to  man  in  the  Ifland 
of  Sakta  Christina  :  it  is  well  known  that  rats 
are  there  extremely  numerous,  and  devour  the  pro« 
dudions  of  the  earth. 

The  SoLiD£  took  up  her  anchors  in  the  night : 
and,  as  this  fervice  required  that  there  fliould  be 
lanterns  lighted  on  deck,  it  was  obferved  that,  du. 
ring  the  whole  time  (he  was  working  out  of  the 
bay,  and  the  lights  could  be  perceived  from  the 
ihore,  the  natives  paraded  with  lights  along  the 
beach. 

On  the  2 1  (I,  in  the  morning,  the  (hip  proceeded 
for  her  farther  deftination. 

But  before  we  follow  the  Solide  in  her  new  run, 
I  fliall  prefeiit  a  general  view  of  the  iflands  which 
fte  has  juft  quitted,  and  in  particular  of  that  of 
Santa  Christina,  the  only  one  whk:h,  fmce 
they  were  difcovered  by  the  Spaniards,  has  been 
vilited  by  Europeans.  The  circumftantial  know- 
ledge of  this  group  is  interefting  to  our  naviga- 
tors, and  particularly  to  thofe  who,  being  difpatch- 
ed  from  the  ports  of  Europe,  are  to  double  C^pe 
Horn,  and  afterwards  proceed  to  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America.  The  Society  Iflands, 
although  more  fertile,  yet  deferve  not  the  prefer- 
ence ;  to  touch  at  them,  in  this  cafe,  prefents  not 
the  fame  advantage  in  point  of  fituation  :  they  are 
placed  about  three  hundred  leagues  to  leeward  of 

the 
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the  former ;  aiid,  in  order  to  reach  them,  it  is  ne* 
ceflary,  for  the  fpace  of  two  hundred  leagues,  tc 
crofs  a  very  dangerous  Archipelago,  compofed  of 
iJQaods  even  with  the  water's  edge,  through  which 
it  is  impofllible  to  navigate  but  under  very  ^afy  fail 
during  the  night,  which,  aU  the  year  round,  i$ 
long,  and  without  twih'gM,  between  the  tropics  ; 
whereas,  from  Cape  HbRN  to  the  Mendo^a 
Iflands,  a  fiiip  does  not  ceafe  to  have  an  open 
iea,  which  allows  her  to  make  ufe  <>f  all  her  cahvafo 
in  the  dark  as  well  as  in  the  light.  To  put  into 
the  latter  iflands,  inftead  of  running  down  three 
hundred  leagues  to  leeward  to  touch  at  the  So- 
ciety Ifles,  when  a  veiTel  is  ultimately  bound 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  is  to 
ihorten  her  route  about  fix  hundred  leagues; 
it  is  to  abridge  by  a  month  the  duration  of  her 
voyage.  If  Captain  Cook  feems,  in  general,  to 
give  the  preference  to  the  Society  Iflands  over 
the  Makqjjesas,  in  cafe  of  the  neceflity  of  put* 
ting  into  fome  port,  it  is  not  011  account  of  their 
geographical  pofition,  nor  for  veflcls  which,  after 
having  doubled  Cape  Horn,  fliould  be  bound 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coait  of  America  ;  *'  But 
"  becaufe,"  fays  he,  **  1  found  Santa  Christ 
<*  TINA  was  not  likely  to  fupply  us,  on  any^ 
**  conditions,  with  fufficient  refrefhments,  fuch 
"  as  we  might  exped  to  find  at  the  Society 
"  Ifles,  nor  very  convenient  for  taking  in  wood 

**  and   water,    nor  for  giving  the  (hip  the    ne- 
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ceffary  repairs  fhe  wanted  *."     It  is  fecn,  how- 
ever, in  the  account  of  his  voyage,  that,  at  the 
time  when  he  vifited  Santa  Christina,  hogs 
,  were  very  plentiful  there }  that  he  procured,  with, 
out  the  leaft  difHcvJty,   a  great  number ;  and  he 
himfelf  admits  that  he  might  have  confiderably 
increafed  his  (lock,  had  he  chofen  to  remain  a  few 
days  longer  at  this  anchorage.    The  French  did 
not  by  any  means  perceive  the  fcarcity  of  fruit  of 
which  he  complains  :  perhaps  this  fpecies  of  pro- 
duflion  is  lefs  common  in  the  month  of  April,  the 
period  of  his  vifit,  than  in  the  month  of  June, 
the  period  of  theirs.     In  ihort,   we  can  fafely 
affirm   that  the  latter  experienced  no  difficulty  in 
procuring  wood  and  water.    It  is  true  that  the 
part  of  the  wed  coaft,  which  the  Englifli  and  the 
French  examined,  affords  no  fecure  flielter  for  giv- 
ing repairs  to  a  fhip ;  but  a  ihip  does  not  always 
ftand  in  need  of  repairs.     I  obferve,  befides,  that 
the  liland  of  Santa  Christina  is  the  only  one 
which  has  been  hitherto  vifited ;  and  that  it  is  not 
proved  that  La  Dominica,   the  mod  confider- 
able  of  the  M£ndo9A  Iflands,  which  was  recon- 
noitred only  in  failing  pad  it,  and  merely  on  the 
fbuth  fide,  might  not,  in  its  great  circumference, 
afford  fome  place  where  it  would  be  poffible  to 
provide   for   repairs    requiring  the   flielter    and 
tranquillity  of  a  harbour.    I  admit,  however,  that 

♦  Cooi's  Second  Vojagtt  VoL  I,  Page  304, 
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there  are  very  little  hopes  of  finding  harbours, 
fit  for  giving  repairs  to  a  fhip,  in  the  circumference 
of  the  lofty  iflands  whofe  coads  are  fleep-to  ;  un- 
lefs,  like  the  greater  part  of  the  Society  Ifles, 
they  are  furrounded  by  a  reef,  forming  between 
this  fort  of  dike  and  the  fhore,  a  channel  into 
which  a  fhip  may  penetrate  through  narrow  open- 
ings, and  where  (he  is  fheltered,  by  this  dike,  from 
the  roughnefs  of  the  waves  which  it  breaks,  and 
whofe  impetuofity  it  impedes.  I  fhall  therefore 
recommend  a  navigator,  whom  a  leak,  or  the 
confequence  of  an  accident,  fhould  oblige  to  feek 
a  fhelter  where  he  can  provide  for  repairs  which 
require  fmooth  water,  to  prefer  putting  into  the 
Society  Iflands ;  but  merely  becaufe  particular 
confiderations  mud  yield  to  neceflliy  *. 

If 


iM 


*  It  is  to  be  obfer^cd  that  this  part  of  the  original  work 
was  printed  long  before  M.  Fleurieu  had  an  opporiunity  of 
knowing  of  the  anchorages  which  the  north-wf/l  group  of  the 
Marquefas  aitords.  In  one  of  the  iflands  of  this  group,  called 
IJU  Baux  by  Captain  Alarchand,  and  Sir  Henry  Mart'tri'i  Ifland, 
by  Lieutenant  Hergffly  is  a  harbour  which  precludes  the  ne- 
ccflity  of  a  (hip,  in  want  of  repair,  running  down  to  the  Soticty 
Ifles  J  for,  to  ufe  the  words  of  Mr.  Hergefi^  who  gave  this  har- 
bour 'he  name  of  Port  Anna  Altiria,  *•  it  was  found  to  be  very 
cafy  'tf  accefs  and  egrefs,  without  any  flioals  or  rocks,  that 
"  are  not  fufficicntly  confpicuous  to  be  avoided  :  the  depth  at 
«  itsi  entrance  is  24  fathoms,  gradually  decreaflng  to  7  fa- 
*'  thorns,  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  its  fliores ;  the  bot- 
"  torn  a  fine  fand,  and  the  furrounding  land  affording  the 
'♦  moll  pcrfeA  fecurity  againft  the  wind  and  fea  in  all  direiSt- 

ions.     An  excellent  run  of  fiue  water  flows  into  the  har- 

*•  bour, 
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If  the  reafons  of  convenience  and  of  locality 
which  I  have  jufl:  fet  forth,  fhould  not  appear  fuf. 
dent  to  infure  to  the  MARQyESAs  the  preference 
Qver  the  Society  lilands,  when  the  farther  defti- 
nation  of  the  (hip  is  to  carry  her  to  the  north- 
west coafl:  of  America  ;  I  (hould  fpeak  of  a 
danger  which  the  latter  prefents,  of  that  irrefiftible 
attraction  which  they  feeni  to  have  for  European 
navigators ;  and  the  example  of  Captain  Bligh, 
abandoned  by  a  mutinous  crew,  in  a  fmall  boat, 
to  the  mercy  of  the  waves,  in  order  that  they  might, 
without  oppoHtion,  plunge  themfelves  into  the  de- 
lights  of  the  new  Cythera,  ought  to  infpire  with 
a  fort  of  Inquietude  every  Captain  who  may  intend 
to  put  into  Taheitee.  I  know  that  the  Men- 
D09A  women,  as  (hamelefs  as  thofeof  the  Society 
Ifles,  do  not  oppofe  more  refiftance  to  ftrangers ; 
but  in  thefe  latter  iflands  reign  an  abundance,  and 
a  luxury,  from  which  the  former  are  yet  very  re- 
mote, and  which  they  will  never  attain  :  Nature, 
lefs  prodigal,  has  granted  thefe  only  the  neceffaries 
of  life ;  they  will  not  endeavour  to  fhare  them,  and 


**  bour,  which  pofltfles  every  advantage  that  could  be  defiredi 
**  and  the  country,"  he  adds,  "  feems  to  be  highly  cultivated, 
**  and  was  fully  inhabited  by  a  civil  and  friendly  race  of 
"  people,  readily  inclined  to  fupply  whatever  refrefhment;^ 
"  their  country  afforded." 

The  centre  of  this  ifTand  isiituatedin  latitude  8*  51'  foutht 
and  longitude  220"  19'  eafl:  from  Greenwich  ;  and  Port  Anna 
Maria  lies  about  two  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  ita  jfouth  eaft 
^o\\x\.,-*7ranjlator'' s  Note. 

they 
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they  will  not  be  envied  on  that  account ;  but  the 
fuperfluities,  which  abound  at  the  Society  Iflands, 
have  wherewith  to  tempt  the  failor,  who,  a  cofmo- 
politan  by  profeflion,  has  mod  commonly  for  his 
motto :  tilfi  ben^,  ibi  Patria, 
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CHAPTER    II. 

General  Defcription  of  the  Marquefas  de  Men- 
do9a,  and  a  particular  one  of  the  I/land  of  Santa 
Chriftina,  or  Wahitaho,  taken  from  the  accounts 
of  the  Spaniards^  Engli/h,  and  French, — De- 
fcription of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios. — 
Soil,  produdionsy  animals,  and  climate  of  the 
l/land,'-'Defcription  of  the  itiJjabitants  ;  their  per- 

fans,  drefs,  and  ornaments  /  their  food,  indtt/lry, 
manners,  charader,  cufloms,  exercifes,  Isfc. — Idea 
of  their  government, — Prefumed population  of  the 

five  iflands  of  the  group. — Vocabulary  of  Wahi- 
taho. — The  natives  of  this  ifland  compared  to  thofe 
£^Taheitee. 

•T"HE  iflands  called  Las  Marquesas  de  Men- 
D09A,  w^re  feen,  for  the  firft  time,  in  1595, 
by  Alvaro  Mendana  de  Neyra.  We  have 
two  accounts  of  the  voyage  in  which  this  dir> 
covery  was  made.    The  former  is  to  be  found  in 

a  letter  fron)  Pedro  Fernandez  de  Quiros,  to 
Don  Antonio  Morga,  Lieutenant-General  of 
the  Pliilippine  Iflands  *.  Quiros,  who  has  (ince 
been  rendered  juflly  celebrated  by  his  own  difco- 

•  See  Sucejot  de  lat  IJlat  Philipplnas.   Mexico^  1 699,  4to. 
Chap.  VI.  page  29. 
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veries,  was  both.  Captain  of  the  Capitanay  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  Mkndana,  ixnA  mayor  or 
chief  pilot  of  the  fquadron  :  his  account  is  fuccind, 
fuch  as  befl  fuits  the  form  of  a  letter.  For  the 
latter  we  are  indebted  to  Doctor  Christoval 
SuAREz  DE  FiGUEROA,  who  has  infertcd  it  in 
his  Hijiory  of  the  great  exploits  of  Don  Garcia 
HuATADo  DE  MLUDo^Af  fourt/j  Marquts  deCA' 
neteI,  Viceroy  of  P£ru,  by  whofe  order  the  ex- 
pedition, the  direction  of  which  was  intruded  to 
Mendana,  had  been  undertaken.  Doctor  Fi- 
•UEROA  announces  that,  in  fpeaking  of  the  difco- 
veries  of  this  admiral,  he  has  had  under  his  eyes 
the  original  papers  of  Quiros  :  we,  in  faft,  dif- 
tinguifli,  in  this  account,  the  fpirit  of  obfervation 
of  a  feaman  whofe  knowledge,  in  more  than  one 
way,  was  above^that  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 

f  Hecim  de  D.  Garcia  Hurtado  de  MEND09A,  &c.  pages  238 
to  247. 

Corealt  Tbevenot,  and  Pingre  have  given  extrafts  from  this 
narrative. 

Alexander  DalrympUf  in  hia  H'ljlorical  CoIleS'ion  of  feveral 
Voyages  and  Dlfeovtr'us  In  the  South  Pacific  Oceans  {^London  1770. 
4^0.  Vol.  I.)  had  confined  himfelf  to  giving  an  cxtradl  of  it 
front  that  of  Plngre ;  but  having  fince  procured  the  original 
work,  he  has  given,  as  a  fupplement  to  his  Collection,  the 
paflages  which  Plngre  had  not  tranflated.  Ar'tast  in  his  Me* 
morial,  where  he  regorts  the  expedition  of  Mendana,  in  159^ 
has  not  made  mention  of  Lot  Marquefat  de  Mendoga  ;  he  fpeaki 
only  ofthelflandsof  ^<tf(/a  Cru%^  which  Mendana  difcovered 
in  the  fame  voyage,  and  the  difcovery  of  which  is  pollerior 
to  that  of  the  Mtndofa  Iflands. 

VOL.  I.  o  ^d 
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and  who,  in  the  recital  of  the  lajter  difcoveries 
which  were  his  own,  if  he  has  indulged  in  a  few 
exaggerations,  pardonable  in  thofe  times  of  enthu- 
fiafni,  when  a  New  World  had  juft  been  difcovered 
and  conquered,  has  at  lead  given  us,  of  the  men 
and  of  the  places  that  he  vifited,  a  defcription 
which  would  not  be  a  difcredit  to  the  navigators 
of  the  prefent  day. 

To  the  ancient  accounts  of  the  Marqitesas  de 
MEND09A  have  fucceeded  thofe  for  which  we  are 
indebted  to  modern  voyagers,  and  in  which  are 
to  be  found  particulars  relative  to  thefe  iflands, 
their  inhabitants  and  produdions,  with  fome  cb- 
fervations,  which  could  not  be  expelled  from 
the  firfl  difcoverers.  Such  is  the  account  of 
Captain  Cook,  who,  in  1774,  vifited  this  group; 
that  of  Mr.  George  FoRSTER*  J  and  the  frag, 
ments  of  Mr.  Reinhold  Forster  f,  who  both 
accompanied  that  celebrated  navigator ;  laflly,  the 
journal  of  Captain  Chanal,  and  the  particular 
obfervations  of  Surgeon  Roblet.  The  united 
labour  of  thefe  different  obfervers  prefents  a  rich 
coUe^ion  of  materials,  which  it  is  neceifary  to  ar- 
range in  order  to  form  a  complete  account :  no 
ene  obferver  has  feen  or  faid  every   thing  j   but 

*  George  Forjler^  A  Voyage  round  tht  World.  London.  1777. 
foL  ii.  pages  i  to  50. 

'  f  Rnnhold  Forfiert  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyage  round  th 
World,  &c.  London.  1778.  pages  152—163—187—193— 
23a— 397— 42'' 
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the  one  fupplies  what  may  have  efcaped  the  other. 
Sometimes  the  obfervers    do    not  agree  among 
themfelves :  I  fhall  report  the  opinion  of  each ;  I 
(hall  take    the  liberty   of   difcufling  it,  and,  in 
felling  the  voyagers  in  oppofition,  I  (hall  endeavour 
to  didinguifli  what  may  be  owing    to  a  different 
manner  of  obferving,  from  what   mud  be  attri- 
buted to  the  changes  that  may  have  been  effefted 
in  the  (late  of  places  and  things  during   the  in- 
terval of  the  two  centuries  which  have  elapfed  fmce 
the  expedition  of  the  Spaniards,  and  that  of  feven- 
teen  years,  from  the   vifit  of  the  Englifli  to  the 
time  when  the  French  landed  there ;  in  fhort,  by 
bringing  together,  by  comparing  all   that  is  faid 
in  the  different  accounts,  I  fhall  examine  whether 
an  opinion,  a  judgment  may  be  formed  of  the 
perfons,    manners,  charader,  and  cufloms    of  a 
people,  who,  from  feveral  features,  refemble  the 
greater  part  of  the  tribes  that  occupy  the  iflands 
of  the  Great  Ocean,  but  who,  in  forae  re- 
fpefts,  appear  to  me  to  differ  from  them,  and  to 
offer  fome  varieties  in  the  fpecies.     I  have  the 
more  willingly  devoted  myfelf  to  this  tafk,  as  the 
too  (hort  ftay  of  the  Englifh  at  Santa  Christina 
permitted  them  not  to  give  to   their  obfervations 
on  the  country  and  on  the  men  by  whom  it  is  inha- 
bited, all  the  extent  required  for  the  knowledge  of 
a  land  (lill  new  to  Europeans,   and  of  which  the 
ancient  vifit  of  the  Spaniards  afforded  us  notions 
too  impeifeA  to  enable  us  to  fix  our  ideas.    Mr. 
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George  Forster.  regrets  having  had  too  little 
tiine  to  (ludy  a  people  who,  from  what  he  him- 
felf  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  of  them,  **  feeni> 
ed  to  be  well  worth  the  contemplation  of  philofo. 
phic  travellers  *."  I  am  far  from  pretending  to 
fupply  all  that  may  be  wanting  in  the  account  of 
this  learned  obferver,  and  in  that  of  Captain  Cook; 
I  (haTl  be  latisfied  if  I  have  been  able  to  add  foiue 
touches  to  the  pi£lure  already  begun.  Perhaps 
thefe  voyagers  might  be  reproached  with  being 
too  much  (Iruck  by  what  they  faw  and  ftudied 
at  Taheitee,  fo  that  they  fee  Taheitee  eveiy 
where,  and  every  thing  at  Tafieitee  ;  and  I  wifli, 
on  the  contrary,  that  I  may  not  have  fubjeded 
myfelf  to  the  fame  reproach,  of  having,  if  I 
may  ufe  the  expreiTion,  chofen  to  particularize  too 
much  the  natives  of  the  Men 009 a  Iflands ;  of 
having  exaggerated  their  virtues  and  their  vices 
in  order  to  give  them  a  chara^er  that  may  be  pe- 
culiar to  themfelveSf  and  diftinguiih  them  from 
the  nations  to  which,  under  other  points  of  view, 
they  may  bear  fome  refemblance.  I  have  painted 
them  as  they  have  appeared  to  me  from  the  fa^s 
which  I  have  been  able  to  collefl,  and  future  na* 
vigators.will  have  it  in  their  power  to  correal  the 
copy,  when  they  have  the  original  before  their 
eyes. 

*  See  G.  ForJler'sVoyigCt  vol.  Hi  pagcj*. 
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The  M£ND09A  Iflands,  commonly  called  in 
French  Les  Marquises,  are  five  in  number: 
San  Pedro,  or  o-Niteio,  in  the  language  of  the 
country,  Santa  Christina,  or  Wahitah6,  and 
LaDuminica,  or  o-Hivahua  *,  forming  a  group; 
La  Maualena,  at  the  diflance  of  eight  leagues 
to  the  fouth  by  cad  from  the  middle  of  the  group ; 
and  Mood's  Ifland,  didant  five  leagues  and  a  half 
from  the  mod  eadern  point  of  La  Dominica. 
This  lad,  Hood's  Ifland,  the  mod  northern  of  the 

•  .It  appears  that  it  is  very  difficult  to  catch  properly  the 
founds  and  articulationi  of  a  word  which  is  pronuunced  by 
the  natives  of  the  iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean  :  we  may  judg« 
of  this  from  the  diflcrent  manner  in  which  they  are  written  by 
the  Europeans  who  have  heard  them.  We  (hall  not  be  alio- 
nilhed  that  it  was  not  the  fame  when  the  navigators  are  not 
of  the  fame  nation,  becaufe  each  has  its  pronunciation  and  its 
orthography  ;  but  thefe  differences  arc  to  be  found  in  the 
manner  in  which  voyagers  of  ihc  fame  nation,  belonging  to 
the  fame  (hip,  pronounce  and  write  the  fame  words.  We 
have  an  inftance  of  this  in  the  names  which  the  different  ac- 
counts have  given  to  the  Men 009 a  Iflands,  from  the  natives 
of  thefe  iflands  from  whom  they  learnt  them  :  each  has  written 
them  as  he  could  underftand  them. 


SjtffPKDRQ.  SANTJ  CBttiTINA,  DOMINICA. 


EngUftj  Pro- 
nancUtlon> 


'  G.  Forfttr. 
R.  Farftir. 
On  Tufia'i  j 

Cb»rt. 
JF.  Walu. 


French  Pro-  f  R*t>ltt, 


Onateiyo 

Oneteyo 
o>Niteio 


f  Waitahoo 
or 
Wattare-oora 
Obitahoa 

c-Vaitahou 
Wahitaho 


y  r  Waitahoo  "l 

>o>NaCeya      ^        or  > 

J  {^  Wattare>oora       J 


Hecvaroa, 


Hava-roa; 


Ohevahoa. 

Obivahoa. 
o«Hiyahba. 


{«)  We  «ie  notettuinwhethorthii  »aBie  be  that  of  tho  whole  iflanj,  or  the 
MrtJc»»Ui  asqif C  of  th«  a»jf  of  f « l^adrt  dt  Diof, 

Q  %  archi- 


/•j 


rl'i; 


If 


W'*t\  ^jtl 


pjSi  marchand's  voyage.       [June  1791, 

archipelago,    had  not  been  perceived  by    Men- 
dan  a,  who  firft  difcovered  La  Madallna,  (leered 
to  the  northward  for  San   Pedro,  then  ranged 
along  the  fouth  coaft  of  La  Dominica,  paffed 
through  the  channel  which   feparates  this  ifland 
from  that  of  Santa  Christina,  and  put  into  a 
bay,  fituated  about  the  middle  of  the   weft  coaft 
of  this  laft,  which  he  named  Puerto  de  la  Ma- 
DRE  de  Digs.     In  fteering  this  courfe,  Mendana 
could  not  perceive  the  moft  northern  ifland,  which 
muft  have  been  concealed  from  him  by  the  high 
lands  of  La   Dominica.     Captain   Cook,  who 
was  a  little  to  the  north-eaft   of  the  group,  when 
he  had  the  firft  view  of  it,  firft  difcovered   that 
ifland  to  the  northward,  which  he  named  Hood's 
liland,  from  the  name  of  the  young  midihipman 
who  difcovered  it.     He  then  paffed  through  the 
channel  of  La  Dominica,  and  ftood  in  and  drop- 
ped anchor  on  the  weft  coaft  of  Santa  Christi- 
na, in  a  bay  which  is  the  fame  as  that  occupied 
by  Mendana,  under  the  name  of  Puerto  D£ 
LA  Madre  de  Dios.     Cook   perfedly  admitted 
and  proclaimed  the  identity  of  the  two  bays ;  but 
not  being  able,  no  doubi,  to  efcape  the  influence 
of  the  national  genius,  and  being  defirous  that  Las 
Marquesas  de  MEND09A  ftiould,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  bear  the  fealof  England,  he  deprived  this 
bay  of  the  name  which  it  had  received  from  the  firft 
difcoverer,  and  which  it  has  preferved  for  two  cen- 
turies, in  order  to  fubftitute  that  of  his  own  fliip ; 

he 
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he  named  it  Resolution  Bay  •-  and  yet  it  was  not 
the  Resolution  that  difcovere  it.  Mod  affured- 
ly  I  (hall  not  accufe,  I  fhall  not  fufpeft  Cook  of 
having  wiflied  to  retaliate  on  the  Spaniards,  who 
unmercifully  fubftitute  the  names  of  their  faints  to 
thofe  which  the  heretics  have  given  to  the  har- 
bours that  they  have  difcovered ;  and  undoubtedly 
he  thought  that,  to  preferve  their  names  to  the 
iflands  was  proving  fufficiently  his  refpeft  for  an- 
cient denominations :  I  (hall  merely  fay  that  I  know 
not  whether  it  can  afford  great  fatisfadion  to  vanity 
to  impofe  a  new  name  on  a  harbour,  on  a  cape,  &c. 
which  another  has,  long  fince,  difcovered  and 
named  j  but  certainly  it  is  introducing  into  the  no- 
menclature of  places  a  confufion  which,  fometimes, 
muft  embarrals  navigators,  after  having  embarrafled 
geographers,  and  which,  in  the  end,  opens  a 
door  to  anachronifms.  Let  new  comers  do  what 
they  pleafe ;  fooner  or  later,  Hiftory  and  Geogra- 
phy, doing  juftice  in  regard  to  thefe  fubftitutions, 
reftore  to  each  place  the  name  which  it  ought  to 
bear,  and  the  difcovery  to  whom  it  belongs  *. 

The 

*  In  1788,  the  SpaniHi  government  pnblUhed  an  excellent 
accomit  of  a  voyage  made  to  the  Str&h  of  Magellan,  in  1785 
and  1786,  by  the  frigate  Santa  Maria  de  la  Cal/eza,  in  order 
to  examine  minutely  the  two  coads  of  the  ftrait,  villi  the 
bays,  harbours,  &c.  ',  and  this  account  is  accompanied  by  n 
new  chart  which  appears  conftrufted  with  much  attention  : 
endeavour  to  confult  this  map  in  reading  the  voyages  oiDrakey 
Cavendi/b,  Simon  de  Cordes,  Narbofougb,  Beauchefne,  Byront 
Wallist  Bougainville,   and    others ;   feek  there  the    names  of 
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The  whole  group  of  the  Mendo^a  Iflands  oc- 
cupies rather  more  than  a  degree  iu  latitude,  and 
rather  lefs  than  half  a  degree  in  longitude.  The 
fituation  of  the  Port  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  was 
determined,  in  1774,  with  a  corredlnefs  fufficient 
for  the  fafety  of  navigation,  by  Mr.  Wales,  aftro- 
nomer on  board  the  Resolution:  its  latitude  is 
9'  ^^'  30"  fouth,  and  its  longitude  141"  28'  55" 
weft  from  Paris  f.  The  fituation  of  the  other 
iflands  was  deduced  from  that  of  this  firfl  point, 
by  means  of  the  chronometer,  and  by  courfes, 
bearings,  and  diftances  eftimaied  by  the  eye.  Our 
navigators  who  made  ufe  of  the  chart  of  the 
Mendo(^a  Iflands,  which  Captain  Cook  conftrud- 
ed,  and  which  he  has  publifhed  with  the  account 
of  his  fecond  voyage,  thought  it  very  correft  j  and 
they  bear  the  fame  teAimony  to  the  Plan  and  the 
View  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  to  the 


the  harbours  and  bays  where  thefe  navigators  anchored  ;  feek 
there  the  names  jof  the  capes  of  which  they  give  bearings ; 
you  will  fancy  yourfclf  tranfported  into  a  channel  different 
from  that  of  the  Strait  of  Magellan.  However,  the  Spaniards 
are  not  the  only  navigatoi-Q  to  whom  the  reproach  of  changing 
primitive  names  ought  to  be  addrefTcd  :  it  may  be  faid  that, 
in  general,  they  all  have  merited  it  more  or  lefs  .  and,  if  I 
particularly  fpecify  the  former,  it  is  becaufc  having,  as  they 
had  a  right  to  do^  impofcd  on  almoil  all  the  points  of  the 
coalls  of  the  New  World  which  they  difcovfered,  fuch  names  as 
they  were  pleafed  to  give,  and  no  one  ever  having  attempted 
to  change  thefe  names,  they  ought  at  leaft  to  refpeft  the  fmalt 
number  of  thofc  which  indicate  the  difcoverics  of  other  nations, 
t  Ste  Note  XXX. 

de- 
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defcription  which  that  accurate  navigator  has  given 
of  the  lands  under  different  afpeds,  and  of  his  fail- 
ing diredions,  as  well  relative  to  the  navigation  be- 
tween the  iflands,  as  to  the  land-marks  which 
ferve  to  diftinguifli  this  bay  from  thofe  which,  on 
the  fame  coaft,  are  (ituated  more  to  the  fouth- 
ward. 
Let  us  examine  in  fucceffion  each  of  the  iflands 

under  fuch  points  of  view  as  may  not  be  uninte- 
refting. 

Mendana  is  the  only  navigator  who  had  an 
opportunity  of  acquiring  a  particular  knowledge  of 
the  Ifland  of  La  Madalena,  which  is  fituated  in 
10"  25'  30 '  fouth  latitude,  and    141°  9'  15"  weft 
longitude :  the  Englifh  and  French  perceived   it 
only  at  a  diftance,  and  ought  to  have  been  filent 
in  regard  to  what  concerns  it :  therefore  it  is  only 
in  QuiR0s*s  letter  to  Mt  rga,  and  from  the  ac- 
count of  FiGUEROA,  that  we  can  learn  feme  parti- 
culars refpeding  this  firft  ifland.     According  to 
FiGUEROA,  its  circuit  is  ten  Spanifli  leagues  of  fe- 
venteen  and  a  half  to,  a  degree,  or  eleven  marine 
leagues  and  one  third  of  twenty  to  a  degree ;  it  is 
no  more  than  fix  Spanifli  leagues  in  Quiros*s  letter, 
and  it  is  about  fix  marine  leagues  in  Cook*s  chart : 
but  as  the  latter  perceived  this  ifland  only  at  a  dif- 
tance  of  eleven  leagues  to  the  fouthward,  he  had 
it  not  in  his  power  to  eftimate  its  circuit ;  and  it  is 
probable  that  he  regulated  it  from  Quiros*s  letter, 
which  is  much  better  known  from  the  tranflation 
14  given 
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given  of  it  by  Mr.  Dalrymple  in  his  Hijioricat 
•'  Co/Icdiofi,  kc.  than  is  the  narrative  of  Figueroa. 
1  fhall  not  decide  between  Figueroa  and  Quiros  ; 
no  mean  prefents  itfelf  for  me  to  judge  on  which 
fide  lies  the  miftake  or  the  error  of  the  prefs. 

Mendana*  made  the  land  on  the  fouth  coifl; 
of  La  Madalena,  and  approached  very  near  the 
fliore,  in  the  part  of  the  ifland  where  is  fituated 
a  harbour  which  is  diflinguifiiable  by  a  mountain 
that  commands  it.  Scarcely  could  the  fhips  be 
perceived  from  it,  when  there  came  out  a  flotilla  of 
feventy  canoes  of  different  fizes,  carrying  about 
four  hundred  men :  the  largeft  carried  ten, 
and  the  fmallefl;,  only  three  :  each  man  was  pro. 
vided  with  a  paddle,  and,  in  paddling,  they  all  kept 
ftroke ;  others  followed  fwimming.  Thefe  canoes 
had,  on  each  fide,  an  outrigger,  conftrufted  of 
bamboos,  which,  taking  its  fulcrum  or  point  of  reft 
on  the  furface  of  the  fea,  prev^ts  them  from 
overfetting.     * 

The  canoes  foon  approached  the  ihip  within 
hail.  The  men,  who  were  in  them,  made  figns 
with  their  hand,  and,  pointing  to  the  harbour, 
invited  the  ftrangers  to  land  there :  they  fpoke 
very  loud,  and  frequently  repeated  the  words 
4talut  and  Analut.  They  offered  the  Spaniard^  co- 
coa-nuts, a  fort  of  pafle  wrapped  up  in  leaves  of 
trees,  a  baiket  of  walnuts,  fome  excellent  plan* 


♦  Figueroa  Hcchos^  &c.  pages  241  to  245. 
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tains,  and  fome  pieces  of  bamboo,  ferving  as  cups, 
and  filled  with  frelh  water.  The  Spaniards  feized 
one  of  t^efe  iflanders  by  the  hand,  made  him 
come  into  the  (hip,  and,  by  dint  of  carelTes  and 
prefents,  fucceeded  in  detaining  him  there.  £n> 
couraged  by  thefe  marks  of  good  will,  this  one 
prevailed  on  feveral  of  his  companions  to  join 
him  ;  and  prefently  there  were  reckoned  upwards 
of  forty  on  board  the  Capitana.  The  ftature  of 
the  Spaniards  appeared  below  the  middle  fize, 
in  comparifon  with  that  of  the  iflanders :  one  of 
them  was  a.  head  taller  than  the  tailed  man  in  the 
(hip ;  and  the  latter,  however,  was  of  a  remarkable 
fize.  They  fang  and  danced,  and  called  loudly  to 
fuch  of  their  companions  as  had  remained  in  the 
canoes,  and  to  whom  they  difplayed  the  prefents 
which  they  had  received  from  the  ft  rangers.  But, 
ere  long,  the  prevailing  vioe  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean  was  manifefted ;  they  began  by 
pilfering  every  thing  that  they  could  lay  their  hands 
on :  prefently  they  became  fo  troublefome,  that  the 
Admiral  gave  them  to  imderftand  by  figns,  that 
they  mud  leave  the  fliip,  and  again  take  to  their 
canoes.  But  as  they  appeared  little  difpofed  to 
comply  with  this  order,  Mendana  direded  a 
great  gun  to  be  fired  off,  in  order  to  terrify 
them  by  an  explofion  which  they  could  not  ex- 
peft :  in  faft,  it  occafioned  them  fuch  a  fright,  that 
they  jumped  overboard  from  the  gang-way,  and 
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fwam  away  to  their  fcattered  canoes.  One  finglc 
iflander  remained  clinging  to  the  main  rigging  % 
and  did  not  let  go  his  hold,  in  order  to  drop  into 
the  water,  till  a  foldier  had  wounded  him  in  the 
hand  with  a  fword.  Having,  by  fwimming,  reach- 
ed one  of  the  canoes,  he  fhewed  his  wound  to  his 
companions  who  took  him  on  board  :  the  fight  of 
blood  excited  the  indignation  of  them  all ;  this  was 
the  fignal  for  combat.  One  of  them,  who  carried 
an  unibrella  made  of  pahn>leavcs,  diretSted  the  ca- 
noes to  draw  up  in  order  of  battle  ',  while  an  old 
man,  remarkable  for  his  long  boards  fiercely  threat- 
ened the  Spaniards  with  his.  looks  and  geftures  : 
foraetimes  he  grafped  his  beard  with  both  his 
hands  ;  at  other  times  he  curled  his  whiikers  ; 
ilaiidiug  up  in  his  canoe,  he  alone  appeared  to  give 
orders  to  the  fleet,  and  feemed  to  provide  for  every 
thing.    The  harfli  found  of  a  fea-conch  decided  the 

*  Pingret  in  tlie  extraft  which  he  has  given  from  Figtteroa'i 
narrative  (Mcmoires  pour  le pajfage  tie  Fenust page  ^2t)  tran- 
flaleathis.  paflage  thus :  **  One  alone  held  faft  to  the  foot  of 
♦'  a  table,  without  there  being  a  poflibility  of  making  him  let 
"  go  his  hold,  till  a  foldier  wounded  him  in  the  hand,  &c.*' 
I  am  of  opbiou  that  he  has  not  underftood  the  originaU 
which  fays :  "  ^eJo  folo  uno  colgado  en  las  mefat  mayores  de 
**  "uarnkiony  fin  que  fuiffe  pq/Jible  haxerle  defaferrOTy  hnfta  qtie 
*«  unfoldado  lohir'to  ton  la  ejpada  en  una  mono  :  dexa  ;':  racvon 
««  ejlo."  I  obfcrve  that  las  me/as  mayores  de  la  guartilciou 
(literally  the  great  tables  of  the  rigging)  are  the  main  cha'tn- 
vtf^es  or  chains  ;  and  the  expreffions  fo/^fl</o,  (hanging  or  fuf* 
pended)  and  de^o  Je  euer  (he  dropped)  cannot  be  applied  to  a 
man  who  had  feiaed  hold  of  the  leg  of  a  table  in  the  fliip,  and  was 
forced  to  let  it  go. 
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Mod  of  the  iilanders  bran- 


difhed  their  lances,  and.  dared  their  aggreflbrs  to 
battle  ;  fome  darted  them  in  the  manner  of  a  jave- 
lin againd  the  Spaniards ;    others,    dexterous  in 
handling  a  fling,  tlirew  at  the  Capitana  fome  ftones,, 
by  which  a  foldier  was  llruck  :   at  length,  the  peo- 
ple in  one  of  the  canoes  had  the  boldnefs  to  come 
and  faften  a  line  to  the  fliip*s  bowfprit,  and  made 
ufelefs  efforts  to  tow  her  towards  the  fliore.     The 
conquerors  of  the  New  World,  accuftomed  to  con- 
fider  an  Indian  as  an  animal  of  a  fpecies  inferior 
to  man,  could  no  longer  endure  the  provocation 
and  the  infult  of  a  being  degraded  in  their  eyes, 
over  whom,  for  a  ceiitury  part,  they  triumphed  by 
terror;  Mendana  ordered  a difcharge  ofmufket- 
ry.   Fortunately  the  powder  was  damp  ;  few  of  the 
pieces  went  off,  but  yet  in   fufficient  number  for 
five  or  fix  iflanders  to  be  laid  low.     We  cannot 
forgive  Quiros,  who  had  been  a  witnefs  of  this 
horrible  fcene,  nor  the  hiftorian  Figueroa,  whom 
it  ought  to  have  (hocked,  the  fort   of  fatisfaftion 
with  which  they  both  defcribe  the  noife  and  con- 
fufion  that  reigned  in  the  canoes,  and  the  fright  of 
thofe  poor  creatures,    fome  of  whom,    throwing 
themfelves  into  the  fea,  remained    clinging  and 
hanging  with  their  hands  to  the  gunnels  of  their 
canoes ;  while  others  concealed  themfelves  behind 
their  companions,  in  order  to  make  a  buckler  o' 
them,  when  they  faw  themfelves  aimed  at.    But 
this  powder,   the    dampnefs  of  which  had  pre- 
vented 
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vented  a  greater  deftruflion  of  men,  was  too  foon 
replaced  by  fome  of  a  more  adive  quality  :  the 
flaughter  recommenced  :  and,  in  a  fecond  difcharge, 
the  brave  Admiral  of  the  canoes  and  nine  other  of 
his  warriors  were  ftruck  by  the  fatal  lead,  and  loft 
their  lives  ;  a  greater  number  were  wounded  and 
driven  into  the  fea.  The  fleet  of  canoes  difperfed  : 
and  the  Spaniards  were  beginning  to  direft  their 
courfe  to  the  offing,  as  the  ftorm  retires  after  hav- 
ing  defolated  the  earth,  when  the  iflanders  detached 
one  of  their  canoes,  conducted  only  by  three  men, 
one  of  whom,  uttering  fome  words,  difplayed  in 
one  hand  a  green  bough,  and  in  the  other,  a  piece 
of  white  cloth.  It  was  thought  that  this  was  a 
iignal  of  peace,  a  requeft  for  capitulation.  The 
iflanders  fignified,  by  marks  of  invitation  and 
friendfhip,  that  they  wiflied  that  the  fhips  would 
come  and  anchor  in  their  harbour ;  but  this  was 
refufed :  and  thefe  worthy  Indians,  appearing  to 
have  forgot  all  the  mifchief  that  had  been  done 
them,  and  all  that  which  it  had  been  meant  to  do 
them,  before  they  retired,  offered  as  a  homage 
to  their  affaffins,  cocoa-nuts,  plantains,  and  other 
produdllons  of  this  hofpitablo  ifland,  where  the 
Spaniards,  in  return  for  that  favour,  left  widows 
and  orphans. 

(^iRos  had  had  lelfure  to  examine  the  peffons 
of  the  iflanders,  who  had  pafled  fome  hours  on 
board  of  the  Ca/)itana;  and  he  gives  us  a  dc- 

fcription 
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fcription  of  them  which  differs  not  from  that  given 
in  the  narrative  of  Figueroa. 

The  natives  of  the  iflalid  of  La  Madalena 
are  ahnod  white ;  they  have  regular  and  agreea- 
ble features,   fine  eyes,  a   mild  look,  white  and 
regular  teeth.     The  greater  part  have  light  hair  *  i 
they   wear  it   long    and    loofe  like  women;  but 
feme  of  them  turn    it   up  and  twifl  it  on  their 
head.     Their  rofy  complexion  befpeaks  health  and 
ftrength,  which  is  alfo  manifefled  by  the  found  of 
their  voice.     They  are  well  made,  of  a  tall  fta- 
ture,  and  handfome  fliape.      Their   hands,  legs, 
and  feet  are  flrong,  and  their  fingers  long.    They 
go  entirely  naked.      Their  face   and  their  body 
are  tattooed  with  blue,  and  covered  with  drawings 
of  fifhes  and  other  figures.     The  beauty  of  the 
young  boys  was  particularly  remarked  by  the  Spa- 
niards; and  QuiRos  could  not  help   lamenting, 
when  he  faw  that  fuch  perfeft  works  of  the  Creator 
are  thus  fcattered    and  loft  in  the  midft  of  In- 
fidels. 

The  ifland  which  Mendana  had  jufl  difco- 
vered  received  the  name  of  La  Madalena,  be- 
caufe  he  had  the  firft  view  of  it,  on  the  eve  of  St. 
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•  The  original  has  ruitOf  which  fignifiesyaiV  :  it  might  be 
imagined  that  the  narrative  meant  reJ ;  but  the  Spaniard* 
exprcfs  this  latter  colour  of  hair  by  hermejo  or  pfh  de  cofre  ; 
tills  exprcflion  trunk-hair,  alludes  to  the  covering  of  a  trunk, 
for  which  purpofe  is  employed  a  cow's  hide  with  its  hair 
that  is  commonly  red  or  rufous. 

Mag' 
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Magdalen* s  Day.  According  to  the  account  of 
the  Spaniards,  the  part  which  they  reconnoitred 
prefents  a  bold  coafl  of  a  beautiful  afpeft :  the 
land  near  the  fea-fhore  is  elevated,  though  com- 
manded by  fevenil  mountains.  The  habitations 
are  difperfed  in  the  vallies.  The  harbour  is  firu- 
ated  on  the  fouth  coaft.  It  was  thought  that 
the  ifland  mud  be  well  peopled ;  for,  independ- 
ently of  the  confiderable  number  of  inhabitants 
who  came  out  to  meet  the  (hips,  the  beach  ap- 
peared to  be  covered  with  them. 

QyiRos,  according  to  Figueroa,  deduced  the 
latitude  of  the  ifland  from  an  obfervation  of  the 
fun's  meridian  altitude,  and  fixed  it  at  lo" 
fouth :  Captain  Cook  reckons  that  it  mufl  be  in 
lo"  25',  and  this  fame  difference  of  25  minutes, 
is  again  to  be  found  in  the  latitudes  which  they 
both  have  afligned  to  the  harbour  of  La  Madrk 
DE  Dios  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina  : 
according  to  Quiros,  it  is  9"  30';  and  9*  55', 
according  to  Captain  Cook. 

Quiros  had  calculated  that  the  diflance  from 
La  Madalena  to  Lima  was  one  thoufand  Spa- 
nish leagues  *,  or  about  one  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  forty  three  marine  leagues,  which,  between 
the  parallels  of  10  and  12  degrees,  anfwer  to  58 
degrees  of  longitude :  Lima  is  in  79"  9'  30"  weft 
from   Paris;  thus  La    Madalena,  according 

•  Figueroat  Hechot,  i^c.  page  245. 

to 
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to  the  calculation  of  the  Spaniards,  would  be  in 
137°  9'  30".  In  deducing  the  pofition  of  this 
ifland  from  that  of  Santa  Christina,  which 
Cook's  obfervatlons  have  determined,  we  find 
that  it  ought  to  be  placed  in  141**  9'  15"*  ;  the 
error  in  QyiRos's  reckoning  muft  therefore  be 
four  degrees,  or  about  feventy-nine  marine 
leagues  f ',  but  as  the  error  in  his  latitude  was  only 

25  mi- 

•  Tie  Original  yiflronomical  Obfervations  made  in  a  Voyage 
towards  the  South  Pole,  &c.  p.  323. 

f  It  may  be  remarked  that  the  error  in  the  longitude 
alFigned  by  ^irot  is  in  the  fame  direflion  as  that  of  the  lon- 
gitude by  account  on  board  the  SoHde ;  it  is  four  degrees, 
or  feventy-nine  leagues,  qfiem  of  the  (hip  ;  and  the  one  differs 
net  materially  from  thfc  other  in  regard  to  quantity :  the  error 
of  the  SoliJe  is  greater  by  about  tvt^o  thirds  of  a  degree.  . 
Captain  Marchandh?i(\  croffed  the  Great  Ocean  diagonally,  fol- 
lowing nearly  a  north-weft  line  ;  and  Mendana  fleered  nearly 
wtft.  It  might  thence  be  concluded  that,  in  whatever  dircdion 
a  (hip  croffcs  this  part  of  the  ocean,  the  tendency  of  the  cur- 
rents is,  in  general,  towards  the  wejl  ',  and  that,  if,  in  de- 
termining the  longitude,  no  other  means  be  employed  than  the 
ordinary  methods  of  navigation,  there  muft  always  be  errors 
ojlern  of  the  fhip.  Mendana^s  voyage,  from  the  coaft  of 
Anurka  to  the  iflands,  lafted  thirty-five  days,  and  the  eiTor 
was  feventy-nine  leagues  ajlern ;  the  mean  error,  or  the  effefl 
of  the  moTcments  of  the  waters  which  drifted  the  (hip  to  the 
weftvvard,  was  then  about  two  leagues  and  a  quarter,  or  nearly 
feven  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  ;  and  this  rate  approaches 
that  of  the  general  movement  of  the  waters  between  the  tro- 
pics, which  is  well  known  to  be  from  eaft  to  weft,  and 
which  is  eftimated  at  eight  or  nine  miles  a  day.  The  Solide 
experienced,  from  the  currents,  effefts  more  confidcrable  :  fof 
it  may  be  fecn  io  the  general  Table^  which"  prefents  the  effeB 
tf  the  currents  Oil  the  Predion  and  progreft  of  the  /hip,  in  the 
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2$  minutes  or  eight  leagues  and  one  third,  a  fhip 
5vhich  fhould,  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  eaftward 

diferrnl  latitudes  thai  Jhe  croffed,  (Vol.  li.)  tlwt  fince  (he  had 
reached  the  parallel  of  the  South  tropic,  and  in  (landing 
again  towards  the  equator,  fhe  was  carried  daily  to  the  well> 
ward  at  a  rate  commonly  greater  than  feven  miles ;  it  even 
amounted  to  26  and  34.  miles,  as  fuon  as  (he  began  to  fail 
In  the  vicinity  of  the  parallel  of  lo^  If  we  take  a  mean 
term,  between  all  the  progrtflts  to  the  weftward,  according 
to  ohftrvation,  compared  with  the  progreffes  by  account  from 
the  time  that  Hie  had  reached  the  tropic  till  Aie  came  to  the 
parallel  of  the  illundii,  it  will  be  found  that  the  mean  rate  at 
which  Hie  was  carried  to  the  wellward  in  twenty-four  hour!!» 
is  nearly  ten  niilcB  and  a  half:  it  is  to  the  eailward  of  the 
iflands  that  the  movement  of  the  waters  produced  the  greatell 
clFcdl ;  and  their  dir<:dion  was  towards  the  welly  declining 
from  7  to  18  degrees  towards  the  fouth. 

Aftrnttatia's  route  gives  room  to  a  fecond  remark.     H^  had 

failed  (Fl^mroaf  page  341)  on   the  16th  June,  from  PaytOt 

which  Is  more  to  the  wellward  than  Lima  by  about  eighty 

leagues ;  he  fays  that  the  Mendoga  Iflands  arc  dillant  from 

Lima  one  thoufand    one    hundred    and    forty-three    marine 

leagues  (one  thoufand  Spatii/h  leagues) ;  they  are  then  diflant 

from  PaytOt  according  to  his  calculation,  one  thoufand  and 

iixty-three  marin^  leagues ;  but  as  his  reckoning  was  feventy. 

nine  leagues  qflern  of  the  fliip,  when  he  made  the  land  on  the 

Mendoga  Iflands,  if  we  reftore  them  In  order  to  correft  the 

error  of  the  courfe,  v/e  have  for  the  real  diftance  from  Payta 

to    the   lilands,    one    thoufand  one   hundred  and   forty«two 

icaguess.     This  diftance  was  run   in  the  fpace  of  thirty-five 

days  (the  Ifland  of  Z.a  Madakna  had  been  difcovercd  on  the 

21  ft  of  July.     Ftgveroa^  page  241);  thus  the  mean  progrcfj 

of  the  ihip  was  thirty  two  leagues  and  two-thirds  a  day:  It 

-U'ould  be  only  thirty  leagues,  if  we,did  not  correal  the  error 

of  the  courfe.    This  obfervation  is  not   ufclefs  when  it   ia 

tviflied  to  eilimate  in  leagues  the  </ay's  r«te  of  failing  of  the 

ancient  navigators,  who  frequently  employ  the  expreifion  of 

Day  to  indicate  the  diftuce  from  one  place  to  another. 

of 
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of  the  137th  mei.dian  weft  fromParw,  get  into 
the  parallel  of  9"  30',  which  is  the  mean  between 
the  latitude  of  La  Madalena  and  that  of  Santa 
Christina,  as  indicated  by  Quiaoa,  could 
not  fail  to  meet  with  the  Archipelago  of  the 
Marcutesas  :  and  thus  it  was  that  Captain  Cook 
found  it. 

On  quitting  the  ifland  of  La  Madalena,  the 
Spaniards  difcovered  that  which  they  named  San 
Pedro,  fitnated  in  9**  58'   fouth   latitude,  and 
141°    11'  15"  weft  longitude:  they  fuppofe  that 
its  circuit  is  three  or  four  leagues ;  and  Captain 
Cook  eftimates  it  at  three.    They  did  not  ap. 
proach  it  fufficiently  to  know  whether  it  be  inha- 
bited ;  but,   according    to   their  account  *,    this 
ifland  has  the  moft  promifing  appearance,  and  its 
ground,  which  is  level  and  by  no  means  elevated, 
is  diverfified  by  large  patches  of  wood  and  fpots  of 
verdure.     From  this  defcription,   it  might  be  fup- 
pofed  that,  if  the  ifland  be  not  inhabited,  it  is  fuf* 
ceptible  of  being  fo  j  but  modern  voyagers  do  not 
paint  it  in  colours  fo  agreeable  as  thofe  which  the 
Spaniards  have  employed ;  Mr.  George  Forster. 
fays  merely  that,  San  Pedro  is  a  fmall  ifland,  of 
very  moderate  elevation,   which  does  not  appear 
either  fertile  or  populous  t»    and    Captain  Cha- 
NAL  entertains  the  fame  opinion:  '* this  ifland  is 
too  fmall,"  be  tells  us,  **  and  prefents  too  fterile 

*  ^iji/;roa,  page  245. 

t  Ccofge  Forjler's  Voyage^  vol  ii.  page  5* 
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'<  an  afped,  for  it,  if  it  be  inhabited,  to  be  able 
to  reckon  a  great  number  of  inhabitants." 

Mendana,  who  coafted  the  fouth  fide  of  the 
Ifland  of  La  Dominica,  reckoned  that  it  might 
be  fifteen  leagues  in  circumference*  j  Captain  Cook, 
who  in  like  manner  ranged  along  its  fouth  coad, 
fuppofes  that  its  circuit  may  be  about  fifteen  oi 
fixteen  leagues.  It  is  fituated  in  9"  40'  37"  fouth 
latitude,  and  141"  9'  15"  weft  longitude.  Figue- 
ROA  prefents  to  us  La  Dominica  as  art  ifland 
of  an  enchanting  afpeft :  according  to  him,  vaft: 
plains  difplay  a  fmiling  verdure,  and  divide  hills, 
which  rife  with  a  gentle  acclivity,  and  are 
crowned  by  tufted  woods  ;  while  a  numerous  po- 
pulation announces  the  lichnefs  and  fertility  of 
the  foil. 

Mr.  George  Forster  faw  not  this  land  with  the 
fame  eyes  as  Mendana  and  Quiros.  According 
to  this  obferver,  "  Dominica  is  a  high  and 
**  mountainous  ifland,  of  which  the  north-eaft 
**  point  is  very  fteep  and  barren ;  but  farther  to 
*'  the  north,  (a  part  which  Mendana  had  no  op- 
"  portunity  of  feeing,)  we  obferved,"  fays  he, 
"  fome  vallies  filled  with  trees,  amongft  which  we 
**  now  and  then  difcovered  a  hut.  As  the  haze 
*'  cleared  away,  we  faw  many  craggy  rocks  like 
**  fpires,  and  feveral  hollow  fummits  piled  up  in 
'"  the  centre  of  the  ifland,  which  prove  that  vol* 


*  F'tgueroa,  page  245. 
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canoes  and  earthquakes  had  been  adive  there 
in  changing  the  face  of  the  country.  All  its 
**  eaftcrn  part  is  a  prodigious  deep  and  almoft  per- 
pendicular wall,  of  a  great  height,  which  forms 
a  fharp  ridge,  ftattered  into  fpires  and  preci* 
"  pices  *." 

Would  not  he  who  has  read  thefe  two  defcrip- 
tions  be  tempted  to  believe  that  the  Spaniards  and 
the  Englifh  faw  not  the  fame  land,  if,  according  to 
the  fituation  of  La  Dominica  in  regard  to  the 
other  iilands  of  the  group,  according  to  its  extent 
and  the  diredion  of  the  coafl:,  which  are  the  fame 
in  the  two  accounts,  according  to  the  tracks  of 
Mendana  and  Cook,  delineated  in  their  jour- 
nals, there  could  arife  the  fmallefl  doubt  as  to  the 
identity  ?  But  if  we  admit  that  they  both  faw 
equally  well,  we  mud  alfo  admit,  which  is  not  im- 
probable, that,  in  the  interval  of  the  two  cen«> 
turies  that  have  ^pfed  betweea  the  two  voyages, 
the  Ifland  of  La  E%minica  has  experienced  the 
terrible  effed  of  6jq^>o|[  .j^ofe  great  coiivulfions 
of  nature  which  totaHji  di^gure  the  parts  of  the 
furface  of  the  globe  on  wnich  their  ravage  is  ex^ 
ercifed. 

The  fmall  ifland,  difcovered  by  Captain  Cook, 
and  by  him  called  Hood's  Ifland,  fituated  in 
9°  26'  fouth  latitude,  and  mi"  12'  15"  weft 
longitude,  at  the  diflance  of  five  leagues  and  a 


•  Ceorj^e  F^rflei^s  Faya^ei\o\.  H.  page  6. 
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half  to  the  north  13**  weft  of  La  Dominica,  me- 
rits no  particular  mention  :  in  the  narrative  of  Mr, 
George  Forster  we  read  that  it  is  "  a  fmall 
*'  bluff" ifland,"  but  the  fog  by  which  it  was  en- 
veloped did  not  allow  the  Englifh  to  take  an  exaft 
view  of  it  J  and  Captain  Marchand  perceived  it 
only  at  a  diftance.  ^ 

Here  then  are  we  arrived  at  the  ifland  of  Santa 
Christina,  of  which  the  Spaniards,  the  Englifli, 
«nd  the  French  have  furnifhed  us  with  circumftan- 
tial  details.  Their  accounts  fometimes  differ  from 
each  other :  I  fhall  take  care  to  point  out  the 
differences ;  and  I  leave  to  navigators  who  may, 
in  the  fequel,  land  on  this  ifland,  to  verify  which 
of  the  voyagers  have  been  moft  accurate  in  their 
obfervations. 

The  ifland  of  Santa  Christina  prefents  itfelf 
under  an  agreeable  afped;  it  is  very  lofty,  as 
well  as  all  the  other  iflands  of  the  group.  A  nar- 
row chain  of  high  hills  extends  throughout  its 
whole  length  ;•  and,  from  the  fliore,  run  other 
chains  of  equal  elevation,  which,  branching  out, 
join  the  principal  chain.  Thefe  hills  are  fepa- 
rated  by  confined  and  deep  vallies,  into  which  rufli 
fome  rivulets  or  rather  pretty  cafcades,  that  water 
every  part  of  the  ifland  :  fruit-trees  of  various  fpe-, 
cies  here  promote  coolnefs,  and  procure  abundance 
for  its  happy  inhabitants. 

Captain  Cook  gives  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina a  length,    from  north  to  fouth,    of  three 
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leagues  of  twenty  to  a  degree,  and  a  circuit  of 
feven  leagues,  which  Quiros  had  thought  larger, 
fince  h«  carries  it  to  nine  Spanifli  leagues  of  fevcn* 
teen  and  a  half  to  a  degree  *:  but,  as  neither  of 
them  examined  more  than  a  portion  of  the  weft 
coaft  of  the  ifland,  its  abfolute  extent  and  circum- 
ference  dill  remain  undetermined  ;  and  the  dimen- 
fions  which  are  affigned  to  it  in  the  chart  of  the 
Englifli  navigator,  can  be  confidered  only  a»  mea- 
fures  fixed  by  approximation  ;  but  which  yet  de- 
ferve  more  confidence  than  thofe  which  C^iros 
had  an  opportunity  of  indicating,  and  which  Fu 
GUEROA  has  handed  down  to  us.  "'.- 

The  following  defcription  of  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  D£  Dios  is  the  refult  of  all  the  accounts 
compared,  which  confirm  .,ach  other,  or  fupply 
each  other's  deficiency  :  it  is  laore  circumftantial 
than  that  of  the  Spaniards ;  but,  in  the  main,  it 
does  not  differ  from  it ;  and  theirs  would,  with- 
out any  other  direftions,  be  fufficient  to  obviate  the 
poHibiiity  of  miftaking  Mend  ana's  La  Madre  de 
Dios. 

This  bay  f,  which  is  fituated  about  the  middle 
of  the  weft  coaft  of  the  ifland,  under  the  moft  ele- 
vated part  of  the  land,  is  not  more  than  two  miles 

*  Figuiroay  page  245. 

f  The  plan  taken  of  this  bay  by  Captain  Cook,  and  pilb- 
lilhed  In  the  account  of  his  fecond  voyage  (vol.  I.  page 
305),  wa»  found  by  the  French  navigators  to  be  perfcdly 
accurate. 
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acrofs  at  its  mouth  by  three  quarters  of  a  mile  In 
depth.  The  two  points  which  form  it  lie  with 
refpeft  to  each  other,  in  a  north  by  eaft  and  fouth 
by  weft  direftion.  The  fouth  point  is  terminated 
by  a  fteep  rock,  on  the  fummit  of  which  rifes  a 
peak  that  cannot  be  perceived  from  the  offing, 
becaufe  it  is  concealed  by  the  high  lands  behind 
it.  A  hill  whofe  declivity  is  gentle,  terminates  at 
the  north  point,  wliich  is  formed  by  bold  and  ex- 
cavated rocks,  the  upper  part  of  which,  borne  in 
a  projecting  pofition,  reprefents  a  fort  of  demi- 
arch :  this  north  point,  which  is  black  and  burnt, 
is  far  lefs  elevated  than  that  of  the  fouth  cove }  it 
is  covered  with  cafuarlnas,  thofe  large  trees  whofe 
hard  and  heavy  wood  is  employed  in  making 
clubs  and  other  weapons.  The  lands  at  the  bot- 
tom of  the  bay  prefent  a  chain  of  high  hills  flightly 
broken  at  their  fummits,  and  fteep  in  feveral 
places,  Mr.  George  Forster  gives  a  different 
defcription  of  the  high  lands  which  rife  at  the 
head  of  the  bay :  he  fays  that  "  the  bottom  of 
*•  the  harbour  is  filled  up  with  a  very  high  ridge, 
^'  level  at  top,  andrefembling  the  7tf^A?-mountain 
**  at  the  Gape  of  Good  Hope  *.*'  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  fmall  coves  which,  both,  receive  a 
rivulet,  and  where  an  acceflible  beach  is  to  be 
met  with,  the  remainder  of  the  circumference  of 


•  George  Forfler*t  Voyage^  70L  li.  page  9  and  10. 
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bottom  with  a  de„,h    p  "'"  '  ""' 

w'ln  a  depth  of  water  of  twentv  r„h 
and  upwards.  'wcnty  tathoms 

Thefe  two  fmall  fandy  coves  »r.  f 
'■•"'ehill.  whichprojeJintlhr    '"'"'''  ^^  ' 

fteeprockswhoL     In  ifT^'^'"' 
which,  according  to  the  1  .  """'   "  S'^^' 

"f'''erecovesi.dini„,lt'     iir-oftr 

NORTH    CCVF     rli«    ^»u        ,  ^  °^   ^«e 

^-inate  at  the  ^th  c  """'   ""'^    ^--' 

vuler,    after   .4Tk^^^^^^^ 

at  its  mouth     a        7  ^  ^^"''''  ^^o^Js, 

ping*.      The'  bay'"  r  ""^""^-P^^  ^^^   ftip. 
^^  bay   prefents,    throughout,    at    a 

*  The  defcrfptfon  vvluch  r  .  *'^'^^'" 

tl"s  18  what  he  fays  of  it ;  ^■''  ''^^""•"an  obfervatlon : 

"  A  little  hill,  covered  "u-.Vk    i 
;  -d  broken  into  a  perpend  L  7  ^"^^  "^  '°  «"•■  -'dclle,     . 
;  ward,  and  divides  'hisbe    h   fr    '"  '°  l'"  ^-'  J"^^  f-- 
*'  w«rd.     On  the  north  fide  oftl  '.1  '"°'^''  *°  '^^  ^-th. 
"  of  clear  water,  in  tl     ve  v  ,,'       f '  ^''  ^"""'^  ^  '^^"^  ^P-^S 
"  tors  havedefcr  bed  t    wh^^      n."'^'"''  '^'  ^P^''^  «4a^ 
"  -Heaed  in  a  litt  e  bafon  "  ,  ^"^"  ''"'  ^'^'^  -^^'  - 'is 
"  brook  runs  down  fron^^t II  \""  /-.^"^  ''"^°  ^'^  ^-^     A 
••  more  confiderable,  iTc    ds  '  ^  '""^  '^'"^'^  ^°  '^ '  -"other, 
"f"Ppl'ed  us  with  watr    r  ^'^!"'^'^'^"^^'^^»'-^  and 
••  vvith  in  the  northern  con^r "'    '^""  '"'^''^^'-  '^  '°  ^e  met 

produces.  '  '^^'^^onmg  for  one  that  which  the  fj,ri„g 
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certain  diflance  from  the  rocks,  a  Tandy  bottom 
excellent  for  holding,  over  a  depth  of  water  which 

flioals,  in  approaching  the  (hore,  from  thirty-fix  to 
fourteen  or  thirteen  fathoms.  Fre(h  water  is 
conveniently  procured  in  the  north  cove,  and 
it  is  of  the  beft  quality  *.  Wood  is  procured  here 
with  equal  facility.  Sometimes,  however,  ,the 
fwell  beats  fo  flrong  on  the  coaft,  and  the  furf  is 
fo  confiderable  on  the  beach,  when  the  wind 
blows  from  the  ofling,  which  the  Solide  expe- 
rienced  more  than  once  during  her  flay,  that  it  is 
JIG  eafy  matter  then  to  get  the  calks  on  board 


Captam  Caoi^s  plan  indicates  bnt  two  in  this  fame  north 
cove :  the  firft,  a  little  to  the  northward  of  the  fmall  hill, 
which  muft  be  the  little  rivulet  of  the  fpring  ;  and  the  fecond, 
yi'hich  is  the  moft  confiderable,  and  where  he  filled  his  waver, 
nearly  in  the  middle  of  the  cove.  His  narrative  fays  that 
**  in  each  of  the  bays  is  a  rivulet  of  excellent  water  [no  doubt 
**  he  does  not  reckon  that  of  the  fpring]  }  the  northern 
*<  cove  is  the  nnull  commodious  for  wooding  and  watering, 
V  Here  is  the  little  waterfall  mentioned  by  ^irost  Mendana's 
♦'  pilot ;  but  the  town,  or  village,  is  in  the  other  cove."  (Sec 
Cooi's  Second  f^oyage^  vol.  i.  pages  307  and  308.) 

The  plan  and  the  narrative  of  Coot  leave  no  doubt  of  there 
being  on/y  one  rivulet  in  each  cove,  and  this  Captain  Cbanal 
confirmed  to  me. 

I  cannot  conceive  what  can  have  led  Mr.  Forjler  into  art 
error ;  he  dcfignates yb«r  rivulets  in  the  north  cove,  reckoning 
for  one  that  of  the  fpring;  and  he  fpeaks  not  of  that  in  tke 
fouth  cove. 

*  Captain  Cook,  as  has  been  feen,  had  conceived  and  given  a 
different  idea  of  it ;  for  he  fays  that  it  is  *•  not  very  convenient 
*•  for  taking  in  wood  and  water.'*     (Sec  page  76^) 
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again :  but,  in  this  cafe,  and  in  all  others,  the 
natives  are  officioufly  eager  to  fwim  off  with  them  ; 
and  they  execute  this  fervice  with  furprifing  dexte- 
rity. If  landing  on  the  beach  appears  too  dan- 
gerous, a  boat  may  go  on  fhore  on  the  north 
coaft,  where  it  is  convenient  to  debark,  j  but  it  is 
afterwards  not  a  little  difficult  to  walk,  for  the 
fpace  of  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  over  rocks  al- 
ways covered  at  high  water,  which  there  depofits 
a  flimy  and  flippery  fediment :  this  fort  of  caufe- 

way  pafles  under  the  rocks  that  I  have  before  men- 
tioned, which  projeft  above  in  the  form  of  a  demi- 
arch,  and  through  whicih  the  rain-water  filters  and 
oozes  in  a  tolerably  large  quantity.  It  was  ob-  . 
ferved  that  the  fea  rifes  about  four  feet,  and  fome- 
times  lefs. 

The  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  lies  fouth  , 
15"  call  from  the  welt  point  of  La  Dominica  : 
this  bearing,  which  was  well  verified,  furniflies 
an  indication  that  mufl  prevent  all  miftake,  either 
in  coming  to  look  for  it  from  the  fouth  ward,  or 
northward  ;  and  the  navigator  need  not  be  afraid 
of  confounding  it  with  other  bays  which  prefent 
themfelves  more  to  the  fouth  ward.  But  as  the  wind, 
turned  afide  by  the  high  lands  of  La  Dominica, 
moft  frequently  takes  a  north-eaft  and  north-north- 
eaft  diredion,  when  he  has  an  intentipn  of  anchor- 
ing in  La  Madre  de  Dios,  he  ought  to  endeavour  ' 
to  get  into  the  channel  to  the  northward  of  Sania    . 
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Christina,  which  is  from  two  to  three  mile* 
wide  5  and  if  he  wiflies  not  to  run  the  rifk  of  miffing 
the  anchorage,  it  is  proper,  in  coming  to  take  it, 
to  borrow  as  clofe  as  poflible,  on  the  north  point 
of  the  bay.  He  will  be  in  a  good  birth,  if  he 
drops  his  anchor  a  little  within  the  two  points  j 
where  he  will  have  from  twenty-five  to  twenty. 
eight  fathoms  over  a  bottom  of  fine  fand. 
/  FiGUEROA,  in  his  defcription  of  this  bay,  fays 
that,  on  the  north  fide  of  a  projedling  little  hill, 
which  feparates  the  two  coves,  and  at  the  height 
of  feven  or  eight  feet  above  the  foil,  is  feen  a 
fpring  of  excellent  water,  the  ftream  of  which  is 
of  the  thickncfs  of  a  mar^s  lurlft  *  j  and  Captain 
Cook,  as  well  as  Mr.  George  Forster,  confirms 
the  report  of  the  Spaniards  f.  It  muft  be  concluded 
from  this  coincidence,  that  this  fpring  is  fubjeft 
to  great  variations:  for  Captain  Chanal,  who 
examined  it,  with  the  intention  of  verifying  and 
confirming  the  account  of  his  predcceffors,  affirms 
that,  while  'the  French  ftaid  in  the  bay,  it  was  fo 
inconfiderable,  that,  if  the  Englifli  had  not  particu. 
larly  fpoken  of  it,  the  idea  of  mentioning  it  would 
never  have  occurred  to  him.  It  has  alfo  been  feen 
that,  during  the  ftay  of  the  French  in  the  bay, 
although  it  had  rained  almofl:  continually,  the  rL> 

•  FtgneroOy  page  248. 

f  S(e  note,  page  105,  of  this  volume* 
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vulet  in  the  fouth  cove  was  alinofl:  dry  *  :  Mr.  For-* 
sTER  makes  no  mention  of  this  rivulet,  and  Cook 
fays  merely  that  its  water  is  excellent  f  ;  but  it  ap- 
pears by  the  journal  of  the  latter,  that  at  the  pe- 
riod of  the  voyage  of  the  Englifti,  it  was  in  the 
SOUTH  cove  that  the  town,  or  village,  was  fitu- 
atcd  |,  and  it  is  not  prefumable  that  the  natives 
would,  in  order  to  aflemble  their  habitations  there* 
have  chofen  the  banks  or  the  vicinity  of  a  rivulet  . 
which  had  had  no  water  :  we  mud  therefore  be- 
lieve that,  at  this  period,  the  fouth  rivulet  had 
water  in  abundance ;  and,  without  pretending  to 
aflign  the  caufe  of  its  drying  up,  we  may  attribute 
to  its  want  of  water,  the  migration  of  the  natives, 
who,  at  the  period  of  the  flay  of  the  French,  ap- 
peared, for  a  confiderable  time  pafl:,  to  have  de- 
ferted  the  south  cove,  fmce  they  found  there  but  a 
very  fmall  number  of  inhabitants,  and  fome  for- 
faken  huts  ||  j  while  the  north  cove  which,  in 
Captain  Cook*s  time,  was  the  lead  peopled,  had 
fince  acquired  a  great  population,  no  doubt,  by 
the  influx  of  the  emigrants  from  the  south  cove. 
Thefe  remarks  lead  us  to  think  that  the  fprings 
and  rivers  of  the  ifland  are  fubje£t  to  confiderable 
increafes  and  diminutions ;  and  that  inundations  or 

*  See  page  69  of  this  volume. 

f  See  note,  page  106  16. 
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,  •   ;   I    -II.'  '  IT 


•II  V^]^ 

tm. 


><  v.-  511    "    '<  111;    -I 


mm 


8 


drought 


tio  marchand*s  voyage.      tJune  1791. 

drought  determine  the  natives  fometimes  to  re« 
move  their  dwellings  from  one  part  of  the  ifland 
to  another. 

The  voyage  of  the  Spaniards,  although  perform- 
ed at  a  much  more  didant  period,  furnifhes  us  with 
another  indication  of  thefe  removals ;  and  it  may 
cafily  be  conceived  that  they  mufl:  neither  be 
uncommon,  nor  difficult,  among  a  people  whofe 
moveable  property  is  not  cumberfome  to  carry 
about,  who  travel  in  canoes,  and  to  whom  the 
fpontaneous  produ£lions  of  nature  afford,  in  all 
places,  means  of  fubfidence,  and  materials  fit  for 
the  conflru^ion  of  their  habitations.  According 
to  FiGUEROA  *,  Mendana  had  found  in  the 
NORTH  cove,  a  regular  hamlet  or  village  laid  out 
by  the  fquare,  one  branch  of  which  extended  from 
north  to  fouth,  and  the  other,  from  eaft  to  well. 
The  modern  navigators,  whether  Englifh  or 
French,  faw  not  this  regular  village,  but  only  at 
a  rather  great  diflance  from  the  fhore,  fome  huts 
fcattered  about  in  the  vallies  and  on  the  fides  of 
the  hills,  and  intermingled  with  patches  of  wood. 

The  conflrudion  of  thefe  cabins  or  huts  is  very 
inferior  to  that  of  the  houfes  which  are  met  with 
in  the  Society  Iflands;  no  doubt  that,  being 
nearer  to  the  equino6lial  line,  by  about  feven  de- 
grees, the  Mendo9ans  enjoying  a  more  conflant 

*  Flgueroaf  page  245,  repeated  by  miftake,  four  page* 
after  anotlicr  which  bears  the  fame  nutnerals. 
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and  more  regular  warmth,  have  been  occupied 
only  in  protecting  thenifelves  from  the  fcorching 
rays  of  the  fun,  and  the  waters  of  the  iky.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  rains  are  abundant,  and  the  inun- 
dations, undoubtedly,  common  ;  for  every  houfc 
is  built  on  a  platform  of  (lones,  raifed  a  little  above 
the  level  of  the  ground.  The  walls  are  formed 
with  bamboo-canes,  feven  or  eight  feet  in  height, 
placed  clofe  together;  and  the  roof,  the  middle 
of  which  rifes  nine  or  ten  feet  above  the  founda* 
tion,  is  formed  by  other  bamboos  laid  in  a  paral- 
lel diredion  one  above  the  other,  and  covered  with 
leaves  of  a  fpecies  of  the  fan-palm,  according  to 
Surgeon  Roblet  ;  and  according  to  Captain 
Cook  and  Mr.  George  Forster,  leaves  of  the 
bread-fruit  tree  and  ratta  leaves.  Figueroa 
fays  that  the  roofs  are  ridged,  that  is,  they  carry 
off  the  water  by  a  double  Hope  *.  lA  one  of  the 
fronts  are  feen  a  door  and  a  window  ;  and  all  the 
red  is  filled  up.  Thefe  cabins  are,  in  general, 
nine  or  ten  feet  long,  by  five  or  fix  broaii,  and 
fome  are  fquare.  The  floor  is  paved  with  large 
Ibnes,  joined  together  very  neatly  f,  and  covered 
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•  Page  245- 

t  Thus  it  18  that  Surgeon  Roi/et  expreflea  himfelf  In  the  de- 
fcriptlon  which  he  has  ffiven  of  the  habitations  of  the  north 
cove  ;  but  George  Former  fays  that  the  hut  he  vifitcd  "  wa« 
"  placed  on  an  elevated  platform  of  ftones>  which  were  not 
*'  fmooth  and  even  enough  to  form  a  very  comfortable  couch, 
*•  though  they  were  covered  with  mats."    Vol.  ii.  page  2 1 . 
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with  mats.  On  the  outfide  of  the  habitations, 
are  alfo  perceived  platforms,  where  the  natives  fit 
down  and  amufe  themfelves :  thelie  are  paved  like 
thofe  of  the  infide  of  the  houfes,  no  doubt,  as  a 
proteflion  from  the  humidity  of  the  foil  in  the 
rainy  feafon. 

GEORGii  FoRSTER,  fpcaking  of  the  mountain 
which  furrounds  the  bay,  fays  that,  "  Along  its 
uppermofl  edge  we  faw  a  row  of  flakes  or  pali- 
fadoes,  cloft-ly  connected  together,  like  a  for« 
"  tification,  within  which,  by  the  help  of  our 
glafles,  we  difcovered  fomething  like  huts  *." 
Cook  fays,  alio  that,  "  they  feemed  to  have  dwell- 
ings,  or  flrong  holds,  on  the  fummits  of  the 
higheft  hills :  thefe  we  faw  only  by  the  help  of 
our  glafles  f."  They  are,  perhaps,  the  in* 
trenchments  of  which  Quiros  and  Figueroa  make 
mention,  and  in  which  the  natives  took  refuge^ 
after  the  Spaniards,  for  a  very  trifling  caufe, 
and,  undoubt<;dly,  from  a  mifconception,  had 
exterminated  a  no  fmall  number  of  them.  Mr. 
FoRSTtR  compares  thofe  palifaded  enclofures  to 
the  Hippas  of  New  Zealand,  in  which  the  war- 
like inhabitants  of  thofe  iflands  retire  with  their 
women,  their  childrtn,  arms,  and  provifions,  and 
entrench  themfelves,  when  one  nation  or  tribe  de- 
clares war  againft  another.     Captain  Chanal  in 

*  George  For/ler's  Voyuge,  vol.  ii.  page  lO. 
t  Cook's  Second  Foya^et  vol.  i.  f  aje  31 1. 
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vain  endeavoured  to  difcern  on  the  heiglits,  thefe 
palifaded  enclofures ;  he  could  not  difcover  one  of 
them :  perhaps  they  are  conflru^ed  only  for  cer- 
tain ceremonies,  and  exift  but  accidentally.  Mr, 
FoRSTER  had  reafon  to  think  that  thefe  might  be 
the  burying-places  of  the  inhabitants,  becaufe  Cap- 
tain Cook  having  been  to  vifit  the  habitation  of  a 
native  whom  the  Englifli  had  killed,  and  finding 
there  none  of  the  female  relations  of  the  unfortu- 
iiate  illander,  to  whom  he  wifhed  to  make  fome 
prefents,  he  inquired  what  was  become  of  them, 
and  he  learnt  that  the  women  were  gone  to  weep 
for  the  dead  man  on  the  top  of  the  mountain  *. 

Santa  Christina,  like  all  the  other  iflands  of 
the  group  of  which  it  forms  a  part,  is  very  high 
land ;  its  fhores  prefent  hollow  rocks,  the  black, 
fpongy,  hard,  and  brittle  (lone  of  which  indicates 
the  effe^  and  the  produce  of  a  great  volcanic 
eruption.  This  account  given  by  Captain  Cha- 
NAL,  is  conBrmed  by  the  obfervations  of  Surgeon 
RoBLET  :  "  The  nature  of  the  rock  which  is  found 
"  in  this  ifland,"  the  latter  tells  us,  '*  is  a  mixture 
"  of  volcanic  produ^ions,  black  and  ferruginoi.^, 
"  fpongy,  hard,  brittle,  red,  and  of  the  colour 
"  of  rufl: :  if  we  extend  oar  view  a  little  into  the 
"  interior  of  the  ifland,  we  perceive  a  ridge  of 
"  mountains,  which  appears  almoU  barren,  and 
"  the  crumbling  down  of  which  indicates  ancient 
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"  eruptions.**  All  the  diftrifts  which  Meflrs.  Fors- 
TER  andDr.  Sparrman  vifited  in  their  botanizing 
excurfions  they  found  covered  with  a  rich  mould  j 
and,  fays  Mr.  Forster,  *'  the  rocks  under  this 
"  mould,  which  appeared  chiefly  near  the  banks 
*'  of  the  rivulet,  contained  volcanic  produftions, 
**  or  different  kinds  oflava,  fome  of  which  are  full 
«*  of  white  and  greeniih  Ihells*.**  Santa  Chris- 
tina, therefore,  in  regard  to  its  origin,  and  the 
iiature  of  its  minerals,  is  fimilar  to  the  higher  of 
the  Society  Iflands,  which  announce  themfelves 
to  have  been  the  feat  of  ancient  volcanoes,  and  ex- 
hibit  throughout  traces  of  the  great  phyfical  re- 
volutions of  which  they  have  been  the  theatre. 
The  foil  of  the  vallies,  according  to  Captain 
Chanal,  is  a  very  Arong  mould,  fometimes 
black,  fometimes  red,  and  very  fit  for  vegetation. 
Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that,  although  mountainous, 
the  foil  confifls  of  a  flrong  black  earth,  where  grow 
various  fpecies  of  lichens,  graffes,  purflains,  and 
ihrubs.  The  thick  foreils  which  cover  the  vallies, 
the  trees  fcattered  on  the  hills,  and  the  verdure 
which  is  feen  to  reign  on  the  deep  fides  of  fome  of 
them — every  thing  attefts  the  fecundity  of  the  foil. 
The  French  voyagers  did  not  employ  themfdves 
in  the  fearch  of  plants,  which  requires,  in  him 
who  wi(hes  to  devote  himfelf  to  it,  a  preliminary 
ftudy  that  does  not  enter  into  the  plan  of  education 


•  Geor^t  Forjier't  Foyagtt  vol.  ii.  page  26, 


of 


June  1791.  J 

of  a  navigs 

Sparmann 

tany,  made 

the  mountan 

and  although 

low  them  tin 

though  the  p 

are  the  fame 

of  Mr.  Geor( 

afforded  few  i 

they   were  he 

Europe  fomi 

till  then  unacq 

learned  works 

interefting  anc 

ftould  be  defir 

kind  which  ma 

of  the  Mendo^ 

trees  refpeding 

acquire  fome  n 

^^  his  language 

^fie  greater  part 

a  valuable  refot 

Jong  voyage  un( 

company,  no  le 

The  vallies  c 

fiave  already  fai 

ahandfome  gro 

See  Georgt 


June  1791.]         marchand's  voyage.  115 

of  a  navigator ;    but  Meflrs.  Forster   and  Dr. 
Sparmann,  anxious  to  multiply  our  riches  in  bo- 
tany, made  feveral  excurfions  into  the  vallies,  up 
the  mountains,  and  into  the  forefts  of  the  ifland : 
and  although  the  (hortnefs  of  their  ftay  did  not  al- 
low them  time  to  make  an  abundant  harveft ;  al- 
though the  plants  of  Santa  Christina,  which 
are  the  fame  in  general,  according  to  the  account 
of  Mr.  George  Forster,  as  thofe  of  Taheitee, 
afforded  few  novelties  to  be  placed  in  their  herbal, 
they   were  however    enabled  to  make  known  to 
Europe  fome  fpecies  with  which   botanifts  were 
till  then  unacquainted  *.     I  can  only  refer  to  their 
learned  works  the   reader  who,    cultivating  that 
interefting  and  ufeful  branch  of  natural  hiftory, 
fhould  be  defirous  to  ftudy  the  produftions  of  this 
kind  which  may  be  peculiar  to  the  climate  and  foil 
of  the  MEND09A  Iflands  ;  I  (hall  fpeak  only  of  the 
trees  refpefting  which  it  behoves  the  navigator  to 
acquire  fome  notions  that  may,  to  exprefs  myfelf 
in  his  language,  ferve  him  as  /and-marksy  becaufe 
the  greater  part  afford  him  in  their  abundant  fruits, 
a  valuable  refource,   refrefhments  which,    after  a 
long  voyage  under  the  torrid  zone,  are,  to  a  fhip's 
company,  no  lefs  agreeable  than  necefTary. 

The  vallies  of  Santa  Christina  are,  as  I 
have  already  faid,  covered  with  trees,  and  all  of 
a  handfome   growth.     Surgeon  Roblet  gives  us 


*  Sec  George  Former's  Foyage,  vol.  ii.  page  32. 
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the  enumeration  of  thofe  which  he  particularly 
diftinguiflied  and  recognized ;  the  cocoa-palm,  the 

bread-fruit  tree*,   the   plantain-tree fs  the  cafu- 

*  A  bread-fruit  tree  is  a  field  of  com  to  an  iflander  of  the 
Great  Ocean ;  and  the  colonies  which  the  Europeans  have 
eftablifhed  in  the  Weft  Indies^  mnft  envy  the  iflands  of  the 
Tropics  and  of  the  Archipelago  of  ^Jia  this  invaluaLle  tree. 
The  Englifb,  who  know  all  its  value,  have  long  been  em- 
ployed in  enriching  their  iflands  with  it;  and  it  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  with  attention  and  perfeverance,  they  will  fuc- 
ceed  in  naturaUzing  it  there.  This  fpeculation  might,  in  fome 
rcfpedl,  be  contrary  to  the  mercantile  intereft  of  the  mother, 
countries  which  referve  to  themfelves  the  excluflve  right  of 
feeding  their  colonies,  in  order  to  referve  to  themfelves,  alfo 
exclufivcly,  the  mafs  of  the  colonial  produftions  :  but  it  will 
ever  be  repugnant  to  humanity,  juftice,  and  reafon,  to  place 
the  fubfiftence  of  part  of  our  countrymen  at  fifteen  hundred 
leagues  from  their  refidence. 

f  It  is  cuftomary  to  reckon  among  trees,  the  plantain-tret, 
which  is  rather  a  large  herbaceous  plant  than  a  tree ;  for  there 
are  no  trees  without  wood  and  branches,  and  the  plantain- 
tree  has  neither  the  one  nor  the  others.  But  its  port,  and  its 
fize,  reprefent  to  the  view  a  tree  rather  than  a  plant :  and  the 
plantain-tree  might  be  confidered  as  a  link  of  Nature  between 
(hefe  two  manners  of  growth  of  vegetables.  (See  Bomare'; 
Diffionnaire  d'Hiftoire  Naturelle,  at  the  word  Bananier.) 

Sidney  Pariin/ori,  draughtfman  to  Mr.  Bonis  in  Cooi's  firfl 
voyage,  fays,  in  fpeaking  of  the  plantains  and  bananas  that 
were  met  with  at  Taheitee  and  the  Society  Iflands,  that  •'  they 
reckon  more  "  than  twenty  forts  which  differ  in  fhape  and 
taftc  ;  fome  of  thefe  are  for  eating  raw,  and  others  beft  boiled, 
"  and  will  ferve  inltead  of  bread :  they  plant  them,"  adds  lie^ 
**  in  a  rich  foil,  and  take  great  pains  ip  their  cultivation." 
{Journal  of  a  Voyage  to  the  South  Seas,  tsfc.  London  1773. 
4to.  page  47.) 
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arina  *,  of  which  the  natives  fabricate  their  wea- 
pons ;  a  fpecies  of  dwarf-fir  ;  a  tree  which  out-tops 
all  the  refl:  by  its  height  and  the  extent  of  its 
branches,  but  the  fubftance  of  which  is  foft,  and 
which  may  be  compared  to  the  wild  fig-tree 
of  our  West-India  colonies  f ;  another,  whofe 
bloflbm  and  pod,  as  well  as  its  leaves,  perfectly 
refemble  thofe  of  the  tree  which  we  call  porcher 
in  the  East-Indies,  but  whofe  trunk  is  not  fo 
ftraight',  i<'>!y,  a  fpecies  of  walnut-tree  of  which 
particul?  ;;i  ion  will  hereafter  be  made.  To 
this  enumeration  mud,  doubtlefs,  be  added  the  pa. 
per  mulberry-tree  {jnorus  papyrifera  }),  fince  the  na- 
tives 

•  George  Forfler  fays  that  •*  the  eafuarina  Is  the  fame  tree " 
"  as  the  Tahciteans  call  Toa,  which  fignifies  waty  becaufe  k 
"  furniflies  the  inftruments  of  bloodftied."     (George  Forfier*t 
Voyage^  vol.  ii*.  page  1 8.) 

The  cafuaritia  or  toa  is,  next  to  the  bread-fruit  tree,  one  of 
the  moil  ufeful  and  beft  that  Nature  has  beilowed  on  the 
illands  of  the  Great  Ocean.  It  is  very  hard,  very  heavy,  and 
of  the  colour  of  the  mahogany-tree  of  Weft-India  colonies  : 
clubs,  lances,  beaters  or  mallets  which  ferve  for  the  fabrication 
of  cloths  of  the  bark  of  trees,  as  well  as  various  utenfils  and 
inftruments,  are  made  of  this  wood  which  is  never  eaten  by 
worms,  and  is,  in  fome  meaflire,  indeftrudlible. 

f  This  tree  might  be  that  which  the  natives,  according  to 
Captain  Cook,  employ  in  the  conftruAion  of  their  canoes, 
and  which  grows,  he  fays,  near  the  fca  in  great  plenty. 
(Cook'*  Second  Foyage,  vol.  i.  page  311.) 

X  This  fhrub,  which  probably  is  the  fame  as  that  of  whick 
the  Chinefe  fabricate  th<tir  paper,  and  which  is  improperly 
<i^\\f A  Jilk  papery  is  employed  in  all  the  tropical  iflands  in  the 
roanufadlure  of  clothe,  which  may  be  c^WtApaper-clotht,     This 
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lives  employ  the  fibres  of  its  bark  in  the  fabrica- 
tion of  their  cloths. 

Neither  Captain  Cook  nor  George  Forster 
have  particularly  fpoken  of  the  trees  which  grow  at 
Santa  Christina:  the  former  makes  mention 
only  of  the  plantain-tree,  the  bread-fruit  tree,  and 
the  cocoa-palm  ;  and  the  latter,  in  tellirig  us  that, 
with  the  exception  of  the  fpondias  apple,  the  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina  eat  the  fame  fruits 
and  the  fame  roots  as  thofe  of  Taheitee,  leaves 
us  to  fuppofe  that  the  fame  trees  are  to  be  found  in 
the  two  iflands  *.  He  however  indicates  fome 
which  are  not  included  in  the  enumeration  of  Sur. 
geon  RoBLET  :  he  fays  that,  not  far  from  the 
north  beach,  he  vifited  "  a  part  that  was  deftitute 
"  of  plantations,  and  covered  with  foreft-trees, 
*'  fome  of  which  feemed  to  be  very  good  tim- 
"  ber  f."  Is  this  the  fpecies  of  tree  which  Sur« 
geon  RoBLET  defignates  as  out-topping  all  the  reft, 
and  refembling  the  wild  fig-tree  of  our  WesT' 
India  colonies  \  or  that  which  Captain  Cook  has 
vaguely  mentioned  as  ferving  for  <he  conftru£lion 

tree  is  planted  in  layers,  and  cultivated  with  the  moft  particular 
attention.  When  it  has  reached  nearly  the  height  of  a  man,  it 
is  cut  down,  and  ftripped  of  its  bark,  which  is  ftecped  in  water; 
and  it  is  with  thia  bark,  thus  prepared  and  beaten  with  a 
fluted  mallet,  that  the  iflanders  fabricate  cloths  more  or  lefs 
fine,  according  to  the  proceedings  mote  or  lefs  ingenious  which 
tliey  employ  in  their  fabrication. 

*  George  Forjier's  Voyage^  vol.  il.  page  ay. 

I  Hid,  page  17. 
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qf  their  canoes  ?  Mr.  Forster  alfo  fays  that 
<<  having  walked  a  mile  and  a  half  on  the  fouth  fide 
"  of  the  rivulet,  he  entered  a  thick  wpod,  where 
"  he  chiefly  faw  the  ratta  or  Taheitee  nut-trees 
**  (Jnoearpus)  which  grew  to  a  confiderable  fize 
"  and  height,  and  fome  fine  bread-fruit  trees ; 
"  both  which  are  planted  in  the  plains  at  Ta- 
«*  HEiTEE,  the  heat  being  lefs  violent  there  than  at 
♦*  thefe  iflands  *."  He  alfo  mentions  a  fpecies  of 
palm-tree,  when,  fpeaking  of  the  umbrellas  ufed 
by  the  natives,  he  fays  that  "  the  leaves,  upon 
"  examination,  were  found  to  belong  to  the  corypha 
"  umbracullfera  f .  In  another  place,  he  relates 
that  having  endeavoured  to  reach  the  fummit  of 
the  lofty  mouu'^ains,  where  were  perceived  thofe 
palifades  mentioned  in  the  accounts  of  the  Spaniards 
(which  the  French  were  never  able  to  difcover 
notwithftanding  their  extreme  anxiety  to  fee 
them),  that  the  afcent  was  at  firft  not  very  fa* 
tiguing ;  **  feveral  gentle  hills  formed  the  fore- 
"  ground,  which  were  almoft  level  on  the  fummits, 
and  contained  feveral  fpacious  plantations  of  ba- 
"  nanas,  in  excellent  order.  Thefe  fpots  always 
opened  on  us  unexpededly,"  continues  he, 
as  the  reft  of  our  way  lay  through  a  clofe-tufted 
"  wood  of  fruit-trees,  mixed  with  other  forts,  ex. 
"  tremelypleafant  to  us,  on  account  of  the  cooling 
"  fhade.    Here  and  there  we  met  with  a  foHtary 

*  George  For/!er't  f^oyage,  vol.  ii.  page  20. 
•\  Ibid,  page  23. 
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**  cocoa  palnti  "which,  fzr  from  Whxng  its  royal  head 
"  with  becoming  pride,  was  out-topped  and  hid  by 
meaner  trees.  In  general,  thefe  trees  do  not 
thrive  well  upon  mountains,  preferring  a  low 
"  Htuation ;  infomuch  that  they  abound  upon  the 
**  coral-ledges  ♦,  where  they  have  fcarcely  foil 
"  fufficient  to  take  root  f.** 

From  this  obfervation  of  Mr*  Forster,  we 
ihould  imagine  that  the  cocoa-palm  is  fcarce  in 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina;  and  Captain 
Coo.K*s  account  feems  to  confirm  it :  "  The  trees, 
plants,  and  other  productions  of  thefe  "  ides," 

*  It  has  been  obferved  that,  in  general,  the  cocoa-palm 
grows  to  a  great  elevation  in  low  grounds,  and  never  attain^ 
an  equal  height  on  the  mountains  :  and,  indeed,  the  fineil  trees 
of  this  fpecies  that  are  to  be   met   with,  are  thofe  which  are 
produced  on  the  coral-iflands,  where  the  little  depth  of  tiie 
(oil  neither  feems  likely  to  afford  hold  to  their  roots,  nor  to  fur- 
ni(h  them  with  a  point  of  fupport  fufficiently  folid  to  refill  the 
efforts  of  the  winds  which  agitate  their  fummits,  loaded  with 
the  weight  of  their  fruits.     We  arc  ftill  more  aftonifhed,  when 
we  know  that  the  principal  root  of  the  tree  penetrates  very 
little  into  the  ground  ;  but  it  is  furrounded  by  a  very  great 
quantity  of  fmaller  roots,  interwoven    one    with  the   other, 
which   help  to  ftrengthen  the  tree  ;  and  it  may  eafily  be  con- 
ceived that  all  thefe  little  ramifications  which  run  along  on 
the  coral  ledges,  find  means  to  introduce  and  faflen  (hem- 
felves  into  all  the  interfticeii  of  the  coral,  and  into  all  the  num- 
berlefs  holes  of  thofe  fpecies  pf  ftone-fponges  \yhich  enter  into 
the  formation   of  the  low  iflands.      The   inha?'tants  of  the 
countries  to  which  Nature  has  granted  the   cocoa-palm,  owe 
continual  thankfgivings  to  her  author:  this  tree  alone  fatisfies 
all  the  wants  of  man ;  it  affords  him  food,  drink,  furniture, 
cloth,  and  a  great  number  of  implements. 
f  George  Forjler's  Voyage,  vol  ii.  page  24. 

fays 
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fays  he,  "  fo  far  as  we  know,  are  nearly  the  fame 
«<  as  at  Otaheits  and  the  Society  Ifles.  The 
**  refreftiments  to  be  got  are  hogs,  fowls,  plan- 
"  tains,  yams,  and  fome  other  roots ;  likewife 
"  bread-fruit  and  cocoa-nuts,  but  ofthefe,  not  many*." 
The  French  by  no  means  experienced  this  fcarcity 
of  cocoa-nuts  :  in  truth,  they  faw,  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  NORTH  cove,  only  a  fmall  number  of 
palms  of  the  fpecies,  of  thofe  which  bear  this 
fruit ;  but,  to  judge  by  the  quantity  of  nuts  wf  ich 
the  natives  haftened  to  bring  them,  and  of  which 
it  may  be  faid  that  they  were  prodigal,  there  is 
reafon  to  think  that  the  tree  is  very  common  in 
the  diftrifts  more  remote  from  the  fea :  Captain 
Chanal  even  fays,  that,  if  this  fruit  could  be 
kept,  it  would  have  been  eafy  to  lay  in  a  ftock  for 
feveral  days.  "Whence  then  has  arifen  fcarcity  for 
the  Engliih,  and  abundance  for  the  French  ?  It 
muft,  no  doubt,  be  attributed  only  to  the  differ- 
ence of  the  feafons :  the  former  were  at  La  Ma- 

•  CooVs  Second  Vvyage,  vol.  i.  page  308.  He  has  faid, 
however,  (page  302)  that  the  day  after  his  arrival,  Augufl 
9th,  "  he  got  by  exchanges  as  much  fruit  as  loaded  two 
'*  boats,"  and  on  the  loth,  (page  303)  "  tJie  trade  onjioore 
''^  for  fruit  was  as  br'i/kas  ever."  On  the  i  ith,  in  the  after- 
noon, he  put  to  fea.  The  facility  with  which  he  obtained 
fruita  during  his  ftay  of  three  days  feems  not  to  announce 
fcarcity,  nor  even  rarity  ;  and  yet  the  death  of  one  of  the  na- 
tives, killed  by  the  Englifli  on  their  arrival,  muil  not  have  in- 
duced thofe  whom  fright  had  caufed  to  retire  into  the  interior 
<xf  the  ifland,  to  return  to  the  coaft  for  the  purpofe  of  bartering 
their  fruits. 
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DRS  DE  Dios  about  the  middle  of  April,  which 
is  the  middle  of  the  autumn,  and  the  latter,  about 
the  end  of  June,  the  period  when  the  winter  begins. 
Jt  is  well  known  that  the  cocoa-palm  frudifies  twice 
or  thrice  in  the  year  j  and  the  French  may  have 
inet  with  a  good  crop. 

Chance  muft  have  been  equally  favourable  to 
them  in  regard  to  bread-fruit ;  they  found  it  very 
plentiful,  while,  as  has  been  feen.  Captain  Cook 
gives  us  to  underftand  that  it  could  not  be  procured 
but  in  fmall  quantities.  As  for  the  quality  of  this 
firuit ;  Mr.  Fouster,  without  fpeaking  of  the 
abundance  or  the  fcarcity,  fays  merely  that  "  their 
♦'  bread-fruit  (at  Santa  Christina)  is,  doubt- 
**  lefs,  the  largefl  and  moft  delicious  which  he  ever 
♦«  tailed  *.'*  Captain  Chanal  fays  too,  that  thefe 
fruits,  dreffed  and  roafted  by  the  natives,  were 
a  moft  agreeable  food  ;  but  that  thofe  which  were 
brought  on  board  for  fale,  undoubtedly  not  being 

fufficiently  ripe,  the  crew  could  not  fucceed  in 
giving  them  ,a  proper  degree  of  drefling,  and 
that  they  no  longer  found  any  reli(h  in  them  f . 

The 

*  George  Forjlcr* s  Voyage,  vol.  li.  page  27. 

^  We  arc  indebted  to  Figuiroa,  who  is  himfelf  indebted  to 
^lirosy  for  the  firft  defcription  that  was  given  of  the  fruit  of 
the  bread-fruit  trtc :  it  appears  that  it  was  at  Santa  Chriflina 
that  the  Spanrards  favv  and  ate  it  for  the  iirll  time.  ♦*  The 
*«  trees,"  fays  he,  "  which  grew  in  the  environs  of  the  Bay  of 
«•  La  -Madre  de  Dios,  bear  a  fruit  that  attains  the  bignefs  nearly 
♦*  of  a  child's  head  (and  the  fiiape  too,  fays  Captain  Cook). 

"  Its 
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The  plantains  are  large,  excellent,  and  common. 
Betides  the  three  principal  fruits  which  I  have 
mentioned,  the  plantain,  the  cocoa-nut,  and  the 
bread-fruit,  there  is  alfo  a  fort  of  fweet  potatoe,  a 
fpecies  of  apple  *,  ginger,  cucumbers,  like  thofe 

which 

^  I    >  I  ■ -1 — *— >         » ■        .  I  I  'm 

*♦  Its  colour  18  a  bright  green,  when  it  is  ripe,  and  deeper, 
"  when  it  is  not.  Its  furface  is  reticulated,  like  that  of  a  fir«. 
'«  apple  (not  much  unlike  a  truffle,  fays  Cooi).  Its  ftiapc  is 
"  not  exaAly  round  ;  it  is  a  littleoblong,  and  not  fo  big  in  the 
♦'  lower  as  in  the  upper  part.  The  peduncle  extends  into  the 
•*  middle  of  the  fruit  to  form  the  core  and  partitions.  It  nei-. 
'*  ther  has  kernel  nor  feeds ;  and,  with  the  exception  of  the 
<*  {hell  orhuOc,  which  is  thin,  it  is  all  <:aten  ;  it  is  a  pafte  of 
"  no  great  flavour  when  it  Is  ripe,  and  which  has  ftill  lefs  when 
«<  it  is  green.  The  Spaniards  ate  this  fruit  in  great  quantities, 
"  and  drelTed  in  ever)"-  way  ;  they  thought  it  fo  delicious,  that 
"  they  called  it  hlanc  mauler.  It  is  a  wholefome  and  very  fub- 
"  Rantial  food.  The  leaves  of  the  tree  are  large,  and  deeply 
«*  notched,  like  thofe  of  the  papaw-tree,  a  tree  peculiar  to  the 
»*  Well  and  Eaft  Indies."  See  Figueroa,  Heches,  &c.  (page  246, 
which  is  the  fourth  after  another  bearing  the  fame  numerals.) 
Cook  fays  that  "  its  leaves  are  frequently  a  foot  and  a  half 
♦'  long,  of  an  oblong  fliape,  deeply  finuated  like  thofe  of 
««  the  fig-tree."  (See  Cook's  Firft  Voyage,  Ha'wkefwortli't- 
Compilation,  vol.  ii.  page  80. )  If  we  confider  the  fize  of  the 
leaf,  Figturoa,  in  comparing  it  to  that  of  the  papaiv-lree,  de- 
fcribes  it  better  than  if  we  compare  it  to  that  of  the  Jig-tree, 
A  defcription  of  the  bread-fruit  tree  and  its  fruit,  of  the  va- 
rious ufes  in  wbich  the  former  is  employed  at  Taheitee,  and  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  latter  is  dreffed,  is  to  be  found  In  Par- 
iinfon'a  Journal,  page  45, 

•  Captain  Ghana!  is  the  only  one  of  the  voyagers  who  makts 
mention  of  this  fpecies  of  apple  ;  he  has  not  given  a  defcription 
of  it  in  his  Journal  ;  but  from  what  I  have  learned  verbally 
from  himfelf,  he  ate  of  the  fruit,*^  but  faw  not  the  tree.  The 
apple  of  Santa  Chrj/Iiua  is  of  the  fize  of  a  medlar,  and  of  an 
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which  grow  without  culture  in  our  West  India 
Iflands  *,  watcr'Crefs,  and  purflain,  in  abundance 
and  of  an  excellent  quality ;  the  yam,  as  well  as 
fome  other  roots  which  Captain  Cook  contents 
himfelf  with  indicating,  without  fpecifying  them. 
In  Figueroa's  narrative  f,  mention  is  alfo  made 
of  a  calabafh  or  pumpkin,  calabafa,  like,  fays  he, 
that  of  Castile  ;  it  was  four  i  on  the  beach  j  and 
the  Spaniards  gathered,  between  the  calabaflies, 

oblong  (hape  ;  its  fle(h  is  aqueous,  and  its  flavour  agreeable, 
both  of  which  recall  to  mind  in  fome  degree  thofe  of  the  In- 
dia tnang9t   if>  like  that  Afiatic  fruit,  this  apple  were  impreg- 
nated with  a  tafte  of  turpentine.     I  do  not  prefume  that  it  is 
the  ji-oee  of  the  Ifland  of  Tahettee,  or  the  jpondias  apple  which 
Mr.  Former  exprefsly   Hates  is  not  to  be  met  with  at  Santa 
Chriflina  :   we  might,  however,  perceive  in  it  fome  affinity,  if 
-  we  compare  it  with  the  avite  defcribed  by    Sidney    Parkinfon. 
••  This  fruit,"  fays  he,  ♦•  which,  I  believe,  is  peculiar  to  the 
"  Society  Iflands,  is  of  an  oval  Hiape,  yellow  when  ripe,  and 
<*  grows  in  bunches  of  three  or  four,  and  is  about  the  iize  of  a 
*«  middling   apple,  with  a  large   ftringy   core :  it  is  a   very 
**  wholefome    and    palatable  fruit,  improving    on  the  taile, 
**  which  is  neareft  that  of  a  mango ;  it  is  ftrongly  impreg- 
**  nated  with  turpentine,  and  makes  excellent  pies,  when  green." 
(See  Parkinfon* s  Journal,  page  39.) 

•  The  fnakc-cucumber  (Cueumis  yinguria.  Linn.)  differs 
fi-om  that  of  our  climates :  it  has  angular  ftems,  five  or  fix  feet 
long,  and  rough  to  the  touch  ;  its  leaves,  like  thofe  of  the 
coloquintida,  are  laciniated  or  palmated  ;  the  female  flowers  are 
fiiccecded  by  fruits  of  the  fizc  of  a  pullet's  eggf  but  more 
elongated,  whitifli,  and  covered  throughout  with  fmall  hairs 
or  prickles,  which  eafily  come  off  on  rubbing  the  hand  over 
it.  This  fruit  is  good  to  be  eaten  :  it  is  pickled  in  vinegar  like 
the  girkins  or  fmall  cucumbers  of  our  gardens.  (See  Bo- 
marb'r  Z>i^. //'////?.  Nat.  at  the  word  Concombre.) 
^  Figueroa,  Hechos,  &c.  page  246, 
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flowers  agreeable  to  the  fight,  but  inodorous  * . 
They  penetrated  no  great  way  into  the  interior  of 

the 

*  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  calalajb  mentioned  in  the 
Spanidi  voyage,  and  which  grows  on  the   beachi  is  of   tlie 
^ourd  genus,  and  belongs  to   the  cucwhUacee  family,   which 
prcfents   fo  many  varieties.     This  calabafli,   of  which  no  no- 
tice has  been  taken  either  by  the   Engliih  or  the    French) 
muit  not  be  confounded  with  that  fpokcn  of  by  Surgeon  Rolltt, 
and  which  is  employed  by  the  natives  of  the  iiland,  in  making 
various  houfehold  utenfils,  vefFtls  fit  for  the  conveyance  of  li- 
quids, 5cc.  {Seev/]\9X.  is  faid  of  Ulenfih).     The  former  is   the 
herb  or grounJ-ca/ab/i/h,  the  fruit  of  the  creeping  calaba/h  ;    the 
latter  is  the  fruit  of  the  cahlujh-trte.     (See  the  words  courge 
and  taUhaJfe  in  Bomare's  DiS.  d^Hi/i.  Nat  )  It  is  well  known 
that  tltis  tree,   which  is  of  the  fize  of  our  apple- tree,  is  very 
common  in  the  Well  Indies ;  it  is  to  be  met  with  at  the  An- 
tilles, in  New  Spain,  in  Guiana,  and  at  St.  Domingo,  on  the 
hills  and  in  the  plains :    it  produces  flelhy  fruits,  with  a  hard 
rind,  which,  by  their  bignefs  and  fliape,  frequently  refemble  our 
calabaihes  and  gourds.     The  cahhajb-tree  alone  furnifhes,  by  its 
fruit,  the  greater  part  of  tlie  fmall  articles  of  houfehold  furni. 
lure  of  a  larib  or  negro  in  the  Weft  India  colonies  :   the  French 
negroes  give  the  name  of  couh  to  thefe  utenfils,  pails,  pots,  bot- 
tles, plates,  glafles,  fpoons,  See.     In  particular  they   make  of 
it  diihes,  in  which  they  contrive  to  heat  water.     The  goligt)  or 
coymloue,  fo  ufeful  to  the  negroes  and  favages,  for  putting  by 
their  food,  andpreferving  it  clean,  is  nothing  more  than  a  cala- 
bafli emptied,  with  an   opening   to  admit  of  introducing  the 
hand ;  this  opening  iii  clufely  fluit  by  means  of  a  piece  of  a  cala- 
bafli, cut  in  the  ftiape  of  a  calotte.     The  Indians  frequently  or- 
nament thefe  utenfils  in  different  manners  ;  fome,  while  the  fruit 
isftillfrelh,  dcxterouily  lemove  portions  of  the  epidermis,  and 
form  various  defigns,  in    alto  and   bafs  relief,  in  the  (lyle  of 
howls ;  but  I  will  not  fay  that  they  have  their  beauty,  although 
they  may,  very  probably,    have    furnilhed  the  idea  ;  others, 
when  the  fruit  is  taken  out  and  dried,  poUlh  the  exterior  fur- 
face  of  the  calabaOi,  and  enamel  it  in  a  plcaling  manner  with 
arnotta,  indigOi  and  other  haiidfome  colours  prepared  with  the 
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the  ifland  ;  but  thofe  who  went  the  fartheft  from 
the  (hore,  aflerl  that  all  the  trees,  which  they  could 
perceive,  had  the  appearance  of  fruit-trees. 

Our  voyagers  neither  perceived  lemons  nor 
oranges :  it  is  well  known  that  Quiros,  and  more 
recently  Cook,  faw  thefe  fruits  on  the  Tier r a 
Austral  del  Espiritu  Santo;  but  it  is  not 
known  that  any  of  them  have  been  found  on  other 
iflands  between  the  tropics.  The  navigator  who 
ihould  fucceed  in  enriching  thofe  lands  with  fruits 
fo  valuable  in  countries  where  the  uf6  of  them 
would  be  falutary,  would  merit  the  good  wiflies  of 
thofe  whom  nature  has  placed  there* 

Santa  Christina  poflefles  the  fugar-cane,  of 
which  neither  the  Spaniards  nor  the  Englifh  make 
mention ;  but  the  inhabitants  know  not  its  value. 
Its  fugar  is  tolerably  fweet ;  it  grows  to  the  height 
of  fix  or  feven  feet,  and  is  upwards  of  an  inch  in 
diameter  ;  it  is  not  fo  yellow  as  that  of  our  fugar 
iflands  •,  and'  its  knots  are  clofer :  it  more  refem- 
bles  the  fugar-cane  of   the  Windward  Iflands 

gum  of  the  mahogany-tree  ;  their  defigns  in  the  favage  ftylc, 
although  executed  without  rule  or  compafTcs,  are  not  deficient 
in  regularity ;  thefe  works  are  to  be  feen  in  the  cabinets  of  the 
curious.  It  may  be  prefumcd  that  tlie  utenfils  for  which  the 
natives  of  Santa  Chriftina  employ  the  fruit  of  the  calabafli-tree, 
have  much  refemblance,  as  to  the  fliapes  and  ufes  for  which 
they  are  intended,  to  thofe  which,  in  the  Weft  Indies,  coniH  • 
lute  part  of  the  moveables  of  a  fmall  family  :  every  where,  they 
who  make  ufe  of  them,  take  a  deUght  in  ornamenting  them 
with  paintings  and  engravings. 

than 
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than  that  of  St.  Dominoo.  As  it  grows  in  the 
woods,  where  it  receives  the  rays  of  the  fun  only 
through  the  thick  foliage  of  the  large  trees,  it 
may  be  conceived  that  it  muft  be  of  a  quality  v!*ry 
Inferior  to  that  of  the  canes  of  our  West  Indl* 
colonies ;  but  it  may  be  prefumed  thtit,  with  a 
better  expofure,  means  might,  without  much 
difficulty,  be  found  to  improve  its  fpecies  by  cuU 

ture. 

Among  the  fruits  that  the  Ifland  of  San  r.v 
Christina  produces,  there  are  two  of  whicU 
Mf.ndana's  hiflorians  have  given  us  a  defcrip- 
tion  *,  and  of  which  no  indication  is  to  be  found 
In  the  journals  of  the  Englifh.  The  firft  is  the 
chefnut,  contained,    like   that    of  Europe,   in  a 

prickly  (hell ;  the  volume  of  its  fiefti  equals  in 
bignefs  that  of  fix  Castile  chcTnuts^  and  has 
the  tafte  of  them  :  its  (hape  is  that  of  a  heart  flat* 
tened.  The  fecond  is  a  walnut  of  the  bignefs  of 
our  common  walnut,  and  nearly  of  the  fame  fla- 
vour ;  the  kernel  is  contained  in  a  fhell  or  ligneous 
hulk,  very  hard,  and  of  a  fmgle  piece ;  bul  it  Is 
not,  like  thofe  of  our  climate;^,  divided  '.mo  four 
lobes  feparated  by  a  thick  flcln  ;  it  comes  whole 
out  of  its  (hell,  w^ en  the  )aU"^r  is  broken.  The 
Spaniards  ate  great  quantities  of  thefe  nuts,  and 
even  laid  in  a  ftock  of  them.     It  is  faid  in  Figu- 

•  Ftgutraa,  Hechos,  Sec.  page  246,  the  fourth  after  another 
which  bears  the  fame  numerals. 
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eroa's  narrative,  that  they  difcovered  latterly 
that  this  walnut  is  an  oily  fruit  {azeytofa  *) ;  but 
we  do  not  underfland  what  is  the  objed  of  this  obfer. 
vation ;  for  it  is  quite  natural  that  walnuts  ihould 
be  oily :  perhaps  the  hiflorian  meant  that  thefe 
walnuts,  when  kept  too  long,  acquired  a  rancid 
tafte  ;  which  would  likewife  be  very  natural.  Be 
this  as  it  may,  the  French  neither  perceived  chef- 
nut-trees  nor  chefnuts ;  but  they  faw  walnut-trees 
in  great  numbers,  ate  the  fruit  of  them,  and  found 
it  of  an  excellent  flavour.  They  will  not,  how- 
ever, advife  voyagers  to  imitate  them  \  for  thefe 
walnuts,  which  are  very  relifhing,  are  a  pernicious 
fruit  \  they  occafioned  all  thofe  who  had  eaten  of 
them,  either  violent  reachings  or  violent  colics,  fol- 
lowed by  a  iftrong  purging,  accidents,  which  muft 
have  made  them  think  that  this  fruit  was  of  a  poi- 
fonous  quality ;  but  Surgeon  Roblet,  who  had 
feen  the  natives  of  the  ifland  eat  of  it  without 
being  incommoded  by  it,  judged  that  it  had  merely 
occafioned  iivdigedions,  which  had  produced  differ- 
ent fymptoms,  according  to  the  difpofition  or 
quality  of  the  ftomachs  ;  and  for  removing  them, 
he  employed  only  warm  water  and  tea.  The  Spa- 
niards do  not  tell  us  whether  they  experienced  any 
inconvenience  from  having  eaten  of  it  immode- 
rately. 

*  Figueroa,  Hechos,  &c.  il'td.  He  exprefles  himfelf  thus: 
Com'uron  y  Uevaron  muchas,  dcfculr'ttudo  al  ultimo  ferf rut  a  azey- 
tofa. 
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Is  the  walnut-tree  of  Santa  Christina  the 
Katta  (inocarfus)  or  Taheitee  walnut-tree  of  Mr. 
FoRSTER,  which,  according  to  him  is  feen  Jn  great 
quantities  in  the  former  of  thefe  iflands  *  ?  I  find 
an  abridged  defcription  of  this  tree  and  its  fruit 
in  the  journal  of  Sidney  Parkinson,  draughtf- 
man  to  Mr.  Banks  In  Captain  Cook's  firft  voyage. 
The  walnut-tree  of  Taheitee,  which  Parkinson 
defignates  by  the  names  o^E-hce  or  E^ratta,  in  the 
Taheitean  language,  and  in  Latin ;  Atiiotumfagife. 
rum,  **  is  a  tall  and  (lately  tree,  which  bears  a 
"  round  flat  fruit,  covered  with  a  thick  tough 
"  coat,  and,  when  roaded  and  dripped  of  its 
"  rind,  eats  as  well  as  a  chefnut  f."  This  defcrip- 
tion of  the  fruit  of  the  ratta  by  no  means  refem- 
bles  that  ^hich  Figueroa  and  v  aptain  Chanal 
have  given  us  of  the  walnuts  of  Santa  Chris- 
tiNA  ;  it  rather  reminds  us  of  that  of  the  chefnut 
of  this  fame  ifland  of  which  the  Spaniards  fpeak, 
but  which  was  neither  perceived  by  the  Englifh  nor 
the  French.  To  whatever  fpecies  the  tree  which 
bears  this  nut  may  belong,  we  mud  fuppofe  that, 
in  the  feafon  when  Captain  Cook  touched  at  La 
Madre  de  Dios,  it  had  not  reached  the  (late  of 
maturity,  and  that  the  £ngli(h,  who  ate  none  of  it, 
could  not  poiTibly  be  acquainted  with  its  hurtful 
quality  j  for  we.  mud  be  certain  that,  if  they  had 
experienced  it,  they  would  not  have  failed  to  warn 


*  Ste  page  1 19  of  this  volume. 

f  Parlnnfon't  Journal f  &c.  page  39. 
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feamen  againft  the  danger  of  this  fruit :  perhaps 
too,  they  ate  of  it  with  impunity  as  the  natives  eat 
it }  yet,  in  this  cafe,  we  cannot  but  be  aftoniflied 
that  neither  Captain  Cook  nor  Mr.  Forster 
Ihould  have  made  no  mention  of  it :  a  fruit  which 
is  abundant,  and  which  offers  an  article  of  food, 
always  attrafls  the  attention  of  the  navigator; 
and  every  thing.merits  that  of  the  philofopher  and 
of  the  naturalift,  in  a  newly-difcovered  country. 

In  the  account  given  by  Figueroa,  we  read 
that  Mend  ana  had  caufed  maize  to  be  fown  in 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christiisia,  in  prefence  of 
the  natives  *  :  but,  no  doubt,  the  latter  have  not 
endeavoured  to  multiply  this  grain,  with  the  uti- 
lity  of  which  they  were  unacquainted  j  for  it  does 
not  appear  that  the  modern  voyagers  met  with  any 
trace  of  this  culture.  Befides,  prodigal  Nature  has 
fo  liberally  difpenfed  food  to  the  inhabitant  of  the 
iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean,  that,  in  general, 
he  is  very  indifferent  refpeding  the  means  of  in- 
creaiing  it.  "We  have  feen  that  Captain  Cook  had, 
by  dint  of  attention,  fucceeded.  in  tranfporting 
into  fome  of  the  iflands  fituated  between  the 
tropics,  cows,  ewes,  goats,  even  mares,  as  well  as 
a  proportionate  number  of  males  of  thefe  different 
fpecies ;  and  we  know  that  the  voyagers  who  have 
fmce  vifited  the  very  iflands  where  Cook  had  de- 
pofited  thefe  various  flocks,  made  vain  refearches, 


Figueroat  Jlechos,  &c.  page  247. 
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in  order  to  difeover  what  was  become  of  them.     It 
appears,  either  that  thefe  European  animals  could 
not  accommodate  themfelves  to  the  climate  between 
the  tropics,  whether  on  account  of  the  difference 
of  the  climate  alone,  or  for  want  of  the  forage 
or  grain  that  was  fuitable  to  them  j  or,  which  is 
more  probable,   the  improvident  natives  extermi- 
nated them,  perhaps,  for  the  fake  of  having  the 
fldn  and  the  bones :  but,  whatever   may  be  the 
caufe,  it  is  certain  that  there  was  not  to  be  found 
a  fmgle  individual  of  aL.y  one  of  the  fpecies.     I 
am,  however,  far  from  confidering  this  lofs  as  a 
misfortune  to  the  natives  of  the  iflands :  a  fertile 
foil  fpontaneoufly  affords  them  a  nourifhment  more 
wholefome,  more  appropriate  to  the  climate  and  to 
their  mode  of  life,  than  that  which  is  derived  from 
the  animal  kingdom.     I  am  inclined  to  believe  that 
in  tranfporting,  at  a  great  expenfe,  living  animals 
from  one  hemifphere  to  the  other,  the  firft  objeft 
of  Europeans  was  to  ameliorate  the  fituation  of  that 
portion  of  the  human  race  which  they  found  dif- 
fi^aiinated  on  fmall  iflands  in  the  middle  of  the 
Great  Ocean  ;  and  this  provident  folicitude  does 
honour  to  their  philanthropy :  but,  without  wifli- 
ing  to  leffen  the  merit  of  their  generofity,  it  may 
alfo  be  imagined  that  their  perfonal  inter<^(l,  which 
ought  not  to  have  been  forgotten,  fuggefled  to 
them,  by  the  introdu£lion  of  the  animals  neceffary 
for  their  own  fubfiflence,  to  hufband  for  them- 
felves, for  the  time  to  come,  certain  refources  in 
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thofe  diftant  couhtries  where  their  fhips  might 
touch  when  they  crofs  the  vaft  fea  which  feparates 
America  from  Asia  j  and,  to  examine  the  quef- 
tion  philofophically,  it  is  not  perhaps  unfortunate 
for  the  inhabitants  of  the  iflands  that  Europeans  are 
not,  by  procuring  fupplies  too  eafily,  tempted 
to   pay  them  too  frequent  vifits. 

If  we  can  be  furprifed  that  the  maize  of  the  Spa- 
niards  has  left  no  flioot  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa 
Christina,  we  mud  be  ftill  morefo  to  fee  neither 
in  the  hands  of  the  inhabitants,  nor  in  their  ha- 
bitations,  any  of  the  European  commodities  which 
Captain  Cook  lefr  there,  in  1 774,  in  exchange  for 
the  provifions  that  he  obtained  :   it  even  appeared, 
"when  a  looking-glafs  was  prefented  to  them,  that 
it  was  the  firft  time  of  theit  feeing  one :  we  are 
aflured  that  they  were  abfolutely  ignorant  of  the 
ufe  that  can  be  made  of  a  knife  :  and,  if  the  French 
had  not  known  of  the  voyages  of  their  ptedeceflbrs, 
they  might  have  believed  that  they  were  the  firft 
navigators  jrho  had  landed  on  thcfe  iflands.   How* 
ever,  the  natives  who  inhabit  the  environs  of  the 
Bay  of  La  Madre   de  Dios,  remembered  very 
well  the  vifit  of  the  Englifli ;  and  the  name  of 
Captain   Cook  had  remained  engraved  on  their 
memory ;   but  this  is  all  that  remained  of  this  j 
fecond  vifit  of  the  Europeans.    We  are  not  afto« 
niftied  that  they  fhould  have  lod  all  remembrance 
of  that  of  the  Spaniards ;  two  centuries  have  elapfed 
fince  that  period ;  and  to  the  iflanders  of  the  | 
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Great  Ocean,  two  centuries  are  what  is  to  us 
almoft  an  eternity :  but  how  happens  it  that,  in 
the  ihort  fpace  of  feventeen  years,  the  ufe  of  look- 
ing-glafles  and  that  of  knives  are  entirely  forgot- 
ten ?    How  happens  it  that  looking-glafTes,  knives, 
hatchets,  nails,  glafs-beads,  &c.  are  all  deftroyed, 
or  have  vaniflied  ?    We  are  at  a  lofs  what  con- 
jefture  to  form  in  regard  to  their  having  difap- 
peared  in    fo   unaccountable   a    manner.     The 
illanders  are,  in  general,  too  greedy  after  our  com- 
modities, which  they  endeavour  to  procure  even  by 
theft,  fometimes  at  the  expenfe,  and  always  at  the 
riik  of  their  life  ;  they  appear  to  fet  too  great  a 
value  on  them,  for  us  to  be  able  to  fpppofe  that 
the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  had  parted  with 
thofe  which  they  had  received  from  the  Englifli, 
to    the  inhabitants  of  the  neighbouring  iflands 
with  whom  they   may   have  a  communication : 
and  would  they  have  parted  with  the  whole  of 
them,  fo  as  not  to  leave  a  fmgle  article  in  their 
poffeflion?     Is  it  merely  the  efFeft  of  their,  care- 
leflhefs,  of  their  negligence,  of  their  thoughtleff- 
nefs,  which  fuifer  all  to  be  deftroyed,  and  occa- 
fjon  them  to  forget  every  thing  ?    But  this  effect 
would  have  been  very  quick,  and  would  be  very 
general.    Let  us  wait  till  other  voyagers  have  ptP- 
cured  us  new  lights  that  may  guide  us  in  clearing 
up  a  faft,  which,  till  now,  appears  inexplicable. 

It  remains  for  me  to  make  known  the  animals 
which  are  to  be  found  at  Santa  Christina. 
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The  hog  is  the  only  quadruped  :  I  do  not  fpeak 
of  the  rat  which,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the 
inhabitants,  has  muhiplied  exceflively  in  the  ifland. 
Hie  fpeciq^  of  hog  is  fmall,  but  its  flefli  is  delicate 
and  very  well-flavoured.  To  give  an  idea  of  its 
fmallnefs.  Captain  Cook  fays  that  forty  or  fifty 
pigs  were  fcarcely  fufficient  to  give  his  crew  (con- 
lifting  of  one  hundred  and  ten  men)  a  frefh 
meal  *.  It  appears,  however,  that  the  fize  of  this 
animal  varies  j  for  George  Forster  obferves 
that  fome  large  hogs  were  purchafed  for  pieces  of 
the  mulberry-bark,  covered  with  red  feathers, 
which  had  been  obtained  at  the  Ifland  of  Tonga. 
Taboo f:  but  the  fize  is  relative;  and  this  ob- 
fervation  could  not  fix  our  opinion,  did  not  Cap. 
tain  Chanal  inform  us  that  the  weight  of  thefe 
animals  is  between  eight  and  twelve  pounds:  he 
aflerts  too,  that,  no  where,  has  he  eaten  fuch  good 
fucking  pigs  as  thofe  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  ;  and 
we  fliould  be  tempted  to  imagine  that  it  was  with 
thefe  animal^  torn  from  the  nipple,  that  Captain 
Cook  fed  his  {hip's  company.  Although  the 
French  could  procure  but  a  fmall  quantity  of  hogs, 
yet  the  fpecies  appeared  rather  numerous ;  thefe 
animals  were  feen  in  great  numbers  in  all  the 
houfes,  but  the  inhabitants  declined  to  fell  them. 
The  Englifli,  however,  had  obtained  fome  with 

*  Cook't  Second  Voyage^  vol.  i.  page  303. 
f  G.  Forjlar't  Voyage^  vol.  iL  page  23, 
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no  great  difficulty,  and  in  a  tolerably  large  quan« 
tity.  The  repugnance  which  the  natives  (hewed 
to  part  with  them  to  the  French,  might  induce  the 
belief  that  the  great  number  which  they  had 
granted  to  the  Engliih,  had,  for  fome  years,  made 
them  feel  a  fort  of  fcarcity  j  and  that,  inftruded  by 
experience,  they  had  learned  to  be  more  provident : 
the  hog  is  an  animal  that  fuits  their  negligence  ; 
it  is  well  known  that  it  does  not  need  much  care, 
and  that  it  is  neceflary  only  to  fuffer  it  to  live,  in 
order  to  fee  it  multiply,  grow,  and  get  fat. 

This  is  not  the  cafe  with  poultry  j  thefe  require 
trouble  and  attention:  and  indeed  fowls  are  not 
common ;  it  may  even  be  faid  that  they  are 
fcarce  *  ;  and  we  ihould  imagine  that  the  inhabi. 
tants  re^r  them  only  for  the  fake  of  plucking  the 
cocks,  whofe  large  tail-feathers,  aflforted  for  form- 
ing plumes,  are  employed  in  fhading  their  head- 
drefles.  Cocks  and  hens  are  the  only  tanie  ani- 
mals that  were  feen  in  the  habitations.  It  will 
i^ot  be  matter  of  furprife  that  a  carelefs  people, 
whofe  principal  food  confiHs  of  fruits,  to  which, 
during  a  great  part  of  the  year,  is  added  the  eafily> 
taken  produce  of  a  coaO:  abounding  with  fi(h,  can*. 
not  determine  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
breeding  of  pouhry,  which' to  them  are  almoft 
ufelefs, 

*  Captain  Chanal  fays  that  the  poultry  are  of  the  fize  of 
ours ;  arid  G.  Forjler  that  they  arc  of  the  large  fpccics. 
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The  woods  are  (locked  with  a  great  numbtr 
of  various  fmall  birds,  whofe  plumage  regales  the 
eye,  at  the  fame  time  that  their  warbling  charms 
the  ear.  By  (hooting  them,  our  voyagers  would 
have  been  enabled  to  learn  to  what  clafles  they 
belong ;  but  the  fear  of  alarming  the  worthy  inha- 
bitants of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  by  the 
report  of  (ire-arms,  faved  the  Ufe  of  feveral  of 
thefe  fongfters  of  the  woods,  whofe  concerts  the 
peaceable  proprietors  of  the  ifland  do  not  attempt 
todidurb.  George  Forster  thinks  that  thefe 
birds  are  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which  are 
met  with  at  Taheitee,  but  that  they  are  lefs  nu. 
merous,  and  the  fpecies  lefs  diverHtied  *. 

The  oceanic  birds,  which  fnequent  the  bay, 
are  man-of-war  birds,  tropic-birds,  boobies,  dift'e. 
rent  fpecies  of  terns  and  fca-fwallows.  Captain 
Marchand  killed  a  heron  of  the  fmall  fpecies, 
which  he  faw  perched  on  the  rock  of  the  foutb 
point  of  the  bay. 

The  fea  furnilhes  excellent  rock-fi(h}  the  na- 
tives fupplied  the  Solide  with  abundance,  and 
of  every  quality  ;  the  bonito  is  there  very  com, 
mon.  According  to  Captain  Chanal's  account, 
the  bay  is  often  frequented  by  porpoifes  and 
(harks  :  Surgeon  Roblet,  on  the  contrary,  does 
fiot  think  that  the  latter  fi(h  ever  makes  its  ap- 

•  George  Forfltr^s  ^oyaget  vol.  ii.  page  a;6. 
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pearance  there;    and   he  founds  his  opinion  on 
the  idea  that  the  natives,  both  men  and  women, 
who  pafs  whole  days  in  the  water,  and  entirely 
unarmed,  would  be  inceflantly  expofed  to  be  de- 
voured by  them.     But  it  appears  that,  in  general, 
this  danger  does  not  much  alarm  the  iflanders  of 
the  Great  Ockan  ;  frequently,  in  the  bays  pf 
the  Sandwich  Iflands,   men  are  feen  (wjmming 
pell-mell  among  thefe  voracious  animals  i  and,  in- 
deed, fuch  formidable  neighbours  caufe  them  not 
the  flighteft  uneafmefs.    "  I  have  feen,"  fays  Cap- 
tain Portlock,   "five  or  fix  large  iharks fwim- 
*<  mnig  about  the  (hip,  when  there  have  been,  I 
**  dare  fay,  upwards  of  a  hundred  Indians  in  the 
"  water,  men  and  women  j  they  feemed  quite  in- 
**  different   about    them,  and    the  Iharks    never 
'f  offered  to  make  an  attack  on  any  of  them,  and 
"  yet  at    the    fame   time    would  feize  our  bait 
*f  greedily ;  whence  it  is  manlfeft,  that  they  derive 
"  their  confidence  of  fafety,  from  their  experience 
*^  that  they  are  able  to  repel  the  attacks  of  thofe 
"  devouring  raonfters  *.'* 

To  this  remark  of  Portlock  we  may  add, 
that  the  Weff-Indian  and  the  negro  dare  contend 
with  the  fhark  in  clofe  conflid,  and  always  vdth 
advantage.  They  know  that  the  deftrudive  power 
pf  this  animal  is  limited  by  the  pofilfon  of  his 
pouth,  which  being  placed  underneath  his  head, 


♦  Fortloci*^  Foyngtt  page  300. 
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at  the  diftance  of  a  foot  from  the  extremity  of 
the  fnout,  permits  him  not  to  feize  his  prey  but 
by  turning  on  one  fide ;  and  in  order  to  render 
fruitlefs  his  means  of  attack,  &s  foon  as  they  dif. 
cover  him  through  the  tranfparent  waters,  they 
dive  beneath  him,  and,  in  rifmg,  they  give  him 
in  the  belly  fome  (labs  with  a  knife,  which  occa- 
fion  his  death  before  he  has  an  opportunity  of  put- 
ting himfelf  in  a  date  of  defence.  Thus  it  is  that 
boldnefs  and  addrefs  united  triumph  over  (Irength 
and  ferocity.  Had  Nature  placed  the  mouth  of 
the  (hark  as  fhe  has  in  mod  fifhes,  this  monfler 
would  have  depopulated  the  feas  *. 

The  fhort  ftay  which  the  French  made  in  the 
Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  fcarcely  permitted 
them  to  (ludy^  the  climate  ;  but  Captain  Chanal 
obferves  that  the  healthy  and  robuft  look  of  the 
natives  leaves  no  doubt  of  its  falubrity.  George 
FoRSTER,  in  the  courfe  of  his  narrative,  complains 
repeatedly  of  having  been  much  inconfmoded  by 
the  exceiTive  neat  that  he  experienced  during  the 
three  days  ftay  which  the  English  made  here  in 
the  month  of  April,  that  is,  in  the  middle  of 
autumn.  The  French  captain,  who  flaid  here 
a  week  in  the  month  of  June,  the  period  at 
which  winter  begins,  tells  us  that  he  did  not  feel 
that  heavinefs,  that  oppreflion  which  is  the  ufual 
effect  of  a  great  heat ;    yet   Reaumur's   thermc- 


•  Sec  Bomare's  Di3.  tJCHi/l.  Nat.  at  the  word  Requln. 
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meter,  which  never  ftood  here,  in  the  day,  be- 
low 24  degrees,  frequently  rofe  as  high  as  27; 
and  it  is  feen  in  the  journal  of  the  meteorolo- 
gical obfervations  made  in  Cook's  voyage,  that 
during  his  ftay  at  JLa  Madre  de  Digs,  Fahren- 
/jeit*&  thermometer  rofe  not,  at  noon,  higher  than 
85  degrees  *,  which  anfwer  only  to  about  23  de- 
grees and  a  half  of  that  of  Reaumur :  the  Englifh 
therefore  experienced  lefs  heat  than  the  French ; 
and  yet  the  former  found  it  infupportable,  and 
the  latter  appear  not  to  complain  of  it :  but  it 
muft  be  obferved,  that  Mr.  Forster,  born  under 
the  fky  of  Germany,  and  Do£lor  Sparmann 
under  that  of  Scandinavia,  both  weakened, 
perhaps,  by  the  bad  (late  of  their  health,  which, 
however,  could  never  relax  their  zeal  or  their 
courage,  or  prevent  them  from  climbing  the  moun- 
tains for  the  purpofe  of  enriching  botany,  muft 
have  been  more  fenfible  to  the  heat,  and  been 
more  fatigued  by  it  than  our  voyagers,  accuftomed 
to  the  warm  climate  of  the  fouthern  coafts  of 
France,  and  enjoying  the  mod  perfeft  health. 

Although  the  meteorological  obfervations  made 
by  the  ancient  navigators  merit  not  a  confidence 
equal  to  that  which  is  granted  to  the  obfervations 
of  the  modern  voyagers,  I  think  it  incumbent  on  me 
to  report  thofe  which  C^iiros,  a  very  good  ob- 
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•  Sec  jtflronomical  Obfervations,   l2c.    by  William  Wales, 
page  354. 

ferver 


140 


MARCHANO'3  VOYAGE.     (Jwt  Jjgt. 


I'erver  for  his  time,  had  made  on  the  climate 
of  Santa  Christina,  fuch  as  Fioueroa  has 
tranfmitted  them  to  us.  I  tranflate  literally  the 
Hpanilh  hidorian  *.  **  The  conflitutlon,  the 
<*  health,  the  Arength,  and  the  corpulence  of  thii» 
f'  people  announce  the  goodnefs  of  the  climate  in 
•*  which  they  live.  We  bore  the  fame  drefs  in 
**  day  as  in  the  night,  and  the  fun  incommoded 
*'  us  but  little.  We  had  fometimes  a  fhower,  but 
**  there  fell  no  heavy  rains.  We  never  perceived 
**  any  dew  t  or  vapour ;  and  the  air  was  very 
<*  dry ;  fo  that  wet  clothes,  which  were  left  on 
V  the  ground  during  the  night,  were  found  dry 
*f  in  the  morning,  without  there  being  a  ne. 
'*  ceiTity  to  fpread  them.      But  we  had  no  op< 


*  Fijueroa,  page  346,  the  fourth  after  another  which  bears 
|be  fame  numerals. 

f  Mr.  Alexander  Dalrymble,  who  has  compiled  an  account  of 
Afendana*i  voyage^  from  .^trox's letter  to  Morga,  and  the  Ex- 
traflB  of  Coriul,  The'venot,  and  Pitigrtt  fays :  *'  They  never 
*•  ferceived  lighlmng  or  dew ;"  and  he  quotes,  in  a  note,  the  Spa- 
ni(h  text  thus  :  Nuncafefentio  raie,  the  Spanifh  word  raio  (oi; 
rather  rayo^  in  faft,  fignifies  thunder  rather  than  lightning; 
but  I  imagine  that  there  is  an  error  of  the  prefs  in  the  original 
which  Mr.  Dalrymple  has  tranilated.  In  the  edition  of  Figuc- 
roa  of  1613,  (en  Madrid,  en  la  Imprenta  real )  which  I  have 
before  me,  the  text  runs  thus  ;  "  Nunca  fe  ftnlio  rocio  iiife- 
«*  reno ;"  we  never  perceived  any  dew  or  vapour ;  the  error 
lies  in  the  word  raiot  thunder,  inllead  of  rocio,  dew.  It 
feems  to  me  that  the  latter  verllon  agrees  better  with 
what  is  faid  afterwards  of  the  great  drynefs  of  the  cHn.ate. 
Sice  A,  Da!rjmple*f  H'tjlorrcal  Colle^iotit,   vul.    i.  page  6«. 
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**  portunity  of  learning  whether  this  temperature 
**  and  this  (late  of  the  weather  are  the  fame 
*'  throughout  the  whole  year." 

We  (hould  not  forget  that  the  Spaniards  were  at 
Santa  Christina  in  the  beginning  of  AugufV, 
which  is  the  lad  month  of  winter  in  the  fouth- 
ern  hemifphere  ;  and  what  Quiros  fays  of  the  air 
and  of  the  drynefs  of  the  country,  does  not  con- 
tradid  what  the  Englilh  and  French,  who  were 
not  there  in  the  fame  feafon,  obferved  of  its  heat 
and  humidity  :  it  might  thence  only  be  concluded 
that  the  temperature,  from  one  feafon  to  the 
other,  is  fubjed  to  great  variations. 

I  (hall  terminate  this  defcription  of  the  Ifland  of 
Santa  Christina,  with  the  refult  of  the  ob- 
fervations  which  were  made,  in  1774  by  theEng- 
n(h,  and  in  1791  by  the  French,  for  determining 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  that 
iAand  and  its  environs. 

In  1774,  iix  obfervations  of  the  fun's  azimuth, 
taken  on  the  9th  of  April,  in  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios,  by  Mr.  William  Walep, 
AUronomer  on  board  the  Resolution,  gave  no 
more  than  i"  2S'  of  ead  variation;  but,  on  the 
6th  of  the  fame  month,  by  fix  obfervations  of  the 
fame  kind,  taken  in  the  parallel  of  the  bay,  and 
under  a  meridian  which  differs  from  its  own 
only  a  few  minutes,  it  was  found  to  be  5**  33' 
45"^  and,  on  the  12th  of  the  fame  month,  it 
was  4">  aa'  15".     Mr.  Walis   juftly  concludes, 
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from  the  comparifon  of  the  refuhs  of  the  obfer- 
vations  taken  without  the  bay,  with  the  refult 
of  thofe  which  he  had  taken  in  the  bay  itfelf,  that 
the  latter  was  much  too  Httle.  "  I  can  aflign  no 
"  reafon,**  fays  he,  "  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the 
**  preceding  variation.,  if  it  was  not  occafioned  by 
*'  drawing  the  binacle  a  little  towards  the  lar- 
*'  board  fide  of  the  fhip,  to  have  the  fun  clear  of 
**  fome  plantains  which  were  hung  up  aft  *.** 

The  obfervations  taken,  in  1791,  by  Captain 
Marchand,  in  the  bay  itfelf,  prove  that  Mr. 
Wales's  doubt  refpefting  the  correftnefs  of  the 
refult  which  he  had  obtained  from  his,  at  the  fame 
place,  was  well-founded :  eight  obfervations  by 
azimuths,  taken  on  the  18th  of  June,  gave,  by  a 
mean,  3"  iy'3o"for  the  variation:  eight  others 
taken  on  the  following  day,  give  30  9'  45"  j  and, 
by  a  mean  between  the  two  mean  refults,  we  have 
3"  14'  8"  for  the  eafl;  variation  of  the  needle,  in 
the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Diosf.  Two  days 
alter,  it  was  pbferved  at  fea,  at  about  the  diftance 


i 


*  See  AJlronomcal  OhfervaUons^  &c.  iy  17.  WalcSf  page 
37<5. 

f  It  was  determined  alfo  by  an  obfervation  of  a  wcfterly 
amplitude.  By  this  method,  it  w^a,  on  the  l8th,  found  to 
be4*'  15',  and  on  the  19th,  2^  49'  :  the  mean  would  be  3^' 
32'.  The  refult  cf  the  obfervations  of  the  fun's  a/imuth, 
doubtlefs,  deferves  the  preference  ;  but  if  it  were  wiflied  to 
take  a  m^an  between  tfcem  all,  the  variation  would  be  3°  23' 
call. 
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of  thirteen  leagues  to  the  weft-north-weft  of  the    • 
bay,  and  it  was  there  found  to  be  4**-  32'. 

It  is  c  'tlwnt  that  this  determination,  made  with- 
out the  bay,  differs  very  little  from  the  laft  refult 
of  Mr.  Wales  in  the  fame  fituation  ;  and  it  may 
thence  be  concluded  that,  in  the  fpace  of  feven- 
teen  years,  the  variation  of  the  compafs  has  not 
undergone  any  material  change  in  this  latitude. 
The  laft  obfervation  equally  proves  that  the  refult 
of  thofe  which  Mr.  Wales  had  taken  in  thebav, 
was  too  little,  as  that  aftronomer  had  himfelf  pre- 
fumed.  ,  '     " 

After  having  confiJered  the  iflands  which  com- 
pofe  the  group   of   the    MapvQitksas   de  Men- 
nocA,   under  general   points  of  vview,    fuch    as 
might  be  prefentod   to  us  by  voyagers  who  did 
not    land;    after  having    ftopped   with   them  at 
Santa  Christina,   whofe  bay  and  environs   I 
have  defcribed,  together  with  the  habitations,  the 
quality  of  the  foil,  the  produdions  of  the  earth, 
the  animals  which  it  feeds,  and  thofe  whofe  exift- 
ence  the  fea  fupports,  it  remains  for  me  to  paint 
the  men  who   inhabit  this  ifland,  to  make  theni 
known  under  the  particular  points  of  view  which 
muft  intereft  the  philofopher,  and  wliich  may  have 
been  diftinguiflied  and  feized   by   rapid  obferva- 
tion. 

The  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina appear  not  to  have  degenerated  fince  the  firft 
vifit  that  was  paid  to  them  by  the  Europeans,  in 
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1595 ;  QuiRos,  in  a  Memoir  which,  on  his  return 
from  MbNDANA*s  expedition,  he  prefented  to  the 
Viceroy  of  Peru,  affirms  that  the  iilands  called  Las 
Marquesas  de  MEND09A  are  inhabited  by  men 
of  fo  good  a  difpofition,  that  none  of  the  nations 
which  had,  till  then,  been  difcovcred  can  be  com- 
pared to  them  *.  The  accounts  of  MtNt)ANA's 
voyage  have  entered  into  no  particular  detail  re- 
fpedting  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  ;  thefe 
mention,  in  general,  that  they  appeared  not  fo 
fair  as  thofeof  La  Madalena,  and  that,  in  other 
refpefts,  they  refemble  the  latter,  not  only  in  per* 
fon,  but  alfo  in  language,  weapons,  canoes,  kc. 
Captain  Cook  and  Mr.  Forster  have  repre- 
fented  them  to  us  as  the  handfomeft  race  of 
men  that  they  had  feen  on  aFl  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean  :  Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon 
RoBLET  affert  that  the  Englifli  navigators  have 
not  flattered  them,  and  add  that  they  furpafs  all 
the  other  nations  by  the  beautiful  proportions  of 
their  body,  and  the  regularity  of  their  features. 
If  voyagers  have  not  exaggerated  the  admiration 
with  which  they  were  flruck  at  the  fight  of  the 
Mendo9ans  (and  the  cxpreflion  of  it  is  too  general 
and  too  uniform  for  us  to  refufe  to  believe  it), 
we  (hall   think  with  them,   that  fculpture  might 

*  This  Memoir  of  ^nros  is  to  be  met  with  in  Fi^ena\ 
work,  intitled  Hechos  de  D.  Garcia  Hurtado  de  Mendoga,  ^c. 
page  287,  at  the  end  of  anotlier  voyagt  performed  hy  Mm- 
dotiOt  polterior  to  that  in  which  he  difcovcred  the  Marqutfa:. 
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take  her  models  at  Santa  Christina  :  ihe 
would  there  find  H£RCules,  Antinous,  and 
Ganymede. 

They  are  all  ftrong,  tall,  and  extremely  active* 
Their  ftature  is  feldom  below  five  feet  four  inches 
French;  and  that  of  five  feet  eight  inches  is 
common.  Their  cheft  and  fhoulders  are  broad, 
their  thighs  full  and  mufcular,  their  legs  well- 
made,  their  feet  uncomprefled  by  the  cuflom  of 
wearing  fhoes ;  and,  without  being  too  much  in- 
clined to  corpulency,  not  a  thin  man  is  to  be  feen ; 
they  are  noify,  and  their  voice  is  ftrong  and  fo- 
norous.  Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that  he  faw  but 
one  deformed  man ;  his  legs  were  extremely  flen- 
der,  and  his  feet  bent  and  turned  inwards.  George 
FoRSTER  fays  that  he  '*  never  faw  a  fingle  deform- 
"  ed,  nor  even  ilKproportioned  man  among 
«  them.*" 

Their  colour,  according  to  the  obfervaiion  of 
Captain  Chanal,  is  a  bright  brown,  more  or 
lefs  deep:  h^  remarked  fome  wbofe  colour  ap- 
proaches that  of  the  Malabar  Indians  ;  but  feveral 
fcarcely  differ  from  Europeans  of  the  labouring 
clafs ;  and  their  ikin  only  is  a  little  tanned.  Their 
hair  prefents  the  fame  varieties  as  that  of  our 
climates;  fome  is  flaxen;  fome  auburn,  black, 
long,  or  curlmg  ;  fome  is  very  fmooth,  fome  very 
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rough  J  but  no  red  *  or  woolly  hair  is  to  be  met 
with.  They  have  regular  features,  fine  large 
black  eyes,  and  handfome  teeth.  The  greater 
part  have  a  flat  nofe  j  aquiline  nofes,  however, 
are  not  uncommon  among  them  ;  fome  have  their 
lips  a  little  prominent ;  their  countenance  is  frank 
and  open.  The  fame  obferver  perceived  no  dif- 
ferences fufficiently  marked  between  amy  indi- 
viduals, to  imagine  that  there  exift  fpecies  ori- 
ginally different ;  he  is  inclined  to  think  that  they 
are  all  of  one  and  the  fame  race,  whofe  origin 
feems  to  him  likely  to  be  the  fame  as  that  of  all 
the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Oceam, 

Surgeon  Roblet's  account  differs  from  the  for- 
mer hi  fome  points.  **  Mofl:  of  them,*'  fays  he, 
"  have  an  aquiline  nofe,  and  fome  only,  a  flat  one : 
*'  fome  have  long  and  fmooth  hair  j  others,  fhort 
"  and  curling;  bat  none  have  thick  lips.  Al- 
though the  food,  the  clothing,  the  occupations, 
and  the  mode  of  life  of  all  appear  to  be  the 
fame  j  yet  the  colour  of  their  flcin  exhibits  feve- 
*'  ral  ihades,  the  extremes  of  which  are  a  coppery 
*'  red  or  a  yellowifli  white,  and  a  bright  black, 
"  or   that,  tawny  colour    of  the  Moors  of   the 

*'  coafl  of  BarbaryI."     Thefe  phyfical  difter- 

*  "  Their  hair,  like  ours,"  fays  Ct^tain  Cook,  •*  is  of  many 
•♦  colours,  except  rtd,  of  vvluch  I  faw  none."  AC'endana  Iiad 
ficn  natives  vv-itli  h'ght  hah-  at  the  Iflaiid  of  La  Madakna, 
and  in   great  numbers,     i'cf  page  95  of  this  volume. 

I  Obfervationscf  jRsW'/. 
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ences  in  individuals  feem  to  him  to  indicate  dlffef- 
ences  in  the  fp;cies.  A  fecond  obfervation  which 
might  fuppor't  the  opinion  of  the  diverfity  of 
races,  is,  that,  in  order  to  defignate  the  fame  ob- 
jeft,  they  have  feveral  different  names  which  feem 
not  to  belong  to  the  fame  language.  When  we 
know  the  mildnefs  and  hofpitable  difpofition  of 
the  Mendo9ans,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  perfuad-* 
ing  our felves  that,  if  a  ftorm,  or  the  chances  of  the 
fea  have  thrown  ftrangers  on  their  coaft,  they  have 
received  them  with  friendfhip,  and  incorporated 
them  in  the  primitive  nation,  with  which  they  are 
at  this  day  confounded. 

The  Mendocans  are,  in  general,  abfolutely 
naked  ;  for  we  cannot  give  the  name  of  clothing 
to  a  piece  of  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  a  tree, 
which,  after  having,  like  a  girdle,  paifed  once 
round  the  loins,  falls  down  before  between  the 
thighs:  the  cUmate  requires  no  other  garment; 
and  the  intention  of  a  piece  of  drapery  appears 
to  them  fufficient  to  fatisfy  modefly. 

But  if  their  body  is  not  clothed,  at  lead  they 
negleft  not  to  adorn  it  with  thofe  deHgns  known 
by  the  name  of  tattooing.  The  operation  of  /^Z- 
tooing  appears  to  belong  to  tattooers  by  profeflion  ; 
they  perform  it  very  dexterouily,  making  ufeof 
a  fmall  piece  of  tortoife-fhell,  fimilar,  in  ihape,  to 
a  portion  of  the  blade  of  a  faw,  prefenting  five  or 
fix  (traight  and  fliarp  teeth,  which  is  let  into  a 
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piece  of  wood  feven  or  eight  inches  long  *.  The 
iatioocr,  after  having  done  over  the  teeth  of  the 
inflrument  with  a  black  paint,  which  appears  to 
be  nothing  more  than  charcoal-duil  diluted  with 
water,  holds  the  handle  in  one  hand,  applies  the 
inflrument  to  the  ikin  and  ftrikes  it,  gently,  with 
a  flick  of  eafuarina  or  club- wood,  till  all  the  points 
of  the  teeth  have  penetrated  to  the  quick :  the 
operation  occafions  a  flight  inflammation,  and  a 
fwelling  by  no  means  pamful,  which,  however,  does 
not  ceafe  for  fome  days.  By  means  of  thefe  punc- 
tures, they  delineated  on  their  face  and  every  part 
of  the  body,  indelible  figures,  fome  of  which  are 
circles  perfectly  traced;  others,  fegments  of  cir- 
cles ;  others,  fpiral  lines,  fquare  or  oval  figures,  or 
checker-work ;  others,  in  fliort,  are  lines  inclined  and 
varioufly  crofled,  and  diverfified  lineaments  which, 
on  certain  parts,  as  on  the  forehead,  reprefent  a 
fpecies  of  hieroglyphics  or  charafters  of  Chinefe 
writing.  All  thefe  defigns  are  diftributed  with 
the  greateft  regiilarity  ;  thofe  of  a  cheek,  an  arm, 
a  leg,  correfpond  exaftly  with  thofe  of  the  other : 
and  this  medley,  extraordinary  as  it  is,  prefw.nts  an 
aflemblage,   which    is   not    difagr  .able    to   the 

*  TIic  tattooing  inflrument  may  be  compared,  in  tln'i 
fituatlori,  to  one  of  thofe  turning  inilrumsnts  called  a  fcrcw- 
plate,  vhat  whicli  ferves  for  making  the  worm  of  a  fcrew. 
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eye,    becaufe    fymmetry  can    never    fail  in    its 
cffeft  *. 

The  figures  traced  on  the  face  give  to  the  fkin 
of  the  men  a  dark,   brown  tint;  but  the  com- 
plexion of  the  women,  whofe  face  is  not  tattooed, 
that   of  the  young  lads,  who  have   only  a  few 
punfUires,  that  of  the  children,   who  have  none 
at  all,  is,  by  Captain  Chanal*s  account,  as  fair 
as  that  of  fome  Europeans :  and  it  has  been  feen, 
that,  in  this  refpeft,  the  obfervation  of  the  French 
voyagers  differs  not  froui  that  of  the  Englifli  navi- 
gator.   Surgeon  Roi3Let  thought  he  might  con- 
clude from  his  own  particular  obfervations,  that, 
among  the  meh,  the  quantity  of  tattooing,   which 
differs  materially  between  one  individual  and  an- 
other, is  in  proportion  to  the  age,  the  courage,  the 

•  We  (hould  be  wrong  to  fiippofe  that  tattooing  is  peculiar 
•,o  nations  half-favage  ;  we  fee  it  practifed  by  civilized  Eu- 
ropeans J  from  time  immemorial,  the  failors  of  the  Mediter- 
ranean, the  Catalans,  French,  Italians,  aud  Maltefe,  have 
known  this  cuilom  ,  and  the  means  of  drawing  on  their  fliiti, 
indelibieiigures  of  crucifixes,  Madonas,  Sec.  or  of  writing  ou 
it  their  own  name  and  that  of  their  miftrefs.  But  their 
mode  of  proceeding  differs  from  that  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocaan.  They  execute  the  drawing  by  pricking  the  Hcin  to 
the  quick,  with  a  needle,  in  fmall  punftures  clofe  to  each  other : 
the  part  drawn  upon  is,  immediately,  covered  with  gunpowc'^r, 
reduced  to  impalpable_dutt  ;  to  this  they  fet  fire ;  and  the  ex  - 
flofion,  which  criufes  both  the  fmoke  and  the  particles  of 
powder  to  penetrate  into  the  flcin,  leaves  there  incruftated  the 
tirav.iiig,  which  flicws  itfelf  under  a  blue  colour  that  nothing 
'."an  ever  efTacc 


J' 3 


dignity, 


.y 


C( 


(C 


ti 


(( 


150  marchand's  voyage.       [June  1791. 

dignity,  or  the  birth  (if  we  may  fuppofe  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  diftinftions  of  this  laft  kind) ; 
and  that,  perhaps,  all  thefe  confiderations  are 
united  and  combined,  in  order  to  determine  the 
number  of  figures  which  are  to  be  fcattered  over 
the  different  parts  of  the  body.  Captain  CHA^^AL 
is  of  opinion  that  the  greater  or  lefs  number 
of  marks  has  no  relation  but  to  age  :  the  old  men 
are  entirely  covered  with  them. 

The  latter  obferver  confiders  tattooing  as  the 
ornament  or  the  corredive  of  nakednefs.  "  How- 
ever  ridiculous,"  fays  he,  ^*  men  thus  bedizened 
may  appear  to  the  eyes  of  an  European,  I 
thought  that  thefe  various  figures  inJ|lrinted  on 
their  (kin  gave  them  an  air  of  warlike  fiercencfs ; 
♦'  and  it  feems  to  me  that,  if  they  did  not  bedi- 
*'  zen  their  face  in  the  fame  manner,  this  deco- 
♦'  ration  would  by  no  means  be  unbecoming  to  men 
"  who  go  naked.'* 

With  the  »exception  of  the  face,  the  women  are 
not  entirely  exempt  from  tattooing ;  but  we 
fhould  be  tempted  to  believe  that  they  make  ufe  of 
it  only,  as  we  have  feen  in  France,  at  a  time  the 
recolledlion  of  which  is  not  yet  effaced,  women 
the  mod  fludious  to  pleafe  apply  oh  different  parts 
of  their  face  patches,  the  colour  of  which  forming 
a  contrail  with  the  fairnefs  of  their  complexion, 
niuft  neceffarily  catch  admiration  ;  and  the  ladies 
wifh  to  be  admired :  the  Mendo9a  belles  have  no 
marks  of  tattooing  but  on  the  back  of  the  hand  on 

the 
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the  top  of  the  foot ;  and  among  them,  thefe  ex- 
tremities are  remarkable  for  the  delicacy  and  pleaf- 
ing  proportion  of  their  (hape.  A  few  flight  tranf- 
verfal  lines  are  alfo  traced  on  their  lips  j  and  fome 
of  them  have  their  arms  fpotted  with  little  marks 
in  the  form  of  flars. 

It  has  been  feen  that  the  Mendo^ans  wear,  in 
general,  no  clothing  :  once  only,  Captain  €•  ok 
had,  while  on  fhore,  a  vifit  from  a  chief  in  a  ha- 
bit of  ceremony  j  but  the  French  had  not  that 
honour.  He  was  mufiled  up  in  a  cloak  made  of 
the  bark  of  the  paper-mulberry  tree  (morus  papy- 
rlfera)  ;  a  diadem  encircled  his  head  j  round  his 
neck  h^ore  a  kind  of  ruft'  or  necklace,  made  of 
light  wood,  the  outer^and  upper  fide  of  which  was 
covered  with  fmall  red  peas,  fixed  on  with  gum  *. 

But  it  does  not  appear  that  thefe  ornaments  are 
cxclufively  appropriated  to  the  chiefs :  all  th« 
natives,  without  diftinftion,  adorn  their  head  and 
body,  according  to  their  tafte  or  fancy. 

From  what  Surgeon  Roblet  obferved,  their 
head-drefles  and  ornaments  are  very  much  varied  ; 
but  he  was  not  able  to  diftinguifli  whether  thefe 
varieties  have  any  reference  to  dignity  or  age,  or 
ferve  as  diftindions.  Some  have  the  top  of  the 
head  fliaved,  others  the  temples  only  j  fome  wear 

•  Cook  has  given  a  detailed  dcfcriptfou  and  ^n  engraved 
drawing  of  this  drefs.  See  his  fecond  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page 
310. 

1.4  their 
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their  hur  fmooth ;   others,  frizled ;  but  not  one 
appears  to  have  it  of  its  natural  length :  the  mofl 
common  cuftom  is  to  affemble  it  on  the  parietal 
bones,   and    to  form  of  it  two  forts  of  horns. 
Thofe  who  wear  their  beard  at  its  full  length,  and 
this  is  the  greater  number,  arrange  it  in  different 
ways :    moft    frequently    they    part  it   into  two 
tufts ;  they  (have  or  pluck  out  the  portion  which 
belongs  to  the  chin,  and  fuffer  the  reft  to  grow 
on  each    fide:    many    too   allow  it    to  grow, 
throughout,  its  natural  length,  and  part  it  into 
locks  of  which  they  form   braids,   or  to  which 
they  faften  the    teeth  of    fiflies,  fometimes  the 
teeth   of  men,  fmall  pieces  of   bone,  fliells,  and 
the  beads  of  coloured  glafs  that  they  receive  from 
Europeans ;  fome  fuffer  the  middle  part  only  to 
grow  J  others,  in  fhort,  eradicate  the  whole  of  it. 
Frequently  they  adorn  their  head  with  a  diadem 
or   femi-circle,  furmounted  with  the  feathers  of 
cocks*  tails  or  thofe  of  the  tropic-bird ;  and  thefe 
feathers,    ereft  and    waving,    form    a    beautiful 
plume ;  at  otjier  times  they  wear  a  fort  of  helmet, 
vifor,    covered  with  white  cloth,  on  which  are 
traced,  in  black,  various  figures  •  :  fome  wear  a 
diadem  f  or  braided  fillet,  made  of  cocoa-nut  bafs, 

*  Obfervatlons  of  Robkt. 

f  One  of  thefe  diadems,  which  I  have  now  before  me,  it 
perfeftly  conformable  to  the  drawing  that  Captain  Cook  ha; 
given  of  it  in  liis/econd,  voyage,    plate  xvii.  fig.  4. 
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to  which  they  faften  two  or  three  pearl-oyftcr 
(Iiells,  of  a  round  (hape,  and  five  or  Hx  inches  in  di- 
ameter :  above  the  fhell.  is  a  round  piece  of  tor- 
toifc-fhell,  four  inches  or  four  inches  and  a  half 
wide;  above  this,  a  piece  of  mother-of-pearl  of 
an  inch  and  three  quarters  or  an  inch  and  a  half; 
and  in  the  middle  of  this  lad,  a  fmall  piece  of 
(hell  about  the  fize  of  a  (hilling :  the  pieces  of 
(hell  are  perforated  in  fret-work,  like  the  bowl 
of  a  fugar-fpoon,  and  the  defigns  admit  of  the 
white  of  the  mother-of-pearl  being  feen  under- 
neath :  all  thefe  pieces  which  are  concentric  and 
of  unequal  diameters,  form  together  a  large 
cockade,  flriped  circularly,  of  mother-of-pearl  and 
fhell.  This  latter  diadem,  like  the  former,  is  fome- 
times  furmounted  by  a  plume ;  but  it  is  generally 
worn  without  feathers  *. 

The  ornaments  for  the  neck  vary  according  to 
their  caprice.  Some  have  a  large  gorget,  com- 
pofed  of  fmall  pieces  of  a  light  wood,  ftrung,  and 
adhering  one  to  the  other  by  meai^s  of  fome  fpe- 
cies  of  gum  or  fize,  on  which  are  Iluck,  in  great 
numbers,  fmall  red  feeds,  marked  with  a  black  fpot 
at  one  end  f  j  others,  a  chaplet  compofed  of  red 

hufks, 

*  Obfervations  of  Rohht. 

t  It  IS  probable  that  thefe  red  feeds  are  the  fame  as  thofe 
called  by  George  Forfter  fcarlet  beans^  which  he  fays  are   em- 
pluyed  for  the  fame  ufe,  and  tvhich  Captain   Cook  calls  red 
^dt;  thefe,    according  to  Mr.  Foirjiert  are  the  feeds  of  the 
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huflcs,  belonging  to  a  fruit  which  has  the  form  of 
the  pme-apple,  and  of  which  Surgeon  Roblet, 
who  mentions  it,  never  faw  them  eat :  fome  con- 
tent themfelves'-  with  wearing,  fufpended  to  their 
neck,  poliihed  pieces  of  bone,  of  ihells^  of  white 
coral,  or  ftone  of  various  fhapes,  and  the  greater 
part  made  in  imitation  of  a  large  tooth :  this  lad 
ornament  might  be  taken  for  a  fort  of  amulet. 
Although  all,  in  general,  both  men  and  women, 
have    their  ears    pierced,    none    were    feeu   to 


airut  precatorius  of  Linaaut.  See  George  Forfitt't  Voyage^ 
^q1.  ii.  page  i6,  and  Cook's  /econd  voyage^  vol.  i.  page  310, 

By  Parkinfoh'a  account  (page  43  of  his  Journal),  the 
Taheiteans  call  this  tree,  or  perhaps  its  feed»  Berdee-beedeeo, 
**  of  thefe  they  form  ear-rings",  fays  he,  *•  and  alio  ftick 
**  them  on  a  fillet  which  they  wear  on  their  head." 

The  airut  precatorius  is  a  tall  tree;  it  is  the  panacod  of 
C/jyeww,  where  it  pafTes  for  black  ebony :  it  grows  alfo  in  the 
Weil  India  lilands.  It?  blea  {alburnum)  is  not  lefs  compafl 
than  the  heart,  or  the  wood  properly  called,  of  which  ire 
made  peilles  fo  bard  that,  it  is  faid,  they  blunt  iron, 

Each  feed  of  this  tree  is  like  a  little  pea  of  a  beautiful  red, 
one  of  the  ends'  of  which  is  marked  with  a  black  fpot  like 
poliilied  eboAy.<  Of  this  the  nrgreifes  lAake  different  oma- 
ments  for  the  body,  and  chaplcts.  The  Ladies  of  Europe  have 
not  difdained  to  employ,  in  their  drefs,  this  iimple  produAion 
of  a  vegetable,  known  in  France  by  the  name  of  Graint 
ePAmerique.  Every  day  we  fee  the  modeil  feeds  of  ihepuna' 
coeo,  ftrung  together  in  necklaces,  bracelets,  or  garlands,  pai  tt- 
cipate,  with  the.  brilliant  produflions  of  GoUonda  and  Cey/oiit 
to  which  fcarcity  imparts  To  great  a  value,  in  the  advantage 
of  adding  a  luftre  to  beauty :  they  are  particularly  io  re(^ueft 
with  young  women,  who  are  not  appreherifive  that  the  contrail 
fif  this  brilliant  red  may  efface  the  rofes  of  their  complexion. 

wear 
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wear  pendants  habitually:  but  the  holes  of 
three  or  four  lines  in  diameter  which  they 
make  in  them,  appear  intended  to  receive  acci- 
dentally the  articles  on  which  they  fet  the  greatefl: 
value.  In  the  number  of  their  mod  curious  or- 
naments,  they  reckon  all  that  they  receive  from 
Grangers,  and  even  all  that  they  can  fteal  from 
them  :  every  thing  is  hung  to  the  neck,  the  ears, 
and  the  waift.  A  young  Mendo9a  girl  was  feen 
(Irutting  wi;h  the  rufty  tin-bafon,  which  (he  had 
purloined  from  the  barber  of  the  Solide,  wearing 
it  as  a  gorget ;  and  a  man  too,  impudently  wear- 
ing the  rammer,  (lolen  from  Captain  Mar- 
chand's  mulket,  thrufl:  through  the  hole  in  his 
ear,  and  hanging  at  his  fide.  ITiey  alfo  adora 
their  head,  their  arms,  their  waill,  their  knees, 
their  infleps,  as  well  as  one  end  of  theif  clubs  and 
their  other  weapons,  with  trefles  or  locks  of  hair 
which  may  be  that  of  the  enemies  whom  they  have, 
(lain  in  battle ;  but  which,  from  the  knowledge 
that  we  have  of  their  facility  in  forgetting  injuries, 
we  (hould  rather  imagine  muft  be  that  of  their 
friends,  or  of  their  dead  relations.  However  they 
may  conie  by  this  hair,  they  attach  fo  great  a 
value  to  the  ornaments  which  are  compofed  of  it, 
that  they  canno|  determine  to  difpofe  of  them  but 
Vrith  the  greateft  repugnance,  and  only  for  the 
purpofe  of  obtaining  fuch  of  our  European  trifles 
as  for  the  moment  excite  moll  warmly  their  cu- 
riofity  and  their  wiflies :  but,  as  thefe  ornaments 

arci 
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Sire,  in  general,  full  of  vermin,  flrangers  arefel< 
dom  tempted  to  put  their  complaiHuice  to  the  tefl, 
and  require  that,  by  parting  with  thefe  objeds  of 
their  moil  tender  aflfeflions,  they  fliould  make  a 
faaifice  which  appears  to  cofl  their  fenfibility  fo 
dear.  They  wear  alfo,  hung  to  their  waift  and 
on  thdr  ihoulders,  one,  two,  and  fometimes  three 
fculls :  but  thefe  relics  feem  not  to  be  in  their,  eyes 
lb  valuable  as  the  hair  ;  for,  of  their  own  atcord, 
and  without  being  aiked  for  them,  they  offered 
them  in  exchange  for  fuch  of  our  commodities  as 
they  wifhed  to  procure  *. 

Among  their  ornaments,  we  may  liketvife 
reckon  large  fans,  formed  of  the  fibres  of  fome 
plaited  bark  or  coarfe  grafs,  which  they  frequently 
whiten  with  lime,  and  which  they  make  ufe  of  to 
cool  themfelves ;  and  parafols  made  of  large  palm- 
leaves,  which  they  adorn  with  feathers  of  different 
iizes  and  of  various  colours. 

The  fame  voyagers,  who  have  admired  the  beau- 
tiful proportions  of  the  men  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina, agr^e  equally  as  to  the  beauty  of  the 
women.  No  doubt,  feamen,  whom  a  long  abfence 
has  feparated  from  the  &irer  half  of  the  human 
race,  v^thout  being  able  to  make  them  forget  the 
fex,  are  all  difpofed  to  think  fuper-eminently  hand- 
Tome  the  firft  women  who  prefent  themfelves  to 
thdr  eyes ;  in  them  £hey  fee  charms  which  they 


*  Tlie  Enigliik  mtke  no  niention  of  thefe  fculls. 
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no  longer  poflefs ;  they  lend ,  them  thofe  whiph 
they  never  had : 

**  La  premiere  Phllis  du  hameau  tTalentour 
*•  £fi  !a  Sultane  favorite^ 
**  Etle  miracle  deP  Amour  *i* 

faidour  poet  Cresset  during  a  convalefcence ; 
and  the  Teaman  who  comes  on  (hore,  after  a  long 
voyage,  is  always  convalefcent.  However,  we 
have  as  a  pledge  of  the  truly-remarkable  beauty  of 
the  women  of  the  MEN009A  Iflands,an  affemblage 
of  tefUmonies,  which  cannot  be  attributed  folely  to 
the  too  favourable  difpofition  of  the  obfervers. 
The  Spaniards  who  did  not  land  on  the  Ifland  of 
La  Madalena,  and  had  no  communication  but 
with  the  natives  in  the  canoes,  could  not  be  ac- 
quainted with  the  women  of  that  ifland  ;  but  they 
fpeak  with  enthufiafm  of  thofe  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina. Hearken  to  Quiros  and  Fioueroa,  whom 
I  tranflate  literally :  "  They  have,"  fay  both,  «  the 
"  moft  regular  features,  handfome  hands,  pleating 
"  ihape,  elegant  ftature ;  zadifeveral  among  them . 
"  Jurpafs  inperfeilm  the  iriq/i  beautiful  women  of  the 


*  Which  may  be  thus  imitated : 

When  unwaUfent  forth  I  ftroII» 

And  chance ibme  vill»ge>maid  tQ  fee, 

Dclufive  tnnfporta  feite  my  foul, 
And  Katt  it  all  divine  to  aie« 
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«'  capital  of  Vekv*"  The  Englilh  had  no  op- 
portunity of  being  acquainted  with  the  women 
vrho  inhabit  the  Bay  itfelf  of  La  Mad  re  db 
Digs  :  we  are  ignorant  what  motive  could  induce 
the  latter  to  withdraw  from  the  fight  of  the 
firangers ;  but  it  will  not  be  fufpefted  that  it  was 
through  referve  or  modefty*  The  day  after  their 
arrival,  they  faw  but  a  fingle  one,  mixed  with  a 
group  of  men  :  (he  appeared  elderly  ;  and  George 
FoRSTER,  vkho  examined  her,  alTerts  that  flie  was 
*'  fcarcely  diftinguifhable  from  a  Taheitean  f  j" 
the  next  day  he  perceived  another,  "  a  young 
**  woman,**  fays  he,  "  who  came  out  of  a 
*'  houfe  before  us,  and  hadened  up  the  hills  as 
*'  fad  as  we  advanced.  She  was  drcfled  in  a 
piece  of  cloth,  made  of  the  mulberry-iree*s  bark, 
and  reaching  to  the  knees.  Her  features  were 
•'  like  thofe  of  the  Taheitee  women,  as  far  as  we 
**■  could  difcern  at  the  didance  of  thirty  yards, 
*'  which  (he  took  tare  to  preferve  between  herfelf 
''  and  us,  and  her  ftature  was  middle-fized  {." 
The  French  muit  have  thought  that,  fince  the 
voyage  of  the  Englifh,  the  women  of  La  Madre 
D£  Dios  had  grown  very  famihar.      Reinhold 

*  Excedundo  muebat  In  ferftckn  m  lat  mat  hermofas  de  Lima. 
Figueroa,  page  Z45. 

N.  B.  The  numbers  245,  246,  247.  248  are  repeated  in  the 
pages  by  miftake ;  it  is  the  fecond  245. 

f  Gtwge  ForJier*t  Foyagt,  vol.  -ii.  page  20. 
X  Rid.  page  35. 

FbRSTER 
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from  it  a.fingl 
Aclumfy  head, 
which  occupies 
a  broad  flat  noA 
drooping  cheeks 
j  enormous  breafts 
I  iJft  drawing  ofler 

•  Reiniold  Forfii 
t  G.  Forfter't  Vo 
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FoRSTER  was  more  favoured  than  his  fon  :  he  had 
an  opportunity  of  obferving  a  fomewhat  conHder- 
able  number  of  women  in  a  tour  that  he  made  with 
Captain  Cook  to  one  of  thofe  bays,  fituated  to 
the  fouthward  of  that  of  La  Madke  de  Dios,  and 
which  Captain  Marchand  alfo  vifited.     "The 
"  women,"  fays  he,  "  have  a  foft,  mehing  outline, 
"  the  fineft  fymmetry,  and  the  mod  delicate  ex- 
"  tremitles.     Their  fize  runs,  in  general,  to  the 
"  middle  ftature  of  men,  and  few,  or  none,  are 
*•  what  we    could    call  little  *."     Mr.  George 
FoRSTER  adds  to  this  defcription,  that  **  fome,  in 
"  feature,  approached  the  pleafmg  contour  of  the 
"  Taheitean  women    of  quality  t«"     One  of  the 
handfomefl:  of  thofe  who  prefented  themfelves  tq 
the  Englifh   was  drawn  by  Mr.  Hodges  ;  an  en- 
graving of  her  portrait,  which  is  given  as  a  flrik- 
ing  likenefs,  is  to  be  found  in  Cook's  fecond  voyage. 
If,  in  fa^,  this^portrait  be  that  of  the  handfomefl: 
of  the  Mendo9a  belles,   it  is  allowable  to  doubt 
whether  a  painter  would  be  tempted  to  borrow 
from  it  a.fingle  feature  to  add  to  his  Venus. 
A  clumfy  head, .  a  fquare  face,  the  forehead  of 
which  occupies  half  its  height,  bufhy  eye-brows, 
a  broad  flat  nofe,  a  wide  mouth,  and  thick  lips, 
drooping  cheeks,  (Irong  and  broad  (houlders,  and 
enormous  breads :  fuch  is  the  beauty  that  the  Eng. 
(h  drawing  oflfers  to  our  admiration.   The  portrait 


y  .il 


•  Reinhold  Forfter's  Ob/ervatiotu,  &c.  page  233. 
f  G.  Former's  Foyage^  vol.  ii.  page  30. 
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which  Captain  Chanal  has  drawn  of  the  women 
of  La  Madr£  de  Digs,  by  no  means  refembles 
this  caricature;  but  we  find  in  it  the  women  feen 
by  Mend  an  A  and  Qui  Ros,  thofe  whom,  in  fpite 
of  national  pride,  they  are  forced  to  place  above 
the  moft  beautiful  of  Lima,  thofe  whofe  portrait  the 
voyagers  belonging  to  the  Resolution  have  them« 
felve^  taken  a  pleafure  in  (ketching  to  us  in  their 
narratives.  Figure  to  yourfelf  women  as  handfome 
and  better. made  than  the  females  of  Europe  ;  fine 
eyes,  a  look  which,  befpeaks  fweetnefs  and  invites 
pleafure,  every  feature  of  a  perfeft  regularity  :  re- 
prefent  to  yourfelf  the  beauty  of  nature,  which  art 
has  not  fpoiled  by  wifhing  to  improve  it :  to  the 
charms  of  face,  the  eafe  of  fhape,  the  harmony  of 
contours,  the  elegance  of  form,  add  a  foft  (kin, 
fairer  than  that  of  our  men,  becaufe  being  all  of 
them  intent  to  pleafe,  they  take  the  greated  care 
to  preferve  it,  beautiful  teeth,  a  pretty  hand,  and 
a  foot  whic|i,  never  having  been  comprefTed  by  any 
fort  of  (hoe,  is  not  deformed,  and  yet  is  not  large : 
you  will  have  feen  the  Mendoga  belie  of  the 
French. 

The  women,  although  tliey,  in  appearance,  wear 
more  garments  than  the  men,  are  fcarcely'  more 
clothed.  A  piece  of  cloth  of  the  bark  of  the 
paper>mulberry-tree,  twilled  round  their  loins,  and 
intended  to  come  down,  in  the  form  of  a  hoop 
or  petticoat,  below  the  knee,  feldom  reaches  fo 
far :  another    cloth,  thrown  carelelsly  over  their 

ihoulders, 
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(boulders  long  enouf^h  to  ^U  down  to  their  heels, 

and  defigned  to  cover  their  bofom,  which  it  feldom 

conceals  from  the  view,  envelops  the  whole  body 

in  fuch    a  manner  that,  according  to  the  ex- 

preilion  of  the  painters  taken  in  a  literal  fenfe 

the  drapery  prevents  not  the  naked  parts  from 

being  feen.    But  thefe  garments  are  of  little  ufe 

to  them :  being  a  fpecies  of  amphibious  animal, 

they  rpend  a  great  part  of  the  day  in  the  water,  and 

appear  there  as   much  at  their  eafe  as  if  they 

were  reclined  on  a  mofly  tarpet,  or  fporting  on  a 

feather-bed.     Their  head  is  not  loaded  with  vain 

ornaments ;  they  fuffer  their  fine  hair  to  float  at  v 

the  will  of  the  zephyrs ;  only,  when  they  are  ex- 

pofed  to  the  air,  a  large  palm-leaf  fupplies  the  place 

of  a  parafol,  and  protects  their  complexion  from 

the  too  intenfe  heat  of  the  fun :  fometimes,  and  ef- 

pecially  when  they  come  out  of  the  water,  they 

wrap  up  their  head  in  a  comer  i'  the  cloth,,  that  is 

fuppofed  to  cover  them.    On  tl. ;  arrival  of  the 

French,  they  wore  necklaces  compofed  of  black 

feeds,  intermmgled  with  fmall  ihells ;  but  to  th^fe 

they  foon  fubftituted  our  glafs-beads,  of  which  they 

are  paflionately  fond.     Although  their  ears  are 

pierced  like  thofe  6f  the  men,  very  few  are  feen 

with  pendants ;  but  they  fufpend  in  them  all  the 

European  trifles  that  are  capable  of  being  adapted  , 

to  that  purpofe.    Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that  he 

knows  not  whether  depilation  be  a  general  cuftoii^ 

I  among  thein,  and  whether  every  part  of  the  bo<% 

VOL.  I.  If  \m 
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be  equally  ful)je£l  to  it ;  but  we  are  aflured  that,  in 
the  parts  which  natute  has  puipofely  veiled,  they 
refpeft  not  her  work. 

"  If  the  women  of  this  country  have  been  fa- 
voured with  beauty  and  graces,  they  have  alfo  a 
fhare  of  coquetry  that  enables  them  to  make  the 
mod  of  thefe  advantages :  the  fmile,  the  play  of 
the  eyes,  all  that  fort  of  little  manoeuvring  which 
appears  to  them  familiar  and  habitual,  befpeaks 
difcernment  and  acutenefs.  A  preference  flatters 
their  vanity :  a  refufal  excites  their  vexation. 
They,  however,  appear  not  fufceptible  of  jealoUfy 
in  regard  to  each  other :  Surgeon  Roclet  fays 

that  he  has  feen  fome  who,  after  being  r'eje£led  by 
men,  cheerfully  joined  and  made  friends  with  fuch 
of  their  female  companions  as  had  obtained  a  pre- 
ference. We  cannot  difcover  to  what  qther  c«iufe, 
than  unbridled  libertinifm,  mufl  be  attributed  that 
difguiling  fctcility  witii  ivhich  they  proditute  them- 
selves to  (Irahgers  whom  they  never  faw  before, 
whom  they  will  never  fee  again^  aiid  to  whom  alt 
vie  with  each  other  in  eagernefs  to  make  advances 
9nd  incitements.  We  ^are,  at  ^rfl,  inclined  to 
think  tha^t  ihtered  i$  t]hc;ir.  motive,  and  that  the. 
immoderate  defire  of  obtaining,  the  new  articles  to 
which  they  attach  fo  great  a  value,  fuch  as  ribf 
bands,  knives,  looyng-glaHcs,  and  glafs-biads, 
with  them  prevails  over  baflifulnefs,  ove?  thit 
intereding  timidity  which'  feems  natural  to  their 
fe:t,  and  which,  iri'our  eyesi  enibelliflies  beauty: 


V 


>•! 


aw 


but 


JMne  1791O      marchand's  rovA^t* 


163 


but  we  abandon  tilis  idea,  when  we  fee  (hat  fre- 
qaeatly  (they  give  their  favours,  and  do  not  C^U 
them ;  fometimes  even,  if  there  hay  bec^^  a  bargajn 
concluded,  and  the  conOderation  is  refufe4  ;hem 
when,  they  have  fulfilled  the  condiuo^S;  pf .  it,  they 
neither  manifefl  chagrin  nor  jlUhumour.  Vfe 
Ihould  imagine,  that  thf,y  confider  this^;^efufal  on^y 
}s  an  omiflion  of  form,  which  makes  no  change 
in  the  main  point.  Amidft  this  licentiournefs^  this 
dilTolution  of  morals,  which,  ^evotef  them  to  all 
men  2ndifcrimin:^tely,  they  pref(;rY^  an. appearance 
of  modefly  and  decency,  as  an.iuvoluntary  homage 
which  vice  pays  to  virtue  :  when  they  came  off  to 
the  fhip,  fwimming,  and  Aripped  of  their  gar- 
ments, they  ,alw.^ys  ,wore  a  narrow  girdle  from 
which  hung  long  planfain-leaves,  and  they  appeared 
very  (ludious  not  to  fuffer  themfelves  to  be  feen 
entirely  naked;  but  thefe  leaves,  incelfantly  de> 
ranged  by  the  motioiisoT  their  'bodyTToficealeil'Tio 
better  than  the  hands/of  the  Ventu  pudiea  what  they 
wJlhed  to  flcreen  frbm'  the  fight:  Slnd  it  may  be 
fuppofecl  that  it  was  not  t^ht^jr.,  intention  that  their 
efforts  to  veil  their  charms  Jhould  be  completely 
fuccefsftil  *.  ^  ■  "    '  -"  -      "  •       ;     •    • 

■  ^   '  "  ^'       '    .  ■    ■        Ftoin 
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.  *  It  is  not  ppfUbU  to  imagipe^^  what  a  pitch  dljDTolutioa 
of  morals  is  carried  in  the  Ifland  o£Sinta  Chriftina.  My  pen 
relFuCes  to  trace  details  that  would  be  too  difguftfng,  even 
inrough  the  veil  in  which  we  might  endeavour  to  envelop 
them :  this  would,  perhaps,  be  indicating  them  too  pli^nly, 
were  it  not  uTeful  to  make  men  fom'etimes  blufli  at  the  tut- 
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From  what  it  hat  been  poflible  to  learn  of  the 
private  and  domeftic  life,  and  manners  of  the  na> 
tivei  of  the  Ifland  of  San^a  Christina,  we 
fliould  hefitate  to  believe  that  thej  are  acquainted 
with  conjugal  union ;  at  lead  it  it  certain  that  the 
men  know  no  more  of  jealoufy,  than  the  women 
do  of  fidelity.  Every  woman  feems  to  be  the  wife 
of  all  the  men ;  every  man,  the  hufband  of  all  the 
women ;  every  man  makss  to  ftiangers  the  offer 
of  every  woman,  without  difference  or  didinflion, 
himfelf  officiating  as  mafter  of  the  ceremonies. 
Men  DANA  had  remarked  that  each  houfe  or  ha- 
bitation was,  according  to  Fioueroa's  ^preffion, 
una  communidad  *,  a  community ;  and  the  Spa< 
niards  judged,  from  the  number  of  mats  which 
they  faw  fpread  on  the  floor,  and  which  marked 
the  places  for  fleeping,  that  each  common  houfe 


V 
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pitude  of  th«  human  fpccies.  Surgeon  Roilti  faya  that  fre. 
quently  there  were  prefented  to  the  French,  girls  who  wcrf 
not  more  than  eight  years  old;  and  thcfe  were  not  novices! 
Frequently  men  and  women  were  fcen  gratifying  theRtfelTei 
publicly,  snd  amid  the  loud  plaudits  of  numerous  fpedaton 
of  both  fexes,  in  ads  which  brutes  alone,  and  among  them 
fome  only,  indulge  without  royftery.  I  hare  alfo  been  told, 
•nd  I  am  not  willing  to  beh'eve  it,  that  four  old  women  were 
feen  to  lend  their  infamous  alfiftance  in  holding  by  force,  and 
in  fpite  of  her  cries,  an  unfortunate  victim  who  had  fcarcciy 

attained  a  luftre  and  a  half }  while  an  unnatural  man 

and  this  man,  to  our  flume,  is  of  the  clafs  of  thofe  whom  «e 


^■>;   ^iijjnww,  page  345, 


mud, 


June  1791]         marchakd's  voyaoi.  165 

mufl,  during  the  night,  contain  a  great  number  of 
individuals,  lying  pell-mell :  from  the  community  of 
beds  to  the  community  of  women,  the  difference 
in  the  (hade  is  fo  immaterial,  that  it  is  allowable  to 
apprehend  that,  in  the  dark,  the  two  tints  fometimes 
happen  to  be  confounded  *.  But  too  frequently 
appearances  deceive  the  obferver  who  is  the  moft 
oa  his  guard  againft  illufion  and  niflakes :  let  us, 
in  order  to  pronounce  on  a  fa£t  fo  chara^eriftic 
at  this  in  the  manners  of  a  nation  which  we  are 
endeavouring  to  divine,  wait  till  a  longer  inter- 
courfe  with  Europeans  has  confirmed  or  diflipated 
our  doubts.  If,  to  the  ihame  of  human  nature, 
new  obfervations  fliould  ever  happen  to  prove  that 
die  community  of  women,  without  diftinflion  of 
age  or  relationftiip,  is  an  inftitution  confecrated 
among  the  natives  of  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Chris- 
tina, we  (hould  feel  an  extreme  concern  to  find 
oorfelves  obliged  to  debafe,  to  the  level  of  the  brute, 
a  people  who,  in  other  refpe^,  have  forms  fo 
human  f* 

As  for  the  cuftom  of  offering  their  daughteri, 
thdr  wives  perhaps,  to  ftrangers,  a  cuftom  fo  con> 
trary  to  the  principles  received  among  Europeans 


u  ' 


*  This,  reminds  us,  in  fpite  of  ourfcWes,  ot  Boeaceltft  fable 
of  the  Btrgirt  put  into  verfe  by  our  ingenious  £«  FtntMie, 

1 1  love  to  make  oar  doubts  partly  yield  to  the  aflurance 
which  Surgepn  RiAkt  thinks  he  is  able  to  give  us»  that  the 
intinute  union  of  the  fexM  between  relations,  is  rigoroudy 
prohibited:  but  he  cannot  affign  at  what  degree  relationflup 


*«3 


affembled 


I 


mmv* 


m 


^■.••' — . 


'i'66 


MARCHAND*S  VOYAGE. 


-■1  ^rji'f 


[June  1791. 

airembfed  infociety,  if  it  can  find  no  excufe,  at 
leafl  there  are  examples  of  it,  and  even  istniong  the 
people  of  antiquity  whofe  focial  inftitutiohs  have 
been  the  mod  extolled  :  it  may  be  allied  to  preju. 
dices,  perhaps  to  a  religious  idea,  to'  hn  exig. 
gerated  principle  of  hofpitality  ;  it  might  beech* 
ifidered  as  a  homage,  as  a  pledge  of  friendfhip  and 
peace,  offered  to  beings  whofe  fuperiofity  every 
thing  announces,  and  on  whom  it  is  wifhed  to 
prevail  to  confider  themfelves  as  incorporated  in 
the  nation,  and  making  part  of  the  grteat  family. 
And  ought  this  cuftonj,  difgufting  as  Jt  is,  to  ap- 
•peat^  to  Us  more  fo  than  that  rcligioUs  law  of  a 
'^reatpebple  iri  ancient  times,  to  which  we  would 
wilh  to  refufe  our  belief,  fo  ihamefully  injuriofas 
is  It  to  one  half  of  the  human  race,  Jnd  which 
impofed  on  the  intiobent  and  timid  virgin,  before 
%e  pafled  into  the  arms  of  a  belbved  hufband, 
'the  frightfiir  obligation  of  yiddihg  up  thfe' fldwer 
of  her  charms  to  the  brutality  of  a  ftrangerora 
pried*. 

fhe  siccounts  givfetl  by  Quiros  artd  Figiteroa 
'do  hot  mention  that  the!  Spaniards  had  any  coh* 
iie:icion  with  the  women  of  Santa  Christina  \ 
and  it  has  been  feen  that  the  Englifh,  who  wer^ 
acquainted  with  fome  in  the  bays  tothefoudi* 
ward,  had  perceived^  on  the  firfl:  dayi  in  that  of 
La  Madre  tt.  Dios,  only  oni^  elderly  womMi  i 
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and  on  the  fecond,  only  one  young  woman  who' 
fled  at  their  approach.  The  French,  faw  feveral 
there,  perhaps  too  many,  and  they  did  not  fly,  or 
they  iled  like  Virgil's  Galatea*.  This  dif- 
ference in  the  reception!  \i4uch  the  Englifli  and: 
French  met  with  here,  and  which,  no  doubt,  was 
tbe.efie£fcof  chance  and  circumdance^,  occui^red, 
through  a  fimilar  chance,  at  £asT£R,  Ifland,,  tjiat^ 
fmali  foljtary  jfle,  fituat^d  about  the  twenty-fpyenth 
degree  of.  ^outh  latitude,  fev^n  hundred  leagues 
from  the  cpaft  of  Peru  j  Meflrs,^FoRSTER  who 
make  the  population  of  thf^  ifland  amoi^nt,  in. 
men,  ,to.»//7f  ^tt«</r£'</.individuals.t»,9b(erye,  a$  a. 
Hfoft  rer^arH^ble  particularity^  that  the  number 
of  women. which  they  couI4„  perc^ve,  as  well  on 


*  *•  Et/ugU  aJ/aliceSy  fed  ft  CHpit  ante  vlderi.'* 

This  appofite  quotation  of  M.  Fleuribu  reminfls  us  of  a 
fimilar  fdeji'^hii^expreffed  hff  Cornelius  Gallus  :  .       "•'^^ 

Zi     'y^*  Eruittit  vytW^  fuel/a  meoti  ^^    '                      .  ^ 

{ **,Mf  nimc  fubr\dtm^lattbratf(igiti<iia  fit  that,  •'                     •  -  '{\ 

'  '"        "At  fight  of  me,  deepblufh'd  the  lovely  maid, 

i.  :  'L  ••JThi*l<ldc-lbng  latishM^  and  flying  todght  the  ftjad«."  ■ '    ' 

JB.ut  Pope's  imitathn  o^f  the  above  paflage  in  Virgij.  lacing' 
more  beautiful  than  the  verfion  given  of  it,  either  by  Dryden, 
or  Warton,  may  not,    perh.^)s,    be  unacceptable   to  the 

r«der>-'-'",jna:.if  ^ifl     u    •••"iiw;    ,. \i  ■■•.<.» 

*<  3he  riins,  but  hopes  flie  does  not  run  unfeen } 
'   "  Wfiilerfkin^gltnceailifci-putitierfliesi 
*'  How  ipudv^  varianf|e  ar^  hpr  f^et  and  eyes !" 


t  ReinboldForfler**  Ohfervattoru,  pa^e  135. 

ran  M  4 


Tranflator. 


the 


IS'' 


1 68  MARCHAND'S  TOYAGI.  [JanC  I791; 

the  fliore,  as  in ,  the  different  parts  with  which 
their  botanizing  excurfions  enabled  them  to  be 
well  acquainted,  does  not,  in  the  whole,  amount 
to  thirty ;  they  likewife  add  that '  their  people,  in 
crofling  the  ifland,  almofl:  from  one  end  to  the 
other,  fcattered  themfelves  about  in  order  to  fearch 
it,  and  that  it  is  by  no  means  probable  that  if  the 
women  had  concealed  themfelves  in  fome  retreat, 
this  retreat  could  have  efcaped  the  ardent  re- 
fearches  of  failors,  who,  as  is  well  known,  are  ex- 
cellent ferrets  ;  and  they  conclude,  from  this  ap- 
parent fcarcity  of  women,  that,  in  a  fhort  time,  the 
race  of  men  with  which  Easter  Ifland  is  peopled, 
mufl:  be  extinft,  and  difappear  from  the  face  of 
the  earth*.  But,  when  La  PIrouse,  twelve 
years  after,  touched  at  this  very  ifland,  he  found 
the  number  of  women  in  proportion  to  that  of  the 
men.  The  females,  who  all  have  an  agreeable 
face  and  fhape,  feemed  to  confider  the  ofkt  of 
their  favours  as  the  firfl:  duty  of  hofpitality ;  and 
it  may  be  (aid  that,  if  it  were  true  that  Easter 
Ifland  was  threatened  -with  depopuladon,  the 
French  contributed  not  a  little  to  preferve  it  from 
that  calamity. 

Although,  in  1 774,  fome  of  the  Resolution's 
people  had  commerce  with  the  women  of  one  of 
the  bays  fituated  to  the  fouthward  of  that  of  La 
Mai>re  de  Digs,  it  did  not  appear,  in  179 1, 


•  Gttrge  Forfter*t  Voyogtt  voL  I.  page  595. 


that 


June  1791*]         MARCHAND*C  VOYAOB.  169 

that  they  had  left  there  any  traces  of  thdr  vifit ; 
Surgeon  Roblet  does   not    fay  that  that  htil 
difeafe,  at  this  day  fpread  over  the  whole  furface 
of  the  globe,  and  which  attacks  mankind  in  thdr 
fource,  has  infeded  the  inhabitants  of  the  two 
iflands  with  whom  the  Europeans  have  had  a  com* 
munication  :  at  leaft  the  fymptoms  do  not  manifeft 
themfelves  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  be  recognized. 
Some,  in  truth,  appeared  in  a  few  individuals  be- 
longing to  the  crew  of  the  Solids,  after  the  (hip 
had  quitted  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina; 
but  yet  this  would  not  be  a  proof  that  the  ifland 
was  infected;  and  it  would   not  be  aftonifliing 
that  the  ezcefles  which  thefe  individuals  may  have 
committed,  joined  to  the  influence  of  the  tonid 
zone,  fliould  have  developed  the  germ  of  a  difeafe 
which  they  might  carry  about  them,  or  have  given 
occalion  to  fome  indifpofition  ill-cured,  to  fliew  it^ 
felf  under  a  new  form.    Let  us  exprefs  our  wiftes 
that  the  voyagers  who  may,  in  the  fequel,  touch 
at  thefe  iflands,  may  not  have  to  reproach  the 
French  with  a  breach  of  hofpitality,  with  which, 
m  tcguA  to    people    newly-difcovered,  feveral 
maritime  nations,  with  more  or  lefs  reafon,  have 
mutually  upbraided  each  other; 

Captam  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Roblet  report 
as  obvious  and  common  to  all  the  male  natives  of 
this  ifland,  a  cuftom  of  which  the  Spanifli  and 
Englifli  voyagers  make  no  mention,  and  which  is 

well  kaown  to  be  in  like  manner  prated  by  the 
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uibes  on.  the  iflaods  of  N«WiZbalai#d^  <hat  of 
making,,  at  the  exti^emity^of  a  !;eF{ainjj{>s(f t  pf  their; 
body,  a  ligature  which  proves  tM  thjeyare  ,uot 
fubjedto  circuipcifion.  Iff  their  obj^d,  be  not  to 
preferve,  from,  the  fting  o£infe£ls,  the  moft  fender: 
part  of  the  animal,  and,  by  the  cover  ivhich  this 
lijBfature  forrn^  over  it,  to  fecure  itJ  from 'ail  in.^ 
jfliry,  we  inight  fuppofey  from  the  krioWlcdge 
whith  we  have  ^  acquWed  of  the  e^eeflive' de<. 
pravity  of  their  morals^  that  this  cuft6m  ifi  ^mongl 
them  nothing  more  th^ln  a  refinemti^  oftifolup. 
tuonlhefjr,  the  only^jend  df  whi(^  is>rthait  of^pre*! 
fevxingi  >^  the'  part  aiway«r  covisred,,  tbfc^niaijft 
iFxi|9|i>ilkyb  whetx it  qiafb  to  be.fcK .  Vi .  ^o  jrii  ?i fii 
;.,  Captain  I  CopKhas  defctibed  «o  uatljie^  jaglJYW.Kjfi 
3^NTiA  GHitifiTiNA  I  as  tli^ ,  mbd iilthy  peo^e  thai 
1^^9)et  wi^b  in  ^li^e  cpttrfe,Qf  ^ifliioilg.voyagiBs.vfiU 
«„o»cj?:;fa.w  tfe«ip,y !  %Si.il?«^  :"  maKe;  a  b*tt«r)§C 
*^  >i^|Ht  said  rpote;  d^uti^d  wi^ht^ater,  fin,  anVjeft^ 
**\  ;|hat  ^as;k>aded  with  dirft,  ahd  oat  o£  whidh  tht 
VHbogs,  had  been  but  tliat  mofneiit  eatin^^  widtout 
**  'gHing  it  tlie,leaft ivafliin^i  dv  .ev^n  wafliing  theii^ 
•J*  iiands,  which^dre  equally  dirty  *.**:  J  Ibde^d,  he 
concludes  this  t^roach  Ivy  a  corrective  r  he'Obfer<« 
ves  that  **the  aftion^^f  a  fe«R>  individuaU  are  hot 
•^; fiilBclfent to 'lix!  ariiiiftofri'fen^/a  Vhole -ii^tfoA." 
Gapiaitt€HA«AL'  h '  ^ery  fit  ftbtti  coftfirihln^''ih'6' 
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Teproach  of  filthlnefs  which  Captain  Cook  has  ap- 
iplied  to  thefe  Ulander^ ;  he  %s,  on  the  contrary, 
ithati,  having  repeatedly  been  prefent  at  their  meaU, 
for  which,  men,  women,  and  children  of  the  fame 

houfe  aiiemble  twice  a  day,  at  noon,  and  before 
night-r&U^  he  was  furprifed  lat  the  great,  cleanlinefs 
which  refgiied  there,  >and  which  is  to  be  remai;ked 
,«n  the  whole  habitation  ^  and  h^  adds  that  liQ  has 
(een  the  inhabitants  of  J^a  Madrg,  de  Djtos;  n^ake 
the  moft  frequent  ufeo|f  lyater  for  wailjii,ii^tlieii}- 
(Hves.  The,  obfeirvatiQaa  lOf  Surgieon  ,  {Iqbi^^t 
'  may  be  •  adduced  in  fuppdrt  jo£  this  t^llimQny  :  ^l|e 
adds  that  botfat  men  and  women  pafsiwhple  dliysin 
the  water  $  >  and  he  ob£ei* ves  at  i  the.  fame  >  time  •  ithat 
they,ne«tber  are  fatigui^d  np',  incpnwnienced  Jt^ 
it.  3ut  yrbat  iljU  prpyes  that  they  make  a  |i^- 
sbitualjifeof  water  in  ord^r  to  maintain;  the  cle^- 
lin^ftjof  tl^eir  body,<  is,j .  that  no  voyager  l^s  re- 
n^arked  that  they  were  iul;^e£)t  to  cutaneous  dff- 
eafes,  piinples,  ulc^rs^  «q.,  and  It  Is  wel^  knowjn 
tha|t  t)i^fe,  are  conimon  in  the  burning  climates  of 
the  rtorpd  zQne^ ,  when  either  through  the  fcarcity 
of  jwatei-,;  or  throu^l^  indolei^ccj  ,the  n^en  wiio 
inhal)it  tfije^,^]:^  npt  c^ref^l  Ifo  cleanfe  the  pores 
of  theif  ik|n^  whl^h,  are  ^imperceptibly  Hopped  6y 
a  continual  and  viiipous  perfpiration,  if  it  be  not  In. 
ceflantly  removed  by  bathmg  and  ablutions. 
George  For  ST£«.  obferves.  In  favour  ofthe  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina,  that  they  are  more 
cleanly  than  thofe  of  ITahsitee,  who|f  cleanli. 
^il  nefs 
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nefs  Captain  Cook  extols :  **  At  the  Society 
•*  Iflands,"  fays  he,  *' the  wanderer's  eyes  and 
'*  nofe  are  offended  every  morning,  in  themidft  of 
'*  a  path,  with  the  natural  effects  of  a  found  di- 
'*  geilion :  but  the  natives  of  the  Marquesas  are 
*'  aceuftomed,  after  the  manner  of  our  cats,  to 
**  bury  the  offenfive  objeds  in  the  earth  • ." 

The  natives  of  Santa  Christina  employ 
jointly  in  their  food,  meat,  fifli,  fruits,  and  legu- 
mes ;  but  their  diet  is  more  vegetable  than  animal. 
They  drefs  pork  and  fowls  in  ovens  dug  in  the 
ground,  and  heated  withftones,  in  the  manner  of 
all  the  Ulanders  of  the  Great  Ocean  f ;  fome- 
times  too  in  wooden  veffels,  where  the  water  is 

made  to  boil  by  means  of  hot  ftoiies  which  they 
throw  into  it  repeatedly.  The  bread-fruit  is 
dreffed  over  the  bare  fire :  they  alfo  iiiake  of  it 
a  pafte  which  has  an  agreeable  flavour  {.  Cocoa- 
nuts,  plantains,  ginger,  yams,  and  a  vegetable  the 
tafte  of  which  approaches  that  of  our  fcorzonera, 
and  which  is  gathered  on  a  parafitical  plant,  like- 
"mSe  make  a  part  of  their  alimentary  regimen. 
Not  unfrequently  they  eat  fi(h  raw,  and  fometimes 
even  pork  ||.  This  cuftom,  at  firft  fight,  difgufts 
an  European ;  but  he  forgets  that  he  himfelf  eats 
raw,  fea>urchins,  oyfters,  mufcles,  &c. :  would  not 

•  George  For/ler**  Voyage,  ro\.  ii.  page  28. 
f  Cook't  Second  Voyaget  vol.  i.  page  310. 
X  0\ihmX\QM  oi  Robkt. 
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he  who  had  never  feen  any  eaten,  begin  too  by 
feeling  fome  difgufl;  ?  The  Mendofans  experienced 
none  in  eating  diflies  dreffed  in  our  manner ;  they 
accommodated  themfelves  extremely  well  to  French 
cookery. 

They  know  how  to  extrad  from  the  cocoa-nut 
an  oil,  which  is  probably  employed  in  the  feafon- 
ing  of  their  diflies,  and  the  principal  ufe  of 
which  is  to  anoint  their  whole  body ;  the  women 
make  a  great  confumption  of  it  for  maintaining  the 
glofs  and  beauty  of  their  hair  *. 

*  The  cuftom  of  anointing  the  whole  body  with  oil  is  Com- 
non  to  feveral  of  the  nations  which  inhabit  the  torrid  zone. 
Thofe  of  Guinea  employ,  for  this  unAion,  the  oil  of  the  ouara 
palm,  which  they  draw  from  the  Cairo,  (the  huflc  of  the  nut 
of  this  tree.)   after  having  macerated  it,  and  which  ferveafor 
the  dreffing  of  food,  for  burning,  and  for  medicinal  ufe.     This 
oil  is  brought  into  France  {and  England  too)  under  the  name 
Qi  palm-oil.     It  might  be  imagined  that  inftindl  or  experience 
had  indicated  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Mendofa  Iflands,  as  well  - 
a»  to  thofe  of  the  coaft  of  Africa,  that  the  empbyment  of  oil 
on  the  fkin  is  ufeful  and  falutary  to  men,  who,  on  the  one 
hand,  have  very  copiouslperfpirations,  and,  on  the  other,  pafs 
a  great  deal  of  time  in  the  fea* water.    They  are  perfuaded  in 
Guinea,  that  undion  is  a  preferrative  from  a  cutaneous  difeafc, 
a  fpeciea  of  itch,  which  manifefts  itfelf  by  white  and  fluucp 
pimples,  as  fmall  as  the  point  of  a  needle,  and  to  which  the 
negroes  are  very  fubjeA.    Perhaps  too  a  fort  of  coquetry, 
from   which  an  inhabitant  of  Africa  is  not  exempt,  has  fug. 
gefted  this  employment  of  oil  on  the  (kin;  for  it  is  certain  that  - 
a  negro  well  rubbed  with  oil,  is  of  a  finer  black,  and,  confe- 
quently,  handfomer  in  his  fpecies,  than  when  the  duft,  fixed 
by  perfpiration  on  his  epidermis,  tamifhei-  his  (hining  ebony 
black.    White  or  Klack,  man  or  woman,  every  one  is  anxious 
to  make  the  moft  of  the  gilti  which  he  h»  received  from 
Nature. 

Their 
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Their  common  drink  is  pure  tcater;  and,  no 
'  doubt,  too,  cocoa-nut  milk ;  but  what  Ivill  fciircely 
be  credited,    **  they  drink,"  fays  Surgeon  Rob- 
'^LfiT,'  "  fea-water  without  repugnance,   and,  per- 
*•  haps,    without    any   inconvenience.      Some," 
•'continues  he^  **  endeavoured  to  drink  French  wine, 
-r^  and  appearednot  to  like  it ;  but  thofe  to  whom 
*^' brandy:  was  j  ofiered,  drank  it    with  pleafure, 
•*  whence  it  miy  be  cohjfeftured  that  they  make 
-ff  U(b^  of  fotnC    fermented'  liquor.*'      GEORdi 
FoRSTER    thinks    *'*  that   itn'ce    they-  have    the 
■  :f^-  ipepper-root)  and  make  ufe  of  it  as  a  iign  of 
••peace,  like  the  othet  iflahders,   they  may  alfo 
;'*  prepare  the  fame  dainty  beverage  from  it,  with 
,  «•  which  the  others  intoxicate  themfelves  *.'*   Cap- 
tain   Chanal  prefumes   that  it    is    the  loot   of 
gingef,  rather  than  that  of  pepper,  which  they 
make  ufe  of  for  procuring  a  ilrong  liquor;   aod 
'  his  opinion  appears  well-founded  :  when,  on  b6ard 
~the  S^oLiDE,  brandy  was  given  to  them,  they  ap- 
j)ie4  to  thjs  liquor  the  n^mc  which  .they  giye  to 
^-Ihe  giager.plant.     But  ir  muft  be  faid  to  their  ho- 
'inbur,  that,  if  they  make  ufe  of  ibme  be^era^e 
(Capable  of  depriving  them  of  their  reafon, ,  th^y 
.employ  it  with  the  greateft  temperance  j  ft>r  thene 
'never  was  feen    any  individual  who  fheweil' the 
.  flighteft  appearance  of  intoxication.     CoUjld  we  fay 
yaif  m^$;b:.pf  ;)9)y.«f  tbe.civiiized  nations  wbp  poilefs 
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vineyardt^-  or  of  tfaofe  whdv  'having  «one»  knoWfo 
wellhow  to fupply  their  place?    j::oi  -  * 

The  Englifh  fpeak  nbt  of  an'iflt  df  civility^ 
ptadtifed  by  the  inhabitants  of  La '*  Mad  re  dc 
Dio^,  of  which: Captain  Gk ai^av  tl^tnks  it  incum- 
bent on  him  to  i  make  paixioukir  imntion ;.  it  h  that 
of  offering  to  their  friend  the  bit  vhtd2i;.tl)0y  have 
chewed^  hr.  order  that  heYtoaythave  n9  m$>ri^  trouble 
than  that  offwallowittgnkt'tithe  realdjerrmay  eafily 
conceive  thaty  }haw£irer  ^  p^netitet^d  the:  French 
might  be  by.thij,  di^inguifiiedi^afk^of  goodtwm 
and  Amity  on  the  part  of  the^r  «5r<9;'(u,.  they  were 
too  difcreet  to  abufe  to  fac|)<a:degi<ee'thei.r  excefn 
of  complaifance.  •        i;   »■  :      <•  ^ 

Although  the  Mendo9ans,  in  feveral  refpefls, 
refemble  the  Tahjajtpans,  although  it  may  be  fup* 
pofed  that  their  origin  is  common  ;  ^y^t  tbeindu^ftr)^ 
of  the  formes  is  lefs  advanced  tban^  that  of  th^ 
latter :  to  difpel  every^  doUbl  of  .thi»,  it .  is  fufficieni 
to  recall  to  mindi  wh^t  ith^I^nghflijand  Prench 
voyagers  have  related '.to  ii^  <>f  the  ufeful  and  agree- 
able arts  knbwR^  and  Cttltiyiati^d  at  Taheitbe,  and 
to  compare  it  iwitb  what  yire,  have  had  an  oppor^ 
tunity  of  knowmg ;  o£ i  tbofe  .of  Santa  Chris- 
tina* ;■  :...i- a  J]  r.z  ui  i-»lb^o*  L „.;.:,  1  .,-i  ..•■■; 
.  Itjwillibe  fbund  t&at  tb^t  nayai  ardhiteflure  of 
the  Mende9ans  k  ftiU  iniits.infiuicyv  if  we  wiih  to 
crnnpaTc'their  ticklifh  veffels  to  thofe  handfonie 
warJeanof s  that  form  thegtand  fleet  of  the  Tahei- 
teansj  which  .might  be  tik^n  for  tbait  of  Greece 
v'.»^;;i2  under 
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under  the  command  of  Aoambmnon,  when  they 
collet  their  forces  in  order  to  revenge  an  infuh, 
or  fubje£k  fome  ifland  to  the  fort  of  fupremacy 
which  Taheitee  feems  to  zffed  over  the  neigh. 
bouring  archipelago.     The  canoes  of  the  Men- 
do^s,  according  to  the  defcription  which  Sur> 
geon  RoBLBT  gives  of  them,   are  compofed  of 
three  pieces  rather  rudely  wrought,  badly  fewed 
together,  and  leaking  throughout :  they  are  from 
twenty  to  thirty  feet  long,  by  a  foot  or  eighteen 
inches  broad :   their  ftem  is  terminated  by  a  pro . 
jeding  piece,  which  imitates  very  imperfectly  the 
flattened  head  of  a  fifli,  or  rather  the  under  jaw  of 
a  pike ;  the  (lern  is  formed  by  two  planks  four 
inches    in  thicknefs,  placed  an>end,  >  and  rifmg 
under  the  figure  of  an  S,  elongated  and  reclined. 
Sometimes  two   of  thefe  canoes  are  joined   to- 
gether;   but,  moft  frequently,    the  Mendo9ans 
content    themfelves   with  adapting  to   them  an 
out-rigger,  compofed  of  two  bamboos  projeding 
laterally,  and  fattened  at  their  outer  extremities 
by  a  branch  of  a  light  wood,  which  forms  the 
great  fide  of  the  frame.    Thefe  canoes  carry  from 
three  to  feven  men,  and  from  ten  to  fifteen  when 
two  are  lafhed  together  fo  as  to  make  a  double 
canoe ;  both  are  navigated  by  means  of  paddles 
tolerably  well  wrought.    If  a  canoe  overfets,  an 
accident  not  uncommon,  the  men  who  are  in  her, 
jump  overboard,  right  her,  bale  her  out,  and  get 
into  her  again  very  quietly*    The  drawing  of  thefe 

canoes. 
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canoes,  fuch  as  is  feen  in  the  firft  volume  of 
Cook's  Second  Voyage,  page  307,  would  girc  a' 
lefs  difadvantageous  idea  of  them  than  that  which 
muft  remain  in  our  mind  from  Surgeon  Roblet's 
defcription*.  It  appears  that  Captain  Chanal 
has  formed  a  more  favourable  opinion  of  them; 
he  fays,  in  general,  that  the  conftrudUon  of  their 
houfes  and  canoes  evinces  no  inconfiderable  (hare 
of  induftry  and  patience. 

Voyagers  agree  better  as  to  the  fabrication  of - 
their  weapons,  which  are  wrought  with  care  and 
taftef.  Thefe  confift  of  lances  from  nine  to 
eleven  feet  long,  a  fort  of  fabre,  the  ihape  of 
which  approaches  that  of  the  blade  of  an  oar, 
pikes  or  javelins,  and  clubs,  one  of  the  extre« 
mities  of  which  commonly  comllfts  of  a  large 
knot;  and    moft  of   thefe   weapons   which  are 

*  Captain  Caok  giyes   of  them  the  following  defcriptlon* 
"  Their  canoes  are  made  of  wood,  and  pieces  of  the  bark 
"  of  a  foft  tree,  which  grows  near  the  fea  in  great  plenty, 
*<  and  is  very  tough  and  proper  for  the  purpofe.    They  are 
•*from  futeen  to   twenty'  (Englifli)  feet  long,    and  about 
'<  fifteen  inches  broad :  the  head  and  ftem  are  made  of  two 
"  folid  pieces  of  wood ;  the  ftem  rifes  or  curves  a  little,  but 
"  in  an  irregular  dire6tion,   and  ends  in  a  point }  the  head 
"  projeds  out  horizontally,  and  is  carved  into  fome  faint  aAd  ' 
"  very  rude  refemhhnce  of  a  human  face.    They  are  rowed 
"  by  paddles,  and  fome  have  a  fort  of  latteen  ftil  made  of  •' 
'•matting.'*     (Cooi'x ^^rrW  f'tfy^^,  vol.  i.  page  311O 

f  Captain  Cmh  fays  that   **  their  weapons  are'  clubs  and 
"  fpears  refcmbling  thofe  of  OtahtUty  but  fomewhat  iieAter." 
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made  of  eafuarina  wood,  are  ornamented  with 
various  carving.  The  Mendo^ans  alfo  make  ure  of 
the  fling  ;  they  do  not  ftiew  themfeives  very  dexte. 
rous  in  hitting  a  maric  \  but  they  throw  ftcmes  to 
a  very  great  diftance :  this  weapon  would  be  ex- 
tremely dangerous  in  their  hands,  if  ftrength  made 
amends  for  (kill.  Neither  bow  nor  arrows  were 
feen  among  them ;  nor  does  it  appear  that  they 
are  acquainted  with  their  ufe. 

The  care  that  they  take  to  build  their  houfes  on 
II;ohe>platform8,  which  raife  them  to  a  certain 
elevation  above  the  ground,  has  already  indicated 
that  their  ifland  mud  be  expofed  to  inundations  \ 
and  the  ufe  which  they  make  of  ftilts,  confirms 
this  opinion.  Thefe  ftilts,  to  which  the  Englifli 
voyagers  appear  not  to  have  paid  attention,  arc 
contrived  in  a  manner  which  announces  that  the 
inundations  are  not  regular,  but  vary  in  their 
height :  and  want,  which  is  the  parent  of  induftry, 
baa  fuggefted  to  the  inhabitants  of  Santa 
CHaiStiNA*  a  method  asfimple  as  it  is  ingenious, 
by  Which  this  help,  that  is  necef&ry  to  them  for 
keeping  up  a  communication  with  each  other  in  the 
tainy  feafon,  may  be  employed  equally  as  well  in 
tile  higheft  waters,  as  in  the  loweft.  For  this  pur< 
pOfe,  each  ftitt  is  cOmpofed  of  two  pieces  * :  the 

*  Ca|ttalft  Ci^dite/ brought  to  trixict  thefifcce  which  I  have 
named  the  fiep^  and  from  which  I  hftve  madk  the  dfefoHption 
that  is  here  givin.  ^e  rediittd  figare  df  h  may  be  feen  in 
Plfite  II.    It  may  afford  an  idea  of  the  nature  pf  their  fcu^ture. 
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one,  o(  hard  wood  and  of  a  finale  piece,  may  be 
called  the^ep ;  the  other  k  a  pole  of  light  wood, 
more  or  lefs  long,  according  to  the  (lature  of  the 
perfon  who  is  to  make  ufe  of  it.  The  ftep  is 
eleven  or  twelve  inches  in  length,  an  inch  and  a 
half  in  thicknefs ;  and  its  breadth,  which  is  four 
inches  at  the  top,  is  reduced  to  half  an  inch  at  the 
bottom.  The  hind  part  is  liolloWed  out  like  a 
gutter  or  fcupper,  in  order  to  be  applied  againft 
the  pole,  as  a  check  or  fifli  is,  in  fea^terms,  ap« 
plied  againft  a  mad }  and  it  is  fadened  to  the  pole 
at  the  height  required  by  that  of  the  waters,  by 
fennit  or  lafhings  of  cocoa-nut  bafs:  the  upper  lafli* 
ing  patTes  through  an  oblong  hole,  pierced  in  the 
thicknefs  of  the  dep}  and  tlie  lower  one  em- 
b'^acesy  with  feveral  turns,  the  thin  parr,  and 
confines  it  againd  the  pole.  The  projecting  pan^ 
which  I  fliould  call  the  clog,  and  on  which  the 
foot  is  to  reft  croiTwife,  bends  upwards  as  it 
branches  from  the  pole  i  this  clog  is  an  inch  and 
a  half  in  thicknefs ;  and  its  fliape  is  nearly  that  of 
the  prow  of  a  (hip,  or  of  a  rofirum,  or^  if  the 
reader  pleafe,  that  of  a  truncated  nautilus^  The 
under  part  of  this  fort  of  IkcU  is  (lightly  ftriatea 
throughout  its  whole  furface,  and  xhejiria  com* 
mence  from  the  two  fktos  ki  order  to  join  in  th« 
lower  part  on  the  middle,  and  there  form  a  con- 
tinued web  (  its  upper  furfice  is  almoft  flat  for 
receiving  the  foot,  and  it  is  in  like  manner  orna^ 
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mented  with  ftria:  of  no  great  depth,  which  foVm 
regular  feries  of  Talient  angles  and  of  re-entering 
angles.  The  clog  is  fupported  by  a  bufl:  of  a 
human  figure  in  the  attitude  of  a  Cariatides, 
wrought  in  a  grotefque  manner,  which  greatly  re- 
fembles  a  fupport  of  the  Egyptian  kind ;  it  has 
below  it  a  fecond  figure  of  the  fame  kind,  but 
fmaller,  the  head  of  which  is  placed  below  the 
breafts  of  the  large  one ;  the  hands  of  the  latter 
are  placed  flat  on  the  ftomach,  and  itfi  body  is  ter- 
minated  by  a  long  (heath,  in  order  to  form  the 
lower  and  pointed  part  of  the  ftep.  The  arms,  as 
well  as  the  other  parts  of  the  body  of  the  two 
figures,  are  angularly  ftriated,  like  the  upper  &ce 
of  the  clog.  The  natives  of  Santa  Christina 
make  a  very  dexterous  ufe  of  their  (lilts,  and 
w^ld).  in  a  race,  difpute  the  palm  with  our  moft 
ei^rienced  herdfmen  in  (talking  with  theirs  over 
tlfte  heaths»of  Bordeaux.  The  pains  taken  by 
the  formei  in  ornamenting  with  fculpture  thofe 
which  i^tj  have  invented,  may  prove  that  they  fet 
on  theiii  a  great  value ;  for  this  work,  executed 
on  a  very  hard  wood  with  the  fort  of  tools  which 
they  employ,  muft  coft  them  much  trouble,  and 
require  a  very  confiderable  portion  of  time :  be- 
fides,  they  are  feep  amufmg  themfelves  in  keeping 
up  the  habit  of  walking  with  (lilts ;  this  exercife 
enters  into  their  ganies,  aind  conftitutes  a  part  of 
their  Gymnadics. 
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Their  tools,  rude  as  they  are,  inadequate  as  they 
would  be  in  the  hand  of  one  of  our  workmen,  their 
fifhing  implements,  which  differ  little  from  ours, 
and  the  various  utenfils,  the  articles  of  furniture, 
the  garments,  the  dreffes  in  ufe  among  them, 
all  announce  intelligence  and  induftry  in  the 
men  by  whom  they  were  invented,  and  in  thofe 
by  whom  they  are  fabricated. 

Their  hatchet  is  a  black  and  hard  ftone,  fome- 
what  fimilar  to  that  which  we  call  iouch-Jionei  of 
which  it  has  the  property ;  it  is  ihaped  like  an 
elongated  wedge,  or  rather  like  a  mortife-chifel ; 
and,  by  feveral  clofe  turns  of  fmall  fennit  made  of 
cocoa-nut  bafs,  it  is  ftrongly  faflened  on  the  ex- 
tremity of  one  of  the  branches  of  a  piece  of  crooked 
wood :  its  fliape  is  that  of  one  of  our  fhort-handled 
pick-axes;  and  fome  of  thefe  tools  wd|gh  as  much 
as  twenty-five  pounds.  They  employ,  befides, 
pieces  of  (hell,  of  various  (hapes  and  iizes,  fharp- 
edged  or  toothed  like  a  faw,  bones  formed  into 
points,  and  the  rough  ikin  of  fome  fifli,  to  fafhion 
and  polifli  their  different  works  of  carpentry  or 
fculpture.  It  does  not  appear  that  they  have 
[hitherto  learned  to  make  any  ufe  of  the  iron  tools. 
I  which  they  may  hawe  received  from  Europeans. 

Their  fifhing  implements,  which  confift  of  the 
Ifeoop-net  and  the  fweep-net,  are  made,  fome  with 
Icocoa-nut  bafs,  others  with  the  cortical  fibres  of  a 
Ifpecies  of  nettle.  The  fame  materials  are  em- 
Iployed  for  making  ropes,  fennit,  and  mat.*;.    Their 
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induftry  is  not  confpicuous  in  their  fi(h-hooks> 
which  are  inferior  to  mod  of  thofe  belonging  tu 
the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean.  Some  are 
made  of  a  fingle  piece  of  mother-of-pearl,  others 
of  a  piece  of  the  fame  fubilance  to  which  is  ad- 
jufted  a  fraall  bone,  faftened  to  the  mother-of-pearl 
by  feveral  turns  of  packthread,  in  order  to  form  a 
fmooth  hook,  without  a  barb ;  their  fifli-hooks  art; 
properly  no  more  than  tenters,  and  to  judge  from 
the  negligence  which  they  betray  in  the  fabrication 
of  this  indrument,  it  may  be  prefumed  that  they 
make  much  more  ufe  of  the  net  than  of  the  line. 
In  faft,  the  patient  and  Itationary  employment  of 
one  who  fiihes  with  a  hook  and  line,  ill  fuits  a 
people  to  whom  redraint  feems  to  be  a  punilh- 
ment,  and  who  pafs  their  lives  in  exercife  and 
motion.       ^ 

Their  houfehold  utenfils  eonfifl  of  calabaflies  of 
different  capacities,  which  they  contrive  to  flop  fo 
hermetically,  that  they  may  be  employed  in  the 
conveyance  of  liquids  *,  and  of  various  wooden 
veffels  which  they  make  ufe  of  for  their  food,  and 
on  which  they  amufe  themfelves  in  carving  or  en- 
graving figures  of  men,  fiflies,  and  birds,  drawn  as 
they  ufualiy  are  in  the  infancy  of  the  arts,  or  rather 
when  thefe  are  yet  unborn. 

Our  vc),^«rs  had  no  opportunity  of  examining 
their  proceedings  in  the  fsU)rication  of  cloths  j 
but  we  may  judge  from  a  fluted  beater  or  mallet, 
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brought  home  by  Captain  Chanal  ^,  and  which 
is  well  known  to  be  the  principal  indrument  of  the 
cloth-manufa£lories  in  the  iflands  of  the  Great 
Ocean,  that  the  method  of  the  Mendo^ans  differs 
act  from  that  of  the  Taheiteans,  the  details  of 
which  have  been  given  to  us  in  the  narratives  of 
Cook  and  other  navigators.  The  fubflanceofthefe 
cloths  is  the  bark  of  the  paper-mulberry  tree:  and,  as 
well  as  it  could  be  underftood,  foipe  are  made  of  the 
cortical  fibres  of  the  bread.fruit  tree :  they  are  infe- 
rior in  point  of  quality  and  flnenefs  to  thofe  of  Ta- 
H£iT£E,  and  are  neither  fo  varied  npr  fo  abundant. 
Captain  Chakal  fays,  however,  that  the  cloths  pf 
Santa  Christina  wear  tolerably  well,  and  that 
he  has  feen  fome  pretty  fine :  he  adds  that,  fpme- 
dmes,  they  are  dyed  yellow  ;  but  he  is  ignorant 
from  what  plant  the  natives  eictrad  this  colpufs 
with  which  fome  alfo  paint  their  whpk  body.  A 
grinding  (lone  which  Surgeon  Roslbt  remarked 
among  their  utenfils,  might  fuggeft  the  idea  that 
this  colour  is  an  earth  that  is  met  with  in  ibme 
part   of  the  ifland  which  the  French  have  not 

*  The  cloth- beater  or  mallet  of  Santa  Chriftina  appears  to 
Jiifer  from  that  of  Taheitee  and  the  other  Satiety  Iflands,  only 
in  being  roimd,  and  itp  flutes  or Jlr't*  being  eqyal  throvghou!^ 
its  whole  circumference,  v/hereas  th,at  pf  Tahtitee  is  fquare,  an^ 
its  flutes  are  of  unequal  widths  on  the  four  fides.  This  variety 
in  the  Antes  of  the  latter  beater,  feems  to  indicate  that  the 
manufadlure  of  cloths  is  brought  to  greater  perfeflion  at  Td- 
he'ttee  than  at  Santa  Chri/llna,  and  that  the  workmaofliip  is 
there  more  divcrfified,  no  doubt  according  to  the  different 
quality  of  the  cloths  that  are  fabricated. 
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viHted.  Their  mats  are  made  with  palm^leaves ; 
they  are  vroven  and  wrought  with  care  and 
neatnefs. 

If  the  Mendo9ans  have  not  cloths  of  a  finer 
quality,  it  is  not  that  they  would  not  prefer 
them  to  their  own,  if  they  were  acquainted  with 
them;  for  George  Forster  tells  us,  that  they 
purchafed  at  any  price  thofe  pieces  of  the  mul- 
berry-bark, covered  with  red  feathers,  which  the 
Engliih  had  brought  from  Tonga-Taboo,  one  of 
the  Friendly  Iflands  *  :  but  it  may  be  fuppofed 
that  it  was  not  to  clothe,  but  to  adorn  themfelves, 
that  they  fo  ardently  wiflied  to  poffefs  thofe  bril- 
liant  cloths  ;  nature  has  difpenfed  with  their  being 
clothed  :  and,  as  want  excites  them  not  to  labour, 
they  prefer  to  a  ufelefs  toil,  the  pleafure  of  doing 
nothing,  the  far  niente  prevails  even  over  the  love 
of  luxury  and  the  tafte  of  drefs. 

Next  to  fifliing,  the  accidental  fabrication  of  their 
weapons,  of  their  canoes,  and  of  the  utenills  for 
the  ufe  of  tlje  habitation,  the  principal  occupation 
of  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  is  to  fing, 
dance,  and  amufe  themfelves :  the  common  ex- 
prefiion  of  killing  time  feems  to  have  been  created 
in  order  to  render  obvious  the  nullity  of  the  adions 
which  divide  the  circle  of  their  life.  Their  dancing 
fcarcely  deferves  to  be  mentioned  :  according  to 
Surgeon  Roblet,  it  confifts  merely  of  feveral 
people  placing  themfelves  in  a  circle ;  all  the  actors, 
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with  the  exception  of  the  women,  mqike  a  great 
noife,  by  clapping  one  hand  on  the  bend  of  the 
oppofite  elbow,  leant  againd  the  fide,  or  by  (Iriking 

one  hand  againfl  the  other,  in  cadence,  while  a 
fingle  dancer  makes  a  few  motions  with  the  legs, 
by  croffing  them  one  over  the  other  without  ftir- 
ring  from  his  place.  George  Forster,  however, 
compares  the  dances  of  the  Mendo9ans  to  thofe  of 
the  Taheiteans  *  :  but,  if  the  comparifon  be  juft, 
the  former  cannot  have  difplayed  all  their  talents 
in  prefence  of  the  French ;  for,  mod  alfuredly, 
nothing  bears  lefs  refemblance  to  thofe  voluptuous 
dances,  to  thofe  animated  ballets  of  the  beautiful 
dancing-girls  of  Taheitee,  the  defcription  and 
the  drawings  of  which  every  one  has  read  and 
feen  in  the  accounts  of  Cook's  voyages,  than  the 
dull  and  monotonous  dance  defcribed  by  Surgeon 
RoBLET.  Mr.  Forster  adds  that  the  muflc  of  the 
two  nations  is  nearly  the  fame,  and  that  they 
make  ufe  of  the  fame  kind  of  drums.  The  French 
obferver  does  not  fpeak  of  a  drum ;  he  fays  that 
the  muHcal  inftruments  are  a  Jlromhus  iambiSf  a 
fpecies  of  conch ;  to  this  they  adapt  a  calabafh- 
tube,  in  which  they  blow,  and  draw  from  it  grave 
founds  in  no  great  variety :  they  obtain  nearly  the 
fame  founds  from  another  indrument,  formed  of 
a  piece  of  bamboo,  to  which  is  adapted,  at  the 
acute  angle,  another  fmaller  bamboo.     We  muft, 
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however,  grant  them  the  drum,  fince  Mr.FoRSTKn 
faw  and,  doubtlefs,  heard  it ;  but  I  am  apprehcn. 
five  that,  even  in  adding  it  to  the  two  wind*in{lru« 
ments,  the  orcheilra  would  not  be  more  improved, 
nor  the  dancing  be  more  animated. 

This  exercife  is  not  the  only  one  that  occupies 
their  idlenefs :  running  on  {lilts  is  to  them  ano- 
ther jkind  of  amufement ;  but  fwimming  is  a  di* 
verfion  to  wh'  -.h  they  appear  to  devoie  themfelves 
with  mod  perfeverance  and  mod  pleafure:  they 
were  feen  (pending  whole  days  in  the  water, 
round  the  Somde,  reding  themfelves  only  by  in> 
tervals,  and  taking  no  other  nourifbment  than  the 
ficih  and  the  milk  of  cocoa-nuts.  It  i&  not  eafy 
\'o  conceive  how  they  can  fo  long  withftand  fuch 
fatigue  under  a  burning  iky  ;  and  it  may  be  faid 
that  if  the  Bay  of  La  Maore  de  Dios  is  the 
bay  of  idlenefs,  it  is  not  that  of  lazinefs. 

But  all  the  adivity  of  the  Mendo9ans  is  dire^ed 
towards  amufement :  they  fatigue  themfelves  in 
doing  nothing.  Eafy  as  to  their  means  of  fub- 
fiflence,  they  receive  what  the  earth  affords  them 
liberally,  and  by  no  means  think  of  forcing  it,  by 
their  labour,  to  a  greater  difplay  of  its  riches ; 
agriculture,  the  firfl  of  arts  which  man  mufl:  have 
endeavoured  to  improve,  ftems  not  to  merit  their 
attention ;  there  arc  feen  only  a  few  regular  plan- 
tations of  bread-fruit  and  plantain  trees  j  the  reft 
is  left  to  the  care  of  Nature. 
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Their  well-determined  inclination  to  enjoy  un- 
interruptedly the  fweets  of  a  peaceable  life,  protects 
them  not,  however,  from  the  misfortunes  of  being 
fometimes  engaged  in   wars,  either  among  them- 
felves,  or  between  one  illand   and  another.     It  is 
not  poflible  to  procure,  in  this  refpe^,  exafl:  in- 
formation ;  but  the  offenfive  and  murderous  wea- 
pons  which    I    have  defcribed,  and  the  ferious 
wounds  of  which  fome  of  them  bear  the  fears,  are 
proofs  which  attefl  that  they  have  not  been  able  to 
efcape  that  fcourge  of  the  human  race.    Surgeon 
RoBLET  is  inclined  to  attribute  to  Nature,  who 
has  fo  many  refources  among   a  frugal  people, 
whofe  humours  are  not  heated  by  ardent  paflions 
and  high-feafoned  difhes,  rather  than  to  art,  which 
mud   there  have  fo  little  means,  the  wonderful 
healing  of  fome  wounds  the  cure  of  which,  would, 
in  his  opinion,  do  honour  to  our  mod  ikilful  fur- 
geons.    He  examined,  and  pointed  out  to  feveral 
of  his  (hipmates,  an  individual  who  had  had  his 
body  tranfpierced  by  a  wooden  lance,  which  had 
entered   below   the  left  fhoulder-blade,  and  bad 
come  out  between  the  third  and  fecond  of  the  true 
ribs  on  the  right  fide :  the  warrior,  who  had  re- 
ceived this  wound,  was   not  incommoded  by  it ; 
only,  the  poderior  fear  was  a  little  prominent.    He 
examined  three  others  who  had  confiderable  de> 
preflions,  as  well  of  the  coronal  bone  as  of  the  pa- 
rietal bones,  occafioned  by  dones  thrown  from  a 
fling  i  and  not  one  of  them  felt  the  flighted  incon- 
venience. 
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venicnce.  Nature,  no  doubt  has  had  the  great«(t 
ihare  in  thefe  cures ;  but  it  I'ccms  that  fomething 
fhould  be  granted  to  art,  which  cannot  be  unknown 
to  thefc  illanders ;  lor  it  will  be  recoUefted  that, 
when  Surgeon  Roulet  went  to  drefsihc  arm  of  the 
young  man  whom  the  French  had  wounded  by 
accident,  he  judged,  from  the  infpedion  of  the  in- 
genious drtlling  which  the  furgeons  of  the  country- 
had  employed,  that  the  treatment  of  fradures  was 
not  above  their  knowledge  and  means :  and  the 
particular  attention  which  all  the  by-flanders,  in 
profound  filence,  fo  contrary  to  their  cudom,  paid 
to  the  manner  in  which  an  European  furgeon  ope- 
rated, proves  the  great  importance  that  they  attach 
.    to  the  art  of  dreffrng  wounds. 

A  few  days  intercourfe  will,  undoubtedly,  not 
appear  fufficient  for  obtaining  a  thorough  know. 

'  ledge  of  the  character,  the  manners,  the  inclina- 
tions, the  habits,  and  the  cudoms  of  a  people, 
whom  the*  obferver  fees  for  the  fir  ft  time  j  it 
may,  however,  be  faid,  that,  with  regard  to  tribes 

'  Aill  half-favage,  all  the  individuals  of  which  live 
the  whole  day  in  the  open  air,  whom  curiofity 
attrafls  in  great  numbers  round  ftrangers,  and  who, 
not  knowing  how  to  diflemble,  fhew  themfelves 
fuch  as  they  are,  they  are  very  foon  known :  a 
voyager  is,  in  fome  meafure,  in  habitual  fociety 
with  the  whole  nation  i  and  every  fact  that  fur- 
liiflies  a  remark,  leads  to  a  refult.     It  is  then  from 
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thefe  fafts  that  we  can  know  and  form  an  cpiuioii 
of  the  natives  of  Santa  Christina. 

Their  conduft  towards  the  French  mud  make 
us  confider  them  as  the  mod  mild,  the  mod  hu- 
mane,  the  mod  peaceable,  the  mod  hofpitable,  and 
the  mod  generous  of  all  thofe  who  occupy  the 
iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean.  The  movements 
of  their  foul  are  as  rapid  as  lightning,  and  as  va- 
riable as  thofe  of  the  weather-cock  j  with  them 
there  remains  no  durable  impreflion  of  the  different 
fentiments  which  they  experience.  They  are  al- 
ways feen  warmly  moved  at  the  fmalled  accident 
that  happens  to  one  of  their  own  countrymen, 
or  even  to  a  dranger ;  but  this  painful  fenfation 
fuddenly  gives  place  to  joy,  if  a  new  or  extraor- 
dinary objed  chance  to  drike  their  fenfes.  Such 
a  people  cannot  be  malicious ;  and  all  that  the. 
French  faw  proves  that  kindnefs  is  the  eflence  of 
their  charafter  :  but  their  compla^ifance,  their  affa- 
bility, their  readinefs  to  oblige,  they  hold  from  Na- 
ture :  and,  no  doubt,  we  may  trud  to  thefe  qua- 
lities with  greater  fafety,  than  to  the  appearances  of 
them  which  civilized  nations  find  means  to  acquire 
through  education,  or  to  that  politenefs  combined 
and  agreed  on  which  exhauds  itfelf  in  words,  and 
too  frequently  is  barren  in  adions. 

The  Mendo^ans  are  an  amiable  people,  who  are 
ioceffantly  in  purfuit  of  pleafure,  and  whofe  atten- 
tion is  called  off  and  amufed  by  every  new  objed. 
They  may  be  compared  to  monkies,  or,  to  fpeak 
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more  correflly,  to  children  who  ardently  wifh  fcr 
every  thing  they  fee,  and  no  longer  fet  any 
value  on  it  as  foon  as  they  have  enjoyed  it  a  mo- 
ment :  they  determine  by  the  eye,  never  by  re- 
flexion. Nails  at  firft  excited  their  wiflies ;  they 
would  have  nothing  but  nails  in  exchange  :  and 
it  was  not  becaufe  they  were  acquainted  with  their 
utility  and  employment,  for  the  only  ufe  that  they 
made  of  them,  was  to  wear  them  as  ear-pendants, 
or  fufpended,  by  way  of  ornament,  to  their  neck 
or  their  waid :  to  nails  fucceeded  looking-glafTes ; 
to  thefe,  whiflles ;  to  the  lad,  fmall  knives ;  but 
the  reign  of  each  of  thefe  trifles  was  only  ephe- 
meral ;  and  coloured  glafs-bcads  were,  in  their 
turn,  in  requefl,  and  foon  difdained.  A  ribband,  a 
bit  of  red  cloth,  any  trifle  whatever,  always  ob* 
tained  the  preference  over  a  hatchet,  a  faw,  or  fome 
carpenter's  or  joiner's  tool,  which  other  nations 
of  the  Great  Ocean  feek  with  fo  much  avidity, 
becaufe  the,  advantage  which  thefe  tools  have  over 
theirs,  for  a  quick  execution  in  labour,  cannot 
efcape  reflexion,  and  determines  their  choice. 

The  women  of  Santa  Christina  are  in  their 
tade  as  fickle  as  the  men  i  and  incondancy  cha- 
raXerizes  their  whole  conduct  :  they  change  af- 
fection as  they  do  ear-pendants  ;  a  man  is  to  them 
no  more  than  a  play-thing ;  and  they  are  feen 
pafling  from  the  arms  of  a  lover  whom  they  feemed 
to  love,  into  thofe  of  the  fird  comer  who  has  any 
£uicy  for  them. 
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It  is  perhaps  to  the  levity  and  carelefnefs  com- 
mon to  both  fexeS,  that  we  mud  attribute  that  de- 
cided inclination  which  they  manifeft  for  theft,  in 
regard  to  ftrangers,  and  that  fingular  facility  with 
which  they  reftore,  on  the  firfl:  demand,  without 
fuffering  themfelves  to  be  entreated,  and  even, 
laughing,  the  article  which  they  have  purloined. 
It  might  be  imagined  that  the  flealing  of  thefenew 
objects  which  are  difplayed  before  them,  and  which 
they  mufl:  confider  only  as  agreeable  but  ufeleft 
things,  is,  in  their  eyes,  no  more  than  a  fort  of 
play  to  which  they  attach  no  importance :  it 
feemed,  from  feeing  them  prefent  themfelves  be- 
fore the  French,  decked  out  with  their  ftolen  ar- 
ticles, either  that  they  regarded  the  pofleffion  of 
them  as  lawfully  acquired,  or  that  they  had  for- 
gotten the  adion  by  which  they  had  procured 
them.  However,  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the/ 
have  a  fixed  idea  of  property,  and  that  they  well 
know  that  Healing  is  a  bad  a^lion :  the  theft  of 
Captain  Marchand's  muflcet,  and  the  manner: 
in  which  it  was  reflored,  would  be  fufficient  to 
prove  this.  But  how,  in  that  cafe,  reconcile  the 
natural  kindnefs  of  thefe  iflanders,  their  hofpitable 
civility,  their  eagernefs  to  render  fervice,  their 
facility  in  forgetting  the  mifchlef  which  a  French- 
man had  done  to  one  of  the  inhabitants,  an  invo- 
luntary mifchief,  indeed,  but  which,  in  their  eyes, 
might  not  appear  fo ;  how,  I  fay,  reconcile  all 
thefe  qualities  with  the  concerted   projeift  of  the 
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ofEcious  guides  of  Captain  Marchand,  to  draw 
him  into  a  wcod  in  order  to  rob  him,  and  with  the 
attempt  to  plunder  his  fervant  ?    Let  us  obferve, 
neverthelefs,  that  guilt  does  not  long  remain  un- 
punifhed :  a  man  ^whom  no  ornament,   no  mark 
diftinguiflies  from  others,  undertakes  to  do  juftice, 
goes  in  fearch  of  the  thief,  and  knocks  in  the  head 
one  of  his  own  countrymen,  for  having  committed 
a  theft  on  a  flranger  :  and  no  one  takes  exception 
at  this,  no  one  takes  part  againfl:  the  afTaflln  in  fa- 
vour of  the  perfon  afTaflinated !     Robbery  is  there- 
fore not  authorized,  nor  even  tolerated  at  Santa 
Christina.     Perhaps  we  may  be  led  to  fuppofea 
connivance  between  the  thief  and  the  perfon  who 
undertakes  to  punifh  him  for  his  theft  ?     Perhaps 
the  pretended  punilhment  has  not  been  exercifed ; 
and  the  claufe  of  the  treaty  might  be  the  divifion 
between  them  of  the  reward  which  the  latter  i^ 
certain  to  obtain  ?  We  find,  indeed,  in  the  accounts 
of  voyagers,  fome  inftances  of  fuch  an  agreement, 
for  a  combined  theft ;  but  let  us  wait  till  we  are 
better   acquainted    with    the    natives   of  Santa 
Christina,  againft  whom  Europeans  have  very 
few  reproaches  to  make,  before  we  pronounce  on 
their  morality,  in   regard    to  theft,  a  judgment 
which  might  not  be  equitable.     Would  it  be  jufi, 
in  fa£t,  to  judge  of  a  whole  people  by  the  criminal 
conduct  of  a  few  individuals  ?  If  any  one  of  thefe 
iflanders,  tranfported  into  our  country,  and  travel* 
ling  on  Qur  high  roads,  were  affaulted  and  ftripped 
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by  robbers  j  or  if,  in  any  of  our  great  cities, 
curiofity  having  carried  him  to  one  of  our  public 
places,  fome  (harpers  dexteroufly  emptied  his 
pockets ;  fliould  we  think  him  authorized  to  fay- 
that  the  French  are  a  nation  of  pickpockets  and 
highwaymen  ? 

The  robbery  committed  on  Captain  Mar- 
chand  is  the  only  one  that  was  attempted  by 
open  force:  the  others  may  be  faid  to  be,  in 
fome  meafure,  waggifli  thefts ;  it  is  the  child 
dealing  a  cake.  But  if  we  may,  in  this  refpedl, 
have  fome  reproach  to  make  them,  we  cannot  help 
admiring  their  fmcerity  in  traffic :  no  one,  after 
having  received  the  value,  attempted  to  withhold 
the  eftefts  which  he  had  fold  *  ;  Surgeon  Roblet 
iells  us  even  that  he  has  often  feen  them  add  to 
ihefe,  or  bring  back  articles  which  the  purchafers 
had  forgot  to  take,  and  which,  in  the  buftle,  the 
venders  might  have  caufed  to  difappear,  without 
there  being  a  poflibility  of  the  former  perceiving  the 


*  Captain  Cooi  and  George  Former  complain  that,  during 
the  firft  vifits  of  the  natives  they  wlfhed  to  keep  the  commodi* 
ties  which  were  offered  to  thern,  and  give  nothing  in  exchange ; 
Cooi  was  obliged  to  order  a  mufket  to  be  fired  over  the  head 
of  an  iflander,  who  had  repeatedly  abufed  his  confidence :  but 
he  adds  that,  in  the  fequel,  they  behaved  with  moie  honefty. 
{dot's  Second  Voyage,  vol.  i.  page  299,  and  George  Forfter'% 
Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  10.)  The  French  had  the  advantage 
of  finding  the  inhabitants  of  5anfa  Chriflina  all  formed  to  traffic^ 
and  convinced  that  Europeans  were  not  to  be.cheated  with 
impunity.  .' 
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millake.  Faithful  among  themfelves,  they  deli- 
vered pundually  the  European  commodities  to 
thofe  who  had  furniflied  the  articles  of  exchange  ; 
tliey  did  not  endeavour  to  purloin  from  each  other 
the  provifions  which  they  brought ;  frequently 
even  they  mutually  made  one  another  a  prefent  of 
the  things  which  they  had  juft  purchafed  at  the 
price  of  what  they  had  mofl:  valuable.  Their  fide- 
lity among  themfelves  was  manifefled  even  in  the 
thefts  which  they  committed  ;  the  article  ftolen  in 
the  fhip  palTed  from  hand  to  hand,  without  the  per- 
fon  who  had  done  the  deed  appearing  uneafy  to 
know  in  whofe  poiTeflion  the  article  might  remain, 
well  aflured  that,  fooner  or  later,  it  would  come 
back  to  his  *.     Under  whatever  point  of  view  we 

'     ■■  .  ■'   •  confider 


n 


*  In  order  to  remove  every  fufpicion  of  enthufiafin  or  par- 
tiality in  favour  of  the  Mendo9ai  ,,  I  muH  compare  with 
what  I  fay  lierc,  a  faft  in  contradiction,  related  by  Captain 
Cooi  ;  but  I  muft,  at  the  fame  time,  obfervc  that  it  is  the  facl 
of  an  individual,  a  folitary  fatt,  which  proves  nothing  againll 
the  generality,  and  from  which  it  may  merely  be  coneludtd 
that  at  Santa  Chriftiihi,  as  well  ;is  every  where  clfc,  there  are 
vicious  men,  whofe  particular  charafter,  at  variance  with  the 
general  charafler  of  the  nation,  leads  them  to  attions  which 
the  whole  fo(^iety  difavow  and  condemn  :  and  in  what  corner 
of  the  inhabited  earth  do  we  find  a  fociety  of  perfcft  men  ? 

Cooh,  fpeaking  of  the  diflionelly  of  the  natives  of  this 
place,  fays  "  a  man  in  a  canoe  offered  me  a  fmall  pig  for  a 
**  fix-inch  fpike,  and  another  man  being  employed  to  convey 
*•  It,  I  gave  him  the  fpike  which  he  kept  for  himfelf,  and  in- 
*'  (lead  of  it,  gave  to  the  man  who  owned  the  pig  a  fix- 
««  penny  nail.     Words  of  courfe  arofe,  and   I  waited  to  fee 

««  how 
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confider  this  nation  in  their  intercourfs  with 
ftrangers,  it  is  not  poflible  to  difcover  the  princi- 
ples 6f  their  conduft  j  in  it  are  feen  contradidions 
and  inconfiftencies :  but  how  many  men,  how 
many  nations  are  there*  whom  we  rpuft  not 
fathom  too  deeply,  if  we  wifli  to  find  them  always 
confiftent ! 

Voyagers  have  had  few  opportunities  of  obferv- 
ing  the  interior  and  donieftic  behaviour  of  the  na- 
tives of  Santa  Christina.  Captain  Cook 
fays,  that  he  cannot  tell  whether  **  it  be  the 
"  cuftom  for  men  and  women  to  have  feparate 
"  meffes  *  :"  it  is  well  known,  that,  among  the 
greater  part  of  the  tribes  in  thefe  iflands,  the 
latter  are  excluded  from  the  table  of  the  m'^n,  and 
that  frequently  their  condition  is  mofl:  wretched* 
Captain  Chanal  was  feveral  times  prefent  at  the 
meals  of  the  inhabitants  of  La  Maore  de  Dios^ 
and  he  faw  the  men,  women,  and  children  eat  in 
common,  and  feed  on  the  fame  dilhes.  He  like- 
wife  faw  mothers  fuckle  their  children  j  and  they 
were  worthy  of  being  fo  and  deferved  the  title, 
from  the  pains  and  the  delicate  attentions  which 
they  lavifhed  on  their  nurfelings.  Often  too  men 
preiTed  tenderly  in  their  arms,    children  whofe 


"  how  it  would  end ;  but  as  the  man  who  had  pofTeffion  of 
«'  the  fpike  feemed  refolved  to  keep  it,  I  left  them  before  it 
"  was  decided."  [Cook's  Second  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  303.) 
*  Ibid.  vol.  ii.  page  311. 
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ifathers  they  were  proud  of  being ;  but  we  know 
not  what  pledge  they  can  have  of  their  paternity. 
The  French  were  not  able  to  form  an  idea  of  the 
rank  which  the  women  have  in  fociety  j  but  there 
is  reafon  to  believe  that  they  have  no  other  influ- 
ence than  that  which  may  arife  from  the  mo- 
mentary  refignation  of  their  perfoi..  We  are  not 
lefs  juftified  in  thinking  that  the  jealoufy  of  the 
men,  although  tranfient  like  their  enjoyments, 
carries  them  fometimes  to  afts  of  violence;  for 
they  have  been  feen  to  treat  the  women  with  bru- 
lality,  and  even  to  employ  a  ftick  to  ftrike  them ; 
but,  at  the  fame  time,  women  have  been  feen  to 
beat  men,  becaufe,  infenfible  to  the  power  of  their 
charms  and  to  their  incitements,  they  had  repulfed 
them  without  having  in  any  way  complied  with 
their  defires  *.  Thus  equality,  in  this  refpeft, 
feems,  in  feme  meafure,  to  fubfift  between  the 
two  fexes;:  but  as  nature  has  rot  eflablifhed  an 
equality  of  ftrength,  it  may  be  concluded  that 
here,  as  every  where  elfe,  the  men  frequently  have 
recourfe  to  the  law  of  the "  ftrongeft.  However 
this  law  is  not  valid  among  them ;  they  are  not 
feen  fighting  to  obtain  or  preferve  the  conqueft  of 
a  woman ;  it  appears  that  the  right  of  the  flril 
pofleflbr  is  never  contefted,  nor  that  of  fucceflion 

difputed :  every  thing  is  fettled  in  an  amicable 
manner ;  and  if  Santa  Christina  have  fuftained 

•  Obfcrvatlons  of  Rebki. 
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wars,  they  can  never  have  originated  from  the  rape 
of  a  Hel£n. 

Our  voyagers  had  no  opportunity  of  judging 
what  is  the  degree  of  authority  of  fathers  over 
their  children,  nor  what  is  its  duration;  but  it 
may  be  prefumed  that  it  is  not  exercifed  beyond 
childhood,  that  iirfl;  period  of  life  when  weaknefs 
and  ability  claim  the  afllflance  and  protection  of 
one  ftronger  than  ourfelves.  From  what  we  have 
learned   of  the  depravity  of   morals   at  Santa 

Christina,  it  is  not  an  injuflice,  it  is  not  perhaps 
even  too  bold  an  opinion,  to  fuppofe  that  paternity 
mud  be  confidered  only  as  a  fort  of  adoption,  and 
that  the  child  is  obedient  to  thofe  who  have  be- 
haved themfelves  as  its  parents,  only  during  the 
time  when  it  (lands  in  need  of  their  care  and 
fupport. 

If  it  has  not  been  pofTible  to  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  the  interior  regulation  of  particular  families  and 
focieties,  no  greater  facility  was  found  in  afccr- 
taining  the  form  of  governmeit  or  the  political 
regulation  of  the  great  fociety :  only,  it  may  be 
affirmed  that  it  is  not  a  fpecies  of  feudal  govern- 
ment, fuch  as  was  found  edabliflied  in  fome  of 
the  iflands  which  compofe  the  archipelagoes  of  the 
Great  Ocean.  Captain  Chan.^i.  doubts  not, 
however,  that  this  people  have  chiefs  whom  they 
call  Othuh  ;  and  his  opinion  is,  on  the  one  hand, 
founded  on  the  natives,  as  has  been  feen,  having 
given  this  title  to  him  among  them,  to  whom  the 
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French,  on  their  arrival  in  the  ifland,  were  pre- 
fentedinform;  and  on  the  other,  on  their  having, 
in  like  manner,  applied  the  title  of  Otoouh  to 
Captain  Marchand,  when  it  was  known  to 
them  that  he  was  the  commander  or  chief  of  the 
Ihip.  But  this  is  not  the  title  which  they  gave 
to  the  chief  of  La  Madre  de  Dios  when  the 
Englifh  vifited  that  bay :  it  is  pofllble  that  the 
French,  for  want  of  thoroughly  underftanding  the 
natives,  may  have  confounded  the  name  of  a  chief 
with  his  title,  and  that  the  latter  may  have  applied 
to  the  chief  of  the  French  the  name  of  theirs,  as 
they  give  to  their  friends  their  own  names, 
George  Forster  informs  us  that  the  chief  from 
whom  Captain  Cook  received  a  vifit  on  the  beach, 
and  who  made  his  appearance  but  once  in  his  habit 
of  ceremony,  was  prefented  to  them  as  the  king 
of  the  whole  ifland  ;  but  that  his  fubjeds  orvaffals 
did  not  appear  prodigal  of  their  refpeds  to  his 
majefty.  This  chief  acquainted  the  Englifli  that 
\i\s  name  was  Hbnoo,  and  that  he  was  He-ka-ai 
which,  in  Mr.  Forster*s  opinion,  was  a  title 
correfponding  to  the  Aree  (or  Earec,  according  to 
Cook)  of  Taheitee,  and  Areckee  of  the  Friend- 
LY  Iflands  *.  The  fame  voyager  relates,  in  another 
place,  that  Captain  CooK  having  had  occafion  to 
itrike  a  failor,-  who  had  been  inattentive  to  his  duty, 
the   natives    that  were   prefent,   made   an  obfer- 

•  (5.  Forjlar's  Voyage ,  vpl.  ii.  pag^e  19. 
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vation  which  may  give  fome  idea  of  the  form  of 
their  government :  as  foon  as  they  faw  the  circum- 
llance,  they  pointed  it  out  to  one  another,  and 
exclaimed  :  Tape  a-ha't  tc  tina  !  (He  beats  bis  bro- 
ther! J  *'  We  were  well  convinced,  from  other 
"  inftances,"  adds  Mr.  Forster,  "  that  they 
"  knew  the  difference  between  the  commander  and 
''  his  people ;  but  it  appeared,  at  the  fame  t^me^ 
"  that  they  looked  upop  us  all  as  brethren. 
"  The  mofl:  natural  inference  in  my  mind,"  con- 
tinues he,  "  is  that  they  only  applied  to  us,  in  this 
"  cafe,  an  idea,  which  really  exifts  with  regard  to 
"  themfelves.  They  probably  look  on  themfelves 
"  as  one  family,  of  which  the  eldeft-born  is  the 
"  chief  or  king.  As  their  community,"  according 
to  the  fame  obferver,  "  is  not  yet  arrived  at  that 
"  degree  of  civilization  which  the  Taheiteans  en- 
"  joy,  a  difference  of  rank  does  not  take  place 
"  among  them,  and  their  political  conftitution  has 
"  not  acquired  a  fettled  monarchical  form.  The 
"  nature  of  their  country,  which  requires  a  greater 
"  labour  and  culture  than  TAiir.iTiiE,  is  one 
•*  great  caufe  of  this  difference;  for  fince  the 
"  means  of  fubfiftence  are  not  fo  eafily  attained, 
"  the  population  and  the  general  luxury,  cannot 
*'  be  fo  confiderable ;  and  the  people  remain 
"  upon  a  level.  Agreeably  to  this  obfervation,  we 
"  have  found  that  no  particular  honour  or  refped 
"  was  paid  to  their  king  Honoo,  who  vifited  us 
"  on  the  fecond   day  after   our  arrival :  all  his 
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"  pre-eminence    feemed  to  confift  iR  his  drefs, 
**  which  was  more  complete  than  that  of  many  of 
«*  his  people,  who,  by  choice,  or  through  indolence, 
«*  go  naked  in  a  happy  tropical  climate,  where  cloth- 
«  ing  is  not  wanted  *."    This   lad  part  of  Mr. 
FoRSTER*s  opinion  is  confirmed  by  the  account  of 
Surgeon  Roblet,    who  tells  us  that  the  French 
faw  not  any  chief  who  appeared  to  have  authority  j 
but  neither  did  they  perceive  any  thing  that  can 
fupport  the  fuppofition  of  a  government,  in  fome 
meafure,  patriarchal,  of  a  chief  of  a  great  family. 
<«  We  only  obferved,"    fays    Surgeon  Roblet, 
**  that  thofe  who  were  the  mod  attended  to  in 
**  the   multitude,    were  indebted  for  this  advan- 
**  tage  to  a  handfome  perfon,  to   a   remarkable 
**  ftature,  to  a  bodily  ftrength  more  impofing,  to  a 
**  character  more  manly,  to  an  energy  more  de- 
*'  cided,  and,  perhaps,  to  the  greater  number  of 
*'  individuals    of    whom    their    family    (or    the 
aflemblage  which  they  call  their  family)  is  com, 
pofed  :  but  in  all  thefe  fuppofitions,  their  power, 
by  whatever  title  they  obtain  it,  is  ftill  very  li- 
mited, and  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  be  con- 
**  tinuah'*     Grounding    our   opinion   on  that  of 
Surgeon  Roblet,  we  might  imagine  that  he  of 
the  natives  who,  by  violent  means,  caufed  Captain 
Marchanu's  mufket  to  be  reftored,  had  ho  other 
authority  than  that  of  ftrength  j  for,  previoufly  to 
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that  moment,  he  had  not  occafioned  himfelf  to  be 
remarked  by  any  acl  of  power  ;  and,  in  the  fequel, 
no  ad  diflinguiflied  him  as  a  chief:  yet  no  one 
ftood  up  againft  the  right  of  doing  juftice  which 
he  took  upon  himfelf,  and  which  was  likely  to 
call  forth  the  vengeance  of  the  rehuions  and  friends 
of  him  againft  whom  he  had  cxerciled  it  *.  But, 
where  there  are  neither  laws,  nor  chiefs,  ftrength 
is  every  thing,  and  the  weak  obey  the  Ilrong, 

We  are  not  better  informed  as  to  the  religion 
than  as  to  the  government  of  this  people.  During 
the  ftay  which  the  French  made  at  Santa  Chris- 
tina, they  faw  nothing  which  could  make  them 
think  that  its  inhabitants  paid  any  worfhip  to  a  fu- 
preme  being  :  pleafure  is  the  divinity  of  the  coun- 
try ;  no  fuperftition,  no  ceremony,  no  prieft  or 
juggler.     We  fee,  however,  that,  when  in  1595, 

Mendana  difcovered  this  ifland,  there  exifted  at 
La  Madre  de  Dios  a  fort  of  temple,  a  place 
confecrated  to  ceremonies,  either  religious  or  fu- 
neral. Two  centuries,  indeed,  have  elapfed  fmce 
the  voyage  of  the  Spaniards  ;  but  it  would  be  un- 
exampled that  a  people,  who,  in  ancient  times,  had 
pradifed  fome  worfhip,  fhoujd  not  have  preferved 
any  trace  of  it,   or  have  fubftituted  a  new  one  j 

*  This  native  is  the  fame  who  liad  peaceably  conduced 
Surgeon  Roblct  into  the  interior  of  the  iflandi  without  any 
other  fafeguard  for  the  ftranger,  than  the  rcfpedl  with  which 
the  natives  might  be  infpired  by  the  prefence  of  the  former, 
without  any  other  fecurity  than  the  confidence  of  the  latter  in 
the  rights  of  hofpitality. 
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we  mufl  therefore  believe,  either  that  the  Spani- 
ards  were  miftaken  as  to  the  deftination  of  this 
enclofure  refpcded  by  the  natives  of  La  Madre 
DE  Dios,  which  exifted  at  the  period  of  the  dif. 
covery,  or  that,  fince  that  time,  the  inhabitants 
have  tranfported  the  objects  of  their  veneration  into 
fome  part  of  the  ifland,  where  neither  the  Englifh 
nor  the  French  have  penetrated. 

Mod  voyagers  endeavour  to  cflimate  the  popu- 
lation of  the  iflands  which  they  vifit ;  but  this 
eflimation  is  founded  on  data  fo  uncertain,  that  it 
may  be  apprehended  that  it  is  frequently  very 
wide  of  the  truth,  and  almoft  always  exaggerated. 
In  fad,  the  voyager  touches  at  a  part  of  the  coaft 
where  the  difpofition  of  the  lands  affords  a  llielter 
to  (hipping,  commonly  at  a  part  watered  and  fer- 
tilized  by  rivulets ;  and  thefe  advantages  mud 
have  induced  fcvcral  of  the  natives  to  fix  here 
their  abode  :  on  the  other  hand,  the  fight  of  an 
objeft  fo  extraordinary  as  an  European  (hip,  to 
people  who  are  acquainted  only  with  canoes,  and 
the  curiofity  to  fee  men  who  make  their  appear- 
ance for  the  firft  time,  niult  caufe  to  flock  to 
the  port,  which  the  Grangers  have  chofen  for 
their  landing,  and  during  the  flay  that  they  make 
in  it,  a  multitude  of  natives  eager  to  proceed 
thither  from  every  point  of  the  coaft  whence  the 
Ihip  can  be  perceived :  thefe  two  caufes  united 
muft  occafion  the  appearance  of  a  great  popula« 
tion.  But  we  (hould  be  almoft  always  miftaken, 
^.  ■  .    .•  ■  if 
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if  we  wiflied  to  deduce  the  general  population  oi 
an  iiland  from  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  who 
prefent  themfclves  at  the  point  where  the  flrangers 
have  landed  •,    and  we  fliould  not  attain  a   more 
cxaft  rcfult,  were  we  to  ground  our  calculation  on. 
the  extent  of  the  cultivated  fpots  and  the  number 
of  the  plantations   which  offer  themfclves  to  the 
view  :  for,  in  general,  the  middle  of  each  of  thofe 
high  iflands,  fituated  in  the  Great  Ocean  be- 
tween the  tropics,  is  occupied  by  a  chain  of  loliy 
mountains,  which  appear  not  fuf:eptible  of  being 
cultivated,  and  from   which   fterility    mud  drive 
away  the  inhabitants ;   it  is  near  the  bordcr^  of  the 
fea  only  that  agreeable  plains,   fruitful  valiies,  in- 
terfered by  hills  covered  with  wood,  and  by  ferti* 
lizing  rivulets,  invite  man  to  till  a  foil,  which  pro- 
mifes  to  reward  him  for  his  labour,  and  determines 
him  to  fix    his    habitation  in    places    where  his 
fubfiftence    is   fecured ;   the    vicinity   of    the    fea 
affords  him   alfo   an  additional    refourcc  for   in- 
creafing  the  means  of  it  ^  coafts  abounding  with 
fifh,  rocks  where  fhcil-fifli  of  different  kinds  mul- 
tiply and  are  inceliantly  renewed,  furnilh  him,  all 
the  year,  a  varietv  of  aliments,  and  a  ufeful  fupple- 
ment  in  the  fcaion  uhen  the  earth  in  a  (late  of  reft 
ceafes  to  lavilh  on  him  its  bounties. 

In  applying  thefe  obfervations  to  the  Marque- 
sas DE  MEND09A,  one  fingle  ifland  of  which, 
and  on«.  lingle  point  of  that  iiland  only,  have  been 

vifited  by  Europeans,  it  will  be  conceived  how  in- 
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correfl:  muft  be  the  cftimate  of  their  population, 
eftablifhed  on  the  number  of  inhabitants  whom 
voyagers  may  have  feen  aflembled  at  this  fmgle 
point.  George  Forster  has,  however,  at- 
tempted the  calculation  :  and  this  is  the  manner 
in  which  he  prefents  it.  Speaking  of  the  popula- 
tion of  the  group  of  the  M1ND09A  Iflands,  he 
fays  :  "  The  number  of  thefe  good  people  cannot 
**  be  very  confiderable,  on  account  of  the  fmall 
*'  fize  of  the  iflands  which  they  inhabit.  Waih- 
*'  TAHoo,  or  Santa  Christina,  is  about  eight 
**  leagues  in  circuit ;  (feven  only,  according  to 
**  Cook  ;)  6-Heeva-roa,  or  La  Dominica,  fif- 
*'  teen  leagues  ;  o-NaTeyo,  or  San  Pedro,  three 
*«  leagues :  (Hood's  Ifland,  which  was  feen  only 
"  at  a  diftance,  as  many  *)  and  La  Madalena, 
five  leagues,  according  to  the  Spanifh  account 
(fix,  according  to  Cook's  chart  and  according 
*•  to  QuiRos).      The  Ifland  of  Dominica,  the 

"  largefl  'of  the  Marquesas,  is  fo  exceflively 
"  fl:eep  and  craggy  in  many  parts,  that  its  inha- 
"  bitants  cannot  be  fo  numerous  as  thofe  of 
"  Santa  Christina  in  proportion  to  its  fize. 
"  Such  fpots  as  are  fit  for  culture  are  very  po- 
*'  pulous  in  thefe  iflands ;  but  as  they  are  all  very 
**  mountainous,   and  have  many  inacceflible  and 


*  We  know  not  whether  thefe  two  laft-mentioned  iflands  be 
inhabited  ;  they  have  fo  h'ttle  extent  that  it  Is  fcarcely  probable 
that  they  are  ;  only,  if  their  coafts  be  full  of  fifli,  they  itiigKt 
be  occupied  occafionally  by  the  natives  of  the  other  iflands. 


"  barren 
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"  barren  rocks,  it  is  to  be  doubted  whether  the 
"  whole  population  of  this  group  amounts  to 
**  ^/ty  thoufandperions*" 

Whatever  confidence  we  ought  juftly  to  grant 
to  Mr.  Forst£r's  profound  knowledge  and  man- 
ner of  feeing,  I  own  that  this  refult  feems  not  to 
me  to  be  the  confequence  of  the  data  which  have 
led  to  it;  it  appears  to  me  inadmiffible;  and  the 
reafons  on  which  I  ground  my  opinion  for  reje£ting 
it,  feem  to  me  to  be  of  a  weight  that  mull  prevail 
even  over  that  of  an  authority  which  we  never  re- 
fift  but  with  regret  and  repugnance.  Although, 
in  the  number  of  the  canoes  which  furrounded 
the  fhip,  ieveral  came  from  La  Dominica  ;  al- 
though the  natives  of  that  ifland  were  confounded 
on  (hore  with  thofe  of  Santa  Christina  ;  al- 
though the  inhabitants  of  the  bays  to  the  fouth- 
ward  repaired,  for  the  moft  part,  to  that  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios,  when  the  French  landed  there,  it 
appears  from  the  journals  of  Captain  Chanal 
and  Surgeon  Roblet,  who  perfedly  agree  on 
this  point,  that  all  this  concourfe  of  inhabitants 
of  the  well  coaft  of  Santa  Christina  and  of 
the  natives  of  La  Dominica,  mixed  together, 
produced,  at  no  time,  an  aflemblage  in  which 
could  be  reckoned  more  than  five  or  fix  hundred 
individuals  of  both  fexes  and  of  all  ages :  and  it 
mud  be  obferved  that  the  weft  coaft  of  Santa 
Christina  being  fituated  to  leeward  of  the  ifland. 


*  Gtorge  Forjler't  VeyagCf  vol.  ii.  pages  3  3  and  34, 
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it  ought  to  be  more  peopled  than  the  coafl:  lo  wind- 
ward ;  for  it  is  well  known  that,  in  all  the  iflands 
fituated  between  the  tropics,  in  the  region  of  the 
trade-winds,  the  windward  coall,  being  inceflantly 
beaten  by  the  winds  and  the  fea,  invites  not  men, 
part  of  whofe  fubfiftence  is  furnilhed  by  fi(hing,  to 
fettle  there,  and  who  all  devote  themfelves  more 
or  lefs  to  navigation.  It  appears  then  that  it 
would  be  granting  much  to  the  Ifland  of  Santa 
Christina,  to  give  it  a  thoufand  '  habitants  for 
every  league  of  coaft  ;  and  in  all,  f  "•  tr  oufand  ; 
to  fuppofe  fix  thoufand  in  La  Dom  >  ..,  which 
Mr.  FoRSTiiR,,  on  account  of  the  flerility  of  the 
greater  part  of  its  foil,  rightly  prefames  not  likely 
to  prefent  a  population  lb  numerous  as  that  of 
Santa  Christina  j  and  to  admit  fix  thoufand 
for  La  Madalkna,  whole  circuit  is  fix  leagues ; 
the  total  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  three 
large  iflands  might  then  amount  to  nineteen  thou- 
fand individuals,  which  we  might  carry  to  twenfi 
thoufand^  if  we  are  willing  to  grant  a  few  inhabitants 
to  the  fmall  iflands,  San  Pedro  and  Hood's 
Ifland.  This  refult  is  very  wide  of  that  of  ^// 
/Z»w//tf«i/ individuals,  which  Mr.  Forster's  calcu- 
lation attributes  to  them  ;  and  I  would  not  warrant 
that,  if  ever  it  be  poflible  to  procure  data  more 
correft,  might  not  we  difcover  that  the  refult 
.  whith  I  hazard  is  flill  much  exaggerated. 

Captain   Chanal    compiled  a   vocabulary  of 
Santa   Christina,   which  comprehends  a  few 

words 
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words  of  the  language  of  the  natives  of  that 
ifland  * ;  he  has  inferted  in  it  thofe  only  the  real 
fignification  of  which  he  had  an  opportunity  of 
afcertaining ;  and  he  has  written  them  as  a 
F>:enchman  underftands  and  pronounces  them.  I 
cannot,  on  this  occafion,  refrain  from  exprelling 
a  wifh  that  mud,  long  fmce,  have  been  formed 
by  our  navigators ;  this  is,  that  fome  man  of  learn- 
ing, poiTefling  the  Englifh  and  Dutch  languages, 
would  collect  in  the  fame  volume,  the  vocabu- 
laries which  are  found  fcattered  in  the  accounts  of 
'  the  voyages  performed  by  the  navigators  of  thofe 
two  nations,  and  that  he  would  reduce  to  the 
French  orthography  and  pronunciation,  the  founds 
and  articulations  which  each  nation  has  reprefent- 
ed  in  its  way,  and  for  its  own  pronunciation^ 
Mod  of  the  vocabularies  of  the  tribes  which  occupy 
the  iflands  of  the  Great  Ocean,  have  been  pub- 

liflied  by  the  Englifti ;  and  their  manner  of  defcrib- 
ing  founds  differs  fo  much  from  ours,  that  a  French 
navigator  who  wilhes  to  pronounce  in  his  way  the 
words  which  have  been  reprefented  for  the  purpofe 
of  being  pronounced  by  an  Englifhman,  emits 
founds  that  by  no  means  caufe  to  be  recognized  the 
word  of  the  language  in  which  he  wiflies  to  exprefs 
himfelf.  The  fame  thing  mud  happen  to  an 
Englifhman,   if    he  wifli    to  pronounce,    in    his 


*  This  vocabulary  is  to  be  found  at  the  end  of  the  narrativci 
vol.  li. 
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manner,  words  which  have  been  written  to  be  pro- 
nounced by  a  Frenchman :  in  order  that  they  both 
might  make  themfelves  underftood  by  the  natives 
of  a  country,  it  is  therefore  neceflary  that  the 
language  written,  that  is  to  fay,  the  words  which 
they  have  before  them  in  the  vocabulary  of  which 
they  wifh  to  make  ufe,  fliould  be  reprefented  by 
characters,  by  figns,  fo  combined,  as  to  oblige 
them  to  pronounce  emphatically  the  real  founds 
of  the  language  fpoken. 

Surgeon  Roblet,  on  his  part,  has  likewife 
compiled  a  vocabulary  of  the  Mendo^an  words 
that  he  was  able  to  collect ;  mod  of  them  are  the 
fame  as  thofe  which  compofe  the  vocabulary  o£ 
Captain  Chanal  ;  but,  as  thefe  two  obfervers 
do  not  always  write  them  the  fame,  becaufe,  no 
doubt,  they  heard  them  differently,  I  have 
thought  that  it  might  be  ufeful  to  report  the 
two  manners  in  two  different  columns.  To  thefe 
I  have  added  a  third  column,  in  which  will  be 
found  a  few  words  of  the  fame  language,  corre- 
fponding  to  the  fame  words  in  the  vocabularies 
of  the  French,  and  fuch  as  Captain  Cook  has 
given  them  to  be  pronounced  by  an  Englifhman: 
they  are  taken  from  his  Tab/e  of  fpecmem  of 
different  languages  fpoken  in  the  South  Sea  (or 
Great  Ocean),  from  Easter  Island,  iioeji' 
ivard  to  New  Caledonia  *. 


•  Cook's  Second  Voyage^  vol.  il.  page  366. 
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The  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  Santa 

Christina  has  the  greateft  affinity  to  that  of 

the  Society  Iflands,  or  rather  is  the  fame  tongue : 

which  proves  that,  although  the  two  archipelagoes 

are  feparated  by  a  fpace  of  fea  of  two  hundred 

and  fixty  leagues,  and  although  it  is  prefumable 

that  their  canoes  do  not  maintain  between  them  an 

habitual  communication,  the  people  who  inhabit 

them  mud  have  had  a  common  origin  :  a  native  of 

the  Society  Iflands,  who   was  embarked  in  the 

Resolution,  converfed  fluently  with  the  natives 

of  La  Madre  de  Dios;  but  Captain  Cook  fays 

that  the  Englifh,  who  mud,   in    their  vifits   to 

Taheitee,  have  acquired  a  knowledge  of  moft 

of  the  words  fpoken  there,  could  never  fucceed 

in  making    themfelves    underflood    at     Santa 

Christina  *. 

On  examining  the  ninety-five  words  of  the 
language  of  this  ifland  which  Captain  Chanal 
has  collected,  it  is  feen  that,  like  ours,  it  em. 
ploys  five  vowels,  w,  £,  /,  o,  and  u  pronounced 
as  the  oi;  dipthong  is  in  French;  but  theconfo- 
nants,  which  are  only  eight  in  number,  perform 
the  office  of  twelve  of  ours :  ^  or  p,  which  are 
only  the  fame  articulation  more  or  lefs  hard,  and 
are  confounded  to  the  ear: — ^/):— c  hard,  g  hard, 
I  a:  and  ^,  the  four  articulations  of  which  are 
I  not  to  be  diflinguilhed,  and  which  are  all  repre- 
fented  by  a  k,  which,  in  order  to  be  articulated  in 
I  the  Mendogan  manner,  requires  a  fort  of  afpira- 

•  Coo/V  Second  Foya^e,  vol.  i.  page  308, 

VOL.  I.  p  tion. 


.inffiii 


J 10  MAncHAWD*8  voyage;  [Junc  l.jgji 

tion  that  gives  it  a  guttural  found  :—/•—. ji/_ 
N — r— r;  thefe  laft  five  having  each  their  pro. 
per  and  diftinfl  articulation,  as  in  the  languages 
of  Europe.  Could  a  lettered  Chinefe  ever  be  per- 
fuaded  that  with  thirteen  very  fimple  figns,  a  man 
may  exprefs  all  his  thoughts  ? 

The  natives  of  Santa  Christina,  like  feveral 
of  the  tribes  of  the  Great  Ocean,  cannot  ani- 
culate  our  r,  they  make  up  for  this  by  a  fort  of  af- 
piration :  fo,  inftead  of  o-Hiva-roa,  they  pro- 
nounce o-HiVA-HOA  :  is  it  through  afFeftation,  as 
the  favourite  of  Octavius  pronounced  Melculc 
inflead  of  Me  Hcrcule  ?  It  is  more  probable  that 
it  is  the  eifeft  of  the  imperfedion  of  the  organ. 
Our  confonants  z,  5,  x,  make  no  part  of  the 
:irticulations  of  the  language  of  this  illand,  which, 
as  our  readers  may  have  feen,  admits  of  none 
that  is  difficult.  Frequently  a  word  is  preceded  by 
the  vowels  a,  0,  or  £ ;  and  although,  from  the 
manner  in  which  the  word  is  pronounced,  they 
feem  to  be  an  integral  part  of  it,  they  are,  however, 
no  more  than  the  article ;  as  £,  0,  or  rs,  are  ar* 
tides  in  the  language  of  Taheitee. 

Captain  Chanal  obferves  that,  although  the 
language  of  the  Mendo9an8  is  full  of  afpirations, 
and  that,  in  general,  they  fpeak  with  vehemence, 
yet  their  pronunciation  has  a  degree  of  foftnefs. 
In  or^ler  to  catch  it  better,  he  chiefly  confulted  the 
women,  the  found  of  whofe  voicie,  being  clearer 
than  that  of  the  men,  more  eafily  allows  of  dif* 
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tinguifliing  the  fhades  of  atticulatlon ;  thcfe  were 
ihe  beft  teachers  of  language ;  and  the  French 
admired  no  Idfs  their  fagacity  in  comprehending 
queftions,  than  their  corrednefs  in  anfwering 
them.  ■' r^  "    'i'  ■    '"    ■  ^ 

The  details  into  which  I  have  entered  refpefling 
what  we  have  been  able  to  divine  of  the  charafter, 
the  manners,  and  the  cuftoms  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Marqijesas  de  Mendoca,  have  (hewn 
that  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  have  feveral  traits 
of  refeniblance  to  thofe  of  Taheite£  and  the 
other  Society  Iflfs;  and  the  identity  of  language 
would,  no  doubt,  be  fufficient  to  prove  the  iden- 
tity of  origin.  It  may  be  imagined  that  the 
diifimilarities  which,  in  other  refpefls,  exift  be- 
tween the  people  of  thefe  two  archipelagoes* 
depend,  both  on  the  climate  which  muft  differ  in 
proportion  to  the  difference  of  latitudes,  and  per- 
haps ftill  more  on  the  nature  of  the  foil  v/hich,  in 
the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina,  the  only  one 
with  which  we  are  acquainted,  leaves  little  i'pace 
for  culture,  and  precludes  its  inhabitants  from  the 
advantage  of  being  able  to  form  ihofti  extenfive 
plantations  of  mulberry-trees,  on  which  every 
where,  at  Taheitee,  the  eye  repofes  with  plea- 
fure.  The  fertile  plains  which  Ikirt  the  coaft  of 
the  latter  ifland,  procure  it  a  local  advantage  that 
nothing  can  balance  in  the  M£ndo9a  Iflands  f 
land  that  fort  of  coraUdike,  thofe  reefs  which  en- 

|,Sircle  it  on  all  fides,  by   furni(hihg  Ihelter  and 
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food  to  a  multitude  of  (hell-fiih,  add  a  perpe« 
tual  fupplement  to  the  produftions  of  the  earth, 
for  the  fubfidence  of  its  inhabitants.    On  making 
a  general  comparifon  between  the  Illand  of  San- 
ta Christina  and  that  of  Taheitee,  it  is  feen, 
at  firft  fight,  that  there  exift  not  in  the  former, 
the  opulence,  the  luxury, 'the  profufion  of  food, 
the  ftudied  variety  and  vaft  quantity  of  cloth  which 
are  remarked  in  the  principal  iflandof  the  Great 
Equinoctial  Ocean.      The   Taheiteans    have 
many  fuperfluities ;  they  have  made  great  flrides 
towards  civilization,  great  progrefs  not  only  in  the 
ufeful,  but  even  in  the  agreeable  arts.     The  Men- 
do^ans  have  a  refpe^lable  competence,  a  defirable 
degree  of  comfort  in  every  way ;  and  their  difpo* 
iition  inclines  them  not  to  wifh  for  more  than  they 
enjoy  :  without  any  other  wants  than  thofe  which 
Nature  fupplies  with  prodigality,  contented  with 
the  prefent  day  and  not  anxious  about  the  mor* 
row,  divided  between  pleafure  and  idlenefs,  they 
appear  flieltered  from  thofe  political  ftorms  which 
muft   frequently   dillurb  the  government,  partly 
monarchical,  partly  feudal,   which  is  edablifhed 
among  the  Taheiteans.    The  latter  have  loft  in  li* 
berty  what  they  have  acquired  in  civilization ;  one 
part  lives  by  the  labours  of  the  other,  and  this  is 
the  fiatural  and  ordinary  routine  of  great  focieties ; 
they  lead  a  fenfual  life ;  and  hereditary  difeafes  al- 
ready begin  to  punifli  them  for  their  exceffes.    The 
Mendo^ans  have  preferved  their  primitive  liberty  i 
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in  its  full  perfe^Ion ;  and  every  one  lives  through 
himfelf  and  for  himfelf :  the  robuA  health  that 
they  enjoy  is,  no  doubt,  far  preferable  to  that  vo- 
luptuoufnefs  to  which  they  are  yet  flrangers,  and 
with  which  we  mud  wifli  them  never  to  be  acquaint- 
ed. I  conceive  that  an  European  would  for  him* 
fclf  prefer  Taheitee  to  Wahihato  ;  but  a  Men- 
do9an  would  be  much  to  blame  if  he  envied  the  lot 
of  a  Taheitean  :  by  deyiating  more  from  Nature, 

he  would  hsive  little  to  gain,  and,  perhaps,  much 
to  lofe. 
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CHAPTER    III. 


I»» 


From  the  anchorage  in  the  Bay  of  I,a   IMadre  dc 

*  Dios   is   perceived^   io  the   ivc/}  norlh-ive/i  and 

*  north-wcji  by  wcjl^  a  land  which  is  vot  laid  doivn 
,«  <    en  the  hydrographical  chart. — Captain  Marchaml 

Jicers  for  this  land ;  kc  difeovers  a  nciv  gronfi 
of  ijlands  ivhich  forms  but  one  archipelago  iv'ith 
the  Marquefas  de  Mendo(;a. — Dcfcription  of  t))h 
group. —'Particular  dcfcription  of  the  principal 
ijland  and  its  inhabitants. — Conjecture  nfpecling 
other  ijlands  which  mitj}  be  fituated  to  the  "jccji^ 
'jjard  of  this  group.'— The  inhabitants  of  the  So- 
ciety Ijlands,  before  the  modern  navigators  had 
'  penetrated  into  the  Great  Ocean,  had  a  knoiV' 
ledge  of  the  group  of  the  Marquefas  de  Mendo^a, 
and  of  tjje  ijlands  which  Captain  Marchand  d\J- 
covered, — Opinion  concerning  the  cxijicnce  of  aH' 
other  land  to  leeivard  of  thefe  iflands. — Run  from 
the  n^ly-difiwered  ijlands  ia  the   North-weft 

T^EFORE  I  refume  the  continuation  of  Captain 
Marchand*s  voyage,  1  mufl  mention  a  re- 
mark which  was  made  very  foon  after  he  put  into 
the  Bay  of  La  Madrp.  de  Dios,  and  which  led 
hioi  to  the  difcovery  of  a  group  of  iflands  of  which 
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the  ancient  navigators,  and  even  Captain  Cook 
himfelf,  had  no  knowledge. 

Atfun-fet,  OQ  the  14th  of  June,  the  day  when 
die  SoLiDE  anchored  in  the  bay,  in  the  cleared 
weather,  there  was  perceived  on  the  horizon  a 
fixed  fpot,  which  prefented  the  appearance  of  the 
fummit  of  a  lofty  peak,  and,  allowing  for  the  vari* 
ation,  bore,  with  refpeft  to  the  bay,  weft-north, 
weft  and  north-weft  by  weft.  The  next  day,  at 
the  fame  hour,  the  horizon  being  in  like  manner 
free  from  vapours,  and  the  air  perfectly  tranfpa- 
rent,  the  fame  fpot  was  obferved  in  the  fame  di- 
rection as  on  the  preceding  day.  It  could  not  be 
doubted  that  this  fpot  was  land :  and  as  no  chart 
indicates  any  in  this  quarter,  as  no  voyager  makes 
mention  of  any,  it  could  be  only  an  unkngwn 
land;  and  therefore  Captain  Marc  hand  deter- 
mined to  reconnoitre  it.  .       . 

Thus  it  was  that,  in  1436,  the  Portuguefe,  under 
the  direftion  of  Gonzales  Zarco,  beginning  to 
form  an  eftablifliment  in  the  Ifland  of  Porto 
Santo,  the  difcovery  of  which  they  had  made  in 
the  preceding  year,  obferved,  for  feveral  days  fuc- 
ceflively,  a  fpot  refembling  a  fmall  cloud,  which 
appeared  fixed  in  the  horizon.  They  fteered  for 
this  point,  and  difcovered  the  large  ifland,  then 
uninhabited  and  covered  with  wood,  at  this  day 
known  by  the  name  of  Madeira,  or  Woody 
JJIatid.  I  fliall  obferve,  by  the  way,  that  the 
Englifh  pretend  that  the  firft  difcovery  of  this  ifland 
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vras  made  in  1344,  that  is,  nearly  a  century  before 
that  of  the  Portuguefe,  by  a  navigator  of  their 
nation  named  Mac  ham  :  let  us  leave  this  fable, 
laid  on  the  fhelf,  with  a  few  others  in  the  Collcdion 
of  Voyages  by  Richard  Hakluvt  *,  where  it  gra- 
tifies the  vanity  of  the  Englifh,  who  do  not  require 
people  to  believe  it,  nor  do  they  believe  it  them, 
felves.  But  if  they  did  not  make  the  difcovery  of 
this  ifland  to  which  the  excellence  of  its  wines 
has  given  fome  importance,  it  is  certain  at  lead 
that  it  is  to  them  a  fort  of  property,  fmce  they 

carry  on  th6  trade  of  it  almofl  exclufively :  and 
this  advantage,  more  real,  may  indeed  indemnify 
the  Englifli  for  the  lof&  of  the  fleril  honour  of  the 
difcovery. 

We  might  be  furprifed  that  neither  Mendana 
nor  Cook,  who  put  into  the  Bay  of  La  Madke 
DE  Dios,  made  the  fame  obfervation  as  Captain 
Marc  HAND,  if  we  did  not  know,  that,  in  the 
feas  fituat&d  between  the  tropics,  where  the  heat 
is  condant,  it  is  not  ufual  to  have  a  horizon  fufii< 
ciently  free  from  vapours,  to  afford  a  pofTibility  of 
didinguifhing  a  fmall  land  from  a  fmall  cloud,  or 
even  to  perceive  it.  Befides,  the  courfes  which 
thefe  two  navigators  fleered,  on  quitting  the  Bay  of 
La  Madre  de  Dios,  Mendana  weft  by  fouth, 

*  The  principal  Navigations  ^  Voyages  ^  and  Dlfcoveries  of  the 
Engri/h  Nation,  &c.  By  Richard  Hakluyt.  London  1598. 
1600.     Folio,  vol.  ii.  part  z,  page  i. 

and 


791. 

efoTe 
their 
fable, 
kilion 
i  gra- 
equire 
them- 
!tty  oi 
i  wines 
at  lead 
ce  they 
ly ;  and 
demnify 
\xT  of  the 


June  1791']      marchanp*s  voyaob. 


ai7 


lwri«  of  the 
fidoH    1598. 

and 


and  Cook  fouth-weft,  did  not  put  them  in  a  track 
that  could  lead  them  to  the  difcovery  of  a  land, 
the  bearing  of  which,  in  regaru  to  the  fort  whence 
they  took  their  departure,  is  woft»ocrth-wefl:  and 
north'Weft  by  wefl. 

The  fight  of  this  new  ir.nd  recalls  to  mind  a 
faft  mentioned  by  Q^upo")  h\  h's  letter  tc   Go\fir. 
nor  MoRGA  *  :  he  f»y  tha'.  the  inhabiumtis  of  La 
Madre  Dii  Dios  bav-rip  {i)iiceivcc°,in  ihe  admjra)/' 
fhip,  a  negro  v  Ijom  thty  dilUnj^uiihc.d  ^mor.g  tbc 
Spaniards,  gave  (hem  to  under itand,  mat,  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  tVlENDo^A  IHands,  there  were 
countries  inhabited  by  -.nen  of  tnat  ipecics ;  flat 
thefe  negroes  were  their  enemies  ;  thrit,  iu  bacile, 
they  made  ufe  of  the  bow  and  arrow ;  av/d  tha^  the 
large  canoes  which  wtie  Toeii  in  th  j  harbour  of 
La  Madre  te  Dios  were-  intended  for  invading 
that  nation.     Quiros  adds  that  this  acwunt  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Santa  Cnu.sTmA  appeared 
to  him  to  merit  no  belief;  and  th?  veffels,  which 
they  call  their  large  ':.'inof?b,   lermed  to  him  little 
calculated  for  kveping  the  fea,  a^id  ftill  lefs  for  be- 
ing employed  in  lori;^  voyages  and  warlike  expedi- 
tions.   The  difficulty  of  reciprocally  underftand- 
ii-r  each  other  did  not  permit  Quiros  to  procure 
more  ample  information ;   but  the  reafons  which 
determined  him  to  reject  as  fabulous  the  account  of 
the  natives  of  Santa  Christina  cannot  appear 
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to  US  decifive,  at  this  day  when  we  are  certain 
that  the  natives  of  the  Society  Ifles  communi- 
cate in  their  canoes  with  iflands  which  are  two  or 
three  hundred  leagues  diftant  from  their  archipe- 
lago. It  is  nor,  however,  that,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  Mendo^a  Iflands,  I  think  we  Ihould  ad- 
mit the  exifl:ence  of  fome  lands  inhabited  by  ne- 
groes J  for,  as  yet  there  has  not  been  found  in  the 
iflands  fituated  under  the  meridians  in  the  vicinity 
of  that  of  the  Marquesas  de  MEND09A,  any  in- 
dividual  belonging  to  that  race  of  menj  but  I 
obftive  that,  between  the  track  of  Cook,  who, 
in  coming  from  the  eaflward,  followed  parallels 
^hich  differ  little  from  that  of  the  Marquesas, 
and  Commodore  Byron's  track,  in  1765,  which 
paffes  about  a  hundred  leagues  to  the  fouthward 
of  thofe  iflands,  there  remains  a  fpace  which  is 
not  croHed  by  the  track  of  any  known  navigator ; 
and  it  may  probably  happen  that,  in  this  extent 
of  fea,  there  may  exift  fome  iflands  which  have 
not  yet  been  difcovered  ;  but,  admitting  the  pofli- 
bility  of  their  exiftence,  I  would  not  alfo  admit  that 
they  are  ir^habited  by  negroes;  it  might  happen 
merely  that  their  inhabitants  were  much  blacker 
than  thofe  of  the  Mi.ndo^a  Iflands,  called  '■MbiU 
men  by  our  voyagers,  and  that  the  Mendocans 
may  have  been  flruck  with  this  difference  of  colour 
compared  to  theirs,  as  they  muft  have  been  with 
that  of  the  Europeans,  even  with  that  of  the  Spa- 
niards   of    Peru,  who,   although   lefs  white,  in 
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general,  than  mod  Europeans,  mufl:  be  called 
ivhitc  men  by  the  whites  themfelves,  of  the  fpe- 
cies  of  thofe  who  inhabit  the  iflandsof  the  Great 
Ocean.  '   —       ,  ^  .  .  ..   , 

On  the  20th  of  June  at  midnight,  Captain  Mar- 
cHAND  fet  fail  from  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de 
Digs,  and  fleered  according  to  the  bearing  which 
he  had  taken,  and  which  indicated  to  him  the  po« 
iiuon  of  a  land  at  no  great '  diftance  from  the 
group  of  the  Marquesas  de  MEND09A. 

The  next  morning,  at  break  of  day,  he  had  the 
fatisfaftion  of  difco\  cring  to  the  north-weft  7*  weft, 
a  high  land,  towards  which  he  crowded  fail,  in 
order   to  reconnoitre  it :    and,  at  half  paft  ten 
ydock  in  the  forenoon,  he   was  no  more  than 
four  miles  from  the  moft  fouthern  point  *.     At 
the  fame  moment,  fome  hillocks  which   (hewed 
themfelves  like  iflots,   bore  north  4  or  50  eaft  j 
but  it  was  prefumed  that  thefe  were  connefted  to 
each  other  and  to  the  body  of  the  ifland,  by  low 
lands  which  the  diftance  did  not  allow  of  difco- 
vering:    and,  from  thefe  diiferent  remarks,  our 
voyagers  thought  themfelves  juftiiied  m  the  opi- 
nion that  the  low  lands  which  they  fuppofed  to  exift, 
and  the  hillocks  which  they  faw,  formed  together 
the  nonh-eaft  part  of  the  great  land. '  The  officers 
of  the  SoLiD£,  by  acclamation,  gave  to  the  diC- 
covered   ifland  the   name   of  Ile   Marchano 
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*  See  the  chart  of  thefe  iflands,   conftruAed  by  Captain 
Chaml,  Piatt  iii.  No.  I. 
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(Marchand's  Ifland).  To  the  fouthward  of 
the  fuppofed  low  lands,  appeared  a  large  bight, 
which  terminated  at  a  high  and  projefting  point 
of  the  eaft  coaft  of  the  great  land  :  at  a  little  dif- 
tance,  to  the  eaftward  of  this  point,  was  an  iflot 
in  the  form  of  a  fugar-loaf ;  and,  to  the  fouth-fouth- 
weft  ot  the  latter,  a  fmaller  ifland,  which  feemed 
to  be  only  a  rock :  the  former  was  named  the 
Peak.  An  ifland  of  middling  height,  level,  and 
clothed  with  verdure,  whofe  circuit  may  be  two 
marine  miles,  lies  fouth-eafl  and  north-wefl  from 
the  moft  fouthern  point  of  the  eaft  coaft  of  the 
large  ifland  j  its  form  occafioned  it  to  be  given 
the  name  of  Ile  Plate  (Flat  Ifland) :  the 
channel  which  feparat(s  it  from  Marchand's 
Ifland  is  not  above  half  a  league  in  width ;  and 
it  appeared  to  make  a  part  of  the  large  ifland, 
when  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  latter  bore 
north-weft  4  or  5"  north  :  they  were  feen  detached 
only  when  Flat  Ifland  bore  north  4  or  5"  eaft.  h 
fleering  north-weft,  in  order  to  reconnoitre  more 
clofely  the  fouth-weft  coaft  of  Marchand's 
Ifland,  there  was  diftinguiftied  near  the  fouth 
point,  a  rock  almoft  white,  whofe  form  is  that 
of  an  obeliflc :  it  received  that  name ;  and  the 
point  was  called  Pqinte  de  l*Obelisque  (Obe- 
lisk Point).  In  failing  from  this  point  to  the 
moil  weftern  point  that  was  in  fight,  the  coaft,  for 
an  extent  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  or  three 
leagues,  runs  to  the  north-weft  4  or  5°  north. 

About 
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About  half  an  hour  before  noon,  the  fouthern 
extremity  of  Flat  Ifland  bore,  in  one  with  Obe- 
lisk Point,  fouth-eaft  by  eaft;  and,  from  this 
pofltion,  Obelisk  Rock  appeared  to  be  detached 
from  Marchand*s  Ifland,  and  feparated  from 
the  large  ifland  by  a  very  narrow  channel,  flrewn 
with  rocks  even  with  the  water's  edge. 

The  fouth-wefl:  part  of  the  great  ifland,  along 
which  the  Solide  ranged  at  the  diftance  of  half 
league,  prefents  fome  fmall  fandy  bays,  on  the 
Ikirts  of  which,  among  plantain  and  bread-fruit 
trees,  cocoa-palms,  and  other  large  trees,  were 
perceived  fome  fcattered  huts,  from  which  the  in- 
habitants iflTued  in  order  to  run  to  the  fiiore  and 
contemplate  the  fliip.  The  afpeft  of  this  ifland, 
in  this  part,  is  as  agreeable  as  it  is  varied.  Hills, 
the  gentle  flopes  and  the  fummits  of  which  are 
covered  by  lively  verdure ;  vallies  fliaded  by  di- 
vejffified  plantations ;  feveral  rivulets  which  were 
diftinguiftied  from  the  fliip,  and  which  reft:ore  to 
the  land,  dried  up  by  the  parching  rays  of  the  fun, 
the  coolnefs  and  humidity  neceiTary  for  the  repro- 
duftion  of  plants  ;  lafl:ly,  a  beautiful  cafcade, 
whofe  foaming  waters  precipitate  themfelves  into 
a  valley :  all  thefe  objeds,  united  in  a  fmall  fpace, 
alternately  attracted  and  agreeably  fixed  the  eye. 
Son^c  high  mountains,  the  fummits  of  which  are 
arid  and  broken,  and  which  mufl  rcfufe  every 
kind  of  culture,  occupy  the  centre  of  the  ifland  ; 
but  thefe  mountains  ceafe  to  appear  lofty,   when 
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the  view  is  direfted  to  fome  peaks  of  naked  and 
inacceffible  rocks,  whofe  fharp  fpires  feem  to  be- 
long to  fteeples. 

Continuing  to  range  along  the  weft  coaft  of  the 
illand.  Captain  Marchand  perceived,  at  noon, 
a  fecond  point  in  a  line  with  the  firft,  which,  till 
then,  had  ferved  as  a  point  of  direftion.  He 
prefently  difcovered,  between  thefe  two  points  a 
deep  opening,  which  feemed  to  promife  a  fafe  and 
convenient  flielter.  Captain  Masse,  fecond  in 
command  on  board  the  Solide,  was  difpatched 
with  two  officers  and  a  detachment  of  ten  men  to 
reconnoitre  the  anchorage ;  and  the  (hip  ftood  off 
and  on  abreaft  of  this  bight,  waiting  for  the  boat's 
return.  In  the  mean  f'me,  a  canoe  with  three 
iflanders  approached  the  fhip  j  one  of  them  ven- 
tured to  afcend  into  the  chains ;  he  appeared  to 
waver  between  fear  and  confidence ;  Captain  Mar- 
chand made  him  fome  prefents,  which  he  feemed 
to  receive  with  an  air  of  indifference  j  but  he  could 
riot  be  prevailed  on  to  come  into  the  (hip :  on  a 
movement  made  by  the  failors  in  the  execution  of 
a  mancEUvre,  his  fright  was  fo  great  that  he  threw 
himielf  into  his  canoe  and  paddled  away  from 
the  vefTel.  In  the  afternoon,  other  canoes  ap- 
proached the  (liip,  and  two  iflanders  cime  on 
board  without  any  hefitation:  they  examined 
every  thing  with  attention,  and  expreffed  their 
furprife  by  fits  of  laughter.  One  of  them  ventured 
to  go  all  over  the  fliip,  and  whatever  he  faw  ap- 
peared 
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peared  to  pleafe  him.  At  the  fight  of  the  hogs 
and  fowls,  he  gave  them  the  fame  names  by 
which  they  are  called  by  the  natives  of  the  Men- 
ho9A  Iflands ;  but  it  was  thought  that  the  nails, 
the  knives,  and  the  other  trifles  which  were 
offered  to  him  were  objefls  abfolutely  new  to  him ; 
and  thence  it  may  be  conjeftured  that  the  two 
groups,  although  little  diftant  from  each  other j 
have  no  habitual  communication.  Among  other 
prefents  that  were  made  him,  a  looking-glafs 
in  which  he  faw  his  face,  made  him  bur  ft  into 
laughter.  His  companion  feemed  ftupid ;  he 
would  never  quit  the  firft  place  where  he  had  fat 
down  on  entering  the  fhip.  Thefe  iflanders  ap- 
peared well-difpofed,  confident,  and  grateful :  in 
exchange  for  the  prefents  which  had  been  made 
them,  they  offered  and  gave  moft  cordially  their 
whole  ftock,  which  confifted  of  two  -caps  made 
of  cocks*  feathers,  very  dirty,  and  a  fifli-hook  of 
mother-of-pearl ;  but  the  gifts  of  friendfliip  are 
not  calculated  j   fentiment  conftitutes  their  value. 

The  SoLiDF.*s  boat  returned  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
afternoon.  It  appcardd,  by  Captain  MAsse's  re- 
port, that  the  bight  which  he  had  vifited,  con- 
tains two  coves ;  the  one,  fituated  in  the  northern 
part,  that  is,  at  the  head  of  the  bayj  and  the 
other,  to  the  eaftward,  on  entering ;  but  neither 
appeared  fit  for  receiving  a  fhip.  A  pretty  ri- 
vulet, the  banks  of  which  are  covered  with 
water crefles,  difcharges  itfelf  into  the  latter  cove, 
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where  are  feen  two  fprings  of  running  water :  the 
fwell  there  is  fcarcely  perceptible ;  landing  is  con- 
venient, and  a  boat  might  find  every  facility  in 
providing  herfelf  with  water.  The  houfes  are 
fcattered,  and  intermixed,  as  at  Santa  Christina 
with  agreeable  thickets,  which  defend  them  from 
the  burning  heat  of  the  fun,  and  in  which  were  re- 
cognifed  the  fame  fpecies  of  trees  as  had  been  feen 
in  the  M£ndo9A  Iflands.  Neither  habitations  nor 
inhabitants  were  perceived  in  the  north  cove  ^  but 
in  that  to  the  eailward,  for  which  the  boat  fleered, 
about  a  hundred  and  fifty  natives  of  both  fexes 
were  aifembled  on  the  fliore,  and  manifeded  as 
much  eagernefs  as  curiofity.  He  who  appeared 
to  be  the  chief  of  the  diftrift  put  oflf  in  a  canoe, 
and  came  to  meet  the  ftrangers  in  order  to  welcome 
them ;  he  was  feated  on  a  fort  of  bench  ere£led 
in  the  bow  of  the  canoe.  Some  prefents  were 
made  to  him ;  and,  in  return,  he  offered  cocoa- 
nuts,  fifh,  and  a  pearl-oyfler  fhell,  perfedly  po- 
lifhed.  Tliie  ftrangers,  on  coming  on  (hore,  were 
received  with  every  demonftration  of  joy  and  good- 
will. 

It  was  not  poiHble  that,  in  a  vifit  and  an  infpec- 
tion  of  a  few  hours.  Captain  Masse  could  acquire 
of  the  country  and  of  the  fort  of  men  who  inhabit 
ii',  a  knowledge  which  might  fuffice  for  fixing  an 
opinion  concerning  either  the  one  or  the  other ; 
we  can  know  no  more  of  them  than  what  a  rapid 
glance  permitted  him  to  catch.    It  muft,  however, 

be 
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be  admitted  that  the  man  of  nature,  who  (hews 
hitnfelf  at  firft  what  he  is,  may  be  better  known  in  a 
fingle  vifit,  than  would  be,  after  a  long  inter- 
courfe,  the  civilized  man,  who  has  made  for 
himfelf  a .  countenance,  a  malk,  and  whom  civiliz- 
ation has,  by  long  habit,  taught  to  diffemble 
vice,  and  feign  virtue.  ■  ••  '    • 

The  natives  of  Marchand's  Ifland  are  of  the 
fame  colour  as   thofe  of    the  Marquesas    de 
MEND09A  i  and  every  thing  indicates  that  they  are 
of  the  fame  origin :  their  drefs  is  fimilar,  that  of 
nature  without  any  addition ;    but  the  cuftom  of 
imprinting  on  their  body  various  whimfical  figures, 
is  not  fo  general  as   in  the  iflands  difcovered  by 
Mend  AN  A ;   a   very  fmall  number  of  them  ap- 
pear   to  be  tattooed  ;   their  ornaments   are    the 
fame  j   but  of  thefe  they  wear  not  many  ;   among 
them  all  they  poflTeffed  only  a  few,  of  which  they 
ftripped  themfelves  to  give  to  the  ftrangers  who 
vifited  them :  their  arms  are  the  fame,  the  lance 
and  the  javelin.     They  appeared  lefs  lively,  lefs 
intelligent  than  the  natives  of  Santa  Christi- 
na :   their  ftature  is  perhaps  as   tall ;    but  their 
bodies  prefent    not   that    perfed    enfemble^  thofe 
beautiful  forms  of  the  antique,  which  attraft  ad- 
miration in   the  Mendo^ans ;  neither    have  they 
that  warlike  air  which  befpeaks  a  proud  and  in- 
dependent charafter.      In  thofe  who  had  come 
on  board,  there  was  remarked   lefs  dexterity  in 
managing  their  canoes,  which,  however,  are  of  a 
VOL.1.  Q.  con- 
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conftruftion  fimllar  to  that  of  the  canoes  of 
Santa  Christina.  In  the  interview  that  took 
place  with  them  on  fhore,  the  French  had  reafon 
to  be  well  fatisfied  with  their  peaceable  and 
friendly  behaviour  :  different,  in  this  refpedt,  from 
all  the  tribes  of  the  Great  Ocean,  they  mani- 
fefted  no  inclination  to  theft ;  they  did  not  even 
take  the  liberty  of  making  a  requeft,  and  feemed 
to  deny  thcmfelves  even  a  wifh. 

The  women  of  this  ifland,  as  to  charm  of 
figure,  elegance  of  flature,  and  other  natural  al- 
lurements, are  by  no  means  inferior  to  thofe  of 
the  MEND09A  Iflands ;  but  the  fweet  baflifulnefs 
of  innocence  gives  an  additional  attraftion  to  their 
beauty :  decency  reigns  in  their  drefs,  which  is 
compofed  of  cloth  made  of  the  bark  of  the  nwrus 
pa/>yrifera,  and  fabricated  with  their  own  hands 
in  the  manner  of  the  Taheitee  cloths,  though 
without  having  their  finenefs.  They  feemed  not 
to  avoid,,  but  to  dread  the  prefence  of  the 
llrangers  :  and  although  their  looks  fixed  on  them, 
and  their  outftretched  neck,  revealed  the  impa< 
tience  of  curiofity  which  endeavours  to  have  a 
nearer  view  without  approaching,  the  diftance 
which  they  left  between  the  French  and  thcm- 
felves, proved  rheir  referve  j  and  it  might  be  ima» 
gined  that  this  diftance  would  never  have  been 
paffed,  had  not  fome  officious  old  men  gone  and 
taken  by  the  hand  the  youngcft  among  them,  in 
order  to  offer  them  as  a  homage  to  their  guefls, 

as 
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as  we  offer  a  feat  to  him  who  pays  us  a  vifit.  But, 
very  far  from  the  (hamelefliiefs  and  effrontery  of 
the  Mendo9a  women,  thofe  who  had  obtained  a 
preference  which  they  feemed  to  dread,  approached 
only  with  repugnance,  and  even  trembling  ;  every  . 
thing  announced  that  it  was  on  their  part  an 
aft  of  fubmiffion:  like  the  innocent  vidim  which 

the  prieft  drags  to  the  altar 

I  forbear  to  proceed.  Thus,  then,  old  age  confiders 
it  an  honour  to  proftitute  youth  and  graces !   Thus 
this  cuftom,  common  to  fo  many  people,  and  fo 
revolting  in  our  manners,  is  here  regarded  as  a 
duty  fo  important,  fo  facred,  that  the  care  of  its 
accomplifhment  can  be  intruded  only  to  the  fages 
of  the  nation !    If  we  pafs,   in  thought,  from  one 
part  of  the  earth  to  another,  we  fhall  difcover,  at 
every  ftep,  that  the  moral  man  offers  to  the  medi- 
tation of  the  philofopher  differences  more  ftriking 
than  thofe  which  he  obferves  in  the  phyfical  man  : 
in  the  latter,  the  difference  the  moft  charaflerifed 
is  that  of  the  white  from   the  black,  of  the  in- 
habitant of  Scandinavia  from  the  negro  of  Se- 
negal ;  but  this  tranfition  in  the  fpecies  is  not 
fudden  ;  and  if  we  travel  over  the  known  countries 
of  the  globe,  we  (hall  pafs  from  one  colour  to  an- 
other by  imperceptible  (hades  :   it  is  otherwife  with 
the  moral  man :  can  there,  for  inflance,  be  found 
intermediate  (hades  between  the  conjugal  fidelity 
impofed  by  our  manners,  and  the   proffitution 

honoured  among  the  tribes  diffeminated  over  the 
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Great  Ocean  ?  There  are  then  virtues  and 
vices,  as  there  is  a  beauty  and  a  deformity,  of 
locality  and  opinion :  change  latitude,  deformity 
changes  into  beauty ;  vice  is  changed  into 
virtue  *. 

Captain  Marc  hand  impofcd  on  the  bay  wlicrc 

the  French  had  been  fo  amicably  received,  the 
name  of  Baie  du  Bon  Accueil  (WELcoMr. 
Bay). 

The  difcovery  which  he  hadjuft  made  of  a  land 
till  then  unknown,  required  that  he  (hould  navl- 
gate  wiih  prudence  during  the  night,  in  a  fea  which 
no  navigator  had  eroded  ;  befides,  he  intended  to 
reconnoitre  the  north-weft  coaft  of  Marchand's 
Illand  J  and,  in  order  not  to  increafe  his  diftance 
from  it,  he  flood  olF  and  on,  with  variable  winds, 
from  eait  to  eaft-noith-eaft,  attended  by  frequent 
fqualls. 

On  the  2 2d,  at  dawn  of  day,  he  flood  on  to 
double  the  northern  point  of  Welcome  Bay  :  at 
feven  o'clock,  it  bore  north-eafl  4  or  5®  eafl ;  and 
he,  at  the  fame  time,  fet  two  other  points  in  one, 

or  in  a  line  with  each  other,  in  the  fame  diredion 
as  the  firfl.  Continuing  to  fland  to  the  north- 
ward, he  difcovered,  nearly  in  the  eafl,  beyond 
the  before- mentioned  points,  fummits  of  land  de- 


*  I  do  not  fay  tliat  it  is  right  tliat  this  is  fo  ;  but  I  fay  that 
faft3  feem  to  prove  that  this  is :  I  have  not  undertaken  to 
paint  men  as  they  ought  to  be>  but  as  they  are  ;  I  am  writing 
hiftory ;   I  am  not  making  a  Trealife  on  morality. 
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tached  from  each  other,  and  prefenting  the  ap- 
pearance of  a  continuation  of  iflots  :  the  diftance 
did  not  allow  of  diftinguifhing  whether  thefe  fum- 
mits,  which  appeared  to  be  iflots,  were  not  rather 
hillocks,  belonging  to  the  extreme  lands  of  Mar- 
chand's Ifland  }  but,  from  various  combinations 
of  bearings,  he  was  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
thefe  hillocks  were  the  (iime  which,  on  recon- 
noitring the  ifland  on  the  eaft  fide,  he  had  pre- 
fumed  mud  be  conneded  with  each  other  by  low 
lands,  and  form  the  north-eafl:  part  of  Mar- 
chand's Ifland  ;  no  land  appeared  to  the  north- 
ward beyond  thefe  outer  fummits.  A  more  parti- 
cular examination  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  would 
have  required  him  to  employ  a  great  deal  of  time 
in  working  to  windward ;  and  he  thought  him- 
felf  fufllciently  informed  not  to  doubt  that  the 
iiland  was  terminated,  towards  the  eafl:,  at  the 
iiioft  remote  fumiuit  that  was  difcovered  on  that 
fide. 

From  the  moment  when  the  Solide  had  doubled 
the  north  point  of  Welcome  Bay,  the  mofl: 
wcRern  of  the  wefl:  coaft.  Captain  Ma kc hand 
clearly  perceived,  at  the  diftance  of  about  nine 
lea;;ues,  a  fecond  ifland,  which  prefented  itfelf 
under  an  angle  of  about  1 1%  between  the  north 
half  weft,  and  the  north-north-weft  half  north. 
At  the  fame  time,  he  thought  he  faw,  at  a  greater 
dlilauce  to  leeward,  other  lands,  which  bore  weft 
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and  wed-fouth-wcfl ;  and  this   appearance  varied 
not  during  the  uliole  forenoon. 

But  before  he  (lood  on  to  reconnoitre  the  land 
which  made  its  appearance  to  the  northward,  he 
wiflied  to  go  on  ihorc  on  the  north  weft  coaft  of 
Marchand's  Ifland,  in  order  to  dcpofit  there  a 
monument  which  might  confirm  the  difcovery  of 
the  French,  and  their  aft  of  taking  polTefllon.  'I'he 
boat  was  manned  and  armed  for  carrying  thither 
Captain  Marchanu,  who  was  accompanied  by 
Captain  Chanal. 

The  fhip  kept  ftanding  ofF  and  on  at  a  finall 
diftance  from  the  land.  Her  latitude,  at  noon,  by 
obfervation,  was  9*  21',  and  that  which  was  in< 
dickted  by  account  fmce  her  departure  from  La 
Madrc  de  Dios,  agreed  with  it  perfedly  :  the  Ion- 
gitude  of  the  (hip,  at  the  fame  period,  deduced 
from  that  which  had  been  determined  in  the  morn, 
ing  by  feveral  obfervations  of  diftances  of  the  fun 
and  moon,  was  142°  27'*,  and  that  which  was 
given  by  the  dead  reckoning,  deduced  from  the 
longitude  of  the  harbour  of  La  Maore  de 
Dios,  diiFered  from  it  only  by  3  minutes  in  excels. 
This  agreement  between  the  refult  ©f  the  reckon' 
ing,  and  that  of  the  obfervation,  proves  that  the 
currents  had  not  afted  in  any  diredion,  and  that 
thefe  determinations  may  be  employed  for  fixing, 
in  a  fatisfaftory  manner,  the  geographical  pofition 
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of  Marchand's  Ifland  in  regard  to  Las  Mar- 
(iliKSAS  DK  MEND09A,  by  making  ufe  of  the  bear- 
ings taken  in  the  morning  and  at  noon,  the  periods 
of  the  obfervations  which  ferved  to  determine  the 
longitude  and  latitude  of  the  fhip  *. 

It  was  not  till  after  (he  had  ftruggled  for  fcve- 
ral  hours,  by  dint  of  rowing,  againft   a  tolerably 
heavy  lea,  and  againfl  ftrong  fqualis  which  came  off 
the  land,  that   the  boat  fucceedcd  in  reaching  a 
cove    on   the    norih-vvcft  coaft,    fituated   to  the 
northward  and  within  a  little  diflance  of  the  north 
point  of  Welcome  Bay.      Captain  Marchand 
and   his   party  went  on  fliore    on  a  platform  of 
rocks,  feparated  from  the  coaft  by  a  fmall  arm  of 
the  fea.     The  natives,  who  had  aflembled  on  the 
Ihore  to  the  number  of  about  two  hundred,  and 
among  whom  were  obferved  feveral  women,  haft- 
cncd  to  meet  the  ftrangcrs,    and  took  them  on 
tlicir   (liouldcrs,    in   order  to  carry  them  acrofs 
the  channel.     The  vifiters  were  received  as  they 
hiidbecnin  WiiLCoMK  Bay.     The  iflanders  broke 
out  into  the  fame  tranfports  of  joy.     The  chief, 
with  whom  the  French  had  fo  much  reafon  to  be 
well  fatislicd  on  the  preceding  day,  was  at  the  head 
of  the  natives  collected  at   the  place  where  they 
landed  ;   and,  as  they  perceived  in  this  quarter  no 
hibitation,  they  prefumed  that  this  chief  and  thofe 
who  accompanied  him,  inhabit  the  (kirts  of  the 
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former  bay  and  the  neighbouring  coves,  whence 
curiofity  had  attracted  them  to  that  where  the 
French  now  were.  This  latter  bay,  deftitute  of 
verdure,  exhibits,  throughout,  only  a  barren  foil, 
which  could  not  invite  the  natives  to  fix  here  their 
abode  :  it  would,  however,  furnifh  wood  for  fuel ; 
and  here  was  remarked  a  fmall  rivulet  or  ra- 
vine, which  might,  efpecially  in  a  rainy  feafon, 
be  fufficiejit  for  the  fupply  of  a  ihip,  if  a  heavj 
fwell  which  breaks  on  the  large  ftones  that  Ikirt  the 
beach,  did  not  render  landing  impracticable  for 
long-boats.  As  far  as  an  opinion  could  be  formed 
of  it  by  the  eye,  all  this  north-weft  fide  of  the 
ifland,  although  well-wooded,  is  noi  fo  fertile  as  the 
fouth-weft  coaft  ;  the  declivity  of  the  hills  is  more 
rugged,  and  its  afped  is  lefs  agreeable. 

The  natives  crowded  round  the  ftrangers,  but 
without  confufion,  without  being  importunate, 
without  making  themfelves  troublefome ;  they 
feemed  to  have  no  other  objeft  than  to  obtain  a 
nearer  view  pf  them.  Captain  Marchand  and  his 
party  diftributed  to  them  various  trifles,  fuch  as 
nails,  looking-glafles,  knives,  fifli-hooks,  and  co- 
loured glafs-beads  :  and  it  is  needlefs  to  mention 
that,  in  thedilhibutlon  of  theprefents,  the  modcft 
virgins  were  not  forgotten.  They  received  in  ex- 
change, from  thefe  inoftenfive  iflanders,  and  from 
their  chief  in  particular,  a  lance,  a  dart  or  javelin, 

two  fans  made  of  feathers,  and  two  large  pearl- 
oyfter  fliells, 

Sincq 
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Since  navigation  has  made  known,  to  Europeans, 
parts  of  the  terreftrial  globe  of  which  the  ancients 
did  not  fufpeft  the  exiftence,  they  have  perfuaded 
themfelves  that  rhc  vvhole  world  belongs  to  them ; 
and  that  the  lands  which  they  happen  to  difcover, 
are  portions  of  their  univerfal  domain  which  Na- 
ture was  to  blame  to  alienate,  and  which  ought 
to  return  under  their  domination  :  too  happy  ftill 
are  the  primitive  poffeflbrs  of  the  difcovered 
countries,  if  the  ufurper,  in  order  to  eftablifh  the 
rights  of  fovereignty,  has  not  recri,rfe  to  that 
thundering  weapon,  invented  in  our  Europe,  with 
which   the  ancients  were  fo  fortunate  as  not  to 

be  acquainted,  and  which,  in  the  fpace  of  a  cen- 
tury, fo  fhort  when  it  is  compared  to  the  duration 
of  the  world,  has  deftroyed,  or  fubmitted  to  a  few 
men,  half  of  the  human  fpecies.  Captain  Mar- 
CHAND,  following  the  example  of  his  numerous 
predeceflbrs,  thought  it  incumbent  on  him  to  take 
poffeflion,  in  the  name  of  the  French  nation,  of 
the  ifland  of  "'^hich  he  had  recently  made  the  dif- 
covery,  a  poffeflion  which  involved  as  a  right,  ac. 
cording  to  the  rectived  opinion,  that  of  the  other 
iflands  which  he  might  difcover  in  the  fame  quar. 
ter.  This  ceremony,  which  would  be  only  ridicu- 
lous from  its  inutility,  if  it  were  not  contrary  to 
the  law  of  nature  and  of  nations,  was  performed 
by  faftening  with  four  nails,  againft  the  trunk  of  a  • 
large  tree,  an  infcription  containing  the  name  of 
the  ihip  and  of  the  captain,  and  the  a£t  of  taking 
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pofleffion  of  the  ifland  by  tlio  French.  The  natives 
who  obferved  with  the  attention  of  curiofity,  all 
that  was  doing  by  the  Grangers,  the  objecl  of 
their  admiration,  certainly  did  not  fufpcft  that  the 
latter  were  foleinnly  taking  poifeflion  of  the  land 
where  the  bones  of  their  forefathers  repofed,  and 
were  giving  ihcni  a  mafter  in  a  heuiifpherc  which 
neither  they  nor  their  anceftors  ever  heard  of. 
But  though  the  peace:; ble  difpofition  of  thefe 
iflanders  might  allord  the  hope  that  they  v.'ould 
refped  this  monument,  which,  however,  was  to 
laft  no  longer  than  till  tho  rull  fliould  confume 
the  nails,  or  time  or  men  throw  down  the  obe- 
lilk,  it  was  thought  that  prudence  commanded, 
for  greater  fafety,  and  ad pcrpetiiam  rci  memoriam^ 
the  infcription  to  be  written  on  three  Iheets  of 
paper,  which  were  rolled  up  feparately  and  put 
into  three  glafs  bottles,  corked  and  fealed  :  one 
was  depofited  in  the  hands  of  the  venerable  chief  of 
the  diftrid  ;  the  fecond  was  delivered  to  a  man  of 
a  certain  »age;  ai.d  the  third  was  intruded  to  the 
cuftody  of  a  young  girl :  three  generations  fcarcely 
feemed  fufficient  to  anfwer  for  fo  valuable  a  depofu. 
Of  all  the  prefents  that  were  made  to  the  inhabit- 
ants  of  the  country  which  had  juft  been  united  to 
France,  the  bottles  were  thofe  which  they  received 
with  moil  pleafure,  and  to  which,  without  fuf- 
peding  that  they  contained  the  acl  of  their  union  to 
an  empire  of  Europe,  they  appeared  to  attach 
the  greatefl  value.    From  this  difpofition  on  their 
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fide,  no  doubt  was  entertained  of  their  preferving 
them  carefully,  and  their  yifiters  were  convinced 
that  a  conqueft  in  bottles  is  fecure  againft  every 
event.  Would  it  not  be  fuppofed  that  the  French 
wifhed  to  have  it  underftood  by  all  the  navigators 
who  thus  conquered  the  world  poji-hajley  that  an 
act  of  taking  pofleilion,  if  performed  in  the  ftyle  of 

theirs,  has  all  the  fragility  of  the  glafs  which  is  lo 
prote*^  its  title  from  the  injury  of  ages  ? 

As  foon  as  this  awful  ceremony  was  concluded, 
the  north-weft  bay  of  Marchand's  llland  was 
proclaimed  La  Baie  de  Possession  (Possession 
Bay),  without  any  oppofition  or  remonftrance  on 
the  part  of  the  ancient  proprietors ;  and  their 
filence  muft,  forfooth,  be  interpreted  as  a  tacit 
affent. 

The  aftonifliment  of  the  natives  of  this  ifland  at 
the  fight  of  Europeans  and  European  commodi- 
ties, their  ignorance  of  traffic,  their  fimplicity,  their 
confidence — every  thing  feems  to  indicate  that  the 
French  are  the  firft  navigators  who  have  fet  their 
foot   on    this   land^     The  mild,   peaceable,    and 
friendly  difpofition  which  thefe  ftind  iflanders  ma- 
nifelled,they  owe  wholly  to  nature;  for  they  were 
not  aware  with  what  ftrcngih  thofe  men,  whofe 
fpecies  and  power  were  till  then  unknown  to  them, 
came  armed;  Jind  the   marks  of  good- will  and 
friendfliip  of  which  they  were  fo  lavilh  towards  a 
handful  of  ftrangers,  who  could  not  hive  appeared 
to  them  formidable,  cannot  be  attributed  to  a  fen- 
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timent  of  fear,  with  which  no  a£l  on  the  part  of 
the  French  either  could  or  ought  to  have  i'lfpiretl 
them  :    for  our   voyagers   did    not   even  ir  dulge 
themfelves,   either   in    Welcome    Bay    or   Pos. 
SESSION  Bay,  in  firing  a  fingle  fliot  at  any  fea- 
bird  ;  they  were  apprehenfive  that  the  report  of  a 
fire-arm  would   fpread  terror  among  fimple   and 
inoffenfive    men    to  whom   they   owed  gratitude. 
Thefe   worthy    people  are    yet    ignorant   of    the 
efieft   of  European    arms:  and  may  they  never 
know  it !    IVIarchand's  Ill;md  will  then  be  reckon- 
ed  in  the  too  fmall  number  of  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocean,  the  difcovery  of  which  has   not 
been  polluted  by  the  efiufion  of  human  blood.    -   t 
If  two  vifits  of  a  few  hours  can  fuffice  for  form- 
ing  a    general  idea  of  a  people  in  a  (late  of  na- 
turc,  they  are    not   fufficient  for  afcertaining  in 
detail  the  produftions  of  the  foil ;  and  our  voyagers 
merely  difcovered  from  the  beach,   without  pene- 
trating into   the  interior  of  the  country,   that  the 
trees  which  grow  on  Marchand's  Ifland  are,  in 
general,  of  the  fame  fpecies  as  thofe  which  are  met 
with  in  the  Ifland  of  Santa  Christina  of  the 
MARQjn;sAS  de  Mi^ndoija.     As  they  did  not  vifit 
the  habitations,  they  had  no  opportunity  of  learn- 
ing  whether    the    newly-difcuvered    ifiand  afford 
hogs  and    fowls  j    but    they  are  juflified   in  this 
fuppofition,  fince  the  natives  who  came  on  board 
the  SoLiDE,  on  her  firfl  appearance  off  the  ifland, 
and  there  law  fome  of  thefe  animals,  knew  them 
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immediately,  and  called  them  by  the  fame  names 
as  were  given  them  by  the  natives  of  Santa 
Christina  :  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  they 
have  hens  at  leafl ;  for  the  caps,  of  which  they 
made  a  prefent  to  the  French,  were  conipofed  of 
cocks*  feathers ;  and  where  cocks  arc,  we  mull 
fuppofe  that  there  ari.^  hens.  ,1^  ,  ^..     ,    ,     , 

All  that  Cnptain  Chanal  could  do  in  the 
little  time  which  he  paHcd  in  Possession  Bay, 
was  to  examine  the  foil  of  the  ifland  in  a  mafs.  He 
obferved  that  the  rocks  with  which  this  bay  is 
ikirted,  and  thofe  which  pTOjfcl  to  i'orm  its  points, 
differ  materially  from  the  rocks  of  the  Bay  of  La 
Madre  de  Dios  of  Santa  Christina,  which, 
from  the  examination  msde  of  them  bv  GEORcii 
FoRSTER,  "  contain  volcanic  produdions,  or  dif- 

"  ferent  kinds  of  lava,  fome  of  which  are  full 
"  of  white  and  greenifii  (hells  *.'*  The  (tone 
of  which  the  rocks  of  Possession  Bay  are 
formed,  is  gray,  of  the  fame  quality  as  that  of 
mo(tofthe  quarries  in  France,  and  appears  not 
to  have  undergone  any  alteration.  In  fome 
places,  are  to  be  diftinguiflied  parallel  ftrata,  in- 
clined to  the  horizon  ;  and,  in  others,  the  (Irata 
are  horizontal :  the  peaks,  like  fpires  of  fteeples 
overlooking  the  high  mountains  of  the  ifland,  ap- 
pear to  be  of  the  fame  fub (lance,  and  have  the  fame 
colour,  as  the  rocks  of  which  the  coalls  are  com- 


*  George  Forper'i  VnyogCy  vol.  li.  page  36. 
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pofed ;  no  trace  of  fire,  no  fign  of  the  efFeft  of  a 
volcano,  is  to  be  difcovered  :  thefe  maffes  of  re  cks 
accumulated,  and  inclined  under  different  angles, 
would  feetp  rather  to  indicate  that  this  ifland  either 
belonged  to  a  large  land,  the  lower  parts  of  which 
have  been  fwallovved  up  in  the  waters,  or  that 
fome  violent  {hocks,  which  it  has  experienced  in 
an  earthquake,  have  weighed  down  the  foil,  ar.d 
occafioned  the  falling  and  crumbling  of  the  rocks 
of  which  its  borders  are  formed.  Thefe  fpiral 
peaks  which  '^•.trlock  the  mountains,  remind  us 
of  the  defcription,  given  by  George  Forster, 
of  the  eaft  part  of  the  Ifland  of  La  Dominica  of 
the  Marquesas  de  Mendo^a  *.  Marchand's 
Ifland  is  not  fulBciently  diftant  from  the  former, 
for  us  not  to  be  juftified  in  fuppofing  that  they 
both  owe  their  oiigin  to  the  fame  convulfion  of  Na- 
ture ;  with  this  diiference  however,  that  the  Ifiaiid 
of  Santa  Christina,  the  quality  of  whofe  fell 
there  has  been  an  opportunity  of  examining,  and 
probably  too  the  other  iflands  of  the  group  of 
the  Marquesas  de  MEND09A  which  have  not 
£en  vined,  preferve  proofs  of  the  a£lIon  of  fire; 
*vhereas  Marchand's  Ifland,  in  the  part  which 
was  examined,  prefented  no  volcanic  produftion ; 
yet  it  is  doubtful  w  hether,  on  penetrating  into  the 
interior  of  the  ifland,   there  v  ould  not  have  been 


*  See  page  149  of  this  Volume. 
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difcovered  fome  Indications  of  the  ravages  of  an 
ancient  volcano.  • 

When  the  boat  had  returned  on  board,  and  was 
hoifted  in,  about  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
Captain  Marciiamd  flood  to  the  northward,  in 
order  to  reconnoitre  the  new  land  which  had  been 
difcovered  in  that  diredion.     The  point  that  ap- 
peared the  moft  wefterly,   a  little  time  before  fun- 
fet,  bore   north  6  or  y"  wefl  at  the  diftance  of 
four  leagues ;    and,    at  the  fame  inftant,  Mar- 
chand's    Ifland   bore    from    fouth-fouth-eaft    to 
fouth-eaft  half  eaft.      The  colour  of  the   water 
having  appeared  to  change  01  a  fudden,  he  tried 
for  foundinn;s,   but  a  line  of  ninety  fathoms  did 
not  reach   the  bottom.      He  then  flood   to  the 
fouthward,  and  plied    to   windward    during  the 
night.     The  wind  was  variable ;   and  fome  hard 
fqualls  which  obliged  him  to  reduce  his  fail,  occa- 
fioned  the  fhip  to  make  a  rather  confiderable  drift 
to  the  weflward :    this   accident    prevented    him 
from  being,  the  next  day,  able  to  get  far  enough 
to  windward  to  reconnoitre  the  new  land  as  clofely 
as  he  had  intended. 

At  day-break,  the  part  which  appeared  to  termi- 
nate to  the  weflward  the  fouth  coafl  of  this  land 
bore  north-north -eafl  half  eaft.  If,  at  the  fame 
time,  the  eye  wasdireded  to  leew/ard,  appearances 
of  other  lands  were  there  to  be  feen;  but  the 
clouds  which  were  heaped  up  on  the  horizon 
might  induce  the  fear  of  an  illufion,  and  we  do 
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not  take  upon  us  to  affirm  that  thefe  are  real 
lands :  it  was  remarked,  however,  that  they  were 
fiiuated  in  the  fame  quarter  where,  the  day  before, 
Captain  Marc  HAND  had  perceived  the  fame  ap> 
pearances,  which  had  been  invariable  during  the 
whole  forenoon,  and  to  which,  for  the  remainder 
of  the  day,  no  particular  attention  had  been  paid ; 
becaufe  he  and  his  officers  had  been  occupied  by 
the  vifit  and  the  aft  of  taking  polfeffion  of  Mar. 
c  hand's  Ifland. 

He  crowded  fail  to  get  to  the  northward.  There 
were  feen  a  great  number  of  different  birds,  fuch 
as  boobies,  terns,  man-of-war  birds,  tropic-birds, 
and  fome  large  red-winged  fly ing-fi flies  :  thefe  laft 
differed  from  thofe  which  had  been  feen  to  the 
eafl:ward  of  the  Mendo^a  Iflands,  by  their  having 
only  two  wings  inftead  of  four.  There  wore 
caught  with  hook  and  line  feveral  large  bonitoes, 
which  were  a  regale  to  the  fliip's  company. 

At  half  part:  nine  o'clock  in  the  morning,  our 
navigators  plainly  diftinguiflied  the  extremities  of 
the  new  land,  which  extended  from  north-eafl:  half 
eafl:  to  eaft :  the  difl:ance  of  each  of  the  extreme 
points  was  fix  or  feven  leagues  j  but  they  were 
only  four  from  the  part  of  the  coafl:  which 
was  neareft  to  the  fliip.  The  fummit  of  the 
ifland  is  flat,  and,  although  it  is  high,  the  ground 
rifes  with  a  gentle  and  regular  flope,  from  the  fea- 
ihore  to  this  fummit:  they  faw  no  break,  no 
mountain  terminated  in  a  peak.  They  judged  i 
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that  this  ifland  muft  be  fertile,  and  afford  an 
agreeable  abode;  they  did  not  approach  it  fuffi- 
ciently  to  know  whether  it  be  peopled  ;  but  evtry 
thing  announces  that  it  muft  be  fo.  Captain  Mar- 
ciiAND  called  it  Isle  Baux  (Baux's  Ifland) 
from  the  name  of  the  Solidc's  owners. 

This  ifland  was  too  far  to  windward  to  aflc)rd 
him  the  hope  of  reaching  it ;  and  not  wifliing  to 
lofe  valuable  time  in  an  examination  which  could 
only  have  gratified  curiofity,  without  promifing 
any  advantage,  he  ftood  on  to  the  north-weft  by 
weft.  In  fteering  this  coiirfe,  Captain  Mar- 
chand's objed  was  both  to  reconnoitre  another 
land  lefs  confiderable,  which  prefented  itfelf  be- 
tween the  north-weft  by  north  and  north-north- 
weft,  and  to  obtain,  before  night,  fearoom  fuffi- 
cient  to  be  able  to  ply  to  windward  with  fafety,  in 
cafe  he  fliould,  in  getting  to  the  northward,  make 
the  difcovery  of  fome  new  land  in  that  di- 
redion. 

The  horizon  between  the  fouth  and  the  weft 
conftantly  remained  vapourous,  and  charged  with 
heaps  of  clouds,  as  is  ufually  feen  over  the  iflands 
fituated  between  the  tropics  :  feveral  of  the  people 
even  thought  that  they  diftinguiflied  land.  But 
Captain  Marc  HAND  was  in  hafte  to  repiiir  to  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA  :  the  feafon  w^s 
ad/ancing,  and  it  was  not  rational  to  engage  in 
difcoveries,  which,  by  carrying  the  fliip  to  leeward 
I  of  her  courfe,  were  likely  to  lengthen  her  voyage 
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confiderably ;  this  would  have  been  expofing,  by 
delay,  the  fuccefs  of  an  expedition  of  which  the 
fur-trade  was  the  fole  objc6l;  and  it  could  not  be 
expeded  that  Captain  Marchand  fhould  facrifice 
to  views  of  general,  but  doubtful,  utility,  interefts 
more  direft,  which  the  confidence  of  his  owners 
had  intrufted  to  his  zeal  and  prudence.  It  is  for 
governments  to  order  voyages  of  difcovery,  and 
to  fupport  the  expenfe  of  them ;  and  the  navi. 
gator,  employed  by  merchants,  who,  on  his  route, 
has  occupied  himfelf  hi  adding  to  our  knowledge 
by  his  refearches,  has  deferved  well  of  all  the 
nations  which  (hare  the  empire  of  the  Ocean, 

In  fleering  for  the  new  land  which  he  had  dif- 
covered,  when  he  terminated  his  examination  of 
Daux's  Ifland,  Captain  Marchand  foon  found 
that  it  was  a  fmall  ifland  ;  and,  at  the  fame  time,  he 
perceived  another,  of  no  great  elevation,  and  not 
far  diftant  froni  the  former.  He  fhaped  his  courfe 
to  pafs  tb  leeward  of  thefe  two  lands-,  but  he  re- 
gulated it  fo  as  to  run  as  clofe  to  them  as  prudence 
would  allow. 

At  noon,  Baux's  Ifland,  the  neareft  point  of 
which  might  be  at  the  diftance  of  fix  leagues  and 
a  half,  bore  from  eaft  6"  north  to  eafl:-fouth-ea(l  2" 
fouth ;  and  the  two  newly-difcovered  iflots,  for 
which  the  Solide  was  fleering,  bore  from  north- 
weft  y^  north  to  north-north-weft  6°  weft,  at  the 
diftance  of  three  or  four  leagues.  At  the  fame 
moment,  the  latitude  of  the  (hip,  by  obfervation, 
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was  8**  50'  >  and  her  longitude,  on  reducing  her 
progrefs  to  the  wedward,  indicated  by  the  dead 
reckoning,  to  the  longitude  determined  the  day  be- 
fore by  obfervations  of  the  moon's  diflance  from  the 
fun,  was  142"  43' ',  but,  on  correiSling  the  pro- 
grefs by  account  towards  the  weft,  according  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  effect  of  the  currents  which  had 
been  acquired  by  the  comparifon  and  combination 
of  diiferent  bearings.  Captain  Marchand  carried 
the  longitude  to  1 42"  46'. 

At  three  quarters  pad  one  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon, the  SoLiDE  had  arrived  within  the  diflance 
of  a  quarter  of  a  league  to  leeward  of  the  mod 
wellern  of  the  two  iflots  which  it  was  intended  to 
reconnoitre  :  the  fouthern  extremity  of  the  latter 
bore,  in  one  with  the  middle  of  the  mod  eadern, 
eaft  I*'  north ;  and  a  little  time  after,  the  middle  of 
the  former,  in  one  with  the  middle  of  BAyx*$ 
Ifland,  ealt-fouth-ead  1°  ead.  Thefe  two  iflots 
are  feparated  from  each  other  by  a  channel  a  mile 
wide:  that  to  the  wedward  is  the  larger:  it  is 
fufficiently  elevated  to  be  perceived  at  feven  or 
eight  leagues'  didance ;  and  it  is  clothed  with 
mofs  in  fonie  parts :  that  to  the  eadward  is  fmall 
and  low,  and  covered  with  the  dung  of  birds  ; 
from  its  ead  point  runs  a  reef,  which  dretches 
to  the  fouth-eaft :  a  great  number  of  birds  of  dif- 
ferent fpecies  were  fluttering  round  thefe  two  iflotSi 
which  Captain  Marchand  named  Les  Devx 
Freres  (The  Two  Brothebs), 
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During  the  whole  afternoon  of  tWs  day,  our 
navigators  ceafed  not  to  perceive  to  leeward  the 
appearance  of  an  extenfive  land  which  lay  to  the 
wefl-fouth-wed :  and  as  this  appearance  was  kept 
up  for  two  days,  we  can  fcarcely  refrain  from  be- 
lieving that  there  exifts  in  this  quarter  fome  land 
which  has  not  yet  been  difcovered. 

After  he  had  rounded  and  weathered  The  Two 
Brothers  to  the  weftward.  Captain  Marchand 
fleered  to  the  north-north- weft,  when,  at  half  paft 
five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  he  difcovered  a  new 
land,  bearing  from  north  by  eaft  5  or  6**  eaft,  to 
north-eaft  1"*  north ;  and,  with  a  view  of  recon- 
noitring it  better,  he  hauled  clofe  on  a  wind :  but, 
as  he  thought  he  likewife  faw  fome  other  lands  to 
leeward  of  this,  and  as,  with  that  idea,  it  was  not 
prudent  to  continue  ftanding  to  the  northward 
during  the  night,  he  waited  for  day-light,  making 
(hort  trips  in  the  fpace  of  fea  over  which  he  had 
failed  before  fun-fet. 

On  the  24th,  in  the  morning,  the  new  land, 
which  had  been  difcovered  the  day  before,  was 
again  diftinguiflied ;  and,  while  it  bore  from 
north-north-eaft  1"  north,  to  north-eaft  by  north 
2*  eaft,  a  fecond  land  was  difcovered  to  the 
north-eaft  2  or  3**  north,  and  at  the  diftance  of 
about  twelve  leagues.  Captain  Marchand  gave 
to  the  former  the  name  of  Ile  Masse  (Masse's 
Ifland),  and  to  the  latter  that  of  Ile  Chanal 
(Chanal's  Ifland^ :   the  two  officers  employed 

on 
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on  board  the  fhip  as  fecond  captains,  who  had,  with 
equal  intelligence  and  zeal,  feconded  the  labours 
of  the  commander,  in  the  difcovery  of  a  new 
archipelago,  undoubtedly  deferved  that  their  names 
fliould  be  attached  to  two  of  the  iflands  of  which  it 
is  compofed. 

At  a  quarter  pafl:  feven,  at  half  paft  eight,  and 
at  three  quarters  part  ten  o'clock,  bearings  were 
taken  of  Masse's  and  Chanal*s  Iflands  :  at  the 
firft,  CHANAL'sIfland,  in  one  with  the  fouth  ex- 
tremity of  Masse*s,  bore  north-eafl  5  or  6°  eaft  : 
by  the  fecond,  Masse*s  Ifland  bore  from  eaft-north- 
eafl:  5®  30'  eaft  of  north-eaft  by  eaft,  the  part  of 
Mass£*3  Ifland  the  neareft  to  the  fliip  being  dif- 
tant  five  leagues  :  and,  in  this  fituation,  Masse's 
Ifland  concealed  from  view  Chanal's  Ifland,  the 
northern  extremity  of  which  began  to  be  difco- 
vered  by  the  ilorth  ihore  of  the  former  :  laftly,  by 
the  third,  Ma3se*s  Ifland  bore  from  eaft  by  north 
to  eaft  by  fouth,  at  the  diftance  of  live  leagues ; 
and  Chanal*s  Ifland,  from  eaft-north-eaft  i** 
eaft  to  eaft  by  north.  At  the  time  of  the  laft 
bearing,  Captain  Marchand  and  Captain  Cha- 
NAL  took  feparately  two  fets  of  obfervations  of  the 
moon's  diftance  from  the  fun,  the  refult  of  which, 
by  a  mean  between  them  all,  gave  14J**  8'  of  weft 
longitude,  for  the  place  at  which  the  fliip  was  ar- 
rived.   The  dead  reckoning  deduced  from  the  po- 

fition  which  had  been  fixed  from  the  obfervations 
made,  on  the  morning  of   the  2 2d,   off  Mar- 
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cHANfi's  llland,  had  given  a  longitude  which 
differs  from  that  obferved  on  the  24th,  only  by 
an  ezcefs  of  one  minute :  therefore  we  are  juOiiied 
in  concluding  that  the  pofitions  of  Masse's  and 
Chanal's  Iflands,  in  regard  to  Marchamo's 
Ifland,  as  well  as  their  abfolute  longitude,  may, 
from  the  obfervations  of  the  22d  and  24th,  be  deter- 
mined with  fufficient  corrednefs.  The  latitude  ob- 
ferved on  this  latter  day,  at  noon,  was  7*^  54' ;  and 
it  was  difcovered  that,  in  the  twenty-four  hours, 
the  currents  had  carried  the  fhip  10'  to  the 
north- ward.  By  reducing  the  longitude  obferved 
in  the  morning,  to  the  pofition  of  the  (hip  at 
noon,  it  will  be  found  that,  at  that  moment,  (he 
mud  have  been  in  43**  10'  well  from  Paris. 

Here  terminates  the  difcovery  of  Captain  Mar- 
CHAND.  The  group  on  which  he  impofed  the 
name  of  Iles  de  la  Ri volution  (Revolution 
Iflands),  compofed  of  Marchand's  Iflwd  with 
the  circumjacent  iflots,  Baux*s  large  Ifland,  the 
iflots  The  Two  Brothers,  and  Masse's  and 
Chanal's  Iflands,  ought  to  be  united  to  the  group 
of  Las  Marqulsas  oe  M£ND09a,  in  order  to 
form,  in  the  geographical  fyflem  of  the  globe, 
but  one  fame  archipelago  compofed  of  ten  princi- 
pal iflands  that  may  be  confidered  as  being  the  fum- 
mits  of  a  chain  of  fubaqueous  mountains,  which 
occupies  about  Hxty  leagues  in  extent  on  a  fouth- 
eaft  and  north-well  line.  It  has  been  feen,  in  fad, 
that,  in  dear  weather,  Marc  hand's  Ifland  may  be 
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difcerned  from  the  .harbour  of  La  Madre  db 
Digs  of  the  illand  of  Santa  Christina  ;  and 
its  fouth-weft  point,  or  Obelisk  Point,  is  didant 
from  the  latter  ifland  only  nineteen  leagues  to 
the  north- weft  by  weft  i"  weft  :  it  i^  ftill  nearer 
to  La  Dominica,  from  which  it  is  diftant  no  more 
than  fixteen  leagues  to  the  weft-north-weft  j  and  it 
is  fituated  in  the  parallel,  and  at  nineteen  leagues' 
diftance  from  the  fmall  ifland,  called  Hood's  Ifland, 
the  moft  northern  of  the  group  of  the  Marquesas 
DE  MEND09A.  The  group  of  the  Revolution 
Iflands  occupies  i®  42'  in  latiaide,  and  44'  only 
in  longitude }  and  by  uniting  it  to  that  of  the 
MEND09A  Iflands,  it  will  form  an  archipelagOy 
which  will  occupy  2^  40'  in  latitude,  and  i"  47'  in 
longitude*. 

If  we  wilh  to  employ  the  refults  of  the  obferva- 
tions  of  latitude  and  longitude,  taken  in  fight  of 
the  iflands  difcovered  by  Captain  Marchand; 
the  different  bearings  of  the  lands  compared  with 
each  other ;  the  diftance  run  according  to  the  Jour* 
ml  of  the  Routffj  and  corrected  according  to  the 


*  It  will  be  Teen,  hereafter,  that  the  north  coaft  of  C&a. 
naPa  Ifland,  the  moft  northern  of  the  Revolution  group,  is  fitu- 
ated in  latitude  7'  48' :  Coei  places  the  middle  of  La  Madtu 
lemt  the  moft  fouthern  of  the  Mendoga  Iflands,  in  io»  25', 
which  gives  lo'  28'  for  its  fouth  coaft.  The  longitude  of  the 
middle  of  Maffe\  Ifland,  the  moft  weftem  of  the  former  group, 
is  141*'  50' ;  and  its  weft  coaft  will  be  in  142  •  53' :  the  mid- 
dle ofXfl  Madalenat  the  moft  eaftem  of  the  Utter  group,  i« 
b  141'  J)'  15",  and  its  eaft  coaft,  in  141 «  6'. 
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obfervations ;  the  diftances  edimated  by  the  eye, 
at  the  moment  of  taking  each  bearing;  laflily,  all 
the  nautical  details  mentioned  in  the  journal  of 
Captain  Chanal  j  we  may  fix,  with  fufficient  ac- 
curacy for  the  fafety  of  navigation,  the  geographi- 
cal pofitions,  both  abfolute  and  relative,  of  the  five 
iflands  of  the  group,  as  well  as  their  refpeftive  ex- 
tent. The  employment  of  thefe  data  combined  with 
each  other  has  led  me  to  the  following. refults  : 

Marchand's  Ifland  may  be  four  or  five  leagues 
in  length  on  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  line,  fup- 
pofing  that  the  little  hills  which  were  perceived  in 
its  north-eaft  quarter,  as  well  on  the  eaft  as  the 
weft  fide,  are  connected  by  low  lands  to  the  body 
of  the  ifland:  its  greateft  breadth,  which  is  in  the 
fouthern  part,  is  three  leagues ;  but  its  configura- 
tion is  fuch  that  its  breadth  varies  confiderably ;  it 
is  eftiniated  that  its  circuit  buft  be  ten  or  eleven 
leagues.  The  middle  of  the  ifland  is  fituated  in  90 
21'fouth  latitude,  and  142*  19'  weft  longitude. 
The  latitude  of  Welcome  Bay  is  9**  22'.  Mar- 
cHAND's*Ifland  may  be  difcerned  at  the  diftancc 
of  twenty  leagues,  when  the  horizon  is  neither 
vapourous,  nor  charged  with  clouds  j  a  circum. 
tlance  rather  uncommon  in  the  feas  fituated  be« 
tweea  the  tropics. 

The  circuit  of  Batjx's  Ifland  is  about  fifteen 
leagues,  as  far  as  an  opinion  could  be  formed  from 
the  extent  of  its  fouthern  and  weltern  coafts  ;  for 
it  was  not  pofliible  to  obtj^in  a  knowledge  of  the 
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windward  fide  of  the  ifland,  which  faces  the  north- 
eaft.  Its  moft  northern  point,  that  to  the  north- 
weft,  from  the  bearing  taken  on  the  2  2d  at  noon, 
is  in  latitude  8"  48' ;  and  the  longitude  of  this 
fame  point,  according  to  the  bearing  obferved  in 
regard  to  the  moft  weftern  point  of  Marchand*s 
Ifland,  is  in  142°  31'.  The  middle  of  the  ifland 
may  be  placed  in  latitude  8**  54',  and  longitude 
142"  25'. 

The  iflots  The  Two  Brothers  lie  from  each 
other,  eaft  and  weft.  In  fubjedingthe  weftern  iflot 
to  the  pofition  of  the  north- weft  point  of  Baux*s 
Ifland,  it  was  found  that  its  middle  bore,  in  regard 
to  that  point,  weft  by  north,  at  the  diftance  of  ten 
or  eleven  leagues :  therefore  its  latitude  muft  be 
8*42',  and  its  longitude  142°  55'. 

The  obfervations  for  the  longitude,  made  on  the 
morning  of  the  24th,  and  thofe  made  at  noon  of 
the  fame  day  for  the  latitude*,  reduced  to 
Masse*s  Ifland  by  a  bearing  and  a  diftance  efti- 
mated  by  the  eye,  place  the  middle  of  that  ifland 
in  latitude  8",  or  8*  i',  and  longitude  142*  50': 
its  bearing,  in  regard  to  the  north-weft  point  of 
Baux*s  Ifland,  is  north-north-weft  2"  north,  at 
the  diftance  of  fixteen  leagues ;  and  in  regard  to 
The  Two  Brothers,  north  half  eaft. 

On  the  24th  at  noon,  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
Chanal's  Ifland  bore  diredly  weft,  at  the  mo- 


vf 


*  See  Note  XXXII,  and  \.\it  Journal  of  the  Route  on  the  Z4th 
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ment  when  the  obferved  latitude  of  the  (hip  was 
7°  5V :  it  occupies  about  6'  from  north  to  fouth  ; 
therefore  its  middle  maybe  in  latitude  7"  51',  and 
its  longitude  is  142°  35':  it  lies  to  the  north-eaft 
by  eaft  2°  eaft,  at  the  diflance  of  four  or  live  leagues 
from  Mas8£'s  Ifland. 

The  bearings  of  thefe  two  laft.mentioned  iilands 
were  taken  at  didances  too  great  for  it  to  be  pofll. 
ble  to  determine  with  precifion  their  refpedive 
extent :  they  appear  nearly  of  equal  fize ;  and  it 
was  thought  that  they  mi^ht  be  allowed  feven  or 
eight  leagues  in  circuit. 

With  the  data  which    I  have  juft  mentioned, 
Captain  Chanal  con(lru6led  a  particular  chart  of 
the  Revolution   Iflands ;  and,  by  connecting  it 
with   that  of  Las  Marquesas  de    Mendo^a, 
publifhed  by  Captaia  Cook  in  the  fird  volume  of 
his  fecond  voyage  round  the  world,  we  (hall  have 
the  complete  chart  of  an  archipelago 'compofed  of 
ten  principal  iflands,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  occu- 
pies, ou  a  fouth-eafl  and  north- weft  line,  a  -fpace 
of  fixty  matine  leagues.     It  will»  undoubtedly,  not 
be  expeded  that  either  Captain  Chana^'s  chart, 
or  that  of  Captain  Cook,  (hould  prefent  the  topo- 
graphy of  the  ihore  of  each  ifland,  ftill  lefs  that 
of  the  interior  :  it  is  fcarcely  pofllble  for  a  naviga-> 
tor  to  devote  himfelf  to  details  in  a  firft  examina. 
tion;  Captain   Chanal    could  only  lay  hold  of 
fome  relating  to  the  weft  coaft  of  Marc  hand's 
Ifland,    along    which   the   Solide   ranged  very 
clofely.    Each  ifland,   in  particular,   would  re- 
quire 
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quire  the  labour  of  feveral  days  *,  if  it  were  meant 
to  take  bearings  of  all  the    points,  delineate  on 
paper  all  the  finuoAties  of  the  coaft,   reprefent 
ilridlly  its  configuration,  lay  down  the  foundings, 
and  aflign  to  the  mountains  their  true  places,  &c. 
Captain  Chanal's  chart,  as  well  as  that  of  Cap- 
tain Cook,  prefents  merely  the  mafs  of  each  ifland, 
drawn  as  exactly  as  it  is   permitted  to  feize  its 
form  by  bearings  taken  in  failing  within  fight  of  a 
land :  each  ifland  is  reprefented  on  the  chart  with 
its  principal  dimenfions,  and  in  its  relative  pofition 
in  regartl  to  thofe  which,  being  the  nearefl,  may 
have  be<;n  perceived  at  the  fame  time ;  the  lati* 
tude  and  longitude  of  their  extreme  points  are  fix- 
ed ;  the  ^tridth  of  the  channels  which  feparate  them, 
determined :  and,   although  the  depth  of  thefe 
channels  was  not  founded,  as  the  iflands  are  all 
high  land,  and  as  it  i&  well  known  that  the  fea  is 
IveryT-h^Te  deep  between  elevated  lands,  the  na- 
vigator, keeping  his  lead  going,  will  not,       his 
route  lead  him  thither,  hefitate  to  crofs  an  archi^ie- 
lago,  the  whole  and  the  parts  of  which  are  deter- 
mined with  an  exadnefs  fufficient  for  the  fafety 
of  navigation* 

It  mud  have  bee9  remarked,  that,  during  the 
courfe  of  the  day  of  the  2  2d,  and  that  of  the  23d 
of  June,  Captain  March  AND  had  not  ceafed  to 
fee,  to  leewardy'm.  the  wefl-fouth-we(i quarter,  fome 


*  And  perhaps  of  a  month  for  a  fingle  veflel. 
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appearances  of  land,  which  fcemed  fixed  in  the 
horizon ;  and  that  pven  feveral  of  the  people  had 
thought  that  they  clearly  diflinguifhed  land :  it 
muft  be  regretted  that  the  object  of  his  voyage 
and  the  intereft  of  his  employers  permitted  him  not 
to  devote  himfelf  to  a  verification  that  would  pro. 
bably  have  added  new  difcoveries  to  thofe  which 
he  had  jufl:  made ;  for,  by  following  on  a  general 
chart  of  the  world  the  tracks  of  the  navigators, 
both  ancient  and  modern,  who  have  frequented 
thefe  parts,  there  is  not  to  be  feen,  over  an  extent 
of  fea  of  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  leagues,  any 
track  which  has  led  to  the  fouth-weft  or  fouth- 
fouth-weft  of  the  Revolution  Iflands,  or  crofTed 
the  occult  line  that  might  be  drawn  from  this  group 
towards  the  point  occupied  by  the  appearances  of 
land  which  were  conflantly  perceived  in  that  di- 
rection. The  fixed  flate  of  the  clouds,  during  two 
fuccc(Iivedays,on  the  fame  points  of  t^he  horizon, 
is,  between  the  tropics,  an  almod  indubitable  fign 
that  elevated  lands,  of  a  certain  e:?(tent,  arrefl  the 
clouds  in  their  courfe,  and  force  them  to  colled; 
themfelves  in  a  heap.  I  leave  Captain  Marchand 
for  a  moment,  in  order  to  examine  whether  it 
would  not  be  pofllble,  from  tne  information  which 
we  have  acquired  from  other  quarters,  to  draw 
fome  indication  of  the  exiftence  of  a  land,  fome 
probability  that  one  muft  exift  in  thefe  feas  which 
have  not  yet  been  vifited,  and  whether  th«it  land 

may 
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may  be  fituated  to  leeward  of  the  group  which 
Captain  Marchand  met  with. 

In  the  Colleftion  of  "  Obfervations  on  Phyftcal 
Geography^  Natural  Hijlory,  **  and  Ethic  Phihfo- 
phy,  by  Reinhold  Forster*,**  is  to  be  feen  a  hy- 
drographical  chart,  as  extraordinary  from  the  ori- 
gin of  its  author,  as  interefting  from  the  notions, 
although  very  imperfe^,  no  doubt,  which  it  has 
given  us  of  the  numberlefs  iflands  fituated  to  the 
eaftward  and  wedward  of  the  meridian  of  the 
archipelago  of  the  Society  Ifles,  feveralof  which 
have  been  found  by  Europeans,  and  of  which  it 
may  be  imagined  that  a  greater  number  is  (till  to 
be  fought.  This  was  the  chart  which  was  con- 
ftrufled  by  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  in  Cook's  firft 
voyage,  under  the  diredion  of  Tupia  f,  that  na- 
tive of  the  Ifland  of  Uhetea  J,  whom  the  Englifli 
navigator  had  brought  to  England,  and  whom 
be  fmce    carried   back  to   his    native    ifland  §. 

*  Reinhold  Forjler's  Obfervations,  ^c,  page  513.  Sec  Plate 
IV.  which  prefenta  a  copy  of  the  call  part  of  this  chart. 

t  Tiipayd,  according  to  the  orthography  of  Mr.  Foijler. 

X  0  Raieta,  according  to  George  For/ier—Tooleta  according 
to  Parkin/on. 

§  Thia  is  evidently  a  miftake ;  for,  on  confulting  Cooi'a  firft 
voyage  [Hawkefwortb'i  Compilaliont  vol.  ii.  page  180,  and 
vol.  iii.  page  312  to  315),  we  find  that  Tupia,  wiio  was  taken 
on  board  the  Endeavour  at  his  own  earned  reqtieil,  did  not  live 
to  reach  England,  but  fell  a  victim  to  the  unhealthful  climate 
of  Batavia ;  his  death  being,  in  a  great  meafure,  accelerated 
by  the  lofs  of  his  young  countryman  Tayeto,  who  paid  the 
debt  of  nature  a  few  days  before  the  inlerefting  Tupia^ 

Tnitj/lalor. 

Tupia, 
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TupiA,  the  moft  Intelligent  of  the  iflanders  of  the 
Great  Ocean  that  any  European  navigator  ever 
met  with,  had,  in  his  excurfions  by  fea,  as  well  to 
the  eaflward  as  to  the  weftward,  gone  as  far  as 
three  and  four  hundred  leagues  from  the  archipe** 
lago  of  the  Society  Illes ;  in  the  courfe  of  his 
Odyjfvyy  he  had  vifited  upwards  of  eighty  iilands  of 
which  he  gave  the  names ;  he  diftinguiihed  them 
by  high  lands  and  low,  great  and  fmali  ;  he  hxed 
their  extent  comparatively  with  the  Ifland  of  Ta. 

HEiTEE  J  and,  in  fpecifying  their  refpeftive  pofition 
to  the  eallward  or  we(lward  of  a  flar  which  he 
defignated,  he  indicated  the  point  of  the  horizon 
towards  which  each  ifland  is  fituated  \  he  Ukewife 
made  known  fome  particular  obfervations  which 
he  had  had  an  opportunity  of  making  on  the  native* 
and  the  productions  of  each  ifland.  At  a  great 
didance  to  the  north-eaft  of  Taheiteb,  at  one  of 
the  extreme  limits  of  his  voyages,  Tupia  places 
a  group  of  ten  ijhinds,  each  of  which  bears  a  name 
on  his  chad  *,  and  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  three 

of 

*  Thefc  ten  iflands,  beginning  with  the  mod  fouthern,  are 
named  accordipg  to  the  urthography  employed  in  the  chart :  o* 
Haneanea  —Neeo-Hteva — U-Manw^O'OttO'^to-Ro'wha-—lVhat' 
tare  Tuah  -  IVjitahoo  or  IVbuttart'Oora—o  NAnrA  or  O'Na- 
Tsro-  Hkeita-  RoA—Tetlooau 

In  lieu  of  o-Natrya,  Captain  Chanal  writes,  for  the  French 
pronunciation,  and  as  he  heard  it  when  the  natives  pronounced 
it,  o-Ntte'io:  inAead  of  HefoaRott%  he  writes  o-H'tva-Hoa', 
but  George  Forjler  obferves  that  Heeva-Roa^  is  the  pronuncia- 
tion of  the  Taheite^ns,  and  that  the  Mcndofans  cannot  arti* 

culate 


f«»theconfo„,„t 
^«^Wchthenati^ 
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of  thefe  names,  namely,  o-NitiYo,  d'HtvA-H5A, 
and  Wahitah6  are  the  fame  names  that  the  na- 
tives of  the  Marqijesas  db  M£ND09a  give  to 
three  of  their  iflandt,  thofe  of  San  Pedro,  La  Do- 
minica, and  Santa  Christina,  thus  named  by 
Mendana.    I  mufl  firft  obferve  that  the  Men« 
D09A  Iflands  were  not  met  with  again  till  the  year 
1774,  in  Captain  Cook's  fecond  voyage  j  that,  till 
this  period,  the  Europeans  knew  them  only  by  the 
names  of  Saints  which  Mendana  had  impofed 
on  them  j  and  that  neverthelefs  thofe  which  are 
given  to  them    by  the  natives  of  thefe  .iflands, 
are  written  on    the  chart  conftrudled  by  Tupia 
during  Cook's  firft  voyage  :  therefore,  it  is  proved 
that  Tupia  knew  thefe  iflands  by  the  names  given 
to  them  by  the  natives,  before  the  Englifli  had  vi- 
fited  them  ;   and  that  it  is  not  from  the  latter 
that  he  could  learn  the  names.     I  obferve,  in  the 
fecond   place,   that   the  identity   of  three  of  th9 
names  of  the  five  iflands  which  compofe  the  group 
of  Mendana's  Mar(^jesas  de  MEND09A  (and 
the  name  of  the  two  others  is  not  yet  known) 
permits  us  not  to   doubt  that  this  group  is  a  por- 
don  of  the  archipelago  compofed   of  ten  [/lands 
which  TUP14  has  placed  to  the  north-eafl:  of  the 


culate  the  confonant  R  ;  it  is  well  known  that  0  and  te  are  arti- 
cles which  the  natives  frequently  fupprefs :  laftly,  inftead  of 
Wakahott  Captain  Chanal  writes  tVahitahS,  and  H^.  Walet, 
Oh'ttabo.    Set  page  85  of  this  volume. 

A.  Society 


II 
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Society  Ifles,  at  the  extreme  limit  of  his  navi- 
f  ition  to  the  eallward,  that  is  to  fay,  about  three 
hundred  leagues  from  thefe  laft-memioned  iflands ; 
and  this  diftance  of  three  hundred  leagues,  as  well 
as  the  bearing  to  the  north-eail,  is  conformable 
to  the  refults  of  the  obferva  Jons  of  our  modern  na- 
vigators :  therefore,  by  joining  to  the  five  Men- 
D09A  Iflands,  the  five  Revolution  Iflands,  Tu- 
pia's  archipelago  is  completfe,  and  is  precifely  as 
Captain  Marchand  found  it. 

I  novjr  purfue  the  examination  of  the  chart  of 
this  firft  hydrographer  of  the  Great  Ocean,  and 
I  fee  to  the  wsftward  of  his  archipelago  of  ten 
ijlands,  a  large  folitary  ifland  under  the  name  of 
o-Heeva-Potto,  which  is  fituatedto  the  weftward 
of  the  archipelago  :  and  I  aflc  whether  this 
o-Keeva-Potto  might  not  be  thofe  lands,  or  that 
ifland,  which  I  have  hitherto  prefented  only  as  an 
appearancs  of  land,  and  which  Captain  Marchand 
ceafed  not  to  perceive  to  leeward  of  the  Revolu- 
tion Iflands,  during  the  courfe  of  the  days  of  the 
22d  and  23d  ? 

It  may  be  objefted  to  me,  that  this  ifland  is 
placed  on  Tupia*s  chart  at  too  great  a  dlftance 
from  the  archipelago,  for  us  to  admit  that  Cap- 
tain Marchand  can  have  feen  it.  But,  no  doubt, 
the  ccrrednefs  of  Cook's  or  La  Pkrouse's  charts 
is  not  required  in  that  of  a  native  of  the  Society 
Iflands,  who  navigates  in  a  canoe,  without  any 
means  of  meafuring  the  rate  of  his  progrefs,  with- 
out 
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out  any  inftniment  to  obferve  his  latifudc,  with- 
out a  compafs  to  fteer  by  ?    It  muft  not  be  forgot* 
ten  that  he  has  no  precife  idea,  no  comparative 
meafure  of  diftances ;  great  or  /mall,  thofe,  for 
him,  are  the  only  differences ;  and  the  ifland  to 
leeward,  of  which  I  am  how  fpeaking,  muft  prefent 
itfelf  to  his  mind  as  placed  at  ^  great  diftance  from 
the  ten  iflands  which  form  the  archipelago,  when 
he  compares  this  diftance  with  thofe  which  the  ten 
iflands  hold  in  regard  to  each  other.    Let  us  ob<* 
ierve,  however,  that  if  the  diftance  of  the  ifland 
to  leeward,  in  regard  to  the  archipelago,   af^art 
too  great,  as  it  is  in  fa6t,  for  it  to  be  poflibly  per*- 
ceived  from  the  vicinity  of  the  Revolution  Iflands» 
it  cannot  at  lead  be  denied  that  it  is  placed  in  'ts 
irue  bearing  in  regard  to  this  archipelago.    J  ihall 
add,  that  it  is  probable  that  Tupia,  whatever  he 
niay  have  faid,  (for  he  is  a  traveller  and  confe«> 
quently  exaggerates),  has  not  himfelf  vifited  the 
eighty  iflands  of  which  he  makes  mention,  and 
that  he  has  marked  feveral  on  iiis  chart,  from  in- 
formation which  he  procured  from  the    natives 
of  the  iflands  where  he  landed  :  but  thele  iflanders 
who,  no  doubt,  are  not  all  fuch  intelligent,  fuch 
Ikilful  navigators  as  the  hydrographer  Tupia,  may 
very  probably  have  indicated  to  him  vaguely,  by 
the  point  of  the  rifing  or  of  the  fetting  of  the  fun 
or  of  a  remarkable  liar,,  in  what  diredion  an  ifland 
may  bear  with  refpe^l  to  another  ifland  too  far  dif- 
tant  to  be  perceived  from  the  former  -,  but  neither 
vpL.i.  8  .         *eir 
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their  knowledge  nor  their  language,  perhaps,  have 
the  extent  neceffary  for  giving  an  idea  of  diftances 
otherwife  than  by  the  number  of  days  which  a 
canoe  mult  employ  for  going  from  one  point  to 
another:  and  this  manner  of  eflimating  the 
diftance,  is  certainly  not  exa£t ;  an  idea  may  be 
formed  on  that  fubje£t  from  the  uncertainty  in 
which  we  have  been  left  by  the  accounts  of 
fome  voyages  performed  in  ancient  times,  and 
even  of  fome  others  undertaken  in  an  age  lefs  re- 
mote from  ours,  fince  the  difcovery  of  the  New 
World. 

It  is  unnecelfary  to  fay,  that,  in  fpeaking  of  a 

land  which  muft  exift  to  leeward  of  the  Revolu. 

TioN  Iflands,  in  fupporting  the  probability  of  its 

exiflence;  from  th^  indudion  drawn  from  Tupia*s 

chart,  I  have  pretended  only  to  prefent  a  plain 

conje^ure ;  I  leave  the  verification  of  it  to  fome 

zeJllous  navigator,  who,  carried  into  thefe  feas,  and 

being  able  to  difpofe  of  his  time,  will  not  confider 

It  as  beneath  his  refearches,  to  clear  up  the  doubts 

of  Captain  Marchand,  and  to  afcertain  the  cor- 

re^nefs  of  Tupia's  hydrography.     Moreover,  it 

will  be  feen,  in  the  fequel  of  this  narrative,  that 

the  French  navigator  is  not  the  only  one  who 

perceived  to  leeward  of  the  archipelago  that  we 

have  juft  vifited,  appearances  of  land  which  were 

too  permanent  in  the  fame  quarter,  for  it  to  be  pofli* 

ble  for  us  to  believe  that  they  were  only  the  effeft 

of  an  illufion  produced  by  a  colledtion  of  clouds, 

which 
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which  might  b§  heaped  up  and  fixed  on  the  fame 
point  of  the  horizon ;  a  navigator  belonging  to 
the  United  States  of  America  had  occa- 
fion,  in  the  fame  year  and  at  the  fame  place,  to 
make  the  fame  remark  *. 

On 

•  It  might  be  objeAcd,  that  the  difpofition  ot  the  ten 
idands  which  form  the  archipelago,  as  it  is  indicated  on  Tup'ta'i 
chart,  conftrudlcd  under  his  dir^dion  by  Mr.  Bankst  is  not 
conformable,  in  all  points,  to  the  refults  of  the  fucceflive  dif- 
coveries  of  the  European  navigators;  that  the  three  iflandsthe 
names  of  which  the  natives  of  thefe  iflands  have  taught  us  1 
0'Hiva-Hoa,fFahitab6,  and  o-NiteiOf  belong,  in  his  chart,  to 
the  notthcm  part  of  the  'chipelago,  that  is,,  to  three  of 
the  iflands  which  were  difcovered  by  Captain  Marchand  i 
whereas  Tupia  applies  thefe  fame  names  to  three  of  the  fouthem 
idands  difcovered  by  Mendanot  and  as,  in  fa£t,  thefe  names  ' 
belong  to  iflands  to  the  fouthward :  but,  undoubtedly,  it 
will  not  be  fuppofed  that  Tupia  was  a  fufliciently  good  geo« 
grapher  to  arrange,  on  paper,  from  memory  and  with  exa£l. 
ncfs,  an  archipelago  compofed  of  ten  fcattered  iflands ;  to  fix 
their  diilances  and  their  rcfpeftive  bearings,  in  regard  to  each 
other;  and  to  afterwards  apply  to  each  of  the  iflands  the 
name  that  belongs  to  it  among  the  ten  iflands  with  which 
he  had  charged  his  memory.  Tu/Za  has  given  his  archipelago 
in  a  mafs,  and  the  ten  names  as  they  occurred,  which  was  a 
great  deal  for  him  ;  and  thefe  names  were  applied  nearly  by 
chance,  and,  no  doubt,  at  the  pltafure  of  his  interpreter  as 
much  as  at  his  own  :  what  is  certain,  is  that  he  knew,  about 
three  hundred  leagues  from  Tahttteet  of  a  great  archipelago 
compofed  of  ten  iflands  the  names  of  which  he  had  retained  ; 
and  it  feems  to  me  that,  in  order  to  prove  the  identity  of  his 
archipelago  of  ten  iflands,  and  of  that  which  is  compofed  by 
the  five  Mendoga  Iflands  and  the  five  Revofution  Iflands,  it  is 
fuflScient  that  three  of  the  names  which  he  had  retained  (and 
which  are  the  only  ones  that  have  been  verified)  are  found  to 
be  the  fame  as  thofe  which  are  given  by  the  natives  of  thefe 

s  2  laiidfy 
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dn  the  15th  of  June,  Captain  Marchand  had 
16(1  fight  of  the  kEVottTiotf  Iflands.  In  pro- 
portion  a&  he  advanced  to  the  northward,  the  wind 
bteame  fixed,  and  the  horizon,  clear }  which 
made  him  prefume  that  no  other  lands  exift  in 
the  vicinity  of  thefe  iflands  in  the  northern  quar- 
ter :  and,  with  this  aflurance,  and  after  having 
determined  by  obfervation,  the  longitude  of  the 


landst  to  three  of  the  iflands  of  the  archipelago.  It  may,  be* 
fldia,  be  ubfcrved  that  the  relative  fituationa  which  he  hat 
afilgned  by  his  fl{ctch>  as  well  to  the  iflands  which  compofe 
the  fouthem  part  of  his  archipekgo  as  thofc  which  compofe 
the  northern  part  of  it»  are,  as  far  as  they  could  be,  re< 
fpe£livcly  conformable  to  the  general  difpofition  of  the  group 
t>f  the  Marquefas  de  Metidoga  and  to  that  of  the  group  of  the 
Revolution  Iflands :  and,  in  this  refpeA,  his  chart  prefents  an 
aggregate  approaching  more  to  truth,  than  our  ancient  charts 
prefented  of  feveral  parts  of  the  globe,  before  they  had  been 
explored  by  our  modern  navigators.  The  identity  of  the  archi- 
pelago of  the  ten'  iflands  which  Tupla  places  three  hundred 
lekgues  to  .the  north-eail  of  the  Society  Iflands,  and  of  that 
lirhich  is  compofed  of  the  five  Mendoga  Iflands  and  of  the  five 
Reoohkion  Iflands,  being  once  admitted,  it  is  allowable  to  have 
fome  confidence  in  the  remainder  of  Ttipie^a  chart,  and  to  coir- 
iider  it  as  a  fort  of  index,  which  may,  by  making  ufe  of  it 
with  precaution,  guide  us  in  the  fearch  of  feveral  other  iflandi 
of  which  he  has  indicated  the  names  andL  given  the  pofitionsi 
but  which  our  navigators  have  not  yet  difcovered.  If  it  be 
not  judging  too  favourably  of  his  chart,  we  might  fuppofe 
that  his  great  ifland  Am>a  Potto,  which  is  feen  to  the  weftward 
of  his  archipelago  of  the  ten,  is  the  land  that  Captain  Marchani 
ceafed  not  to  fee  during  the  courfe  of  the  two  days  which  he 
en^loyed  in  exploring  his  group  of  the  Revolution  lilands,  and 
which  was  likewife  feen,  in  the  fame  direfUon)  by  a  navigator 
belonging  to  tlie  United  States, 
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pl^ce  whence  his  departure  was  taken,  in  143*  49'* 
weft  from  Pa&is,  he  ftopd  on  for  the  NOf^TH- 
WEST  coaft  of  America. 

He  alternately  fteered  north,  north  by  we(l,  ^n^ 
north-north-weft,  carrying  a  prefs  pf  fail  according, 
to  the  weather,  and  holding  a  north  cpuris  ^ 
much  and  as  often  as  the  variations  of  tj^.?  wigij^ 
would  allow. 

On  the  27th,  he  crolfed  the  line  in  ^U9^ut  fh^ 
longitude  of  143**  15' weft. 

The  next  day,  at  half  paft  fix  o*cloc|c  jn  thf 
evening,  it  was  thought  that  land  was  perceived 
to  the  weft  half  fouth :  the  Ihip  was  then  arrived  at 
the  latitude  of  i**  31'  north,  and  longitude  of  144^ 
18'  weft.  Captain  March  and  ftood  on  under 
eafy  fail,  till  one  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  then 
brought  to,  in  order  to  wait  for  day-light.  At  the 
dawn  of  day,  the  weather  was  remarkably  clear  | 
a  great  number  of  fea-fwallows  and  tropic-birds 
were  feen  in  the  air;  but  every  appearance  of 
land  had  vaniflied.  He  refumed  his  courfe  to 
the  northward,  under  all  the  fall  that  the  ihip  f  Qi|l4 
carry. 

Qn  the  5th  of  July,  towards  noon,  19  latitude 
10*  2 q' north,  and  Ipngitude  144*  30' weft,  th^ 

was  feen  pafling  a  large  trunk  of  a  tr^,  whigh  a^ 
peared  to  have  \ma.  floating  b\xt  a  fhpTf  Uinf ; 
from  this  fign,  it  ini^rht  be  fHPPipfej^  tl^  tlift  fkip 
was  in  the  vicinity  o^  foine  k^ld  ^  ^j^  np  ^j^fji^ 
indication  fi|f>ported  .the  cp^e^iire. 

«3  On 


I 


^^M 

tm 


l6i 


marchand's  voyaob.  [July  ijgj. 


h^y  1791 


On  the  15th  of  this  month,  Captain  Marchand 
began  to  diflril^ute  to  the  (hip's  company,  who 
enjoyed  perfect  health,  an  allowance  of  beer  made 
with  eflence  of  malt,  and  a  mixture  of  fugar. 
I'his  beverage,  which  is  agreeable  to  the  tafte,  is 
juftly  confidered  as  a  powerful  prefervative  againil 
the  fcurvy. 

Lunar  obfervatlons,  made  on  the  20th,  fhewed 
tliat,  fmce  the  25th  of  the  month  of  June,  that 
is,  in  the  interval  of  twenty-five  days,  the  cur- 
rents had  carried  the  (hip  out  of  her  apparent 
courfe  I**  46',  or  a  hundred  and  one  miles  to  the 
wedward,  and  i**  54',  or  one  hundred  and  four- 
teen miles  to  the  northward,  and  had  occafioned 
her  to  make,  in  the  direftion  of  nrrth-weft  3"  15' 

north,  a  progrefs  of  one  hundred  and  fifty-three 
miles,  for  which  the  reckoning  could  not  account. 
There  was,  however,  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
tota^  amount  of  the  error  was  not  caufed  by  the 
fole  a^ion  of  the  currents ;  and  that  a  part  of  it 
(nuft  be  attributed  to  the  error  of  the  fand-glafs 
which  Was  employed  for  meafuring  the  fhip's  way, 
^d  which  indicated  a  duration  too  fhort  by  2  or 
3  feeonds  op  the  30,  or  of  about  one- twelfth. 
The  furplus  of  the  amount  of  the  error  belongs  to 
the  aflion  of  the  currents ;  but  had  not  the  dead 
reckoning  been  correfted  by  the  daily  obfervation 
of  the  latitude,  and  had  not  obferyations  of  the 
mbbn's  diflance  from  the  fup  announced  under 
wliat  meridian  tl^e  (hip  was  arrived,   the  error 
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which  proceeded  from  the  falfe  meafure  of  time, 
indicated  by  the  half- minute  glafs,  would  not  have 
been  fufpeded,  while  the  log  meafured  the  fhip's 
way  :  the  errors  in  longitude  would  have  been  ac- 
cumulated, and  our  navigators  would,  in  making 
a  ufelefs  progrefs  to  the  weihvard,  have  loft  a  time 
which  the  advanced  feafon  rendered  very  valuable 
for  a  fliip  whofe  deftination  was  to  carry  on  a  traffic 
for  furs  in  the  latitude  of  57°  north. 

Some  obfervations  for  the  longitude,  made  on 
the  23d,  24th,  and  26th  of  July  indicated  that, 
in  the  fcas  where  the  Solide  had  failed  in  the  in- 
tervals of  thefe  periods,  the  fetting  of  the  currents 
towards  the  wed  had  been  inconfiderable.  But 
their  tendency  towards  the  north  had  been  more 
perceptible  ;  there  occurred  an  error  in  latitude  of 
21',  from  the  23d  to  the  24th  ;  and,  on  the  other 
days,  the  error  varied  from  5'  to  1  o'  in  twenty- 
four  hours  *. 

On  the  27lh,  at  noon,  the  Solide  had  reached 
the  latitude  of  39°  48',  and  longitude  'of  15 1"  42'  f. 
There  had  been  feen  pafling  near  the  Ihip,  in  the 
forenoon  and  preceding  evening  of  this  d?iy,  a 
confiderable  quantity  of  a  fpecies  of  fea-fruit,  of 

*  See  Notes  XXXV,  XXXVI,  and  XXXVII. 

f  The  longitude  obferved  on  the  26th  at  noon,  was  152® 
17'  weft,  and  from  the  26th  to  the  27th,  the  (hip's  progrefs 
towards  the  caft  had  been  o**  35'.  {See  the  Journal  of  the 
iJoH/tf  at  that  period.) 
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1  bmwnifll  colour,  and  fimilar,  in  point  of  (hape 
and  fize,  to  the  prickly  huik  of  a  chefnat,  or  to  ^ 
fmall  fea^urchin  of  the  Mediterranean  :  there 
iVCrO  aifo  feen  fome  mllu/cay  fome  fea-fwallovrs, 
And    ftorm-birds  (tfr«    proceliaria)*     The  night 
before,  the  cries  of  land-birds  had  been  heard ;  and 
on  tht  ftSth,  at  day-break,  the  (hip  was  furround^d 
bf  gulls,  fea-fWallows,  and  feveral  flocks  of  other 
birds  of  the  fize  of  a  pigeon,  whofe  precipitate 
flight)  like  that  of  the  fea-lark,  which  goes  only 
a  fittle  way  from  the  fhore,  indicated  that  thofe 
bilrdi  mull  belong  to  it.    Thefe  different  indica- 
tiont  feemed  to  announce  the  vicinity  of  fome  un* 
icAOwn  \aSkd  \  but  cbudy  weather,  which  ihortened 
the  radius  of  the  horizon,  did  not  alk)w  the  view 
to  extend  to  a  great  diftance.    In  1778,  Captain 
Cook,  in  his  pa0age  from  the  Sandwich  Iflands 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  America,  being  in 
41*  15'  north  latitude  (a  parallel  which  differs  not 
kauch  from  ^hat  which  Cap^in  Marchand  had 
reached^  and  in  longitude  160"  20'  weft  from 
Paris,  few  a  (hag,  a  fpeciesofbird  which  is  never 
luiown  to  Sy  far  (rem  land  ;  and  this  un^xpeded 
fight  made  him  fufpefl  the  exiftence  of  fome  ifland 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  pofition ;  he  was  confirmed  in 
that  opinion,  ^'hen,  in  latitude  41**  50',  and  longi. 
tude  144^  30',  he  perceived  a  piece  of  drift-wood, 
the  apf)earance  of  which  announced  that  k  had 
been  but  afhort  time  in  the  water,'  cmd  which  M 
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come  fh)ni  the  vreftward*.     In  1786,    Captain, 
poRTi,ocK,  bound  in  like  manner  to  the  coaftof 
America,  faw  a  great  number  of  feals  playing 
round  the  fliip,  in  latitude  39**  35',  and  longitude 
154*  30'  from  Greenwich.    This  navigator  ob. 
ferves  that  his  diftance  from  the  coall  of  Ame- 
rica was  fo  conliderable,  that  he  cannot  think 
thofe  amphibious  animals,  which  do  not  go  iar 
from  land,   came  thence,  or  from  any  known 
iflands  near  the  coaft ;  he  adds  that,  finding  hinv- 
fclf  placed  between  the  two  pofitions  in  which 
Captain  Cook  had  fome  indications  of  land,  and 
himfelf  meeting  with  fome  in  that  he  was  in,  he 
expeded  to  difcorer  fome  unknown  ifland ;  but 
that,  for  feveral  days,  the  weather  was  condantly 
thidc  and  hazy,  attended  with  drizzling  rain,  fo 
that,  had  be  pafleii  within  five  miles  of  tny  land,  it 
would  have  bipen  impoffible  for  him  to  have  feen 
it ;  and  the  idvanced  feafon  of  the  year  not  per- 
BiktMig  hitt  to  wafie  amy  time  in  fearching  for  un* 
(liicovevfld  iflands,  he  kept  on  his  cotrfe  to  the 
north  t.    'nie'obfervatiGtos 'made  on  board  the' So- 
lum, #001  mlAdk  her  latitude,  on  the  27th  of 
July,  'WMf  as  tias  been  feen,  39*  48',  and  her 
longitude,  Ji5t*^  42^  placed  the  ftip,  at  that  pe- 
fiod,  <*  3I',  4)r  about  «iie  Inindred  and  thk-ty- 

*  See  J^rlkci**  Vvf^git  j|»ge  94.  Porthck  ac<KNnp;^nie4 
■pooi  in  (his  Toyage*  See  aHb  the  General  Chart  of  Coek*» 
|hree^i)]r«gM,'cailftraAted  hy  Lieuwnant  Rvhrtt, 
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three  leagues,  lefs  to  the  weftward,  and  i*  42'  or 
thirty-four  leagues,  lefs  to  the  northward,  than 
Cook's  firft  pofition;— 6"  lo',  or  ninety-five 
leagues,  more  to  the  weftward,  and  1"  a',  or 
twenty  leagues  and  two-thirds,  lefs  to  the  north- 
ward, than  the  fecond}— and  2"  48',  or  fifty-fix 
leagues,  lefs  to  the  weftward,  and  18',  or  fix 
leagues,  more  to  the  northward  than  that  of  Port- 
lock  ;  and  in  this  pofitio^  of  the  Solioe,  it 
was  remarked  that  moft  of  the  birds  which,  as  I 
have  before  Xaid,  belong  to  fpecies  that  fly  no  great 
way  from  land,  came  from  the  weflern  quarter. 
It  may  be  concluded  from  thefe  different  remarks, 
that,  if,  in  fa£t,  there  exift  in  this  extent  of  fea 
fome  land  yet  unknown,  it  muft  be  fiituated  be* 
tween  the  parallels  of  39°  and  44%  in  the  inter* 
vals  comprehended  either  between  160*  20',  and 
154*  30'  of  weft  longitude;  or  between  154'  30' 
and  151"  40'  J  or  between  151*  40'  and  145"  j  that 
is,  in  the  intervals  which  are  left  betweeniOooK's 
firft  track,  and  that  of  Poktlock,  the  latter  and 
that  of  Marchand,  this  laft  and  Cook's  fecond 
track  ;  perhaps  too  this  fuppofed  land  would  be 
met  with  to  the  weftward  of  all  thefe  tracks,  be* 
vond  the  60th  meridian  weft  from  Paris. 

The  annual  voyage  which  a  galleon  has  for  up- 
wards of  a  century  repeated  over  and  over  again 
from.  Manilla  to  Acapulco,  would  have  pro- 
cured certain  information  refpeftiog  the  objedt  of 
this  enquiry,  if,  every  year,  varying  h^r  route,  ihe 
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had  traverfed  different  parallels,    and    had  pro- 
ceeded higher  than  that  of  41%  in  order  to  afcer- 
tain  whether    there    do    not  exifl  fome    iflands 
which  might  afford  to  fhipping,  anchorages  in  cafe 
of  neceflity  or  accident.     But  as  it  would   have 
been  difficult  for  the  difcoveries  which  the   gal- 
leon might   have  made,   to  have  remained  eter- 
nally unknown  to  other  nations  ^   and  as  Spain, 
above  all  things,  dreaded  to  make  known  to  them 
iflands,  which,  from  their  fituation,  might  have 
afforded  a  retreat  to  privateers  belonging  to  the 
enemy  in  time  of  war,  and  a  (helter  to  fmugglers 
during  peace,  it  is  very  probable  that,  if  her  na- 
vigators  have  ever  difcovered  lands   in   the  fea 
where,  in  thefe  latter  times,  thofe  of  other  nations 
have  fufpe£led  fome,  (he  has  taken  care  to  confign 
them  again  to  the  oblivion  from  which  chance  had 
drawn  them,   and  has  adopted   certain  meafurcs 
that,  in  the  fequel,  her  (hips  might  not  make  any : 
in  fa«,  we  fee  that,  at  the  time  of  the  voyage  of 
Anson,  who,  in  1743,  made  himfelf  mafter  of 
the  Manilla  galleon  and  of  the  hydrographical 
chart  * .  which  ferved  for  directing  her  route,  that 
ihip  never  advanced  higher  than  the  latitude  of 
34**  o^  35°  north ;  and,  unlefs  circumftances  of 
wind  may  have  fometimes  carried  her  beyond  it, 
ihe  could  not  we|l  find  herfelf  ina  (ituation  to  meet 
vith  the  lands  of  which  the  voyages  of  Cook, 

*  Sei  a  copy  of  this  chart  in  the  account  of  ^nfon'i  Voyage. 
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PoRTLOCK,  and  March  and  prefent  us  the  indi- 
cations, and  which,  if  there  exifl  any,  mud  be 
iituated  in  a  latitude  little  diflferent  from  that 
of  41*  :  ftill  lefs  could  the  galleon  have  feen  them, 
if,  as  is  afferted  by  Commodore  Anson,  who  had 
had  an  opportunity  of  knowing,  the  thirtieth  pa- 
rellel  were  afligned  to  the  captain  of  the  ihip,  for 
the  northern  limit,  but  which  he  was  not  to  pafs 
except  in  cafe  of  being  compelled  to  it  by  a  fupe* 
rior  force;  therefore,  in  order  to  guard  more 
fafi'ly  againft  the  danger  of  the  galleon  making 
(bme  difcovery,  (he  was  placed  in  the  impoflibility 
of  making  ^y.  The  Spaniards,  frequently  raih, 
always  bold,  as  long  as  the  queftion  was  to  at- 
tempt difcov^ries  which  promifed  great  riches,  be- 
came myfterious  through  policy,  and  timid  through 
avarice,  asfoonas  they  had  acquired  the  treafures 
of  the  world ;  they  buried  their  difcoveries,  as  the 
mifer  buries  his  gold ;  and,  from  the  apprehenfion 
of  (baring  them,  they  preferred  not  to  enjoy 
them :  k^  near  two  centuries,  they  have  fufieret) 
other  nations  to  glean  in  the  field,  where  they  had 
been  the  firl(  to  reap  a  harveCl  ^n  a  favourable 
feafoQ. 

Captun  Marchand,  like  the  navigators  who 
had  preceded  him  in  thefe  feas,  (Iruck  with  the 
numerous  indications  of  land  which  (hewed  them- 
fdves  in  the  latkude  where  he  was  navigating,  like 
them  too  having  to  accomplifli  a  determined  ob- 
ject, regretted  his  inability  to  devote  himfelf  to  a 
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refearch  which  promifed  a  great  probability  of 
fuccefs  i  and  he  purfued  hi«  courfe  towards  the  coaft 
of  America. 

In  the  afternoon  of  the  29th,  in  latitude  42^  40', 
and  longitude  150^  40',  the  fca  being  perfedly 
fmooth,  the  yawl  was  detached  to  pick  up  on  the 
water  a  plant  which  appeared  to  belong  to  the 
family  of  the  fiici,  better  known  to  feamen  by  the 
name  of  /ca-wced,  and,  which,  at  a  diftance  the 
motion  that  was  given  to  it  by  fome  fifhes,  which 
were  round  about,  had  occafioned  to  be  taken  for 
a  turtle.  1  (hall  bring  into  one,  the  feparate  de- 
fcriptions  given  of  it  by  Captain  Chanal  and 
Surgeon  Rodlet. 

The  length  of  this  plant  was  thirteen  feet  and  a 
half,  according  to  the  one,  and  fourteen  feet,  ac- 
cording  to  the  other ;  and  its  circumference,  at  the 
thickeft  extremity,  was  fifteen  inches,  according  to 
the  former,  and  eighteen,  according  to  the  latter ; 
it  gradually  diminifhed  throughout  its  whole 
length,  was  reduced  to  about  one  inch  at  the 
other  extremity,  and  terminated  in  a  point.  The 
thick  end,  according  to  Captain  Chanal,  was 
fwelled  in  the  (hape  of  a  bottle  or  bladder.  Its 
flexible  ftem  had  the  form  of  a  hollow  bamboo, 
but  without  knots;  which  occafioned  it  to  be 
called  Jea-bamboo,  Its  exterior  furface,  which  was 
fmooth  and  even,  was,  from  one  end  to  the  other, 
covered  with  fmall  (hells  of  the  fpecies  of  mufdes, 
acoordiBg  to  the  former,  of  that  of  barnacles,  ac- 
cording 
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cording  to  the  latter,  which  were  attached  to  it  by 
pedicles  of  four,  five,  and  even  fix  inches  long : 
thefe  diaphanous  pedicles,  fays  Surgeon  Roblet, 
of  a  flefhy  and  elaftic  confidence,  refembled  glafs. 
tubes  filled  with  water,  and  had  their  tranfpa- 
rency  :  the  fummit  of  each  pedicle,  was  terminated 
by  a  hinged  fhell,  of  the  form  of  a  fi(h*s  head, 
compofed  oi  four  moveable  pieces^  united  by  a 
membrane,  which  pieces  contained  a  littk  animal 
•with  eight  feet.  Surgeon  Roblet,  to  whom  this 
laft  part  of  the  defcription  belongs,  fays  that  he  is 
ignorant  of  the  name  of  this  animal,  but  he  believes 
that  it  is  called  a  barnacle, 

I  think,  like  our  obferver,  that  the  fhell  is,  in 
faftj  a  barnacle  or  concha  anatifcra,  which,  in  Bri- 
tany,  is  called  bernache,  and  fometimes  bernicle; 
but  the  little  animal  with  eight  feet  feems  not  to 
be  the  natural  inhabitant  of  the  (hell :  is  it  an  in* 
trud^r  ?  One  of  thofe  femi-crudaceous  animals, 
known  by  the  name  of  Bernard  the  Hermit  or  the 
hermit*crab,  to  which  Nature  has  given  the  in- 
ftindt  of  taking  refuge  in  empty  fliells,  fometimes 
too  in  zoophiles,  or  in  other  bodies  that  it  finds 
fuitable  for  pfoteding  its  hind  ffart,  which  is  not 
covered  with  fcales,  from  every  thing  that  might 
injure  it ;  while  its  fore  part,  fomewhat  like  that  of 
the  locujla  marina^  and  furniflied  with  ten  fccf, 
iiTues  from  the  fhell  in  order  to  feize  on  the 
infeds  which  pafs  within  its  reach  ?  Surgeon 
Roblet  counted  only    eight  feet  on   the  little 
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anirrals  which  he  faw  in  his  barnacles;  but  it 
might  be  fuppofed  that  two  others  remained 
concealed  in  the  (hell:  befides,  there  may  and 
muft  be  varieties  in  the  fpecies ;  it  would,  how- 
ever, be  extremely  Angular  if  each  of  the  fliells, 
which  adhered  to  the  plant  by  fo  many  pedicles, 
were  inhabited  by  a  hermit  crab.  On  comparing 
the  fhell-fiih  which  Surgeon  Roblet  obferved 
and  defcribed,  with  that  to  which  naturaliils  have 

given  the  name  of  barnacle,  we  find  the  greateft 
refemblance,  between  (hell  and  fhell,  as  well  from 
the  ihape  and  ilrudure,  as  in  the  pedicle,  but  this 
is  no  longer  to  be  found  between  animal  and 
animal. 

According  to  Needham,  the  barnack,  that  very 
fmgular  fhelUfifh,  has  three  different  parts ;  namely, 
the  pedicle  which  ferves  as  a  fupport  to  the  (hell- 
fi(h,  the  (hell,  and  the  animal  which  it  contains. 
It  is  by  one  of  the  extremities  of  the  pedicle, 
more  or  lefs  long,  more  or  lefs  broad,  that  the  bar- 
nacle adheres  to  rocks,  to  ihips,  and  to  other 
foreign  bodies.  At  the  upper  part  of  the  pedicle, 
is  the  fhell,  compofed  of  five  pieces  or  valves, 
nearly  triangular  (and  this  is  what  Surgeon  Rob- 
let  means  to  indicate,  no  doubt,  by  faying  that 
it  has  the  iliape  of  a  fifli's  head)  ;  they  are  clofely 
united  by  ^  thin  pedicle  which  clothes  the  interior 
fuiface :  the  play  which  this  pedicle  leaves  to  the 
l^kces^  permits  them,  however,  to  fpread  and  clofe 
in  a  /mall  degree*    The  body  of  the  animal  which 
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inhabits  th!s  fliell,  is  fomewhat  lih  afmall  v^Jler  / 
Its  head  appears  fumifhed  with  a  fort  of  tuft  made 
in  the  form  of  a  pledget ;  this  is  the  affemblage  of 
about  twenty  little  horns  or  tentacula,  which,  feen 
through  the  microfcope,  appear  fimbriated ;  when 
the  animal  agitates  them,  they  form  irregular 
bends  one  within  another;  by  agitating  them, 
either  without  or  within  its  fhell,  it  frrms  in  the 
water  a  little  current ;  and,  by  this  mean,  it 
draws,  as  into  a  whirlpool,  the  animalcula  on 
which  it  fubfifts.  The  head,  thickly  befet  with 
thefe  forts  of  horns,  can  iifue  out  of  the  fhell  and 
return  within  it  *. 

It  therefore  appears  that  the  fpecies  of  barnacle, 
which  Surgeon  Robl£T  obferved,  is  inhabited  by 
an  animal  different  from  that  of  the  barnacle 
which  naturalifls  have  delcribed;  for  I  do  not 
fuppofe  that  he  would  have  given  the  name  of 
feet  to  thofe  little  tentacula  or  fimbriated  horns,  and 
have  reckoned  but  eight  if  they  were  to  the  num- 
ber of*  tVDenty :  befides,  the  a^er  is  fo  generally 
known,  tha^  if  the  animal,  contained  in  the  fhell 
which  he  examined,  had  refembled  an  oyfler,  h^. 
would  not  have  £uled  to  make  mention  of  this 
refemblance. 

I  am  of  opinbn  that  it  is  to  the  plant  of  which 
our  voyagers  have  given  a  defcription,  that  the 
editor  of   the    account  of  Anson's  voyage  hat 

*  See  BomareV  D'tB.  ifHift.  Nat,  at  the  words  Cw^ut 
Antittjere  and  Bernard  PHermie. 
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given  the  name  oli  fea-leek^  of  which  it  has  nearl/ 
the  form  and  figure  amplified  \  and  this  is  the 
name  too  which  has  been  given  to  it  by  Captahi 
Cook,  who  faw  fimilar  plants,  nearly  in  the  fame 
latitude  where  Captain  Marchand  met  with  it  f 
but  neither  of  the  Engliih  navigators  has  given  of 
it  a  detailed  defcription. 

Captain  Marchand  took  advantage  of  the 
calm  which  prevailed  on  the  29th  to  fcrub  the 
flup's  bottom  between  wind  and  water,  where,  not- 
withftanding  the  copper  iheathing,  the  mols  had 
adhered,  and  mufl,  from  its  rcfiftance,  have  im« 
peded  the  veflel's  failing.  The  fpare  fails  were  got 
on  deck  to  be  examined;  the  fail-makers  were 
employed  in  repairing  fome  which  the  rats  ha4 
damaged,  and  the  (hip's  company  were  engaged  la 
the  diflferent  labours  which  require  (lillnefs  and 
Idfiire,  and  charm  the  idlenefs  of  thefailor  and  the 
tirefomenefs  ever  infeparable  from  a  calm. 

This  fame  day  in  the  afternoon,  was  feen  a 
vhale,  and  this  was  the  firfl  which  had  been 
perceived  (ince  the  Soltoe  was  fleering  to  get  into 
the  high  latitudes :  (he  had,  as  \  have  before  faid, 
then  arrived  between  the  parallels  of  4.3"  and  43'. 

The  next  day,  and  the  folipwing  days,  were  feen 
other  whales  and  fome  fea*foamboos ;  at  the  fame 
time  was  feen  an  innumerable  quantity  of  terns» 
petreU,  quebranta-kue/ot,  florm^birds,  and  other 
fea-fowl,  of  various  fpecies ;  largp  pieces  of  drift* 
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wood  were  very  frequently  met  with ;  every  thing 
announced  that,  ere  long,  land  would  be  perceived ; 
and  the  refult  of  the  obfervations  for  the  longitude 
left  little  doubt  of  it. 

The  feafon  was  too  far  advanced  in  the  northern 
hemifphere,  for  Captain  Marchand  to  think  it 
proper  to  proceed  to  the  parts  of  the  north- west 
coaft  of  America,  fituated  towards  the  fixtieth 
parallel,  fuch  as  Prince  William's  Sound,  and 
Cook's  River  j  he  had  refolved  to  make  the  land 

about  Cape  del  Engano,  remarkable  from  Mount 
San- Jacinto  *  which  commands  it,  and  to  begin 
his  traffic  for  furs  in  Norfolk  Sound,  thus  named 
by  Captain  Dixon,  and  which  mull  be  the  Baya 
T)E  Guadalupa  of  the  Spaniards.  From  the 
obfervations  of  Captain  Cook,  Lieutenant  King, 
and  the  aftronomer  Bayly,  in  the  Voyage  for 
making  Difcoveries  in  the  Northern  Hemifphere  ]^ 
Cape  DEL  Engano,  under  the  name  of  Cape 
Edc^cumbe,  is  fituated  in  57*  4'  30"  latitude 
north,  and  138"  15'  45"  longitude  weft  from 
Paris. 


Ontf 


•  In  1778,  Captain  Cook  impofed  on  Capo  del  Engano  and 
on  Monte  San  jfacintOi  the  names  of  Cafe  Edgecumbe  and  Moutf 
Edgecimle.  What  would  geography  gain  by  this  change  of 
name  ?  What  would  the  immortal  Cook  gain  by  it  ? 

\  Sec  The  Original  /f/lronomlcal  Obfervations  made  In  a  Voyag( 
t'itoardt  the  Northern  Pacific  Octant  &c.    I3y  W.  Bayly,  page 

349-  .  • 

On 
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On  the  ^th  of  Auguft^  at  noon,  Captain  Mar- 
chakd  concluded  from  his  own  obfervations  and 
thofe  of  Captain  Chanal,  that  the  (hip  was 
arrived  at  the  latitude  of  57**  20',  and  that  her  lon- 
gitude mud  be  i39<'  56':  the  determination  of 
this  longitude  was  the  refult  of  the  dead  reckoning 
applied  to  the  obfervations  of  the  moon's  diftance 
from  the  fun  made  in  the  courfe  of  the  day  of  the 
5th,  and  reduced  to  the  noon  of  that  day  *.  If  this 
determination  were  exad,  our  navigators  were,  be- 
fore night,  to  be  in  fight  of  land :  they  fleered  the 
courfe  which  this  podtion  indicated ;  and,  at  half 
pad  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  the 
iirfl:  view  of  the  coafl  of  America. 

At  fix  o'clock,  they  difcovered  Cape  del  £n- 
OANO,  which  bore  eaft  190  30'  fouth,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  thirteen  or  fourteen  leagues.  The  fhip 
was  therefore  more  to  the  northward  than  the  cape 
by  13'  30",  and  more  to  the  weftward  by  1* 

10'  45". 

On  applying  this  latter  difference  to  the  longi- 
tude of  Cape  DEL  Engano,  we  find  that  that  of  th« 
ihip  ought,  at  the  moment  of  taking  the  bearing, 
to  have  been  139"  26'  33";  but,  according  to  the 
dead  reckoning  deduced  from  the  refult  of  the 
obfervations  of  the  5th,  it  was  139"  2y'  ^o"\i 
thus  the  error  in  the  land-^U  was  only  53",  or 
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*  See  Note  XXXVIII.        f  See  Note  XXXIX. 
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about  half  a  mile,  which  the  fhip  was  fuppofcd  to 
be  too  much  to  the  weftward.  This  aftonifliing  pre* 
cifion  could  not  have  taken  place,  if,  in  the  in* 
terval  from  the  obfervations  of  the  5th  to  the 
bearing  of  the  7th,  the  currents  had  had  an  in- 
fluence on  the  Solide's  courfe  in  the  direftion 
of  the  longitude  *,  but  their  action  was  dire£ted  in  a 
ftraight  line  to  the  northward,  and  it  had  produced 
on  the  progrefs  in  latitude,  in  the  fame  interval,  an 
error  of  26',  or  twenty-fix  miles,  which  the  ob- 
fervation  of  the  fun's  meridian  ahitude  had  cor- 
re^ed. 

The  error  of  the  longitude  which  the  reckoning 
indicated  on  making  the  land,  according  to  the 
calculation  of  the  Ihip's  run,  deduced  from  the 
longitude  of  the  Bay  of  La  Madre  de  Dios,  was 
only  !•  25',  or  fifteen  leagues  one  third,  which 
ihe  was  more  to  the  weftward  than  the  true  Ion. 
gitude.  But  this  corre£tn%fs;  a^  may  be  feen  in 
the  Notes  *,  is  due  only  to  chance  :  errors  ahead, 
counterbalanced  a  part  of  the  errors  e^em. 
j>  Had  the  Solide  been  favoured  by  the  winds  in 
this  run,  the  length  of  which  was  forty-dght  days, 
ihe  might  have  terminated  it  in  forty*one  or  forty- 
two  :  for  it  appears  that  the  longitude  of  the 
point  of  departure,  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
that  of  the  point  arrived  at,  on  the  7th  of  An- 
guft,  differ  from  each  OiUer  only  about  2  degrees, 


♦  5«  Note  XXXIX. 
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the  latter  of  which  is  lefs  weftcrly  than  the  for- 
mer ;  the  paiTage  on  a  courfe  which  would  have 
deviated  little  from  the  direflion  of  a  meridian, 
would  have  been  only  about  thirteen  hundred 
leagues  inftead  of  fifteen  hundred,  which  (he  was 
forced  to  run,  becaufe  having  been  carried  as 
far  as]  13^  to  the  weflward  of  the  meridian  of  her 
point  of  departure,  (he  was  under  the  neceflity  of 
making  amends  for  this  ufelefs  progrefs,  and  re- 
gaining 3*  of  eafting,  in  order  to  get  under  the  me- 
ridian of  the  point  whence  fhe  might  get  fight  of 
the  NORTH'WEST  coaft  of  America,  where  it  was 
intended  to  touch. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  run,  the  currents  conftantly 
fet  to  the  Northward  and  Wejiward :  the  difFereAces 
to  the  Southward  and  Eajhuard  were  as  uncom- 
mon as  inconfiderable.  In  taking  a  mean  term,  we 
may  e(Umate  tl)e  effect  of  the  movement  of  the  war 
ters  during  the  forty-eight  days  employed  in  this 
run,  at  two  leagues  one-tenth  in  twenty- four  hours 
in  the  direction  of  north  30**  weft. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  the  Solide  had  ar* 
lived  in  fight  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
niQA :  but  a  cabn,  tirefome  from  its  length,  de- 
tuned the  fhip  off  the  Baya  de  Guadalupa, 
where  it  was  propoled  to  anchor :  fomctimes,  the 
tsdl  of  a  fea-breeze  brought  her  to  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  \  and  on  a  fudden,  the  ceffation  of  this 
breeze,  or  a  land-breeze  which  fprang  up,  obliged 
her  to  ftand  to  the  offing.     This  fituation  was 
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not  unlike  the  punifliment  of  Tantalus  ;  and 
the  convenience  of  examining  at  their  eafe  the 
ihores  on  which  they  wiflied  to  land,  could  not 
compenfate  our  navigators  for  the  difappointments, 
inceiTantly  reviving,  which  oppofed  their  reaching 
their  deftination.  They  faw  before  them  very  lofty 
mountains }  and  on  the  fnow  that  covered  them, 
were  delineated  the  green-trees  with  which  they  are 
clad  to  their  very  fummits.  The  bafe  which  bears 
thefe  mountains,  and  the  fmall  hills  which,  at 
certain  didances,  command  it,  clothed  with  ver. 
dure,  agreeably  fix  the  fight,  when  the  eye,  after 
having,  in  following  the  declivity  of  the  fnow, 
raifed  itfclf  to  the  height  of  the  clouds,  fmks  and 
repofes  on  thofe  groun4s  where  ancient  forefts  of 
firs,  pines,  and  other  tall  trees,  grow  ^d  rife  on 
the  ruins  of  thofe  which  time  has  reduced  to  duft. 
A  mild  temperature,  a  ferene  iky,  and  a  pure  air, 
permitted  them,  for  five  days,  to  contemplate,  quite 
at  their  leifure,  thefe  produftions  of  wild  Nature, 
abandoned  to  her  energy  alone ;  it  was  not  till 
the  morning  of  the  12th,  that  it  was  at  length  pofTi. 
ble  to  reach  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa,  and  that  the 
ihip  could  drop  anchor  there  after  two  hundred 
and  forty-two  days  navigation  from  the  time  of 
her  departure  from  France,  of  which  ten  only 
bad  been  fpent  at  anchor,  as  well  in  the  Bay 
of  La  Praya,  as  in  that  of  La  Madre  de  Digs. 
If  we  confult  the  log-book,  or  if  we  meafure  on 
the  chart  the  diftance  which  the  fhip  ran  on  the 
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globe,  from  her  departure  from  Marseilles  till 
her  arrival  on  the  north-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, we  find  that  fhe  made  five  thoufand  eight 
hundred  marine  leagues,  which  are  equivalent  to 
upwards  of  four*fifths  of  the  circumference  of  a 
great  circle  of  the  earth  ;  and  that  her  mean  rate 
of  failing,  during  this  part  of  the  voyage,  was  twen- 
ty*five  leagues  in  twenty-four  hours. 

Till  now  the  fcurvy  had  not  manifefled  itfelf  on 
board  the  Solid.e  ;  one  man  only  appeared  to  be 
attacked  by  it ;  but  the  attack  was  fo  flight,  that 
he  had  not  once  been  prevented  from  doing  his 
duty,  by  night  as  well  as  by  day.  Our  voyagers 
had'  not  experienced  any  of  the  fcourges  which, 
in  early  times,  made  Europb  pay  fo  dear  for  the 
difcovery  of  the  New  World,  and  juflly  caufed  to 
be  confidered  as  deIlru£Uve  to  the  human  fpecies 
the  bold  voyages  to  which  we  were  indebted  for 
our  firfl:  knowledge  of  the  Great  Ocean,  and 
of  thofe  iflands  fcattered  or  affembled  in  groups, 
of  whofe  number  and  origin  we  are  flill  ignorant. 
But  Surgeon  Roblet  obferves,  thst  never  did 
officers  intereft  themfelves  with  greater  zeal  for  the 
prefervation  of  a  fhip's  company,  than  thofe  of  the 
SoLiDE ;  that  never  did  any  fuperintend  with  a 
more  fcrupulous  and  more  perfevering  attention, 
the  wholefomenefs  of  a  fhip,  the  cleanlinefs  of  the 
failors,  and  the  good  quality  of  the  provifions. 
To  this  unremitting  care,  was  added  the  frequent 
ufe  pf  various  refrefliments,  and  anti-fcorbutics, 

T  4  -   fuch 


r'<i';!p 


iiN; 


s8o  marchand's  voyaoi.       [Attguft  1791, 

fuch  as  cabbages,  carrots,  turnips,  celery,  forrel, 
and  other  vegetables,  pickled  or  preferved  in  vt- 
negar.  Water  for  drinking  never  ceafed  to  be 
ferved  out  at  difcretiou ;  and,  independently  of  the 
drinks  in  life  at  fea,  almoft  every  day  was  diftri. 
buted  another  beverage  made  of  fermented  wort 
and  fugar,  which  an  acidulous  tade  renders  agree* 
able  to  feamen,  and  the  excellent  effedts  of  which 
the  experience  of  the  long  voyages  of  Cook  and 
La  P^rouse  had  already  pnz/ed.  The  good 
health  of  the  crew  rewarded  the  officers  and  the 
owners  of  the  Solide  ;  the  former,  for  their  pa- 
ternal and  conftant  pains  to  maintain  this  good 
fiate,  and  the  latter,  for  the  expenfes  which  they 
had  generoufly  increafed,  without  confulting 
their  own  intereft,  m  order  to  fupply  their  fliip 
with  all  the  k^own  prefervatives  that  might  concur 
to  prevent  difeafe. 
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CHAPTER    IV. 

The  SoUde  put  into  Dixon's  Norfolk  Sound, 
which  is,  the  Baya  de  Guadalupa  of  the  Spani^ 
ards, — Tranfa£lions  and  evientt  during  hirjiay  in 
this  bay,  called  by  the  natives  Tchinkitanay.— 
Traffic  for  furs,'-~'De/cription  of  the  bay  and  its 
fitvirons.—'Terre/iriaiprodu^ions,  and  animals,'^ 
Pefcription  of  the  natives  and  their  dre^s,'^ 
Populatien  of  the  bay^-^Its  inhabitants  are  ac" 
quainted  with  iron  and  copper.^-'Their  arts,  their 
indufiry,  their  weapons,  their  toM,  their  canoes^ 
their  habitations,  iic.-^They  appear  to  bavefhme 
idea  of  a  Supreme  Being.^—What  epinion  may  b$ 
formed  of  their  government. — Their  JXill  in  barter, 
—Their  tajle  for  ftngtng* — Their  manners,  their 
cujioms,  their  charader.—VoaAulary  of  the  Ian* 
guage  of  Tchinkitaoay. 

BEFORE  he  ftood  into  the  bay  where  he  intended 
to  begin  his  traffic  for  ^rs.  Captain  ]M[ar- 
CHANO  had  judged  that  it  was  prudent  to  caufe 
the  entrance  to  be  vifited  and  to  reconnoitre  the 
parts  of  the  coaft  where  it  might  be  hoped  that 
the  bottom  would  a£ford  good  anchorage.  Cap- 
tain Chanal  had  been  charged  with  this  duty, 
ia  which  he  was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  In. 
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riRNET  and  the  firfl  Surgeon  Roblet  ;  and  he 
had  taken  the  bearings  and  foundings  of  the  bay. 
At  the  diflance  of  about  four  miles  to  the  north< 
north*ea(l  of  the  cape  which  terminates  to  the 
fouthward  the  wefl:  coafl,  and  which  Captain 
Dixon  called  White's  Point,  from  the  name  of 
one  of  his  officers,  he  had  found  a  cove  which  af< 
forded,  at  once,  a  good  anchorage,  an  eafy  land- 
ing, a  rivulet  of  excellent  water,  and  a  conve- 
nient watering-place ;  but  he  had  neither  perceived 
inhabitants  nor  habitations  >  he  had  only  difcovered, 
m  the  environs  of  the  cove,  fome  figns  which  an* 
nounced  that  the  natives  fometimes  formed  there 
temporary  eftabliflim^nts.  Captain  Marchand 
was  on  the  point  of  relinquiihing  his  proje£t  of 
carrying  the  (hip  into  the  bay,  and  was  already 
taken  up  with  the  idea  of  (landing  to  fome  place 
more  to  the  fouthward,  when  fome  canoes,  which 
bad  come  from  the  eaflern  parts  to  meet  the 
SoLipiE,  no  longer  left  any  doubt  that  the  bay  was 
inhabited*.  The  natives, who  were  in  them  fold 
a  few  bear-fkins,  and  a  young  fea-otter  recently 
lulled  :  and  on  the  affurance  which  they  gave  not 
to  delay  bringing  furs  of  every  fort,  the  fliip  had 
been  taken  to  the  anchorage  which  had  been  ex- 

r*  The  Editor  of  L'lxon's  Journal  mentions  that  the  firll 
American  canoe  that  came  on  board,  hoifted  at  the  cxtrcmity 
iof  along  pole  a  tuft  of  white  feathersi  which,  at  a  diflance,  ha.1 
ibeen  taken  for  a  white  flag;  he  imderdood  this  to  be  an 
leniblem  of  peace  and  frieadftiip.     {Dixon's  Voynet;  page  180.) 
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amint  h  \The  cove  in  which  the  anchor  had  beea 
dropped,  is  fituated  on  the  fouthern  coaft  of  Pitt's 
Ifland*,  which  forms,  on  the  north-wefl  fide, 
Dixon's  Norfolk  Sound,  to  which  the  natives 
give  the  name  of  TchinkitAnay. 

The  Americans  were  faithful  to  their  promife  ; 
and  they  proved  that,  if  the  Europeans  fet  fo  great 
a  value  on  furs,  that  they  go  round  the  world  in 
order  to  (hare  thefe  with  them,  they  themfelves 
ihew  no  lefs  eagemefs  to  ejcchange  their  fuper- 
iluous  (kins  for  the  commodities  of  Europe,  with 
the  ufe  and  convenience  of  which  they  have  been 
made  acquainted.     Scarcely  did  the  day  begin  to 
dawn,  when  there  was  feen  coming  a  flotilla  of  fif- 
teen canoes,  containing  about  a  hundred  and  thirty 
*0r  a  hundred  and  forty  Americans,  mf^i,  women, 
9nd  children*    They  arrived  Hnging ;  and  it  was 
^fcertained,  in  the  fequel,  that  it  is  among  them  a 
conflant  cuflom,  to  begin  and  terminate  by  Tinging, 
their  commercial  tranfaftions  with  ftrangers.^The 
number   of  natives,   which    was  confiderable  in 
comparifon  with  that  of  the  (hip's  company,  and 
the  knowledge  which  Captain  Marchand,  from 
the  account  of  voyagers,   had  of  the  propenfity 
of  thefe  Americans  to  theft,  and  of  their  fmgular 
addrefs  in  concealing  all  that  they  can  lay  hold  of 
unperceived,  determined  him  not  to  permit  them 
to  come  on  board :  the  traiHc  began  between  the 

*  Sec  ill  the  Introduction  Poriioci*»  Voyage  in  1786-7. 
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Sol  IDE's  boat»  and  the  American  canoes.  The 
market  was  well  fupplied  with  various  kinds  of 
furs :  feveral  otter-fldns  of  all  qualities,  and  other 
furs  of  lefs  value,  were  purchafed.f  The  articles 
I  which  the  natives  preferred  in  exchange,  were  ba- 
j  fins,  and  efpecially  tKofe  made  of  copper,  fl:ew< 
(pans,  tin  fauce>pans,  iron  pots,  daggers,  lances, 
jhalberts,  pikes,  and  fabres :  they  fet  little  value  ou 
hatchets,  faws,  two-handled  knives,  hammers, 
naib,  and  other  tools  .or  inilrun^ents.  But  our 
voyagers  were  ignorant  that  the  articles  which,  in 
trafficing  with  them,  obtain  the  greateft  &vour,  are 
European  clothes  of  different  ibrts :  none  <^  tbefe 
bad  be^  provided  for  trade ;  recourfe  was  bad  to 
thofe  which  had  been  referved  for  the  wants  of 
the  crew ;  and  the  fort  of  goods  for  which  the 
clothes  were  exchanged,  might  difpel  all  uneafmefs 
as  to  the  circumftance  that  nature  and  the  duradon 
of  the  voyage  would  fubjed  the  people  to  the  ne* 
ceffity  of  wearing  warm  clothing.  Clothes  were  the 
only  efiie£ts  for  which  h  was  poffible  to  obtain  the 
beautiful  otter-ikins  of  the  firft  quality.  Small 
knives,  coloured  glals-beads,  rings  and  metal  but- 
tons, and  all  thofe  European  toys,  after  which, 
ia  general,  the  iflanders  of  the  Great  Ocean 
appear  fo  anxious,  were  hardly  accepted  as  a  free 
gift,  or  by  way  of  clofiag  a  bargain ;  for  thecuflom 
c^  tbe  natives  of  this  part  of  the  coaft  is  to  conr 
dude  no  «*xchange,  without  requiring  a  prefent, 
which  they  call  Stok,;  it  will  be  feen  that  they  begin 
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to  be  europeamfed.    They  are  already  partly  drefled 
in  the  European  falhion ;  moil  of  them  had  cloth 
jackets,  kerfey  trowfers,  ihirts,  and  in  the  num- 
ber of  the  efieds  which  compofe  their  moveable 
:property,    were  difcovered  little  boxes  made  to 
jlock,  and  various  articles  which  they  could  not 
(have  received  but  from  the  inhabitants  of  the  Old 
>,  World, .  whofe  vifit    had    preceded  that  of  the 
French. )  Almolt  all  the  garments  were  of  Englifh 
manufacture ;  but  there  was  reafon   to  prefume 
that  fome  veflel  belonging  to  the  United  States 
might  likewife  have  traded  in  TchinkitAnay  Bay 
or  in  its  vicinity,  becaufe  there  were  recognized 
two  copper  coins  of  the  province  of  MassachU' 
SETTS  which  a  young  man  wore  as  ear^pendants. 
The  natives  with  whopi  the  traffic  was  carried 
onfoon  gave  the  French  to  underiland  that  the 
ftrangers  who  had  preceded  them  in  the  <bay  paid 
very  liberally ;  and  it  was  no  difficult  matter  to 
perceive  it ;  for,  on  offering  them  together  three  or 
four  of  the  principal  articles  of  traSc,  they  were 
fcarecly  fatisfied  when  the  queftion  was  to  barter  a 
ikin  of  the  firft  quality.    They  examined  with  the 
moft  fctupulous  attention,  turned  about  in  every 
way,  all  that  was  prefented  to  th«m,  and^hey 
knew  very  well  how  to  difcover  defeds  and  point 
tbem  out :  on  the  other  hand,  they  employed  art 
and  cunning  in  fetting  off  their  mercharidife;>«nd 
it  may  be  faid,  that,  in  refpeft  to  intereft  and 
tra^c,  they  have  already  made  great  flrides  in  civi- 
lization. 
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lization,  and  that  the  modern  Hebre^vs  would,  pei'<« 
haps,  have  little  to  teach  them. 

The  Americans  went  on  fliore  at  one  o'clock  m 
the  afternoon,  and  promifed  to  return  the  fol" 
lowing  day.  In  the  courfe  of  the  morning,  our 
traders  had  procured  upwards  of  two  hundred 
furs,  moft  of  them  otter  and  bear  fkins ;  but  of 
thefe  could  be  reckoned  but  a  fmall  number  of 
the  prime  fort ;  the  remainder  conflfted  of  fkins 
of  cub  otters,  or  of  ikins  cut  in  flips  which  had 
already  been  worn  as  clothing. 

Captains  Marc  hand  and  Chanal  and  others 
of  the  principal  officers  went  on  fliore  in  the  after- 
noon. They  had  ordered  the  boat's  crew  to  take 
fome  arms ;  but  there  was  no  neceflity  for  making 
tife  of  them ;  the  behaviour  of  the  natives  was 
peaceable  and  friendly :  they  even  fliewed  them- 
felves  officious,  and  affifled  the  failors  in  filling  a 
few  cafks  with  water :  it  was  not,  it  is  true,  with* 
otit  having  previoufly  flipulated  for  the  remunera- 
tion which  fhould  be  made  to  them ;  but  the  price 
of  their  labour  was  only  a  few  metal  rings.  Cap- 
tain Marchand  and  his  party  vifited  the  fettle- 
ments  on  the  wed  coaft  which  the  natives  appear 
never  to  occupy  for  a  conflancy,  but  merely 
during  the  flay  which  the  trading  ihips  make  in 
their  bay,  and  at  the  time  when  they  are  engaged 
in  fifliing  for  their  winter  flock.  As  they  carry 
with  them  all  their  moveable  property,  their  lances, 
their    darts,    their    fifliing-harpoons,    and    their 

6  cooking 
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cooking  uteniils ;    they    can   fettle,   for  a  time^ 
wherever  any  motive  determines  them  to  make  a 
halt.     One  of  thefe  temporary  refidences  which 
the  French  vifited,  and  which  was  fixed  at  the  en* 
trance  of  a  wood,  confifted  of  a  hut  built  with  a 
few  flakes  driven  into   the  ground.      The  upper 
end  of  thefe  (lakes,  fometimes  replaced  by  war- 
lances,  fupports  branches  of  trees,  dry  or  green, 
laid  acrofs,  interwoven  fo  as  to  leave  no  opening  in 
the   middle  of  the  roof,  and  covered  with  tanned 
ikins  and  fir-bark  ftripped  off  in  large  pieces  :  this 
paltry  flied  is    fcarcely  fufScient  to  fhelter  them 
from  the  rain.     The  fire  is  put  in  the  middle, 
and  fometimes  on  the  outfide  of  the  hut  j   and  the 
pots,  which  had  been  fold  to  them  in  the  morning, 
were  already  feen  in  ufe.     Each  family  occupies 
one  of  thefe  retreats  ;  but  if  the  rain  be  too  abun- 
dant and  the  wind  too  (harp  *,  two  huts  are  fet 
back  to  back,  and  the  fire  is  placed  in  the  middle 
of  the  fpace  which  they  occupy. 

Captain  Marchand,  before  he  flepped  into 
his  boat,  prppofed  to  one  of  the  Americans  to  take 
him  on  board  his  (hip ;  they  all  confented,  but  on 
condition  that  one  of  the  French  (hould  be  left  on 
Ihore ;  and  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  they  manifeft 
no  lefs  prudence  and  finelTe  in  their  political  con- 
dud,  than  they  had  difplayed  in  their  concerns  in 
trade :  with  payments  received  in  hand  and  holl- 
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ages,  neither  perfons  nor  property  can  be  expofed. 
They  and  the  French  did  not  part  without  {hew- 
ing each  other  reciprocal  marks  of  fricndfirip ;  and 
^he  Americans  gave  the  latter  to  underftand,  that 
if  they  could  be  certain  thic  the  fliip  would  ftay 
ten  days  in  the  bay,  they  would  go  and  hunt  in 
the  interior  of  the  country,  and  thence  bring 
back  more  furs  of  every  fpedes  than  their  vifiterg 
would  wifh  to  purchafe.  ' 

The  fame  natives  with  whom  the  French  had 
traded  on  the  13th,  came  on  board  the  ihip  on  the 
14th.  The  market  was  not  fo  well  fupplied  as  it 
had  been  on  the  preceding  day :  however,  a  few 
prime  otter-{kins,  and  feveral  others  of  lefs  value 
were  purchafed.  When  the  traffic  was  over,  the 
greater  part  of  the  canoes  returned  to  the  eaft 
coafl:,  whence  they  had  been  obferved  to  come 
when  the  fhip  appeared  at  the  entrance  of  the 
bay :  thofe  by  vi'hom  they  were  navigated,  on 
taking  leave  of  the  French,  aflured  them  that 
they  *wouId  fpeedily  return  with  a  frefli  (lock  of 
furs:  it  is  highly  probable  that  they  ivere  going 
to  traffic  for  them  among  their  neighbours,  with 
part  of  the  European  commodities  which  they  had 
received  as  the  price  of  the  former ;  and,  no  doubt* 
they  fully  intended  to  make  the  grangers  pay 
dearly  for  brokerage  and  commiflion. 

The' traffic  continued  the  following  days :  a  few 
canoes  came  from  the  coaft  of  Pitt*s  liland,  off 
which  the  fhip  was  at  anchor ;  others,  from  the 
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eaft  coaft  or  the  main  land":  both  were  conduced 
by  the  fame  men  with  whom  the  French  had  al-   ' 
ready  traded :  on  this  occafion  they  obtained  feveral 
furs,  among  which  were  fome  fine  ot^er-lkins  that 
appeared  to  be  thofe   of  animals   very  recently 
killed.      The  furriers  embarked  in  the  Solids 
were  employed  in  e^camining  all  the  ^ins,  in  beat- 
ing them  in  order  to  free  them  of  duft  and  ver- 
min, and  in  dreHing  thofe  which  were  ftill  freih, 
fo  as  to  infure   their  prefervation  till   the  (hip*s 
arrival  in  China.    In  the  mean  time,  parties  were 
fent  on  fliore  to  cut  wood,  and  fill  water,  and  all 
the  preparations  for  failing  were  made ;   while,  in 
repeated  excurfions,  our   voyagers  acquired  re- 
fpeding  the  country  and  the  race  of  men  who 
inhabit  it,  all  the  knowledge  which  the  difficulty 
of  making  themfelves  underflood  by  the  natives, 
and  the  obligation,  dilated  by  a  regard  for  their 
own  fafety,  of  not  going  too  far  from  the  coaft,  al- 
lowed them  to  procure.     As  foon  as  the  Ameri- 
cans perceived  that  the  ihip  was  preparing  to  quit 
the  bay,  they  difplayed  all   that  they  had  left  for 
fal^i    but  the  certainty  of  her  approaching  de- 
parture could  not  induce    them  to   lower  their 
piice ;  there  reigned  among  them  an  underftanding. 
th(|t  proves  either  a  great  habit  in  barter,  or  a  fin- 
gular  intelligence,  which,  with  them,  fupplies  the 
place  of  a  long  pradice  in  commerce  :  their  obfti- 
nacy  in  not  reducing  their  pretenfions,  was  fucha 
that  fome  of  them  were  feen  remaining  conftantly 
VO]^.  J,  V  for 
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for  two  days  together  round  the  fhip,  with  furs 
which  they  in  the  end  carried  on  fhore  again,  be- 
caufe  their  vifiters  refufed  to  give  the  exorbitant 
price  which  they  had  not  been  afhamcd  to  demand 
for  them. 

Captsun  Marchand,  on  comparing  the  quan- 
tity of  furs  which  he  had  pfocXired  in  Tchinki- 
Tanay  Bay,  with  that  which  Captain  Dixon  had 
obtained  there,  in  1787,  found  that,  without  hav- 
ing had  equal  fuccefs,  he  had  no  reafon  to  regret 
the  time  which  he  had  fpent  at  this  anchorage :  he 
judged  that  he  had  exhaufted  all  that  the  bay  could 
furnifli,  and  that  a  longer  (lay  would  not  procure 
an  increafe  of  profit  which  could  compenfate  for 
the  daily  expenfe  of  the  fhip. 

He  had  purchafed : 

100  prime  otter-fklns,  the  greater  part  raw  or  half 

drefTed ; 
«50  cub  otter-fldns  of  a  light  colour ; 
56  whole  bear-fkins  and  13  half  (kins ; 
A  confiderable  quantity   of  ctter-fkins   cut   into 

ftrips,  of  an  inferior  quality,   the  greater  part 

of  them  much  worn,  which  might  be  eftimate4 

at  150  (kins; 
37  feal-lkins ; 

60  fkins  of  beavers,  racoons,  and  other  animals ; 
A  bag  containing  a  few  fquirrel-fkins  and  feveral 

otters*  tails ; 
A  carpet  of  marmot  or  mountain-rat  Ikins. 
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Another  carpet  compofed  partly  of  marmot-fkins, 

partly  of  bear-ikins. 

The  Journal  of  Dixon*s  voyage,  the  only  one 
that  we  know  of  till  this  day,  in  which  mention  is 
made  of  Tchinkitanay  Bay  under  the  name  of 
Norfolk  Sound,  enters  not  into  great  details  re- 
fpefting  the  country  and  the  inhabitants  j  but  that 
of  Captain  Chanal  fupplies  this  deficiency  to  ad- 
vantage. 

Although  the  tribes  difleminated  over  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  prcfcnt  them- 
felves  with  appearances  which  announce  a  great 
affinity  between  them,  although  we  have  already 
received  from  Captain  Cook  notions  tolerably  ex- 
tenfive  concerning  a  race  of  men  till  then  un- 
known to  Europe,  I  have  thought  that  a  few 
details  concerning  a  particular  tribe,  although  de- 
prived of  the  attradion  of  novelty,  attached  to  a 
difcovery,  would  not  be  altogether  uninterefting ; 
the  obferver  who  introduces,  into  his  inquiry,  in- 
formation already  derived  from  the  account  of  his 
predecelTors,  feizes  on  anecdotes  which  have 
efcaped  a  firft  infpeftion,  (hades,  which,  in  a 
moral  as  well  as  in  a  phyfical  fenfe,  are  grada- 
tions from  one  variety  to  another  in  the  human 
fpecies. 

Every  thing  leads  us  to  believe  that  the  Spani- 
ards, who,  in  1775,  difcovered  Mount  San  Ja- 
cinto, and  Cape  del  Engavo,  named  fmce  by 
Captain   Cook    Mount    Edgscumbe  and  Cape 

u  2  Edge* 


urn 


';   (i 


29< 


MARCHAND's  voyage.  [Auguft  I7QI, 


Edgecumbe,  alfo  difcovered  TchinkitAi^ay 
Bay,  ^vhich  niud  be  that  on  which  they  impofed 
the  name  of  Baya  de  Guadaj^upa  :  or  rather  we 
may  fay  that  it  is  indicated  in  the  Journal  of  An- 
tonio Maurelle  withcircumftances  which  mufl: 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  identity  of  the  two  bays  *. 
«  On  the  17th  of  Auguft,"  fays  the  Spanifh  pi. 
lot,  "  the  wind  blew  moderate  from  the  fouth,  by 
**  means  of  which  we  entered  a  bay  fituated  in  lati- 
«*  tude  57**  iiV*  I  obferve  that  Maurelle 
places  Cape  del  Enoano  in  ^y^  2',  and  if  we  add 
thereto  8  or  9  minutes  that  the  head  of  the  bay, 
which  ftretches  from  fouth  to  north,  is  more  north, 
erly  than  the  cape,  we  find,  within  a  minute,  the 
latitude  of  the  bay,  fuch  as  it  is  given  in  the  jour- 
nal.    But  the  defcription  which  he  gives  of  the 


♦  See,  in  the  Introductiok,  the  Voyage  of  D.  "Juandc 
Ajala'va   1775,  and  that  of  Captain  Cook  In  1778. 

Captain  Dixon  appears  to  acknowledge  the  identity  of  the 
bay  which  he  calls  Norfolk  Sound,  with  that  which  the  S^z- 
naxA^n^  mxtttiSi  Baya  de  Cuadalupa.  "  Amongft  the  people 
f*  who  came  to  trade  with  us,"  fays  the  Editor  of  the  voyage, 
"  was  an  old  man  who  framed  remarkably  intelligent :  he  gave 
**  us  to  underftand,  that  a  good  while  ago  there  had  been  two 
*'  veflels  at  anchor  near  this  place,  one  of  which  was  confider. 
V  a|)ly  larger  than  ours  ;  that  they  carried  a  great  number  of 
*'  guns,  and  that  the  people  refcmbled  us  in  colour  and  drefs. 
**  He  fhewed  us  a  white  fliirt  they  had  given  him,  and  which 
**  he  fcemed  to  regard  as  a  great  curiofity  :  on  examining  it, 
**  wc  found  it  made  after  the  SpaniHi  fafhion,  and  immediately 
**  judged  thefe  veflels  defctibed  by  this  Indian  to  be  the  Spani< 
ff  .ards  who  (as  I  have  already  related)  were  on  this  coail  in  the 
<|  yeari77j(."    {^Dixon^t  Voyaget  pages  i8a  and  183.} 

Baya 


Auguft  1791O      marchand's  voyage.  193 

« 

Baya  de  Guadalupa,  would  difpel  every  doubt, 
if  its  geographical  pofition  could  leave  any. 
«  This  bay,"  adds  he,  "  was  three  leagues  wide 
«  at  its  mouth,  'and  was  protefted  from  the  north 
*'  by  Cape  del  Enoano.  On  the  lide  oppofite 
**  to  this  cape,  we  difcoveied  a  port  more  than  a 
«  league  wide  at  the  entrance,  perfeftly  fecure 
**  from  all  winds  but  thofe  which  blow  from  the 
«  fouth." 

This  is  the  defcription  of  TchinkitAnay  Bay ; 
and  what  Maurelle  calls  The  Port,  is,  lio 
doubt,  the  northern  part  of  the  bay,  a  narrow  part, 
enclofed  by  iflands,  and  which  mud  form  a  fort  of 
harbour  :  it  neither  was  vifited  by  the  Englifh,  nor 
the    French*.      By  fubftituting   the    name    of 

TcHm- 


•  On  reading  Maurelle'a  Journal,  we    fliould  at    firft  be 
tempted  to  think  that  the  entrance  of  his  Bay  de  Guadalupa  >b 
fituated  to  the  northward  of  Cape  del  Engano  ;  for  It  is  there 
mentioned  that,  on  the  i6th  of  Auguft,  the  Spaiiiih  navigators 
difcovered  Cape  del  Engano,  and  that],  the  next  day  (after  hav- 
ing ftood  to  the  northward),  they  entered  a  bay  which  received 
the  name  of  Guadalupa  ;  and  as,  at  the  fame  time,   Maurelle 
gives  for  the  latitude  of  Cape  del  Engano  57^  2',  and  for  that 
of  the  bay,  57*  n'  j  it  would  appear  that  the  entrance  of  th6 
bay  Is  fituated  9  minutes  to  the  northward  of  the  cape.     This 
iirft  account   has  deceived  fomc  geographers,  who  have  ima- 
gined that  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa  mud  be  the  Bay  of  IJlanJst 
which  Captain  Cook   explored  to  the  northward  of  Cape  del 
Engano  (his  Cape  Edgecumbe),   and  which  is  the  Puerto  de  los 
Remedios  of  the  Spaniards.     In  order  to  be  convinced  that  the 
entrance  of  the  Bay  of  Guadalupa,  relatively  to  the  general  di- 
reftion  of  the  coaft,  is  to  the  fouthward  and  not  to  the  north- 
ward of  Cape  del  Engano,  it  is  fufficient  to  pay  attention  to 

V  3  whajt 
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TcHiNKiTANAY  to  (hat  of  GuADALUPA  and  to 
that  of  Norfolk,  I  reflore  to  the  bay  what  belongs 
to  it,  the  name  which  it  has  received  from  its  in- 
habitants :  if  we  were  willing  to  aft  in  this  man- 
tier  in  regard  to  all  the  places  whofe  proper  names 
are  known,  we  (hould  preferve  the  nomenclature 
of  geography,  from  thofe  variations,  annual  as  it 
were,  which  have  no  other  objedl  than  to  gratify 
the  caprice  or  the  vanity  of  a  navigator. 

The  plan  which  is  to  be  feen  in  the  account  of 
Dixon's  voyage*,  and  one  drawn  by  Captain 
Chanal,  can  be  exaft  only  for  a  portion  of  the 
weft  coaft  of  the  bay,  that  which  begins  at  the 
northern  point  of  the  cove  where  the  Solide  an- 
chored,  and  -  which,  pafling  by  the  point  named  by 
J3ixoN,    White's    Point,    is  terminated  to  the 


tvhat  Maurelle  fays  in  liis  defcription  of  the  bay,  that  it  u 
proteSedfrom  the  north  by  Cape  tfel  Engano  :  it  is  therefore  to 
the  fouthward  of  that  cape. .  But,  although  the  entrance  of 
the  bay  is  to  the  fouthward  of  the  cape,  the  head  of  the  bay  is 
more  northerly,  becaufe  it  runs  from  fouth  to  north  for  an 
extent  of  8  or  9  minutes ;  and  it  Is,  no  doubt,  its  northern 
part,  or  what  he  calls /^tf  ^or/,  that  he  places  in  57'  11',  while 
the  entrance  is  in  57^  2',  that  is,  in  the  fame  latitude  as  Cape 
del  Engaho,  which  forms  this  entrance  on  the  weftern  fide. 
This  opinion  is  confirmed  by  what  is  related  in  Dtx6n\  Jour- 
nal, where  we  fee  that  "  the  old  man,"  mentioned  in  the  pre- 
ceding note,  in  giving  them  to  underftand  that  fliips  like  thofe 
belonging  to  the  Englifti  had  formerly  touched  at  Tchwiild- 
ray,  **  when  defcribing  the  fituation  of  the  above  fliips, 
**  always  pointed  up  the  found,  to  the  northward.'*  (See  Dixon's 
Voyage,  page  183.) 
*  li'td.  page  i84r 
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weftward  by  Cape  del  Engano.     At  the  pitch 
of  this  cape  or  pofnt  is  a  reef,  furrounded  by  a 
fand-bank,  which  extends  upwards  of  a  mile  to 
the  fouth-eaft.     To  the  eaftward  of  the  extremity 
of  this  ledge,  and  at  the  dillance  of  a  mile  and  a 
half,  are  feen  fix  iflots  which  form  a  chain  in  a 
north  and  fouth  line ;  and  to  the  eadw'ard  of  the 
chain,  is  perceived  a  feventh  iflot  detached  from 
the  group.    There  is  a  good  pafTage  between  .'this 
chainofiflots  and  the  ledge  o8f  White's  Point:   in 
the.  channel  there  are  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
fathoms.     Captain  Chanal  fays  that  the  direction 
of  the  chain  of  iflots,  in  regard  to  the  reef,  is 
about .  two  points  more  to  the  eadward  than  it  ap- 
pears in  Captain  Dixon's  Plan.     On  afcending 
from  White's  Point  towards  the  north-eaft,  fol- 
lowing the  dire£tion  of  this  part  ofthecoafl,  three 
fandy  coves  are  fucceffively  met  with  j  thefe  are 
feparated  by  rocky  points  which  extend  even  with 
the  water's  edge  to  fome  dillance  from  the  land, 
and  round  which  the  fea  breaks.     It  is  prefumed 
that  Dixon  anchored  in  the  firft  cove,  where  was 
found  from  twelve  to  feven  fathoms  water,  with 
fometimes  a  fandy,  and  fometimes  a  rocky  and  gra- 
velly bottom :  to  anchor  here  does  not  appear  fafe  ; 
Dixon  had  about  twenty  fathoms  of  his  cable  rub- 
bed by  the  rocks,  and,  it  being  thereby  rendered 
unfit  for  fervice,  he  was  obliged  to  condemn  it  *. 


*  Sec  Dixon' t  Voyage^  page  192. 
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In  the'north  cove,  which  is  the  third,  and  in  which 
the  French  anchored,  the  lead  indicated  a  fine  hot- 
torn  of  black  fand  ;  and  the  depth  of  water  was 
from  eleven  to  fifteen  fathoms  to  the  diftance  of  a 
mile  and  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  fhore.  A 
fandy  and  gravelly  beach,  fituated  between  a  rocky 
point  and  a  rivulet,  affords  an  eafy  landing.  The 
tourfe  for  reaching  this  cove  is  north,  when  pafling 
nearly  in  mid*channel,  you  have  doubled  the  fpit  of 
the  reef  off  White's  Point.  You  may,  without 
fear,  pafs  between  the  reef  and  the  fix  iflots,  provided 
you  have  a  fleady  breeze,  or  caufe  your  vefTel  to 
be  towed  by  boats ;  for,  if  you  are  caught  in  a 
caini,  you  would  not  have  the  refource  of  drop, 
ping  an  anchor }  the  bottom  being  rocky.  There 
are  twenty  fathoms  water,  on  the  edge  of  the  reef^ 
and  yet  the  furface  of  the  fea  in  this  part  is  ftrewn 
with  marine  plants  which  adhere  to  the  bottom  * ; 
of  thefe,  are  diHinguifhed  two  fpecies,  the  Fucus 
giganttus  of  Mr.  Banks  and  Dr.  Solan der,  and 
another^  as  tall  as  the  former,  but  which  differs 
from  it  in  other  refpefls.  It  is  not  till  after  you 
have  doubled  the  reef j  that  you  find  a  bottom  fit 
for  anchoring.  The  good  anchorage  is  fituated  a 
mile,  or  a  little  more,  from  the  fhore,  oppofite  the 
mouth  of  a  rivulet)  in  twelve  fathoms,  fine  black 
fand.  In  this  pofition,  White's  Point  ought  to 
bear  fouth>fouth>weft  2*>  weft,  at  the  diflance  of 
three  or  four  miles;    the  point  which,  to  the 


*  ObfcrvatioM  of  i'{«j/<^ 
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northward,  terminates  the  part  occupieJ  by  the 
three  coves,  north-north-eaft  5  or  6"  north  j  and 
Mount  San  Jacinto,  well-fouth-weft  2  or  3" 
wed.  A  (hip  which  occupies  this  anchorage  may 
difpenfe  wuh  mooring;  for  the  winds  from  the 
fouthward,  which  could  be  the  only  ones  to 
dread,  never  exercife  their  violence  in  the  feafon 
when  traffic  can  induce  veflels  to  anchor  in  the 
bay. 

Although  the  lead  indicates  a  good  bottom  in  the 
ccve  where  the  French  anchored,  yet  it  is  prudent 
to  buoy  up  the  cables,  or  at  lead  to  keckle  them  * ; 
for  the  SoLiDE  having  examined  hers  on  the 
fecond  day  of  her  anchoring,  they  were  found 
damaged  in  feveral  places ;  however,  on  founding 
all  round  the  fhip,  the  bottom  had  proved  to  be 
fandy  wuh  fmall  pebbles:  no  doubt,  there  are 
rocks  under  this  fand ;  perhaps  too,  there  exift 
feme  fcattered  pieces  which  the  lead  had  not 
met  with,  when  this  part  of  the  bay  had  been 
founded. 

Water  may  be  conveniently  filled  at  the  rivulet 
in  this  cove  :  it  is  impregnated  with  a  hue  of  plants 
and  wood,  which  gives  it  a  reddifh  colour,  capable 
of  difguding,  if  it  were  not  known  to  be  light  and 
of  a  good  quality. 

\  To  keckle  a  cable  is  to  wind  old  rope  round  It,  leaving  a 
fmall  interval  between  the  turns.  This  is  done  to  prcferve  it 
from  being  rubbed  in  foul  ground. o-TVan^a/or. 

Captain 
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Captain  Dixon  has  fixed  tie  latitude  of  the  cove 
where  he  anchored  at  57°  3  north,  aiid  its  longi- 
tude, weft  from  the  meridian  of  Paris,  at  137®  58' 
1 5"  *.  According  to  the  obfervations  of  Captains 
Marchand  and  Chanal,  the  anchorage  of  the 
French,  a  little  more  to  the  nothward  than  that 
of  the  Engliih,  is  fituated  in  latitude  i^y°  4',  and 
longitude  137°  59'.  In  1787,  Dixon  had  found 
the  variation  of  the  magnetic  needle  24"  towards 
the  eaft  ;  in  1791,  it  was  obferved  to  be  28"  45'. 

The  time  of  high  water,  on  the  full  and  change 
days,  appears  not  to  have  been  known  either  by 
the  Englifli  or  the  French  ;  Captain  Chanal  fays 
only  that,  three  days  before  the  full  moon,  it  was 
high  fea  on  the  coaft  of  the  cove  where  the  So- 
li de  lay,  at  half  paft  three  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon J  and  that,  two  days  prior  to  the  fame 
phafes,  he  obferved  that  it  was  low  water  at  ten 
o'clock  in  the  morning  ;  but  that,  at  three  quar- 
ters paft  ten,  the  change  of  the  tide  had  been  felt 
at  the  place  where  the  (hip  lay  at  anchor. 

The  north  andnorth-eaft  parts  of  the  bay  prefent 
feveral  idands  in  front  of  the  main  land  ;  and  be- 
tween the  mountains  are  perceived  two  large  breaks: 
it  feems  likely  that  it  is  by  one  of  thefe  outlets, 
and  probably  by  the  one  to  the  weft  ward,  that 
the  channel  which  feparates  from  the  continent 
Pitt's  Ifland,  explored  by  Portlock*s  boat  in 


*  See  Dixon's  Vo^agey  page  184* 
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1787,  opens  into  the  bay;  and  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed  that  the  other,  that  to  the  eaflward,  is  the 
entrance  of  a  channel  of  communication  with  Port 
Banks,  difcovered,  in  that  fame  year,  by  Captain 
Dixon  *,  and  fituated  to  the  fouth-eafl:  of  Tchin- 
kitanay  Bay  :  this  communication  would  make 
a  large  iflaud  of  all  the  high  lands  which  appear 
in  the  eaftern  part  of  the  bay. 

If  it  were  difcovered,  in  the  fequel,  that  the  eaft 
ooaft  which  is  not  yet  known,  affords  any  good  an- 
chorage, it  would  deferve  a  preference  over  thofe 
to  the  weftward;  for  it  has  been  feen  that  the 
natives  inhabit  the  ead  coaft:  it  is  from  this 
quarter  that  they  came ,  it  is  to  this  quarter  that 
they  always  returned,  in  order  to  fupply,  by  hunt- 
ing, the  place  of  the  furs  which  they  had  bartered . 
It  would  be  the  more  advantageous  to  be  certain 
of  a  ihelter  on  the  eaft  coaft,  as  it  may  be  prefumed 
that  this  bay  will  long  be  frequented  by  Eu- 
ropeans ;  unlefs  a  too  great  concourfe,  by  exciting 
extraordinary  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  natives,  for 
increafing  the  produce  of  their  chace,  fhould 
bring  on  the  deftruftion,  or  at  leaft  occafion  a 
fcarcity,  of  the  animals  whofe  furs  fupport  a  lu- 
crative commerce.  If,  as  may  be  expeded,  this 
chief  fource  of  profit  Ihould  fhortly  experience  a 
fenfible  diminution,  whale>fifhing  to  which  a  fhip's 
company  may  devote  themfelves,  without  going 

•  See  in  the  IktroduCTIONj  JPortkck's  and  Dixon's  Foy 
ogisi  1786  and  171)7. 
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out  of  the  bay,  prefents  to  commercial  induftry, 
an  indemnification  which  might  be  fufficient  to 
cover  the  expenfes  of  an  expedition ;  but  this  would 
be  going  very  far  to  feek  a  profit  which  may  be 
procured  at  (horter  difliances,  and  which,  no 
doubt,  would  compenfatc  for  the  length  and  the 
rifks  of  the  undertaking. 

TchinkitAnay  Bay  is  (heltered  on  all  fides  by 
high  mountains  ;  and  it  is  probable  that  the/now 
which  covers  their  ridges,  never  melts ;  at  the 
period  when  the  Solide  anchored  here,  the  parch- 
ing  heats  of  the  dog-days,  and  a  rain  which  never 
ceafed  to  fall  during  her  flay,  had  not  been  able 
to  make  it  difappear  entirely ;  there  flill  remained 
a  good  deal  on  the  mofl  elevated  mountains  which, 
however,  are  clothed  with  trees  to  their  very 
fummit.  A  fnow  that  withflands  the  ardent  rays 
of  the  fummer  funs,  and  the  fall  of  the  waters ;  a 
monotonous  forefl,  the  limits  of  which  the  eye 
cannot  reach,  and  which  lofts  itfelf  in  the  heart 
of  the  country  ;  mountains  whofe  fummits  are  en- 
veloped by  clouds  the  courfe  of  which  they  fuf- 
pend — every  thing  announces  that,  in  this  cli- 
mate, the  reign  of  winter  is  long  and  rigorous : 
but  man,  the  only  living  being  in  nature  that 
alike  refills  the  burning  heats  of  the  line  and  the 
frozen  blafls  of  the  pole,  here  braves  the  hoary 
frod  and  the  fnow,  like  the  wild  animal  whofe  fkin 
he  appropriates  to  himfelf  by  his  ftrength  or  dex« 
terity. 
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The   environs  of  TchinkitAnay  Bay  prefent 
not,  however,  that  hideous  afpefl  of  feme  counr 
tries,  fituated  in  a  lefs  elevated  latitude :    the  fer^ 
tllity  of  the  earth  indicates  that  Nature,  lefs  aban- 
doned to  herfelf,  would  here  repay  the  care  of 
culture.     Firs,*pines,  and  birch-trees  compofe  that 
vaft  foreft,  which  extends  from  the  borders  of  the 
fea  to  the  very  fummlt  of  the  hills  and  mountains ; 
but  thofe  which  have  fallen  through  age,  ^nd  the 
mofs    of  which  covers  the  trunks  confumed  by 
tiipe ;    the  parafitical  plan!:s  which  obflru^t  the  in- 
terv£^ls  between  the  trees ,  aU  th^  ruins  of  the  ter- 
redrial   produ^ions,   render    it  impofTible    for  a 
ftranger  to  penetrate  into  the  thick  woods,  where, 
no  doubt,  the  natives  have  contrived  to  clear  for 
themfelves  interior  paths,  which  may  facilitate  their 
marches  in  the  war  that  they  have  declared  againQ; 
the  animals  which  difpute  with  theni  their  foli- 
tude. 

Shrubs  and  plants  appear  not  to  be  very  nume- 
rous. The  rafpberry-bufti  is  common ;  its  fruit, 
which  is  watery  and  of  a  wild  tade,  is  large  and 
plump.  According  to  Captain  DixpN*s  Journal, 
great  quantities  of  the  witch-hazel  are  here  met 
with.  Surgeon  Roblet  mentions  it  only  under 
the  name  of  coudrier.  Of  two  other  flirubs,  with 
the  fpecies  of  which  he  was  unacquainted,  the 
one  beara  a  fmall  black  fruit,  like  the  black  cur- 
iam which  we  call  cacis  (ribes  nigrum)  \  its  fruit  is 
watery,  acidulous,  and  has  not  an  agreeable  fla- 
vour.   The  latter,    fomewhat  different  from  the 

former, 
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former,  produces  a  fmall  red  fruit,  or  berry,  the 
'  fubftance  of  which  is  mucilaginous,  and  the  num. 
ber  oi  its  Itones  variable  from  ten  to  fourteen. 
Surgeon  Rob  let,  from  whom  I  borrow  ihefe  de- 
fcriptions,  fays,  that  he  knows  not  what  could 
have  determined  the  Englifh  navigators  to  give  to 
this  latter  fhrub  the  name  of  currant-tree  *,  fmce 
neither  the  leaf,  nor  the  fruit  which  is  always  infu- 
lated,  and  never  in  a  clufter,  nor  the  tafte,  can  be 
compared  to  that  of  the  fiirub  which,  inEjROPE, 
bears  this  name.  *'  The  fruit  of  this  flirub,"  fays 
he,  "  muft  not  be  confounded  with  an  oblong 
*'  fruit  which  grows  on  a  plant,  and  not  on  a 
*'  flirub :  the  latter,  by  its  form,  refembles  that 
"  of  the  cornel-tree  j  but  it  has  no  ftone,  and  is 
"  not  good  to  be  eaten.'*  Here  are  alfo  found  the 
ftrawberry-plant  and  feveral  fpecies  of  ferns :  it 
is  well  known  that  in  New  Zealand,  and  in 
fome  other  countries  where  culture  has  not  multi- 
plied the  productions  of  the  earth  fit  for  the  nou- 
rifhment  of  man,  the  tender  root  of  this  latter  plant 
is  employed  as  food. 

Mofl  of  the  plants  were  ftill  in  flower,  and 
others  were  already  grown  up.  Among  thofe 
which  were  feen  in  flower,  two  were  diftinguiflied  j 
a  fpecies   of  lily  of  the  valley  (lilium  convailium) 

*  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  contents  himfelf  with  ap- 
plying the  names  o( <wUd goofeberry  and  wild  currant-trees  to  two 
ftirubs  which  the  EngHfh  faw  at  Norfolh  Sound}  ,but  he  gives 
no  defcrlption  of  their  fruit.    (See  Dixon' t  Foyage,  page  185.) 
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whofe  flower  is  blue,  and  larger  than  our  common 
lily ;  and  another  plant,  the  ftem  of  which,  two 
or  three  feet  high,  bears,  at  the  height  of  about 
eight  inches,  blue  flowers. 

On  the  fliore  was  feen  a  fmall  fpace  fown  with 
peas,  which  appeared  to  be  two  months  old :  their 
tafte  was  a  little  bitter  ;  but  this  might  be  attri- 
buted to  their  ftems  being  choaked  with  weeds.     It 
remains,  methinks,    to  be    known  whether   this 
plant  be  indigenous.     The  Europeans  who  touched 
at  TcHiNKiTANAY  before  Captain  Marchand, 
may  have  there  fown  fome  peas :  however,  as,  in, 
the  feqtiel,  this  plant  was  found  in  great  quantities 
pn  one  of  the  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  and 
in  the  parts  where  we  are  alniofl:  certain  that  the 
French  were  the  firfl:  who  landed,  we  revert  to 
the  idea  that  it  may  be  indigenous  in  this  part  of 
North  America. 

"  I  did  not,"  fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  "  find  the 
"  plant  which  Dixon  calls  ivild  celery  ;  or,  if  that 
*<  which  was  prefented  to  me  as  celery,  be  the 
"  fame  as  that  to  which  he  applies  that  name,  I 
"  neither  recognized  it  in  the  leaf,  nor  the  root  of 
"  our  ache  or  wild  celery,  ftill  lefs  a  flavour  that 
<«  could  remind  me  of  it  even  in  a  flight  degree. 
*'  In  this  uncertainty,  I  durft  not  recommend  the 
"  ufe  of  it  to  the  Solide's  crew,  nor  that  of 
"  another  plant  which  bears  fome  refemblance  to 
"  our  parfley,  but  the  fl:em  of  which  is  much 
"  thicker.    If  our  people,"  adds  he,  "  had  been  . 
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**  attacked  by  the  fcurvy,  and  the  ufe  of  vege- 
*•  tables  been  commanded  by  urgent  neceffity,  I 
**  ihould  have  thought  I  might  truft  fomething  to 
**  chance;  but  the  good  health  which  they  en- 
**  joyed  made  it  my  duty  to  be  more  cautious." 

Captain  Chanal  partook  not  of  the  fears  of 
Surgeon  Roblet  j  he  ate  twice,  by  way  of  fal- 
lad,  and  in  a  pretty  large  quantity,  of  the  fpecies 
of  plaiit  which  was  taken  for  wild  celery,  and  he 
was  not  incommoded  by  it.  As  for  the  paifley, 
it  appears  by  Dixon's  Journal,  that  thfit  com- 
mander caufed  great  quantities  of  it  to  be  gathered, 
that  he  found  it  excellent  eating,  either  as  a 
fallad,  or  boiled  with  foup  ^ ;  and  he  felt  noincon. 
Yenience. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  oppofe  thefe  two  ex- 
aniples  to  the  opinion  of  Surgeon  Roblet.  1  am 
very  far  from  blaming  his  prudence :  but  as  vege<r 
tables,  and  particularly  wild  celery,  are  a  fpecific 
prefervative  againd  the  fea>fcurvy,  at  the  fame 
time' 4hat  they  are  a  powerful  cure  for  men  who 
are  attacked  by  it,  it  was  incumbent  on  me  to  guard 
fe^men  againfl  the  impreilion  which  might  be  made 
on  them,  and  judly  too,  by  the  doubts  and  au. 
thority  of  an  enlightened  obferver,  of  an  officer 
of  health  who  unites  experience  to  the  theory  of 
his  art ;  it  was  incumbent  on  me  to  provd  to  them, 
by  the  trial  made  of  it  by  two  navigators  whofe 


*  See  Dixon'' s  Voyage^  page  185. 
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tefttmony  commands  confidence,  that  they  might 
eat  with  fafety  the  wild  celery  and  the  parfley  which 
the  foil  of  TcHiNKiTANAv  produces,  and  which 
mud  likewife  be  found  on  the  other  parts  of  the 

NORTH-WEST  COaft   of   AMERICA. 

According  to  the  account  of  Surgeon  Roblet, 
all  the  open  fpots  produce  in  abundance  a  gramine- 
ous plant,  the  ftem  and  ear  of  which  refemble 
thofe  of  the  rye  of  Europe  ;  but  the  grain  of  it 
was  not  ripe,  and  he  could  not  determine  to  what 
fpecies  it  belongs.  "  I  am  at  lead  affured,"  fays 
he,  that  this  plant  was  not  brought  from  Eu. 
*<  ROPE ;  it  is  fo  multiplied  that  it  cannot  but 
'<  be  indigenous :  and,  no  doubt,  the  labour  of 
"  man  and  conftant  culture  might  improve  it> 
*<  and  render  its  grain  fit  to  become  an  article  of 
«  food." 

Moft  of  the  other  plants  that  are  met  with  on 
the  coafl,  or  on  the  fkirls  of  the  woods,  differ 
not  from  thofe  which  France  reckons  among  her 
indigenous  plants. 

Captain  Marchand,  who  wifhed  to  leave  on 
this  land  an  European  favour,  intended  to  fow 
here  fome  feeds  of  our  efculent  vegetables,  fuch 
as  thofe  of  cucumbers,  peas,  French  beans,  &c. ; 
but  he  found  that  the  feafon  was  too  far  advanced 
to  afford  him  the  hope  that  thefe  legumes  would 
arrive  at  maturity  that  year;  and,  fuppofing  that 
the  feeds  had  come  up,  rottennefs  would  fpeedily 
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have  deflroyed  the  plapts,  if  it  had  not  beforehand 
deflroyed  the  fprouts. 

The  only  quadruped  that  our  voyagers  faw 
alive,  is  the  domedic.  dog.  It  is  of  the  race  of 
the  Jhepherd*s  dog  ;  but  his  hair  is  longer  and 
fofter.  His  feet  are  extremely  large ;  the  tail  is 
bufhy,  the  muzzle  long  and  pointed,  the  ear 
«re£t,  the  eye  (harp,  the  body  thick  ;  and  his 
height  may  be  about  eighteen  inches.  He  barks 
little,  and  appears  timid  with  (Irangers.  He  wel- 
comes and  careiTes  his  mailer,  but  careffes  hint 
alone.  The  Tchinkitanayans  boaft  much  of  the 
attachment,  the  intelligence,  and  the  courage  of 
this  animal,  excellent  for  the  chace,  and  bold  in  the 
water.  Surgeon  Roblet  remarks,  however,  that 
a  young  dog  which  he  had  purchafed,  on  feeing 
from  the  fhip  feme  Americans  on  the  fhore,  at  a 
very  little  diftance  from  the  Solide,  never  durft 
jump  into  the  water,  although,  by  his  motions,  he 
manifeded  the  greateft  eagernefs  to  go  and  join 
them..  It  is  probable  that,  at  Tchinkit^nay,  as 
^Ifewhere,  the  dog,  in  order  to  exercife  the  pie- 
nitude  of  his  faculties,  requires  that  man,  whofe 
companion  and  friend  he  is,  fliould  have  improved 
.  them  in  him  by  education  :  the  reafon  of  the  one 
niakes  the  inftindl:  of  the  other  ferye  for  their 
|nutual  wants  and  pleafures. 

The  fea-otter  cannot  be  clafled  among  terreftrial 
animals,   although    it    inhabits  the  land    much 
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more  than  the  water ;  it  belongs  to  the  clafs  of 
amphibious  animals  ;  however,  the yor^w^^  ovale  h 
not  open,  and  the  communication  of  the  vena  cava 
to  the  aorta,  by  the  partition  of  the  heart,  not 
fubfifting  in  this  animal,  refpiration,  and  con- 
fequently  the  motion  of  the  lungs,  is  neceflliry  to 
it  for  maintaining  the  circulation  of  the  blood; 
it  cannot  make  a  long  ftay  under  water;  it  is 
obliged  to  return  to  the  furface  or  to  land,  in  order 
to  breathe  frefh  air,  without  which  it  would  be 
fufFocated. 

According  to  Buffon  *,  who  fupports "  himfelf 
by  the  teflimony  of  Steller,  the  flefli  of  the  fe- 
males big  with  young,  or  ready  to  bring  forth, 
is  fat  arid  tender ;  that  of  the  cubs  is  tolerably 
delicate,  and  fomewhat  like  that  of  the  lamb ; 
but  the  flefli  of  the  old  ones  is  generally  very  tough. 
♦'  It  was,"  fays  Steller,  who  was  embarked  in 
the  Ihip  of  the  celebrated  Bee  ring,  when  that  na- 
vigator was  cad  a>V^  on  the  ifland  which  bears  his 
name,  "  it  was  our  principal  nourifliment  during 
"  our  long  flay  on  that  ifland ;  it  did  us  no 
"  harm,  although  eaten  alone  and  without  bread, 
"  and  frequently  half  raw  ;  the  liver,  the  kidneys, 
"  and  the  heart  are  abfolutely  fimilar  to  thofe  of 
"the  calf  f." 

*  Buffon.  Hlji.  Nat.  Supp  a  Pffi/loire  des  an'tmaux  quadru» 
pedes,  article  de  la  Sarkovkntu. 

t  Novi  Commentarii  jieaumia  Pdropol.  vol.  ii.  year  1751. 
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From  this  proof,  we  may  conclude  that,  if  the 
Ruflians,  to  whom  this  was  a  new  kind  of  food, 
were  able  to  fubfift  on  otter  a  whole  winter,  without 
being  inconvenienced  by  it,  that  animal  affords  to 
the  Tchinkitanayans  who,  from  their  infancy,  may 
be  accuflomed  to  live  on  it,  an  additional  and,  we 
may  fay,  an  inexha^(lible  refource  fo^  their  fub. 
fidence. 

A  young  otter  alive  was  brought  on  board  of 
the  SoLiDE  J  feveral  perfons  ate  of  it  by  way  of 
trial ;  and,  according  to  the  account  of  Captain 
Chanal,  its  flefh  was  found  infipid,  but  without 
any  bad  tade  that  could  caufe  it  to  be  rejected. 

Of  all  the  furs  that  commerce  can  di;aw  froiii 
the  iiioRTH-wEST  coail  of  America,  the  fkins  of 
the  fea-otter  being  the  mod  valuable,  becaufe  they 
are  moft  in  requeft  among  the  Chinefe,  whofe 
fancy,  according  to  their  beauty,  raifes  them  to 
exorbitant  prices  *,  it  will  not  be  ufelefs  for  the 
information  of  our  navigators,  to  whom  the  di. 
redipn  of  this  new  traffic  is  referved,  to  defcribe 
thefe  furs  at  fome  length :  this  defcription  will  en- 
able them  to  diftinguifh  the  prime  fkins,  thofe 
which,  in  the  markets  of  China,  yield  the  moft 
confiderable  profit;  and  I  borrow  it  from  t)\^ 
French  Pi.iny. 

*  M.  Pal/as  fays  that,  at  Kiakba,  the  old  and  mi'ddle-ag 
fea-otter  fkins  are  fold  to  the  Chinefe  per  (kin  from  80  to  100  j 
roubles,  and  the  word  fort  from  30  to  40.  —  (  Account  of  tU 
Ruffian  JDifcoveriett  SiciyW,  Cone,  4to,pag)e  13.) 
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**  The  ikin  of  the  fea-otter,    or  faricovienne, 
•'  makes  a  very  beautiful  fur ;  the  Chinefc  pur- 
«  chafe  ahnofl:  all  of  them  (we  are  here  fpeaking 
*'  of  the  trade  which  the  Ruflians  carry  on  in  them 
«  with   China);    they  even  pay  for    them  as 
"  much  as  feventy,  eighty,  and  a  hundred  rubles  * 
"  each  i  and  it  is  on  that  account  that  very  few 
"  of  them  reach  Russia.    The  beauty  of  thefe 
"  furs  varies  according  to  the  feafon ;  the  beft 
"  and  handfomeft  are  thofe  of  the  fea>otters  killed 
"  in  the  months  of  March,  April,  and  May  :  never- 
"  thelefs,  thefe  furs  have  the  inconvenience   of 
"  being  thick    and  heavy  ;    but  for    this,  they 
"  would  be  fuperior  to  the  fables,  the  mod  beau- 
"  tiful  of  which  are  not  of  fo  fine  a  black.     It 
"  muft  not,  however,  be  imagined,  that  the  hair  of 
"  fea-otters  is  equally  black  in  every  individual ; 
"  for  there  are  fome  whofe  colour  is  brownifli, 
"  like  that  of  the   river-otter;  fome,  which  are 
"  of  a  filvery  colour  on  the  head ;  feveral,  which 
"  have  the  head,  the  chin,  and  the  throat  varie- 
"  gated  with  long  hairs  very  white  and  very  foft  ; 
"  laftiy,  others  which  have  the  throat  yellowifh, 
"  and  which  have  rather  a  felt,  curling,  brown  and 
"  (hort,  on  the  body,  than  a  real  hair  fit  for  fur  : 
"  however,  the  brown  or  black  hairs  are  fo  only 
**  for  half  of  their  length :  all  of  them  are  white 

*  A  ruble  is  about  four  (hillings  and  fixpence  fterling. 
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"  at  their  root*,    and  their  lenj+th  is,   on  the 
"  whole,  about  an  inch  or  an  inch  and  a  half  on 
**  the  back,  the  tail,  and  the  fides  of  the  body  ;  they 
**  are  (hotter  on  the  head  and  members ;  but  be- 
•*  neath  this  firft  long   hair,  there  is,  as  in  fea- 
««  bears,  a  fpccies  of  down  or  felt,  which  is  of 
<'  a  brown  or  black  colour,  like  the  extremity  of 
<*  the  long  hairs  of  the  body.    The  (kins  of  the 
«*  females  are   eafily  diflinguifhed  from  thofe   of 
**  the  males,  becaufe   they  are  fmaller,  blacker, 
«*  and  the  hair  is  longer  under  the  belly.    The 
**  cubs,   when  quite  young,  have  likewife  black 
*'  or  dark  brown,  and  very  long  hair :  but,  at  the 
**  age  of  five  or  fix  months,  they  lofe  this  fine 
•*  hair ;  and,  at  a  year  old,   they  are  covered 
•*  only   with  their  felt ;  and  they  are  not  again 
**  clothed  with  this   long  hair  till  the  following 
**  year.     The  grown  otters  flied  their  coat,  in  a 
•*  manner  different  from  other  animals;    a  few 
**  hairs  fall  in  the  months  of  July  and  Auguft ; 
**  and  the  others  then  affume  a  colour  fomewhat 
**  brown.      Sea-otters  are  commonly  about  two 
"  fest  ten  inches  in  length  f ,    from  the  tip  of 
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•  If  the  ufeof  thefe  furs  fliould  happen  to  be  eftabliftiedin 
Europe,  this  particularity  of  the  whitenefs  of  the  hairs  at  their 
roots,  whatever  their  colour  may  be  in  other  refpe^ts,  will 
fccure  purchafers  from  the  fraud  of  furriers  who  might  wifh  to 
give  to  the  hair  of :  lie  fea  otter,  by  meant  of  dyuig,  a  colour 
that  is  not  natural  to  it. 

f  It  18  probable  that  Steller  gives  this  nuafure  in  Ruflian  feet. 
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«  the  muzzle  to  the  origin  of  the  tail,  which  is 
**  about  twelve  or  thirteen  inches  long;  their 
"  weight  is  from  feventy  to  eighty  pounds  •.'* 

Surgeon  Roblet  affirms  that  the  defcription 
which  BuFFON,  from  the  account  of  Steli.tt^, 
has  given  us  of  the  fea-ottcr,  is  very  "xad  j  he 
merely  oMerves  that  the  otter  of  Tciunktt:vna'; 
is  larger  than  that  of  Beerino's  lUsn-i  which 
the  Ruffian  doftor  had  defcribed  ;  k  k  ',:c«imo:'iJy 
three  feet  and  upwards  in  length  bcfor.'  ic  in 
ftretched  ;  he  thinks  that  the  diftbr  ?i!ce  oi  the  co* 
lour  indicates  the  diffisrence  of  drc  fcxes ;  he 
grounds  his  opinion  on  the  circuniftancy  of  a:*, 
individual,  which  he  found  to  bo  a  fcnuiieo 
being  entirely  black  J  and  he  concludes  that 
thofe  whofe  ikins  are  lefs  fo,  are  mrjes  j  he  Ewds 
that  the  latter  are  the  larger. 

"  It  might  have  been  fufficient,"  fays  Captain 
Cook,  "  to  have  mentioned  that  the  fea-otter 
"  abounds  here  (at  NooTKA),as  it  is  fully  Jcfcribed 
"  in  di£ferent  books,  taken  from  ihe  accounts  oi" 
"  the  Ruffian  adventurers  in  thsir  expelitkns 
"  eaftward  from  Kamtschatka,  if  there  hid 
"  not  been  a  fmall  diflference  In  one  that  ^e  faw. 
"  We,  for  fome  time*  ent'^rr.iLiied  acubts,  whether 
"  the  many  (kins  wl^ch  the  natives  brought,  really 
"  belonged  to  this  animal ;  as  our  only  reafon 
'*  for  being  of  that  opinion,  was  founded  on  the 
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•*  fize,  colour,  and  fiuenefs  of  the  fur  ;  till  a  fhort 
**  while  before  our  departure,  when  a  whole 
*'  one,  that  had  been  ju(t  killed,  was  purchafed 
**  from  fome  ftrangers  who  came  to  barter ;  and 
*•  of  this  Mr.  Webber  made^a  drawing.  It  was 
rather  young,  weighing  only  twenty-five  pounds, 
of  a  fhining  or  glofly  black  colour  j  but  many 
of  the  hairs  being  tipped  with  white,  gave  it  a 
grayifh  call  at  firft  fight.  The  face,  throat  and 
"  breaft  were  of  a  yellowifli  white,  or  very  light 
brown  colour,  which,  in  many  of  the  Ikins,  ex- 
tended the  whole  length  of  the  belly.  It  had 
•*  fix  cutting  teeth  in  each  jaw ;  two  of  thofe  of 
**  the  lower  jaw  being  very  minnte,  and  placed 
'*  without,  at  the  bafe  of  the  two  middle  ones. 
**  In  thefe  circumftances,  it  feems  to  difagree  with 
**  thofe  found  by  the  Rufijans ;  and  alfo  in  not 
•*  having  the  outer  toes  of  the  hind  feet  fkirted 
*'  with  a  membrane.  There  feemed  alfo  a  greater 
*'  variety  in  the  colour  of  the  ikins  than  is  men- 
**  tioned  by  the  defcribers  of  the  Ruflian  fea* 
•*  otters.  Thefe  changes  of  colour  certainly  take 
**  place  at  the  diflferent  gradations  of  life.  The 
**  very  young  ones  had  brown  hair,  which  was 
**  coarfe,  with  very  little  fur  underneath;  but 
'*  thofe  of  the  fize  of  the  entire  animal,  which 
"  came  into  our  poflefilon,  andjuftilefcribed,  had 
^'^  a  confiderable  quantity  of  that  fubftance ;  and 
**  both,  in  that  colour  and  flate,  the  fea-otters  feem 
**  to  remain,  till  they  have  attained  their  full 
9  **  growth. 
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"  growth.     After  that,  they  lofe  the  black  colour, 
«'  and  affume  a  deep  brown  or  footy  colour  ;  but 
"  have  then  a  greater  quantity  of  very  fine  fur, 
"  and  fcarcely  any  long  hairs.      Others,   which 
*'  we  fufpe£ted  to  be  ftill  older,  were  of  a  chefnut 
"  brown ;  and  a  few  Ikins  were  feen  that  had  even 
"  acquired  a  perfectly  yellow  colour.     The  fur  of 
"  thefe  animals,  as  mentioned  in  the  Ruflian  ac- 
"  counts,  is  certainly  fofter  and  finer  than  that  of 
"  any  others  we  know  of;  and,  therefore,  the  dif- 
"  covery  of  this  part  of  the  continent  of  North 
"  America,  where  fo  valuable  an  article  of  com- 
"  merce  may  be  met  with,  cannot  be  a  matter  of 
"  indifference  *." 

It  was  incumbent  on  me  to  make  known  with 
fome  detail  an  animal  whofe  valuable  fkin  is  the 
principal  objeft  of  barter  that  attrafts  Europeans 
to  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  the  New  Continent, 
and  infures  them  great  advantages  in  their  trade 
with  China,  when  prohibition  does  not  prevent 
its  entrance  by  the  fouthern  ports  of  that  empire. 
The  other  animals  which  are  to  be  met  with  at 
Tchinkitanay  and  in  its  environs,  are  already 
known  by  the  enumeration  that  I  have  given  of 
the  different  furs  in  which  the  natives  trade,  and 
which  Captain  Marchand  had  procured  by 
traffic  ;  almofl:  all  were  ficins  of  bears,  otters,  and 
cub  otters ;  he  obtained  only  a  very  fmall  number 
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of  beaver  (kins,  none  of  foxes,  but  fome  of  a  fpe- 
cies  of  rats,  which  might  have  been  taken  for 
fable  ikins,  if  the  furriers  embarked  on  board  the 
SoLiDE  had  not  decided  to  the  contrary.  To 
thefe  animals,  to  which  we  mud' join  the  vifon, 
which  might  be  the  quadruped  taken  for  the  fa- 
ble, let  us  add  the  fquirrel  and  the  marmot; 
and   we  fhall  then  know  all   the  quadrupeds  of 

TCHINKITANAY, 

"We  have  few  remarks  to  make  concerning 
|he  feathered  race  ;  of  birds,  the  fpecies  are  not 
numerous.  The  fea-fowl,  which  frequent  the 
bay,  are  the  gull,  a  fpecies  of  mew,  and  a  diver 
which  appears  to  be  a  fhore-bird :  in  the  offing, 
were -feen  fome  albatroifes.  The  fhore  and  pond 
birds  are  a  fpecies  of  goofe  entirely  black,  different 
from  that  of  our  climates,  its  head  beinf  fmailer, 
its  neck  more  ilender  and  a  little  longer :  a  duck^ 

fmailer  than  our  common  duck,  having  on  the 
wings  white  fpots  more  ftrikingly  marked,  and  the 
bill  a  .little  (horter ;  herons  quite  black,  and  fo 
wild  that  it  was  never  poffible  to  approach  one  of 
them  near  enough  to  fhoot  at  it ;  ladly,  fea-larks, 
but  few  in  number.  Land-birds  are  fliil  lefs  nu- 
merous :  Surgeon  Roblet  tells  us,  that,  during 
his  ftay,  he  faw  only  two  vultures,  a  dozen  of 
ravens,  fome  greenfinches,  and  two  wrens :  to 
thefe  Captain  Chanal  adds  a  few  eagles.  We 
mud,  doubtlefs,  not  be  adonifhed,  that,  in  countries 
where  the  winter  is  long  and  fevere,  and  where  the 
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foil  affords  little  grain,  the  jranivorous  fpecies  for- 
fake  a  land  which  refufes  them  fubfiftence  :  thofe 
birds  alone  can  be  invited  thither,  which,  carni- 
vorous like  man,  are  certain  of  living  at  difcretion 
on  the  remains  of  the  animals  that  he  has  de- 
ftroyed  for  his  neceflities. 

The  fea  and  the  rivers  afford  abundant  refources 
for  the  fubfiftence  of  the  inhabitants,  and  for  that 
of  the  crews  of  the  (hips  which  trade  may  attract 
to  the  bay.  At  low  water,  mufcles,  limpets,  and 
other  fhell-fifli  *  may  be  picked  up  on  the  rocks ; 
however,  thefe  ate  fcarce  on  the  weft  fhore,  the 
only  oi/-?  which,  as  yet,  the  Europeans  have  fre- 
quented, becaufe  the  natives  carry  them  away  in 
order  to  live  on  them  during  the  ftay  which  they 
make  on  that  coaft.  But  the  fca,  and  efpecially 
the  rivers,  abound  with  excellent  fifli":  the  river 
where  the  Solide  watered,  yields  falmon  which 
afcend  it  with  the  tide ;  a  fpecies  of  trout  f,  tha 
flefli  of  which  is  flabby  ;  and  a  fifli,  to  which  the 
failors  gave  the  name  of  poijfon-chameau  (camel- 
fifh),  beciufe,  like  that  quadruped,  it  has  a  bunch 
on  the  back ;  it  is  of  the  fize  of  the  falmon,  but 
flatter,  and  its  flefh  is  not  fo  good  to  the  tafle : 
on  board  the  fhip  were  caught,  with  hook  and 
line,  various  ground-fifli,  all  of  a  very  good  quality  % 

•  **  There  are  great  quantities  of  mufcles  in  fome  parts  of 
"  the  found,  together  w-th  a  few  crabs,  llar-fifli,  &c." 
{fiiMiCs  Voyage^  page  186.) 

t  ObfervatioDs  aiRobltt. 
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foles ;  afrtiall  plaice  of  an  e^ccellent  tafle ;  tht/cbr^ 
fccna  common  on  the  cdafts  of  the  Mediter-^ 
RANEAN,  the  gills,  the  fpitie  of  the  back,  and  all 
the  fins  of  which  are  armed  mth  (harp  pritkles  that 
make  very  painful  wounds  in  the  imprudent  hand 
of  him  who  lays  hold  of  them ;  another  fpecies  of 
red  fi(h,  with  fcales  like  the  fcorpcBna  of  which  it 
appears  to  be  only  a  variety,  for  its  four  fins  are 
placed  in  the  fame  manner,  and  its  head,  ahick  and 
flat-nofed,  is  fcattered  over  with  rugofities,  but  it 
differs  from  it  in  colour  and  ihape.  An  attempt 
was  made  to  ufe  the  trawl  in  the  bay  ;  but  it  was 
not  roflible  to  drag  it ;  the  bottom,  being  too 
hard,  oppofed  an  infurmountable  refinance,  and 
nothing  was  taken.  A  boat,  fent  to  the  fouth 
point  of  the  anchorage  which  theSoLiDE  occupied^ 
caught  feveral  pounds  of  excellent  rock-fi(h :  a 
little  time  was  devoted  to  thefe  trials,  through  curi- 
oiity,  and  not  through  want :  the  (hip's  company 
might  have  lived  comfortably  on  the  produce  of 
their  fiihing-lines ;  and,  befides,  the  Americans 
difpofed  of  fifh  of  every  fpecies  at  fo  cheap  a  rate, 
and  in  fuch  great  abundance,  that  the  failors  em- 
ployed themfelves  in  procuring  it  perfonally  only 
by  way  of  paftime. 

It  appears  that  Captain  Dixon,  who  had  put 
into  this  bay  towards  the  end  of  June,  did  not 
find  there  the  fame  refources* 

"  The  inhabitants,"  fays  the  Editor  of  his  jour- 
nal, "  frequently  caught  halibut,  and  we  faw  large 

"  quantities 
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f*  quantities  of  falmon  frequently  hung  up  on  fliore 
f *  to  dry ;  but  they  were  not  willing  to  fell  it, 
f'  which  (hews  that  fiih  is  a  principal  and  favou- 
**  rite  article  of  food  here  :  we  indeed  purchafed 
f*  a  few  falmon,  but  they  were  of  a  very  inferior 
V  kind  to  thofe  we  met  with  in  Cook*s  River. 
«*  Fifli,  however,  being  the  only  frefli  provifion  iq. 
«  our  power  to  obtain,  our  whale-boat  was  fre- 
f '  quently  fent  out  with  Hx  hands  to  catch  fifli  for 
f*  the  lhip*s  company  ;  they  were  always  tolerably 
*.*  fuccefsful,  catching  great  numbers  of  fine  rock, 
f^  fi(h,  and  fome  hake  *,  but  very  few  halibut  f . 

The  difficulty  experienced  by  Dixon  in  prevail- 
ing on  the  natives  to  difpofe  of  their  fifli  to  him, 
might  depend  en  the  feafon,  which,  perhaps,  was 
the  period  when  they  dry  it  for  their  winter-ftock. 
We  are  certain  from  the  account  of  Captain 
(Chanal,  and  from  that  of  Surgeon  Roblet, 
that  fifli  is  not  the  only  food  of  the  Tchinkita- 
nayans,  and  that  they  confume,  for  their  fub. 
fiflence,  legumes,  the  berries  of  feveral  flirubs, 
fome  wild  fruits,  and  a  part  of  the  flefli  of  the 
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*  According  to  Lintunitt  the  hake  or  gadus  is  the  fourtii 
genus  of  the  clafs  of  the  plfces  Jugulares,  thf.  charader  of 
which  is  to  have  the  perioral  fins  terminated  in  a  point>  and 
feven  rays  to  the  membrane  of  the  gills ;  the  bcdy  elongated, 
^iid  the  head  cuneiform. 

This  genus  comprehends  fixteer  fpecies,  the  charafter  of 
one  of  which  is  to  have  twodorfaljitts  ;  and  this  fpecies  includes 
the  hake>  the  ling,  the  eel.pout,  and  the  whilUe-fifh. 

•)•  Pixofi's  Voyage^  page  185. 

animals 
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animals  which  they  kill  in  order  to  have  their  (kin. 
It  is  known  that  the  paws  of  bears  are  tolerably 
delicate  eating ;  and  we  read  in  the  accounts  of 
Travels  to  the  North,  that  people  cat  the  flcfli  of 
the  young  cubs,  and  even  that  of  the.  bears  when 
they  are  not  too  old :  that  of  the  fea-otter  may, 
probably,  not  be  the  moft  delicate  of  difiies ;  but 
the  experience  of  the  ^Ruffians  in  their  firft  voy- 
ages for  the^  difcovery  of  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America,  has  proved  that  it  is  not  a  noxious  ali- 
ment ;  and  the  great  multiplication  of  this  animal 
on  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft,   muft  difpel   all   ap- 
prehenfion    refpeding    the    means  of  fubftftence 
which  the  country  •may  afford  to  its  inconfiderable 
pumber  of  inhabitants. 

.    Our  voyagers  had   little  time  for  employing 
themfelves  in  the  fearch  of  the  marine  productions 
that  maybe  met  with  in  Tchinkitanay  Bay ; 
but   there  are   fome  which   are    particularly  re- 
markable,  command   attention,    and   invite    the 
obferver  to  examine  them.     Such  is  a  fpecies  of 
fucus  that  grows  on  the  reefs  in  the  bay,  and  at- 
tains a  length  in  comparifon  to  which  the  height 
of  the  talleft  trees  is  no  more  than  that  of  a  (hrub. 
According  to  the  meafures  taken  or  eftimatect 
by  Surgeon  J^oblet,  the  length  of  thisy«f«j  is 
about  feventy-four  fathoms,  or  three  hundred  and 
feventy  (French)  feet,  exclufive  of  that  of  the  leaves 
which  crown  its  fummit,  and  moft  of  which  ar« 
twenty  and  even  thirty  feet  long  \  this  carries  the 
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total  length  of  the  plant  to  four  hundred  feet. 
Its  root  is  compofed  of  an  infinite  number  of 
filaments  interwoven  with  each  other,  and  flightly 
adherent  to  the  fuperficies  of  the  living  rock :  thefe 
roots,  which  ferve  as  a  retreat  to  an  innumerable 
multitude  of  fmall  fea-infe^ls,  give  birth  to  a  ftem 
which  is  not  more  than  four  lines  in  diameter  at  its 
origin,  but  which  imperceptibly  grows  thicker,  as 
it  runs  from  its  roots,  fo  that  it  attains  a  thicknefs 
of  feven  inches  in  diameter  at  its  fummit,  which 
terminates  in  a  ball  furmounted  by  a  tuft  of 
leaves  of  great  length.  The  fubftance  of  this 
pl^t  is  vifcous,  and  dilTolves  in  water  when  it  has 
been  fet  to  dry.  Its  ftem,  of  a  femi-tranfparent 
horn  colour,  is  elaftic,  and  has  the  effe£l  of  % 
fpring,  if  comprefled  between  the  finger  and  the 
thumb ;  throughout  its  whole  length,  it  ndther 
has  knots  nor  branches ;  and  the  tube  which  occu- 
pies its  centre  is  entirely  free,  and  contains  no 
water. 

It  will  not  be  matter  of  aftoni(hment  that  Sur- 
geon RoBL£T  (hould  have  affigned  to  this  plant 
^bout  four  hundred  feet  in  length,  including  the 
leaves  of  its  fummit,  when  it  is  known  that  it 
grows  on  reefs  or  rpcks,  over  which  the  lead  finds 
thirty  fathoms  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  (French) 
feet  water  ;  that  it  cannot  rife  perpendicularly 
from  the  bottom,  becaufe  it  is  forced  to  take  the 
inclination  given  it  by  the  fwiftnefs  of  the  ftream, 
or  the  motiop,  which   the  tid^s  communicate  to 
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the  mafs  of  the  waters  which  it  traverfes ',  and  that 
at  length  having  reached  the  furface  of  the  fea, 
by  afcending  obliquely,  it  there  winds  over  a  long 
fpace,  which  may,  in  a  flraight  line,  be  ediniated  at 
about  forty-four  fathoms  or  two  hundred  and 
twenty  (French)  feet. 

<'  But  a  fingularity  which  deferves  to  be  men- 
tioned," fays  Surgeon  Roblet,  is  that  each 
plant  grows  by  itfelf,  I  mean  that  it  is  fmgle  on 
**  its  bafe.  I  alfo  remarked  that  although  thefc 
•'  fuci  are  very  near  other  tall  plants,  which  I  take 
«*  to  be  the  fucus  giganteus  of  Mr.  Banks  and 
"  Dr.  SoLANDER,  thefe  two  fpecies  do  not  grow 
"  promifcuoufly ;  the  places  whence  rifes  the 
•*  fucus  of  which  I  have  given  the  defcription,  are 
•*  feparated  by  fmall  intervals,  places  where  growj 
the  giganteuu  I  would  not,  however,  affirm 
that  this  difpofition  is  the  fame  wherever  thofe 
<'  two  phnts  are  met  with ;  and  it  might  happen 
**  that  what  I  faw  at  TchinkitAnay  may  appear 
^*  no*  more  than  an  exception  to  other  obfervers 
f'  who  may  obferve  better,  and  on  a  more  en^ 
*'  larged  fcale  than  I  was  able  to  do  on  an  extent 
^*  of  fea  which  is  but  three  or  four  leagues.- ' 

TYic  fucus  glganteiis,  or  at  leaft  that  which  Sur- 
geon RoBLET  took  for  this  plant,  becaufe  he  faw 
fome  like  it  off  the  Strait  of  Magella^^  and 
Staten  Land,  where  Meifrs.  Banks  and  So. 
LANDER  had  likewife  met  with  that  of  which 
they  have  fpoken,  and  on  which  they  have  impofed 
'    ,  \      the 
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the  charaflerlflic  epithet  of  giganteus,  iYiaXfucus,  I 
fay,  which  is  found  alfo  in  TchinxitAnay  Bay, 
is  not  lefs  in  length  than  that  of  which  the  defcrip- 
tion  has  juft  been  given  \  it  differs  from  it,  how- 
ever, by  its  bearing,  at  certain  didances,  branches 
charged  with  notched  leaves,  the  uneven  furface  of 
which  prefents  futrows,  depreflions,  and  afperities, 
and  which  are  not  fo  long  as  the  leaves  of  the  ball 
by  which  the  fmooth  and  uninterrupted  tube  of 
the  former  is  terminated :  each  of  the  branches 
too  of  the  giganteus  is  ramified ;  each  ramification 
is  terminated  by  a  piriform  tube,  filled  with  air, 
which  helps  to  float  the  branch  to  which  it  is  ad- 
herent ;  and  altogether  to  buoy  up  the  long  part 
of  the  plant  which  exceeds  the  height   of   the 
water,  and  winds  on  its  furface.    The  fubflance 
of  both  of  thefe  fuci  is  of  a  fpecific  gravity  greater 
than  that  of  the  fluid  j  they  fmk  in  it,  when  they 
are  cut  into  pieces. 

Befides  thefe  i^W  fuci,  unknown  in  the  European 
feas,  there  are  found  on  the  north-west  coaft  of 
America,  the  alga  marina,  and  feveral  plants 
which  the  fea  throws  on  our  coafts. 

I  have  (ketched  Tchinkitanay  Bay  as  it  may 
be  defcribed  from  the  account  of  our  voyagers, 
who  had  not  |eifure  to  examine  its  circumference 
minutely  \  I  have  indicated  this  vegetable  produc- 
tions which  the  land  and  the  fea  prefent  in  their 
diflferent  kinds  ;  I  have  fpoken  of  the  birds,  of 
the  fifhes,  of  the  quadrupeds  which   were   feen 
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alive  or  entire,  and  of  thofe  which  could  be 
known  only  by  their  fkin :  it  remains  for  me  to 
paint  the  men  fuch  as  they  were  feen,  in  a  phy. 
fical  fenfe ;  and>  in  a  moral  one,  fuch  as  they 
could  be  divined. 

The  natives  who  occupy  the  environs  of  Tchin- 
KIT  AN  AY  Bay  are  of  a  (lature  below  the  middle 
fize ;   none  of  five  feet  four  inches  (Frencl^)  arc 
to  be  feen  :  their  body  is  thick,  but  tolerably  well- 
proportioned  ;  their  round  and  flat  face,  is  not  fet 
off  by  their  fnub  but  fliarp  nofe,  little  watery  eyes, 
funk  in  the  head,  and  prominent  cheek-bones.    It 
is  no  eafy  matter  to  determine  the  colour  of  their 
complexion ;  it  might  be  imagined  to  be  red  or 
light  brownr,  but  a  coat  of  natural  dirt,  thickened 
by  a  foreign  mixture  of  red  and  black  fubftanccs 
with  which  they  fmear  their  vifage,  fuffers  no  rem- 
nant of  their  primitive  flcin  to  be  difcovered.     The 
coloured  ftrokes  which  they  trace  on  their  face, 
prefect  not  all  the  fame  defign  *  ;  but  all  equally 
add  to  their  natural  uglinefs.    Their  coarfe,  thick 
hair,  covered  with  ochre,  down  of  birds,  and  all 
the  filth  which  neglect  and  time  have  accumulated 
in  it,  contributes  to  render  their  afpeft  ftill  more 
hideous.    They  wear  their  beard  only  at  a  certain 
age}    the  youths  carefully  eradicate  it:   adults 
fuffer  it  to  grow :  and  it  is  at  this  day  well  proved, 
by  the  unanimous  account  of  the  different  voy- 
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agers  who  have  vifited  the  North-west  coaft  of 
America,  that  all  the  Americans  have  a  beard, 
in  contradiftion  to  the  opinion  of  fome  of  the 
learned,  who  have  refufed  it  to  the  men  of  the 
New  World,  and  wiflied  to  make  of  this  want  of 
hair  a  variety  in  the  human  fpecies.  It  is  pro- 
bable that  the  face  of  thofe  at  Tchinkitanay  Bay 
would  be  lefs  difgufting,  if  they  preferved  that 
which  nature  has  given  them }  for  the  young  boys 
have  an  agreeable,  and  even  an  intereiling  coun» 
tenance ;  but  age  and  dill  more  the  trouble  which 
they  take  to  make  themfelves  ugly  by  wifliing  to 
embellifh  themfelves,  end  in  giving  them  hard, 
coarfe,  and  even  ferocious  features:  Surgeon 
Roblet  attributes  their  air  of  ferocity  to  the  fre- 
quent exprellion  of  the  paflions  by  which  they  are 
agitated,  p  Tattooing  is  little  in  ufe  among  the 
Tchinkitanayans;  a  few  men  only  are  tattooed  on 
'  the  hands,  and  on  the  legs  below  the  knee ;  aimed 
all  the  women  are  tattooed  on  the  fame  parts  of 
the  body. 

The  women,  more  fair,  or  lefs  dark  than  the 
men,  are  (till  more  ugly :  a  big  and  clumfy  head  ; 
a  circular  faice ;  a  nofe  fqueezed  in  about  the 
middle  of  its  length  ;  eyes  fmall  and  inanimate ; 
cheek-bones  very  prominent  j  h^ir,  or  rather  a 
mane,  thick,  bufliy  and  coarfe,  tied  behind  with 
ftrips  of  leather,  either  in  the  form  of  a  cue  or  a 
club ;  the  flioulders  ftrong  and  broad  j  the  neck 
low,  tolerably  firm  and   well  rounded  in   thofe 
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who  are  not  fixteen,  but  extremely  flabby  and 
pendent  in  thofe  who  have  fuckled  ;  a  waid  fhort 
and  thick;  knees  and  feet  turned  in,  fubjed  to 
ftrike  againd  each  other  in  walking ;  and  to  com- 
plete the  whole,  a  fllthinefs  truly  difguding.  Mod 
afluredly,  if  we  place  this  portrait  by  the  fide  of 
that  of  one  of  thofe  women  whom  nature  has  ap* 
peared  to  take  a  delight  in  forming  on  the  iflands 
fcattered  in  the  middle  of  the  Great  Ocean, 
that  of  a  female  Taheitean  or  Mendo9an,  we  fhall 
Aand  in  need  of  reflexion,  not  to  believe  that 
thefe  two  individuals  belong  to  two  different 
fpecies : 

**  L*un  rejffemhte  2t  la  nuitf  comme  Pautre  au  beau  jour  •.'* 

Voltaire. 

V.--.  The  women  of  Tchinkitanay  have  thought 
\  \Sts  proper  to  add  to  their  natural  uglinefs,  by  the  ufe 
of  a  lip-ornament,  no  lefs  whimf^cal  than  inconve* 
nient.  The  people,  belonging  to  Cook's  ihip, 
who  iirfl:  perceived  females  decked  with  this  or- 
nament, reported  to  their  captain  that  they  had 
feen  women  with  two  mouths :  and,  in  fa£t,  they 
have  very  much  that  appearance.  In  order  to 
procure  them  a  charm  from  which,  no  doubt, 
they  exped  complete;  fuccefs,  iince,  to  obtain  it, 
they  fubmit  to  fufier  for  a  long  time,  a  longitu- 
dinal flit,  parallel  to  th^  mouth,  is  made  about 
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fix  lines  below  their  under  lip ;  in  this  is  firft  in- 
ferted  a  (kewer  of  iron  or  wood,  and  the  bulk  of 
this  foreign  fubflance  is  increafed  gradually,  and 
from  time  to  time,  according  to  the  progrefs  of 
age ;  at  length  means  are  found  to  introduce  into 
it  a  piece  of  wood  neatly  wrought,  the  Ihape  and 
fize  of  which  are  nearly  thofe  of  the  bowl  of  a 
table-fpoon.  The  effed  of  this  ornament  is  to 
deprefs,  by  the  weight  of  its  projefting  part,  the 
under  lip  on  the  chin,  to  develop  the  charms  of  a 
large  gaping  mouth,  which  aflumes  the  Ihape  of 
that  of  an  oven,  and  to  expofe  to  full  view  a  fet  of 
yellow  and  dirty  teeth.  As  this  machine  is  re- 
moved and  replaced  at  pleafure,  when  it  is  taken 
away,  the  tranfverfal  flit  of  the  lip  prefents  a  fecond 
mouth,  which,  from  its  aperture,  is  not  inferior 
in  fize  to  the  natural  mouth:  and,  in  fome 
women,  it  is  upwards  of  three  inches  in  length  *. 

The 

*  This  ornament,  as  wbimfical  as  it  mud  be  {nconvenient»  is, 
however,  not  peculiar  to  the  north-'wefl  coait  of  America  t  it 
was  found  in  ufc  among  the  Brazilians,  when  the  Uifcovery  was 
made  of  their  country.  They  pierced  their  under  lip  from 
their  infancy,  and,  at  that  tender  age,  they  contented  them- 
felves  with  inferting  there  a  little  bone  as  white  as  ivory  ;  but, 
at  the  age  of  pubeity,  they  introdtced  into  it  a  ftone  of  the 
length  of  a  finger,  which  they  incruilarcd  In  fuch  a  manner 
that  it  held  of  its  own  accord  t  fome  enchafed  thefe  even  Into 
their  cheeks.  It  is  alloni(hing  tKnt  fu  extraordinary  a  deco- 
ration as  the  lip  ornament,  (hould  have  preftnted  itfelf  to  the 
mind  of  two  different  nations,  one  of  which  couUl  not  have 
ferved  as  a  model  to  the  other,  to  judge  from  their  diilant  pp. 
fition,  which  fcarcely  allow  us  to  fuppofe  that  they  can  have 
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The  men  do  not  allow  themfelves  to  make  ufe 
of  this  ornament ;  it  is  the  exclufive  attribute  of 
the  fair  fex.  According  to  the  Editor  of  Dixon's 
Journal,  **  this  curious  operation  of  cutting  the 
under  lip  of  the  females,  never  takes  place  du- 
ring their  infancy ;  but,"  fays  this  writer, 
•*  from  every  obfervation  I  was  able  to  make, 
•*  feems  confined  to  a  peculiar  period  of  life. 
"  When  the  girls  arrive  to  the  age  of  fourteen  or 
**  fifteen,"  continues  he,  "  the  centre  of  the 
"  under  lip,  in  the  thick  part  near  the  mouth, 
**  is  fimply  perforated,  and  a  piece  of  copper  wire 
**  introduced  to  prevent  the  aperture  from  clofing; 
•*  the  aperture  afterwards  is  lengthened,  from 
*'  time  to  time,  in  a  line  parallel  with  the  mouth ; 
•*  and  the  wooden  ornaments  are  enlarged  in 
««  proportion,  till  they  are  frequently  increafed  to 
•*  three,  or  even  four  inches  in  length,  and  nearly 
*'  as  wide ;  but  this  generally  happens,  when  the 
"  matron  is  advanced  in  years,  and  confequently' 
•*  the  mufcles  are  relaxed ;  fo  that,  poffibly,  old 
*'  age  may  obtain  greater  refped  from  this  very 


had  a  communication  with  each  other.  It  is  not  knowQ 
whether  it  have  been  inttoduced  into  other  parts  of  the  conti. 
nent.  The  tribes  of  the  north-wtjl  coaft,  as  is  feen,  improve 
confiderably  on  the  Brazilians  ;  it  may  be  faid  that  they  ex- 
aggerate  the  fadiion. 

This  fafhion  appears  general  on  the  coafti  between  the  fif- 
tieth  and  fixticth  parallels,  with  this  difference,  that,  in  tlic 
moR  northern  parts,  the  men  alone  wear  the  lip-ornanKut, 
and  th^t,  in  the  fouthern  parts,  it  is  refervcd  for  the  women, 
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«  finsular  ornament  *."    Captain  Chanal  and 
Surgeon  Roblet  do  not  agree  with  the  Editor 
of  Dixon's   voyage  as  to   the  period   at  which 
the  women  can  afpire  to  the  privilege  of  wearing 
the  lip-ornament :  they  fay  that  the  operation  is 
begun  from  the  moft  tender  infancy;   and  they 
faw  girls  at  the  bread  who  already  had  their  lip 
flit,  and  adorned  with  a  wooden  Ikewer.     But  it 
is  podible  that  thefe  voyagers  may  not  be  at  vari- 
ance :    the    acquaintance  which  the   women    of 
TcHiNKiTANAY  havc  made  with  Europeans,  -ftiufl: 
have  improved  among  them  the  art  of  pleafing  • 
and,  perhaps,  fmce  Dixon  quirted  them,  they  have 
decided   that   they  could    not,  too  early  in  life, 
caufe  all  their  fex  to  enjoy  an  ornament  that  em- 
bellifhes  the  attractions  which  Nature  has  fo  pro- 
digally dealt  out  to  them. 

As  youth  always  infpires  intered  and  indul- 
gence, the  French  voyagers  aflfert  that  the  young 
girls  are  neither  fo  ugly  nor  fo  difgufting  as  the 
women  •,  yet  they  acknowledge,  that  they  faw  not 
a  fmgle  one  who  was  tolerably  pretty  :  we  mud 
believe  feamen,  without  hefitaticm,  when  they  fay 
that  the  women  whom  they  have  met  with  iu  their 
excurfions,  deferved  not  their  homage. 

The  individuals  of  both  fexes,  children,  whether 
young  and  old,  are  covered  with  vermin :  they 
alTiduoufly  hunt  thofe  devouring  animals,  but  in 
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order  to  devour  them  themfelves  ;  and  they  appear 
fo  keen  after  them,  that  one  might  be  tempted  to 
believe  that  it  is  for  the  purpofe  of  hufbanding 
themfelves  the  paftime  of  hunting  in  the  vale  sf 
flea/ure,  that  they  fufFer  them  to  multiply  *.    The 
furs  which  they  fell  to  ftrangers  are  fo  infefted 
with  them,  that  whatever  pains  be  taken  to  rid 
the  fkins  of  thofe  infe£ls,  they  foon  increafe  to  fuch 
an  excefs,  that  it  becomes  impoflible  for  the  crew 
of  a  (hip  to  efcape  their  purfuit  and  voracity :  it 
may  be  faid,  that,   in  taking  a  cargo  of  furs,  a 
veiTel  takes  a  cargo  of  lice. 
....     It  cannot  be  doubted  that  the  fmall-pox  has 
!  been  introduced  into  the  countries  whicli  border 
^■on  Tchinkitanay  Bay ;  for  feveral  individuals 
.  iof  both  fexes  bear  unequivocal  marks  of  it ;   and 
they  explained  very  clearly  to  Surgeon  Roblet, 
who  queftioned  them  concerning  the  caufe  of  thefe 
marks,  that  they  proceeded  from  a  diforder  which 
made  the  face  fwell,  and  covered  the  body  with 
virulent  puftules  that  occafioned  violent  itchings : 
they  even  remarked  that  the  French  muft  be  well 
acquainted  with  if,  fince  fome  of  them  alfo  bore 
the  marks  of  it.    !ln  1787,  Captain  Portlock 
i   was  witnefs  of  the   ravages  which  it  had  made, 
I  Ibme  years  before,  and  of  the  .depopulation  that 
*  had  been  the  confequence  of  it,  in  the  harbour  to 


•  This  taftc  is  comnu.n  to  tlicin  as  well  as  to  the  people  of 
Cliina. 
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which  he  has  given  his  name,  and  which  is  fitu« 
ated  at   no   great  diftance    10  the   north-weft  of 
Tchinkitanay  tc'xvards  the  latitude  of  57^  50', 
From  the    information  that  he  was  able  to  pro. 
cure,  he  thinks,  and   this  opinion  appears  to  be 
well  founded,  that  the  Spaniards   who,  in  1775, 
pulhed  their  difcoveries  on  this  coaft,  as   far   as 
the   fifty-eighth  parallel,  left  there  this  indelible 
trace  of  their  unexpected  appearance  and  vifit  *. 
It  was  then  referved  for  them  to  fpread  contagion 
on  the  two  fliores  of  the  New  World,   as  if  their 
arms  ought  not  to  have  futficed  for  its  depopula- 
tipn  ;  for  it  is  well  known  that  the  fmall-pox  was 
carried  to  Mhxico,  by  a  negro  flave  belonging  to 
the  fuit  of  Narvae?,  when  the  latter  was  fent 
with    a  body   of  troops,  by   Velasqiiez,  com- 
mandant at   Cuba,    to  deprive   Cortes    of  his 
commiflion  and  arreft  him  in  the  midft  of  his  con- 
quefts.     Quetlavaca,  who  occupied  the  throne 
of  Mexico,  after  the  tragical  end  of  the  unfortu-^ 
nate   Montezuma,  his  brother,  which   was  dif- 
graceful  to  the  concjueror,   fell  a  viclim  to  that 
frightful  diforder,  one  of  the  fcourges  of  EuROPii 
which   ravaged   and   depopulated  the  two  Ame- 
ricas f.     The  Spaniards  think  to  juftify  them- 
felves  by  faying,   that,  if  they  gave  the  fmall-pox 
to  the  Americans,  this  was  only  exchanging  one 

*  Portloci's  VoyagCt  page  270  and  following. 

t  See   Rohrlfon'f  Hi/iory  of  Jmcricay     Book  VH.    Note 
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diforder  for  another  :   ah  !  if,  in  faft,  it  be  true, 
that  the  difeafe  which  they  brought  back  from  their 
conquefts,  and  which  has  infefted  the  Old  Conti- 
nent, took  birth  in  the  New ;   if  it  were  inevitable 
that  the  two  Worlds,  by  opening  a  communica- 
tion,  (hould  reciprocally  bellow  on  each  other  fo 
fatal  a  prefent,  it  may  be  faid,  that,   in  this  re- 
fpeft,   as  well  as  in  many  others,   it  would  have 
been  better,  for  the  happinefs  of  the  human  fpe- 
cies,  that  they  had  continued  eternally  unknown 
to  each  other. 
.  X  ^  ije  Jrefs  of  the  men  and  women  of  Tchinki- 
'  v^  '^ '  TAN  AY  confifts  of  a  fort  of  Ihirt  of  tanned  Ikin, 
\  '.    V  fewed  at  the  fides,  the  wide  fleeves  of  which  reach 

\  only  a  little  below  the  fhoulder,   and  a  fur  cloak 

which  is  worn  with  the  hair  on  the  outfide.  Over 
this,  the  women  wear,  befides,  an  apron  of  the 
fame  fkin  which  comes  no  higher  than  the  wald, 
and  another  otter  cloak  over  the  former.  The 
Editor  of  DixoN*s  Journal  fays,  that,  "  befides 
"  their  ordinary  drefs,  the  natives  at  this  place 
have  a  peculiar  kind  of  cloaks,  made  purpofely 
to  defend  them  from  the  inclemency  of  the 
weather.  I  had  no  opportunity,*'  adds  he,  "  of 
*'  examining  them  minutely,  but  they  appear  to  be 
made  of  reeds  fewed  very  clofely  together  ;  and  I 
"  was  told  by  one  of  our  gentlemen  who  was  with 
"  Captain  Cook  during  his  laft  voyage,  that  they 
are  exadly  the  fame  with  thofe  worn  by  the  in- 

"  habitants 
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«*  habitants  of  New  Zealand*."  When  the 
cold  is  not  (harp,  the  men  throw  off  the  (kin 
fliirt,  and  content  themfelves  with  the  ikin  cloak, 
which  djdmits  of  part  of  their  body  being  feen 
naked.  Mofl:  of  them  are  adorned  with  a  neck- 
lace, compofed  of  copper  wire  interwoven  ;  and 
this  ornament  appears  not  to  be  of  European  ma- 
nufiifture ;  it  might  be  taken  for  a  work  of  their 
own  hands.  They  therefore  poflefs  mines,  whence 
they  extraft  this  metal ;  and  nothing  contradifts 
this  firfl:  fuppofirion  :  but  it  would  be  neceflary  to 
fuppofe  too  that  they  poflefs  the  art  of  melting 
metal,  of  drawing  it  into  wire,  of  working  it;  and 
what  we  have  been  able  to  learn  of  their  induftry, 
does  not  favour  the  idea  that  we  can  grant  them 
this  knowledge.  What  feems  moll  probable,  is, 
that  thefe  necklaces,  fabricated  in  fome  of  the 
European  fettlements  of  the  interior,  come  to  them  1 
ready  made,  from  tri  )e  to  tribe,  through  the  chan-  /  .  t 
nelof  the  intermediate  nations.  Both  fexes  make  f^^(/i- 
life  of  a  fmall  hat,  made  of  bark,  plaited,  and  in 
the  form  of  a  cone  truncated  at  a  fourth  or  a 
third  of  its  height :  but,  mofl:  frequently,  the 
men  have  the  head  bare ;  their  thick  hair,  mixed 
with  ochre  and  down  of  birds,  forms  a  natural 
head-drefs,  which,  in  ordinary  weather,  muft  be 
fufticient  to  proJed  their  head  from  the  injury  of 
the  air.     It  might  be  imagined,  from  tlie  prefer - 
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ence  which  they  at  this  day  give  to  jackets  and 
trovvfers,  that  they  find  the  ufe  of  them  more  con- 
venient than  that  of  their  former  clothes ;  yet  1 
fhould  rather  think,  that,  not  being  able  to  acquire 
but  by  the  facrlfice  of  their  furs,  the  European 
utenfils  the  utility  of  which  they  have  difcovered, 
and  which  have  made  them  know  wants ;  eager .  to 
procure  themfelves  with  new  commodities,  new 
enjoyments,  they  have  accommodated  themfelves 
to  our  drefs:  for  it  mufl  be  admitted  that  a 
Frenchman  who  ihould  be  condemned  to  pafs  a 
winter  ^  amid  the  frozen  forefts  of  the  north- 
west coaft  of  America,  in  57*  north  latitude, 
would  prefer  to  our  woollen  cloths,  thofe  thick 
furs  which  Nature  feems  to  have,  defignedly,  la- 
vifhed  on  the  countries  where  the  feverity  of  the 
cold  deiuands  the  ufe  of  them. 

Independently  of  their  every  day  clothing,  the 
men  have  another  which  may  be  called  their  holi- 
day fuit,  or  habit  of  ceremony.  As  this  drefs 
differs,  fiom  the  mafquerade  or  war  i'reffes  in 
which  the  natives  of  Nootka  fometimes  muffle 
themfelves  up,  and  which  Captain  Cook,  who 
has  defcribed  tht  'n  with  the  greateft  minutenefs, 
calls  their  mon/i  .a  decorations  *,  it  may  not  be 
ufelefs  to  make  known  that  of  the  Tchinkitanay- 
ans :  to  add  a  chapter  to  the  hiftory  of  drefles,  is 
to  add  one  to  that  of  the  extravagances  of  ihe 


*  See  Cooi'i  Third  Voyage,  vol.  ii.  page  306. 
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privileged  animal,  fo  proud  of  his  reafon,  who 
{lyles  himfelf  the  king  of  Nature. 

As  far  as  we  are  able  to  judge,  the  drefs  of 
which  Captain  Chanal-  gives  us  the  defcription, 
is  referved  by   the  natives  of  TchinkitAnay, 
for  particular  ceremonies  or  funflions,  for  charac- 
ters of  buffoons  or  jugglers :  to  the  objedt  of  war 
it  appears  to  be  quite  foreign.     It  is  remarked, 
however,  that  the  ufe  of  this  drefs  is  not  confined 
to  old  men ;  for    the  American    to  whom  the 
French  addreffed  themfelves  to   fee  one  of  thefe 
dreifes  of  chara£ter,  appeared  not  to  be  more  than 
twenty-five  years  of  age  *.     It  was  not  without 
fome  difficulty  that  they  prevailed  on  him  ti  dif- 
play  part  of  his  wardrobe  which  he  kept  carefully 
put  by  in  a  little  box,  and  in   which,  through 
great  condefcenfion    towards   flrangers,    he  was 
pleafed  to  muffle  himfelf  up  in  their  prefence.     The 
firit  piece  of  this  whimfical  attire  is  a  fort  cf  grena- 
dier's cap,  or  rather  the  fore  part   of  a  mitre, 
which  h  placed  on  the  forehead,  and  faftened  by 
firings  lied  behind  rhe  head ;  the  fides  of  it  are 
bordered  with  long  hair  of  men  and  beafls.     On 
the  exterior  part  of  this  head-drefs,  are  reprcfented 
figures  of  men,  quadrupeds,  and    birds,  painted 
in  a  grotefque  manner;   and  braids,    compofed 
of  hair  of  bealls,  and  filaments  of  tree  or  fhrub- 
bark,  like  flaxfj   Itong  down  behind  as  a  long 
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trailing  tail.  The  bread  is  covered  with  a  fort 
of  pladron  or  cuirafs,  made  of  a  tiflue  of  fpun 
hair,  and  trimmed  with  flips  of  (kin,  which  are 
fhaped  like  the  fkirts  of  a  corfet,  the  lower  extre- 
mities of  which  are  cut  out  into  little  fringes  to 
which  are  fufpended,  in  infinite  numbers,  fmall 
fhells,  fpurs  and  bills  of  birds :  on  the  middle  of 
this  plaflron,  are  painted  various  irregular  figures. 
On  each  thigh,  and  knee,  are  placed  pieces  nearly 
limilar,  with  this  difference,  that  that  of  the  knee 
prefents  a  grotefque  head  with  a  wooden  nofe, 
moveable  and  hooked,  three  or  four  inches  in 
length.  Thefe  laft-mentioned  pieces  are,  like  the 
cuirafs,  garniftied  with  fliells  and  dried  extremities 
of  birds,  which,  by  (Iriking  againfl  each  other  in 
the  motions  of  the  body,  imitate,  though  very  im- 
perfeftly,  the  found  of  our  little  bells.  The 
Tchinkitanayan,  muffled  up  in  this  garb,  holds, 
in  one  hand,  a  hoop  of  plaited  ofier,  eight  or  nine 
inches  in  diameter,  the  radii  and  circumference 
of  wKich  are  decorated  with  the  fame  gew-gavii 
as  the  other  parts  of  the  drefs.  In  the  other 
hand,  he  carries  the  reprefentation,  made  with  ofier 
or  bark*,  of  a  human  head,  terminated  in  a 
point,  and  fixed  at  the  end  of  a  flick  about  eight 
inches  in  length ;  this  head  is  filled  with  dried 
and  fonorous  feeds,  and  may  be  compared,  though 
on  a  large  fcale,  to  thofe  wicker-rattles  which  the 
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village-nurfes  (hake  in  the  ears  of  their  nurfllng.  /•\ 
As  foon  as  the  a£lor  had  finiflied  his  toilet,  thc^^^/. 
piece  began  :  it  neither  was  long  nor  overcharged  '**' 

mxh  incidents  ;  in  it,  the  three  unities  were  per-     ^^ 
feftly  obferved ;   he  confined  himfelf  to  agitating    l(J>:/, 
his  body  in  every  way,  and  to  endeavouring,  by 
a  univcrfal  contortion  of  his  limbs,  to  find  mo- 
tions that  might  multiply  the  (hocks  of  the  fono-    . 
rous  gew-gaws  with  which  his  drefs  was  loaded, 
in  order  to   increafe  and  diverfify  their   founds.  .  ,' 

At  the  fame  time,  he  made  horrible  grimaces, 
which  Callot  might  have  employed,  with  fuccefs, 
in  his  Temptation  of  Saint  Anthony :  it  cannot  be 
faid  that  he  was  the  more  ugly  on  that  account;  ' 
but  he  produced  varieties  in  his  uglinefs.  It  may 
well  be  fuppofed  that  it  was  impo(ribIe  for  the 
fpe£lators  to  divine  the  fubje6t  of  the  piece ;  they 
were  obliged  to  content  themfelves  with  admiring 
the  elegance  of  the  codume  and  the  fupplenefs  / 
of  the  aflor  of  the  pantomime. 

This  charader-drefs  was  not  the  only  one  that 
he  poiTefled ;  his  wardrobe  contained  a  great 
number,  no  doubt  for  different  parts,  and  was 
remarked^  above  all,  for  a  varied  colledion  of  caps. 
It  may  be  imagined  that  national  vanity  had  in- 
duced him  to  difplay,  to  the  eyes  of  (trangers,  the 
drefs  to  which  he  attached  the  mod  importance, 
and  which  feemed  to  him  the  beft  calculated  to 
excite  their  admiration  ;  they  were,  however,  very 
defirous    to  fee    the  others,   but  he  would  not 
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permit  them  to  be  examined ;  and  whatever  en. 
treaty  they  made,  'Whatever  price  they  oflfcred,  they 
could  never  prevail  on  him  to  part  with  any  arti- 
cles  of  his  wardrobe. 

The  population  of  TchinkitAnay  Bay,  like 
that  of  all  the  north-west  coaft  of  America, 
is  not  numerous.  We  may  fuppofe  that  the 
greater  part,  and  almbft  the  whole  of  the  natives 
who  occupy  the  (kirts  of  the  bay,  with  the  ex- 
ception  of  the  old  men  and  the  infirm,  prefented 
themfelves  round  the  fhip ;  and  our  voyagers 
could  never  reckon  more  than  two  hundred  in* 
dmduals,  including  women  and  children :  but, 
as  the  number  of  the  men  always  exceeded  that 
of  the  women,  we  mud  fuppofe  that  fome  of 
the  latter  had  remained  in  the  habitations,  in  order 
to  give  their  attention  to  the  family  concerns,  and 
to  the  children  at  the  bread.  In  Dixon's  Journal, 
tre  find  that  the  greateft  number  ever  feen  about 
his  fljip  at  one'  time,  was  a  hundred  and  feventy- 
five,  including  women  and  children :  the  Editor  of 
his  voyage  fays,  "  were  I  to  eftimate  thefe  at  half 
*'  the  number  who  live  here,  it  would,  perhaps, 
"  not  be  far  from  the  truth ;  but  fuppofing  an 
"  allowance  to  be  made  for  the  aged  and  infirm, 
*'  and  for  thofe  who  were  abfent,  engaged  in 
hunting,  fifhing,  &c.  I  think  four  hundred  and 
fifty  people  will  be  the  whole  of  the  natives 
**  found  here,  taking  the  computation  in  its  utmoil 
,  «  extenf, 
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«  extent,  and  including  men,  women,  and  chiU 
"  dren  *;" 

We  muft  not  be  afloniflied  to  find  a  feeble  po- 
pulation on  i^mds  whole  forefls,  perhaps  as  ancient 
as  the  foil  that  nourilhes  them,  cover  all  the  fur- 
fice  which  is  not  reached  by  the  ^empefts  of  the 
ocean.  The  man,  who,  to  fecure  his  fubfiflence, 
has  only  the  chances  of  hunting  and  fifliing,  can 
fcarcely  provide  for  himfelf :  culture  alone  can 
call  forth  population  ;  and  a  few  cultivated  acres 
of  ohe  of  thofe  iflands  placed  between  the  tropics^ 
muH:  afford  a  living  to  a  greater  number  of  men^ 
than  whole  countries  where  the  land  exhaufls 
its  fecundity  in  reproducing  inceifantly  ufelefs  HO" 
refts. 

The  principal  food  of  the  natives  of  Tchinkit- 
anay  is  filh,  frefli  or  finoked,  the  dried  fpawn  of 
fifli,  of  which  they  make  a  fort  of  cake,  and  the 
flefh  of  the  animals  that  they  kill  j  to  thefe  they 
add,  in  the  intervals  of  their  meals  and  in  their 
excurfiohs,  the  ufc  of  a  farinaceous  legume,  the 
tafte  of  which  may  be  compared  to  that  of  the 
fweet  potatoe,  and  which  Surgeon  Roblet  be- 
lieves to  be  the  faranne  f.     Wild  fruits,  and  ber- 

■       '  ries 

*  Dixon's  Voyage^  page  186. 

t  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  fays  that  **  the  faranne," 
which,  wcording  to  him,  is  the  wild  lily  root,  •*  grows  here 
in  great  plenty  and  perfeition.**     [Dixon's  Foyage,  page  185.) 

The  faranne  (lilium  Jlore  atro  rubente)  is  no\.  \.\\t  lily  of  the 
villey  (Lilium  convaUium  album)  commonly  called  la  French 
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ries  which  are  found  in  abundance  in  the  woods^ 
with  the  tender  root  of  the  fern,  likewife  afford 

them 


Auguft 


muguet,  with  the  (vfeet  odour  of  which  erery  one  is  acquaint- 
ed. The  mugmt  alfo  grows  at  Tchtnhildnay  (as  has  been  fcen 
in  page  302  )  ;  but  ft  is  a  h'ly  with  a  blue  flower  and  of  a  large 
fpecies. 

The  farmme  is  the  Kamtfchatka  lily,  a  fpecies  of  liliaceous 
plant  which  Stelkr  fays  is  to  be  met  with  only  in  Siberia  and 
in  the  peninfula  of  Kamtfchatka,  and  which  nature,  no  doubt,^ 
has  likewife  beftowed  on  the  pait£  of  the  north-weft  coaft  of 
America  fituated  under  the  fame  latitudes.  This  plant  grows 
to  the  height  of  half  a  foot:  its  bulbous  root  is  of  the  6ig- 
nefa  of  that  of  garhc  :  its  ftem  is  as  thick  as  a  fwan's  quill> 
red  below  and  green  above  :  it  is  garnifhed  with  two  rows  of 
oVal  leaves,  the  lower  row  has  three  leaves,  and  the  upp6r  one, 
four.  The  flower,  which  appears  in  the  month  of  June  (a 
time  when  this  plant  (hoots  much  higher),  is  reddifli  and  refem. 
bles  that  of  the  Hly  :  its  (lamina  are  yellow  at  the  end,  and, 
fix  in  number,  furround  the  piftil,  which  is  triangular  and 
contains  in  three  capfules,  fome  reddifli  feeds.  The  inhabi" 
tants  of  the  countries  where  thie  j^ant  grows^  make,  a  fort  of 
gruel  with  ks  bulbous  root. 

S/el'er  didinguKhes  five  fpecies  oi/arantus  ;  namely* 
J.  The  Kimtchiga  which  refembles  ourfweetpea ; 
i.  The  round  Saranne,  v/ynch  has  been  above  defcribed  ; 

3.  TheOnfinittf  wtuch  grows  throughout  alt  Siberia ; 

4.  The  Tittchpa', 

5.  The  Matiflajladld  travo  ;  or  the  fwea plant,  of  which  fwect- 

meats  are  made  in  the  country,  and  from  which  the  Ruf- 
fians find  means  alfo  to  extrafl  a  fpirituous  liqwoc 
The  root  of  this  laft-mentioned  plant  is  yellow  without,  white 
within,  and  of  a  bitter  and  tart  flavour :  its  flefhy  and  jointed 
Aem  rifes  to  th.e  height  of  five  feet ;  it  is  g«rni(bed  with  ten 
leaves  of  a  gvecni(h  red ;  its  flowers  are  white  and  refembie 
thofc  of  fennel.   The  Matifta  is  never  gathered  but  with  gloves* 
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them  an  occafional  fapply.  We  know  not  what 
was  their  peculiar  manner  of  preparing  their  ali- 
ments ;  at  this  day,  they  drefs  fifli  and  meat  in  the 
pots  and  kettles  which  they  have  obtained  by 
trade;  but,  taught  by  experience,  they  no  longer 
cxpolfe  to  the  fire  the  tin  and  pewter  veffels  which 
they  have  received  from  the  Europeans ;  they 
gave  the  Frenth  to  underftand  that  the  former 
were  unfoldered^  and  the  lattier,  melred:  they  make 
ufe  of  both  for  ferving  up  their  food  wheii  drefled"; 
and  they  ethploy  them  jointly  with  the  wooden 
diflies  and  bowls'  which  they  manufacture  them- 
felveff.  Their  travelling  utenfils  are  become  much 
more  cumberfome  than  they  were  before  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  Grangers :  they  begin  to  experience 
the  embarrafiment  of  riches. 


ion  account  of  its  Cauftic  juice  which  raifes  bh'ikrs  on  the 
hands. 

(Sec  Bom'Are'x  Dinionnaire  ^Hljlbire  Naturclk  at  the  word 
SarantUt  yi'here  will  be  found  a  defcription  of  the  manner  of 
drawing  from  this  plant  an  ardent  fpirit. ) 

As  it  appears  that  the  natives  of  the  north-ivefi  coaft  of 
Amtrieant  thtfaranne ;  as  we  are  certain  that  in  Siberia  and  in 
Kamt/chatka,  it  nkakes  a  part  of  the  food  of  their  inhabitants  ; 
and  as  it  is  of  importance  to  feamen,  to  be  acquainted,  in  the 
diilant  countries  whc^e  they  arc  likely  to  touch,  with  all  the 
vegetables  that  maybe  emplbyed  as  food,  I  thought  that  it 
was  ufeful  to  indicate  to  them  the  diftinAive  characters  of  this 
plant,  ia  order  that  they  may  not  be  at  a  lofs  to  diitinguifh  it 
from  thofe  which  might  refemble  it  and  not  poifefs  the  fame 
qualityi 
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,,^>iv  They  always  mix  train-oil  with  their  broth. 
This  oil,  the  ftrong  and  tart  fmell  of  which  makes 
us  rejeft  it  from  our  cookery,  excites  not  the  fame 
repugnance  among  the  North  Americans,  and  the 
other  nations  that  occupy  the  regions  bordering 
on  the  poles  :  the  Greenlander  fwallows  a  glafs  of 
train-oil,  as  the  European  would  fwaliow  a  glafs  of 
Tokay.  Fi(h-oil,  in  general,  is  a  liquor  of  which 
the  inhabitant  of  the  frozen  climates,  fettled  on  the 
borders  of  the  fea,  and  living  on  its  productions, 
makes  a  habitual  and  necelfary  ufe ;  it  developes 
the  heat  concentered  in  the  (lomach,  and,  by  driv- 
ing it  towards  the  circumference,  by  carrying  it  to 
the  extremities,  it  maintains  throughout  the  whole 
habit  of  the  body,  the  circulation  of  the  fluids ;  it 
protects  the  members  from  a  numbednefs  which 
would  end  by  caufmg  their  action  to  ceafe,  and 
occafion  their  lofs.  It  is  not  known  that  the 
Tchinkitanayans  make  ufe  of  any  fermented  drink, 
or  any.flrong  liquor  ;  and  the  brandy  of  which 
they  were  prevailed  on  to  make  a  trial,  appeared 
not  to  be  to  their  liking:  it  were  to  be  wifhed, 
for  their  tranquillity  and  happincfs,  that  their  com- 
munication  with  Europeans  may  not  introduce  into 
their  foreds,  this  fatal  liquor  which  has  carried 
confufioii  into  thofe  of  the  favages  of  the  east  part 
of  North  America,  and  which,  on  the  coaft  of 
Africa,  is  paid  for  by  the  freedom  of  men.  Their 
cuftom,  like  that  of  almoft  all  the  nations  of  Ame- 

'  .  RICA 
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RICA  and  Asia,  is  to  chew  habitually  a  fpecies  of 
herb ;  and  as  foon  as  they  were  acquainted  with  the 
tobacco  leaf,  they  gave  it  the  preference  to  that 
which  they  before  employed  to  fatisfy  the  fame 
want. 

The  firft  navigators  who  vifited  the  north. 
WEST  coafl:  of  America,  in  afcending  from  the 
forty-fecond  degree  of  latitude  to  the  fixtieth  pa- 
rallel, found  that  the  knowledge  and  the  ufe  of 
iron  had  long  fince  arrived  there ;  and  they  faw, 
in  the  hands  of  the  natives,  various  indruments  and 
tools  of  that  metal :  it  is  probable  that  the  latter 
received  it  from  the  interior,  by  communicating, 
from  tribe  to  tribe,  with  the  nations  which  receive 
it  immediately  through  the  medium  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans,  either  from  the  Englifh  fettlements  of 
Hudson's  Bay,  or  from  the  Spanifli  prefidios.    The 
trade  of  the  Americans  of  the  north-west  cbaft 
vith  the  Ruflians  mufl:,  for  upwards  of  half  a  cen- 
tury pad,  have  made  them  acquainted  with  iron 
and  copper ;  for,  as  far  back  as  the  year   1741, 
Beering   and  Tschiricow,  having  failed  from 
the  coaft  of  Kamtschatka,  difcovered  that  of 
America  on  the  oppofite  fide,  and  led  the  way  to 
the  important  difcoveries,  which  the  Ruflians  have 
made  within  thefe  feventy  years,  and  which  have 
given  to  the  Empire  of  Russia  new  tributaries 
aad  a  new  branch  of  commerce  *. 

•  Stexw  the  Introduction, the  Voyages  oftht  RuJJiant  from 
1728  to  1769. 
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The  Tchinkitanayans  are  all  armed  with  a  me- 
tal dagger,  fifteen  or  fixteen  inches  long,  from 
two  and  a  half  to  three  broad,  terminated  in  a 
point,  and  (harp  on  both  fides :  ihis  is  the  weapon 
which  they  are  the  mod  careful  to  preferve,  and 
which  they  take  a  pleaiure  in  keeping  poUflied  and 
bright :  a  grenadier  is  not  mor-e  proud  of  his  fabre, 
than  a  Tchinkitanayan  is  of  his  dagger  j  he  wears 
it  in  a  flioulder-belt,  in  a  leather  fcabbard,  and  is 
never  without  it,  either  day  or  night.  Ic  is  with 
this  weapon,  which  never  ought  to  have  been 
turned  a^ainfl:  our  fellow-creatures,  that  fometimes 
he  engages  the  hezx  in  clofe  combat,  and  xi0  open 
ks  belly  when  the  furious  animal  is  ready  to  fliile 
him  in  its  paws.  It  is  not  known  how  long  this 
dagger,  which,  originally,  muft  have  been  of  hard 
wood,  has  been  made  of  a  metal  the  ufe  of  which 
man  has  not  limited  to  his  wants  and  conveniences, 
but  which,  in  his  hands,  is  beccine,  for  his  ^e- 
cies,  the  inftrument  of  deftrudipn  *.  Their  pikes, 
which,  no  doubt,  were,  at  firft,  tipped  with  a  hard 
ftone,  tapering  to  a  point,  or  with  a  fifh-bone,  are 
at  this  day  armed  with  ah  iron  head  of  European 
manufadure.  Their  lances,  the  ancient  fliape  of 
which  is  not  known,  are  at  prefent  compofed  of  two 
pieces ;  of  the  ftaff,  about  fifteen  oy  eighteen  feet 
long,  and  of  the  iron,  nowife  inferi^^r  to  that  of  the 
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halbert  of  parade  with  which  our  pariih-beadles 
ufed  to  be  equipped.  To  the  ftone  hatchet,  they  .!;;, 
have  fubftituted  the  Tok,  a  fort  of  thick  plane* 
iron  which  they  adjuft  firmly  on  the  extremity  di 
a  crooked  handle;  and  this  inftrument,  in  their 
hands,  performs  the  office  of  a  carpenter's  adz. 
They  have,  however,  prefcrved  the  bow  and  arrow 
of  their  forefathers ;  the  place  of  this  weapon, 
which  carries  far,  can  be  fupplied  with  advantage  by 
fire-arms  only ;  and  we  muft  hope,  for  the  fafety  of 
their  European  friends,  that  they  will  never  learn 
to  make  ufe  of  them.  It  appears  that  the  EngKfh^ 
in  their  vifits,  diflributed  a  few  muikets  (xa.  the 
part  of  the  coaft  which  borders  on  Tchikkita* 
HAY  Bay ;  and  I  know  not  whether  a  W'ell-con'' 
ceived  policy  can  approve  of  fuch  prefents ;  ibe 
intereft  of  the  Europeans  ought,  methinks,  to  in- 
duce them  to  maintain  the  American  in  the  opi* 
pion  that  fire-arms  are  a  fpecies  of  thunder,  which 
it  is  not  allowable  for  him  to  touch  without  risking 
his  life :  I  am  well  aware  of  the  danger  of  fuflfering 
him  to  grow  familiar  with  the  inftrument  of  our 
power.  Yet  it  feems  that  the  Englifli,  in  giving 
them  mufkets,  have  not  furnilhed  the  mover  and 
the  primum  mobile  which  render  them  formidable ; 
for  a  native  of  TchinkitAnay  who  had  poflefled 
one,  gave  the  French  to  underftand  that  he  had 
broken  it  in  a  paiiion,  becaufe,  faid  he,  the  mufket 
itlways  went  crik,  and  would  never  go  pouhou, 

24  They 
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/■ 
^,. ,     \a     •    They  have  not    changed  the  indrument  with 
' '  which  they  arm  themfelves  for  whale-fifliing  :  this 

Ut-  -^^  inftrument  is   a   harpoon  of  bone,  bearded,  and 
' '  mounted  on  a  long  pole.     Relying  on  this  weapon, 

which  they  handle  with  uncommon  dexterity,  two 
Tchinkitanayaus  boldly  attack  the  whale.  When 
they  are  arrived  near  the  place  where  they  have 
feen  him  dive  for  the  laft  time,  they  flacken  the 
progrefs  of  their  canoe,  play,  as  it  were,  with  their 
paddles  on  the  furface  of  the  water  ;  and  as  foon 
^  as  he  re-appears,  the  h^rponeer  feizes  his  harppon, 

fmd  drives  at  the  monfter.  According  to  their  ac- 
count, the  dart  thrown  never  fails  to  make  its  way, 
through  one  of  the  eyes,  into  the  infide  of  the 
head :  and  the  animal  is  foon  lifelefs.  The  fat  of 
the  whale  furnifhes  the  Americans  with  an  oil, 
which  they  preferve  in  guts  of  a  large  capacity, 
and  which,  as  I  have  faid,  is  a  great  dainty  among 
them;  the  b^ard  is  converted  into  combs,  of 
which,  however,  they  make  little  ufe,  and  like- 
wife   into  fpoons  and  other  houfehold  utenfils. 

The  Tchinkitanayan  is  indudrious,  a£tive,  labo- 
rious and  fkilful.  Different  works  in  wicker  plaited 
with  a  fort  of  elegance  j  cloaks  of  fpun  hair,  woven 
In  a  workman-like  manner,  intermixed  with 
pieces  of  otter-fkin,  and  extremely  well  calculated 
^S  a  prefervative  from  the  cold  *  }  the  drefling  and 

tanning 


•  «  One  of'  the  Chiefs  who  came  to  trade  wuh  us,"  fays 
the  Editor  of  Z^/xoa's  Journal,  «  happening  one  day  to  cafthis 
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tanning  of  Ikins ;  various  works  of  fculpture  and 
painting— every  thing  announces  a  long  employ- 
ment of  the  ufeful  arts,  and  a  knowledge  of 
thofe  which  are  merely  agreeable. 

The  tafte  of  ornament  prevails  in  all  the  works 
of  their  hands ;  their  canoes,  their  chefts,  and  difr 
ferent  little  articles  of  furniture  in  ufe  among 
them,  are  covered  with  figures  which  might  be 
laken  for  a  fpecies  of  hieroglyphics :  filhes  and 


"  eyes  on  a  piece  oi  S itidmch  Ifland  cloth,  wlu'ch  hungup  in 

♦•  the  (lirouds  todi7,  became  very  importunate  to  have  it  given 

*}  him.     The   man  to  whom  the  cloth  belonged,"  continues 

he,  <*  parted  with  it  very  willingly,  and  the   Indian  was  per- 

•*  feftly  overjoyed  with  his  prefent.     After  felling  what  furs 

\\*  he  had  brought,   with  great  difpatch,   he  immediately  left 

I"  us,  and  paddled  on  (bore,  without  favouring  us  with  a  part- 

• ««  ing  fong,  as  is  generally  the  cullom.     Soon  after  day-light 

I  "  the  next  morning,  our  friend  appeared  alonglide  drcflcd  in  a 

.  «  coat  made  of  the  Sandwich  Ifland  cloth  given  him  the  day 

<*  before,  and  cut  exactly  in  the  form  of  their  ikir    caatb« 

:  "  which  greatly  refemble  a  waggoner's  frock,  except  vhc  «jol- 

<  "  lar  and  wriftbands.     The  Indian  was  more  proud   of  his 

I  "  newly-acquired  drefs  than  ever  London  beau  was  of  a  birth* 

*f  day  fuit ;  and  we  were  greatly  pleafed  with  this  proof  of 

•*  thefe  people's  ingenuity  and  difpatch  ;  the  coat  fitted  exceed- 

'*  ingly  well;  the  feams  were  fewed  with  all  the  ttrength  the 

«  cloth  would  admit  of,  and  with  a  degree  of  neatnefs  equal  to 

{•  that  of  an  Englifti  mantua-maker."     (Dixon's  Foyage,  page 

1189.) 

It  may  be  prcfumed  that  the  Tchinkitanayan  will  difcover, 
by  ufe,  that  on  the  noi  th-<a/efi  conA  of  ^m^rica,  a  paper-cloth 
coatdefcrves  not  the  preference  to  the  (kin  of  an  otter  or  cf 
a  bear;  an4  that  \ie  will  foon  return  to  his  bears  and  hia 
tfttcra, 
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\  oihcr  animals,  heads  of  men,  and  various  wlilmfi. 
\  cal  dcfigns,  arc  mingled  :md  confounded  in  order 
^  to  compofe  a  fubjctl.  It,  undoubtedly,  will  not 
be  cxpcded  that  tlKfo  fi'^urcs  (hould  be  pcrfedly 
regular,  and  the  proportions  [in  them  exaftly  ob- 
served j  for  here,  every  man  is  a  painter  and 
fculptor  ;  yet  they  are  not  deficient  in  a  fort  of  tic. 
ganceand  perfedion.  Hut  thcl'e  paintings,  thefc 
carvings,  fuch  as  they  arc,  are  feen  oa  all  their  fur- 
niture.  Is  this  general  tadc  finiply  produced  and 
kept  alive  by  the  want  of  occupying  the  leifurc  of  a 
long  winter,  if,  however,  winter  leaves  them  lei- 
fure  ?  Or  rather  does  not  its  principle  arife  from 
the  ancient  (late  of  their  fociety,  which  is  loft  to 
us  in  the  obfcurity  of  th^ir  origin  ?  I  (hall  refumQ 
this  fubjefl. 

Their  genius  and  induftry  are  difplayed  prin- 
cipally in  the  conftru£tion  of  their  canoes :  thofe 
which  are  intended  for  the  ufe  of  a  fingle  family, 
compofed  in  general,  of  feven  or  eight  individuals^ 
are  fifteen  or  fixteen  feet  in  length  by  two  and  a 
half  or  three  feet  in  width ;  others  have  much 
larger  dimenfions,  and  carry  from  fifteen  to  twenty 
perfons :  they  are  all  cut  out  of  a  ijngle  trunk  of  a 
tree,  and  have  a  fimilar  form ;  their  two  extremities 
do  not  differ  from  each  other,  which  mufl:  give 
thefe  canoes  the  advantage  of  being  never  obliged 
to  put  about :  they  are  very  fliarp,  and  terminate  in 
a  cut-water,  projeding  fifteen  or  eighteen  inche&y 
which  is  not  more  than  an  inch  in  thicknefsj 
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thefc    two   extremities,   raifcil    by  planks    neatly 
fitted,   urc    higher    thun  the  red  of  the  canoe : 
feats  fixed    very  near   the  bottom,  arc  fo  dllpofcd 
as  to   receive  the  rowers,   who,    when   they  arc 
feated,  fervc,    in    fume  mcalute,   as   ballad :  the 
provifions,  ilic  clothes,  and   ail  the  baggage,  arc 
arranged  in  the  midillc  part,  where  ihey  are  co- 
vered with  (kins  of  heads  and  drips  of  bark,  which 
fcrve  alfo  for  covering  the  temporary  fettlemcnts 
that  are  formed  on  the  fea-fliore,  when  the  fifliing- 
feafon  is  arrived,  for  drying  fifh,  and  furnifhing  the 
fupply  that  is   to  make  part  of  their    fubfidencc 
during  the  winter   months.     Although  the  lading 
of  the  canoes  is  confiderable,  Hnce,  independently 
of  the  men,  they  carry  women»  children,  provi- 
fions, all  the  houfehold  utenfiis,  all  the  fifliing  im- 
plements, all  the  moveables  belonging  to  the  family 
(for  it  appears,  that  according  to  th^  example  of 
the  fage,  the  Americans  take  all  their  property  with 
them),  thefe  boats  are  fo  thin  and  fo  light,  that 
they  preferve  a  furprifing  velocity.     We  are  not 
lefs  adoniflied  at  their   dability :  notwithdanding 
the  lightnefs  and  the  fmall  breadth  of  their  hull, 
they  have  no  need  of  being  fupported  by  outriggers, 
and  they  are  nevpr  coupled  together.     The  Tchin- 
kitanayans  have  not  the  ufe  of  the  fail ;  but  we 
doubt  not  that,  having  learned,  from  the  example 
of  the  Europeans,  how  ufeful  a  help  this  is  for 
gaining  time  and  faving  trouble,  they  will  fliortljj 
attempt  to  apply  it  to  their  canoes  ;\  they  are  zUy 
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ready  verfed  in  the  art  of  weaving ;  one  ftep  more 
is  fufHcient  for  them  to  add  to  their  canoes  a  mad 
and  a  yard,  and  to  adapt  a  fail  to  them.' 

,  Ahhough  the  natives  of  Tciiinkitanay  have 
'  long  been  in  poircflion  of  European  hatchets,  tiiey 
,  do  not  yet  make  ufe  of  tins  inflrument  for  felling 
;  the  tree  which  they  intend  for  the  conftrudion  of 
a  canoe  ;  they  have  pref'erved  their  ancient  method 
of  undermining  its  foot  by  means  of  fire :  it  is 
by  the  afliflance  of  this  fame  agent  that  they  con- 
trive to  hollow  it  out ;  it  is  alio  with  this  fnliru- 
>  menc,  which  is  docile  in  their  hands,  and  the 
•\r-^  adlion  of  which  they  know  how  to  direft  and  re. 
gulate,  that  they  falhion  the  tree  on  the  outfide,  fo 
as  to  give  it  the  form  the  beft  calculated  for  being 
fupported  by  the  water,  and  for  dividing  the  fluid 
by  either  of  its  extremities  indifferently.  We  (hall 
ceafe  to  be  furprifed  that,  fince  they  are  acquainted 
with  the  hatchet,  which  feems  to  afford  both  faci- 
lity and  difpatch,  they  have  not  preferred  the  ufe 
of  it  to  the  laborious  and  long  proceeding  which 
they  continue  to  employ,  if  we  do  not  forget  that 
fire  has  the  property  of  hardening  the  wood  to 
which  it  has  been  applied,  confequently  of  pro- 
curing it  greater  denfity,  and  of  rendering  it  more 
impervious  to  the  water.  It  cannot  be  doubted 
that  they  have  difcovered  in  fire  this  property  of 
rendering  wood  more  compadl,  and  of  prolonging 
its  duration,  when  it  is  to  be  expofed  to  moifture, 
fmce,  when  they  make  a  point  to  a  flake  whi^ch 

they 
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they  intend  to  be  driven  into  the  ground,  they 
take  great  care  to  harden,  by  means  oi"  fire,  all 
the  part  that  is  to  be  buried  *. 

The  temporary  fettlements  which  the  Tchinki-  • 
tanayans  form   on  the   coaH;,  fuch   as  they  have 
been  defcribed,  would  give  us  re;;ifon  to  believe  that 
their  progrefs  in  civil  architecture  is  not  fo  rapid  as       . 
in  naval ;   but,  from  what  the  French  could  learn 
from   them,   they    have,   up    the    country,   fopie 
well-built,    fpacious,    and  convenient  habitations. 
If  their  account  be  fiithfui,   and  if  our  voyager^'/    / 
underftood  them  rightly,  we  mufl:  conclude  thit  '     *''^/'„ 
thefe  Americans,   from  what  they  faid,  are  not  a 
wandering  tribe,  but  abandon  their  homes,  only 
when  the  hunting  or  fifliing  feafon,  or  trade  with 
ftrangers,  compels  them>  for  a  time,  to  make  a 
few  excurfions  to  a  didance,  and  proceed  to  the 
borders  of  the  fea.     We  may,  without  impeach- 
ing their  indudry,  imagine  that  thefe  habitations  of 
the  interior,  of  which  they  fpeak  with  a  fort  of 
emphafis,    greatly   refemble,    in   point   of  archi- 
tecture, fize,  and  convenience,  thofe  of  the  natives 
of  NooTKA,  a  defcription  and  a  drawing  of  which  ^ 

are  to  be  found  in  Cook's  third  voyage.  It  mud 
be  admitted  that  thefe  are  indeed  palaces,  if  we 
compare  them  to  thofe  miferable  huts  which  were 
feen  on  the  coalt,  and  which,  under  their  covering 
of  (kins  and  bark,  receive  a  whole  family,  heaped 

•  Obfcrvatious  of  RohUt, 
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up  pell-mell  on  a  few  toifes  of  molft  ground,  and 
cxpofed  to  all  the  inclemencies  of  the  lateral  air,  in 
a  climate  where  Reaumur's  thermometer,  during 
the  day,  rifes  no  higher  than  twelve  degrees  in 
the  dog-days  *. 

The  Tchinkitanayans  have  a  decided  tafte  for 
finging,  and  it  appears  to  be  among  them,  a  fort 
of  focial  inAitution :  at  fixed  periods  of  the  day, 
in  the  morning  and  evening,  they  iing  in  chorus ; 
every  perfon  prefent  takes  a  part  in  the  concert  j 
and  they  all  exhibit  a  compofure  which  might 
fugged  the  idea  that  the  words  of  their  fongs 
carry  with  them  an  intereft  that  fixes  their  atten^ 

tion.  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  has  inferted, 
in  his  narrative,  a  Tchinkitanayan  fong,  which  he 
frequently  heard  repeated  during  the  ftay  of  the 
Englifh  in  the  bay ;  it  is  written  in  notes  with 
bars.  It  appears  that  the  chief  of  the  family  be- 
gins by  finging  alone  the  firft  two  meafures ;  the 
men  and  women  then  join  their  voices  to  his  in 
chorus,  the  women  to  the  upper  oftave  j  and,  all 
beat  time  with  much  cxafltiefs,  fometimes  with 
their  hands ;  at  others,  with  paddles ;  meanwhile 
the  chief  (hakes  his  rattle  and  makes  a  thoufand 
ridiculous  gefticulation?,  finging  at  intervals  itt 
different  notes  from  the  reft.     They  have,  adds 

*  According  to  Dixon's  Journal  (page  i85)(  the  mean  heat 
during  his  ftay  in  Norfolk  Sound,  towards  the  end  of  June^ 
was  48  degrees  of  Faren^eit'i  thermometer,  or  7  •degrees  of 
Rtaumur'i, 
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that  Journalift,  a  great  variety  of  tunes,  but  their 
method   of  performing  them    is   univerfally  the 
fame  *.      The  French  obferve,    in  like  manner, 
that  all  the  fingers  beat  time,  and  that  they  have 
fo  true  an  ear,  that  never  more  than   a  fingle 
ftroke  is  heard.     Our  voyagers,  taking  a  pleafure 
in  their  finging,  which   is   melodious,  frequently 
requefted  them  to  fing,  and  rhey  did  fo  without 
fufFering  themfelves  to  be  prefled ;  nor   did  they 
endeavour  to  make  a  favour  of  (hewing  their  talent 
by  a  refiftance  which  is  not   always  a  proof  of 
modefty  or  diffidence.      In  their   turn,    they  re- 
qaefted  the  French  to  fing,  and  appeared  particu- 
larly to  enjoy  the  flow  tunes,   the  movement  of 
which  comes  near  to  that  of  their  fongs ;  an  opera 
;  of  LuLLY  would  be  heard  with  rapture  at  Tchin- 
'  KiTANAY ;  and,  no  doubt,  its   fuccefs  would  be 
,  complete,    if  it  were  terminated   by   a  ballet  of 
;  devils,  in  which  the  natives  might  recognize  them- 
felves. 

A  rapid  infpedion  may  fuffice  for  an  obferving 
traveller,  to  learn  the  phyfical  conflitution  of  the 
people  whom  he  vifits,  and  enabit  Mm  to  defcribe 
their  drefs,  weapons,  arts,  food,  and  everv  thing 
that  (Irikes  the  fenfes :  but  if  a  nation  be  not  aifem- 
bled  in  great  numbers  on  the  fsune  fpot ;  if  he  fee 
only  portions  of  it  diflant  from  their  homes  ;  if  he 
cannot  penetiate  ta  their  fixed  habitations,  it  is 
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fcarcely  poffible  for  him  to  acquire  a  knowledge  of 
ils  government,  its  religion  when  it  has  one,  its 
manners,  and  its  cuftoms  :  then,  he  is  reduced  to 
conje£lures;  he  endeavours  to  divine,  and  he 
thinks  he  knows  :  it  is  but  too  common  that  from 
an  infulated  fa£l,  from  a  fingle  obfervation,  he 
forms  his  conclufions  of  the  community  from  the 
individual ;  and  the  pifture  which  he  prefcnts  as 
drawn  from  nature,  is  no  more  than  a  pi<!ture  of 
imagination.  He  experiences  dill  'greater  diffi- 
culties, if  he  wifh  to  form  and  give  an  idea  of  the 
character  of  this  fame  nation  of  which  he  fees  only 
a  few  individuals,  for  a  moment,  and  merely  for 
the  objeft  of  trade.  In  order  to  know  the  cha- 
rafter  and  feize  its  fhades,  it  is  neceflary  ta  have 
ftudied  it  for  a  long  time,  to  have  examined  man 
in  circumftances  where  the  mind  is  agitated  by  the 
paffions,  and  in  thofe  when,  reftored  to  tran- 
quillity, it  pours  Itfelf  iijto  the  bofom  of  friend- 
fliip,  or  peaceably  enjoys  itfelf  in  the  intimacy  of  a 
well-matched  union :  and  can  a  traveller  fee  in 
every  moral  attitude,  if  I  may  ufe  the  expreflion, 
the  man  whom  he  wiflies  to  draw  ?  The  trait 
which  the  obfervation  of  the  day  makes  him  note 
down  as  charaderlftic,  the  obfervation  of  the  mor- 
row will  make  him  efface  ;  in  fliort,  he  is  forced  to 
paint  the  fubjed  in  profile,  in  order  that  the 
moveability  of  the  features  may  not  make  him  mifs 
the  likenefs  ;   and  a  profile  has  no  countenance. 

It  will  not  therefore  be  expeded  that  what  con- 
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cerns  th^  religious  and  political  inftitutions,  the 
cudotns,  the  moral  qualities,  and  the  character  of 
the  Tchinkitanayans  fliould  be  prefented  with  de- 
tail :  I  can  produce  no  more  than  a  fliapelefs  iketch ; 
report  feme  fads,  with  lefs  order  than  accuracy  i 
and  compare  what  voyagers  have  faid,  hi  order  to 
confirm  or  invalidate  their  accounts,  the  one  by 
the  other,  and  fometimes  to  fupply  the  deficiency 
of  proofs  by  probabilities. 

It  was  not  pofTible  for  the  French  to  afcertain 
whether  the  Tchinkitanayans  acknowledge  a  Su- 
preme Being,   whether  they  pay  him  any  fort  of 
worfhip,  and  whether  they  have  an  idea  of  a'  fu- 
ture life,  which  implies  the  principle  of  the  im* 
mortality  of  the  foul.    The  Editor  of  Dixon's 
Journal  mentions,  however,  that  he  was  one  day 
endeavouring  to  get  the  meaning  of  fome  words 
in  their  language  from  one  of  the  chiefs,  and  fays 
he,  "  the  American,  pointing  to  the  fun,  took 
"  great  pains  to  make  me  underfland,  that  not- 
"  withflanding  our  apparent  fuperiority  in  poffeff- 
"  ing  various  ufeful  articles,  which  they  did  not, 
"  yet  that  our  origin  was  the  fame  with  theirs,  that 
"  they  came  from  above  as  well  as  we,  and  that 
"  the   fun  animated  and  kept  alive  every  crea- 
"  ture  in  the  univerfe  *.."    The  Tchinkitanayans 
therefore  acknqwledge,  under  the  emblem  of  the 
luPa  4  Supreme  Divinity  ?    This  idea  is  the  firfl 
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that  prefents  itfelf  to  the  man  who  has  no  other 
guide  than  the  light  of  reafon  j  beyond  that,  every 
thing  is  fupernatural.  Perhaps  thofe  fongs  which 
precede  and  conclude  their  commercial  dealings, 
are  invocations  and  thankfgivings  to  the  Univerfal 
Being  j  perhaps  thofe  regulated  fongs,  at  the 
rifing  and  fetting  of  the  luminary  of  the  day,  are 
st£ts  of  adoration ;  perhaps,  in  fhort,  thofe  whimH- 
cal  dreffes  which  have  been  mentioned,  are  in* 
tended  to  be  employed  in  religious  ceremonies,  in 
fedivals  which  are  not  celebrated  in  their  tempos 
rary  fettlements  on  the  coafl,  but  are  referved  for 
their  fixed  dwellings  in  the  interior  pf  the  country. 
It  is  very  rare  for  men  to  be  formed  into  ibciety, 
,without  their  having  priefls,  fuperftitions,  and  ce- 
remonies ;  they  mud  have  (hows,  errors,  and  con- 
folations. 

No  opportunity  occurred  of  obferviiig  the  fu- 
neral ceremonies  pradifed  by  the  Tchinkitanayans, 
tvhen  death  takes  off  the  chief  of  a  family  or  one 
of  its  members :  no  doubt,  they  do  not  give  fhem 
tip  with  indifference  to  the  deflru£tive  elements, 
like  the  remains  of  the  animal  of  the  woods 
whofe  fkin  they  have  flripped  off*;  and  their 
teafon  is  too  hx  advanced  not  to  have  di£lated  to 
them  the  lafl  duties  which  are  to  be  paid  to  the 
dead  by  conjugal  affection,  filial  piety,  and  fweef 
friendfhip :  perhaps  it  was  referved  for  the  maft 
civilized  people  of  the  Old  World  to  abandon  to 
unfeeling  hirelings  the  mortal  part  of  what  was 
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the  moft  dear  to  us,  and  not  to  indulge  them- 

felves  in  dropping  a  tear  on  the  earth  which  is  on 

the  point  of  confuming  it.    But,  if  we  know  not 

what   honours   the  Tchinkitanayans  pay  to  the 

dead,  at  lead  we  know  that  they  are  extremely 

careful  and  intent  to  adorn  their  abode,  and  to 

refcue  from  dellrudion  the  moft  noble  part  of  the 

being,    that  which   appears   to   be  ~the  feat  of 

thought.  ^The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  reports 

that    '*  Mr.  Turner,  one  of  Captain  Dixon's 

"  officers,  while  he  was  making  an  excurfion  in 

"  the  boat  on  the  weft  coaft  of  the  bay,  about 

"  four  miles  to  the  northward  of  their  firft  an. 

"  choring-birth,  faw  a  large  cave,  formed  by  nature 

**  in  the  fide  of  a  mountain ;  curiofity  prompted 

*'  him  to  go  on  ihore,  in  order  to  examine  it,  as ' 

"  there  appeared  fomething,  which,  at  a  diftance, 

**  looked  bright  and  fparkling.    On  getting  into 

"  the  cave,  he  found  the  objeft  which  attra^ed 

"  his  attention  to  be  a  fquare  box,  with  a  human 

"  head  in  it :  the  box  was  very  beautifully  oma- 

"  mented  with  fmall  (hells,  polilhed  and  ihining, 

"  compofing  various  defigns,  and  feemed  to  have 

"  been  left  there  very  recently,  being  the  only 

"  one  in  the  place  *."     Captsun   Dixon,  who 

had  difcovered  Port  Mulcrave,  fituated  two 

degrees  and  a  half  to  the  northward  of  Tchinki- 

tAnay,  there  met,  in  his  excurfions,  with  feveral 


*  See  Dixon**  f^oyqget  page  i8i. 
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of  this  fort  of  burying'-places.  If  we  cpn  con- 
trive not  to  fufiisr  our  opinion  to  be  governed  by 
appearances }  if,  in  (tripping  objects  of  their  mat- 
ter, we  are  willing,  in  order  to  appreciate  them  to 
confider  the  motive,  the  box  in  which  the  Ameri. 
can  prefervcii  the  deficcated  head  which  was  dear 
to  him,  and  the  urn  in  which  Cornelia  pre- 
ferves  the  afltes  of  PoMPtv,  will  not  difier  in 
our  eyes :  the  fame  fentiment  renders  them  equally 
faeredf  When  we  fee  the  pains,  the  degree  of  re. 
finement,  which  thefe  people,  whom  we  dare  to 
call  fava^cs,  vie  with  each  other  in  employing,  to 
adorn  that  portion  of  the  remains  of  their  relations 
or  of  their  friends,  which  they  can  difpenfe  with 
reftoring  to  the  elements,  we  mud  believe  that, 
if,  like  the  Egyptians,  they  poiTeflfed  the  art  of 
embalming,  or  if  Nature  had  dug  in  their  foli- 
tudes>  Afylun^S  inacceflrible  to  corruption,  fuch  as 
fhofe  prefervative  caverns  in  the  Ifland  of  Teke- 
l^iFFE,  where,  for  fo  many  centuries  pad,  the 
deficcated  bodies  of  the  ancient  Ouanches  repofe 
entire,  we  (hould  fee  them,  at  fixed  periods,  on  the 
return  of  the  feafons,  pay  religioufly  to  their  an- 
cedors,  rcfpei^ed  both  by  men  and  by  time,  the 
perpetuated  homage  of  filial  piety  and  of  grati- 
tude* Feeling  people,  may  you  ever  preferve  this 
fentiment,  fometimes  impaired,  but  indelible,  which 
endeavours  to  prolong,  by  illufion,  the  exigence  of 
our  forefiithers  or  of  our  models!  And  never 
may  one  of  thofe  political  revolutions  which  over- 
throw 
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throw  great  empires,  by  bringing  you  bnck  to 
the  infenfibiiity  of  the  wandering  nnimals  with 
which  you  (hare  your  forefts,  make  you  forget 
what  the  prefent  owes  to  tlie  paft,  what  the  living 
owe  to  the  dead ! 

The  French  were  unable  to  aftiertain  whether  the 
total  number  of  the  natives  ^vhom  they  faw  af- 
fembled  in  TciimKirANAY  Bay,  and  who  all  be- 
longed to  the  furrounding  coafl,  form  one  and 
the  fdmd  ttibe,  and  Whether  they  acktlovvledge 
a  fupreme  chief :  only,  the  firft  day  that  the  So- 
LiDE  anchored  in  the  bay,  a  perfonage  better 
drefled  than  the  rtd,  feemed  to  affeft  an  air  of  fu- 
periority ;  but,  as  his  companions  fliewed  him  no 
refpeft,  and  appeared  not  to  pay  any  attention  to 
him,  the  French  thought  that  they  ought  not  to 
pay  hini  any  more.  The  following  day,  they  faw 
this  fame  man,  without  any  diflin^ive  mark, 
confoiinded  in  the  crowd :  he  had  forgotten  his 
dignity  of  the  preceding  day ;  or  they  had  been 
midaken  in  regard  to  this  dignity.  The  govern- 
ment of  the  Tchinkitanayaiis  would  Appear  then 
to  approach  the  patriarchal  government,  where 
every  one  acknowledges  as  a  fuperior  the  chief 
only  of  the  family;,  but  they  want  flocks  and 
herds,  the  place  of  which  cannot  be  fupplied  by 
dtters  and  bears.  Dikow's  Editor,  however, 
feems  to  admit  tribes  or  chid'^  of  tribes ;  for 
he  fays  that  **  the  chief  of  the  tribe  has  always  the 
"  entire  management  of  all  the  trade  belonging 
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^*  to  his  people,  and  takes  infinite  pains  to  dif. 
•*  pofe  of  their  furs  advantageoufly  *."  This 
paflage  of  Dixon  (hould  not  therefore  perfuade 
nie  that  he  thought  the  Tchinkitanayans  are  di- 
vided into  tribes ;  and  what  he  fays  may  be  ex- 
plained by  what  Captain  Chanal  fays,  when  he 
fpeaks  of  their  intelligence  and  cunning  in  trade ; 
he  remarks  that  the  greater  part  of  the  natives 
intruded  the  bufinefs  of  trading  for  them,  to 
thofe  among  them  whom  they  knew  to  be  the 
moll  ikilful  in  this  kind  of  traffic :  this  feems  to 
me  to  indicate  merely  the  miftruft  of  their  own  ta- 
lent, and  a  fort  of  homage,  paid  to  that  of  ano- 
ther ;  it  is  an  zGt  of  deference  diA^ted  by  intereft ; 
but  it  is  not  an  ad  of  fubmiflion ;  and  it  figems  to 
me  that  the  independence  of  each  fa^nily,  ob- 
ferved  by  Captain  Chanal,  is  not  contradicted  bj 
the  obfervation  of  Dixon's  Editor. 

The  coi)du£fc  of  thefe  Americans  in  traffic,  an* 
nounces  both  judgment  and  diAruft.  Different 
from  the  people  who  inhabit  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocban,  they  never  prefer  the  agreeable 
to  the  ufeful ;  what  is  not  to  t^em  an  objed  of 
Utility,  is  accepted  only  as  a  prefent,  as  Stok,  ac- 
cording to  their  ezpreffion ;  it  was  obferved  that 
y^hen  they  accept,  by  way  of  clofmg  a  bargain, 
any  of  our  nick-na^ks  which  have  no  value  but 
from  fancy,  and  can  ferve  only  for  drefs,  it  is 
folely  for  the  purpofe  of  pleafing  their  women : 

•  See  Dixon* J  Vyaget  page  187. 

they 
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they  yield  to  importunity  ;  but  it  is  evidently  with' 
wgret  *.  Dealings  with  them  are  not  to  be  termi- 
nated quickly  :  they  do  not  conclude  their  bargains 
till  after  a  long  and  minute  e?;amination  of  the 
commodities  which  are  offered  :  the  fmalleft  de- 
feft  efcapes  not  the  firft  glance  of  their  eye,  but 
makes  them  leffen  the  price  of  the  article,  or  de- 
termines them  to  rejeft  it  entirely.  The  regulation 
which  they  eilabllflied  among  them  for  their  tiaific 
with  the  flrangers  was  admirable  :  each  canoe  was 
feen  to  approach  the  fhip  in  its  turn,  without  con- 
fiifion,  without  difpute,  and  according  to  the  order 
in  which  tiiey  had  all  prefented  themfelves  on  their 
arrival  near  her ;  and  thofe  who  were  in  them, 
were  neither  eager,  urgent,  noify,  nor  importunate, 
"  The  moment  a  chief  has  concluded  a  bargain," 
fays  Dixon's  Editor,  *'  he  repeats  the  word  Coocoo 
thrice,  with  quicknefs,  and  is  immediately  an- 
**  fwered  by  all  the  people  in  his  canoe  with  the 
**  word  Whoaht  pronounced  in  a  tone  of  exclama- 
**  tion,  but  with  greater  or  lefs  energy,  in  propor- 
f*  tion  as  the  bargain  he  has  made  is  approved 
"  off."  Captain  Chanal  fays  only  that  when 
a  bargain  is  concluded,  they  exprefs  their  fatifi 
faftion  by  exclaiming  Ouoh;  this  ia  Dixon's' 
W/joab,  written  for  the  French  pronunciation. 
The  Editor  of  his  Journal,  flruck,  like  the  French, 
by  the  good  order  which  the  Americans  of  the 

♦  Obfcrvations  of  i?o^/f/.      f  Dixon* t  l^oyage,  page  189. 
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bay  obferve  in  their  trade  witli  Grangers,  and  by 
tlie  honefty  with  which  they  feem  to  deal,  appears 
(0  doubt  that  confidence  and  harmony  reign 
among  themfelves.  After  mentioning  <*  that  the 
**  chief  of  a  tribe  has  always  the  entire  manage- 
**  ment  of  all  the  trade  belonging  to  his  people  j'* 
he  fays  that,  **  fhould  a  diflferent  tribe  come  along- 
*•  fide  to  trade,  whilft  he  is  trading,  they  wait  with 
<*  patience  till  he  has  done,  and  if,  in  their  opi« 
**  nion,  he  has  made  a  good  market,  they  fre- 
**  quently  employ  him  to  fell  their  ikins ;  fome- 
**  times,  indeed*  they  feem  extremely  jealous  of 
**  each  other."  This  is  a  very  probable  conjec- 
ture 'f  for  he  adds,  that  **  they  ufe  every  precaution 
"  to  prevent  their  neighbours  from  obferving  what 
"  articles  they  obtain  in  exchange  for  their  com** 
♦*  modities  V 

The  mode  of  life  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  is  very 
regular  :  they  quitted  the  fhip  fufficiently  early  to 
be  on  iliore  before  noon ;  this  is  the  hour  fixed  for 
their  firfl  meal;  and  they  take  their  fecond  a 
little  before  night ;  this  order  is  invariable. 

The  men  appear  to  have  for  the  women  the  re- 
gard and  s^ttention  which  their  weaknefs  claims ; 
they  are  not  feen  here,  as  among  moft  of  the  favage 
nations  of  America,  charged  with  the  rudeft  la, 
bours,  an4  frequently  treated  no  better  than  our 
beafts  of  burden.  The  men  have  referved  for  them- 
fplves  every  laborious  occupation,  hunting,  fifliing, 


•  Dixon's  Voyagd  pages  187  and  188, 
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tion  of  the  children  at  the  bread  is,  however,  do- « 
plorable*.  They  are  packed  up  in  a  fort  of  wicker  '-' 
aadle,  fomewhat  like  one  of  our  chairs,  the  back 

*  The  Journal  of  Captain  Chanal  and  the  Obfervations   of 
Surgeon  Robl^t  VP  blende^  in  the  following  dci'c:  intiun. 
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and  the  preparation  and  cooking  of  meat  and  fifli. 
The  employments  of  the  women  confift  in  clean- 
ing the  fkins  from  their  laft  greafe,  and  fewing 
them  and  inakinff  them  into  drefl'es.     Their  difli- 
culty  in  walking  and  their  embonpoint   announce  U  i>(x^'^      ^,T^WJ^ 
that  their  life  is  very  fedentary.     They  were  feen 
fometimes   to  handle  a  paddle,  but  in  cafes  only 
when  they  were  alone  in  the  canoe,  or  when  the 
men  were  not  in  fufficient  numbert  to  manage  it. 
They  appear  very  fubordinate   to  their  hulbands ; 
but  the  latter  have  for  them  the  greatefl:  reJ'pcd  ; 
and  they  feldom  take  the  liberty  of  concluding  a 
bargain  without  confulting  them.     The  women  p  M^iS 

eat  in  common  with  the  hufband  and  the  children ; 
and  it  is  well  known,  that,  among  the  greater  part 
of  the  tribes  which  occupy  the  iflands  of  the 
Great  Ocilan,  and  among  foms  of  thofe  of  the 
continent  of   America,   the    men  never   admit 

the  women    to   their  table. 
The  good  underllanding  which   reigns  in  their 

families  is  manifelted,  in  an  afiectin<r  manner,  by 

the  general  lexpreflion  of  their  fondnefs  for  their 

children  j  and  the  cares  which  nature  feenis  to  have 

allotted  exclufivelv  to  the  mother,  the  father  is  of- 

ten  feen  to  take  a  delight  in  fharing.     The  fitua- 
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of  which  has  been  cut  at  a  finall  height  above 
the  Icat.  Tills  ciuillc  is  covered  outwardly  wi«h 
dry  Iciitlier,  and  lined  with  furs  in  the  place  where 
the  child  is  to  rcfl.  There  it  is  that  the  little  fuf. 
fcrcr  experiences  a  fort  of  continual  torture,  and 
all  the  evils  that  can  be  produced  by  fdthinefs  and 
confinement.  Placed  in  a  fitting  podurc  with  its 
legs  extended,  and  lluek  one  againll  the  other,  it  is 
covered  to  the  chin  by  an  otter-lkin,  and  tied 
down,  in  order  to  fix  it  on  its  bed  of  pain,  by  lea- 
ther (traps  which  leave  it  no  liberty  except  for 
the  motions  of  its  head  ;  and  mod  frequently,  it 
moves  that  only  to  exjirefs  its  fufl'ering.  The  care 
which  is  taken  to  cover  with  dry  mofs  the  feat  on 
which  it  fits,  and  to  place  foine  between  its  thighsi 
alfo  turns  againd  it :  its  urine  and  excrements 
foon  convert  this  mofs  into  dung  ;  and  the  fermen- 
tation which  there  takes  place,  produces,  in  thofe 
delicate  parts  of  the  body,  excoriations,  the  fears 
of  which  it  preferves  for  life.  When  the  unfor- 
tunate little  creature  is  taken  from  its  cafe  in  order 
to  be  cleaned,  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  what  it 
mufl  have  fuffered :  all  its  limbs  appear  furrowed 
by  the  deep  marks  imprinted  on  them  by  the  ftrong 
prefliire  of  theftraps  which  bind  it,  of  the  folds  of 
the  fkin  which  envelops  it,  and  even  of  the  wood 
of  the  cradle  in  which  it  is  carried. 

The  effeds  of  this  flate  of  continual  conflraint  are 
manifefled  in  all  the  children  at  the  breafl: ;  their 
leannefs  and  weaknefs  fufficiently  indicate  that, 

although 
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although  the  /nothcrs  are,  In  general,  cxccilcnl 
nurfes,  the  good  qu;ility  of  the  milk  which  they 
fuck,  is  unable  to  give  to  their  fettered  inrmbcrn, 
the  fpring  and  the  ftrength  which  mot  ion  and  cx- 
crcife  can  alone  maintain  and  incrculu.  Hut  as 
foon  as,  relcafed  from  the  bonds  of  tite  fatal  cra- 
dle, they  can  crawl  on  the  ground  and  walk  on 
all-fours,  there  takes  place,  throughout  every  part 
of  their  body,  a  fuddcn  and  rapid  expanfion ;  gaiety, 
that  charming  gaiety  of  childhood,  loon  fuccecds  to 
cries  and  tears ;  and  health,  which  difl'ufcs  over 
their  plump  cheeks  a  brilliant  carnation,  announces 
that  Nature  has  again  laid  hold  of  her  work  in  or- 

der  to  bring  it  to  perfedion. 

Let  us  not,  however,  judge  too  feverely,  let 
us  not  without  inquiry,  condemn  the  method, 
baneful  initseOefls,  which  the  mothers  of  Tchin- 
kitAnay  employ  In  the  rearing  of  their  nurllings  j 
it  has  its  principle  in  maternal  folicitude,  and  in 
the  fear  of  expofing  them  to  dangers.  If,  among 
the  people,  not  yet  civilized,  who  inhabit  the  burn- 
ing  climates,  inflindl  has  fuggcfled  to  mothers  the 
idea  of  not  fwaddling  their  children,  in  order  to 
fufier  them  to  enjoy  a  little  coolnefs }  it  has  in  like 
manner  taught  thofe  of  the  frozen  climates,  that 
heat  can  be  preferved  only  inafmuch  as  it  con- 
centered in  a  fmall  fpace,  and  has  pointed  out  to 
them  to  make  fmall  cradles,  which,  by  fulfilling 
this  firft  objeft,  alfo  anfwer  the  precautions  re- 
quired by  the  obligation  of  carrying  their  children 
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on  journies  through  the  woods,  and  on  excurfions 
in  their  canoes :  they  have  perceived  that,  for  con* 
venience,  and  dill  more  to  prevent,  in  thefe  fre- 
quent removals,  accidents  which  cannot  be  fore- 
feen,  it  was  neceflary  that  the  child  and  its  cradle 
Ihould  form,  as  it  were,  but  one  body  ;  they  have 
facrified  its  welfare  to  its  fafety  and  prefervation. 
But  have  we  not  feen,  ar  a  time  which  is  not  very 
remote  from  ours,  have  we  not  feen,  in  a  great 
nation,  civilized  for  fo  many  centuries  part,  which 
cannot  plead  the  fame  motive  of  fafety,  and  do 
we  not  ftill  fee,  at  this  day,  the  rearing  of  children 
abandoned  to  mercenary  women  who  cannot  have 
the  feelings  of  a  mother,  and  who,  to  evade  the 
obligation  of  being  inceflkntly  taken  up  with  their 
nurflings,  and  to  attend  more  freely  to  their  fa- 
mily-concerns, bind  from  head  to  foot  thefe  inno- 
cent beings,  and  condemn  them  to  the  punifhment 
of  reftraint  during  the  whole  time  of  their  being 
fuckled?  Perhaps,  in  ages  to  come,  the  north-west 
part  of  America  will  have  its  Tronchin  and  its 
Rousseau  :  the  former,  fupported  by  experience 
and  phyfic,  will  advife  j  while  the  latter,  more  povv- 
erful  through  his  eloquence  alone,  will  direft  to 
be  reftored  to  the  child  that  liberty  which  it  can- 
not itfelf  claim  but  by  unavailing  cries  and  tears 
that  frequently  injuftice  or  barbarity  dares  impute 
to  the  perverfenefs  of  a  being  which  is  yet  neither 
good  nor  wicked.  The  American  phvfician  and 
the  philofopher  will  at  lead  find  Nature  in  the 
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fnjoyment  of  part  of  her  rights ;  they  will  not 
have  to  command  mothers  to  fuckle  their  children, 
3at  if  th^  Tchinkitanayans  have  thought  proper 
to  reftridt  Nature  in  the  attentions  which  they  pay 
to  infants,  they  preferve  to  her  full  liberty  in  the 
education  of  adults,  and,  by  daily  exercife,  hallen 
the  progrefs  and    development  of  their  phyfical 
faculties.     Male  children  (hare  the  fatigues  of  the 
father  :  trained,  from  their  youngeft  days,  to  hunt- 
ing and  fi(hing,  it  is  they   who  go  and  harpoon 
fi(h  in  the  river,  and  there  feek,  with  bafins,  ket- 
tles, and  the  other  veflels  which  they  have  obtained 
from  the  Europeans,  all  the  water  neceflary  for 
the  confumption  of  the  family ;  they  alfo  go  and 
cut  wood  for  fuel  and  cooking ;  and,  fmce  the  Eu- 
ropeans have  made  them  acquainted  with  the  ufe 
and  convenience  of  the  flint  and  fleel,  they  avail 
themfelves  of  them  for  obtaining  fire* ;  but  it  is 
probable  that,  before  this  period,  they  knew  how  to 
procure  it  by  fome  of  thofe  methods  pradifed  by 
favage  nations ;  here  are  no  little  boys  even,  who, 
though  fcarcely  yet  able  to  walk,  do  not  begin  to    ^ 
exercife  themfelves  with  a  piece  of  wood  fafiiioned 
like  a  lance,  and  try  the  ftrength  of  their  young 
arm  againft  the  trunk  of  the  trees  that  are  within 
their  reach.     The  education  of  the  girls  allows 
them  not  to  go  far  from  the  habitation  :   fedentary 
like  the  mother,  they  (hare  her  peaceful  labours 
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and  occupations  ;  and,  in  (haring  equally  with  her 
the  aitentions  which  young  infants  require,  they 
are,  betimes,  in(lru6led  in  the  duties  that  will  one 
day  be  impofed  on  them  by  conjugal  union  and 
maternity. 

Our  voyagers  were  not  able  to  learn  on  what 
principles  the  union  of  both  fexes  is  formed; 
what  ceremonies  precede,  accompany,  and  follow 
it;  what  contract  binds  the  parties,  and  whether 
this  bond  be  indiflbluble ;  but  their  common  af. 
feflion  for  the  fruit  of  their  loves,  the  great  num- 
ber of  individuals  of  which  each  family  is  com- 
pofed,  the  h?rmony  which  reigns  among  its  mem- 
bers—every thing  feems  to  indicate  that  conjugal 
union  has  no  other  period  than  that  of  life  :  ^d  if 
we  are  not  certain  that  its  ties  are  indiflbluble,  at 
lead  we  have  reafon  to  believe  that,  in  general,  they 
are  refpeded. 

The  behaviour  of  the  women,  in  prefence  of  their 
huibands,  is  extremely  referved  and  modeft :  the 
greateft  decency  is  manifefted  in  their  drefs ;  and 
fcarcely  do  they  allow  themfelves,  in  fuckling  their 
children,  to  uncover  their  bofom  before  a  ftranger. 
The  men,  who,  in  all  countries,  have  made  for 
one  half  of  the  human  race,  laws  which  are  not 
binding  on  the  other,  do  not  fubmit  more  here 
than  elfewhere^  to  the  rules  of  decency  to  which 
they  have  fubjefted  the  women :  frequently  they 
ttudrefs  and  fliew  themfelves  naked  before  them 

and 


Auguft  I79I.]       MARCHAND'S   VOYAGE.  367 

and  before  ftrangers,  and  walk  about  in  this  ftate 
of  nature,  if  the  weather  be  not  too  fevere :  fquat- 
ted  in  a  circle  round  the  fire,  an  attitude  which  is 
very  ufual  with  them,  if  they  are  prefled  by  a  want, 
they  fatisfy  it  without  fhame,  without  turning  afide, 
even  in  prefence  of  their  daughters  :  the  women 
alone  are  acquainted  with  decorum,  and  fcrupu- 
loufly  conform  to  the  little  reftraints  which  it  im- 
pofes  in  fociety.  It  may,  however,  be  doubted 
whether  the  referve  for  which  they  are  honoured, 
be  among  them  the  efFeft  of  natural  modefty  or 
whether  it  ought  not  rather  to  be  attributed  to 
fear :  the  jealoufy  of  the  hufbands  is  carried  even 
to  frenzy.  A  Tchinkitanayan,  pointing  to  his  wife 
who  wasfuckling,  gave  the  French  to  under  ftand, 
by  unequivocal  figns  and  geftures,  that,  if  he  could 
fufped  that  the  bantling  reclined  on  her  bofom, 
was  the  fruit  of  an  infidelity,  he  would  ftab  the 
mother  and  devour  the  child  :  yet  we  have  no  rea- 
fon  to  think  thefe  people  are  cannibals  *,  a  re- 
proach 

*  Surgeon  Rolht  fays,  that,  although  notliing  of  what  he 
faw,  gave  him  reafon  to  fufpeft  the  Tchinkitanayans  to  be 
cannibals,  yet  he  cannot  be  petfuaded  that  they  are  not  fo. 
"  I  wi(hed  repeatedly,"  adds  he,  "  to  clear  up  my  doubts ; 
••  I  aflced  fomc  among  them  if  they  ate  the  men  whom  they 
"  kill  or  make  prifoncrs  in  war ;  and,  after  having  convinced 
«  myfelf  that  they  had  undwdood  me  very  well,  I  faw  them 
"  always  look  at  each  other,  without  ever  giving  me  an  an- 
•'  fwer  that  could  either  deftroy  or  confirm  my  fufpicion  : 
"  perhaps  the  European  nations  which  have  preceded  us  at 

«  Tchin. 
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proach  which  Captain  Cook  imagined  he  migh^ 
make  to  the  natives  of  Nootka  who  inhabit  the 
fame  coaft,  feven  or  eight  degrees  more  to  the 
fouihward ;  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  Oros- 
MANE  of  TcHiNKiTANAY  wifhed  merely  to  ex- 
prefs  in  a  favage  manner,  to  what  excefs  jealoufy 
might  drive  him :  "  Je  ne  fuis point  jaloux. . .  .  .fije 

"  Petois  jamais *."  In  Europe  we  ftop  here ; 

but  the  movement  of  the  foul,  which  becomes  in- 
dignant at  the  idea  of  infidelity,  is  the  fame  j  but 
only,  at  TchinkitAnay,  they  are  ftrangers  to 
.  concealment.  If  we  compare  the  inhabitant  of 
this  country  with  that  of  the  Mi:ndo9A  Iflands, 


**  TcfAnllldnay,  have  already  made  them  blufli  at  this  cs^ecra- 
••  ble  cuftom,  and  that  they  dare  no  longer  avow  it." 

This  fufpicion  of  Surgeon  Roblet  appears  to  me  by  no 
means  juflified  by  the  filence  of  the  natives  whom  he  quef- 
tioued :  firdt  I  obferve  that  Dixon,  who  has,  witlu>ut  proof, 
accufed  the  inhabitants  of  ^eeti  Charlotte'^  Iflands  of  being 
cannibals,  although  he  never  fct  his  foot  on  their  (hore,  has  not 
made  the  fame  reproach  tu  the  Tchinkitanayans  whom  he  fre* 
qucated  ;  in  the  fecond  place,  it  would  be  neceflary  to  be  cer- 
tain that  they  perfcdly  underftood  the  queftion  which  was 
put  to  them  ;  and  latUy,  this  is  not  the  cafe  \shivtjilmce  gives 
confent ;  for,  if  as  Surgeon  Roblet  prcfumes,  they  were  canni- 
bals, and  the  Europeans  have  made  them  blufh  at  a  cuftota 
at  which  nature  revolts  ;  it  may  be  imagined  that,  before  Eu- 
ropeans,' they  would  have  been  eager,  if  they  had  compre- 
hended the  quedion,  to  give  them  to  undcrftand  that  they 
had  renounced  this  cudom,  or  to  manifeft,  by  a  fign  of  hon'or^ 
that  they  never  pra£tifed  it. 

*  I  9m  not  jealous ....  (hould  I  ever  be  ... .  Zturtt  A  A  I. 
Scene  V. 

in 
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in  the  different  idea  >vhich  both  attach  to  mo- 

defty,  and  to  conjugal  fidelity,  we  difcover  that 

jealoufy  in  men,  may  fometimes  be  in  an  inverfe 

latio  to  beauty  in  women.     But  this  jealoufy  even, 

and  the  fear  which  it  infpires,  may  conftrain  the 

difpofition,  but  not  change  it :  diflimulation  finds 

means  to  fupply  the  deficiency  of  virtue,  and  re- 

prefents  it.     The  Tchinkitanayan  women  make  a 

parade  of  theirs,  and  their  exaggeration  may  caufe 

the  reality  to  be  fufpe£ted.     A  woman,  who  was 

aiked  whether  the  man  that  was  feen  near  her 

was  her  hufband.  and  whether  the  child  which  flie 

had  on  her  lap  was  this  man's,  thought  that  the 

ilranger  meant  to  tell  her  that  her  child  was  not  by 

her  hufband ;  (he  immediately  fnatched  the  dagger 

which  the  latter  carried  at  his  fide,  and,  with  fury 

in  her  eyes,  was  on  the  point  of  firiking  with  it 

him  whom    fhe    imagined  could  have  formed  a 

doubt  as  to  her  fidelity  and  virtue  *.     However, 

thefe  Tchinkitanayan  females,  fo  referved  in  pre- 

fence  of  their  hufbands,  thefe  paragons  of  virtue, 

far  from  avoiding  ftrangers,  expreffed,  by  their 

ilolen  looks,  that,  if  a  fevere  vigilance  had  not 

oppofed  to  their  curiofity,  or  to  their  defires,  an  ob- 

llacle  too  difficult  to  be  furmounted,  they  would 

have  been  very  much  inclined  to  be  familiar  with 

the  Europeans  :  and  when,  by  chance,  fome  of  theqi 

were  met  with  alone,  they  were  feen  running  up 

to  the  French  with  eagernefs ;  the  fevere  and  even 

fomewhat  favage  air,  which  they  preferved  in  pre- 

*  Obfervationsof /?oi/f/. 
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fence  of  the  men,  indantly  difappeared ;  an  ani. 
mated  fmile,  a  prepoflefling  affability  fucceeded  to 
feverity ;  and  they  proved,  in  a  manner  too  ex- 
preflivc  to  be  mifunderftood,  that  uglinefs  is  not 
always  the  pledge  of  challity :  perhaps  too  the 
French  demonftrated  to  them,  that  it  was  not  aU 
ways  doomed  to  experience  a  refufal. 

Some  of  the  Solide*s  people  reported  that  it  was 
not  polTible-for  them  to  doubt  that  the  Tchin- 
kitanayans  are  polluted  by  that  fhameful  vice 
which  the  immoral  theogony  of  the  Greeks  had 
made  divme :  the  excluHve  property  and  fcarcity 
of  the  women,  whofe  number  appears  not  to  be 
in  proportion  to  that  of  the  men,  might,  perhaps, 
give  fomc  weight  to  the  accufation  ;  but,  admitting 
that  it  was  well  founded  in  regard  to  a  few  de- 
praved  individuals,  let  us  beware  of  accufmg  a 
whole  tribe,  for  whom  paternity  has  fo  many 
charms,  of  a  vice  which  ii>  alike  repugnant  to  Na> 
ture  and  to  morality,  and  which  all  the  nations  of 
the  earth  have  configned  ro  infamy  * . 

•  Surgeon  Roikt  fays  that  he  is  convinced  that  the  men  give 
themfelves  up,  in  private,  to  every  thing  that  the  mod  unbri- 
dled debauchery  has  been  able  to  invent  fur  the  purpofe  of  va 
ryiag  its  enjoyment* :  Aret'mo  would  have  refufed  to  prefiiit 
the  piAiire  of  them.  But,  fincc  thofe  wlro  abandon  themfelves 
lo  this  turpitude,  take  great  care  to  conceal  it  from  every  eye, 
this  it  a  proof  that  it  is  hc)d  in  dctellation  by  the  greater  num- 
ber, and  that  Hiame  accc.:;;)u  .Ics  the  vile  man  who  is  pol- 
luted by  it.  At  Santa  ChrijHna,  no  myftery  is  made  of  incon- 
tinence; it  is  the  vice  common  to  iudlvidiisls  of  both  fcxes; 
it  i«  the  vice  of  tLc  nation. 

The  I 


Auguft 


i ' 


Auguft  1791.]     marchand's  VOYAOe. 


37 » 


The  countenance  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  bears 
a  gloomy  imprefllon  which  might  be  taken  for  fe- 
rocity, were  it  not  neceflary  to  attribute  it  to  the 
dark  colours  with  which  they  fmear  their  face, 
and  which  render  them  hideous.    They  are  not 
enemies  to  gaiety ;  but  it  is  not  natural  to  them ', 
their  difpoHtion  is  rather  allied  to  caution  and  re- 
ferve,  perhaps  to  difllmulation.    They  have  fome- 
times  (hewn  traits  of  a  petulant  vivacity  which 
might  infpire  fome  confidence :   on  other  occa- 
fions,  our  voyagers  had  reafon  to  conceive  that 
they  have  very  violent  paffions ;  but,  always  maf- 
ters  of  themfelvcs,  they  know  how  to  command 
thefc  paflions,  at  lead  in  prefence  of  ftrangers. 
Their  geflures  are,  in  general,  very  exprefiive,  and 
denote    intelligence :   from   the  beginning,    they 
made  the  French  comprehend  very,  well  what  Eu- 
ropean commodity,  what  utenfil  they  wifhed  for, 
and  deflgnated,  in  a  manner  not  to  be  midaken,  a 
jacket,  a  pair  of  trowfers,  a  fhirt,  a  pot,  a  (lew- 
pan,  a  kettle,  a  hatchet,  a  dagger,  &c.    It  may 
be  faid  that  they  wanted  nothing  but  language. 
Captain  Chanal  even  afTerts  that  he  fucceeded 
la  making  them  underftand  moral  and  abdradt 
ideas,  and  that  they  converfed  with  him  without 
much  difficulty.     Surgeon  Roblet  made  the  fame 
trial,  and  had  the  fame  refult ;   he  fays  that  they 
are  capable  of  catching  every  idea  that  is  prefented 
to  them;   for  inftance,  he    had  no  difficulty  in 
making  them  comprehend,  that,  when  both  par- 
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ties  were  once  fatisfied  wiih  a  bargain,  it  neither 
is  jufl  nor  pofllble  to  break  it  in  an  hour  after  it 
was  concluded,  unlefs  by  general  confent.  The 
Tchinkitanayans  cannot  be  confidered  as  a  favage 
people ;  the  judgment  and  cunning  which  they 
difplay  in  their  commercial  concerns,  prove  that 
they  are  fufceptible  of  making  a  very  rapid  pro- 
grefs  in  civilization.  Before  the  French  landed 
on  their  coafl;,  they  had  communicated  but  once 
with  Europeans,  or  twice  or  thrice  at  mod,  if  we 
reckon  the  vifit  of  the  Spaniards  in  1775,  and  per- 
haps that  of  fome  veffel  belonging  to  the  United 
States  ;  it  mud  therefore  be  prefumed  that  their 
communication  with  the  nations  inland  had  ren- 
dered familiar  to  them  the  habit  of  barter ;  and 
the  works  in  metal  with  which  they  were  found 
provided  the  firft  time  that  they  were  vifited, 
leaive  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  cudom  of  traffic 
muft  be  very  ancient  among  them.  Their  miftruft 
in  regard  to  Grangers  appears  extreme ;  but  it 
was  not  pofllble  to  diflinguilh  whether  it  be  the 
fame  among  themfelves ;  it  was  only  remarked 
that  thofe  who  were  coinmiflioned  to  make  ex- 
changes, were  carefully  followed  and  watched 
by  thofe  who  intruded  to  them  the  negotiation. 
Their  behaviour  to  the  French  was  civil,  but  not 
friendly  ;  and  the  natives  of  the  M£ndo9A  Iflands, 
though  volatile,  troublefome,  and  thievifli,  in- 
fpired,  with  all  their  failings,  an  intereft  which 
was  not  obtained  by  the  gravity  and  referve  ofj 
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the  natives  of  TchinkitAmay  :  but  is  this  inte- 
rcft  perfeftly  independent  of  every  influencing 
caufe ;  and,  without  being  aware  of  it,  have  not 
the  French,  in  weighing  the  merits  of  the  two  na- 
tions, fuifered  to  flip  into  the  fcale  the  merit  of 
the  Mendo^a  belles  ?  It  mufl;  have  turned  in  their 
favour.  frfioj 

If  we  wifli  to  compare  thefe  two  nations  with 
each  other,  and  refer  to  a  principle  pretty  generally 
known,  what  it  may  have  been  poflible  to  diftin* 
guiih  of  the  charader  of  both,  the  principle  might 
not  be  found  to  agree  with  obfervation  *.  We 
•confider  as  proved  that  climate  has  no  lefs  influence 
on  the  character  and  manner  of  nations,  than  on 
the  produdions  of  the  £arth  ;  and  it  fliould  follow 
that  the  inhabitants  of  the  Marqijesas  de  Meh- 
D09A,  born  and  living  under  a  burning  fky,  mufl: 
be  attacked  by  that  moral  difeafe  which  fo  cru- 
elly torments  men  in  the  warm  climates  of  £u> 
aoPE,  and  efpecially  in  Asia  ;  I  mean  by  that  un- 
bridled jealoufy  which  makes  hufljands  tyrants 
over  their  wives :  we  fee,  on  the  contrary,  that  the 
Mendo^ans  are  lavifli  to  an  excels  of  a  treafure 
the  property  and  exclufive  enjoyment  of  which 
others  covet  and  maintain  with  fury.  The  Men^ 
dedans  are  thieves  j  but,  as  I  have  before  remark- 
ed, they  thieve  like  children,  and  do  not  endeavour 
to  keep  by  force  what  they  have  ftolen  through 

•  Obfervations  of  Rolkt, 
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curiofity.  Their  blood,  never  agitated  by  violent 
movements  of  their  foul  which  events  and  ob- 
jeds  only  graze  without  ever  making  on  it  a  deep 
impreflion,  feems  to  glide,  like  their  days,  with  a 
gentle  motion  the  equality  of  which  nothing  af. 
feds.  The  Americans,  on  the  contrary,  born,  in 
fome  meafure,  in  the  midft  of  fhow,  and  whofe 
blood  ought  to  partake  of  the  cold  which  reigns 
in  their  forefts,  carry  jealoufy  in  regard  to  their 
women  even  to  frenzy.  Their  gloomy  and  altered 
countenance  feems  to  announce  an  internal  agita* 
tion ',  and  their  paflions,  like  a  volcano  at  reft, 
are  always  ready  to  burft.  It  may  be  imagined 
that,  if  they  thieve  not,  it  is  becaufe  they  fet  too 
much  importance  oir,  theft,  and  are  afraid  .that,  if 
they  indulge  in  k,  difpofed,  as  they  are,  to  defend 
their  booty  by  force,  they  would  foon  lofe  the 
confidence  and  the  trade  of  (Irangers.  It  may 
therefore  be  faid  that,  if  climate  has  an  influence 
on  the  charader  and  manners  of  nations,  this  in. 
fluence  is  not  uniform ;  and  that  other  caufes,  no 
doubt,  deflroy  or  modify  its  eflPefts.  The  gene- 
rality of  principle  prefents  itfelf  to  the  mind  as  a 
point  of  reft  which  it  is  eager  to  feize;  but  it  fei. 
dom  happens  that  afliduous  obfervation  does  not 
pne  day  lead  to  the  difcovery  of  exceptions. 

What  I  havejuft  faid  of  the  propenfity  which  the 
Tchinkitanayans  would  have  for  theft,  may  ap* 
pear  hazarded;  and  the  reader  has  a  right  to 
afk  me  for  proofs :  the  French  ha4  nor,  in  this 
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refpefl,    any  ferious   reproaches  to  make  them; 
but  Captain  Dixon  who  was  the  firfl  that  brought 
U3  acquainted  with  them,  had  reafon  to  complain 
of  them  in  this  particular.    Speaidng  of  Norfolk 
Sound,  the  Editor  of  his  Journal  fays :  "  At  fird, 
*'  the  natives  behaved  civilly  enough,  and  fuffered 
"  our  people  to  follow  their  various  employments 
**  unmolefted  j  but  they  foon  grew  very  trouble. 
"  fome,  and  attempted  to  pick  their  pockets,  and 
"    even  to  ileal  their  faws  and  axes   in   the  mod 
*'  open,  daring  manner  ;  indeed,  they  could  fcarce* 
"  ly  be  reflrained  from  thefe  proceedings  with- 
"  out  violence ;  but  this  it  was  neither  our  inte- 
*<  red  or  inclination  to  offer,  if  it  could  poflibly  be 
"  avoided.     Our  people  were  never  fent  on  fliore 
"  without  being  well  arn^ ;    and,  luckily,   the 
"  fight  of  a  few  mulkets  kept  them  in  a  kind  of 
"  awe,  as  they  had  frequently  feen  Captain  Dixon 
"  fhoot  birds,  which  had  given  them  an  idea  of  the 
"  fatal  effeds  of  fire-arms  *." 

Thus  acquainted  with  the  fudden  and  murderous 
execution  of  a  weapon  which  is  not  formidable  in 
appearance,  they,  doubtlefs,  wiflied  not  to  expofe 
themfelves  to  experience  its  effed  on  their  own 
perfons,  and  they  defifled  from  every  attempt  at 
theft.  It  is  probable  that  the  warning  which  the 
Tchinkitanayans  had  received  from  the  Englifli, 
rendered  them  lefs  enterprifmg  with  the  French :  it 

♦  Scf  Ditm**  Voyage^  page  igj  tn^  foflowing. 
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may  be  imagined  too  that  their  interefl,  which 
they  underdand  very  well,  has  recommended  to 
them  to  keep  terms  with  Grangers  from  whom 
they  have  much  to  receive,  and  to  whom,  in  faft, 
they  give  in  return  only  what  cofl  them  nothing. 
However,the  navigators  who  maylandatTcHmxiT. 
An  Avfliould  neither  rely  on  the  honeflynor  even  on 
theinterefl:  of  its  inhabitants :  it  is  not  perhaps  doing 
them  injudice,  to  fay  that  they  will  ileal  when  the 
hope  of  impunity  may  embolden  them.  One  of 
them  attempted  it  once  on  board  of  the  Solide, 
and  checked  himfelf  becaufe  he  was  perceived  :  an> 
other  time,  two  canoes,  which  had  come  foftly, 
approached  the  (hip  at  eleven  o'clock  at  night} 
and  anfwered  not  when  they  were  hailed,  but 
made  a  precipitate  retreat ;  and  as  traffic  was' never 
prolonged  after  funfet,  and  ?i  the  natives  all  re< 
turned  on  fhore  before  night,  it  cannot  be  doubted 
that,  if  thofe  who  were  in  the  canoes  could  have 
hoped  that  every  one  was  fa(l  afleep  on  board,  they 
would  have  attempted  to  thieve,  perhaps  to  make 
themfelves  maflers  of  the  ihip,  after  having  mur- 
dered her  crgw  *. 

According 

*  Surgeon  Roi/rt  fays  that  the  French  had  not  to  complain 
of  any  bad  treatment ;  that,  feveral  times,  walking  by  himfelf, 
and  having  advanced  into  the  wood  as  far  as  the  di|Hculty  of 
penetrating  into  it  would  allow,  hi  there  met  fome  Americans 
alone,  who,  rifing  from  under  a  tree,  or  from  beneath  its  roots, 
Itemed  to  come  fuddenly  out  of  the  ground  :  they  were  un- 
armed, an4  nwde  no  attempt ;  but  he  fufpcAs  that  they  thus 
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i  According  to  Captain  Dixon's  Journal,  the  na- 
tives of  TcHiNKiTANAY  in  their  make,  fliape, 
and  features,  greatljr  refemble  thofe  of  Port  Mijl- 
CRAVE ;  and  the  language  of  both  thefe  people 
appears  to  be  nearly  the  fame ;  but,  in  manners 
and  difpofition,  the  Tchinkitanayans  approach 
nearer  to  the  natives  who  occupy  the  banks  of 
Cook's  River,  which,  in  regard  to  TchinkitA- 
NAY,  is  fituated  more  to  the  northward,  and  much 
more  to  the  wedward  than  Port  Mtjlgrave  *. 

To  terminate  the  detail  of  the  notions  which  the 
Europeans  have  been  able  to  acquire  refp^zding 
the  natives  of  Tchinkitanay  Bay,  it  remains 
for  me  to  fpeuk  of  their  language  of  which  Cap- 
tain Chanal's  journal  prefents  us  a  vocabulary, 
very  circumfcribed  indeed,  but  which  is  fufficient 
to  give  an  idea  of  it  f . 

The  language  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  differs  ab- 
folutely  from  that  of  the  natives  of  Nootka,  fet- 
tled on  the  fame  coaft,  about  feven  degrees  of  lati- 
tude, or  one  hundred  and  forty  leagues  to  the 
fouthward  of  the  former  |,  and  of  that  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  which,  being  no  more  than 


4 


i 


i  ?^: 


placed  thcmfclves  in  his  way  dcfigncdly,  and  that,  had  they 
not  fcen  him  well  armed,  they  might  have  been  more  enter* 
prifing. 

•  Dixon's  VoyagCt  pages  186,  187,  and  iQt. 
f  It  will  be  found  in  vol.  ii.  at  the  end  of  this  narrative. 
J  In  Cook's  Third  Voyagf,  vol.  iii.  page  540,  is  a  vocabulary 
of  the  language  oi  Nootka  Sound  by  Anderfon. 
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about  twenty  leagues  from  the  continent  at  their 
greatefl  didance,  occupy  two  degrees  and  a  half  of 
latitude  between  the  parallel  of  Nootka  and  that 

of  TCHINKITANAY. 

Numerical  terms  prcfenting  abdrafl  ideas,  and 
affording  no  clue  to  imitative  words,  which  chance 
may  fometimes  introduce  into  two  idioms,  in  other 
refpefts  very  different,  we  are  certain  that,  when  the 
terms  which  exprefs  numbers,  are  the  fame  in  two 
languages,  thefe  languages  are  only  dialeds  of  a 
mother>tongue ;  and,  from  a  contrary  reafon,  we 
can  affirm  that,  when  thefe  terms  have  no  af- 
finity  between  them,  from  one  language  to  another, 
thefe  two  languages  have  not  originally  belonged 
to  the  fame.  I  (hall  therefore,  in  order  to  prove 
that  the  idiom  of  Nootka  and  that  of  Tchinkit- 
Anav  have  no  afiinity,  confine  myfelf  here  to  com* 
paring  between  them  the  analogous  terms  which, 
in  both,  exprefs  numerical  quantities.  I  ihall  bring, 
into  the  fame  point  of  view,  by  anticipation,  the 
analagous  terms  of  the  idiom  of  Queen  Char- 
lotte's Idands  ;  and  although  this  group  is  fitu* 
ated  in  a  middle  pofition  between  that  of  Tchin* 
kitAnay  and  that  of  Nootka,  and  is  not  far 
dift^nt  from  the  continent,  it  will  be  feen  that  the 
numerical  terms  of  the  language  fpoken  by  its  in- 
habitants, bear  no  refemblance  to  the  terms  which 
correfpond  to  them  in  the  other  parts  of  the  fame 
coafl. 

V      The 
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The  reader  may  compare  with  each  other  the 
other  terms  of  Nootka  and  of  TchinkitAnay, 
by  comparing  the  vocabulary  given  by  Captsun 
Cooi^,  with  that  compiled  by  Captain  Chanal  ; 
it  will'  be  found  that  the  languages  of  the  tribes 
which  are  fettled  on  thefe  two  point»,  have  be- 
tween them  no  affinity. 
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The  arithmetic  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  is  peculiar 
to  them  ;  after  having  reckoned  as  far  as  ten,  they 
recommence  by  one ;  at  the  end  of  the  fecond 
half-fcore,  they  pronounce  the  word  Clerr-Kat 
which  fignifies  twenty,  and  they  mark  the  fir  ft 
fcore  by  raifing  the  fore  finger ;  they  then  begin 
again  to  reckon  as  far  as  twice  ten,  and  they 
raife  the  middle  finger,  at  the  fame  time  pro- 
nouncing Terr-Kat,  which  is  tranflated  by  the  fe- 
cond twenty,  or  forty.  Our  voyagers  were  not 
able  to  afcertain  whether  they  have  numerical 
terms  beyond  this  number  •,  but  it  is  evident  that 
with  the  help  of  their  ten  fingers,  they  can,  with- 
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as  the  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  has  written  them,  he  will  be 
convinced  th-  twn  Englifhmen  do  not  hear  and  write  in  the 
fame  manner  the  wonls  pronounced  by  a  favage.  He  will  fee 
in  the  words  of  Tchlnkitdnayt  the  different  manner  in  which  they 
are  heard  and  written  by  a  Frenchman  and  an  Englifhman  :  the 
Frenchman  underftands  and  writes  Clerrg ;  the  Englifhman, 
Tlaafch  (which  is  pronounced  Tlaafque  in  French):  the  French- 
man,  7**rri  ;  the  Englifhman,  Noofch  {Noufque  in  French): 
the  differences  are  not  here  owing  to  thofe  of  orthography  ;  for 
an  Englifliman  who  reads  the  word  Tlaafch^  will  never  emit 
a  found  which  refembles  that  of  the  Clerrg  of  the  French,  &c. 
They  are  owing  to  the  different  manner  in  whic  i  the  words 
were  heard.  There  are,  however,  feveral  of  thofe  of  Tchhi- 
kUanay^  which,  although  written  differently,  on  account  of 
the  difference  of  orthography,  will  give  the  fame  founds,  if 
they  be  pronounced,  that  of  the  French  orthography,  by  a 
Frenchman,  and  thai,  of  the  Englifh,  by  an  Fnglirtimaii ; 
fuch  arc  Tacoun  French,  and  Tachoon  Englifli ;  Kitchln  French, 
and  Ke'tchin  Englidi ;  Tch'tnkart  French,  and  Ch'wcart  Englifti  ; 
and  the  four  words  which  anfwer  to  the  numbers  6,  7,  8  and  9 
differ  very  little. 

out 
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out  difficulty,  carry  their  numeration  as  far  as  ten 
times  twenty  or  two  hundred,  that,  by  adding  to 
them  the  ten  toes,  they  can  raife  it  to  four  hun- 
dred ;  that,  in  the  great  calculations  of  their 
traffic,  by  making  ufe  of  the  hands  and  feet  of 
their  wife,  they  can  reckon  as  far  as  eight  hun- 
dred ;  and  that,  in  (hort,  if  they  wifli  to  employ 
in  their  arithmetic,  one,  two,  or  three  of  their  chil- 
dren,  they  can,  without  going  out  of  the  family, 
contrive  to  reckon  as  far  as  twelve  hundred,  iix- 
teen  hundred,  and  two  thoufand  :  this  is  more,  no 
doubt,  than  their  trade  can  require. 

Their  language  is  excefllvely  harfli  and  un- 
couth :  mod  of  their  articulations  require  a  ftrong 
nafal  afpiration  and  a  guttural  efibrt,  particularly 
to  produce  on  the  j?'s  a  rather  hard  lifping,  and 
on  the  G  an  imperceptible  trill  which  a  French 
throat  cannot  imitate.  They  experience  fome  dif- 
ficulty in  articulating  two  of  our  linguadental  let- 
ters N  and  i>,  which  appear,  indeed,  to  require  in 
a  more  marked  manner,  that  the  tongue  fliould 
red  againft  the  teeth  in  order  to  produce  them ; 
but  they  cannot  fucceed  in  articulating  two  of  our 
labials,  ^  and  r.  A  great  number  of  their  words 
begin  by  a  k^  ftrongly  pronounced  from  the 
throat ;  this  fame  letter  is  met  with  even  three 
times  in  the  fame  word  ;  which  contributes  not  a 
little  to  the  harOinefs  of  their  language. 

Surgeon  Roblet,  on  his  part,  compiled  a  vo- 
cabulary of  the  language  of  the  Tchinkitanayans, 
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which  win  be  found,  joined   to   that  of  Captain 
Chanal,  in  a  diflind  column,  in  order  that  the 
reader  may,  with  facility,  recognize  the  differences 
that  exifl  in  the  manner  in  which  each  of  them 
writes  the   fame  word  and  wilhes  it  to  be  pro- 
nounced. "  It  will  eafily  be  perceived,'*  fays  Sur- 
geon RoBLET,   "  by  the  few  words  which  I  have 
been  able  to  colleO,  that  this  language  is  ex- 
tremely copious  and  varied  :  if  the  ear  be  ftruck 
by  a  word  which  a  flranger  has  not  yet  heard 
"  pronounced,  he  is  certain  that  it  expreffes  an 
"  article  which   has   not    yet   been    mentioned. 
"  This    copioufnefs  is  particularly   remarked  in 
"  the  words  which  exprefs  all  the  exterior  parts  of 
"  the  human   body  :    the  moft  imperceptible  of 
"  ihefe  parts  is  expreffed  by  a  name  which  is  pe- 
"  culiar  to  it.     1  might,"  adds  he,   "  have  given 
"  fome  examples  of  this,  if  the  difficulty  of  ren- 
"  dering  them  well  in  writing,  and  firft  that  of  un- 
"  derftanding  them  well,  and  of  finding  a  favcur- 
"  able  opportunity  for  learning  them,  had  not  do-' 
"  privedme  of  the  poilibility  of  doing  ir.    I  am  ig- 
"  norant  whether  ihe  names  of   the  new  things 
"  which  the  Europeans  have  brought  ihem,  have 
"  been  borrowed   from  any  other  language,    or 
whether  the  natives  have  applied  to  ihcfe  ar- 
ticles the  names  of  thofe  which  formei  ly  ferved 
"  them  for  the  fame  ufes ;  but  it  is  certain  that 
all    the   tools,  utenfils,    drefles,    &c.   which  I 
faw  in  their  poflcnion,  are  each  of  them  de- 
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''  fignated  by  a  particular  name.  I  could  Vfifh 
to  have  it  in  my  power  to  expofe  to  the  eye  the 
hieroglyphic  figures  which  they  employ  for  or- 
namenting their  canoes,  their  boxes,  and  the 
other  little  articles  of  furniture  in  ufe  among 
**  them,  and  the  charaders  of  which  they  had 
themfelves  rudely  Iketched  on  the  paper  where 
I  was  writing  the  words  as  they  explained  them 
to  me :  I  thought  I  faw  the  figures  which  chil- 
dren draw,  when,  to  make  ufe  of  the  exprefCon 
"  of  their  age,  "  they  are  making  men" 

Are  thefe  hieroglyphic  figures  to  the  Tchinki- 
tanayans  a  fpecies  of  writing  ?  It  is  well  known 
that  hieroglyphics  were  the  firft  writing  of  feveral 
nations :  they  are  the  univerfal  written  language ; 
this  is  truly  the  art  of  painting  the  thought,  of 
fpeaking  to  the  eyes ;  and  every  one,  at  the  fight 
of  the  object,  emits  the  founds  which  it  is  agreed 
to  employ  for  fpeaking  to  the  ear. 

I  (hould  be  apprehenfive  of  deferving  the  re* 
proach  of  having  extended,  to  too  great  a  length, 
the  details  which  I  have  juft  given  concerning 
the  manners,  the  cuftoms,  and  the  character  of 
the  Americans  who  occupy  TchinkitAnay  Bay, 
if  it  were  not  known  that  the  moment  when 
Europeans  communicate,  for  the  firft  time,  with 
newly-difcovered  people  is  that  for  ftudying  them : 
at  a  later  period,  the  intercourfe  of  ftrangers  pro- 
duces changes  in  the  natural  habits  of  thefe 
people ',  prefently  the  primitive  features  con- 
founded 
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founded  with  the  new,  and  adulterated  by  this 
mixture,  become  imperceptible,  and  end  by  efcap- 
ing  obfervation.  It  is  by  partial  ftudies,  it  is  by 
contemplating  the  man  of  every  country  under  his 
firft  cover,  and,  as  it  were,  in  his  original  drefs, 
that  we  fhall  be  able  to  fucceed  in  graduating  the 
fcale  of  human  intelligence,  by  afcending  from  the 
ftupid  Pejerai^  who  knows  only  how  to  ihiver  o& 
the  TiERiiA  DEL  FuEGo,  or  the  wild  Hottentot, 
who  diflfers  little  from  the  man  of  the  woods,  to 
the  genius  who  created  the  Iliad,  or  him  who  ana- 
tomized light,  and  fubmitted  to  calculation  the 
laws  of  gravity. 
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C  H  A  P  T  E  R     V. 

Depahturk  from  Tchinkifanay. — Examination  of 
Cloak  Biiy^  of  Cox* s  Strait j  and  of  part  of  th. 
ivejl  coaji  of  the  ijlands  named  by  the  Etiglijlj 
Queen  Charlotte'^  If/ands,  and  previoujly  difco- 
n^ered  by  La  Peroufe. — Difcovery  of  three  good 
harbours  on  this  coafl .  —  Trade  for  furs. — Defer  ip- 
iion  ofthefe  iflandi  and  of  their  inhabitants. — Ar- 
rival  off  Nootka  Sound. — Captain  Marchand  re- 
Unquifjes  theproje6l  of  anchoring  there,  andjhapcs 
his  courfe  for  China. 

npHE  contrariety  of  the  winds  did  not  allow  the 
SoLiDE  to  quit  TcHiNKirANAY  Bay  before 
the  2ift  ofAugud.  Captain  Marchand  fet  fail 
again  'n  the  afternoon  of  that  day,  and  direded 
his  courfe  to  the  fouth-eaft,  in  order  to  lecon- 
noitre  Queen  Charlottje's  Iflands,  the  north 
point  of  which  is  fituated  in  a  latitude  lefs 
northerly  by  2*  40'  than  that  of  TciiinkitA- 
NAV.     Frenchmen   will  fee  with   pleafure  in  La 

PiRousi:'s  journal,  that  he  anticipated  the  Englifh 
in  the  difcovery  which,  towards  the  middle  of  the 
year  1786,  he  made  of  thefe  lands,  the  bays, 
mountains,  and  capes  of  which  he  defignates  by 
French  names :  and  if  I  employ  thofe  which  were 
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fubfequently  given  them  by  Captain  Dixon,  who 
did  not  difcover  them  till  the  month"  of  July  1787, 
it  is  becaufe  the  journal  of  the  French  navigator 
not  being  yet  publifhed,  thefe  lands  arc  as  yet 
known  only  by  the  names  which  are  found  in  the 
printed  voyages  of  the  Englilh  navigators  *. 

Thefe  iflands    are  confidered  as  belonging  to 
that  portion   of  the  north-west  coaft  of  Ame- 
rica, fituated  between  the  fiftieth  and  the  fifty- 
fixth   parallels,    from  which  contrary  winds  re- ' 
polled  Captain   Cook,   and  of  which  they  pre-  < 
vented  him  from  getting  fight.    They  occupy  about 
feventy  leagues  in  length,    on  a  north-weft  and 
fouth-eaft  line.     Dixon,  who  made  them  in  the 
north-weft  part,  at  firft  took  them  for  a  portion 
of  the  continent ;  but,  having  coafted  them  on  the 
weft  fide,  he  came  to  the  fouthern  extremity  of 
the  group  which  he  doubled  ;  and,  then  ftanding 
to  the  northward,  he  afcertained  that,  in  the  part 
which  he  was  able  to  explore  on  the  eaft  fide,  they 
are  about  twenty  leagues  diftant  from  the  continent 
of  America.     He  neither  anchored  on  the  eaft, 
nor  the  weft  coaft  ;  but  the  concourfe  of  natives, 
arriving  from  all  quarters,    from   the  former  of 
thefe  coafts,  in  their  ticklifli  canoes,  was'  fo  con-, 
fiderable,  their  eagerftefs  to  barter  their  furs  for 
European  utenfils  and  commodities  was  fo  great, 

•  See  the  Introdudlion — La  Pereufet  1786 — Leturie  and 
Cuifef  X'jS6—Port!oci  and  Dixorif  1786,  1787— Co/«f«  and 
Duncan^  1787. 
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that,  in  the  fpace  of  a  month,  and  conftantly 
under  fail,  he  contrived  to  procure  eighteen  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  (kins  of  different  animals, 
the  greater  part  of  which  were  of  prime  quality  *. 

Since  Captain  Dixon's  voyage,  Captain  Dun- 
can and  other  Englifh  navigators  have  vifited  this 
group,  which  is  known  to  be  compofed  of  three 
principal  iflands,  and  they  have  explored  fome  of 
the  channels  which  feparate  them.  It  cannot  be 
doubted  that,  fmce  the  publication  of  the  voy^ 
ages  of  Cook,  Portlock,  and  Dixon,  t)f 
Duncan,  Meares,  and  Douglas,  England 
who  eagerly  grafped  at  this  new  branch  of  com- 
merce, and  was  on  the  point  of  going  to  war  with 
Spain  in  order  to  maintain  her  footing  on  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America,  has  acquired,  re- 
fpeding  this  quarter,  fre(h  information,  of  which, 
no  doubt,  (he  does  not  wi(h  to  make  a  myftery  to 
other  nations;  but  we  (hall  not  be  able  to  learn 
what  perfe^ion  the  geography  and  hiftory  of  the 
New  World  have  acquired  through  this  channel, 
till  peace,  that  peace  which  is  the  wi(h  of  every 
heart,  (hall  have  opened  again  to  the  fciences  a 
free  communication  between  all  the  nations  of 
Europe. 

On  quitting  TchinkitAnay  Bay,  on  the  aift 
of  Auguft,  Captain  Marchano  had  a  favourable 
wind  between  the  north  by  weft  and  north-north- 
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weft  (allowing  for  the  variation),  which,  in  a  little 
time,  carried  him  off  the  northern  part  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands ;  and  he  got  fight  of  them 
on  the  2  2d  at  feven  o'clock  in  the  evening,  to 
the  fouth-ead,  at  eight  or  nine  leagues,  didance. 

The  next  day,  at  a  quarter  before  fix  in  the 
morning,  he  didinguilhed  the  bay  which  Captain 
Dixon  named  Cloak  Bay,  becaufe,  in  the  fpace 
of  half  an  hour,  he  had  there  traded  for  a  great 
number  of  cloaks,  containing  together  upwards  of 
three  hundred  prime  beaver-fkins.  The  wind 
prevented  Captain  Dixon  from  anchoring  there ; 
he  carried  on  his  traffic  under  fail ;  and,  from 
a  view  of  the  land  and  the  afpeft  which  it  pre- 
fented,  he  was  perfuaded  that  the  opening  be- 
fore which  he  found  himfelf,  was  that  of  a 
great  bay  which  might  afford  good  anchorage. 
But,  in  1789*,  Captain  Douglas,  commanding 
the  Iphigenia,  difcovered  that  this  bay,  the 
greateft  opening  of  which  faces  the  wed,  is  termi- 
nated to  the  eadward,  by  a  (Irait  that  feparates 
the  North  Ifland,  which  is  not  more  than  feven 
cr  eight  miles  in  length  on  a  north>north-wefl: 
and  fouth-fouth«ea{l  line,  from  the  northern  coaft 
of  the  largeft  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands. 
Douglas  named  this  flrait.  Cox's  Channel, 
anchored  there  occafionally,  traded  with  the  na- 
tives, and  traverfed  it  from  eaft  to  wed.    It  ap- 
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pears,  however,  that  the  firfl:  difcovery  of  this 
paflage  belongs ' to  Captain  Gray,  mafter  of  the 
American  floop  Washington. 

Captain  Marchand  who  had  failed  from  Mar. 

8EILLES  at  the  end  of  1790,  could  not  have  any 
knowledge  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel,  with 
which  we  were  acquainted  in  France  only  by  the 
voyage  of  Captain  Douolas,  that  forms  a  part  of 
thofe  which  Captain  Meares  did  not  publifh  in 
London  till  towards  the  end  of  this  fame  year. 
But  the  information  which  Captain  Dixon  has 
given  us  of  Cloak  Bay,  or  that  which  Doug. 
LAs's  voyage  gives  us  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel, 
is  limited,  as  to  the  former,  to  his  not  fuffering  us 
to  be  ignorant  that  he  there  made,  in  the'courfe 
of  a  few  minutes,  a  rich  harvcfl  of  beaver-lliins ; 
and  as  to  the  latter,  that  his  trade,  though  not  fo 
advantageous,  was  ntverthelefs  fatisfadory ;  that 
the  women  who  had  come  on  board  for  the 
amufement  of  the  people,  difcovered  to  him  a  plot 
of  the  natives  who  were  to  attempt  to  make 
themfelves  mafters  of  the  velTel ;  and  that  the 
artillery  did  juflice  on  them  when  they  prefented 
themfelves  for  carrying  it  into  execution.  But 
neither  Dixon  nor  Douglas  have  made  us  ac- 
quainted either  with  the  country  or  its  inhabit- 
ants ;  this  is  a  new  country,  thefe  are  men  un. 
known  to  Europe  whom  the  journal  of  the  French 
prefents  to  us :  and  if  England  have  not  received 
farther    details    refpeding   this   part    of  Queen 
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CHARLOTTii's  Ifliinds,  it  may  be  faid  that  flie  has 
informed  us  of  the  cxiftcnce  of  the  bay  and  chan- 
nel which  her  navigators  ililcovered  the  firlt,  and 
on  wliich  they  have  impoled  names ;  but  that  ours 
will  iufurni  her  what  is  the  nature,  what  are  the 
productions  of  the  country,  and  by  what  men  it  is 
inhabited. 

No  canoe  belonging  to  the  iflanders  having  pre- 
fented  itfelf  when  the  Soi.idk  appeared  at  the 
opening  of  Cloak  Bay,  the  barge,  after  having 
been  provided  with  a  few  articles  for  trade,  was 
difpatched  under  the  command  of  Captain  Cha- 
NAL,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Murat,  Sur- 
geon Robi.lt,  and  Volunteer  Dkcany,  in  order 
to  vifit  Cloak  Bay,  to  examine  its  circumference, 
and  afcertain  whether  any  part  of  its  coall  atForded 
a  good  anchorage.  The  (hip,  during  this  expe- 
dition, was  to  continue  lying  to  or  ftanding  off  and 
on,  at  the  opening  of  the  bay. 

This  examination  appears  to  have  been  executed 
with  the  greatell  care.  The  plan  vv  hich  Captain 
Chanal  drew  ol  Cloak  Bay  and  of  Cox's  Chan- 
nel, which  he  difcovered  and  \ilited,  will  bring 
the  reader  belter  acquainted  with  both,  if  he  will 
caft  his  eye  over  it,  than  t!v  delcription  w^hich 
will  be  given  **. 

The  weft  opening  of  Cloak  Bay,  if  a  veflel  be 
placed  nearly  north  and  iouth  of  the  north-weft 
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point  of  the  great  ifland,  and  in  mid-channel,  is 
Htuated  in  54"  10' north  latitude  and  in  135^58' 
we(t  longitude  *.  This  pofition  is  more  northerly 
by  two  minutes  on  Dixon's  chart ;  and  the  lon- 
gitude there  differs  from  that  which  has  juft  been 
mentioned,  by  being  eighteen  minutes  lefs. 

In  1787,  the  Englifli  navigator  obferved  the  va- 
riation of  the  magnetic  needle  to  be  24*  28'  ea(l ; 
and  in  1791,  the  obfervations  made  on  board  of  the 
SoLiDE  gave  28°  2' :  we  found  a  fimilar  differ- 
ence between  the  variations  obferved  by  Dixon 
and  by  Marchand  at  Tchinkitanay  j  they 
may  be  owing  to  the  difference  of  the  inftruments, 
or  to  the  different  manner  of  obferving. 

Captain  Chanal  founded  the  bay  in  different 
parts ;  he  found  from  thirty  to  eighteen  fathoms, 
over  a  bottom  of  foft  rock  and  iheUs,  in  other 
places  white  fard,  and  fometimes  fmall  pebbles. 
This  bay,  which  is  a  league  in  depth  by  a  width 
fomewhat  fmaller,  is  perfeflly  iheltered  from 
winds  from  the  north,  fouth,  and  eaft  quarters ; 
but  it  is  entirely  open  to  winds  from  the  wefl- 
ward. 

The  mouth  of  Cox's  Channel,  which  opens  into 
the  bay,  is  not  more  than  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in 
width,  and  is  dill  rarrowed  by  a  reef  and  a  to- 
lerably  extenfive  bank  which  runs  off  from  the 
fouth  coaft  or  the  large  ifland,  and  reduces  the 
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paflage,  in  the  wefl  entrance)  to  a  breadth  of 
three  cables'  length  at  mod.  But,  in  the  nar- 
roweft  part,  the  foundings  are  from  thirty-two  to 
forty  fathoms  over  a  bottom  of  hard  fand  and 
broken  (hells.  The  north  coaft  of  the  narrow  en- 
trance, or  the  fomhern  coaft  of  the  North  Ifland, 
is  fafe  and  bold.  A  fmall  ifland,  two  thirds  of  a 
mile  long  by  a  mile  broad,  fituated  in  the  eaft 
part  of  the  ftrait,  divides  it  into  two  arms  'of  un- 
equal length,  the  narroweft  to  the  northward,  the 
broadeft  to  the  fouthward  of  the  fmall  ifland.  The 
Solide's  boat  went  up  the  former  arm  which  fe- 
parates. the  fmall  ifland  from  the  North  Ifland: 
it  was  found  that,  if  the  quality  of  the  bottom  was 
not  lb  bad,  this  arm  would  form  an  excellent  har- 
bour ;  but,  all  along  the  coaft,  at  the  diftance 
proper  for  anchoring,  the  depth  of  water  was 
from  twenty  to  thirty  fathoms,  over  a  bottom  of 
live  coral,  red  or  white,  which  would  damage  the 
cables.  In  the  great  channel,  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  fmall  ifland,  were  found  thirty  fathoms 
water,  with  a  rocky  bottom.  Captain  Chanai. 
having  reached  the  eaft  mouth  of  the  ftrait,  per- 
ceived an  iflot  to  the  eaft  by  fouth,  at  about  the 
difiance  of  a  mile  from  the  mouth  of  the  openings 
and,  two  miles  and  a  quarter  to  the  north-eaft,  a 
rock  even  with  the  water's  edge,  which  may  be  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  didant  from  the  eaft  coaft  of 
the  North  Ifland.  At  the  fame  time,  the  northern 
coaft  of  the  large  ifland,  to  the  fouthward  of  the 
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(Irait,  was  feen  to  extend  to  the  eaftward  for  two 
leagues  and  a  half  or  three  leagues. 

Captain  Chanal  thought  it  proper  to  terminate 
here  an  examination  the  objeft  of  which  had  been 
folely  to  afcertain  whether  Cox's  Channel  afforded 
any  anchorage  where  the  Solide  could  find  a  fafe 
ihelter  from  the  wind  and  fea :  the  foundings 
proved  that  the  depth  of  water  was  fufficient ;  but 
the  bad  quality  of  the  bottom  did  not  allow  of 
rifking  anchors  on  it. 

While  the  boat  was  employed  in  the  morning 
in  taking  the  foundings  of  Cloak  Bay,  (lie  had 
been  accofted  by  three  canoes  containing  about 
thirty  Americans,  men,  women,  and  children, 
who  had  come  from  the  northern  coaft  of  the 
great  ifland,  on  which  were  diftinguiflied  feme  ha- 
bitations. Thefe  iflanders  were  without  arms,  and 
announced  peaceable  difpofitions ;  but  they  of- 
fered nothing  to  barter  but  fome  frefli  fifh  and  a  few 
old  Ikins.  On  recolleding  the  plentiful  harveft 
which  Captain  Dix(jn,  in  the  fpace  of  half  an 
hour,  had  made  off  this  very  Cloak  Bay,  our 
voyagers  had  hoped,  if  not  for  equal  fuccefs,  at 
leaft  for  an  indemnification  for  the  time  which  had 
been  employed  in  examining  it ;  but  every  hope 
vanifhed,  when  the  natives  gave  them  to  under- 
fland  that  a  vefiel,  which  had  vifited  their  coaft 
very  rectntly,  had  obtained  all  the  furs  that  they 
poffelfed. 
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In  the  afternoon,  at  the  moment  when  Cap- 
tain Chanal  was  fetting  out  from  Cox*s  Chan- 
nel to  re-enter  Cloak  Bay,  the  boat  was  joined 
by  other  canoes ;  their  arrival  revived  the  hope 
that,  if  a  few  inhabitants  were  collefted,  he  might 
be  able  to  procure  fome  furs  from  ihem.  He  there- 
fore determined  to  turn  back,  and  land  on  the 
weft  point  of  that  ifland,  two  thirds  of  a  mile  long 
by  one  third  broad,  which  divides  into  two  arms 

Cox*s  Channel  or  Strait.  / 1 

W%^ 

On  this   fmall   ifland,    Captain   Chanal  per-  /j^^^  ,/  ,,y' 
ceived  fome  palifades  which  appeared  to  be  the     ., .'      v 
work  of  Europeans  ;  and  he  had  the  curiofity  to  /V    , 
examine  them  clofely.     He  found  that  they  form   7/  , 

the  enclofure  of  a  platform  of  moderate  elevation,       '    **^   ' 
refting  on  one  fide  againll  the  rock,  and  lupported 
at  certain  diftances  by  ftakes,  rafters,  and  other  - 

pieces  of  wood  forming  the  frame  of  a  building, 
well  put  together  and  well  contrived  :  he  afcended  it 
by  a  ftaircaiis  made  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree.  On 
examination,  he  judged  this  monument,  with  every 
thing  that  belongs  to  it,  to  be  the  produce  of  the 
arts  of  the  west  part  of  North  America:  the  , 
wood  bore  the  impreflion  of  time  and  age;  and 
this  evidence  againft  which  no  objedion  can  be 
made,  did  not  allow  it  to  be  fuppofed  that  the 
conftruftion  was  modern,  or  the  work  of  Euro- 
peans who  .might  have  anchored  in  the  bay. 
He  here  remarked  feveral  boxes  without  a  lid, 
the  ufe  of  which  the  iilanders  explained :   thefe 
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perform  the  office  of  a  drum  from  which  they 
draw  a  found,  by  {Iriking  with  the  fifl:  againft 
the  outer  fides.  But  what  particularly  attracted 
the  attention  of  the  French,  and  well  deferved  to 
fix  it,  were  two  piflnres  each  of  which  eight  or 
nine  feet  long,  by  five  high,  was  compofed  only 
of  two  planks  put  together.  On  one  of  thefe 
pictures,  is  feen  reprefented,  in  colours  rather 
lively,  red,  black,  and  green,  the  different  parts 
of  the  human  body,  painted  feparately  ;  and  the 
whole  furface  is  covered  with  them.  The  latter 
pidure  appears  to  be  a  copy  of  the  former,  or 
perhaps  it  is  the  original :  it  is  difficult  to  decide  to 
which  of  the  two  belongs  the  priority,  fo  much 
are  the  features  of  both  effaced  by  age.  ^  The 
natives  gave  Captain  Chanal  to  underitand  that 
thefe  pidures  are  called  Caniak  in  their  lan- 
guage; and  this  is  all  that  he  could  get  from 
them.  They  remind  us  of  thofe  paintings,  thofe 
large  pidures  of  Mexico  the  defcriptions  and 
drawings  of  which  the  Spanifli  hiflorians  have 
tranfmitted  to  us :  and  the  tribes  that  inhabit  the 
iilands  which,  at  this  moment,  engage  our  at- 
tention, might  very  probably  not  have  been,  at  all 
times,  as  great  (Irangers  to  the  Mexicans  as'  they 
may  have  become  fince  the  dedru^ion  of  the 
empire. 

From  the  examination  which  was  made  of  the 
fort  of  redoubt  where  are  depofited  thefe  two  mo- 
numents of  an  ancient  date,  it  was  not  fuppofed, 
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although  it  appeared  very  fufceptible  of  being  de- 
fended againd:  an  enemy  who  might  wifli  to  attack 
it,  that  the  object  of  the  iilanders  has  been  to  fe- 
cure  there  for  themfelves  a  retreat,  a  place  of  re- 
fuge in  cafe  of  attack ;  Captain  Chanal  judged, 
from  fome  information  which  he  was  able  to  ob- 
tain from  them,  and  which  he  thought  he  under- 
flood,  that  it  was  rather  a  place  confecrated  to  re- 
ligious ceremonies,  or  public  diverfions,  or  perhaps 
to  both  ufes.  ]  ,  x 

The  iflanders  withdrew  about  three  o'clock  in 
the  afternoon,  after  having  exchanged  the  few  furs 
which  they  poflelfed,  confiding  of  five  otter  fkins, 
fome;  of  cub  otters,  fome  old  otter  cloaks,  and  one 
only  of  beaver.  The  French  might  alfo  have 
procured  two  fine  fkins;  but  the  proprietor  re- 
quired, in  exchange,  woollen  jackets  and  blan- 
kets, and  none  of  thofe  articles  had  been  put  into 
the  boat.  The  Americans^  before  they  withdrew, 
had  given  them  to  underfland,  pointing  to  the 
eailern  part  of  the  north  coafl  of  the  large  ifland, 
that,  if  their  vifiters  would  flop  a  few  days,  they 
would  go  and  hunt  in  that  quarter,  and  thence 
bring  back  a  great  quantity  of  furs. 

In  the  courfe  of  the  day.  Captain  Chanal  had 
had  a  communication  with  feven  or  eight  canoes, 
which  might  carry  in  the  whole  fixty  individuals 
of  all  ages  and  of  both  fexes ;  but,  to  judge  from 
the  number  of  huts  which  he  diflinguifhed  on  the 
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borders  of  the  channel,  he  reckoned  that  he  had 
feen  but  a  fmall  part  of  its  inhabitants. 

The  boat  was  clear  of  Cloak  Bay  at  fix 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Captain  Chanal  per- 
ceived the  Solid E  (landing  to  the  northward  ;  he 
followed  her  till  eight  o'clock,  without  being  able 
to  overtake  her ;  and  night  concealed  her  from 
his  view.  The  (hip,  having  got  too  near  the 
breakers  of  the  coaft,  had  neither  been  able  to 
Ihorten  fail,  nor  to  put  about  in  order  to  come 
and  meet  the  boat.  At  nine  o'clock.  Captain 
Chanal  determined  to  re-enter  Cloak  Bay  for 
the  purpofe  of  there  pafling  the  night.  He  looked 
for  (helter  behind  a  fmall  ifland  which  is  fituated  to 
the  north-eaft  of  the  bay,  and  which  is  feparated 
from  the  foutli-wefl  coaft  of  the  North  illand, 
only  by  a  fmall  channel  that  prefented  to  the  boat 
a  fnug  harbour,  (heltered  from  the  wind  which 
blew  from  the  weflward,  and  a  beach  of  fmall 
pebbles,  where  he  and  his  party  landed  very  conve- 
niently. This  place  was  feparated,  in  this  part, 
from  the  habitations  of  the  illanders  by  the  whole 
breadth  of  the  North  Ifland  :  here  they  took  up 
their  quarters,  and  pafled  a  very  quiet  night. 

The  next  day,  at  noon,  the  boat  returned  on 
.board  of  the  SoLiDJi:. 

On  Captain  Chanal's  report  to  Captain  Mar- 
chand,  that  they  mijht  hope  to  trade  for  fome 
furs  in  Cox's  Channel,  the  long-boat  was  equipped 
and  furni(hed  with  provifions  for  three  days,  arms 
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of  different  forts,  and  various  articles  for  trade ; 
nine  of  the  crew  were  feleded  to  man  her  j  and 
(he  was  detached  at  five  o'clock  in  the  evening 
under  the  command  of  Captain  Chanal  who 
was  accompanied,  as  on  the  former  occafion,  by 
Lieutenant  Murat,  Surgeon  Roblet,  and  Vo- 
lunteer DAcANY.  The  day  was  too  far  fpent  for 
them  to  enter  the  channel  j  they  therefore  an- 
chored behind  the  fmall  ifland  where  they  had  fo 
quietly  pafled  the  preceding  night. 

On  the  25th,  before  day-break,  they  proceeded 
towards  Cox's  Channel ;    and,  as  foon  as  they  had 
reached  its  eallern  part,  they  fired  feveral  mufkets 
in  order  to  announce  to  the  iflanders  the  arrival 
of  firangers.      But   the  whole  morning  was  loft 
in  vain  expeftation :  they  faw  only  a  fingle  canoe 
conduced  by  two  women  who  came  and  joined 
the  French  in  a  fmall  cove  where  they  had  landed, 
and   which  is   fituated   on   the  foutheril  coaft  of 
the  North  Ifland.     Thefe  women  gave  them  to 
underftand  that  the  natives  to  whom  the  habita- 
tions, which  were   feen  on  the  coaft,    belonged, 
were  gone  a  hunting,  and  that  it  would  not  be 
long  before  they  brought  back  the  produce  of  iheir 
fport. 

Waiting  for  their  return.  Captain  Chanal  and 
his  party  availed  themfelves  of  the  good  will  of  a 
chief  of  the  diftrift,  who  had  offered  to  accompany 
them,  and  they  employed  the  time  in  vifiting  two 
habitations,  fituated  on  this  part  of  the  cpaft,  and 
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built  on  a  plan  nearly  uniform.  In  defcribing 
them,  I  (hall  blend  the  feparate  defcriptions 
given  by  Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Roblet, 
and  form  of  them  but  one;  they  are  the  fame 
in  the  main,  and  differ  only  by  fome  details  which 
are  met  with  in  the  one,  and  are  not  to  be  found 
in  the  other. 

The  form  of  theib  habitations  is  that  of  a  regu- 
lar parallelogram,  from  forty-five  to  fifty  feet  in 
front  by  thirty>flve  in  depth.  Six,  eight,  or  ten 
trees,  cut  and  planted  in  the  ground  on  each  front, 
form  the  enclofure  of  a  habitation,  and  are 
faftened  to  each  other,  by  planks  ten  inches  in 
width  by  three  or  four  in  thicknefs,  which  are 
iblidly  joined  to  the  flakes,  by  tenons  and  .mor- 
tices. The  partitions,  fix  or  feven  feet  high,  are 
furmounted  by  a  roof,  a  little  floped,  the  fummit 
of  which  is  raifed  from  ten  to  twelve  feet  above  the 
ground.  Thefe  partitions  and  the  roofing  are 
faced  with  planks,  each  of  which  is  about  two 
feet  wide.  In  the  middle  of  the  roof,  is  made  a 
large  fquare  opeiu'ng  which  aflfords,  at  once,  both 
entrance  to  the  light,  and  iffue  to  the  fmoke. 
There  are  alfo  a  few  fmall  windows  open  on  the 
fides.  Thefe  houfes  have  two  (lories,  although 
one  only^  be  vifible.  The  fecond  is  under 
ground,  or  rather  its  upper  part,  or  ceiling,  is 
even  with  the  furface  of  the  fpot  in  which  the 
flakes  are  driven.  It  confifts  of  a  cellar  about 
five  feet  in  depth,  dug  in  the  infide  of  the  habita- 
tion, 
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tk>n,  at  thfi  didance  of  fix  feet  from  the  walls 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  ciicumference.  The 
defcent  to  it  is  by  three  or  four  fleps  made  in 
the  platform  of  earth  which  i«  referred  between  the 
foundations  of  the  walls  and  the  cellar)  and  thefe 
ftepSi  of  earth  well  beaten,  are  cafed  with  planks 
which  prevent  the  foil  from  falling  in.  Beams 
laid  acrofs,  and  covered  with  thick  planks,  form 
the  upper  floor  of  this  fubto-raneous  (lory,  which 
preferves  from  moiflure  the  outer  (lory  whofe 
floor  is  on  a  level  with  the  ground.  The  guide 
of  the  French  explamed  to  them  that  the  cellar 
is  the  winter  habitation. 


U:  ":;'!*' 


The  ^trancc'door  of  thefe  edifices  deferves  a 
pvticular  defcription. 

TWs  door,  the  threftiold  of  which  is  raifed  about 
a  foot  and  a  half  above  the  ground,  is  of  an  el- 
liptical figure ;  the  great  diameter,  which  is  given 
by  the  height  of  the  opening,  is  not  more  than 
three  ^set,  and  the  fmall  diameter,  or  the  breadth, 
is  not  more  than  two:  it  may  be  conceived  that  it 
is  not  very  convenient  to  enter  the  houfe  by  this 
oval.  This  f^>emng  is  made  in  the  thicknefs  oi 
a  large  trunk  of  a  tree  which  rifes  perpendicularly 
in  the  middle  of  one  of  the  fronts  of  the  habita- 
tion, and  occupies  the  whole  of  its  height :  it 
imitates  the  form  of  a  gaping  human  mouth,  or 
rather  that  of  a  beaft^  and  it  is  furmounted  by  ^ 
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hooked  note  *,  about  two  feet  in  length,  propor- 
tioned, in  point  of  fize,  to  the  monftrous  face  t6 
which  it  belongs.  It  might  therefore  be  ima- 
gined that,  in  the  language  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
North  ifland  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Ifles,  the 
door  of  the  houfe  is  called  the  month :  and  if  we 
chofe  to  go  back  to  an  ancient  people  with  whom 
we  are  better  acquainted  than  with  this,  we  fhould 
find  that  the  root  of  the  word  o/?/«;//,  door,  is  0;, 
mouth }  and  it  is  well  known  that  the  Latins  fay 
indifferently  Os  or  0/iiwn  Jium'tnis  ;  and  the  French, 
indifferently  too,  the  entrance  or  the  mouth  of  a 
river,  the  ftiouths  of  the  Rhone,  the  moutht  of 
the  Nile,  &c.  Over  the  door,  is  feen  the  figure 
of  a  man  carved,  in  the  attitude  of  a  child  in  the 
womb,  and  remarkable  for  the  extreme  Tmallnefs 
of  the  parts  which  charaderize  his  fex  ;  and  above 
this  figure,  lifes  a  gigantic  ftatue  of  a  man  ere£t, 
which  terminates  the  fculpture  and  the  decoration 
,  of  the  portal  j  the  head  of  this  ftatue  is  dreffed  mth 
a  cap  in  the  form  of  a  fugar-Ioaf,  the  height  of 
which  is  almoft  equal  to  that  of  the  figure  itfelf. 
On  the  parts  of  the  furface  which  are  not  occupied 
by  the  capital  fubjeds,  are  interfperfed  carved 
figures  of  frogsor   toads,  lizards,  and  other  ani- 

*  It  has  been  feen,  iii  page  334  of  this  volumci  thattht 
grotcfque  heads  which,  in  the  extraordinary  dtefs  of  the  Tchin- 
kitanayans,  are  apph'ed  over  the  knees,  bear  in  like  manner  a 
'  Iiuoked  nofe  of  an  immoderate  fize.    ■     •  • 
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mals,  and  arms,  legs,  thighs,  and  other  parts  of 
the  human  body :  a  ftranger  might  imagine  that 
he  faw  the  ex  voto  fufpended  to  the  door^cafe  of 
the  niche  of  a  Madona. 

On  comparing  thefe  pieces  of  fculpture  to  thofe 
large  pidures  which  had  been  feen  the  day  be- 
fore in  a  place  which  appears  confecratcd  to  a 
Supreme  Being,  we  (hould  be  tempted  to  believe 
that  thefe  various  figures  are  emblems  which  are 
rConne£ted  with  the  religion  of  this  people.  But 
how  inquire  into  the  matter  when  the  voyager  is 
ignorant  of  the  language  of  the  country?  All 
that  Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  could  com- 
prehend from  the  anfwers  which  the  chief  of  the 
diftrid  who  accompanied  them,  was  pleafed  to  I 
give  to  the  queflions  that  they  had  endeavoured  to  f 
make  him  underftand,  is  that  the  ere£t  figure, 
placed  above  each  portal,  and  to  which  every 
thing  that  is  below  appears  to  ferve  as  a  pedeftal, 
is  the  image  of  a  chief  who  was  held  veneration  in 
the  country.  It  is  recalling  the  arts  to  their  real' 
inftitution,  to  appropriate  them  to  honour  virtue, 
and  to  perpetuate  the  memory  of  men  who  have 
deferved  well  of  their  fellow-creatures. 

Thefe  works  of  fculpture  cannot  undoubtedly 
be  compared,  in  any  refped,  to  the  mafter-pieces 
of  which  ancient  Rome  ftripped  Gr££C£,  and  of 
which  Italy,  in  her  turn,  has  been  ftripped  by 
Francb;  but  can  we  avoid  being  aftoniflied  to  ^ 
find  them  fo  numerous  on  an  ifland  which  is  not 
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perhaps  more  than  fix  leagues  ia  circumference, 
vhere  population  is  not  extenfive,  and  among  a 
nation  of  hunters  ?  And  is  not  our  aAonifliment 
increafedjwhenwe  confiderthe  progrefs  thispeopW 
have  made  in  architcfture  ?  What  inftinft,  or  ra- 
ther  what  genius  it  has  required  to  conceive  and 
execute  folidly,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  fuc- 
cours  by  which  mechanifm  makes  up  for  the 
weaknefs  of  the  improved  man,  thofe  edifices, 
thofe  heavy  frames  of  buildings  of  fifty  feet  in 
extent  by  eleven  in  elevation  ?  Men  who  choofe 
not  to  be  aftonifhed  at  any  thing  will  fay :  The 
beaver  alfo  builds  his  houfe  :  yes,  but  he  does  not 
adorn  it  ♦,  but  nature  has  given  to  the  beaver  the 
indrument  neceifary  for  building  it :  (he  has  cer- 
tainly placed  the  man  of  the  foreds  in  the  middle 
of  the  materials  with  which  he  con(lru£ls  his ;  but 
he  has  been  under  the  necefiity  of  creating,  of  va- 
rying the  tools  without  which  he  could  not  em- 
ploy  thofe  materials !  A  fharp  (lone,  hafted  on  a 
branch  of  a  tree,  the  bone  of  a  quadruped,  the 
bone  of  one  fifli,  the  rough  {kin  of  another ;  ia* 
flruments  more  fit  to  exercife  patience  than  to  help 
indudry,  and  which  would  have  been  ineffectual 
in  fteconding  his  efforts,  if  fire  which  he  difcovered, 
and  the  a6lion  of  which  he  learnt  to  regulate  and 
direA,  had  not  come  to  the  affiftance  of  genius 
of  which  he  is  the  ima^e,  and  of  art  which  exe- 
tutes  through  the  impulfe  of  genius.  When  we 
txamine  the  whole  of  the  operations  neceffary  for 

contriving 
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contriving  to  finifli  one  of  the  edifices  which  I  have 
joft  deCcribed ;  when  we  ref!e£t  on  this  aiTemblagc 
of  ufeful  arts  and  of  thofe  which  are  merely  agree- 
able, we  are  forced  to  acknowledge  that  thcfe 
arts  have  not  taken  birth  in  the  fmall  'if]2nd  where 
they  are  cultivated:  they  coii*e  from  1  grcjuer 
diilance. 

The  diftinftion  between  the  winter  t/..b!i9iu>n 
and  that  of  fummer,  recalls  to  mind  tho  cuA:)r!i 
of  the  Kamtfchadales  who  have  thfJr  Uh^anj  for 
fummer,  and  their  jourts  for  winitr*  ;  tbfi  fcinicj 
erected  on  feveral  pofts  or  pillars  tveive  or  thlu 
teen  feet  in  height,  and  the  iatt^^r  dug  hx  (k(\ 
ground  and  covered  with  a  roof:  it  is  ever,  i^- 
marked  that  fome  of  the  balagani  have  an  ovd 
doorf.  But  let  us  obferve  that  the  couoiry  of 
thefe  Kamtfchadales,  Kamtschatka,  is  a  lytxv^^ 
fula  in  the  north-east  of  Asia  :  anc^  tf  ve  dius 
find  in  the  iflands  adjoining  Co  the  no-hth.w u&'i.* 
coaft  of  America,  both  the  boufesof  northern 
Asia,  and  the  pi£lures  of  Mexico,  is  it  too  b^ii 
a  conjedurc,  to  fuppofe  that  the  inhaVit.^nt1  of  ♦ihia  I 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  tranfplanted  'cn^nnall)-  fro<n  - 
Asia  to  America,  and  arriveM  as  far  as  M.:\ico, 
where  tbey  founded  an  empire,  bave  abandoned 

•  VoyajsT         ^Jfpt"     PanV    Imp.  Royale.  1790,  8vo.  vol.  i. 
pages  2 6 ana  .-.,.. 

I  See  in  (Itok  t  Third  rcyage,  a  view  of  tlic  bafagans  384 
jourtst  Plate  77.     I  quote  thia  work,    becaufe  it   is  in  every   . , 
onc'3  poiTelfion. 
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their  new  country  on  the  arrival  of  the  Eu'. 
topeans,  and  flocked  back  to  thofe  very  coafts 
which  they  had  occupied  after  their  tranftnigration 
from  Asia  ?  Thefe  indications  of  the  former 
and  latter  origin  which  we  may  afcribe  to  them 
by  fuppofition,  would  lead  us  to  explanations 
which  will  find  their  place  after  I  have  terminated 
the  account  of  Captain  Marchand's  operations 
at  C^EEN  Charlotte's  Iflands,  and  given  the 
defcription  of  the  part  of  thefe  iflands  which  the 
French  vifited. 

'  When  Captsun  Chanal  had  before  taken  the 
foundings  of  the  fouth  arm  of  Cox*s  Channel,  he 
had  had  an  opportunity  of  examining  fome  of  the 
habitations  which  are  ere£ted  on  its  fouthern  fide, 
the  north  coaft  of  the  great  ifland ;  they  neither 
are  fo  large  nor  fo  handfome  as  thofe  of  the 
North  Ifland,  and  are  not  decorated  with  the 
fuperb  )>ortal  in  fculpture  which  diflinguiflies  the 
habitations  of  this  latter  ifland ;  but,  in  other  re- 
fpe£ts,  they  differ  not  from  them  either  in  form, 
ilyle  of  architedure,  general  difpofition,  or  fur> 
niture. 

In  the  vicinity  of  the  habitations  which  Cap- 
tain Chanal  had  juft  vifited,  were  fcattered  here 
and  there  a  few  huts  which  appeared  to  be  only 
temporary  eilabiifliments  of  the  natives  of  fome 
other  ifland,  who,  attracted  by  trade,  had  re- 
moved  to  the  North  Ifland :  the  inhabitants  of 
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Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands  *,  like  thofe  of 
Tchinkitanay,  always  carry  in  their  canoes, 
ftakes,  planks,  and  large  (trips  of  bark,  which  are 
employed  for  forming  occafionally,  and  on  the 
firfl;  piece  of  ground  that  prefents  itfelf,  a  (belter 
againfl:  the  fnow  and  rain  *,  thefe  are,  as  it  were, 
travelling  necefTaries  which,  during  fummer,  they 
put  together  in  the  places  where  a  more  eafy  or 
more  abundant  chace  induces  them  to  make  fome 
(lay.  But,  during  winter,  they  inhabit  for  a 
condancy  their  palaces,  which  they  render  (lili 
more  impenetrable  to  the  cold  by  the  addition  o£ 
the  planks  and  (Irips  of  bark .  which  compofe 
their   temporary  habitations. 

At   fome  difliance  from   thefe    palaces,    were 
perceived  fevei,  \  maufolea  or  tombs  which  bear 

much  refemblance  to  the  morais  of  the  iflands  of 
the  Great  Ocean.  Thefe  monuments  are  of 
two  forts  t ;  the  firft  and  more  fimple  are  com- 
pofed  only  of  a  fmgle  pod  about  ten  feet  in  height, 
and  a  foot  in  diameter,  on  the  fummit  of  which' 
are  fixed  planks  forming  a  fmall  platform-,  and 
l  in  fome  this  platform  is  fupported  by  two  pods. 
The  body,  depofited  on  this  platform,  is  covered 
with  mofs  and  large  dones.  The  chief  whom 
Surgeon  Roblet  quedioned  refpe£ting  one  of 
thefe  tombs  which  was  feen  not  far  from  his  habita- 
tion, gave  him  to  underdand  that  it  was  the  tomb 
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of  one  of  his  children  for  whom  he  had  long 
mourned.  The  maufolea  of  the  fecond  fort  are 
more  complex  :  four  ports  phmted  in  the  ground, 
and  raifed  two  feet  only  above  it,  bear  a  ferco- 
phagus  wrought  with  art  and  hermetically  ebfed. 
It  might  be  fuppofed  that  the  latter  contain  the 
bodies  of  :he  chiefs  of  families  or  tribes. 

The  Americans  who  occupy  the    part  which 
the  French  vifited  of  the  fmaH  North  Ifhnd, 
feem  to  have  a  deckled  tarte  for  architecture,  and 
confine  not  their  labours  in  this  way  to  building 
themfelves   habitations,  fpacious,  convenient,  and 
difpofed  for  fecuring  men  and  provtfion»  from  the 
cold  and  rain  ;  they  alfo  conrtru£l  edifices  which 
appear  to  belong  to  no  one  in  particular.    Sur- 
geon RoBLET  fays  that  he  was  not  able  (o'afeer- 
tatn  what  are  their  ideas  concerning  a  Supreme 
Being ;    whether   they  acknowledge  one ;   what 
^.worlhip   they  pay  him,   nor  even  whether  they 
piy  him  any ;  but  riKy  have  temples.    He  faw  in 
one  place  the  ruins  of  one  of  thefe  monuments, 
and  in  another,  a  temple  ftanding,  which  cannot 
be  of  very  ancient  conrttu6tion.     It  is  on  an  ele* 
vated  fpot,and  infulated,  as  much  as  pouible,  that 
the  American  builds  what   we    calt  his  temple. 
Some  ilrong  ports,  fix  or  eight  feet  high,  form  an 
•nclofure  in  which  are  prefervsd  all  the  tall  trees 
that  are  there  rtanding ;  but  all  the  fhrubs  are 
carefully  torn  up ;   and  the  ground  is  every  where 
put  in  order  and  well  beaten.    In  the  middle  of  this 
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enclofure,  tvhere  a  cave  is  fometimes  made,  b  feen 
a  fquare  and  uncovered  edifice ;  it  is  conftru£led 
ivith  bandfome  planks,  the  workmanfliip  of  which 
is  admirable  ;  and  a  flranger  cannot  behold  without 
aflonifliment  that  thefe  planks  are  twent^p've 
feet  in  length,  by  four  feet  in  breadth  and  two 
inches  and  a  half  in  thkknefs. .  What  a  time  it 
mud  have  required  to  prepare  and  finifii  them  whh 
the  fort  of  tools  which  are  employed  in  this  work ! 

On  confidering  this  agreftic  temple,  I  cannot 
abftain  from  making  a  few  reflections. 

The  cuftom  of  building  temples  on  elevated 
fpots,  on  high  places^  appears  as  general  as  it  is 
ancient:  man,  in  afcending  the  heights,  in  de^ 
taching  himfelf,  in  a  manner,  from  the  eaith,  has 
therefore  imagined  that  he  was  drawing  nearer  to 
the  Supreme  Being  to  whom  he  addrefTes  his 
homages  ai^d  his  requefts ;  it  is  therefoce  in 
heaven  that  he  afligns  him  his  refidence. 

Thefe  tall  trees  which  the  Americans  referve  in 
the  enclofure  of  their  temples  recall  to  mind  the 
facred  woods  of  our  Druids ;  but  we  do  not  fee 
here,  as  in  the  Gauls,  that  chiefs  unite  the 
priefthood  to  political  power,  pradife  phyfic,  and 
have  at  their  difpofal  every  thing  that  can  Arengthen 
their  authority,  hope  and  fear.  Neither  does  an^ 
thing  appear  to  announce  that,  if  they  acknow- 
ledge a  being  fuperior  to  man,  that  being,  cruel 
and  always  angiy,  like  the  God  T£Utat£s,  de- 
mands that,  to  appeafe  him,  human  viQims  Ihould 
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be  faalficed :  and  it  feems  to  me  that  this  portion 
of  America,  fo  little  favoured  in  other  refpeds, 
might,  under  this  double  confideration,  have  in 
itAaatural  (late  fome  advantage  over  our  Europe 
in 'Ry  primitive  one* 

I  obferve  too  that  fometimes  a  cave  is  made  in 
the  enclofure  of  the  temple  *,  I  am  ignorant  of  the 
ufe  of  it  $  but  at  lead  nothing  indicates  that  it  can 
be  a  catacomb.  The  nations  who  have  liflened 
only  to  Nature,  have  not  thought  of  heaping 
under  the  pavement  of  an  edifice  confecrated  to  the 
divinity,  rotten  carcafTes  the  peftilential  emanations 
of  which  infeft  the  holy  fpot  and  drive  away  from 
it  the  living ;  they  burnt  their  dead,  or  fuSered 
them  to  decay  in  the  open  air. 

I  remark,  in  fhort,  that  thefe  temples  are  un- 
covered ;  like  the  Temple  of  the  Jupiter  Olym- 
pius  at  Athens,  or  like  that  of  the  Jupiter  Ca- 
piTOLiNus  at  Rome  they  are  open  at  the  top :  no 
doubt  the  American  wiflies  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
fight  of  heaven  when  he  invokes  the  Great  Being 
whom  he  fuppofes  to  refide  there :  Acel  and 
Abraham  facrifked  on  a  flone  to  the  God  of  the 
Univerfe  ;  a  trunk  of  a  tree  was  the  firft  altar; 
and  a  field,  the  fir  ft  temple. 
'  The  little  excurfion  which  the  French  had  made 
in  the  vicinity  of  the  cove  where  their  long-boat 
was  at  anchor,  occupied  them  ufefully  by  procuring 
them  the  means  of  acquiring  fome  knowledge  of  a 
country  of  which  Captain  Dixon's  Journal  ha^ 
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ffven  us  but  fome  very  vague,  very  incomplete, 
and  very  unfatisfaQory  notions,  fuch  as  might  be 
expeded  from  a  navigator  ivho  did  not  fet  his 
foot  on  (bore,  and  who  faw  men  only  for  mo- 
ments, and  things  only  at  a  diftance.  This  em- 
ployment made  them  wait  without  impatience  the 
return  of  the  hunters  A^ich  had  been  announced 
to  them  as  likely  to  beiiear  at  hand. 

In  fa£t,  it  appeared  that  the  chace  had  not 
led  the  natives  very  far  from  their  fixed  fettle- 
ments ;  for,  a  little  time  after  noon,  arrived  ten 
canoes  carrying  about  fixty  individuals  of  all  ages 
and  of  both  fexes ;  but,  between  them  all,  they 
offered  to  barter  only  a  fmgle  otter-fkin,  and  two 
cloaks  of  the  fame  fur  half-worn. 

Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  hoped  that 
trade  was  going  to  aflume  a  degree  of  a£Uvity 
when,  in  the  evening,  they  faw  fome  large  canoeg 
which  had  come  from  the  eaflward,  land  at  a  fandy 
cove  fituated  on  the  fouthem  coaft  of  the  North 
Ifland,  to  the  northward  of  the  fmall  ifland  of  the 
flrait ;  and  they  immediately  proceeded  thither. 
Two  handfome  habitations  prefented  themfelves 
on  the  coaft  of  this  part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  they 
there  found  afiembled  a  rather  confiderable  num^ 
ber  of  iflanders,  who,  no  doubt,  belonged  to  one 
fame  tribe. 

The  chief  of  the  canoes  requeued  to  be  ad- 
mitted  into  the  long-boat,   and  to  this  Captain 
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Chanal  confented  with  pleafure.  He  pur* 
chafed  of  him  four  fine  otter-fkins,  of  which  the 
chief  difjx>fed,  although  it  wa»  very  evident  that 
they  were  not  his  own  property.  He  at  firft 
aiked  in  exchange  muikets  and  powder;  but 
Obtain  Chamal  pofitively  refufed  to  grant  him 
any ;  and  he  then  lowered  their  demand  to  jackets, 
trowfers,  kettles,  bafins,and  daggers.  The  natives 
speared  not  inclined  to  make  any  other  ex- 
changes ;  but  as  the  French  had  feen  feveral  of 
them  convey  ikins  from  the  canoes  to  the  habita* 
tionsy  and  as  all  of  them  expreiled  the  greateft 
cs^rnefs  to  detain  the  long-boat.  Captain  Cha- 
NAL  hoped  for  a  more  abundant  traffic  the  next 
morning,  and  he  promifed  them  that  he  would  re- 
pair at  day-light  to  the  fame  cove.  But  he  did  not 
choofe  to  pals  the  night  on  fo  populous  a  part  of 
the  coafl.  Judging  it  more  prudent  to  refume  the 
anchoring  ftation  whtchi  he  had  occupied  the  two 
fireceding  nights. 

The  French  were  pun&ual  to  their  appoint- 
ment; yet  they  had  been  anticipated  by  the 
Americans.  They  were  received  by  the  fame 
chief,  with  whom  they  had  traded  the  evening 
before  ;  but  they  were  not  a  little  adoniihed  that 
he  would  fcarcely  deign  to  ca(t  bis  ^yes  on  the  va- 
rious articles  which  they  difplayed  before  him  in 
order  that  he  might  make  his  choice :  he  contented 
himfelf,  from  time  to  time,  with  promiGng  a  great 
many  fuxs,  and  always  recurred  to  the  expedient 
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of  giving  them  to  underftand  that  they  muft  hope. 
They  perceived  that,  during  this  negociation,  the 
plenipotentiary  dole  a  brafs  bell  which  he  dropped 
into  the  fea,  very  certain  of  finding  it  agaui  when 
the  ftringers  fhould  retire.  They  pretended  not 
to  have  iu>ticed  the  theft ;  but  they  watched  him 
fo  clofeiy,  that  their  vigilance  difconcerted  his 
ifTurance  and  dexterity :  this  is  the  only  theft 
with  which  they  have  to  reproach  the  inhabitants 
of  this  ifland. 

The  chief  propofed  to  the  French  to  vifit  his  ha- 
bitation ;  and  they  confented  to  this,  in  hopes  of  ( 
feeing  there  fome  furs,  and  of  being  able  to  deter- 
mine him  to  conclude  fome  bargain.  He  was  ex- 
tremely attentive  in  his  behaviour  to  his  guefls, 
and  in  doing  the  honours  of  his  houfe.  He  feized 
with  fingular  intelligence  all  the  queftions  which 
they  endeavoured  to  make  him  underftand,  and 
moft  frequently  he  contrived  to  anfwer  them, 
lliey  admired  his  air  of  aflability,  his  readineft 
to  oblige,  and  an  eafe  in  his  manners,  which 
feemed  not  to  belong  to  a  clais  of  men  whom 
the  Europeans  ftill  confider  as  favages.  It  could 
not  be  doubted,  from  the  fight  of  all  the  European , 
ulenfils  which  this  people  poffefs,  and  the  clothes^ 
of  different  forts  fome  of  which  were  already 
worn  out,  that  they  had  a  communication  for 
years  pad  with  Englifh  navigators,  and  had  re- 
ceived from  them  frequent  vifus :  the  facility  with 
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which  every  individual  pronounced  the  word  Eng. 
ityhmattf  which  they  often  repeated,  was  fufficient 
to  prove  this.  But  it  cannot  be  fuppofed  that  oc- 
caHonal  and  very  fliort  communications  with  fomie 
feamen  belonging  to  a  civilized  nation,  can  be  ca- 
pable of  poliihing  4he  manners  of  a  people,  who,  of 
themfelves,  or  from  the  effed  of  other  more  ancient 
communications  with  fome  civilized  nation,  had  not 
made  a  prior  progrefs  in  civilization.  All  mo> 
dern  intercourfe  with  the  Europeans  may  have  had 
an  influence  on  the  drefs  of  thefe  iflanders,  and  I 
have  mentioned  the  caufe  of  it  in  fpeaking  of  the 
change  which  has  taken  place,  in  this  refpeft, 
among  the  Tchinkitanayans ;  it  may  have  led 
them  to  adopt  houfehold  utenfils  whole  fugeriority 
to  thofe  of  which  they  made  ufe,  they  have  had 
no  difHculty  in  difcovering ;  it  may,  indeed,  have 
led  them  to  receive  with  fatisfa£tion  tools  conve- 
nient to  be  handled,  which  abridge  labour,  the 
utility  of  which  they  have  witneffed,  and  which 
they  muft  foon  have  preferred  to  their  own  auk- 
ward  and  ineflfe£tual  implements ;  but  this  mo- 
mentary intercourfe,  fubjeA  to  long  interruptions, 
cannot  have  had  an  eiFedl  fo  quick,  a  fenfible 
influence  on  their  moral  qualities  and  their  man- 
ners :  and  if  we  choofe  to  fuppofe  that,  in  this  par- 
ticular, this  people  owe  fomething  to  the  new  ac- 
quaintances which  they  have  made,  it  muft  at 
leaft  be  admitted  that  the  furplus  is  their  portion, 
they  derive  it  from  nature,  and  from,  an  ancient 
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communication  with  fome  civilized  nation  in  the 
origin  of  which  theirs  has,  perhpps,  been  loft  and 
confounded. 

Captain  Chanal  and  his  party  availed  them- 
felves  of  the  fituation  in  which  they  were,  and  of 
the  good  will  of  the  chief  to  whom  they  were  pay- 
ing a  viflt,  in  order  to  examine  minutely  the  inte- 
rior (late  of  a  habitation  when  it  is  actually  oc- 
cupied by  the  mafler  of  the  houfe. 

The  fire  is  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  edifice  ; 
there  it  is  that  the  food  is  dreffed.    This  fame 
apartment  fifty  feet  long,  the  frame  and  the  gene- 
ral difpofition  of  which  I  have  defcribed,  ferves,  at 
once,    for    kitchen,    dining-room,   bed-chamber, 
flore-houfe,  and  workfhop,  and  alfo  as  a  flied  for 
the  canoe,   when  (he    is    not  employed   afloat. 
While,  on  one  fide,  fome  women  are  giving  their 
attention  to  the  children  and  to  the  family  con- 
cerns, fome,  elfewhere,  are  drying  and  fmoking  fifh 
for  the  winter  flock  ;  and  others  are  bufied  in  mak- 
ing mats,  and  joining  and  fewing  furs  in  order  to 
make  them  into  cloaks.     No  fixed  places  were 
diflinguifhable  for  fleeping,  and,  acccording  to  ap- 
pearances, all  the  individuals  of  a  family  fleep 
pelKmell  on  the  boarded  floor  of  the  habitation. 
The  difgufling  filthinefs  of  the  place  might,  how- 
ever, induce  the  fuppofition  that  they  fpread  on 
the  ground,  for  the  time  of  fleep,  mats  or  fkins  ; 
and  ^his  may  be  fuppofed  without  taxing  them 
'    -  with 
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wfeh  fenfuality*.     But  if  they  are  fo  negligent 
with  refpeft  to  themfelves,  they  are  lefg  fo  in 

regard 

*  *•  It  is  common,"  fays  Surgeon  Robktt  '•  to  fee  twenly- 
**^ve  families,  tach  coir.pofed  oi  Jive  or  Jix  individuals, 
*'  aflcmbled  under  the  fame  roof,  witliout  conftifion,  although 
"  there  are  plaoc-t  appropWated  for  work,  fuch  aa  the  maiiu- 
**  faiftufc  of  mats,  ropes,  &c.'* 

I  cannot  beh'eve  that  tliere  i%  not  an  error  in  the  figures  ; 
twenty- five  families,  of  five  or  fix  individuals  each,  give  a  pro. 
du(^  of  from  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  to  one  hundred  and 
fifty  perfens ;  and  we  may  take  one  hundred  and  forty  as  a 
mean  term :  now,  it  is  pbyfically  impollible  to  be  able  to 
eilablilh,  in  fuch  a  manner  as  to  live  there  habitually,  one 
hundred  and  forty  perfons  on  fifty  feet  in  length  and  thirty- 
fire  in  breadth  (the  dimenfions  of  the  moll  fpoclous  ha> 
'bitations)  that  is  to  fay,  on  a  fuperficies  of  one  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  fifty  feet,  or  about  forty-nine  toifev,  which 
gives  only  twelve  fc/acre  fiect,  or  the  third  of  a  fquare  toifif 
for  cadi  of  tlie  individuals  ;  for  the  furface  of  a  mat  of  fix 
feet  long  by  two  broad,  neceflary  for  receiving  a  mat  laid 
down,  is  equal  to  a  third  of  a  fquare  tolfe  ^  thus  fuppoflng, 
Bgainfl  every  probability,  that  all  the  individuals  of  a  habita. 
tkro  lay  f(|ueezed  fide  by  fide,  and  thit  the  feet  of  thofe  ef 
the  firH  rank  touched  the  heads  of  thofe  of  the  fecond;  and 
tlie  feet  of  the  fecond,  the  heads  of  the  third,  &c.  the  total 
floor  of  the  habitation  would  be  occupied  by  the  hundred  and 
i^rty  mats :  but  we  muft  deduct  from  this  floor  for  the  fire- 
|»lace,  about  a  fquare  toife,  and  feven  or  eight  toifes  ioit  the 
places  referved  for  the  wurkihops,  for  thofe  that  are  occupied 
"by  the  chefts  in  which  are  contained  their  winter  providons, 
for  that  which  is  occapied  by  the  canoe^  ficc.  wiiich  reduces 
the  difpofaible  furface  to  about  forty  toifes,  or  one  (houfand 
four  hundred  and  forty  fquare  feet,  and  gives  no  more,  for 
each  individual,  than  about  ten  fuperficial  feet,  or  a  place  of 
i&vc  feet  long  by  tvro  broad  :  thiii  it  is  proved  tint  the  hun- 
6  drei 
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regard  to  their  children  :  the  youngeft  are  laid  in 
cradles  fufpended  like  hammocks.  Our  voyagers 
faw  a  fomewhat  confiderable  number  of  cherts 
piled  up  on  the  fides  and  in  the  corners  of  the  ha- 
bitation, and  they  learnt  that  thefc  chefts  hold  the 
winter  provifions,  and  that,  in  others,  are  con- 
stained  bows  and  arrows.  In  different  places  of  the 
walls,  were  hung  darts,  lances,  nets,  filh-hooks, 
with  poles  and  lines  for  fifliing. 

The  habitations  are,  in  general,  painted  and    i 
decorated  in  various  ways  ;  but  what  was  particu-    \ 
laily  remarkable  in  that  which  the  French  vifitcd, 
was  a  pifture  fomewhat  like  thofe  which  they  had     } 
feen  in  the  fort  of  redoubt  cretted  in  the  fmall 


dred  and  forty  individuals  cannot  be  eftabliflied  in  a  manner^" 
fupportable  for  them,  in  a  (ingle  habitation  of  the  dimenfions 
given  ;  and  that,  for  every  one  to  have  room  to  Hcep,  they 
muft  lie  lik«:  a  litter  of  puppies  under  the  belly  of  their 
mother.  I  think  therefore  that,  iuftead  of  twenty-five  fami- 
lies ;  as  we  read  in  figures  in  the  copy  of  tlic  journal  which  is 
now  before  me,  we  fhould  read^w  families  :  which  gives 
only  the  number  of  twenty-five  or  thirty  for  the  total  of  the 
individuals,  a  number  which  in  ftridntfs  can  be  eftabliflied  on 
the  given  furface,  without  warranting,  however,  that  they 
would  then  be  much  at  their  cafe. 

But  if  the  refult  of  the  calculation  determine  us  to  rejeft, 
in  regard  to  the  number  of  the  individuals,  the  obfervation 
prefented  by  the  Journal  of  Surgeon  Rebkt,  we  can  at  lead 
conclude  from  it  that  feveral  families  are  united  in  the  fame 
habitation  ;  and  as  we  know,  befidcs,  that  other  habitations  of 
the  fame  extent  are  «)ccupi(.d  only  by  a  fingle  family,  we  are 
led  to  conclude  thence  that  there  is,  among  thefc  iOandera,  an 
equality  of  fortune  and  condition. 
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iflanJ  of  the  Strait,  which  occupied  the  head  of 
the  apartment,  as  is  feen  fufpended  in  the  drawing- 
rooms  in  Spain,  over  the  Fjlrado,  the  pidure 
of  the  immaculate  conception.  Surgeon  Roblet 
has  defcribed  this  procludTion  of  the  fine  arts  of 
the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America.     "  Among 

**  a  great  number  of  figures  very  much  varied, 
*«  and  which  at  firfl  appeared  to  me,"  fays  he, 
*'  to  refemble  nothing,  I  diftinguidicd  in  the  mid- 
**  die  a  human  figure  which  its  extraordinary  pro- 
**  portions,  flill  more  than  its  fize,  render  mon- 
**  ftrous.  Its  thighs  extended  horizontally,  after 
*'  the  manner  of  tail  orsfeated,  are  Aim,  long,  out 
•*  of  all  proportion,  and  form  a  carpenter's  fquare 
"  with  the  legs  which  are  equally  ill-made ;  the 
•*  arms  extended  in  the  form  of  a  crofs,  and  ter- 
**  minated  by  fingers,  flender  and  bent.  The  face 
*'  is  twelve  (French)  inches,  from  the  extremity 
"  of  the  chin  to  the  top  of  the  forehead,  and 
eighteen  inches  from  one  ear  to  the  other ;  it  is 
furmounted  by  a  fort  of  cap.  Dark  red,"  adds 
he,  "  apple  green,  and  black  are  here  blended 
"  with  the  natural  colour  of  the  wood,  and  diftri- 
**  buted  in  fymmctrical  fpots,  with  fufficient  intelli- 
*'  gence  to  aflbrd  at  a  diftance  an  agreeable  objed." 
From  the  defcription  which  Surgeon*  Roblet 
gives  us  of  this  picture,  it  might  be  imagined  that 
it  fomewhat  refembles  thofe  fhapelefs  elTays  of  an 
I  intelligent  child,  who  undertakes,  without  princi- 
.  pies,  to  draw  the  obje^s  which  prefent  themfelves 
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to  his  fight :  I  remark,  however,  thut  i!ie  voyagers 
who  have  frequcntcil  the  clilVcrcnt  parts  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coafl  of  Amf.rica*,  ot'icn  faw  there 
works  of  paintinj;  and  fculplurc  in  whici)  the  pro- 
portions were  tolerably  well  obferved,  and  ihe  exe- 
cution of  which  befpokc  a  tade  and  perfeflion 
which  we  do  not  cxpeft  to  find  in  countries  where 
the  men  fcem  flill  to  have  the  appearance  of  fa- 
vages.  But  what  mufl  adonifli  mod,  and  I  (hall 
refume  this  obfervation  in  the  fequel,  is  to  fee  paint- 
ings every  where,  every  where  fculpture,  among  a 
nation  of  hunters. 

I  have  already  made  known  part  of  the  move- 
ables of  the  habitation  that  we  are  vifiting ;  ofthefe 
the  cooking  utenfils  appear  to  form  a  confider- 
able  portion :  here  are  feen  confounded  with  wooden 
veffels  and  fpoons  of  horn  or  of  whalebone,  pe- 
culiar to  the  country,  iron  pots  and  kettles,  ftew- 
pans,  fryingtpans,  boilers,  tin  bafins,  and  the  other 
houfehold  utenfils,  with  which  the  Europeans  have 
furniihed  the  Americans,  and  the  ufe  of  which  is 
become  as  familiar  to  them  as  to  ourfelves.  There 
were  alfo  feen  (heets   of  copper,  large  pieces  of 
bar  iron,  hatchets,  adzes,  joiner's  chifels,  plane- 
irons,  daggers,   and  lances,  the  whole  of  Englifh 
manufadure,  mingled  and  confounded  with  Ame- 
rican lances ;  bones  jagged  or  barbed  for  arming 
the  point  of  the  lances,  fifli-hooks  of  ftone  or 
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bone  *,  mats  and  ropes,  no  doubt  of  the  bark  of 
trees,  or  other  plants  whofe  exterior  filaments  ar6 
eafily  detached  from  the  ligneous  part,  laftly  hats 
made  of  rulhes,  and  other  weapons,  tools,  imple- 
ments, utenfils,  and  drefles,  which  may  be  called 
indigenous,  becaufe  they  are  thofe  which  the  Ame- 
ricans had  invented  and  fabricated  for  themfelves, 
before  the  Europeans,  by  introducing  into  their 
iflands  the  produce  of  our  induftry,  had  brought 
them  to  know  new  conveniences  and  new  wants. 

The  mafter  of  the  habitation  alfo  poffefled  for 
his  own  particular  ufe  four  mufkets  and  half  a 
pound  of  powder ;  but,  fortunately  for  him,  and 
perhaps  for  others,  he  neither  had  bails  nor  lead ; 
I  fay  fortunately :  in  fatt,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
French  had  an  opportunity  of  feeing,  in  the  trials 
which  he  made  with  a  little  powder,  becaufe  he 
was  very  fparing  of  it,  that  he  ufed  this  weapon 
very  aukwardly  j  and,  on  the  other,  it  appeared, 
that  the  arms  which  he  had  received  in  the  courfe 
of  barter  with  the  Englifh  were  of  fo  bad  a  quslity, 
that  not  one  of  them  would  have  been  able  to 
(land  the  moft  common  charge,  if  this  charge  had 
been  fired  with  ball  or  even  with  (hot.  It  appears 
that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  the  ufe  of  either ; 
for,  although  he  had  renewed  feveral  times,  but  in 
vain,  his  entreaties  in  order  to  obtain  from  the 
French  powder  and  mufkets,  he  never  alked  them 

•  «*  Thefe  fifh- hooks,"  fays  Surgeon  Roilef,  "  are  ot  the 
moft  difadvantageous  form." 
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either  for  lead  or  balls.    I  (hall  not  repeat  what 
I  have  faid  refpedling  the  imprudence  that  there  has 
been  in   permitting  the  Ameri-.v.iS  to  become  fa- 
miliar with  European  arms :  moft  afluredly,  I  would 
not  have  thefe  employed  to  opprefs  them ;  but, 
without  making  them  experience  their  effeds,  the 
terror  which  our  arms  had  infpired,  fhould  have 
been  maintained  :  terror  conflitutes  the  ftrength 
and  the  fecurity  of  the  fmall  number  againft  the 
multitude.    And  can  we  flatter  ourfelves,  although 
we  have  not  made    known   to  thefe   people  the 
means  by  which  the  mufliet  is  a  murderous  wea- 
pon, that  they  will  always  continue  to  believe  that 
it  is  intended  to  produce  only  fmoke  and  noife  ? 
If  ever  one  of  them,  in  a  quarrel  with  Europeans, 
is  ftruck  by  a  Lall,  can  we  hope  that  he  or  his 
companions,  on  dreffing  the  wound,  for,  no  doubt, 
they  have  fome  means  of  curing  thofe  which  they 
may   inflid   on  .each  other,   in   examining    the 
wound,   will  fucceed  in  difcovering   the  foreign 
body  that  made  it  ?     And  is  it  prefuming  too  much 
on  their  intelligence,  to  think  that  fliortly  they  will 
find  means  to  fubftitute  to  ball  which  they  have 
not,  fmall  round  pebbles,  heads  of  nails,  or  pieces 
of  iron  ?    May  it  not  even  happen  that  in  making 
ufe  of  a  pewter  bafin,  a  too  great  heat  may  melt 
it  ?    And  that  an  accident  of  this  fort  may  bring 
them  quite  naturally  to  conclude  that  with  a  pew- 
ter balin,  they  may  eafily  make  balls?    I  much 
fgar  that  the  mercantile  avidity  of  the  Engliffi,  if 
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they  continue  to  fupply  the  Americans  with  muf- 
kets  and  powder,  may  have  facrificed  to  the  in- 
tereft  of  the  moment  their  future  fafety,  and  that 
of  the  navigators  who  may  frequent  thefe  iflands : 
they  Ihould  not  forget,  when  all  Europe  recolle£ls 
it  with  grief,  that  their  immortal  Cook  was 
aflaflinated  with  the  dagger  which  he  himfelf  had 
caufed  to  be  forged  on  board  his  fliip,  and  of  which 
he  had  made  a  prefent  to  the  chief  of  a  favage 
tribe. 

Captain  Chanal  hoped  that,  after  having  fpent 
a  few  hours  with  the  chief  who  had  fhewn  fo 
much  eagerncfs  to  do  him  the  honours  of  his  habit- 
ation, he  (hould  obtain  from  him  fome  furs ;  but, 
no  fooner  was  traffic  mentioned,  than  from  being 
the  engaging  mafler  of  the  houfe,  he  became  a  Jew 
chapman  and  dealer.  Having  returned  to  the  long- 
boat  where  he  again  took  his  feat,  he  accepted 
with  pleafure  various  articles  which  Captain  Cha. 
NAL,  in  hopes  of  bringing  him  to  terms,  offered 
him  as  prefcnts  ;  but  his  obflinacy  in  requiring  muf- 
kets  in  the  firit  place,  courteraded  all  commercial 
dealing?.  At  length,  the  French  made  every  dif- 
pofition  for  departure,  as  if  they  had  meant  to  take 
leave  of  the  coaft ;  and  this  ftratagem  fucceedcd. 
When  the  iflanders  faw  that  the  failors  were 
pulhing  oiF  the  boat,  they  haftcned  to  bring  the 
few  furs  which  they  pofTeflcd :  the  chief  was  alio 
charged  to  conclude  the  bargains  for  the  whole 
tribe :  and  each  of  the  natives  for  whom  he  con- 
traded, 
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traced,  approved  and  ratified  the  bargain  in  which 
he  was  intereftcd.  Captain  Ciianal  obtained  fe- 
veral  otter-lkins,  a  greater  number  of  fkins  of  cub 
otter,  and  two  cloaks,  the  one  of  old  otter,  the 
other  of  black  marmot.  No  exchange  was  termi- 
nated without  the  accuftomcd  gratuity,  ihajlck  of 
the  Tchinkitanayans,  which  confided  of  knives, 
brafs  bells,  and  other  trifles  ;  and  for  the  price  of 
the  furs  themfelvcs,  the  natives,  this  once,  pre- 
ferred among  the  various  articles  of  trade  which 
were  prefented  to  them,  boilers,  pewter  bafins,  and 
large  lances :  they  alfo  accepted  fome  iron  tools, 
and  pots  and  kettles  in  a  very  fmall  number. 

As  foon  as  the  bargains  were  concluded,  the  chief 
did  uot  endeavour  to  detain  the  French,  but  gave 
them  to  underftand  that  he  had  fold  all  that  the 
ifland  poflefled.  They  made  figns  to  him  that  they 
were  going  to  vlfit  the  eaft  part  of  the  fouthern 
coafl;  of  the  ftrait,  which,  as  I  have  faid,  is  the 
north  coaft  of  the  large  ifland  :  but  he  fignified  that 
an  Englifli  veflel  had  thence  carried  off  every  thing  : 
and  they  had  no  difficulty  in  crediting  his  report, 
becaufe  the  ikins  which  they  had  juft  purchafed, 
and  which  came  from  this  very  coaft,  were  flill 
frefh,  and  appeared,  for  the  moft  part,  to  have  be- 
bnged  to  animals  killed  the  day  before  or  the  fame 
day.  He  then  propofed  to  Captain  Chanal  to 
return  in  fix  days,  afluring  him  that,  in  the  interval, 
the  iflanders  would  kill  a  great  number  of  otters 
the  ikins  of  which  he  might  purchafe.     Captain 
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Chanal  anfwered  him  that,  if  he  returned,  It 
could  not  be  in  lefs  than  ten  days  j  but  he  explained 
that,  if  the  French  ftaid  away  fo  long,  they  would 
be  anticipated  by  an  Englifti  veflel  which  was  ex- 
peded :  and  as  he  indicated  that  this  veflll  had 
anchored  to  the  eaftward,  without  the  eaft  mouth 
of  Cox*s  Channel,  Captain  Chanal  wiihed  to 
avail  himfelf  of  the  remainder  of  the  day  in  order 
to  afcertain  whether  the  fouth  coaft  of  the  flrait, 
which  extends  to  the  eaftward,  might  not  afford 
foroe  anchorage. 

Scarcely  had  the  long-boat  begun  fleering  for 
the  large  ifland,  when  our  voyagers  perceived,  at 
a  league's  diftance,  a  brig  of  a  hundred  and  fifty 
or  two  hundred  tons  burden,  followed  by 'a  fmall 
tender  of  about  twelve  tons.  Thefe  two  \cflels  did 
not  Ihew  their  colours :  and  as  the  orders  of  the 
Captain  of  the  Solide  enjoined  him  to  avoid  all 
intercourfe  with  (trange  fliips,  he  did  not  endea- 
vour to  fpeak  them  ;  but  a  canoe,  manned  by 
the  fame  iflanders  with  whom  the  French  had 
traded,  and  which  was  ftanding  on  to  join  the  brig, 
having  pafled  within  hail  of  the  long-boat,  and 
the  people  in  her  having  called  out,  feveral  times, 
pointing  to  the  vcflels,  Englijh,  Englijh,  it  could 
not  be  doubted  that  they  were  Englifh. 

Captain  Chanal  re  entered  Cox's   Strait  by 
the  north  palfage,   at  the   entrance  of  which  the 
foundings  were  from  four  to  five  fithoms,  over  a 
bottom  of  fmall  pebbles.    This  palTage  is  fo  nar- 
row 
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row  that  we  cannot  recommend  to  a  (hip  to  enter 
it  J  but  the  fouth  paflage  prefents  throughout  a 
great  depth  of  water.  Captain  Ghana  l  obferves, 
however,  that,  if  a  veffel  be  caught  in  a  calm, 
and  driven  by  the  currents,  fhe  would  not  have  an 
opportunity  of  dropping  an  anchor  there,  becaufe 
the  bottom  is  rocky  ;  but  a  (hip  which  might  an- 
chor in  Cloak  Bay,  and  be  put  in  danger  by  the 
violence  of  a  weflerly  gale,  would  have  the  re- 
fource  of  croffing  Cox's  Channel  in  order  to  gain 
the  open  fea  to  the  eaftward  of  the  iflands. 

In  the  vifit  which  Captain  Chanal  paid  to  the 
Bay  and  the  Strait,  he  had  reafon  to  be  convinced 
that  all  this  part  affords  no  good  anchorage  ;  that 
the  beft  for  a  fhip  which  might  be  forced  to  anchor 
there,  is  in  the  middle  of  the  weft  mouth  of 
Cloak  Bay,  but  that  the  bottom  is  not  all  alike. 
If  a  navigator  found  himfelf  compelled  by  the 
wind  to  crofs  the  Strait  from  weft  to  eaft,  through 
the  South  Paflage,  it  would  be  neceflary  for  him 
to  calculate  the  time  of  high  water,  in  order  to 
avoid  being  involved  in  the  channel  with  the  be- 
ginning of  the  flood  or  that  of  the  ebb,  becaufe 
at  thofe  two  periods,  the  tide  there  is  very  rapid. 
According  to  the  fmall  number  of  obfervations 
which  the  French  had  an  opportunity  of  making, 
the  tides  appeared  to  run  fix  hours,  and  to  be  re- 
gular :  it  is  high  water  at  the  weft  mouth  of  the 
bay  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  full  and  change  days : 
the  fearifes  ther^  about  ten  feetj  the  currents  fol- 
low 
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low  tlie  direftion  of  the  land ;  the  flood  comes 
Irom  the  weflward,  and  the  ebb  from  the  eaflward*. 
When  Captain  Chanal  had  terminaied  his 
operations,  he  retired  behind  the  fmall  ifland  where 
he  had  pafTed  the  preceding  night ;  and  the  next 
day,  the  27th  of  Auguft,  with  a  breeze  from  the 
caftward,  which  had  fucceeded  the  wefterly  winds, 

* 

the  long-boat  regained  the  fhip. 

The  plan  which  was  drawn  by  Captain  Chanal 
of  Cloak  Bay  and  Cox*s  Channel,  and  on  which 
are  laid  down  all  the  foundings  and  bearings  that 
he  took,  although  it  is  given  merely  as  z^etch,  may 
tc  fuflicient  for  a  navigator  to  follow  with  fafety  as 

*  We  find  in  an  extraft  from  Captain  Douglas^i  voyage 
given  by  Captain  Meares,  that  it  was  high  water  *in  Cox's 
Channel,  on  the  23d  of  June,  1 789,  the  day  of  the  new  moon, 
at  twenty  minutes  after  midnight  ;  that  the  flood  there  comes 
from  the  weftvvard ;  that  the  fea  rifes  fixteen  Engh'fh  feet 
(fifteen  one-third  French)  in  perpendicular  height  ;  and  tliat 
the  night  tides  rofc  two  feet  higher  than  thofc  of  the  day.  (Sec 
Mearcs's  Voyages,  page  367.) 

Captain  Chanal  wot  having  been  in  Clonh  Bay  nt  the  period 
of  the  new  moon,  v\hich  was  on  the  2yth  of  Auguft,  was  re- 
duced 10  iRImate  from  the  tides  which  he  had  obferved  on 
the  preceding  days,  that  tlie  time  of  high  water,  on  the  full  and 
change  of  the  moo  >,  ac  the  r  itrancc  of  the  bay,  was  twelve 
o'clock,  and  thai  .  •  fea  tlK.c  rifes  twelve  feet.  He  nearly 
agrees  with  Captai  jDo«^/(w  as  to  the  time;  but  he  differs 
from  him  from  ten  to  I'.ltccn  feet  as  to  the  perpendicular  rife 
of  tlic  water.  This  difference  can  be  explained  only  by  that 
of  the  different  winds  which  may  have  blown  at  the  peiiods 
of  the  two  obfcrvations :  it  is  well  known  that,  in  r.arrow 
channels,  the  diicdlion  of  the  wind  has  a  confiderable  inlluencc 
on  the  height  of  the  tide. 

a  guide 
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a  guide  for  the  bay  and  the  channel ;  the  dire^ion 
of  the  coafts  is  there  inferted  with  correftnefs;  their 
finuofities  are  reprefented  in  a  mafs  ;  and,  in  the 
courfe  of  the  narrative,  will  be  found  indicated  the 
quality  of  the  bottom  and  the  fetting  of  the  cur^ 
rents. 

It  remains  for  me  to  give  an  idea  of  the  nature 
of  the  foil,  of  the  produ6lions  of  the  country,  and 
of  its  population,  and  to  add  a  few  remarks  which 
will  develop  what  the  conduct  of  its  inhabitants 
has  already  made  known  of  their  charafter  znd, 
cuftoms  *. 

The 

I      •  I  extraft  from  the  Journal  of  the  Iph'igen'ta  Ca^itain  Dou- 

I  glas,  all  that  concerns  the  difcovery  of  Cox's  Strait  or  Channel, 

I  This  cxtradl  adds  little  to  our    information  ;  but  our  readers 

maybe  very  glad  to  compare  what  has  been  faid  of  this  Chan. 

nel  by  the  firft  who  difcovered  it,  with   what  was  feen  and 

faid  of  it  by  Captain  Chanal  and  Surgeon  Rohlet, 

"  In  the  morning  of  the  20th,  (June  1789)  the  long-boat 
was  difpatched  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  difcover  if  there  was 
any  palfage  up  the  inlet :  and  the  account  received  on  her  re- 
turn was,  tliat,  toward  the  head  of  the  bay,  a  bar  ranacrofs,  011- 
which  the  long-boat  got  aground  ;  but  that  within  it  there 
was  the  appcararict*  of  a  large  found.  Several  canoes  now 
came  alongfide  the  (hip,  and  having  purchafed  their  (lock  of 
furs.  Captain  Douglas  got  under  way  to  look  into  an  inlet  which 
he  had  obferved  the  preceding  year  :  at  noon  it  was  exceeding 
hazy,  and  no  obfervatioa  was  made. 

«*  Early  in  the  afternoon  the  long-boat  was  fcnt,  well  manned 
and  anned,  to  examine  the  inlet  and  found  for  iMichoragc,  and 
foon  after,  twelve  canoes  being  fecn  miking  their  way  towards 
her,  while  feveral  others  were  coming  off  to  the  fliip,  Cap- 
tain Douglas  made  fail  after  the  long-boat,  which  had  already 
made  a  fignal  for  anchorage.     At  five  o'clock  they  dropped 
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The  lands  which  form  the  Bay  and  the  Strait  are 
low  and  covered   with  firs.      Tlie   trees  there  do 


not 


/ 


V 


llic  bower  anchor  la  tweuty-fivc  fathoms  water,  about    four 
inilcs  from  the  (horcl  and  two  from  a  fmall  barren,  rocky  ifland, 

I  which  happened  to  prove  tl\e    vendence  of  a    chief,  namtd 

'  JSlaciaw  Covechoiv,  whom  Captain  Douglas  had  fecn  on  ihe 
coull  in  liis  lait  voyage.  He  cauie  immediately  on  board,  and 
welcomed  the  aiiival  of  tlic  fliip  with  a  fong,  to  which  two 
hundred  of  his  people  formed  a  chorui  of  the  mod  pleafinpj 
melody.     When  the  voices   ceafed,  he  paid  Captain  Douglas 

,  the  compliment  of  exchanging  names  with  him,  after  the  man- 

;  ner  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Sdnilii'ich  Iflands. 

'^  On  the  2 1  ft,  at  fever,  in  the  morning,  they  flood  up  the 
inlet,  and  at  nine  came  to  in  eighteen  fathoms  water,  when  they 
moored  the  fln'p  with  the  ftream  anchor.  Through  this  chan- 
nel, which  is  formed  by  Charlotte'%  Iflands,  and  an  iflapd  that 
lies  off  the  well  end  of  it,  the  tide  was  found  to  run  very  rapid- 
The  paQ'age  takes  its  courfc  eail  and  weft,  about  ten  or  twelve 
inilcs,  and  torms  a  communication  with  the  open  fea.  It  was 
now  named  Co.v's  Channel.  Very  foon  after  the  (liip  was 
moored,  the  long-boat  was  fcnt  to  found  in  the  mid  channel, 
b;!t  no  foundings  could  be  obtained  with  eighty  fathoms  of 
line;  but  near  the  rock;;,  on  the  ftarboard  fliore,  they  had  twen- 
ty and  thirty  fathoms  water. 

"  Having  been  vifited  the  preceding  night  by  two  canoes, 
whicli  lay  on  their  paddles,  and  dropped  down  with  the  tide,  as 
was  fuppofed,  in  expectation  of  finding  us  all  afleep,  they 
were  defired  lo  I;eep  clf,  and,  finding  themfelves  difcovercd, 
they  made  hailily  for  the  (hore.  As  no  orders  had  been  given 
to  fire  at  any  boat,  however  fufpicious  its  appearance  might  be, 
thcfc  people  wore  fuffcred  to  retreat  without  being  inter- 
rupted. This  night,  however,  there  happened  to  be  fevernl 
wonien  on  board,  and  they  gave  Captain  Douglas  to  underftand, 
that  if  he  or  his  crew  ftioiild  fall  afleep,  all  their  heads  would 
be  cut  off,  as  a  plan  had  been  formed  by  a  confiderab'e 
number  of  the  natives  as  foon  as  the  lights  were  out,  to  make 

an 
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not  ftand  fo  clofe  as  on  the  coafl:  of  Tciiinkita- 
NAY,  and  even,   at  a  certain   diftance  from  the 

beach. 
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an  attempt  on  the  fhip.  The  gunner  therefore  received  his 
inilrudions,  .and  foou  after  the  lights  were  cxilinguiihcd,  or 
feeing  a  canoe  coming  out  from  iimong  the  rocks,  he  gave 
the  alarm,  and  fired  a  gun  over  her,  which  was  accompa- 
nied by  the  difcharge  of  feveral  mnfliets,  which  drove  her  back 
again  with  the  utmoft  precipitation. 

"  In  the  morning  (22d  June)  the  old  chief  Blahow-Conee. 
hu'Mt  made  a  long  fpeech  from  the  beach  ;  and  the  long-boat 
going  on  fliorefor  wood,  there  were  upwards  of  forty  men  who 
iffued  from  behind  a  rock,  ar.d  held  up  a  thimble  and  fome 
other  trifling  things,  which  they  had  ftolen  from  the  (hip  • 
but  when  they  found  that  the  party  did  not  intend  to  moleit 
them,  they  gave  a  very  ready  and  aftive  alfiftance  in  cutting 
wood,  and  bringing  the  water- caflcs  down  to  the  boat.  Some 
time  after  the  thief  came  on  board,  arrayed,  as  maybe  fup« 
pofed,  in  a  fafhion  of  extraordinary  ceremony,  having  fojr 
ikinsofthe  ermine  hanging  from  each  ear,  and  one  from  his 
nofe  ;  when,  after  Captain  Douglas  had  explained  to  him  thv. 
reafon  of  their  firing  the  preceding  night,  he  firll  made  a  long 
fpeech  to  his  own  people,,  and  then  affured  him  that  the  at- 
tempt which  had  been  made,  was  by  fome  of  a  tribe  who 
inhabited  the  oppolite  (hore,  and  entreated,  if  they  fliould  re- 
peat their  noclurnal  vifit,  that  they  might  be  killed  as  they  de- 
ferved.  He  added  that  he  had  left  his  houfe,  in  order  to  live 
alongfide  the  (hip,  for  the  purpofe  of  its  proteftion,  and  that 
he  himfelf  had  commanded  the  women  to  give  that  information 
which  they  had  communicated.  This  old  man  exercifed  the 
moft  friendly  fervices  in  his  power  to  Captain  Douglas,  and 
poffefled  a  degree  of  authority  ever  his  tribe,  very  fuperior  to 
that  of  any  other  chief  whom  they  had  feen  on  the  coall 
of  America. 

"  In  the  afteraoon  Captain  Douglas  took  the  long-boat  and 
ran  acrofs  the  channel,  to  an  ifland  which  lay  between  the  Hiip 
and  the  village  of  Tatanee,  and  invited  the  chief  to  be  of  the 
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b^ach,  the  forefl  appears  like  regular  plantation } 
there,  arc  fcen  two  beautiful   glades  ;  and,  in  fe- 

vcral 

party  ;  who,  having  feen  him  pull  up  the  wild  pardcy  and  cat 
it,  he  was  fo  attentive  as  to  order  a  large  quantity  of  it,  with 
fome  falmon,  to  be  Tent  on  board  every  morning. 

"  At  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  23d,  finding  the 
ground  to  be  bad,  they  ran  acrofs  the  channel  to  a  fmull  har. 
bour,  which  is  named  lit-aPa  Harbour,  on  the  Tartanee  fide;  and 
at  ten  dropped  anchor  in  nineteen  fathoms  water,  about  half  a 
cable's  length  from  the  ihore  ;  the  land  locked  all  round,  and 
the  great  wooden  images  of  Tnlanee  bore  cult  one  quarter 
north ;  the  village  on  the  oppollte  fliorc  bearing  fouth  half 
weft.  This  harbour  is  in  the  latitude  of  54"  18' north,  and 
longitude  227"  6'  caft  from  Creenivkh  (or  135"  14'  well  from 
Paris.)  • 

"  The  three  following  duy ".  were  employed  in  purchaflng 
(kins,  and  preparing  to  depart  ;  but  as  all  the  (lock  of  iron  was 
expended,  they  were  under  the  neccflity  of  cutting  up  the 
^batch-bars,  and  chain-plates. 

"  On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  as  foon  as  the  chief  returned, 
who  had  gone  on  lliore  the  preceding  evening,  to  get  a  frcfh 
fupply  of  provifions,  Captain  Douglas  gave  orders  to  unmoor, 
and  a  breeze  fpringing  up,  at  half  pad  nine  they  got  under  way, 
and  lleered  through  Cox's  Channel,  with  feveral  canoes  in  tow. 
At  eleven,  having  got  out  of  the  ttrength  of  the  tide,  which  ran 
very  rapid,  they  hove  to,  and  a  brifk  trade  commenced  with 
the  natives,  who  bartered  their  Iklns  for  coats,  jackets,  trow- 
fers,  pots,  kettles,  frying-pans,  wafli-hand  bafons,  and  what- 
ever articles  of  a  fimilar  nature  could  be  procured,  cither  from 
the  officers  or  the  men  ;  but  they  rcfuft.d  to  take  any  more  of 
the  chain-plates,  as  the  iron  of  which  they  were  made  proved 
fo  brittle,  that  it  broke  in  their  manufafluring  of  it.  TJic 
lofs  of  the  iron  and  other  articles  of  trade,  which  had  been 
taken  out  of  the  (hip  by  the  Spaniards,  was  now  very  fevertly 
felt,  as  the  natives  carried  back  no  fniall  quantity  of  fuis,  which 
Captaui  Douglas  had  not  the  means  of  purchafing* 

"  This 
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vcral  places,  the  country  prefents  fome  agreeable 

fites  and  a  diverfified  profpc^. 

The 


•«  Tills  tribe  is  very  niiitierojis  ;  and  the  'villago  of  Tarlanee 
ftnnds  on  a  fine  fpot  ufjrrouiic],  round  which  \\"a.\  fonic  appear- 
ance of  cnltiva  ion  ;  iind  In  one  place  in  partituhir,  it  was  evi- 
dent that  feed  had  l)ecn  huely  fown.  In  all  proliahility,  Cap- 
tain Gray,  in  the  Hoop  IViiJhiii^\^ton,  had  fallen  in  wiih  this  tribe, 
and  employed  hiBConlidorate  rrlendihip  in  forming  this  garden  ; 
but  this  is  mere  mattir  of  eonjctilure,  aa  the  real  fadt  could  not 
be  learned  from  the  nalivc).  From  the  fame  benevolent 
fplrit,  Captain  Don^'us  hiniftU' planted  fome  beans,  and  gave  the 
nutives  a  quantity  for  the  fame  uit.iul  purpufc  ;  and  there  is 
liltlc  doubt  but  that  excellent  and  whokfonie  vegetable,  at 
this  time,  forma  an  article  of  luxury  in  the  village  of  Turtanee. 
This  people,  indeed,  were  fo  fond  of  tlie  cookery  pradifed 
on  board  the  Il)he^lnta,  that  they  very  frequently  refufed  to 
tiaiHc  with  their  ikins,  till  ihey  had  been  taken  dov^'n  to  the 
cabin,  and  regaled  wlih  a  previous  enteitainment."  (See 
Means'  Foyn^ts,  pages  365,  and  following.) 

Such  are  the  only  delaib  which,  till  this  day,  we  have  re- 
ceived from  the  Englifh  refpefting  the  channel  named  by  Dou- 
glat  Cox's  Chiiniiel.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that  it  is  the  fame 
as  that  which  was  vifitcd  and  foiuided  by  Captain  Chnal'y 
but  it  appears  that  Douglas  has  comprehended  under  the  name 
of  Cox's  Chanmly  both  the  Channel,  properly  fo  called,  and 
Dixon's  Cloak  Bay,  It  is  fcarcely  poflible  to  apply  what  he 
fays  of  his  anchoring  and  of  his  proceedings  in  the  Channel, 
to  the  plan  drawn  of  it  by  the  French  {Plate  F.)  we  are  tempted 
to  believe  that  the  Englifli  navigator,  proud  of  his  difcover)-, 
and  little  difpofed  to  render  public  details  which  might  afford 
information  to  tbofe  whom  the  facility  of  trade  and  the  abun- 
dance of  futs  might  call  into  this  quarter,  has  lifted  up  the 
veil  only  as  much  as  was  neceffary  for  fecuring  to  himfclfthe 
honour  of  the  difcovery.  He  ftaid  long  enough  in  the  channel 
to  have  had  time  to  draw  at  Icall  a  rough  plan  ;  but,  n» 
doubt,  he  has  thought  it  prudent  to  keep  it  to  himfelf,  and 
he  does  not  make  up  for  the  want  of  it  by  what  he  fays  in  his 
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The  coafl  is,  in  general,  bold,  and  bordered 
with  blocks  of  rock,  which  appear  to  have  been 
feparated  from  the  neighbouring  mafs  by  fome  an- 
cient convulfion.  Thefe  blocks  are  heaps  of  flinty 
ftones  cemented  together  by  a  petrifying  gluten : 
the  flints  which  compofe  them  are  of  different  fpe- 


journal.  In  fa£l,  it  may  have  been  feen  that  when  he  fpeaks 
of  a  coaft  he  never  indicates  whether  it  is  to  the  northward  or 
fouthward  of  the  Channel ;  and  when  he  gives  an  account  of 
the  proceedings  of  his  boat,  the  reader  is  always  ignorant 
whether  (he  fteers  to  the  fouthward  or  northward.  I  am  of 
opinion,  however,  that  the  coaft  of  Tartanee  is  the  northern 
coaft  of  the  Channel,  the  part  which  the  French  have  called 
Pl/le  du  Nordf  the  North  Ifland,  becaufe  Douglas  fays  that  at 
his  firft  anchorage,  he  had  an  ifland  between  the  Jhip  atifi  the 
village  of  Tartanee ;  now,  all  the  i/lands  of  the  Channel,  as  is  feen 
on  the  plan  of  the  French,  are  in  the  vicinity  of  the  north 
coaft :  and  fince  the  iflands  are  to  the  north,  the  land  which 
was  beyond,  with  refpe£l  to  his  ihip,  was  therefore  alfo  to  the 
northward.  I  further  obferve,  that  he  indicates,  in  a  bearing, 
the  large  wooden  Jiatuet  of  Tartaneef  and  we  know,  by  the 
journals  of  the  French,  that  thefe  ftatiies  belong  to  the  habi- 
tations of  the  north  coaft,  and  that  thofe  on  the  fouth  coaft 
have  none. 

The  obfervations  made  on  board  of  the  SoFide  have  placed 
the  middle  of  the  entrance  of  Cloak  Bay  in  latitude  54°  10', 
which  gives  54'»  9'  for  the  middle  of  the  weft  mouth  of 
Cox's  Channel :  Captain  Douglas  fays  that  this  latitude  is  54' 
l8',  is  there  an  error  in  the  figures?  As  for  the  longitude, 
that  o[  Douglas  is  135'*  14'  weft  from  Paris ^  that  on  the  plan  of 
the  French,  135"  58'. 

■Dixon's  chart  (as  has  been  already  feen  i:.  page  263)  places 
the  middle  of  the  weft  entrance  of  Clooi  Bay^  in  latitude 
54O  12',  and  longitude  133C  20'  weft  from  Creenwicht  or  135*" 
40'  weft  from  Paris. 

0  cies; 
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cies ;  in  thefe,  filex  prevails ;  here  too  are  diflin- 
guifhed  living  rock  of  feveral  grains:  the  mod 
common,  which  is  very  compaft  and  very  hard, 
is  of  a  dark  iron  gray  ;  and  that  which  appeared 
to  hold  the  fecond  rank,  is  grayifli  and  not  fo  hard 
as  the  former  *. 

The  foil,  on  both  the  coafts  of  the  Channel 
and  the  Bay,  appears  to  be  only  a  compofition  of 
the  remains  of  plants  and  rocks,  and  to  have  no 
great  depth.  Although  the  dews  are  very  copious 
during  the  night,  it  is  more  dry  than  that  of 
TchinkitAnay,  and  it  may  be  prefumed  that  the 
climate  of  the  iQands  is  much  more  rainy  than  that 
of  the  coaft  of  the  continent  under  the  fame 
parallels ;  it  announces  itfelf  too  as  more  temperate : 
Reaumur's  thermometer,  during  the  ftay  which 
the  French  made  there,  never  fell  lower  than 
twe've  degrees  f. 

The  trees  on  the  back  of  the  hills  are  of  a  toler- 
ably handfome  growth  j  but  thofe  on  the  fummit, 
and  thofe  by  the  fea-fide,  are,  in  general,  knotty 
and  crooked.  ,  It  may  be  admitted  as  a  well- 
founded  probability,  that  thefe  iflands  are  not  ex- 
pofed  to  violent  hurricanes,  when  we  fee  fuch  very 
lofty  trees,  whofe  roots,  entirely  expofed,  are 
fcarcely  implanted  in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks;  and 
others  which,  dried  by  time,  remain  dead  yet  ereft, 
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without  being  broken  and  thrown  down  by  the 
winds  *. 

The  frcfli  water  here  is  very  light  and  of  a  good 
quality  j  but,  as  at  TchinkitAnay,  it  is  impreg- 
nated with  extraftive  particles  of  the  trees  and 
plants  which  it  dilTolves  in  its  courfe,  and  which 
give  it  a  reddifli  tintf.  A  fmall  dream  where 
water  may  be  filled,  is  to  be  found  on  the  coaft 
of  the  North  ifland  of  the  Strait,  in  the  cove 
;which  is  fituated  to  the  northward  of  the  north, 
weft  point  of  the  ifland  of  the  channel  \, 

Our  voyagers  had  not  time  to  ftudy  minutely  the 
productions  of  the  country ;  they  merely  were  ena- 
bled to  judge  that,  in  general,  they  are  the  fame  as 
on  the  coaft  of  TchinkitAnay. 

The  fea  abounds  with  fifli  in  C];<oak  Bay,  and 
efpecially  In  Cox's  Channel.  The  cove  whither  the 
French  retired  to  pafs  the  night,  furniflied  them 
with  excellent  mufcles,  and  in  fufficient  abundance 
to  exempt  them  from  lofmg  time  in  fifhing )  how- 
ever,  they  procured,  with  much  facility,  a  fome- 
what  confiderable  quantity  of  very  good  rock-fifli« 

The  rocks  which  are  at  the  bottom  of  the  water 
there  produce,  as  on  the  greater  part  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  AMERICA,  fta-Iceks,  and 
different  fpecies  of  the  taW  fucus  which  has  already 

•  Obfervations  of /Jo*/*/.  f /iiJ. 

X  This  cove  might  be  Dtuglet's  Beal  Harhourt  in  which  he 
had  the  ftatues  of  Tartanee  bearing  eaft  fouth-eaft  half  eaft ; 
but  t)ie  (pace  for  anchoring  is  there  very  confined. 
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been  mentioned.  Whales  come  and  blow  at  the 
opening  of  Cloak  Bay;  feals  play  throughout 
its  whole  circumference ;  but  they  feem,  from 
preference,  to  frecjuent  the  borders  of  Cox's 
Channel* 

Birds  are  very  numerous  j  but  our  voyagers  had 
not  an  opportunity  of  examining  all  the  fpecies  of 
them  :  they  only  didinguiflied  among  ^e  fea-fowl, 
the  gull,  the  diver,  the  wild  duck,  and  a  bird  almoft 
black,  with  a  long  neck  and  palmated  feet.    Birds 
of  this  lad-mentioned  fpecies,  heavy  and  like  the 
cormorant  of  which  they  appear  to  have  the  habits, 
alfemble  in  numerous  flights  on  the  edge  of  th^ 
rocksj  they  have  fome  difficulty  to  quit  them  when 
a  perfon  approaches  >  and  as  foon  as  he  is  gone 
away,  they  regain  their  former  retreat :  this  bird 
would  be  taken  for  a  real  cormorant,  if  its  flefli  had 
not  the  tafte  of  that  of  the  duck,  whereas  it  is  well 
Juiown  that  the  flefli  of  the  cormorant  of  Eu- 
rope and  of  other  countries,  has  a  very  difagreeable 
flavour.    The  land-birds  which  werefeen,  are  th« 
eagle,  the  vulture,  the  fparrow-hawk,  the  raven, 
the  gray  heron  of  the  largeft  fpecies,  with  fparro'ws, 
and  other  fmall  birds  to  which  opr  navi^^tors  wer$ 
not  able  to  apply  a  name* 

The  only  quadruped  that  they  perceived,  is  th^ 

domeftic  dog  j  it  is,  as  at  TchinkitAnat,  of  thq 

race  of  our  fliepherd's  dog.    The  French  ha4  P9 

knowledge  of  the  other  animals  pnly  by  their  ikin9 

I  ivhich  they  procured  by  trafQc^ 
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It  is  difficult  to  form  an  idea  of  the  population 
of  Cloak  Bay  and  of  the  country  bordering  on 
Cox*s  Channel.  The  natives  diflerriinated  on  this 
part  of  the  coaft  feem  to  form  but  one  tribe,  com- 
pofed  of  feveial  families,  each  of  which  has  its 
particular  chief:  the  greateft  number  of  individuals 
that  the  French  faw  affembled  at  once  in  the  cove 
where  the  market  was  held,  never  amounted  to 
more  than  two  hifndred  of  all  ages  and  of  both 
fexes  ;  but  it  was  remarked  that  the  greater  part 
of  thofe  who  had  been  feen  on  the  23d  of  the 
month,  at  the  time  of  Captain  Chanal*s  firft  ex- 
amination of  the  wefl  mouth  of  the  bay,  had  not 
made  their  appearance  at  the  market ;  it  mud  be 
fuppofcd  that  thofe  who  had  no  furs  to  exchaftge, 
had  not  repaired  thither  ;  that  fome  were  employed 
in  hunting,  others  in  fifhing,  or  otherwife ;  thus, 
including  the  coafls  of  the  bay,  the  portion  of  the 
coaft  of  the  large  ifland,  which,  on  the  fouth  fide, 
forms  the  Bay  and  the  Strait,  and  extends  two  or 
three  leagues  farther  to  the  eaftward,  the  whole 
population  of  this  quarter  may,  at  the  higheft,  be 
eftimated  at  foi!lr  hundred  individuals. 
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The  ftature  of  the  natives  who  inhabit  the  en- 
virons  of  bhe  Bay  and  of  the  Qhannel,  differs  not 
>\*  materially  from  that  of  Europeans :  they  are  better 
proportioned,  better  formed  than  theTchinkitanay- 
ans,  and  have  not  that  gloomy  and  wild  look  which 
characterizes  the  face  of  the  latter.  Their  features 
are  regular,  and  their  countenance  is  nearly  that  of 

the 
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the  nations  of  Europe.  Their  (kin  appears 
brown  j  but  if  they  were  cleanfed  of  their  dirt, 
and  expofed  themfelves  lefs  to  the  open  air  and 
the  inclemency  of  the  feafons,  their  colour  would, 
not  differ  from  ours  j  indeed  there  were  remarked 
feveral,  on  whom,  no  doubt,  thefe  caufes  have 
operated  lefs,  whofe  complexion  is  lefs  fwarthy 
than  that  of  the  inhabitants  of  our  country-places. 
Their  fine  black  hair,  which  many  cut  round,  is 
not,  like  that  of  the  nations  of  TchinkitAnay, 
covered  with  ochre,  down  of  birds,  and  all  the 
filth  that  negligence  fuffers  to  be  there  coUefted. 
Their  eyes  are  large  and  lively  ;  while,  on  the  con- 
trary, thofe  of  the  Tchinkitanayans  are  fmall,  dull, 
and  watery.  They  likewife  differ  from  this  latter 
people,  by  their  not  fmearing  their  face  with  red 
and  black :  our  voyagers  perceived  only  two  in- 
dividuals who  had  their  face  painted,  and  perhaps 
thofe  belonged  originally  to  fome  other  tribe*. 
They  are  not  entirely  free  from  vermin,  for  thefe 
fwarmed  in  the  old  cloaks  which  were  received 
from  them ;  but  at  leaft  they  do  not  make  a  treat 
of  them:  yet  we  fhall  find  them  very  dirty  if  we 
compare  them  to  the  Sybarites  of  the  MEND09A 
Iflands.     Surgeon  Roblkt  is  of  opinion  that  their 

•  On  this  point  Sulfgeon  Roblet  differs  from  Captain  Cha- 
nal;  he  fays  that  the  men  of  C/oak  Bay,  like  thofe  of  Tcbinkitd. 
nay^  paint  themfelves  red  and  black  indifffirently,  much  more 
than  the  women.  The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal,  who  fpeafcs 
9  great  deal  of  furs,  has  negleded  to  fpeakof  the  men. 
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(extreme  want  of  cleanlinefs  muft  be  attributed  to 
the  fcabs  and  purulent  pimples  with  which  the 
greater  patt  of  the  meh,  women,  and  children  are 
tovered*  Several  among  them  have  the  face 
\^  deeply  marked  with  the  fmall-pox ;  but  it  is  not 
<fN  known  whether  this  diforder  be  peculiar  to  thefe 

\-% l}^  iflands,  ot  whether,  as  may  be fuppofed,  they  owe  it 
|. .  to  their  communication  with  the  Europeans,  which 
,|^-v^  feems  to  me  likely  to  be  much  more  ancient  than 
we  think  *.  Surgeon  Roblet  fays  that  he  cannot 
affirm  whether  the  diforder  of  the  fame  name,  but 
fo  different  in  its  caufe  and  effeds,  which,  accord- 
hig  to  the  opinion  generally  received,  America 
gave  to  Europe,  be  known  among  thefe  iflanders : 
it  is  probable  that  the  Englifli  afe,  in  this  refpeA, 
better  informed  than  ourfelves.  It  was  not  re^^ 
marked  that  the  inhabitants  of  thefe  iflands  had 
the  body  tattooed }  but  there  are  feen  on  their  bread 
the  fears  which  they  themfelves  make,  as  well  as 
Surgeon  RolBLET  could  comprehend  them,  either 
In  illneffes  or  in  great  afflictions )  **  but,"  fays  he, 

*  it  is  difficult  to  perfuade  ourfelves  that  iflands  of  a  con> 
liderable  extent  which  are  feparated  from  the  continent  only 
by  a  channel  that  is  not  more  than  twenty  leagues  in  it's 
jgrcateft  breadth,  and  not  more  than  ten  at  its  northern  ex> 
tremity,  where  thefe  iflands  muft  be  feen  from  the  main  land, 
it  is,  I  fay,  difficult  to  believe  that  they  havfc  not  been  known 
to  the  Spaniards  long  before  Z.a  Peroufct  in  1786,  had  made 
the  firft  difcovery  of  them ;  but  what  is  more  probable  is 
that  the  nation  which  poflefles  Mexico  and  Perut  was  not 
anxious  to  make  thefe  iflands  known,  and  would  wifli,  no  doubt, 
that  we  were  ftill  ignorant  of  their  exiftence. 

in 
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in  his  obfervations,  "  what  furprlfed  me,  was  in 
"  the  great  number  of  individuals  whom  I  cx- 
*<  amined,  I  faw  very  few,  thirty  years  of  age  and 
*<  upwards,  who  had  fears ;  whereas   thofe  who 
«  are  younger,  and  children,  almoft  all  have  fome. 
**  This  difference  between  individuals  of  different 
•*  ages,*'  adds  he,  "  would  feem  to  indicate  that 
"  this  cuflom  is  not  ancient  among  them  ;  that  at 
**  lead  it  is  not  general ;  and  that  perhaps  whole 
•*  generations  pafs  away  without  having  found  oc-  , 
"  cafion  to  fcarify  themfelves  in  fo  cruel  a  manner." 
It  is  not  known  what  was,  previous  to  their  in- 
tercourfe  with  Europeans,  the  primitive  drefs,  the 
peculiar  coftume  of  thefe  illanders;   the  Englifh 
who  had  a  communication  with  them  before  we 
knew  them,  have  not  thought  fit  to  give  us  a 
defcription  of  it :  we  fee  only  that  thefe  Americans 
have  fubflituted  to  the  fur  cloaks,  in  which  they 
at  this  day  trade,  and  with  which,  no  doubt    'hey 
formerly  covered  themfelves,  the   jackets,   g.eat 
coats,  trowfers,  and  other  garments  in  ufe  in  our 
countries ;  fome  even  wear  a  hat,  (lockings,  and 
.  (hoes ;  and  thofe  who  were  clothed  completely  in 
the  European  fafhion,  would   not  appear  in  the 
midft  of  our  cities,  either  as  favages,  or  even  fo- 
reigners.    However  they  do  not  lay  afide  the  orna. 
ments  with  which  the  people  of  the  north-west 
coaft  of  America  are  accuftomed  to  deck  them- 
felves; they  weact  ear-pendants,  and  necklaces  of 
glafs-beads  or  of  plaited  brafs  wire,  like  thofe  of  the 

F  F  4  Tchin- 
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Tchinkitanayans ;  and  the  cuAom  is  common  to 
both  fexes.     Thofe  who  have  not  yet  adopted  the 
European  head-drefs,  have  a  hat  of  plaited  rufhes, 
in  the  form  of  a  truncated   cone,  widened  and  a 
little  turned  up  at  its  bafe. 
^g,...^v  The  women  of  Cloak  Bay  are  lefs  ugly  than 
thofe  of  TchinkitAnay  }  but,  without  being  ap. 
prehenfive  of  pafling  for  overnice,  we  may  fay  that) 
in '  general,  they   are  dill  far,  from  being  pretty. 
However,  they   are  fair;  their  features  have  no- 
thing harfh  nor  forbidding,  but  mod  of  them  are 
dirty  to  an  excefs.      They  wear  their  hair  its  full 
length.     Their  garments  confifl  of  (kins  of  animals 
coarfely  tanned,  which  they  never  waih,  and  the 
odour  of  which  is  perceivable  at  a  diflance.     Some 
wear   pieces    of  bear-fldn  with    the  hair,  ufually 
fattened  with  a  ftring  which   they  tie  under  the 
<,chin,  but  open,   when,  happening   to  be  near  an 
European,  they  wifli  to  aitradl  his  attention  *. 
\     \\     They  add  to   a  natural  uglinefs,  by  the  ufe  of 
\v^'     that  ornament,  no  lefs  whimfical  than  difgufting, 
which  is  enchafed  in  the  under  lip,  and  the  de- 
fcription  of    which  has,  doubtlefs,  not  been  for- 
gotten.    This  trinket  of  which  they  are  fo  proud, 
has  ftill  greater  dimenfions  than  that  of  the  Tchin- 
kitanayans ;  and  its  fize  is  in  like  manner  propor- 
tionable  to  age,  and  follows  the   progrefs  of  it. 
The  Editor  of  Dixon's  voyage  fays  that  "  one  of 
thefe  lip^pieces  appearing  to  be  peculiarly  orna- 
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«*  mented,  Captain  Dixon   wiflied  to  purch'afe  it, 
**  and  offered  the  old  woman  to  whom  it  belong- 
**  ed  a   hatchst ;    but  this  (he  refufed  with  con- 
"  tempt  'f  toees,  bafons,  and  feveral  other  articles, 
**  were  afterwards  (hewn  to  her,  and  as  conflantly 
"  rejefled.     Our  Captain  began  now  to  defpair  of 
"  making  his  wi(hed-for  purchafe,  and  had  nearly 
"  given  it  up,  when  one  of  our  people  happening 
"  to  (hew  the  old  lady  a  few  buttons,  which  looked 
•*  remarkably   bright,  (he    eagerly   embraced  the 
**  offer,  and  was  now  altogether  as  ready  to  part 
**  with  her  wooden  ornament,  as  before  (he  was 
**  defirous  of  keeping  it.     This  curious   lip-piece 
"  meafured  three  and  feven-eighth  (Englifh)  inches 
"  loiig,    and  two  and  Ave- eighth  inches  in  the 
"  wided  part :  it  was  inlaid   with  a  fmall  pearly 
"  (hell,    round  which  was  a   rim   of  copper  *." 
Captain  Dixon  has  depofited  it  in  the  cabinet  of 
curio(iiics  belonging  to  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  Pre- 
fident  of  the  Royal  Society  of  London,  and  given 
a  drawing  of  it  of  the  natural  fize  in  the  account 
of  his  voyage  f.     Whatever  fancy  our  women  may 
have  for  foreign  ornaments,   however    folicitous 
they  may  be  to  make  confideration  and  refpe£t  fuc- 
ceed  to  the  empire  of  youth  and  gracefulnefs,  we 
may  doubt  whether  they  will  ever  adopt  the  lip- 
piece,  which,  when  it  has    attained  the  greateft 
poflible  dimenfions,  without  encroaching  on  the 
ears,  confoles  the  American  women  for  the  lofs  of 


•  Dixon's  Voyage^  page  208.         f  Ihid, 
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thnr  attraflions,  and  Teems  to  them  fufficicnt,  in 
all  eyes  as  well  as  their  own, 

«*  Pot/r  reparer  des  am  Vu'\'ep»irahlt  outrage  •." 

Racine's  Athalie, 

The  young  American  females,  who  do  not  afpire 
to  this  excefs  of  honour^  would  not  be  deftitute  of 
charms,  if,  in  general,  a  difguding  filthinefs  did  not 
render  them  inaccefTible ;  on  approaching  them, 
the  olfactory  organs  experience  a  mod  unpleafant 
fenfation,  which  apprizes  the  flranger  to  go  no  far- 
ther. It  appears,  however,  from  the  teftimony  of 
Surgeon  Roblet,  that  the  communication  with 
Europeans  had  already  produced  rather  remarkable 
changes,  both  in  their  toilet,  and  in  their  cufVoms. 
They  carefully  comb  their  fine  locks;  they  fre- 
quently  wafli  themfclves,  and  fuffer  on  their  body 
no  hair  on  any  other  part  than  the  head.  When 
their  cheeks  are  cleaned  and  dripped  of  the  coat 
which  is  foreign  to  them,  their  natural  bloom  is 
difcovered :  it  is  not  rofes  fcattered  on  lilies,  but 
dill  it  is  rofes :  and  eyes  which,  for  a  long  time 
pad,  were  faddened  by  the  colour  of  night  fpread 
over  the  dark  faces  of  the  American  women  of  the 
coad,  dwelt  with  plcafure  on  the  colour  of  youth. 
The  French  began  to  find  them  paifable ;  and  we 
imagine  that  they  ended  by  finding  them  pretty* 
The  men  and  the  old  women  who  offered  young 
girls  as  articles  of  trade,  took  great  care  to  point 

*  To  repair  the  irremediable  havock  of  time. 
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out  that  they  did  not  >vear  the  American  orna- 
ment  which  had  appeared  to  difplenfe  ftrangers^ 
and  that  in  their  Hp  there  was  no  incifion.  The 
countenance  of  thefe  young  vidims  was  decent, 
their  look  timid ;  and  they  announced,  by  their 
embarraifment,  that  it  was  without  their  conlcnt 
that  an  offer  was  made  of  their  per  Pons  *. 

The  natives  of  this  northern  part  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  appear  endowed  withafu 
perior  degree  of  intelligence :  an  opinion  may  have 
been  already  formed  of  this  from  the  folidity  and 
arrangement  of  their  habitations  \  and  the  make  of 
their  canoes  which  are  no  lefs  fubdantially  con- 
(Irufled  than  (kilfully  wrought,  is  another  proof 
of  their  fpirit  of  invention  and  induftry.  To 
thefe  qualities,  they  add  forefight:  their  canoes, 
when  they  are  not  employed  afloat,  are  care'* 
fully  placed  under  flieds,  and  fometimes  drawn 
into  the  habitation.  Their  weapons  for  hunting 
and  their  implements  for  fifliingi  little  different 
from  thofe  of  the  Tchinkitanayans,  befpeak  pains 
in  the  execution.  They  (Ull  employ  the  paddle 
to  move  their,  canoes ;  but  they  have  already  dif- 
covered  the  utility  of  the  fail,  and  they  have  been 
feen,  with  the  wind  aft,  to  fpread  a  blanket  for 

•  "  It  is  eafy  to  fee,"  fays  Surgeon  Roblett  '*  that  they 
"  yield  to  the  avarice  of  their  parents  and  to  intereft,  rather 
*«  than  to  their  tafte  or  their  conftitution."  To  judge  of 
them  by  the  details  into  which  he  enters,  they  are  ftatues  as  in. 
•nimate  as  the  ftttues  of  the  portals, 
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performing  the  fame  office  jjas  they  have  a  fpirit 
of  imitation,  we  may  prefume  that  it  will  not  be 
I  long  before  they  improve  among  them  the  art  of 
'  rigging  and  working  their  little  veflels. 

Mufic  feems  not  to  be  unknown  to  thefe 
iflandersj  I  am  not  fpeaking  merely  of  that  chant- 
ing, of  that  mufic  in  chorus,  which,  in  fome  of 
the  tribes  of  the  north-west  coaft  of  America, 
appears  to  be  a  fpecies  of  religious  rite ;  but  Sur- 
geon RoBLET  mentions  that  he  faw,  in  the  habi- 
tations, fome  of  thofe  flutes  with  feveral  pipes, 
imitating  in  miniature  part  of  an  organ,  known 
I  among  the  mufical  inllrumentit  of  the  ancients, 
I  by  the  name  of  Pan*s  pipe^  and  one  of  the  attri. 
;  butes  of  that  divinity.  He  reckoned  on  fome  of 
I  thefe  flutes  as  many  as  eleven  pipes  :  does  this 
]  inftrument  give  more  than  the  whole  gamut,  more 
^  than  the  complete  fyflem  of  feven  tones  and  the 
I  oftave  ?  Or,  what  would  be  more  aftonifhing,  is 
V  there  but  one  gamut  with  the  half  tones  neceflary 
Ijfor  varying  modulation  ? 

He  alfo  prefumes  that  thefe  iflanders  mufl:  have 
been,  or  at  lead  that  they  were  formerly,  acquaint- 
ed with  an  inftrument  of  another  kind,  fi.milar 
to  a  harp;  and  he  grounds  his  opinion  on  a 
carved  tigure,  which  he  examined,  having  its  hands 
placed  on  an  inftrument  of  this  foit.  We  muft  be 
furprifed,  no  doubt,  to  find  the  harp  known  on 
^\  the  NORTH-WEST  coaft  of  America.  An  inftrq- 
'  ment  fo  complicated  as  that  which  is  compofed  of 

an 
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an  aifemblage  of  fonorous  boxes,  to  which  are 
fixed,  by  moveable  pegs,  feveral  firings  more  or 
lefs  flretched  in  order  to  form  a  fcale  of  founds 
graduated  according  to  a  harmonic  progrelTion, 
implies  the   union  of  various  branches  of  know- 
ledge which  belong  not  to  a  half-favage  people.    If 
any  thing  could  authorize  the  fuppofition  that  this 
inftrument  may  have  paifed  from  the  Old  Conti- 
nent to  the  New,  it  would  be  its  antiquity,  which 
is  loft  in  the  darknefs  that  envelops  the  early  times 
of  the  Hiftory  of  Egypt,  the  mother  of  the  arts. 
In  faft,  we  read  in  the  Travels  of  James  Bruce  to 
dif cover  the  Source  of  the  Nile  *,  that,  on  vifiting 
the,  ruins  of  Thebes  t  with  its  hundred  gates,  the 
wonders  of  which  the  mufe  of  Homer  has  fo  mrch 
amplified,  he  found,  in  the  fepulchres  or  vaults  of 
that  city,  paintings  in  frefco  in  good  prelervation, 
reprefenting  muficians,  whofe  harps,  mounted  with 
thirteen  or  eighteen  firings,  are  fix  feet  or  feven 
feet  and  a  half  high,  and  decorated  with  incrufta- 
tions  and  fculpture  of  the  beft  kind.     Mr.  Bruce 
conjeftures  that  thcfe   pictures  were  painted  in  a 
time  which  anfwers  to  the  reign  l.^  Solomon  J  ; 

•  See  Travels  to  difcover  the  Source  of  the  Nile,  Lota.  n.  j  790. 
In  4to.  vol.  i.    p.  128  and  following.  .^ 

f  Mr.  Bruce  fays  that  the  fite  where  Thebei  flood  is  inclofed 
by  a  hundred  infulated  mountains,  which  leave  between  them 
alike  number  of  gorges  or  defiles  :  this  topographical  defcrip. 
tion  may  explain  the  fable  of  the  hundred  gates. 

\  Bruce,\ol.  i.  page  1321  {Solomon  afcended the  throne  1019 
years  before  Chrift. ) 
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they  would  then  have  twenty-eight  centuries  of  an. 
tiquity  ;  and  on  confidering  to  what  degree  of  im* 
provement  the  harp  had  been  carried  at  that  period, 
we  may  conclude  that  the  firft  invention  of  this  in- 
ftrument,  among  the  Egyptians,  is  much  prior  to 
the  pictures  of  the  fepulchres  of  Thebes,  m  which 
it  is  found  reprefented  in  its  {late  of  perfection.  It 
would  not  therefore  be  centuries  that  have  been 
wanting,  in  order  that  the  harp,  invented  in  Egypt, 
might,  from  nation  to  nation,  have  reached  the 
extremity  of  Asia,  and  thence  be  carried  to  Ame- 
rica by  the  emigrant  Tartars ;  but  it  mufl  be 
admitted  that,  to  pafs  from  Egypt  to  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands,  this  inftrument,  which  is 
pot  very  portable,  would  have  had  a  great  many 
countries  to  traverfe. 

\  Surgeon  Roblet  remarked  that  the  natives  of 
'^  Cloak  Bay  have  a  fort  of  paflion  for  gaming. 
They  are  feen  carrying  every  where  with  them, 
thirty  fmall  flicks,  three  or  four  inches  in  length 
ffli^  by  about  four  lines  in  diameter  *,  with  which  they 
make  a  party,  one  againfl  one,  in  the  following 
manner.  Among  the  flicks,  there  is  one  diflin- 
guiihed  from  all  the  others  by  a  black  circle : 
ow  of  the  players  takes  this  Angle  flick,  joins  to 


•  Thcfe  little  ftlcks  are  very  nicely  wrought,  pcrfeflly 
fonnd  and  of  a  beautiful  polifh :  the  wood  of  which  they  are 
made,  appears  to  be  a  fpecies  of  wild  plum'tr^p  { it  i*  l>vd  and 
(pnpa£l,  although  very  light. 
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it  another  taken  from  among  the  twenty-nine  com. 
mon  ones,  mixes  the  two  together  without  feeing 
them,  and  then  places  them  feparately  under  a 
bit   of  cloth;  that  which   the  adverfary  choofes, 
merely  by  pointing  it  out,  is  mixed,  without  look-* 
{ng  at  it,  with   all  the  others,  and  the  adverfary 
wins  or  lofes,  if  the  (lick  confounded  in  the  mafs, 
in  cafe  it  happens  to  be  the  only  flick,  is  a  fhorter 
or  longer  time  in  coming  out.     I  admit  that  I  do 
not  fee  the  fineife  of  this  game ;  perhaps  it  is  ill 
explained  becaufe  it  has  been  ill  underflood.    I 
prefume,  however,  that  it  may  be  fufceptible  of 
various  combinations  which  mufl  have  efcaped  an 
obferver  who  does  not  underftand  the  language 
fpoken  by  the  players.     I  judge  fo  from  an  afforto- 
ment  of  thefe  fmall  (licks  which  Captain  Chanax, 
procured  and  brought  to  France.     On  examin-p 
ing  them,  are  feen  traced  on  fome,  towards  the 
middle  of  their  length,  three  black  parallel  circles ; 
on  others,  the  three  circles,  brought  clofe  to  each 
other,  occupy  one  of  the  extremities  ;  other  (licks 
bear  two,  four,  five,  fix,  or  feven  black  circles, 
didributed   length  wife,  at  unequal  didances:  and 
it  may  be  conceived  that  thefe  varieties  in   the 
number  and  difpofition  of  the  circles  which  didin- 
gui(h  one  Aick  from  the  others,  may  produce  fe- 
veral  in  the  combinations.    Be  this  as  it  may,  the 
time  and  attention  which  the  natives  of  Cloak  Bay 
give  to  this  game,  prove  that  it  has,  for  them,  4 
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great  attraflion,  and  that  it  warmly  excites  their 
intereft*. 

Thefe  Americans  difplay  a  fociable  difpofition 
with  mild  manners,  and  they  feem  exempt  from 
miftruil ;  for  though  the  French  always  appeared 
armed,  and  though  the  murderous  effed  of  a 
mufleet  is  well  known  in  thefe  iflands,  the  inha- 

•  The  EngUfli,  in  Dixon's  Voyage,  had  made  the  fame 
obCervation,  relatively  to  the  paiTion  which  the  Americans  of 
the  Nmrtb-^meft  coaft  have  for  gaming. 

**  Although  thefe  poor  favages  are  in  their  general  manners 
k  **  truly  in  a  ilate  of  uncultivated  barbarifm,  yet  in  one  inltance 
**  they  can  boail  of  a  refinement  equal  to  that  of  more  polite 
'^  «*  nations,  and  that  is  gaming,  which  is  canied  on  here  to  as 
**  great  a  pitch  (comparatively  fpeaking)  as  at  any  of  our 
**  moderate  f^ihionable  clubs.  The  only  gaming  implements 
**  I  faw,  were  fifty-two  fmall  round  bits  of  wood,  about  th^ 
<*  fize  of  your  middle  finger,  and  differently  marked  with  red 
**  paint."  The  Editor  is  here  fpeaking  of  the  game  that 
is  in  vogue  at  Fort  Mulgrave  which  Dixon  difcovered }  and,  as 
it  is  feen,  it  bears  the  greateft  refemblance  to  that  which  is 
played  at  ^een  Cbarlotte*%  Iflands. 

**  A  game  is  played  by  two  perfons  with  thefe  pieces  of 
*(  wood,  and  chiefly  confifts  in  placing  them  in  a  variety  of 
**  pofitions,  but  I  am  unable  to  defcribe  it  minutely.  The 
*'  man  whom  I  before  mentioned  our  having  on  board  at 
<*  Port  Mulgravet  loft  a  knife,  a  fpear,  and  feveral  toecs  at 
**  this  game  in  lefs  than  ah  hour :  though  this  lofs  was  at  lead 
**  equal  to  an  Englifh  gamefter  lofing  his  eftate,  yet  the  poor 
<*  fellow  bore  his  ill  fortune  with  great  patience  and  equani- 
**  mity  of  temper."     (Dixon't  Voyage,  ^zgt  245,) 

This  conformity  between  the  game  in  ufe  at  Port  Mulgrave 
gnd  that  of  ^iimk  Charlotte  Iflands,  indicates  that  there  may 
be,  and  that  there,  no  doubt,  ftill  is  a  communication  eftabliihed 
bctwcoi  the  illandi  and  the  coafl  of  the  continent. 
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bitaints never  prefented  themfelves  with  arms;  and 
the  ferenity  of  their  looks  manifefted  their  confi- 
dence. This  fecurity  on  their  part  is  a  teftitnony 
in  hvouT  of  the  Europeans  who  had  formerly  vi- 
fited  them  :  it  proves  that,  towards  thefe  iflanders, 
they  neither  have  afted  with  violence  nor  in- 
judice. 

Let^  us  dwell  a  moment  on  this  confoling  idea, 
that  there  is  ft  ill  fome  portion  of  that  vaft  Ame- 
rica whither  the  greedy  conqueror  has  not  carried 
defolation  and  death,  that  there  is  fome  portion 
where  the  American,  flill  free,  will  not  have  to 
curfe  the  day  that  he  knew  us,  but  will  be  made 
fenfible  that  the  men  of  the  Old  World  are  his 
brothers. 

The  natives  of  the  environs  of  Cloak  Bay  are  h 
not  carelefs  in  bufinefs ;  they  examine  every  thing  |m  j. 
with  attentbn  and  intelligence,  and  never  deter- "   '  ^ 
mine  till  after  mature  deliberation ;  but  they  are 

£uthful  in  their  bargains.  Does  not  their  flownefs 
to  conclude  them,  which  may  be  partly  owing  to 
their  difpofition,  alfo  arife  from  their  having  been 
cheated  fft  the  iirfl:  exchanges  which  the  Eu- 
ropeans have  made  with  them  ?  !We  read  in  the 
voyage  of  Dixok,  who  appears  to  be  the  firfl;  who 
traded  with  thefe  people,  that  the  iflanders  threw 
their  furs  into  the  boats  and  into  the  ihip  of  the 
EngUfli,  without  any  precaution,  without  coming 
to  termsy  and  that  .they,  waited  patiently  till  their, 
v$hip  >  !w«it  tranimitted  to  :them .  at  the  ;pleafure  of 
VOL.1.     '  OQ^  the 
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the  purehafer.  Have  the  Europeans  made  a  fuit- 
able  return  to  this  blind  confidence  on  the  part  of 
the  Americans,  this  negledb  of  their  intereft? 
Have  not  the  latter  more  than  once  had  occa- 
fion  to  find  that  the  articles  that  were  delivered 
to  them  in  exchange  for  the  furs  of  which  they 
ftripped  themfelves,  had  not  all  an  equal  degree 
of  goodnefs  ?  Have  the  Europeans  no  reproach 
to  make  themfelves?  Have  they  never  endea- 
voured to  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  the  igno- 
rance which  they  fuppofed  in  the  Americans? 
Have  they,  in  the  beginning,  a£ted  with  the  ho- 
nefty,  the  fincerity  which  ought  to  be  the  bafis  of 
trade,  efpecially  of  barter,  and  which  is  not  al- 
ways the  bafis  of  tranfadions  between  *Eu- 
ropeans?  In  (hort,  will  they  not  decave  them 
ftill,  when  they  imagine  that  they  can  do  fo  with 
iafety  ?  It  cajmot  be  forgotten  that,  m  the 
American  war,  the  Americans  of.  the  United 
States  have  not,  in  point  of  trade,  always  had 
reaficm  to  be  fiitisfied  with  the  fincerity  of  the 
firieads  and  allies  in  whofe  dependence  their  fepa- 
ration  from  the  mother-country  had  accidentally 
,  placed  them,  for  wants  of  the  firft  lieceffity. 

Bat  the  difiieulties  that  the  iflanders  make 
Rrangers  experience  in  traffic,  in  which  they  al- 
ways feem  to  be  OB  their  guard,  do  not  recur  in  the 
ordinary  intercourfe  of  hk»  Their  manners  are 
polite  and  nSf }  tbciF  deporttacnt  faasi  nothing 
fiivage ;  they  are  even  exempt  from  that  rough- 
.i  4  ncfs, 
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nd«»  firom  thftt  bluntQ^fs,  with  which,  in  qivilized 
countries*  th^  m;^  Uttle  favoured  by  fortvme, 
whofe  education  has  not  been  attended  to,  may  top 
frequently  be  reproached.  In  them  is  remarked 
29  equality  of  manners  that  cannot  be  attributed 
to  equality  of  conditions  which  is  not  known  to 
fubfift,  but  for  which  they  are  partly  indebted  to, 
their  copimunication  with  the  Huropeaps  who  treat 
them  all  alike, 

The  ?f  e^ch  had  feveral  opportunities  of  afceiv 
tsuwng  that  the  natives  of  Cloak  Bay  appreciate 
with  much  ju(lnefs  all  the  actions  of  ftrangera, 

and  ^fily  divine  the  objed  of  them.    We  fhould 
be  wrong  to  think  that  the  reciprocal  ignorance  of 
language  permits  them  not  to  underftand  each 
Qther ;   by  the  help  of  figns,  as  the  only  inter- 
preter, they  perfe^ly  exprefs  what  they  defire,  and 
grangers  make  them  underftand  with  the  faipe  fai," 
cility  what  they  wi(h  them  to  comprehend.    It  is 
probable  that,  if  trade  continue  to  introduce  among 
them,  with  our  commodities,  the  knowledge  of 
our  mappers,  cuftoms,  and  arts,  they  will,  in  a 
tittle  time,  make  a  rapid  progrefs  towards  civil- 
ization.   They  prefer,  what  is  folid  X9  that  which  is 
only  agreeable,  very  diferent,  in  this  refpeil,  fiom 
the  tribes  which  occupy  the  ifiandi  flattered  be- 
tween the  tropics  in  the  Qri^at  Oc«A)f,  whpfe 
trifling  char^£^«r  appreciates  nothing,  for  whovi 
Nature  hap  4me  every  thing,  and  who,  having  no 
wants,  aliW?ysF^<fT  ftpwy  glf'^-rfeflidi,  cto^f  9f 
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a  glaring  colour,  and  all  our  baubles,  to  whatever 
our  ihduftry  can  offer  them  that  is  uleful  or  conve- 
nient. 

The  mhabitants  of  Cloak  Bay  are  very  cir- 
cumfpeft  with  ftrangers,  and  fcem  always  to  be 
afraid  of  giving  them  offence.  Does  this  cir- 
cumfpcftion  arife  from  an  idea  of  their  inferiority, 
or  does  it  belong- to  their  difpofition?  It  is  not 
eafy  to  determine  this  queftion  ;  but  what  is  cer- 
tain, is  that  they  employ  a  fort  of  management} 
and  a  great  deal  of  art,  in  making  to  themfelves  a 
merit  of  their  referve :  they  were  familiar,  but  by 
^o  means  troublefome.  Surgeon  Roblet  fays 
that  the  French  could  not  but  be  well  fatisfie^  with 
their  difmtereffed  readinefs  to  oblige.  They  were 
always  difpofed  to  render  gfatuitoufly  every  fer- 
vice in  their  power:  they  frequently  took  him  in 
their  canoes  to  the  places  which  he  wiflied  to 
vifit :  he  frequently  faw  hirnfelf  alone  in  the  mjdfl 
of  twelve  or  fifteen  Americans,  remote  from  all 
help  on  the  part  of  the  French,  in  cafe  of  attack 
on  the  part  of  the  natives :  they  made  n6  attempt 
againft  him;  and  he  aiferts  that  it  would  be  un- 
-juft  and  uhgratefiil  towards  men  truly  hofpitable, 
■if  he  harboured  the  fmalleft  idea  of  their  bavin;: 
had  an  intention  tb  avail  themfelves  of  his  folitary 
^tiisltion  and  of  their  ffrength.  With  the  ex- 
ception of  the  petty  theft  of  the  bell,  which  was 
committed  by"  the  chief  of  the  diftrid  where  the 

-market  Was'^ftablUhed^  they  neither  flole,  nor  en- 
u'     -  ^  deavoured 
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dec^voured  to  (leal.  Not  but  that  the  Freach  had 
reafon  to  fufpeft  that  they  are  given  to  thieving  : 
the  articles  which  are  difplayed  to  their  view  are 
fo  tempting !  They  have  fo  much  occaHon  fo|- 
them !  But  as  they  appear  to  confiJer  well  their 
intereft,  they  have  peiccived  that  it  would  be 
prejudicial  to  it,  to  fall  out  with  flrangers ;  and 
what,  perhaps,  they  would  have  impudently  un^ 
dertaken  in  the  beginning,  they  no  longer,  dare, 
now  they  have  experienced  that  the  a£Uye  vigil- 
ance of  the  more  intelligent  clafs  of  men  ,with 
who|n  they  traffic,  will  always  difconcert  their 
bed-combined  enterprifes. 

Thefe  iflanders  underfland  the  laws  of  juftice, 
and  they  give  frequent  proofs  of  kindnefs.  Our 
voyagers  experienced  a  fweet  emotion  when  they 
witneiTed  the  extreme  tendernefs  and  attention  of 
the  mothers  f(%  their  children  ;  and  their  feelings 
were  intereftea  dill  more,  when  they  faw  the 
hufbands  aflilt  the  women  in  the  occupadon  of 
nurAng,  and  give  themfelves  up  to  it  with  an 
aillduiry,  a  degree  of  good  nature,  which  leave  no 
doubt  refpcding  the  fentimenjt  that  actuates  them. 
It  may  be  faid  that,  in  this  refpeft,  thefe  iflanders 
might,be  offered  as  models,  to  nations  even  the  mod 
civilized. 

The  women  vied  with  the  men  in  their  obliging 
oiHcioufnefs  towards  the  French  j  and  this  offi- 
cionlifnefs  which,  with  them,  was  no  more  than 
their  eagernefs  to  (hew  their  hofpitality,  appeared 
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hy  nd  means  to  excite  the  jealoufy  of  the  hulbands. 
Kot  but  that  they  are  much  attached  to  their 
irives;  but,  doubtlefi  elleeming  them  as  much 
ks  they  love  them»  they  think  that  the  latter 
tan  appear  amiable,  \vithout  ever  ceafing  to  be 
ytrtuous ;  and  the  Wobien  prove  that  it  is  pof- 
inble  to  be  virtuous,  and  yet  be  amiable.  But 
here  I  am  fpeaking  only  of  the  virtue  of  the  mar- 
ried wbmen ;  that  of  the  unmatried  appeared  lefs 
Iblid.  Indeed,  it  is  npt  to  them  that  the  reproach 
bf  tb<)r  "iireakneffes  ought  to  be  addrefled ;  the 
avance  of  the  parents  determines  the  firft  ftep  to- 
wards vice  'f  and  the  feduCtion  bf  the  Europeans, 
by  Ibggering  virtue  by  prefents,  has  done  the 
reft. 

*«  tf  %c  ai^e  t6  judge  oiF  the  fecundity  6f  the 
<*>omen,^*  fays  Surgeon  Roblbt,  «*  by  the  num. 
^*  ber  of  children  which  we  recked  in  the  habi- 
**  tations,  it  is  aftoniflung  ;  it  always  exceeded 
^^  tliat  at  the  women  and  men  united.'*  With- 
but  pretending  to  combat  this  Opinion,  t  fiiall 
merely  obferve  that  the  children  all  remain  in  the 
houife;  w^ch  muft  make  their  number  appear 
coniSderable,  whereas  it  is  probable  that  the  men 
are  partly  employed  out  of  doors,  in  filhing  or 
bunting.  , 

Captain  Chanal,  judging  that  a  longer  Htzy  in 
Coic'^  Channel  Would  not  add  a  fur  tothe&iall 
number  of  thofe  which  he  had  already  procured, 
refolved  to  tejointhe  (hip,  which  badj^ept  |i||^g 
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oflFand  on  abreaft  of  the  mouth  of  Cloak  Bay; 
he  got  on  board  on  the  forenoon  of  the  27th. 

Ahhough  this  bay,  exhaufted  by  the  frequent 
vifits  of  the  Englifli  and  of  the  Americans  of  the 
United  States,  had  ill  anfwered  the  hope  that 
bad  been  conceived  of  carrying  on  an  abundant 
trade,  yet  Captain  Marchand  flattered  himfelf 
that  the  more  fouthern  parts  of  the  iflands  from 
Cloak  Bay  down  as  far  as  Renkell's  Strait, 
would  afford  more  refources ;  and,  the  very  next 
day,  the  long*boat  was  difpatched  again  under 
the  command  of  Captain  Chanal*  Lieutenant 
Louis  Marchand,  the  Captain's  brother,  the 
lecond  Surgeon  Regnier,  and  a  volunteer,  were 
appomted  to  accompany  him ;  and  the  boat's  crew 
was  compofed  of  eight  of  the  people.  An  aflbrt- 
meat  of  articles  for  trade  was  put  into  the  boat ; 
and,  to  provide  againft  accidents,  ihe  was  fur- 
niflied  with  provifions  for  twenty  days.  She  left 
the  ihip  on  the  28th,  at  feven  o'clock  in  the 
iBomiag,  and  made  fail  towards  the  coaft  of 
which  flie  was  to  make  a  minute  examination  be- 
tween the  two  points  fixed  for  the  limits  of  her 
cruife. 

As  Captain  Dixon,  who  explored  thefe  iflands 
in  1787,  had  touched  at  no  harbour,  and  traded 
rapidly  under  fail  with  the  different  tribes  that  in- 
habk.  the  weftem  (hore,  it  was  out  of  his  power 
to  make  k  known  for  the  purpofe  of  navigation : 
Im  the  furvey  which  Captain  Chanal  made  of  it 
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with  no  left  intelligence  than  correAnefs,  furnifhes 
a  feriei  of  failing  direflions  which  merit  the  greatell 
confidence,  and  will  be  infinitely  ufeful  to  the  navi. 
gators  whom  the  fur-trade  may  induce  to  vifit  this 
coaft. 

The  long*boat  landed  in  latitude  53*  47'.  In 
this  parallel,  the  firft  ifland  that  prefents  itfelf  to 
the  fouth  fouth'Weft  of  Cloak  Bay  bore  from  north 
north'Weft  half  north  to  north  half  eafl  at  the 
diilance  of  about  five  miles;  Hipp  ah  Ifland,  thus 
named  by  Dixok,  becaufe  he  perceived  on  it  an 
entrenchment  of  palifades  which  refembled  thofe 
that  the  inhabitants  of  New  Zealand  defignate 
by  this  name,  bore  in  the  diflance  fouth  by  e^ft  5** 
eaft ;  and  the  mod  fouthern  point  of  the  part  of 
the  coad  which  runs  north  and  fouth,  and  from 
•which  the  boat  was  djftant  no  more  than  a 
league,  fouth-ead  by  fouth  half  fouth.  This 
part  is  of  moderate  elevation,  and  fkirted  by  reefs 
which  render  it  inacceflible. 

Beginning  from  the  fouth  point,  which  is  in 
like  manner  furrounded  by  rocks  and  iflots,  and 
is  terminated  by  a  reef  which  runs  to  the  fouth. 
fouth-weft,  the  coaft  forms  a  great  bight  in  which 
Captain  Chanal  was  in  hopes  of  difcovering  fome 
harbour.  In  running  along  the  north  coaft,  he  at 
firfl  perceived  a  fine  beach  which  prefented  an 
eafy  landing,  and  on  which  he  didinguiihed  fome 
huts  that  feemed  forfaken.     At  the  diflance  of  a 

mile  from  the  Ihpre,  the  foundings  were  fometimes 

aiandy, 


Attguft  1791.]  MARCHAin/ff   VOTACl. 


457 


a  fandy,  fometimes  a  forky  bottom,  with  t  vari- 
able  depth  from  twelve  to  twenty  fathoms.  He 
fired  a  fwivel  in  order  to  attraf^  the  attention 
of  the  inhabitants,  but  none  made  their  ap- 
pearance. 

He  continued  to  range  along  the  north  coaft, 
and,  two  miles  from  the  fouth  point  which  is 
terminated  by  a  reef,  he  difcovered  a  creek  that 
may  be  half  a  league  in  depth  in  the  diredion  of 
north'Cafl  half  north  i  its  breadth  is  three  or  four 
cables'  length,  s^nd  the  bottom  is  throughout  fine 
fand,  with  a  depth  of  warer  of  from  twelve  to 
twenty  fsithoms ;  it  is  terminated  by  two  fandy 
beaches ;  and  a  rivulet  difcharges  itfelf  on  the 
fouth  fliore  where  the  long-boat  landed.  No  in- 
habitant was  feen  :  however,  fome  trees  fdlpd  hj 
the  hand  pf  men,  others  ftripped  of  their  bark,  and 
the  barking  of  dogs  which  was  heard — every  thing 
feemed  to  indicate  that  this  part  is  not  uninhabit* 
ed.  But  Captain  Chanal  in  vain  fired  fome 
mufkets ;  not  one  inhabitant  appeared.  As  he  faw 
no  fign  of  this  creek  having  been  explored  by 
Europeans,  Captain  Chanal  called  it  Criqub 
d'Otard,  Otard's  Creek,  from  the  nzme,  of  one 
of  his  friends. 

The  two  points,  which  form  its  mouth,  lie,  with 
refped:  to  each  others  ead* fouth  eall  and  weft- 
north-weft.  At  three  cables'  length  from  the  fouth 
point  is  feeh  a  ihoal  above  water ;  and  it  is  proper, 
on  coming  in,  to  borrow  on  the  north  point  a 

Uttlc 


458  MAllCHANO*8  rOYAGB.  [Aoguft  1 7^1. 

fittle  more  than  on  the  foath  point.  This  creek, 
although  open  to  winds  from  the  fouth  and  fouth- 
weft)  neverthelefs  affords  good  anchorage  and 
good  flielter ;  for  every  where  the  coaft  here  feems 
level,  and  appears  in  no  part  to  have  been  buffet- 
ted  by  the  fea  ;  the  country  which  furrounds  it  is 
of  middling  height;  but,  inland,  the  hills  are 
mach  more  lofty :  m  (hort,  it  was  thought  that  a 
fliip  might  lie  here  in  fafety. 

On  quitting  Otard's  Creek,  Captain  Chanal 
fteered  for  an  opening  which  appeared  to  the 
fouth-eaft  half  fouth,  about  four  miles  off.  He 
it  firft  ranged  along  the  coaft  at  a  fuitabl'e  diflance, 
leaving  on  the  (larboard  hand  a  fmall  ifland  which 
is  terminated  by  a  point  of  low  rocks  on  which 
the  fea  was  breaking  :  the  lead  conilantly  indicated 
ft  rocky  bottom  and  a  depth  of  water  of  from  fif- 
teen to  twenty^five  fathcirs.  He  perceived  ahead 
of  the  long-boat  a  canoe  with  two  men  who 
paddled  with  all  their  might  to  get  away :  they 
were  feen  to  land  among  the  rodcs  on  die  north 
coall ;  and  they  carried  their  canoe  into  the 
woods. 

Captain  Chamal  had  run  a 
league,  fince  his  departure 
when  he  found  himfelf  at 
nel  of  moderate  breadth,  ini 
entered.  The  bay  or  harbour  to  tsi^ch  this  chan- 
nel ^ed,  appeared  to  be  of  confiderable  extent ; 
the  bottom  continued  to  be  rocky,  and  the  depth 

of 


AUguft  I79I.]         MARCHANO'S  VOYAOt. 


4» 


of  water  varied  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  fa- 
thoms :  in  proportion  as  he  penetrated  into  the 
channel,  the  fea  gradually  became  fmoother.  But 
night,  which  was  beginning  to  fpread  its  obfcurity 
over  all  the  furrounding  objefts,  no  longer  allowed 
of  their  being  diftinguilhed  ;  and  Captain  Chanal 
judged  that  it  was  prudent  to  flop  :  he  landed  on  a 
fmall  beach  on  the  north  coaft,  and  there  paflfed  a 
very  quiet  night. 

It  was  high  fea  at  midnight ;  and-  low  water  at 
half  pad  fix  o'clock  in  the  morning  :  this  was  the 
29tb  of  Augufl:,  the  day  of  the  full  moon.  It  was 
reckoned  from  the  extreme  marks  that  the  fea  had 
kft  on  the  rock  wbich  is  perpendicular,  that  the 
lides  rife  in  this  harbour  about  ten  feet. 

On  the  coafl  was  feen  only  one  deferted  htit ; 
but  the  remains  of  feveral  fires,  recently  extin- 
guifhed,  proved  that  the  natives  had  quitted  the 
place  a  fliort  time  before. 

At  the  firft  dawn  of  day,  Captain  Chanal  re- 
fumed  his  courfe  in  order  to  complete  the  fur. 
vey  of  the  channel  and  of  the  harbour  by  which 
it  is  terminated  ;  and  he  fired  a  fwivel  by  way  of 
ia]i)itants  to  make  their  lappearance. 
;eded  a  mile  on  a  true  eaft  half 
is  that  of  the  direction  of  the 
channel,  lie ^-flraiis^  to  the  fouth-fouth-eaft  half 
fouth,  fotlowing  the  trending  of  the  fouth  coafl : 
he  foon  faw  himfelf  furrounded  by  land  on  all 
points  of  the  ^orizon,  and  he  found  that  he  had 
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xeached  a  fpaclous  and  convenient  harbour  where 
the  foundings  throughout  were  a  muddy  bottom 
with  from  fixteen  to  twenty  fathoms  water.  This 
harbour  is  (hut  in  to  the  wedward  by  a  fmall  iiland 
Htuated  in  the  channel :  Captain  Chanal  had 
thought  the  day  before,  while  he.  was  ranging 
along  the  northern  coad  of  this  ifland.  that  it 
made  part  of  the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland ; 
but,  when  he  had  reached  the  eaftcrn  extremity  of 
the  channel,  he  found  that  it  is  feparated  from  it 
by  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  as  deep  as  the  north  chan* 
nel,  but  much  narrower.  The  harbour  was  named 
'Port  Louis,  in  honour  of  Lieutenant  Mar- 
CHAKD  whofe  Chriflian  name  is  Louis. 

While  our  voyagers  were  employed  in  taking  the 
foundings,  they  law  a  canoe,  conducted  by  five 
men,  come  out  of  the  channel  into  the  harbour ; 
and  they  judged  that  it  was  the  fame  which,  the 
day  before,  had  fled  at  the  fight  of  the  long-boat : 
they  waved  a  white  flag  as  a  fign  of  friendfhip, 
and  they  endeavoured  to  confirm  this  fignal  by 
the  moft  expreflive  geftures.  The  canoe  ap- 
iroached  with  a  fort  of  hefitation,  but  yet  near 
enough  to  allow  of  a  parley  being  begun.  The 
iflanders  wliich  (he  carried  were  without  arms; 
and  the  tranquillity  of  confidence  appeared  painted 
on  their  faces.  One  of  them  rofe  up,  made  him- 
felf  known  for  the  chief,  and  requefted  that  the 
chief  of  the  Grangers  would  likewife  make  himfelf 
known.      Captain  Chanal  fhewed  himfelf,  and 

invited 


Auguft  1791.]      marchand's  voyage.  461 

invited  the  American  to  come  into  the  long-boat : 
the  latter  being  embraced  by  the  French  captain, 
aiked  him  to  exchange  names ;  it  is  well  known 
that,  among  the  greater  part  of  the  tribes  which  we 
CAWfavage^   this  exchange  of  names  is  a  covenant 
of  friendlhip :  Captain  Chanal  was  called  Nousk 
from  the  name  of  the  American,  who  would  no 
longer  anfwer  but  when  he  was  called  by  the 
name   of  Chanal.    At  the  end  of  thefe   preli- 
minaries, Nousk  Chanal  offered  his  new  friend 
an  old  cloak  which  he  wore,  and  received  a  few 
trifles  which  appeared  to  give  him  pleafure.  fOxxx 
voyagers  augured  well  from  this  beginning ;  they 
grounded  their  hopes  on  the  condu6l  of  the  na- 
tives announcing  franknefs  and  good-nature ;  they 
thought  that  they  would  not  have  to  undergo  all 
the  tedioufnefs  of  thofe  circumfped  and  intricate 
proceedings  to  which  the  intercourfe  of  the  Eu- 
ropeans has  already  accudomed  the  Americans ;  in 
fhort,  they  fancied  themfelves  certain  that  if,  as 
the  happy  fituation   of  the    harbour  feemed  to 
promile,  this  diflirift  were  peopled,  a  virgin  trade 
would  yield  the  molt  ample  harved. 

Captain  Chanal  thought  that  he  could  do  no 
better  than  put  himfelf  under  the  direftion  of  an- 
other felf  who  offered  to  condudt  him  to  his  habi- 
tation (ituated  on  a  fmall  arm  of  the  fea  which  he 
pointed  out  in  the  fouth-eafl  part  of  the  harbour. 
The  French  captain  fancied  that  the  American 
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chief  protnifed  him  fura,  s^nd,  on  this  promife,  he 
followed  him. 

The  narrow  and  deep  channel  into  which  the 
new  pilot  carried  the  long-boat,  extends  to  the  eaft- 
fouth*eaft  and  fouth-eail  by  eaft,  and  is  then  divided 
into  two  very  narrow  arms,  one  of  which  runs 
to  the  eaftward,  and  the  other  to  the  fouthward* 
At  a  little  didance  from  its  mouth,  on  the  (outh 
ihore,  is  a  cove,  where  they  ftopped :  there,  was 
iituated  the  habitation  which  the  thicknefs  of  the 
wood  concealed  from  view.    On  the  ihouts  given 
by  the  men  belonging  to  the  canoe,  feveral  Ame-* 
ricans  ran   out;  'and   the  former   jumped    on 
fliore,  making  figns  that  they  would  foon  return. 
In  fa^,  they  did  not  keep  their  new  friends  wait* 
ing ;   but,  what  was  the  furprife  of  the  Freneh, 
when  they  faw  all  thefe  Americans  come  back 
drefled  in  the  Englifli  falhion !    Cloth  jacket,  petti- 
coat trowfers,  round  hat ;  they  might  have  been 
taken  for  Thames  watermen :    but  as  for  fufs, 
they  hadnone ;  nor  had  they  any  thing  too£fer  but 
a  few  fifhes.     AH  hope  inftantly  vaniflied ;  for  it  is 
well  known  that,  in  the  field  where  the  Englifli  have 
reaped,   there  remains  nothing  for  the  gleaner. 
AH  that  Captain  Chanal  could  obtain,  was  a 
very  handfome  otter-ikin  cloak  belonging  to  one 
of  the  men  in  the  calioe ;  and  it  was  very  evi- 
dent that  thefe  Americans  had  already  made  a 
great  progrefs  in  the  fcicnce  of  trade,  for  the 
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cloak  was  fold  very  dear.  But  he  had  hot  even  the 
iatisfadion  of  being  able  to  pay  dearly  for  two 
capital  (kins,  tanned,  or  rather  very  neatly  dreiTed, 
like  chamois  leather,  which  appeared  to  be  fawn 
or  rein-deer  ikins :  whatever  price  he  offered,  he 
could  not  prevail  on  the  Americans  to  part  with 
one.  He  then  quitted  the  harbour,  but  not 
without  the  regret  of  having  come  there  too  late. 

Captain  Chanal  came  out  by  the  fouth  paflage 
which  feparates  from  the  main  land  of  the  large 
iiland  the  fmall  ifland  of  the  channel  by  which  the 
harbour  communicates  with  the  open  fea. 

It  was  noon :  but  the  difpofition  of  the  land  did 
not  allow  of  obferving  the  meridian  altitude  of  the 
fun  in  order  to  afcertain  the  latitude  of  Port 
Louis  ;  it  was  deduced,  by  the  c  omputation  of 
the  boat's  run,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  day 
before ;  and  it  may  be  fixed,  by  approximation, 

at  53' 41.' 

The  two  extreme  points  of  the  gulf  which  con- 
tains  Otard's  Creek  and  Port  Louis,  and  at  the 
head  of  which  is  (ituated  this  latter  harbour,  lie,  in 
regard  to  each  other,  fouth-fouth-eaft  half  ead 
and  north-north-wefl:  half  wed :  their  diflance  is 
about  feven  miles.  A  fhip  that  wi(hes  to  reach 
Port  Louis  mud  range,  at  a  fuitable  diftance, 
along  the  north  coaft  of  the  gulf,  leaving  on  the 
ftarboard  hand  all  the  illands  of  the  fouth  part  of 
the  entrance.  At  the  head  of  the  gulf  are  per- 
ceived fome  high  chains  of  mountains.    The  coaft 
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is  bolid;  and,  from  the  fliore,  the  lands  rife  rather 
fuddenly.  From  the  channel  which  leads  to  the 
harbour,  is  difcovered  to  the  ea(l-fouth-ea(t  half 
fouth,  a  lofty  round  mountain  which  is  fome- 
what  remarkable,  and  may  ferve  as  a  land-mark. 

On  coming  out  of  Port  Louis,  Captain  Chanal 
followed  in  its  contours  the  fouth  coaft  of  the 
gulf,  and  paffed  between  the  main  land  of  the  large 
ifland  and  two  fmall  iflands  of  middling  elevation 
which  he  left  on  the  flarboard  hand  :  he  found  in 
this  channel,  quite  clofe  to  the  iflands,  fifteen  ffi- 
thoms  water,  over  a  bottom  of  fand  and  rock. 
When  he  had  come  abreafl  of  the  mod  fouthern 
of  the  two  iflands,  he  went  up  a  fmall  arm  which 
runs  into  the  main  land  of  the  large  ifland,  follow- 
ing the  direction  of  fouth-fouth-eafl  half  fouth ;  but 
it  was  impoflible  to  penetrate  very  far  this  way  i 
he  found  it  obflrufted  by  rocks.  He  faw  further 
on,  to  the  fouth-fouth-we(l,  a  lake  of  falt-water ; 
but  the  eye  did  not  reach  far  enough  for  him  to  be 
able  to  diftinguiih  the  point  where  it  terminates. 
The  natives,  with  whom  he  had  had  a  communi* 
cation  in  the  morning,  and  who  were  come  to  join 
the  long-boat  in  the  channel,  feemed  to  indicate 
that  it  communicates  with  the  open  fea  beyond  the 
fouth  point  of  the  gulf;  but  Captain  Chanal 
prefumes,  either  that  the  raiives  were  midaken, 
or  that  he  mifunderflood  theih;  and  as  <he  had 
no  hopes  of  meeting  with  any  other  inhabitants, 
or   of  obtaining  furs  in  the  environs    of  Port 
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Louis,  he  ftood  on  to  double  the  fouth  point  of 
the  gulf,  off  which  are  feen  two  flioals,  that  are 
about  a  mile  didant  from  it. 

On  doubling  this  point,  he  perceived  the  Solide 
(landing  to  the  northward  under  her  topfails  :  he 
continued   to   range   along   the  coaft,   the  wind- 
ings of  which  he  followed.     At  this  period,  the  weft 
point  of  Hipp  AH  Ifland  bore  fouth  by  eaft,  at  the 
diftancc  of  about  three  leagues ;   and  a  point  of 
t^e  main  land  of  the  large  ifland  fouth-fouth-eaft 
half  fouth,  diftant    two   leagues.     Between  this 
latter  point  and  that  along  which  Captain  Chanal 
was  ranging,  appeared  to  the  fouth-eaft  half  fouth 
a  deep  bight,   or  opening  for  which  he  fteered, 
But,  as  he  foon  found  that  it  would  net  be  poflible 
to  arrive  there  before  night,  which  was  approach* 
ing,  he  thought  of  looking  for  a  place  of  fhelteft 
He  difcovered  one  among  the  rocks  bordering  on 
the  coaft;  but   the  fhore  wzs  alfo  (kirted  with 
rocks,  and  to  reach  it  was  impradicable :  as  he 
could  not  latid,  he  determined  to  pafs  the  night  at 
:^nchor  on  a  fandy  bottom. 

On  the  30th,  Captain  Chanal  got  under  way 
before  day-break,  and  direfted  his  courfe  for  the 
opening  which   he    had  difcovered    the  evening 

before.  , 

In  ftcering  for  this  point,  he  perceived  a  canoe 
with  three  men,  which  put  off  from  the  north 
fliore,  and  foon  joined  the  long-boat.  He  pur- 
chafed  of.  thefe  iflanders  a  handfome<:loalc,  com- 
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pofed  of  three  otter-ikins,  a  (kin  ftill  freih  of 
the  fame  animal,  and  two  others  of  cub-otters. 
They  were  without  arms,  and  appeared  to  be  to- 
tally unacquainted  with  the  commodities  of  Eu- 
rope :  the  bargains  were  fpeedily  concluded  ;  the 
traders  feparated,  ;»nd  the  long-boat  continued  her 
(courfe.  The  foundings  were  thirty  fathoms,  over 
a  fine  fandy  bottom,  at  a  little  more  than  the  dif- 
tance  of  a  mile  from  the  north  coaft.  Captain 
Chanal  pafled  near  a  fmall  iiland  which  he  left 
on  the  larboard  hand,  and  on  which  were  feen  feve- 
ral  dogs.  On  doubling  this  ifland,  he  found  himfelf 
at  the  entrance  of  s^  channel  the  breadth  of  which 
is  not  quite  a  mile,  and  which  is  (hut  in  between 
high  and  bold  lands ;  he  foUpwed  it  for  the  length 
of  a  full  mile,  in  the  direction  of  fouth-fouth-eaft 
half  eaft,  whence  it  afterwards  turns  to  the  eaft 
half  fouth^  over  a  fomewhat  copfiderable  depth  of 
water  :  here  he  had,  on  each  fide,  lofty,  perpendi- 
cular mountains  ;  and  a  line  qf  fifty  fathoms^did  not 
reach  the  bottom.  A  canoe  which  was  perceived 
aftern  of  the  boat,  induced  him  to  flacken  her 
progrefs:  he  recogni;?ed  the  fame  iflanders  with 
whom  he  had  traded  a  few  hours  before  j  on  this 
occafion  he  bought  of  them  anpther  'otter>(kin 
ploak  of  inferior  quality;  this  is  all  that  they  bad 
been  able  to  colle£l.  For  want  of  furs,  they  had 
with  them  a  young  girl  of  fourteen  or  fifteen,  very 
dirty,  but  who  did  not  feem  difp)eafed  at  bdog 
l^rought  to  market.     ^   fpuzKl  m  purchafer. 
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They  gave  Captain  Chanal  to  underftand  that 
If  he  would  pufh  on  to  the  head  of  the  channel, 
he  might  there  procure  fome  furs.  The  fea-breeze 
had  fucceeded  to  a  rather  long  calm  ;  and  he 
availed  himfelf  of  it  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
place  pointed  out  by  the  Americans,  who  conti« 
nued  to  follow  the  long-boat. 

When  he  had  proceeded  about    a    mile,    he 
found  twenty-five  and  thirty  fathoms  water,  the 
bottom  rocky,  with   broken    (hells.     Here    the 
channel  grew  narrower :    its  direction  was  eaft* 
uortb-eaft   half  eaft ;    and  he   faw  himfelf  fur- 
rounded  on   all  fides  by  land.      The  depth  of 
water  increafed  again   to  fifty  fathoms,   over  a 
bottom  of  hard  fand  ;  then  he  had  forty-two  fa. 
thorns  with  the  fame  kind  of  bottom  ;  and  in  pro- 
portion as  he  advanced,  the  anchorage  became 
better  :  the  foundings  were  fucceflively  thirty-two 
fathoms,   (hells  and  fand  ;  thirty  fathoms,  mud ; 
thirty  fathoms,  black  fand  i  and   twenty-eight  fa- 
thoms, black  fand  and  ftiells.    He  was  not  farther 
than  three  quarters  of  'a  cable's  length  from  each 
(hore  of  the  channel  -,  and  at  the  diftance  of  two 
cables  Iqngth  ahead,  he  perceived  in  the  head  of 
the  bay  to  the  eaft-north-eaft,  a  beach  covered  with 
v^dure.      He  at  firft  thought  that  the  channel 
terminated  at  this  beach  ;  but  prefently  he  difco* 
vered  that,  in  this  part,  it  makes  an  elbow  and 
winds  to  the  north-north-eaft  half  eaft,  where  it 
fo^rms  a  fine  bafin,  an  excellent  harbour,  in  which 
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are  fifteen  fathoms  water,  with  a  muddy  bottom, 
and  ten  fathoms,  with  the  fame  bottom,  at  a 
fniall  didance  fropi  the  fhore,  which  is  formed  of 
pebbles. 

It  was  found  that  the  harbour,  after  having 
turned  to  the  north-north-ead  half  eaft  to  form  a 
bafm,  flill  extends  by  a  fmall  arm  towards  the 
north  half  eaft.  Captain  Chanal  prevailed  on 
the  natives  who  were  accompan\ing  him  to  repair 
to  this  quarter,  while  the  boat's  crew  were  getting 
their  dinner  ;  they  were  to  apprize  the  inhabitants 
of  the  arrival  of  flrangers,  and  engage  them  to 
bring  what  furs  they  might  have  to  difpofe  of. 
A  few  fmall  prefents,  made  beforehand,  and  others 
more  confiderable  p^ornift^d  afterwards  on  their  re- 
turn, determined  the  iflanders  without  difficulty  tp 
undertake  this  comm|fl3on.  They  acquitted  th^tn- 
felves  of  it  with  difpatch,  but  their  trip  pro. 
duced  nothing :  they  gave  the  ]^rench  to  under- 
fland  that  they  had  pot  met  with  a  fiiigle  inb^« 
t)itant. 

Captain  Chanal  wifhing  himfelf  to  afcertain 
th?  accuracy  of  this  report,  followed  the  coafl  on 
foot,  accompanied  by  two  other  Frenchmen ;  and, 
after  having  traverfed  a  fpace  of  half  a  mile,  he 
qame  to  the  place  w^ere  the; -channel  terminates. 
TTwo  rivulets  which  hav^  their  fource  in  the  neigh- 
bouring inountains,  flow  in  this  quarter;  the 
yrater  of  them  is  very  fine,  and  has  none  of  that 
^^ddifh  colour  which  had  b^en  r^marjf^d  |tt  tba^^ 
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of  all  the  rivulets  which  were  met  with  at  Cloak 
Bay,  and  before  at  TchinkitAnay.     They  had 
heard  the  barking  of  dugs  which  lucmed  to  indi- 
cate the  occupation  of  the  foil  by  men :  they  even 
difcovered  paths  which  had   been   made   in  the 
woods ;  and,  although  they  did  not  perceive  there 
any  traces  of  recent  (leps,  they  might  fuppofe  that 
this  part  was  inhabited,  at  lead  inland.     But  thefe 
figns  were   deceitful ;  and  whatever  fearch  they 
made,  as  far  as  they  could  penetrate,  they  neither 
difcovered  huts,  nor   appearances  of  inhabitants. 
They  could  not  but  be  aftonilhed  to  find   only  a 
folitude     in    a     place    where    dreams    of    fine 
water,  the  ihelter  of  a  good  harbour,  agreeable 
fites,  and  lands  which,  though   rather  high,  rife 
by  an  imperceptible  acclivity,  feemed  to  invite  the 
natives  to  fix  their  abode. 

Captain  Chanal  went  back  to  his  boat,  and 
dood  on  to  get  out  of  the  harbour.  Being  re- 
turned to  the  mouth  of  the  channel,  he  pafled 
the  night  in  the  fandy  cove  on  the  north  coad, 
whence,  the  canoe  which  carried  the  three 
Americans  with  whom  they  had  had  a  communi- 
cation, had  come  in  the  .morning. 

In  this  place  he  foUnd  the  vediges  of  a  deferted 
habitation,  and  the  remains  of  a  maufoleum,  or 
ntorai,  of  the  fame  kind  as  thofe  which  had  been 
feen  on  the  coad  of  Cox's  Channel;  feveral 
rofe-trdifes  fpread  over  thofe  ruins  their  branches 
%  flowers.  Of  thefe  were  didinguiflied  two 
*  H  «  3 
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fpedes :  the  former,  whofe  (lem  is  high,  may,  for 
the  leaf  and  the  fize  of  the  flower,  be  compared  to 
that  which  we  call  rofter  mufcade  (Damaflc  rofe- 
tree) ;  the  other,  which  is  not  fo  tall,  difiers  not,  in 
the  fame  refpefts,  from  our  rofter  de  Bourgogne  (Bur- 
gundy rofe-tree) :  both  exhale  a  flight,  but  agrees 
able  perfume }  their  flowers,  tinged  with  a  pale 
rofe  colour,  are  compofed  of  feveral  uniform  pe. 
tals }  and  both  are  armed  with  prickles.  Let  not 
the  reader  figure  to  himfclf  that  brilliant  flower 
V^hich  culture  has  improved  for  the  embellifliment 
nf our  gardens,  that  flower,  round  as  a  ball,  whofe 
weight  bends  like  a  bow  its  thorny  flem,  whofe 
corolla,  with  a  hundred  leaves,  charms  at  \)nce 
the  fight  and  the  fmell,  and  which  the  poets  have 
jufty  called  the  queen  of  Flora's  empire ;  but 
quite  fimple,  quite  difcoloured,  as  it  is  on  thefe  un- 
favoured lands  which  the  oblique  rays  of  the  fun 
warm  but  feebly,  the  rofe  is  Aill  the  queen  of  the 
flowers  that  benumbed  Nature  has  beeni  able  to 
give  to  thefe  climates.  w- 

The  harbour  which  had  jud  been  viflted  was 
named  Port  C«anal,  (Cha'nal's  Harbour) :  an 
obfervatbn  taken  on  the  3ifl,  at  noon,  places  its 
mouth  in  latitude  53**  34'.  ti  is  fuifitiently  fpa- 
cious  to  receive  three  or  four  fliips  which  might 
lie  there  at  anchor ;  and,  with  an  excellent  bot- 
tom, it  affords  the  bed  of  fhelter.  The  fea  theTe 
is  perfe£lly  fmooth ;  and  the  difpofition  of  the 
lands  is  fuch,  that,  at  no  time,  can  the  water  be 
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•gitated*    It  was  high  Tea  on  the   30th,  at  one 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  ;  and  as  this  day  was  the 
fecond  of  the  moon,  it  may  be  concluded  that  it  is 
high  water  there  at  twelve  o'clock  on  the  full  and 
change  days :  the  tide  rifes  only  feven  or  eight 
feet.     The  channel,    throughout  all  its  lengthy 
prefents  no  danger ;   and  clofe  to  its  (hores,  which 
are  bold,  is  a  confiderable  depth  of  waten    It  was 
found  that,  when  the  wind  blows  from  the  offing, 
it  winds  up  to,  and  is  felt  at,  the  very  head  of  the 
channel.     No   obdacle  can  therefore  be  experi- 
enced in  reaching  this  harbour  j  a  fliip,  before  fhe 
prefents  herfelf  at  its  mouth,  has  only  to  wait  till 
the  fea-breeze  is  fet  in.    She  might  rather  find 
fome  difficulty  in  getting  out  ]  but,  though  Captain 
Chanal  had  not  the  land-breeze,  and  though  a 
fog  had  prevailed  in  the  morning,  during  the  fliort 
ftay  that  he  made  there,  he  thinks  that  it  is  poffi- 
ble  that  this  breeze  takes  place,  and  that  it  is  even 
probable  that  it  is  fometimes  felt,  efpecially  during 
the  fumriier  months.     But,  fhould  the  land-breeze 
fail,  by  taking  advantage  of  the  ebb-tide,  and  with 
a  calm,  the  help  of  the  boats  would  be  fufficient  to 
get  a  veiTel  out  of  the  harbour  ;  and^  having  cleared 
the  channe^i  a  (hip*  may  warp  ahead  on  a  fandy* 
bottom,  and  be  placed  in  a  fituadon  of  getting  eafily 
under  fail  with  a  breeze  from  the  north-weft  of 
ij&rth-weft  by  north  (the  variation  being  allowed)^ 
which  mod  commonly  blew  all  the  time  that  the 
French  pafled  on  this  coaft*    A  weft-fouth-weft 
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courfe,  and  even  two  points  more  from  the  wind, 
takes  a  (hip  clear  of  all  land,  and  fairly  into  the 
ofHng. 

A  thick  fog,  which  was  not  difperfed  till  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3iftj  did  not,  before 
that  period,  allow  Captain  Chanal  to  quit  the 
cove  of  the  north  coall  of  the  channel,  where  he 
had  paiTed  the  nights  About  nine  o'clock,  he  per- 
ceived a  canoe,  conduced  by  five  men  ;  and  fliortly 
after,  he  faw  a  fecond  to  the  weflward.  He  was 
near  ^enough  to  both  to  hear  the  fongs  and  fhouis 
of  the  paddlers  j  but  the  canoes  feemed  to  fly 
when  the  long-boat  pulled  to  join  them.  Captain 
Chanal  thought  that,  bycea'fing  to  row,  he  might 
induce  them  to  ftop ;  he  waved  the  white  flag ; 
he  employed,  with  a  view  of  attracting  them, 
every  fign  of  peace  and  friendfliip  that  could  be 
devifed  :  all  his  invitations  were  ufelefs ;  the  Ame- 
ricans feemed  to  pay  them  no  attention.  They 
were  feen  to  land  among  the  rocks  which  ikirt 
the  coafl ;  the  boat  immediately  followed  them 
thither,  but  our  voyagers  neither  found  the 
men  nor  their  canoes,  which,  no  doubt,  they 
had  concealed  among  the  rocks,  or  perhaps  car- 
ried into  the  woods.  It  was  not  pofiible  for  the 
long-boat  to  land  on  a  coafl  guarded  by  rocks 
againft  which  the  fwell  of  the  offing  might  dafli 
her  tp  pieces.  Two  hours  had  already  elapfed 
from  the  time  when  the  firil  canoe  had  been  per- 
ceived )  and  as  this  day ^had  been  fixed  by  Cap. 
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tain  Marchand  for  thfe  boat's  return  to  the  (hip, 
Captain  Chanal,  before  he  effefted  this  junftion, 
had  only  the  time  neceflary  for  examining  the  part 
of  the  coaft  which  remained  to  be  vifited  as  far  as 
RENNtL's  Strait.  The  breeze  had  fixed  at  weft- 
north-weft  and  north-weft  by  weft  (allowing  for 
the  variation)  ;  the  weather  was  fine  ;  he  ftood  on 
towards  the  fouth  quarter,  in  order  to  complete  the 
furvey  of  the  country. 

The  obfervation  of  noon  gave  53"  36'  for  the 
latitude  ;  and,  at  this  time,  thrt  mouth  of  the  chan- 
nel which  leads  to  Chanal's  Harbour,  bore  fouth- 
eaft,  at  the  diftance  of  a  league :  from  this  bearing 
reduced  to  the  place  of  obfervation,  the  latitude 
of  the  harbour  was,  as  I  have  already  faid,  fixed 
at  53°  34'  6''.  At  the  fame  inftant,  the  extremities 
of  the  fmall  gulf,  at  the  head  of  which  is  fituated 
Chanal*s  Harbour,  bore  the  one  north  half  eaft, 
at  the  diftance  of  a  league,  and  the  other  fouth,  at 
an  equal  diftance.  This  fmall  gulf  prefents  a  few 
bays  or  coves,  as  well  in  the  fouth  as  in  the  north 
part ;  but  none  of  them  afforded  either  ftielter  or 
fafe  anchorage.  At  the  fame  time,  the  weft  point 
of  HiPPAH  Ifland,  for  which  the  boat  was  fleer- 
ing, bore  fouth  by  weft  at  the  diftance  of  two 
leagues.  Between  this  ifland  and  the  fouth  point 
of  the  gulf  that  Captain  Chanal  was  leaving,  the 
coaft  is  bordered  with  breakers  and  fmall  rocky 
iflots.  He  difcovered  a  bight  which  turns  to  the 
fouth-fouth-eaft  and  fouth-eaft  by  eaft,  and,  grow- 
ing 
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ing  narrower,  forms  the  ftrait  or  channel  that  fe* 
parates  from  the  main  land  of  the  large  illand  the 
eaft  part  of  Hippah  Ifland.  Captain  Chanal  had 
run  fix  miles  fmce  noon,  and  at  half  paft  one 
o'clock,  he  doubled  the  weft  point  of  the  ifland. 
This  point  is  terminated  by  breakers  and  a  rocky- 
ledge  from  which  rife  fea-leeks  and  tall  fuel;  he 
pafled  over  this  ledge  which  extends  a  mile  into  the 
ofEng,  and  found  on  it  ten  fathoms  water. 

He  rounded  Hippah  Ifland  very  clofely,  as  far 
as  the  mouth  of  the  channel  which,  to  the  eafl;- 
ward,  feparates  it  from  the  main  land  of  the  large 
ifland.  The  fonth-weft  part  of  Hippah  Ifland 
prefents  a  beach  bordered  with  rocks  which  ren« 
der  landing  impracticable  :  the  eaft  part  is  a  round 
mountain,  fteep,  and  yet  covered  with  trees  to  its 
very  Turn mit ;  the  fhores  are  rocky  and  perpendi- 
cular ;  it  feems  inacceflible  on  this  fide :  two  fmall 
huts  were  perceived  there,  but  no  inhabitant  ap« 
peared. 

Ca»Dtain  Chanal  fays  that  he  looked  in  vain 
for  that  redoubt,  or  Hippah^  which  is  mentioned 
in  Captain  Dixon's  journal ;  he  adds  that  he 
coafted  the  iflands  fo  near  that  this  redoubt  could 
not  poflibly  have  efcaped  his  refearches ;  and  he 
thence  concludes  that  it  does  not  exift.  I  fhould 
rather  conclude  that  it  no  longer  exifts  ;  for,  from 
the,  detailed  defcrlption  given  of  it  by  the  Editor 
cf  the  lin^^Iifn  journal  *  j   from  the  view  which 

•  Sec  Dixon^t  FoyagCt  page  205. 
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he  has  given  of  HiprAHlfland,  and  which  repre* 
fents  this  redoubt  as  buih  on  an  iflot  or  a  rock  near 
the  ifland,  it  is  not  poiTible  to  doubt  that  the 
Englifti  faw  a  fhelter  of  timber  work  Yupported 
by  ports,  which  they  call  a  redoubt ;  and  that  they 
even  examined  it  for  a  long  lime,  fince  they  took 
a  drawing  of  it,  the  engraving  of  which  is  feen  in 
DixoN*s  journal.  But  this  pretended  redoubt 
might  be  nothing  more  than  one  of  thofe  enclo- 
fures  of  palifades,  of  thofe  huts,  fuch  as  Captain 
Chanal  faw  in  Cox's  Channel,  and  the  materials 
of  which  the  natives  carry  with  them  when  they 
remove  their  travelling  habitations  from  one  place 
to  another,  according  as  the  objeft  of  fiftiing  or 
that  of  hunting  determines  them.    What  feems  to 

fuppoit  this;  conjedure,  is  that  Captain  Dixon 
traded  with  feveral  canoes,  carrying  about  thirty- 
fix  men,  which  had  all  repaired  from  Hippak 
Ifland  to  his  fliip,  and  that  he  purchafed  of  the 
iflanders  a  rather  confiderable  number  of  excel- 
lent cloaks,  and  feveral  other  furs  of  prime 
quality*;  whereas  Captain  Chanal  perceived 
no  inhabitant,  although  he  rounded  and  coarted 
the  ifland  very  clofely  from  the  weft  point  to  the 
eart. 

But  I  can  neither  coincide  in  the  opinion  of  the 
Editor  of  the  En^lifli  journal,  refpefting  the  moral 
charafter  of  the  natives  of  Queen  Charlotte's 

•  DiKOH't  Voyage,  page  206. 
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lilands,  nor  adopt  the  motives  on  which  he  grounds 
his  opinion  *. 

^*  A  number  of  circumftances  had  occurred/* 
fays  he,  "fince  our  firft  trade  in  Cloak  Bay, 
**  which  convinced  us,  that  the  natives  at  this  place 
••  were  of  a  more  favage  difpofition,  and  had  lefs 
•*  intercburfe  with  each  other,  than  any  Indians 
•*  we  had  met  with  on  the  coaft,  and  we  began 
**  to  fufpeft  that  they  were  cannibals  in  fome  de- 
gree. Captain  Dixon  no  fooner  faw  the  fortified 
hut  juft  mentioned,  than  this  fufpicion  was 
flrengthened,  as  it  was,  he  faid,  built,  exaflly 
on  the  plan  of  the  hippah  of  the  favages  at 
"  New  Zealand  (who,  as  is  well  known,"  eat 
**  their  prifoners).  The  people,  in  coming  along- 
•*  fide,  traded  very  quietly,  and  flrongly  impor- 
"  tuned  us,  by  figns,  to  come  on  (hore  j  at  the  fame 
"  time  giving  us  to  underftand  (pointing  towards 
**  the  eaft)  that  if  we  vifited  that  part  of  the 
"  coaft,  the  inhabitants  there  would  cut  off  our 
**  heads.  This  was  an  unqueftionable  proof,  that 
•'  they  were  at  variance  with  their  neighbours, 
**  and  their  hoftile  appearance  fufHciently  con- 
*'  firmed  it,  being  well  armed  with  knives  and 
fpears. 
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*  I  know  not  whether  this  opinion  be  that  of  Ca]^tftin  Dixo$i 
Eimfelf:  but,  as  this  journal  is  preceded  by  a  dedicatory 
cpiftle  from  the  captain  to  Sirjofeph  Bankt^ix.  muft  be  fuppofed 
that,  if  the  narrative  is  not  dilated  by  hina  or  written  under 
his  direAion,  at  lead  he  approved  and  adopted  all  its  contents* 
(DkffftV  Voy  ge,  page  206.)  ^ 

••  I  am 
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I  am  not  fond  of  hazarding  conjedures,  yet  I 
^^  cannot  help  remarking  that  though  the  behaviour. 
*^  of  thefe  people  was  harmlefs  and  inofFenfive, 
yet  their  attempt  to  perfuade  us  to  go  on  (hore 
i$  an  additional  proof  in  favour  of  my  fufpicion  ; 
*^  they  certainly  wanted  to  decoy  us  into  the  hippab, 
•'  and  there,  no  doubt,  we  (hould  have  been  in- 
**  ftantly  butchered." 

The  imagination  of  Dixon*s  hiftorian  is,  me- 
thinks,  much  difpofed  to  be  ilartled  and  take  the 
^larm.     Is  it  then  as  certain  as  he  appears  to  be- 
lieve, that,  when  iflanders  invite  you  to  vifit  their 
habitations,  it  is  with  the  project  of  there  butcher- 
ipg  you  f     Mod  affuredly,  I  ihall  always   recom* 
xpend  to  navigators  not  to  put  themfelves,  with 
imprudent  confidence,  in  the  power  of  the  un- 
known people  that  they  difcover,  even  of  thofe 
who,  on  a  fir  (I  interview,  (hew  themfelves  under 
the  mofl  ptepofTefTrng  exterior,  and  announce  dif> 
poHtions  the  mod  peaceable  and  friendly ;  but  it  is 
i^ot  fair  to  judge  thefe  people  without  having  tried 
them.     The  Editor  of  Dixon's  Journal  decides,  at 
£rrt  fight,  that  the  inhabitants  of  Queen  Char- 
j.OTT£*s  Iflands  are  cannibals,  becaufe  they  invited 
the  Englifh  to  go  on  (hore  :  but,  whatever  confi- 
dence he  may  have  in  his  own  difcernment,  we  muft 
be  permitted  not  to  participate  in  it,  when  we  fee 
Captain    Chanal,  Surgeon    Roblet,    and  the 
other    French  who  accompanied  them,  comply 
^ith  the  invitation  of  thefe  pretended  cannibals. 
.  '  "  vifit 
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vifit  their  habitations,  and  receive  from  them  no- 
ihing  but  civility  and  repeated  marks  of  good-will 
and  kindnefs.  Thefe  favages,  however,  were  not 
ignorant  that  this  handful  of  Grangers  whom  a 
fmgle  boat  had  landed  on  their  coaft,  without  a 
ihip  to  proteft  it  by  her  impofing  prefence,  pofleffed 
articles  of  the  greateft  utility  to  them,  well  calcu- 
lated to  make  them  yield  to  the  temptation  of 
getting  poffeffion  of  thefe  by  force,  fince,  having 
no  furs  to  offer  in  exchange,  they  had  no  other 
means  to  obtain  what  they  fo  much  coveted  :  yet 
thfcy  made  no  attempt  to  procure  for  thcmfelves 
\  \|j  thefe  commodities  by  violence  or  theft ;  nor  did 
\  t '"  they  even  appear  to  harbour  fuch  an  idea.  •  On 
^  -^he  contrary,   always    eagerly  attentive   to   their 

'  \  ,  ??"gu'efts,  without  being  troublefome,  they  feemed 
intent  only  on  difcharging  towards  them  the  duty 
of  hofpitality.  The  French  never  faw  them  either 
armed,  or  diflrudful ;  they  followed  them  into 
'  fheir  family  circles,'  and  found  them  good  huf- 
bands  and  good  fathers ;  they  lived  feveral  day8» 
as  it  were,  in  intimacy  with  them ;  they  (ludied 
them,  as  much  as  it  is  poifible  to  do  when  people 
can  expkun  thcmfelves  only  by  figns ;  and  every 
thing  that  they  relate  of  their  manners,  their 
cuftoms,  and  their  charader,  announces  a  hofpi- 
table,  mild,  intelligent,  laborious,  and  hidufhious 
people,  endowed  with  great  good  fenfe,  to  whom 
the  ufeful  arts  are  not  unknown,  who  join  to 
thefe  even  the  agreeable  onest  and  who  may  be 
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laid  to  have  already  made  manifeft  advances  to- 
wards   civilization.      Can    thei'e    teditnonies   be 
counterbalanced,  or  merely  v^reakened,  by  that  of 
a    navigator  who    had   but   a  glimpfe  of  thefc 
people ;  who  pafled  but  half  an  hour  off  Cloak 
Bay  to  trade  there  for  three  hundred  beaver-fkins, 
which  were  rather  given  to   him  than  fold ;  who 
trafficked  with  as  much  facility  for   fifteen  hun- 
dred other  furs,  in  running  along  the  coaft,  al- 
ways under  fail,  and  never  venturing  to  fet   his 
foot  on  fliore  ?  Certainly,  if  he  confidered  them 
as    cannibals,    although,    however,    they    never 
threatened  to  eat  him,  at  lead  he  could  not  have 
found  them  difficult  in  traffic  ;  for  he  had  all  their 
furs  for  the  price  which  his  good  pleafure  was 
pleafed  to  fix,  that  is,  for  almoil  nothing.    I  am 
not  an  apologilt  for  favage  people ;  never  have  I 
fallen  into  ecftafy  before  the  man  of  Nature  ;  never 
have  I  participated  in  the  opinion  of  certain  philo- 
fopheis  who   have  racked  their  imagination  and 
put  in  play  the  illufion  of  eloquence,  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  (hewing  him  to  us  as  the  mod  excellent  of 
men :  I  am  not  here  examining  whether   man  be 
good,  or  whether  he  be  wicked  through  his  nature, 
por  what  he  may  have  loft  or  gained  in  the  ftate  of 
great  focieties  ;  but  let  us  not  judge  fo  precipitately, 
and    without  knowing  thenH  the  people  of  that 
unhappy  America  which  has  fo  much  reafon  to 
complain  of  us.     If  it  were  poffibie  that  ever  aa 
^nciksui  t^ould  write  the  hiftory  of  his  country, 
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he  would  paint  that  man  of  the  Old  World,  that 
European  who  boads  of  his  civilization,  who  pro- 
claims philanthropy,  he  would  paint  him,  not  as 
eating  men,  although  it  be  not  proved  that,  in 
all  times,  he  has  abftained  from  the  pradice,  but 
as  caufmg  them  to  bedevoured  by  ferocious  animals 
which  he  has  trained  to  carnage ;  he  would  paint 
him  as  the  deftroyer  of  two  powerful  empires,  as 
the  executioner  of  their  fovereigns  and  of  their  in- 
umerable  inhabitants,  the  race  of  whom  he  has 
caufed  to  difappear  from  the  face  of  the  country 
that  gave  them  birth  ;  he  would  paint  him  in  (hort, 
and  with  rcafon  perhaps,  as  the  mod  deftrudive 
fcourge  that  ever  defolated  the  human  fpecies. 

After  having  rounded  Hippah  Ifland  to  the 
fouthward.  Captain  Chanal  examined  the  chan- 
nel which  feparates  it  frotii  the  main  land  of  the 
large  iiland.  At  the  fouthern  mouth  of  this  chan- 
nel, is  feen  a  (hoal,  and  a  rocky  ledge  en  which 
grow  fea-leeks  and  bamboos.  The  tide  which  was 
coming  out  of  it,  and  the  wind  that  was  blowing 
down  it,  drove  the  long-boat  violently  back  to  the 
fouthward. 

Captain  Chanal  direded  his  route  to  recon- 
noitre the  entrance  of  Rennel's  Strait,  and  wait 
at  this  place  of  rendezvous,  till  the  Solide  ap« 
peared  fufficiently  near  the  land  for  him  to  be  able 
to  join  her.  The  part  of  the  coaft,  comprehended 
between  Hippah  Ifland  and  the  entrance  of  Ren- 
^el's  Strait,  is  yery  high  a^4  fteep ;  it  exhibits  a 
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deep  bay,  at  the  hsad  of  which  is  perceived  a  fine 
beach  of  white  fand. 

At  half  part  three  o'clock,  he  difcovered,  at  the 
didance  of  two  leagues,  the  Solide  {landing  in  for 
the  land :  he  rteered  to  join  her,  and  at  five  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon,  the  long-boat  got  alongfide,  and 
was  hoiftedin. 

Before  I  refume  the  fequel  of  the  (hip's  voyage, 
i  (hall  prefent  all  the  various  produftions  of  the  foil, 
that  Captaiii  Chanal  faw  and  examined  on  the 
tveft  part  of  the  largeft  of  Queen  Charlotte's 
Iflands  which  he  furveyed,  and  which,  reckoning 
fi-om  the  fifty-fourth  parallel,  extends  firft  five 
Iciagues  to  the  fouthward,  and  thence,  takes  a  ge- 
neral di^eflion  to  the  foUth-fouth-eafl:  as  far  as 
the  latitude  of  53»  25'. 

All  this  part  of*  the  icoaft  is  covered  with  wood  ^ 
the  mountains  of  the  interior  prefent  the  fame 
afpeCt,  their  Tides  are  equally  wooded^  and  their 
fiimmits  only  are  naked,  and  appeared  fteril. 
l^ines  and  firs  of  a  vigorous  vegetation  prevail 
iti  this  immenfe  forcfl: ;  and  here  are  feen  inter- 
fperfed  the  birch,  a  fpecies  of  willow,  and  fome 
hai?el-trees  of  a  very  handforae  growth. 

In  the  different  places  where  our  voyagers 
landed,  they  found  feveral  (hrubs  and  plants  which 
grow  on  the  foil  of  France  :  the  ralberry-tree, , 
the  wild  curran^tree,  the  rofe-tree,  which  has 
been  already  mentioned,  celery,  parfley,  purflain, 
water-crefs,  dock,  great  centaury,  the   nettle,  a 
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fpecies   of  mallow,   a  -fpecies   of  fern,  the  root 
of  which  has  the  tafle  of  that  of  liquorice,  the 
lily  of  the  valley,  a  queen  daify,  like  the  firople 
daify  of  our   gardens,    and    a  few  other   plants 
which  the  journal  indicates  in  a  lump,  and  without 
any  particular  defcription :    they  were    aftoniflied 
to  fee  every  where,  fcattered   in  patches,  plants 
of  peas  and  vetches  ;  and  they  judged  that  they 
mud  be  a  natural  and  fpontaneous  production  of 
the  foil ;  for  it  is  not  to  be  prefumed  that,  if  fome 
other  navigator  befides  Dixon,  who  landed  no 
where,  has  vifited  this  coaft,  he  took  a  pleafure 
in  fowing  thefe  legumes  in  all  the  places  where 
their  plants  abounded*    They  ate  of  thefe  p^, 
and  they  perceived  no  differenc^j,  in  ppin,t  of  fa- 
vour and  delicacy,  from  thofe  which  are  eaten  in 
France.     They  grow  naturally,  like  thoCe  which 
were  feen  at  TchinkitAnay,  on  all  the  elevated 
fpots  of  the  ihore  in  open  places.    In  Chai«[al's 
Harbour  was  found  a  wild  apple-tree  which  bore 
fruit  of  a  fmall  fpecies.    Every  thing  concurs  to 
favour  the  idea  that  if  culture  excited  and  direded 
the  fecundity  of  this  land,  it  would  be  fuiceptible 
of  being  enricjied  with  the  greater  part  of  th?  pro- 
ductions which  procure  and  maintain  abundance 
on  the  portion  of  the  glote  that  the  French  inhabit. 
Sea  and  land  l}irds  appear  in  very  numerous 
flights }  they  are  of  the  fanie  fpecies  a?  thofe  which 
are  met  with  in  Cloak  3ay  and  Cox*s  Chan- 
nel.   Hunting  and  fifhin^  infure,  U  all  fegfons, 
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the  fubfiflience  of  the  natives.    Fifhes  abound  on 
the  coafl:  in   fuch  quantities,  that  half  an  hour 
vras  fufficient  for  taking,  with  two  lines  only,  all 
that  the  long-boat*s  crew  wanted  for  a  day's  con- 
fumption  ;  and  the  quality  of  them  was  excellent. 
The  French  did  not  make  a  flay  fulficiently  long 
to  be  able  to  judge  of  the  climate  of  this  coaft : 
all  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  is  that  during  the  time 
of  the  furvey  which  they  made  of  it,  the  weather 
was  conftantly  very  fine ;  on   (hore,  they  experi- 
enced during  the  day,  and  efpecially  during  the 
calm  that  prevailed  in  the  morning,  a  fenfible  heat, 
fuch  as  is  experienced,  in  the  latitude  of  Paris, 
in  the  months  of  April  and  May ;  and,  in  the  night, 
the  dews  were  very  copious. 

In  fpeaking  of  the  language  of  TchinkitAnay, 
I  mentioned  beforehand  the  numerical  terms  em- 
ployed at  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands,  fuch  as 
Captain  Chakal  could  collect  them  at  Cloak 
Bay ;  he  obferves  that  fome  of  thefe  terms  are 
common  to  the  other  parts  of  thefe  iflands  which 
he  vifited  ;  as  well  as  fome  other  terms  which  he 
was  able  to  catch,  and  by  which  the  natives  ex- 


prefs  the  follow 
Ouini 
Couteflt  - 
Nock  - 
Tefch  - 
Fe  check  - 
Smoguet  - 


ng  articles : 

-  .    -    A  prefent. 

-  -    -    A  waiftcoat  orjacket. 

-  -    -    Afur.         * 

-  -    -    Fire.^ 
.    .    .    A  box, 
.    .    -     A  chief. 
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The  fimilitude  of  numerical  and  other  terms* 
employed  equally  by  the  different  tribes  feparated 
from  each  other,  that  occupy  the  part  of  the 
coafts  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands  which 
Captain  Chanal  vifited,  feems  to  me  to  demon- 
ftrate,  againft  the  hazarded  opinion  of  the  Editor 
of  Dixon's  Journal,  that  thefe  tribes  have  an  ha- 
bitual communication  with  each  other  :  this  iden- 
tity of  language  might  alfo  piove  that  the  tribes 
which  inhabit  thefe  iflands  have  a  common  origin. 

The  operations  of  trade  had  been  very  languid 
on  this  northern  part  of  the  weft  coaft  of  Queen 
Charlotte's  Iflands ;  and  Captain  Marchand 
judged  that  traffic  would  not  afTume  more  a£tiyity, 
if  he  perfifled  in  following  the  track  of  the  £ng- 
lifli,  v/ho,  in  their  fucceffive  and  frequent  excur- 
iions,  mufl,  for  fome  time,  have  exhaufled  the 
riches  of  the  country.  He  therefore  renounced 
the  projed,  which  he  had  at  firft  had,  of  recon- 
noitring the  fouthern  part  of  the  iflands  as  far  as 
tape  James,  thus  named  by  Dixon  *,  which  ter- 
minates to  thefouthward  the  archipelago  of  QuESif 
Charlotte's  Iflands.  The  hope  of  procuring 
furs  on  the  coaft  of  the  continent,  at  Nootka. 
Sound,  which  was  then  thought  to  adjoin  to  it,  ap- 
peared no  better  founded  :  this  harbour  was,  for  a 
long  time  paft,  known  to  have  been  frequented  by 
the  Englifh,  difpatched  from  Asia  and  Europe, 


*  Before  named  Cape  Hector,  by  La  Pinufe. 


who, 


^Uguft  1791.]       MARCHAND's   70YAOE. 


485 


who,  in  fome  meafure,  had  taken  poflfeffion  of  it, 
and  would,  undoubtedly,  have  fettled  themfelves 
there  firmly,  and  have  made  it  the  centre  of  their 
fiir*trade,  had  not  Spain  oppofed  what  flie  called 
an  invafion  of  her  territory.  This  is  not  the  place 
to  examine  whether  it  be  fufficient  for  a  power  of 
Europe  to  have  reconnoitred  at  adiflancea  fo- 
reign coaft,  even  to  have  hoifted  there,  by  the 
way,  a  flag  on  the  fummit  of  fome  cape,  or 
planted  a  crofs,  to  the  report  of  cannon,  for  the 
vrhole  country  to  become  for  ever  its  exclufive  pro- 
perty ;  only  it  could  not  but  be  fuppofed  that  the 
vifit  of  the  Spaniards  had  carried  off  in  this  quar- 
ter, the  few  furs  which  might  have  efcaped  the 
refearches  and  avidity  of  the  Englifh.  All  thefe 
confid^rations,  and  others  of  which  I  am  perhaps 
ignorant,  mud  have  prefented  themfelves  to  the 
mind  of  the  French  captain ;  and  it  was,  no 
doubt,  after  having  weighed  them,  that  he  deter- 
mined not  to  begin  his  traffic  on  the  coafl  of  the 
continent,  till  he  reached  Berkley  Sound,  fitu- 

atied  to  the  fouthward  of  Nootk.v,  in  the  latitude 
of  49%  and  to  extend  it  from  this  point,  by  run- 
ning down  again  as  far  as  CapcMKNDoeiNO,  fitu- 
ated  between  the  parallels  o4^  41  and  42  degrees. 
He  might  hope,,  that  this  quarter,  ftill  almoft  un- 
known, had  not  been  vifiied  by  navigators  whom 
the  a0urance  of  a  mov^  abundant  harveft  had, 
mod  probably,  called  to  Queen  Charlotte's  ' 
Ifl^nds  J  he  might   HaitvH^  himfelf  that,  by  opera- 
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tions  well  conducted  with  a  people  who  m^ht 
Bot  have  traded  before,  he  would,  make  up  for 
the  time  which  he  had  ufelefsly  coofumed  in  fol^ 
lowing  a  beaten  track,  and  in  requiring,  from  ex- 
haufled  countries,  a  produce  which  could  nor. 
Ipnger  be  expe^ed  but  from  <me  where  the  £uf 
ropeans  had  nc>t  yet  made  their  harveft. 

Captain'MARCHAND  therefore  ftood  for  the  en- 
irano^  0f  Berki.ey  Soimd,  and  he  intended  to 
foltovir  the  coaft  to  the  fouthward  on  leaving  this 
hat*bourj  as  far  and  as  long  as  the  feafoh  fiiould 
alldw  •'.' 

"*0h  the  4th  of  September,  at  four  o'clock  ii\  the 
afternooii,  he  got  fijght  of  the  coaft  of  America, 
bearing  from  north-north- eaft  to  north-eaft  by 
ctift.  Two  fets  of  diftances  of  the  fuii  ar'd  moon,^ 
observed  at  twenty-five  minutes  paft  four,  gave 
12^"  58'  30"  of  weit  longitude;  and' the  latitude 
of  the  ibip  at  the  fame  infl:ant,  deducing  it  from 
that  which  hadi. been  obferved  at  noon,  was  49** 
41'.  This  poikion  placed  the  fliip  to  the  north" 
\vefl:  by  weft  of  B£r.kley  Sound,  to  the  weft- 
ngrth-weft  4°  wefl  of  Nootka  Sound,  at,  the 
difla^ce  of  ni^ie  leagues  from  the  latter,  and  about 
four  leagues ,  from  the  land  which  appeared  the 
nQare^t*    ,  .  '  - 

;    (^  See  KAff,XLn.,;> 

rf  %  Npjte  JpuiH^  and  the  Journal 0/ the  Rdntepoi  the  date 
of  the  4th  September  i^g^r. 
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Gdptain  Marchand  kept  the  fhip*s  head  to 
the  offing  during  the  night  j  and,  on  the  morning 
of  the  5th,  the  fog  which  enveloped  the  land  did 
Aot  allow  of  its  being  diftinguiflied  before  ten 
d^clock.  During  the  morning,  the  elements  ex- 
hibited to  view  various  fights:  whales  in  great 
numbers  were  playing  round  the  (hip ;  and  flocks 
of  ducks,  divers,  auks,  cormorants,  and  gulls 
were  crofling  their  flight  in  all  diredlions,  fome 
ikimming  the  furface  of  the  water,  others  winging 
theii*  way  through  the  air. 

■  The  colour  of  the  fea  appeared  all  at  once  to 
change  and  aflume  a  dirty  tint ;  but,  on  taking  a 
caft  of  the  lead,  no  bottom  could  be  (truck  with  a 
liae  of  eighty  fathoms. 

A  dear  interval,  at  noon,  allowed  of  an  obfer- 
vation  bemg  had  of  the  fun's  meridian  altitude, 
and  thence  the  latitude  of  the  ihip  was  found  to  be 
48"  51' :  her  longitude  deduced,  by  the  dead  reck^ 
oning,  from  the  obfervation  of  the  day  before,  was 
128"  56'. 

At  this  period,  was  diflinguiflied  to  the  north- 
ward a  bight,  which  Captain  Marchand  judged 
to  be  NooTRA  Sound  ',  and,  from  the  pofition  of 
the  ihip,  the  land  which  bore  eaft  by  north  could 
bfe  no  other  than  the  northern  extremity  of  Berk. 
tEY  Sound :  the  fog  ftill  prevented  him  from 
feeing  the  land  which  terminates  its  entrance  on 
the  fouth  0d^. 
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He  ran  in  for  the  land  till  five  o'clock  in  the  af- 
ternoon, and,  at  that  time,  he  flood  out  to  fea  till 
five  o'clock  the  next  morning. 

At  noon  on  this  day,  the  6th,  he  was,  by  obferr 
vation,  in  latitude  48"  59',  that  is,  within  a  minute 
of  the  parallel  of  Berkley  Sound,  from  which  he 
was  diftant  no  more  than  four  or  five  leagues  to 
the  weftward.  From  Nootka  to  Berkley 
Sound,  the  coail  appears  to  form  a  fort  of  gulfj 
terminated  by  lofty  mountains,  the  fummits  only  of 
which  were  perceptible ;  the  fog  concealed  the 
view  of  their  bafe.  He  difiinguifhed  feveral  open- 
ings which  might  afford  good  anchorage ;  they 
are  formed  by  high,  detached  lands,  that  feemAl  to 
be  nothing  but  iflands  near  which  there  appeared 
others  lower  and  fmaller.  But  the  fog,  which 
was  not  difperfed,  did  not  allow  Captain  Mar- 
ch a?^P  to  engage  with  the  coaft  in  order  to  recon- 
noitre it  more  clofely. 

In  the  afternoon,  he  ftood  to  the  offing  with  a 
faint  breeze  from  the  fouthward,  which,  at  four 
o'clock,  was  fucceeded  by  a  dead  calm.  As  the 
currents  fet  in  towards  the  land,  although  with  no 
great  velocity,  at  fix  o'clock  the  flream  ainchor 
was  dropped  in  fifty  fathoms  water,  over  a  bottom 
of  fine  black,  oozy  fand.  The  northern  point  of 
BERKLEY  Sound  then  bore  eaft  i  or  2'*fouth}  and 
the  nearefi;  land  was  ftom  two  leagues  and  a  half  to 
three  leagues  difiant. 
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r.  The  jiext  day,  the  7th,  at  fix  o'clock  in  the 
iporning,  ^ere  perceive4  five  canoes,  wliicU  had 
pome  from  the  part  of  the  coaft  that  bore  north?  1 
northreaft,  fteering  for  the  (hip  which  (hen  fticT 
cefiively  approached,  i  Each  of  thefe  canoes  car-*  / 
fied  fix  men,  all  of  a  certain  age :  in  that  which 
fir  ft  came  nea):  the  (hip,   was  a  man  fomewhat 
jno^e  a4vanced  in  year$,  who  (tood  up,  on  ap- 
proaching the  fide,  and  fang  for  feveral  minutes. 
In  thefe  five  canoes,  nQ  other  furs  were  feen  than 
fpme  tolerably  large  pieces  of  bear-lkin,  *  To  the 
eyes  of  thofe  who  were  in  them.  Captain  Ma  r- 
CHAND  ordered  feveral  European  commodities  and 
utenfils  to  be  difplayed,  and,  at  the  £ime  time» 
gave  them  to  underftand  that  he  wi(hed  to  have,  in 
exchange,  otter-Okins,  famples  of  which  he  exhibit- 
ed to  thep.  They  made  him  comprehend  that  they 
yrere  going  a  (i(hing ;  but  that,  if  he  would  repsur 
tp  an  opening  which  they  pointed  out  to  the  north- 
cfift  of  the  ppint  where  the  Solide  was  at  smchor, 
he  might  there  procure  (kins  of  the  fpecies  of  thofe 
^hich  he  required.     After  having  (lopped  near 
the  ^>P  fpf  half  an  hour,  they  dire^ed  their  route 
tpwards  the  offing,  where,  no  doubt,  they  were 
going  to  wait  for  whales ;   and  they  drew  up  in  a 
lyell-formed  line,  leaving  an  equal  interval  between 
each  cano^. 

Thefe  Americans  are  much  fairer  than  thofe 
who  inhabit  TchinkitAnay  Bay;  their  whole 
clothing  confided  of  rugs,  fome  of  which  were 
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woven  of  the  filaments  of  bilk,  and  others^  of 

wr\o\y  appeared^  from  thepat^drn,  to  be  of  Spa«- 

niih  mantii^dure  J    they  alfo  v^ore  neckradeis  of 

glafe-beads,  eaWp^dants,  and  bracelets  of  plaited 

bfafs  ^ire,>  £rein  which  hung  fomd  bobs  'Of  the 

ikme  mecal  f  they  fhewed  an  European  fifh^06lt; 

and  ga^eth^  French  to  underfland  that  tlk^  hzid 

it,  as  well:  as  their  woollen  blanketsr,  froiiy  a  (hip 

like'^  Si^LibE.    Some  had,  round  thei^  bead,  a 

piece  of  blue  ctothi,  twifted  after  the  inann^  O^the 

iis^tiiv«edof  Baabary.    Their  hatJ  of  rufli,  plaited 

like  tihofe'  of  the  Tcbinkitanayan«,    diffei^  from 

dM&  a  Uttlein  ihape^  which  is  that  of  a  fiower- 

poti turned  upfide-down,  with  ftrait    rims,* and 

terminated^  likie  a  bistt  in  its  upper  part.     Oar 

voyagers  did^notfee  theitr  Idnjg  enough  to  be  abltf 

to  examine  theiv  perfons  minut<^ly ;  they  appeared 

ftrongiy  made  and  robuft,  but' very  ugly  and  rather 

thin )  their  hair  is  black  and  ftraight:  five  or  fix 

orAf>  among  them  bad  their  face  fmeared  with  a 

fort  of  ochre. 

^^:Their  canoes  are  coiiftruded  with  dill  greater 
•^^  intelligence  and  art  thah  any  of  thofe  which  had' 
beenl  feen  on^  the  coaft,  although,  in  general,  all  the 
natives  of  this  quarter  excel  in  that  kind  of 
work :  they  are  likewife  larger.  They  are  from 
thirty  to  thirty-five  feet  in  length,  and  their  greatefl 
breadth  is  three  ket:  they  are  hollowed  out  of  a 
fmgle  trunk  of  a  tree,  and  the  ftem  is  raffed  by 
pieces  joiaediifmly,  and  in  a  workmanlike  mannier, 
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to  the  body  of  the  canoe:  the  after  part  is  termi- 
nated in  a  round  and  perpendicular  (tern :  they 
have  throughout  their  whole  length  a  flight  (heer  ; 
and  the  rifing  of  their  floor  forward  and  aft  is 
^(hioned  in  a  planner  fo  advantageous  for  goinign 
ihrough  th^  water,  that  an  European  builder  would 
not  difclaim  them :  and,  indeed,  they  m&ke  their 
way  with  furprifing  velocity.   All  the  work  of  them 
is,  h\  other  refpeds,  admirably  finlflied ;  and,  of 
the  five  canoes  which  the  French  examinedj  not 
one  made  a  drop  of  water.    An  idea  may  be  given 
of  thefe  little  veflels,  by  comparing  them,  foe  the 
figure  of  the  rifing  of  their  floor  forward  and  aft» 
to  the  boats  of  the  Catalonians,  or  to  the  pilot*^ 
boats  of  the  river  of  Bordeaux;  but  cKey  ar^ 
l[nanower,  and  have  the  gunwale  lefs  raifed  in  pro*; 
portion,  to  thpir  length  :  their  flem  is  alfo  mors, 
flasing  and  ftands  higher.    The  Americans  mov^ 
them  with  paddles  which  appear  intended  to  ferve 
both  for  an  oar  and  an  offenfive  weapon ;  for  the 
blade,  or  the  part  which  is  dipped  into  the  water, 
IS  terminated  in  a  point ;  and,  on  the  whole,  this 
paddle  berrs  a  refemblance  to  a  lance. 

No  other  weapon  was  feen  in  their  canoes,  nor 
any  other  European  commodities  than  thofe  which  v  f,||J^ , 
have  been  mentioned.  But  their  implements  for 
fifhing  particularly  attra£lpd  the  attention  of  the 
French  feamen.  A  flrong  lance,  twelve  or  thirteen 
feet  long,  cut  to  a  point  at  one  of  the  ends,  and 
ftrengthened,  at  certain  diflances,  by  broad  woold- 
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iogi)  ptf  cord  which  afford  to  the  hand  points  of 
led,  and  prevent  it  from  flipping ;  two  or  three 
lances,  more  flender  and  without  being  (trength- 
cned,  but  of  the  fame  length  (  two  or  three  pieces 
of  rope  of  two  inches  or  two  inches  and  a  half  in 
circumference ;  an  equal  number  of  leathern  bot- 
tles, thr«p  feet  Jong  by  fifteen  inches  diameter, 
liiled  with  air;  laftly,  a  cheH:  containing  har- 
poons, lines,  filh-hooks,  and  other  fifhing  gear, 
^oropofed  the  equipment  of  each  of  the  canoes. 
^  On  the  requefl:  of  the  French,  the  natives  were 
A*  't  eager  to  explain  to  them,  in  the  beft  way  they 
\^^-  %  aodld,  the  ufe  which  they  make  of  all  this  furni- 
tut-e ;  and,  as  well  as  our  voyagers  could  compre- 
hend^ this  is  the  manner  in  which  they  proceed  in 
their  great  whale-fiftiing.  The  ftrong  lance,  which 
may  be  called  their  unerring  lance,  is  intended 
fer  ilriking  the  whale,  when  he  prefents  him- 
fglf  on  the  fur&ce.of  the  water;  and  never  does 
ai>  4n^cripan  fail  to  wQund  him  at  the  firil 
flioke:  jnflantly,  the  fighter  l^mces  are  em- 
ployed  for  4^ni!(\g  the  harpoons,  to  each  of 
which  is  faft^ned  one  of  the  long  pieces  of  rope  : 
the  other  end  pf  the  line  is  fixed  to  one  of  thofe 
I^rge  bladders  filled  with  air;  this  fort  ofbal- 
loons,  floating  on  the  wafer,  ceafe  not  to  indicate 
the  place  where  to  find  the  whale,  dead  or  woundi 
ed,  that  has  carried  with  him  a  harpoon :  and 
the  fifliermen,  direfled  by  this  fignal,  follow  him 
vp,  and  celebrate,  by  fongs  of  joy,  their  vi^ory 
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and  conqued  *.     But  the  moft  difficult  is  not, 
undoubtedly,  to  deprive  the  mender  of  life;  it 
remains  for  them  to  get  poflefllon  of  him  t  and  it 
would  never  be  believed,  if  we  were  not  aflured 
of  the  fa£t,  that  with  (kiflfs  fo  flight  and  ticklifli,  as 
canoes  hollowed  out  of  the  trunk  of  a  tree,  a  few 
men  fliould  fucceed  in  dragging,  the  fpace  of  four 
or  five  leagues,  an  enormous  mafs,  and  contrive  to 
run  it  on  fliore  on  a  beach  where  they  can  cut  it 
up :  it  cannot  be  believed  that  it  was  given  to  men, 
who  are  not  fons  of  gods,  to  exe:ute,  with  the  fole 
help  of  their  hands,  thefe  real  kibours  of  Hercu- 
les.   It  feems  that  Nature,  by  particularly  ap- 
propriating  the  whale  to  the  cold  feas  which  wafli 
the  boreal  and  auflral  ihores,  meant,  in  fome  mea- 
fure,  to  indemnify  and  confole  thofe  unfortunate 
countries    to  which  die   has  refufed  the  gift  of 
fertility,  by  endowing  their  inhabitants,  in  a  fupe- 
rior  degree,  with  the  courage  and  dexterity  ne- 
ceflary  for  attacking  and  conquering  the  animal 
that  is  to'  fupply  a  part  of  their  wants,  and  whofe 
impofmg  bulk  and  formidable  agility  ihould  feem 
to  fecure  him  from  the  enterprifes  of  an  enemy 
comparatively  fo    weak  as    man.      We  fee  the 
Greenlander,  like  the  Triton  of  the  fable  who  pa- 
rades  his  bud  on  the  waters,  alone,  encircled  to 
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*  It  appears  that  the  proceedings  employed  in  whale-filhing 
by  the  natives  of  Berklby  Sound,  differ  little  from  thofe  of 
the  inhabitants  of  Nootka,  which  have  been  defcribed  hj 
Captain  Mtarct.     {See  his  Voyage,  page  258  and  following.) 


the 


494  l^ARCUAKD')  VOYAOJ!.  t^^*  I79>^ 

the  waifl  in  his  (kin*fack,  identified,  in  a  man^ 
ner,  with  his  leather  iki£f  which  is  fcarcely  above 
the  level  of  the  waves  and  which  he  moves  and 
manages  with  a  double  paddle,  we  fee  him  attack 
with  boldnefs,  and  conquer  by  ikill,  a  living 
mountain,  a  moniler  whofe  immenfe  mouth  would 
be  fuificient  to  fwallow  up,  like  a  gudgeon,  the 
&iff  and  the  Greenlander. 

On  the  arrival  of  the  American  canoes,  Captain 
Marchano  had  at  firfl  flattered  himfelf  that  they 
brought  furs :  but  of  thele  they  were  entirely  de- 
ftitute;  and  he  was  Ibon  certain  that  the  only  mo- 
tive of  their  vifit  was  to  gratify  the  curiofity  of 
thofe  who  conducted  them.  At  ten  o'clock  in  the 
morning,  two  other  canoes  approached  the  fhip ; 
the  people  in  them,  contemplated  her  for  a  few 
moments,  and  purfued  their  route. 

The  place  where  the  Solioe  had  anchored  in 
the  ofHng,  was  fituated  to  the  weftward  of  the 
northern  point  of  Berkley  Sound,  at  the  dif- 
tance  of  two  leagues  and  a  half  or  three  leagues. 
Captain  Marc  hand  would  willingly  have  re* 
mained  at  anchor  till  the  moment  when  a  favour- 
able wind  fhould  permit  him  to  gain  the  harbour ; 
but  an  appearance  of  bad  weather,  and  a  (Irorg 
weflerly  fwell  which  began  to  a0e£t  the  (hip,  deter- 
mined him  to  get  under  fail  and  (land  out  to  fea, 
by  means  of  a  light  breeze  that  blew  from  the 
fouth-fouih*eaft. 
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He  ran  in  for  the  land  again  the  next  day  when 
the  wind  was  favourable  to  his  courfe  y  but  the  fog 
did  not  yet  allow  him  to  fteer  for  the  entrance  of 
Berkley  Sound,  which  could  not  be  perceived^ 
and  for  the  pofition  of  which  in  regard  to  the  fliip 
he  depended  folely  on  the  dead  reckoning.    A 
clear  interval  which  occurred  in  the  afternoon,  ad- 
mitted of  the  land  being  feen ;  and  the  entrance 
of  Berkley  Sound  was  difcovered  to  the  north- 
eaft  by  eaft,  at  about  four  leagues'  diftance.     At 
the  fame  inflant,  was  perceived,  a  league  and  a  half 
ahead  of  the  fhip,  a  three-mafled  veflel.    Captain 
Marchand  judged  that  (he  was  coming  out  of  the 
harbour  where  he  intended  to  trade,  or  of  fome 
hay  in  its  vicinity  :  and  the  courfe  (he  was  (leer- 
ing to  the   fouth-fouth-eaft,  left  no   doubt  that 
her  project  was,  like  his  own,  to  vifit  the.fouthern 
parts  of  the  coaft.    It  was  therefore  nearly  de- 
monflrated  that  he  would  there  be  anticipaited  in 
every  place,  as  he  had  been  in  the  northern  parts ; 
and  he  relinqui(hed  the  idea  of  going  into  Berk- 
ley Sound.     Captain  Marchand  conceived  that, 
in  this  (late  of  things,  what  was  of  moft  confe- 
queiice,  was  to  get  the  ftart  in  the  markets  of 
China  of  the  (hips  which  had  got  the  ftart  of  him 
oh  the  coaft  of  America,  and.  to  endeavour  to 
compenfate  for  the  fmallnefs  of  the  cargo  by  the 
advantageous  price  that  might  be  obtained  for  ir. 
This  cajculatipn  was  the  more  juft,  as  it  might 
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be  conddered  as  probable,  that,  feveral  ot  the 
trading  fhips  arriving  at  the  fame  time  on  the  coaft 
of  China,  the  competition  of  the  venders  would 
caufe  the  furs  td  fall  to  prices  vety  much  beloW 
their  ordinary  value  in  trad6,  or  neceflltate  their 
being  ftored«  in  order  to  wait  for  an  opportunity 
which  might  promift  a  more  favouraible  lale  and  a 
profit  IfePs  uncert£(in. 

The  refolution  of  quitting  the  coaft  was  com- 
municated by  Captain  Marchand  to  his  principal 
officers,  imd  obtained  general  approbation.  He 
determined  thkt,  without  ^ny  falrther  delay,  he 
would  dire£);  iUs  courfe  for  China  ;  chait  he  would 
endeavour,  by  carrying  a  prefs  of  fail,  to  fborteh 
the  duration  of  the  paflage]  imd  that  he  would 
flop  at  the  Sandwich  Iflands,  only  the  time  ab- 
fblutely  neceflary  for  procuring  the  ihip ,  the  fup- 
plies,  and  the  crew  the  refrefliments  of  which  they 
might  (land  in  need; 

The  (hip  that  had  been  perceived  continued  to 
follow  the  courfe  which  (he  was  (leering  on  com- 
ing out  of  Berkley  Sound  •,  (he  did  not  make 
known  by  a  flag,  to  what  nation  (he  belonged ;  but, 
as  it  could  not  be  doubted,  from  the  (ight  of  the! 
blankets  Worn  by  the  Americans  who  had  vifited 
the  Solioe,  that  they  were  of  Spani(h  manufac- 
ture, our  voyagers  Were  perfuaded  that  the  (hip 
they  had  feen,  was  one  of  t^e  frigates  which  the 
Spani(h  government  had  difpatched  from  Cadiz, 
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before  the  Solide  had  quitted  France  ♦.  All  the 
public  papers  of  Europe  announced,  at  the  time, 
that  the  velTels  here  indicated  by  Captain  MI'vr- 
CHAND,  were  deftined  for  a  Voyage  of  Difcovery  ; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  fufped  and  even  to  believe, 
that  the  Chevalier  de  Malespina,  to  whom  was 
intruded  the  command  of  the  expedition,  had,  be- 
fides,  particular  and  fecret  inftruftions  to  vifit,  mod 
minutely,    all  the  north-webt  coafl:  of  Ame- 
rica; to  afcertain  whether  the  Englifli  were  not 
undertaking  to  form  there  fome  clandeftine  fettle- 
ment ;  and  to  acquire  certain  information  refpe^t- 
ing  the  facility,  the  prefumable  extent,  and  the 
produce  of  the  fur-trade,  in  order  that  the  Coun- 
cil of  Castillb  might,   one  day,  examine  and 
weigh  in  its  wifdom,  whether  Spain  (hould  not 
enter  into  competition  in  that  trade,  and,  in  the  ex* 
ecution  of  this  projed,  turn  to  account  the  happy 
fltuation  of  the  Philippin::s,  which  muft  balance 
with  advantage  that  of  the  fettlements  which  the 
Englifti  poflefs  on  the  coad  of  Hindostan  and  in 
Bengal. 

But,  as  Captain  Marchand  did  not  \vifti  that 
theilrange  (hip  fhould  be  able  to  judge  of  his  rout^ 
by  his  manoeuvring,  he  continued  to  (land  in  for 
the  land  till  night ;  and,  when  he  was  certain  that 
the  darknefs  would  no  longer  allow  of  his  being 

•  It  was  fouufl,  in  the  fequel,  that  the  veffcl  fecn  by  the 
Prench  belonged  to  the  Umled  States » 
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perceifed,  he  direaed  his  route  for  China,  and 
took  hU  departure  from  the  latitude  of  48*  4^' 
north,  and  longitude  of  ia8«  48'  weft  from 
Paris  •. 

•  Sm  NoU  XLIV. 
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CHAPTER     VI. 

ConjcSlure refpe^ing  th  manner  in  j'/jid  ihe  Nor. I*. 
Weft  Coaji  of  America  mayhaie  hen  peopled-'-' 
General  views  of  this  Coq/i  aiiii  of  hoth  Amcac^s 
in  regard  to  civilization 

'y  HE  weft  coaft  of  North  Amrric,  a,  a  know^ledgc 
of  which,  though  pofterior  by  three  wuvid^id 
years  to  the  firft  difcovery  of  the  New  Ccmaiient, 
was  obtained,  towards  the  clofe  of  tMs  century, 
deferves  that,  before  we  take  leave  of  it,  we  fhould 
conftder  it  under  feme  general  poinrsof  \iew,  tiKl 
refearches  mor^  multiplied,  and  carried  to  1  greater 
depth,  have  enabled  us  to  examine  it  under  par- 
ticular relations.      A  comparifon  of  the  notions 
which  we  have  acquired  of  that  part  of  tha  coaft 
comprehended  between  the  lifty.ff.crind  anl  tl?« 
fifty-feventh   parallels,  and  ol  the  ifhud^  which 
are  fituated  in  its  vicinity,  has  led  me  to  form  a 
conje^ure  refpeding  the  manner  in  which  this 
portio!!  of  the  viwrn  border  of  America  may 
have  been  psupled,  and  refpefling  the  origin  of 
the  difFjrer.t  tribes  which  are  at  this  day  diflemi- 
nated  over  its  vaft  extent. 

The  people  who  inhabit  the  north-west  coaft 
of  America,  at  the  period  of  the  difcovery,  by 
no  means  appeared  in    that  ftate   of  primitive 
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fimpHcity  which,  perhaps,  v/as  known  on  our  con- 
tinent only  in  the  chimerical  defcriptions  of  our 
poets :  they  were  even  no  longer  in  the  firft  infancy 
of  fecial  life.  The  man  of  nature,  the  man  of  the 
forefts,  is  not  taken  up  with  trifles,  or  fuperflui- 
tles ;  the  want,  ever-reviving,  of  providing  for  his 
fubnilence  abforbs  all  his  moral  and  phyfical  facul- 
ties :  the  man  even  who  begins  to  unite  himfelf  in 
family  focieties  has  not  yet  any  other  ideas  than 
thofe  the  obje^  of  which  is  the  prefervation  of 
himfelf  and  his  family*  But,  on  the  north- 
west coafl:  of  America,  we  have  found  houfes 
with  two  (lories,  fifty  feet  in  length,  thirty-five 
feet  in  breadth,  and  twelve  or  fifteen  feet  in 
height  *,  in  which  the  aflfemblage  of  the  framing 
and  the  (Irength  of  the  wood  ingenioufly  make  up 
for  the  want  of  the  more  folid  materials  which,  in 
ordei'  to  be  detached  from  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tains or  extraded  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth, 
require  machines  too  complicated  for  the  Ameri> 
cans  to  have  been  already  able  to  have  invented 
tliem :  we  fee,  in  the  fmall  iflands  which  would 
fcarcely  be  thought  habitable  f*  each  habitation 
with  a  portal  that  occupies  the  whole  elevation 
of  the  fore-front,  furmounted  by  wooden  ftatues 
ered,  and  ornamented  on  its  jambs  with  carved 
figures  of  burds,  fiflies,  and  other  animals ;    wc 


*  See  page  400,  and  following  of  ihia  lolume. 
f  Ibidi  page  403. 
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there  fee  a  fort  of  temples  *,  monuments  in  honour 
of  the  dead  f ;   and,   what,   undoubtedly,  is   no 
lefs  aftonifhing,  pictures  painted  on  wood,  nine 
feet  long  by  five  feet  broad,  on  which  all  the  parts 
of  the  human  body,  drawn  feparately,  are  repre- 
fented  in  different  colours ;  the  features  of  which, 
partly  effaced,  atteft  the  antiquity  of  the  work,  and 
remind    us   of  thofe   large   pictures,  thofe    em- 
blematical   paintings,    thofe  hieroglyphico   which 
ferved  the  people  of  Mexico  in  lieu  of  written 
hiftory :  all  the  articles  of  furniture  in /ufe  among 
the  natives  are  covered  with  various  Ornaments  of 
carved>work,  intaglio,  and  in  relief,  and  fpecies  of 
hieroglyphics ;  and  thefc  ornaments  are  not  deffi- 
tute  of  agreeab'^^nefs  and  of  a  fort  of  perfection  J  ; 

dreffes, 

*  See  page  408,  of  this  volume. 

f  Hid.  pages  407  and  408. 

:J:  The  editor  of  Dixon's  journal,  whofe  voyage  embraces 
the  whole  of  the  north'iuejl  coaft,  from  Nootka  Sound  to 
Ctfoi's  River,  tells  us,  when  he  is  treating  of  this  coaft  in  gene- 
ral, that  *'  the  Indians  are  very  fond  of  ma(ks  or  vifors,  and 
'*  varioi'.s  kinds  of  caps,  fuch  as  birds,  beafts,  fifties,  and 
<*  fometimes  reprefentations  of  the  human  face ;  they  have 
**  likewife  many  of  thefe  devices  carved  in  wood,  and  fomc 
*•  of  them  far  from  being  ill  executed."  j 

**  Whether  or  no  they  make  ufe  of  any  hieroglyphics  to 
"  perpetuate  the  memory  of  events,"  adds  he,  "  I  cannot 
*'  fay  ;  though  their  numerous  drawings  of  birds  and  fifties, 
*'  and  their  carved  reprefentations  of  animals  and  human 
<*  faces.'  might,  perhaps,  warrant  a  fuppofition  of  the  kind* 
<*  Many  of'  thefe  carvings  are  well  proportioned^  and  exettUed 
"  toith  a  confiderahk  degree  of  ingenuity,  which  appears  rather 
*•  txtraordinary  amongji  a  people  fo  remote  from  civilized  refine- 
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drefTes,  (ludied  and  whimfical,  but  very  complex 
and  viiried,  are  referved  for  games,  feftivals,  cere* 
monies,  and  battles  *  :  laflly,  among  thefe  people 
are  found  flutes  or  ParCs  pipes ^  with  eleven  tubes ; 
and  the  harp,  that  complicated  inftrument,  was 
known  there  in  ancient  times,  fmce  they  have  the 
teprefentatlon  of  it  in  fome  of  their  carvings. 
Thus  architedure,  fculpture,  painting,  and  muHc, 
are  found  united,  and  in  fome  meafure  natural* 
ifeed,  in  a  country  whofe  inhabitants,  ia  other  re- 
fpefls,  ftill  appear  in  the  ftate  of  favages. 

It  is  not  in  purfuing  the  animals  of  the  forefts> 
that  the  inhabitant  of  the  north-west  coaft,  who 
at  this  day  appears  to  make  hunting  his  principal 
,  occupation,  becaufe  want  dilates  it,  can  have  ac- 
quired the  idea  of  a  compound  architedure,  and 
of  that  taAe,  that  talent  of  imitation.  The  nunter, 
on  returning  from  his  fport,  reds  himfelf,  eats, 


"  nient.  But  then  we  muji  conjider  that  on  the  north-ive/l  coafi 
••  of  America  this  art  is  far  from  hein^  in  its  infancy  ;  a  fond- 
«*  liicfs  for  carving  and  fculpture  was  difcovcrcd  amongft  thcfe 
••  people  by  Captain  Cook  :  iron  implements  were  then  alfo 
*•  in  ufe  ;  and  their  knives  are  fo  very  thin  that  tWey  bend 
"  them  into  a  variety  of  forms,  which  anfwcrs  their  every 
•'  purpofe  nearly  as  well  as  if  they  had  recourfe  to  a  carpen* 
'*  tcr*8  tool-chcft.  At  what  period  iron  was  introduced  on 
«  this  coaft  is  very  uncertain,  but  it  muft,  doubtlefs,  be  a 
"  confiderable  time  ago ;  and  I  may  venture  to  affert  that 
«*  their  implements  are  not  of  Englifli  manufaftuPe,  fo  that 
«♦  there  is  lutle  doubt  of  their  being  obtainetl  from  the 
«»  Ruffians."     (See  Lixon's  Foyage,  pages  242  %\\^  243.) 

•  S'wpagc  333  of  this  volume. 
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and  ileeps ;  the  hut  which  fcarcely  fufHces  for  fliel- 
tering  him  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather, 
fufHces  alfo  for  his  habitual  abode,  and  he  ndther 
endeavours  nor   thinks  to  enlarge  or  adorn  it: 
luxury,  fiiperfluities,  and  the  agreeable  arts,  even 
rudely  executed,  belong  only  to  the  man  who, 
having  leifure,  is  tormented  by  the  want  of  employ- 
ing his  idlenefs.    It  may  therefore  be  concluded ' 
that  the  people,  at  this  day  given  up  to  hunting, 
among  whom  the  tafte  of  thefe  arts  is  prevailing 
and  their  general  employment,  have  not  created 
them  in   the  folitude   of  the  woods ;  that  they 
brought  them  thither  from  fome  other  place ;  that 
they  have  borrowed  them  \  and  that  it  defcends 
not  originally  from  a  people  who  have  been  no> 
thing  but  hunters. 

If  we  examine  the  inhabitants  of  the  korth«  i 
WEST  coafl:  in  moral  points  of  view,  we  difcover 
other  veftiges  of  ancient  civili2ation.    We  find,  in 
the  languages  fpoken,  a  multiplicity  of  words  which 
favage  people  have  not,  and  which  befpeaks  the 
abundance  of  their   conceptions  *  :   we  are  ado- 
niflied  at  the  advancement  of  their  reafon,  which 
renders  them  capable  of  feizing  abftra£t  ideas  f, 
explained,  as  it  were,  by  figns  and  gdlures,  fince 
they  are  thus  conveyed  to  them  by  ftrangers  who 
fbarcely  know  a  few  words  of  the  language  of 
him  who  liftens,  '.nd  the  only  one  that  he  un- 
derftands :  we  admire  the  efforts  of  genius  ftrug- 


*  Stt  page  364  ofthitvoIimi«. 
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gling  \vith  little  mean?,  and  yet  with  fuccefs,  againfl 
great  difficulties  *  ;  in  their  naval  iirchitedure,  a 
perfeflion  which)  in  mii^iature,  equals  that  of  oursf; 
in  the  mahageiiieht  of  their  canoes,  a  dexterity 
that  we  could  fcarcely  match ;  in  all  their  handi- 
craft  works,  a  degree  of  refinement  and  a  finifh 
that  denote  an  induflry  anciently  improved  by 
principles  which  time  has  not  been  entirely  able 
to  dedroy :  their  fmgular  intelligence  and  fkill  in 
bartet  |j  their  cunning  even,  lead  us  to  think  that 
this  kind  of  traffic  is  of  a  remote  date  among 
them  ^  and  that  it  is  not  we  who  have  introduced 
it :  in  f^,  irt,  the  fixed  and  determined  idea  which 
they  have  of  property  §,  inclines  us  to  prefume  the 
exiflence  of  a  fort  of  focial  compact;,  diflated  by 
Nature,  fandioned  by  Reafon,  and  obferved  among 
them  more  religiouily,  perhaps,  than  if  penal  laws 
comrhatided  its  obfefvance. 

If  ever  we  come  tounderftand  the  different  lan- 
guages fpoken  on  the  different  points  of  the  coafl, 
perhaps  in  thofe  concerts  in  parts  which  they  repeat 
in  a  family  way,  after  their  meals  and  in  the  hours 
^of  refl  II,  and  in  which  each  by-flander  mingles 
his  voice,  with  a  compofure  of  the  fenfes  which  an- 
nounces that  of  the  mind,  perhaps  we  fhali  difcover 
fome  trace  of  their  origin,  or  the  fable  that  ferves 
them  in  lieu  of  hiflory  j  thefe  fongs  may  be  an 


*  See  page  405  of  this  volume,  and  preceding. 

f  Ibid,   page  346.  , ,    J  JtiJ%  page  358. 

§  Itid,  page  359.  II  Ibid,  page  354.  - 
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oral  tradition,  as  well  as  their  hieroglyphics  a 
written  one;  a  people  who  fing  are  a  poetical 
people  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that,  in  all  countries, 
poets  were  the  firft  hiftorians,  and  that  the  firft 
hiftory  was  nothing  more  than  a  colkftion  of 
fongs. 

For  want  of  a  gui3e,  let  us  try  in  the  dark,  in 
the  obfcurity  which  envelops  the  firft  information 
that  the  prefent  pofleflbrs  of  Mexico  acquired  at 
the  time  of  their  invafion,  whether  we  fhall  not 
find  fome  point  of  reft  on  which  we  may  hazard 
a  furmife  that,  if  it  appear  fufficiently  welU 
founded,  may  at  leaft,  by  calling  to  tftis  object  the 
attention  and  the  inquiries  of  the  learned,  give  rife 
fome  day  to  a  more  fubftantial  conjeflure. 

If  it  be  true,  as  every  thing  feems  to  prove, 
that  Asia  peopled  the  weft  coaft  of  North  Ame- 
rica ;  if  we  are  to  place  any  faith  in  the  traditions 
which  the  Mexicans  had  concerning  their  own 
origin,  and  which,  imperfeft  as  they  were,  had 
been  prefer ved  v;ith  more  care  and  defer  ved  more 
confidence  than  thofe  of  any  people  of  the  two 
Americas,  we  might  believe  with  them  that  their 
anceftors  came  from  a  diftant  country,  fituated 
to  the  north-weft  of  their  empire  :  they  even 
pointed  out  the  different  places  where  thefe  ftran- 
gers  had  flopped  in  advancing  gradually  into  the 
provinces  inland ;  and  this  is  precifely  the  route 
which  they  muft  hav«  held,  fuppofing  that  they 
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came  from  the  north  of  Asia  *.    In  fa£l,  the  tranf* 
migration  mufl  have  begun  to  be  effected  on  the 

northern 

*  The  defcription  which  the  Mexicans  gave  of  the  peifon^ 
of  the  mannerstand  of  the  mode  of  h'fe  of  their  anceftofs  at  this 
period*  is  the  faithful  piAure  of  the  favage  tribes  of  the  Tartar* 
&om  whom  they  are  fuppofed  to  be  defcended.  {Roitrtfom*g 
Hi/lorjofJHterica,  Book  IV.) 

According  to  davigero  (Jfi/fory  ofMeMCo)  the  tradition  of 
the  Mexicans  implied  that^  previ«ully  to  the  foundation  of 
the  Cmpire^  tow^ards  the  year  1 1 6o»  they  inhabited  a  country 
calkd  Axtlaiit  fituated  to  the  north  and  not  for  from  the 
Gulf  of  Calif ornia  (this  is  thepofition  of  the  norib-Wffl  coaft 
nf  America  to  the  north  of  the  VtrmRom  Sta).  In  advancing 
towards  the  fuath  they  at  firft  crofled  the  Rio  Cohratft,  which 
has  its  mouth  at  the  top  of  the  Gulf  of  CaRfirmiay  then  /«  Gifpa, 
which  is  a  branch  of  the  Cohrado;  and  this  latter  paflage  was 
made  in  a  place  where  are  ftill  feen  the  remains  of  a  great 
ftm6ture  which  they  had  raifed.  (5irrthe  Englifli  tranllation 
•f  Ctamgtro*^  work>  under  the  tide  of  Hiftfj  of  Miatuot  cot* 
IfScdfrom  Spaniflk  aud  Mtxieau  Bjfiuriant,  &c.  Lobdor^  1787. 
vqL  ii.  pages  208  to  2 1  a  ) 

The  ignoranre  of  the  conquerors  of  MeatkOf  wTm>»  in  their 
expeditions,  had  no  other  oh]t&  than  to  find  and  coltefl  goId» 
haa  left  in  ohfcurity  the  annals  of  this  empire :  amid  the 
thick  gloom  which  furrounds  its  cradle*  we  can  only  diftin* 
gttifli  that  its  foundation  is  not  ancient  ;  and  in  referring  it 
to  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  century  of  the  Chriftutn  era» 
we  carry  it  back  as  far  as  conjeAures  and  probahiUtScft  can 
authorize. 

According  to  Dr.  Reinbold  Ftrfier  **The  ancient  Mexicana 
<*  and  Peruvians  feem  to  be  defcended  from  thofe  nations 
**  whom  Kublai-  Kban  fent  to  conquer  yaptm,  and  who  were 
**  difperfed  by  a  dreadful  ftorm ;  and  it  is  probable**'  aidds'  he» 
**■  that  fome  of  them  were  thrown  on  the  ooaft  of  jhuriea, 
**■  and  there  formed  thofe  two  great  empires*  il/ouev  and  Ptn^** 
{Ztt  Reinhald  Forfiet*t  Oijervatioas,  Seepage  316.) 

However 
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northern  parts  of  the  weft  coaft  of  America  ;  and 
foon,  infenfibly  attra^ed  by  the  allurement  of  a 
progreffive  increafe  of  heat,  towards  the  places 
which  the  fun  lights  longer  and  fecundifies  by  its 
prefence,  part  of  the  tranfplanted  Afiatics  may 
have  reached  the  fertile  plains  of  Mexico,  where 
the  beauty  of  the  climate  and  the  richnefs  of  the 
foil  muft  have  determined  them  to  fix  their  abode. 
But,  when  terror  which  marched  before  Coiites, 


However  juft  the   deference  we  muft  have  for  an  opinion 
broached  by  Dr.  Forfler,  I  could  not  propofe  to  adopt  this: 
in  fait,  when  we  know  the  fort  of  vcflels  which  Kublai-Khaa 
may  have  been  able  to  difpatch  from  the  coaft  oijlfia  in  or- 
der to  fend  them  to  conquer  JapaUf  when  we  know  the  con- 
{lru£lion  of  the  Chinefe  junks  atid  the  manner  of  navigating 
them,  we  cannot  conclude  mlhForJlerf  that  it  is  probable  that 
thefe  junks,  after  having  been    difperfed  by   a    ftorm,  wer« 
driven  three  thaufand marine  leagues  from  the  place  whence  they 
took  their  departure,  touched  on  the  north- 'weficoaH  of  Ame- 
rica, and,  after  a  pafTage  of  four  thou/and  leagues,  arrived  on  the 
coaft  of  Peru  :  we  may  even  obferve  that,  to  reach  this  latter 
poiat,  they  would  have  to  crofs,  diagonally,  againft  the  wind* 
•11  the  part  of  the  torrid  zone  comprehended  between  jifia 
•nd  Amerita  ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  even  for  modem  (hips 
and  navigators,  this  paflage   would  prefent  great  difficultiett 
and  require  too  confiderable  a  portion  of  time  for  us  to  be  aUe 
to  fuppofc  that  the  junks  were  provided  with  the  quantity  of 
provifions  and  water  neceflary  for  fo  long  a  run.     I  add  that 
the  paflage  of  the  Afiatics  into  America  by  the  fliips  o(  KuUm- 
Khan  would  fcarcely  be  more  probable,   if  it  were  meant  that 
the  whole  of  the  junks  had  landed  on  the  north  •zuefi  coaft,  or 
even  on  that  of  Mexico;  for  the  men  who,  in  this  hypothefis, 
would'be  fuppofed  to  have  founded  the  empire  of  the  fouth, 
would  have  had  to  travel  about  a  thoufand  leagues  by  land  (and 
by  what  roads ! )  in  order  to  repair  from  Mexico  to  Peru, 
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Hrho  came  from  the  eaft,  drove  the  Mexicans  front 
the  centre  of  the  empire  towards  the  points  of 
the  circumference  oppofite  to  the  courfe  of  the  de^ 
folating  torrent,  then  a  part  of  the  new  Americans 
muft  have  gone  towards  the  north-weft,  rather 
than  towards  the  fouth-eaft  where  ihe  country,  too 
much  confined  between  the  two  oceans,  and  occu- 
pied by  inaccetfible  mountains,  afforded  too  little 
Ipace  to  fli,:^ht,  too  few  refources  for  the  wants  of 
life  I  like  the  defcncelefs  flock  purfued  by  a  wild 
beaft,  their  routed  families  mud  have  quickened 
their  fleps,  and  not,  have  Aopped  in  [their  courfe 
till  there  was  no  land  before  them.  Having 
teached  thecoafls  wafhed  by  the  GreatWestern 
Sea,  they  have  fcattered  themfelves  over  this  im- 
menie  border  where  the  ocean,  on  the  one  hand, 
and  the  forefts,  on  the  other,  offered  them  a  dou- 
ble mean  of  fubfiftence ;  and  they  muft  have  left 
in  the  intervals  of  the  fettlements  which  they  form- 
ed according  to  the  different  direftions  that  they 
had  kept  in  their  flight,  fome  of  the  primitive 
fettlenients  of  the  various  tribes  who  had  not  been 
able  to  quit  the  coaft  at  the  period  when  others 
bad  fbrfaken  it  in  order  to  form  an  empire. 
Happy  ftill  thofe  whom  an  irrefiftible  force  drove 
away  from  their  natal  land  !  Happy  to  find  again 
in  the  ancient  forefts  of  their  forefathers,  an  afy- 
lum  againft  the  inquifition  of  cupidity,  againft  ty- 
ranny, and  flavery,  whichj  of  the  fineft  empire  of 
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the  New   World,  in   an   inftant,   but    perhaps 
for  ever,   made  a  vafl  I'olitude ! 

It  is  not  therefore  without  the  fphere  of  proba« 
bility  that  the  north-west  coast  fhould  reckon 
three  fpecies  of  inhabitants ;  of  the  firft  date,  the 
men   who  might  belong  originally  to  the  very  fo3 
of  America,   if,  however,  we  are  to  adopt  the 
opinion,  that  this  large  country  had  its  own  men 
or  aborigines,  as  it  has  its  animals  and  its  plants : 
of  the  fecond  date,    the  Afiatics    of  the  north, 
whofe  tranfmigration   is    atteded  by  the  ancient 
chronicle  of  Mexico  :    laflly,  and  of  the  third 
date,  the  Mexicans  who  had  fled  for  refuge  to  the 
"coaft  after  the  deftruAion  of  their  empire.     But,  if 
we  may  judge  from  the  notions  which  we  have  ac- 
quired refpe^ing  this  part  of  the  New  Continent, 
the  lafl:  fpecies  of  inhabitants  appears  to  pre\'ail 
over   the  firft  two:   every  where,    as  has  been 
feen,  appear  the  traces  of  an  ancient  civilization ; 
every  thing  indicates  that  the  men,  with  whom'  we 
haVe  had  an   opportunity  of  being  acquainted, 
have  belonged  to  a  great  people ',  and  that  this 
people  were   not  a  nation  of  hunters ;  for  they 
were  fond  of  the  agreeable  arts,  and  knew  how 
to  multiply  the  produdlions  of  them :  in  fliort,  the 
tribes  which  at  this  day  we  meet  with  difleminated 
over  the  north-west  coaft,  feem  to  be  the  re* 
mains  pf  a  large  fociety ;  and  this  large  focietycan 
be  no  other  than  that  which  the  union  of  a  great 
number  of  wandering  hordes,  aflembled  u^der  a 
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chief,  had  formed,  three  centuries  ago,  in  the  va(t 
plains  of  Mexico,  where  they  had  built  cities  and 
founded  an  empire. 

This  conjedure  nay  appear  hazarded  ;  and  as, 
till  now,  the  information  which  we  have  acquired, 
j^refents  in  its  fupport  no  proof  that  cannot,  if  not 
be  deftroyed,  at  lead  be  combated,  I  ought  not  to 
endeavour  to  defend  it  by  thofe  fubfidiary  and  far- 
fetched means,  by  which  fome  men  frequently  en- 
deavour to  prop  a  fyflem.  I  (hall  confine  myfelf 
to  anfwering  two  objections  which  I  have  ftarted 
againft  myfelf,  and  which,  doubtlefs,  might  occur 
to  others. 

The  firft  is  the  diverfity  of  the  languages  Ipoken 
on  the  K0RTH-w£ST  coaft  of  America,  which, 
at  very  little  diftances,  differ  abfolutely  from  each 
other.  For  inftance,  the  language  of  TchinkitA. 
KAY,  as  has  been  feen,  appears  to  have  no  affinity  to 
that  of  NooTKA,  which  is  at  no  great  diftance, 
nor  even  to  that  of  Queen  Charlotte's  Iflands 
which  are  at  a  dill  lefs  didance ;  and  we  might 
think  omfelves  judified  in  concluding  from  this 
difference,  which,  in  general,  is  a  tolerably  certain 
indication  of  the  difference  of  origins,  that  the  tribes 
that  occupy  thefe  three  points  of  the  coad,  al- 
though very  fimilar  at  this  day,  cannot  have  had 
Si  common  origin. 

I  ihall  hrd  anfwer  that  the  identity  tf  languages 
may  probably  prove  the  identity  of  origin ;  but 
that  their  diverfity  is  not  always  a  proof  that  the 
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origin  of  the  people  is  not  common :  travel  along 
the  Gulf  of  Gascon Y,  the  weft  coaft  of  France, 
from  Brest  to  Bayonne,  you  will  hear  fpoken 
three  languages  which  have  n«t  between  them  any 
fiiniUtu4c,  Bos  Breton,  Frewh,  and  Bifcayan,  would 
you  thence  conclude  that  the  inhabitants  of  this 
coaft  have  not  a  remote  common  origin  ? 

Do  not  therefore  conclude,  from  the  inhabitants 
of  TchinkitAnay,  thofe  of  ^ueen  Char. 
lotte's  Iflands  and  thofe  of  Nootka,  fpeaking 
different  languages,  that  the  men  fettled  at  this 
day  on  the  three  points  of  the  coaft,  come  not 
from  Mexico  in  their  remote  origin.  I  even  find, 
for  this  difference  of  languages,  feveral  explanations 
which,  I  think,  will  not  appear  forced. 

Firft,  I  obferve  that,  if,  as  is  probable,  the  re- 
fugees frotn  Mexico,  on  their  return  into  their 
ancient  country,  intermingled  the  new  fettlements 
which  they  formed,  with  old  fettlements  of  the 
primitive  inhabitants  of  the  coaft,  originally  their 
anceftors,  they  may  probably  have  brought  back 
thither  no  remnant  of  the  primitive  language  which, 
for  a  long  time  paft,  may  have  ceafed  to  be  theirs :  it 
is  well  known  that  the  favage  nations  have  a  very 
rade,  very  circumfcribed  language ;  and  it  is  na- 
tural to  fuppofe  that  the  firft  Afiatico-Americans 
of  the  north-west  coaft,  after  having  eftablifhed 
a  great  empire  in  Mexico,  muft,  in  order  to  ex- 
prefs  their  new  ideas,  have  created  a  language, 
and  even  feveral  particular  dialects,  in  which  the 
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words  of  the  firft  language,  wbich  may  have  been 
uicorporated  into  it,  mufl,  by  getting  polilhed  by 
the  way,  have  been  disfigured  to  fuch  a  degree, 
that  they  are  become  incognizable  to  the  primitive 
inhabitants  of  the  coad,  as  the  primitive  language 
»  itfelf  become  incognizable  to  the  refugees  of 
Mexico  who  fpoke  the  new  languages. 

But  I  go  farther :  and,  fupporting  myfelf  by 
the  teHiniony  and  authority  of  the  learned  Ci.a- 
TTGERO,  who,  in  his  History  of  Mexico,  tells  us 
that,  on  the  fpace  which  the  empire  occupied,  were 
reckoned  thirty-five  idioms  abfolutely  different  from 
•ach  other*,  I  (hall  fay  that,  even  fuppofing  that 
aUi  the  tribes  which  at  prefent  occupy  the  north- 
west coafl:  as  far  as  the  elbow  and  the  ben^  of 
the  New  Continent  towards  the  wed,  came  laterly 
froiu  Mexico,  and  that,  in  former  times,  there 
had  not  remained  on  this  coaft  any  of  the  tranf- 
planted  Afiatics,  ftill  it  would  not  be  aftoniiliing,  I 
ihall  even  add  that  it  would  be  in  the  order  of 
things  and  events,  that  thefe  tribes  (hould  fpeak 
languages  abfolutely  different ;  for  the  tranfmi- 
gration  mufl:  have  principally  taken  place  in  the 
provinces  the  mod  remote  from  the  centre  of  the 
empire,  where  the  fword  had  deftroyed  or  fubdued 
every  thing,  from  thofe  of  the  weft,  of  the  north, 
and  even  of  the  fouth  :  now,  it  is  probabb,  and. 

•  The  reader  will  not  be  furprlfcd,  at  this,  If  he  refleA  that 
the  Mexican  nation  was  formed  of-thc  union  of  a  great  number 
of  waadcring  hordes  who  had  aiTembled  under  a  citief. 

*  '  I  might 
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I  might  even  fay  that  it  is  proved,  that  in  Mexi- 
co, which,  in  this  refpeft,  is  not  likely  to  differ 
from  the  empires  of  Europe,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  frontiers  did  not  fpeak,  nor  even  underftand 
the  language  of  the  capital,  fmce  there  were  reck- 
oned   on   the  territory  which  it  occupied  thirty- 
five  idioms  abfoliirely  different ;  and  it  is  known 
that  a  vqry  fmall  diftance  is  fufficient  for  conftituting 
an  entire  difference  between  the  languages  of  two 
portions  of  the  fame  country.      Thus,  fuppofing 
even  that   the   whole  of  the  north-west  coaft 
were  at  thij;  day  inhabited  only  by  Mexican   re- 
fugees, if,  as  we  mud  imagine,  they  come  prin- 
cipally from  different  points  of  the  frontiers,  the 
diverfity  of  the  languages  is  rather  a  proof  in  fa- 
vour of  their  Mexican  and  common  origin,  than 
it  would  be  an  objeflion  againft  this  conjedure. 

Thus  it  is  that  we  explain  very  naturally  how 
NooTKA  and  Tchinkitanay,  though  diftant 
from  each  other  only  about  forty  leagues,  may 
have  idioms  abfolutely  different ;  and  how,  at 
Queen  Charlottk's  Iflands,  though  fuuated 
between  thofe  two  points,  and  feparated  from  the 
continent  only  by  an  arm  of  the  fea  which  is  not 
more  than  twenty  leagues  wide,  there  may  be 
fpoken  a  third  language  which  bears  no  refem- 
blance  whatever  either  to  that  of  Nootka,  or  to 
that  of  Tchinkitanay. 

"We  find,  as  is  feen,  feveral  caufes  of  the  diver- 
fity which  is  remarked  in  the  languages  of  the 
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NORTH-WEST  coaft }  and  no  reafon  prefents  itfelf 
that  comradifls  the  conje^ure  of  the  tranfplanta- 
tion  to  this  coafl:  of  a  part  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Mexico  ^fter  the  deftrudfon  of  the  empire.  It 
may  fo  happen  that  fome  of  thefe  different  idioms 
may  be  the  mother-tongue  of  the  Afiatico-Ameri- 
cans,  the  primitive  inhabitants  of  the  north- 
west coafl,  that  of  which  iome  trace  might  be 
again  found  of  the  principal  language  of  Mexico, 
whither  fuch  of  the  firft  inhabitants  as  abandoned 
the  fea  (hore  mud  have  repaired  :  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  it  is  particularly  in  the  iflands  that  it 
may  be  preftrved :  for  thofe  of  the  tranfplanted 
AHatics  who,  originally,  may  have  fettled  jhere, 
muft  have  been  lefs  inclined  to  quit  the  fea,  in.  order 
tofpread  themfelves  over  the  interior"bf  the  conti- 
nent, than  thofe  who  were  wandering  about  the 
coaft :  the  iflander  is  fenfible  of  the  value  of  an 
infulated  country,  of  the  advantage  of  that  wide 
ditch  which  furrounds  him  and  proteds  him  from 
an  invafion  or  a  furprife :  and  feldom  is  he 
tempted  to  trcnfplant  himfclf  to  the  continent, 
where  he  muft  be  apprehenfive  of  finding  neigh- 
bours, enemies,  and  too  frequently  a  mafter  and  an 
oppreflbr;  It  is  alfo  in  an  ifland,  in  that  to  which 
NooTK  A  belongs,  that  we  find  the  language  which 
appears  to  have  the  moft  affinity  to  the  Mexican 
j-ongue ;  and  this  too,  of  the  three  places  whofe 
■^ioms  we  have  compared  *,  is  that  which  is  neareO' 


*  Sec  page  380  of  tlus  volume. 
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to  MEXICO.     We  might  therefore  imagine  that 
NooTKA  has  preferved  the  primitive  language  of 
the  Afiatico- Americans,  and  that  a  few  words  of  it 
have  pafTed  into  the  principal  language  of  Mexico. 
Anderson,    who  has  compiled  a  vocabulary  of 
the  language  of  Nootka,  with  which  Captain 
Cook    has  enriched  the  journal    of    his    third 
voyage  *,  tells  us  that  "  from  the  few  Mexican 
words  he  was  able  to  procure,  there  is  the  mod 
"  obvious  agreement,  in  the  very  frequent  termi- 
**  nations  of  the  words  in  /,  th-\,  or  as,  throughout 
"  the  language."     "  May  we  not,"   fays  Cap- 
tain King,   who  fuperintended    the  printing  of 
,  CooK*s  Journal,  "  may  we  not,  in  confirmation 
"  of  Mr.  Anderson's    remark,    obferve,    that 
"  Opulfzthl^  the  NooTKA  name  of  the  fun  j  Vit' 
"  ziputzli,  the  name  of  the  Mexican  divinity,  to 
"  which  they  gave  the  titles  of  omnipotent,  of 
*'  Lord  of  the  world,  have  no  diftant  affinity  in 
"  found  ?"    I  think  that  we  might  improve  on 
the  remark  of  Captain  King,  and  fay  that  this 
analogy  is  fo  manifeft,  fo  near  the  identity,  that 
the  learned,  accudomed  to  itudy  languages,  to 
compare  them   with  each  other,  and  to  deduce 
from  this  comparifon,  affinities  either  near  or  re* 


•  Cool't  Third  f^oyage,  vol.  ii.  page  336. 

f  Which  the  EngUfh  write  ithl.  A  fpeclmen  may  be  feen 
of  the  numerical  terms  of  Neolia  vrhich  I  have  mentioned  in 
page  380  of  this  volume  of  the  final  letters  of  the  words  Ma- 
quoltht,  eight,  and  TfaiuaquuhhU  nine,  ire  Mexican. 
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mote,  might  find  m  the  two  words  mentioned  more 
than  one  trait  of  refemblance,  whether  in  the 
words  themfelves  confidered  grammatically,  or  in 
the  objeds  and  in  the  idea  of  which  they  are  the 
expreffion. 

I  will  not  pufli  farther  this  difcuffion,  the  fub- 
jeft  of  which  I  have,  in  a  manner,  only  pointed 
out ;  it  would  require  an  explanation  that  would 
carry  me  beyond  the  limits  to  which  1  muft  con- 
fine myfelf :  it  may  be  fufficient  for  me  to  have 
partly  (hewn  in  what  has  juft  been  faid,  that,  if  the 
different  tribes  diifeminated  over  the  north-west 
coaft  of  America  fpeak  not  the  fame  tongue, 
if  their  languages  offer  not  even  any  fimilitude,  it 
muft  not  thence  be  concluded  that  the  greater' part 
of  thefe  tribes  came  not  from  Mexico  after  the 
deftriiftion  of  the  empire :  the  difference  of  the 
languages  may,  as  has  been  feen,  be  accounted  for ; 
and  k  would  fortify  rather  than  weaken  the  con- 
jedure  of  the  tranfmigration  from  Mexico  to  the 

cotift; 

*  We  might  obtain  knowledge  more  direft,  inform- 
atiwi  more  precife  refpefting  the  inhabitants  of  the 
NORTH-WEST  coaft  throi'gh  the  Englifh  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company  :  eftablifhed  in  this  inland  fea, 
the  circumference  of  which  they  occupy  exclufive- 
ly,  and  which  runs  upwards  of  three  hundred  ma- 
rine leagues  into  the  interior  of  NoRrn  America, 
through  latitudes  which  are  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
fome  of  the  known  parts  of  the  north- wjjst  coafij> 

they 
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they  might,  by  puflilng  their  fettlements,  or  merely- 
their  furveys,  towards   the  weft,  gradually  reach 
the  coaft  of  the  Great  Bork ai.  Ocean.     We 
fee  in  the  general  charts  of  the  world,  publiftied 
in    1790  and    1794,   by  the   Englifli  geographer 
Arrowsmith,  that  the  agents   of  the  Company 
have  already  extended  their  excurfions  as  far  as 
two  hundred  leagues  to  the  weftward  of  the  weftern 
coaft  of  Hudson's  Bay:  it  is  well  known  that 
having  already  reached  Stony  Mount,  they  have 
difcovered  paflages  through  this  chain  of  moun- 
tains ;  and  there  remains  not  a  fpace  of  more  than 
two  hundred  leagues  to  traverfe,  for  the  communi- 
cation between  the  eaft  coaft  and  the  weft  to  be 
open  and  known.     If  thefe   vaft  deferts,  where 
fcattered  hordes,   honoured  with  the  name  of  na- 
tions, occupy  here   and  there  fmall  diftrifts,  can 
ever  become  practicable  to  Europeans  j   if  ever  the 
eye  of  a  philofophic  obferver  can  penetrate  into 
them,  perhaps  it  will  become  poflible  to  difcover 
fome  trace  of  the  progrefs  which  the  population 
of  North  America  has  followed  ;  to  learn  by 
what  means  the  inhabitants  of  the  north-west 
coaft  had  procured  the  iron  and  copper  with  which 
they  were  found  to  be  provided  before  the  arrival 
of  the  firft  European  veflels  qu  their  coaft,  and 
what  communications  they  maintained  with  the  na- 
tions that  occupy  the  interior,  and  perhaps,  from 
tribe  to  tribe,  with  thofe  of  the  eaft  coaft ;  to  de- 
termine, in  Ihort,  that  fort  of  line  of  demarcation 
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vrhich  mufl:  exifl;,  although  partly  effaced  by  time, 
between  the  men  of  Europe  who,  in  former  ages, 
peopled  America  frojn  the  eaft,  and  the  men  of 
Asia  who  peopled  it  from  the  weft, 

But  this  is  dwelling  too  long  on  a  dream;  I  mufl 
not  forget  that  the  intereft  of  the  fciences  and  the 
progrefs  of  human  knowledge  will  always  find  an 
invincible  adverfary  in  the  mercantile  intereft  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  :  the  fear  of  admit  • 
ting  ethers  to  a  (hare  of  a  lucrative  trade,  renders 
them  cautious,  to  an  excefs,  not  to  fuffer  its 
fources  to  be  known  ;  and  the  learned  of  their  own 
nation  have  too  frequently,  and  always  wjthout 
fuccefs,  made  them  the  reproach  that  they  deferve 
for  their  concealment  and  the  impenetrable  myftery 
with  which  they  envelop  their  operations  and  re- 
Searches,  for  it  to  be  allowable  to  hope  that  the  voice 
of  a  foreigner,  if  ever  it  ihould  penetrate  into  the 
countingrhoufes  of  the  company,  could  induce 
them  to  reveal  to  mankind  part  of  the  common 
habitation,  the  knowledge  of  which  they  wifh,  for 
the  fake  of  their  intereft,  to  referve  exclufively  to 
tjiemfelves  *. 

After 

f  In  the  courfe  of  the  war  which  France  cirried  into  Amt' 
rica,  in  order  to  confohuate  the  independence  of  the  United 
Stalest  La  Peroufet  commanding  a  divifion  compofed  of  a  fliip 
pf  the  line  and  a  frigatCi  made  himfelf  maf.er  of  the  fettk- 
meiits  of  the  Englifh  company  in  HudJ(ttf%  Bay,,  A.mong  the 
pa]>er8  which  were  found  in  the  principalTort^  wai  the  manu- 
icript  of  a  very  intercfting  journey,  performed  in  1772*  by  Mr. 

^earne^ 
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After  having  anfwered  the  objedion  that  might. 
be  drawn  from  the  diverfity  of  languages,  againft 
the  tranfmig ration  of  the  refugees  of  Mexico  on 
the  weft  coaft  of  North  America,  1  muft  prefent 
another  which  might  apparently  feem  better 
founded  ;  but  which,  on  examination,  will  appear 
only  fpecious. 

How  happens  it,  will  it  be  faid,  that  the  refugees 
of  Mexico,  fafhioned  to  government  and  to  obe- 


i 


Hearne,  the  then  cominnndant  of  thefe  fetilemcnts.  He  hail  ' 
afcended  livers,  crofll-d  lakes,  and,  after  long  fatigues,  reached 
the  extreme  coaft  of  that  part  oi /Imerkdy  beyond  the  polar 
circle,  whence  hehad  difcoveredthe  Boreal  or  [{yperhorean  Sea, 
La  Pcroufe  was  not  willing  to  ul'e  the  right  of  conqueft  ;  he 
generoufly  reftored  to  Mr.  //IrarRf  a  work  which  he  was  pleafed 
to  confider  as  the  perfonal  property  of  tliat  commandant,  al- 
though the  journey_,had  been  performed  by  the  orders  and  at 
the  expcnfe  of  the  company  :  however  he  annexed  to  this  fa. 
vour  a  condition  to  which  Mr.  Hearne  made  no  difficulty  to 
fubfcribe;  this  was  to  engage  to  print  and  pubhih  the  journal 
of  his  voyage  as  foon  as  he  fhould  return  to  England, 

This  publication  was  a  long  time  expefttd  ;  I  have  been  told 
that  there  had  at  length  appeared  an  account  cf  Mr.  Hearne*^ 
juwrney  ;  and  no  one  doubted  that,  having  given  his  word,  he 
woild  do  honour  to  this  engagement.  Bit  has  be  been  at  li» 
herty  to  relate  all  he  faw,  to  tell  all  he  knows?  It  may  be 
permitted  to  doubt  thii;. 

I  had  this  anecdote  from  Z<i  P/rou/t  himfelf ;  and  it  moft 
probably  is  mentioned  in  the  official  difpatches  that  gave  an 
account  of  an  expedition  In  which  he  found  means  to  combine^ 
with  the  rigours  of  war  that  philanthropic  fenfibility  which, 
after  viftory,  no  longer  makes  a  didinftion  l-etween  the  vidor 
and  the  vanquilhed,  and  which,  in  the  fequcl,  procured  him  th^ 
flatteiing  and  defcrved  teftimonies  of  the  eileem  and  gratitude 
of  our  enemies, 

I.  L  4  dience, 
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dienccjaccuflomed  to  enjoy  advantages  which  refuit 
fromr  the  formation  of  large  focieties,  have  hot 
endeavoured,  after  their  difperdon,  to  afTemble 
under  a  chief,  to  form  themfelves  into  a  large 
body,  to  found  a  new  empire  from  the  wreck  of 
the  former  ?  They  had  juft  experienced  that  the 
union  of  men  into  a  large  fociety  does  not  always 
fecure  them  from  oppreflion,  and  that  there  is  to 

be  found  a  more  numerous  or  ftronger  fociety  that 
fubjugates  and  enflaves  the  weaker.  Befides,  ci- 
vilization had  not  yet  taken  deep  roots ;  the  people 
of  the  frontiers,  more  recently  annexed  to  the  em- 
pire, mufl:  have  been  civilized  at  a  later  period  than 
thofe  who  had  formed  the  nucleus  ;  and  the  Mexi- 
cans who  at  this  day  people  the  coaft,  come  from 
the  border,  fmce,  in  the  interior,  the  fword  which 
fubdued  their  country  had  deftroyed  every  thing, 
mufl:  likewife,  by  a  natural  bias,  have  returned 
fooner  to  the  ftate  of  favages  ;  for  hiftory  informs 
us  that  the  return  from  civilization  to  barba  ifm 
is  incomparably  more  rapid  than  the  paflage  from 
this  latter  ft:ate  to  the  former  j  and  in  this  feveral 
caufes  concur. 

"  In  thsfe  fmall  wiltl  .ribes,"  fays  Dr.  Forster, 
"  it  is  almoft  certain,  that  the  ftill  fmaller  fo- 
"  cieiies,  whom  navigators  have  occafionally 
found,  were  nearly  related  to  one  another  j 
which  makes  it  probable,  that  they  only  keep 
together  becaufe  they  ftili  find  fome  benefit  from 
their  union  and  mutual  aflid^nce;    and  this 
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*'  makes  the   Europeans,  who  are  ufed  to  civil 
"  fociety,  believe,   that  the  ties  of  friendfliip  and 
"blood  ftill  unite   tliemj  but  it  ii  quite  other- 
*'  wife,  for  it  is  not  the  intereft  of  favages  to  form 
**  great  bodies,  in  countries  that  are  not  rich  in 
**  food  and  animal  produdions  j  as  foon  as  they 
**  think  themfelves  ftrong  enough  to  fet  up  a  new 
family,  they  feparate  and  remove  to  parts  un- 
occupied by  other  families,  where  they  have  a 
profpeft  of  fupporting  their  wives  and  children, 
*'  and  perhaps  a  few  younger  brethren  or  fifters. 
"  This  evidently  points  out  the  true  caufe  of  the 
**  debafement  and  degeneracy   in   favages ;  they 
**  can  neither  profit  by  the  affiftance,  nor  by  the 
*'  inventions    and   improvements  of  others,    and 
*'  the  fmallnefs   of  their   numbers  affords  but  a 
"  bad  chance  for  a  multiplicity  of  inventions  or 
"  improvements.     The  inllrudions  and  good  ad- 
"  vice  of  long   experience  are  loft  to  them*  ','* 
and  there  fcarcely  remain  more  than  a  few  traits 
which  time  has  rot  been  quite  able  to  efface,  and 
the  trace  of  which,   frequently  interrupted,  and 
continued  by  conjeftures,  leads  us  partly  to   fee 
foraetimes  that  hordes,  at  this  day  difperfed,  muft, 
in  more  ancient   times,   have  belonged  to'  fome 
great  civilized  fociety  that  were  acquainted  with 
the  arts   and  had  probably  been  no  ftranfi;ers  to 
laws. 


/?.  Fujer's  Ohfcrmtlons,  page  31 
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But  if  man  emerges  with  difficulty  from  the  fa- 
vage  and  difperfed  (late,  he  is  ready  to  return  to 
it  as  foon  as  he  breaks  thofe  ties  which  detained 
him  in  a  ftate  of  civilization  :  and  the  nioft  civilized 
people  are  not  exempt  from  falling  back  into  bar- 
barifm.  Look,  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  for  the 
place  occupied  by  that  Diospolis  fo  famous,  He- 
CAToMPYLos,  Thebes,  which  opened  her  hun- 
dred gates  to  a  hundred  times  ten  thoufand  com- 
batants that  her  walls  contained ;  vifit  the  fields 
where  the  Babylon  of  SjiM:rxAMis  difplayed  her 
wonders;  thofe  where  flione  Pcalmyra,  much 
lefs  ancient  j  the  plains,  where  other  celebrated 
cities  are  hidden  under  the  grafs ;  fome  \v4iofe 
ruins  even  have  periOied  *  :  examine  the  fpecies  of 
menwho,  alieady  for  a  feries  of  ages,  inhabit  here 
and  there,  and  by  intervals,  countries  formerly  fo 
civilized,  fo  flourifliing ;  you  will  have  no  difficulty 
to  conceive  that  it  requires  not  a  fucceflion  of  time 
fo  long  as  might  at  firft  be  imagined,  to  bring  back 
men,  from  the  highefl  degree  of  civilization,  to  a 
ilate  of  barbarifm,  to  make  again  of  the  civilized 
man  a  favage ;  and  the  period  for  the  tranfition 
from  the  one  ftate  to  the  other  muft  be  the  (horter, 
as  the  civil  and  political  ftate  of  a  people  is  the 
more  new  and  the  lefs  impro\ed. 

Three  centuries  may  therefore  have  fufficed  for 
the  Mexican  of  the  frontiers,  fcarcely  freed  from 
the  ruft  of  barbarifm,  and  driven  back,  by  a  fudden 
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irruption,  towards  the  forefts  of  the  north-west 
coaft  to  have  been  reftoi  ed  to  the  primitive  and  na- 
tural (late  whence  a  civilization  hardly  iketched  out 
•was  beginning  to  make  him  emerge  *. 

The  (late  in  which  the  weft  coaft  of  North 
America  appeared  to  the  firft  voyagers  who  have 
made  it  known,  by  bringing  back  our  thoughts  to 
the  New  World,  in  general,  leads  us  to  caft  a 
rapid  glance  on  the  two  Americas,  in  order  to 
confider  them  together  in  regard  to  civilization. 

Some  philofophers  have  concluded  from  the  phy- 
lieal  ftate  of  both  Americas,  that  the  formation  of 
this  continent,  to  whatever  caufe  it  may  be  afcrib- 
ed,  was  much  lefs  ancient  than  that  of  the  continent 
which  we  inhabit:  the  denomination  of  Wew 
World  has  appeared  to  them  not  only  to  indicate 
the  recency  of  its  difcovery,  but  alfo  to  apply  to 

•  An  extraA  from  this  chapter  was  read  in  one  of  the  public 
fittings  of  the   National  Institute  :    confined  to    limits 
which  left  no  room  for  explanation,  infulated  from  the  de- 
fcriptions  of  the  north-wtjl  coaft  of  America,  which  fervc  as 
8  foundation  for  the  conjtHure  which  I  have  hazarded  refpeft- 
ing  the  manner  in  which  it  is  poflible  that  the  population  of 
this  wellern  border  of  the  north  part  of  .^^/.m^a  has  been  effcA- 
ed,  the  extrail  may  have  appeared  to  the  auditors  nothing 
ipore  than  a  fcries  of  hypothcfes  eftablifi^ed  on  a  bafe  the  folidity 
of  which  plight  be  couttfted  ;  but  I  dare  flatter  myfclf  that,  if 
the  readers  who  (hall  have  dwelt  on  the  two  preceding  Chap- 
ters, find  that  this  conjefture  is  not  fupporttd  by  convincing 
and  decifive  proofs  (and  unfortunately  written  hiftory  refufes 
them  to  us)   at  leaft  they  will  not  find  that  it  is  deftitute  of 
probahility  :  when  we  are  forced  to  walk  in  the  dark,  we  make 
ufe  of  the  blind  man's  ftick  to  feci  our  way. 
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the  period  when,  in  more  ancient  times,  it  may 
have  become  the  habitation  of  man  :  and  the  no- 
tions which  we  have  acquired  concerning  the  vari* 
cus  tribes  that  occupied  it  when  we  landed  there 
for  the  fir  ft  time,  would  feem  to  fupport  the  opi- 
nion that  has  been  formed  concerning  its  recency, 
comparatively  with  that  which  we  grant  to  our  con- 
tinent. 

If  we  are  not  difpofed  to  challenge  all  the  tefti- 
monies  of  antiquity,  we  cannot  refufe  to  believe 
that  the  Old  World  has  had  its  infancy  and  its 
adolefcence:  and,  obferving  it  in  its  progreflive 
career,  we  may  confider  it  as  in  its  maturity,  and 
forefee,  in  an  unlimited  time,  its  decrepitude  and  its 
end.  The  New  World,  like  the  Old,  muft  have 
had  its  periods.  America,  at  the  epoch  of  its 
difcovery,  appears  as  if  little  remote  from  creation,- 
from  infancy,  if  we  confider  it  in  regard  to  the  men 
by  whom  it  was  inhabited  :  the  greater  part  of  its 
people  were  ftill  at  the  point  where  our  anceftors 
and  ihofe  of  all  the  nations  at  this  day  civilized, 
were,  four  thoufand  years  ago.  Read  what  tra- 
vellers and  hiftorians  have  related  to  us  of  the  in- 
habitants of  the  New  World  ;  you  will  there  find 
the  man  of  the  Old  one  in  his  infancy ;  among, 
the  fmall  fcattered  nations,  you  will  fancy  that  you 
fee  the  firft  Egyptians,  wild  and  favage  men,  liv^ 
ing  at  random,  ignorant  of  the  conveniences  of 
life,  even  of  the  ufe  of  fire,  and  not  knowing 
how   to    form   arms  for    defending    themfelve^ 

againft 
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againfl:    the  attack  of  beafts  •  :    in  the    Pejferait 
of  Tu'RRA  DiiL  FiJLoo,  the  favage  Greeks,  living 
on  the  leaves  of  trees,  and,  as  it  were,  browzing 
on  grafs,  before   Pi:l ascjus  had  taught  the  Ar- 
cadians to   confhud    huts,  to  clothe   themfelves 
with  the  (kin  of  animals,  and  to  eat  acorns  t ;  in 
the  greater  part  of  the   favages  of  Canada,  the 
ancient  Scythians,   cutting    off  the  hair   of  their 
vanquiflicd  enemies,  and  drinking  their  blood  out 
of  their  Ikull  +  :   in  feveral  of  the  nations  of  the 
north  and  fouth,  the  inhabitant   of  the  East  In- 
dies, ignorant  of  culture,  fubfifting  only  on  fruits, 
covered  with  ikins  of  bealts,  and  killing  the   old 
men  and  the  infirm  who  could  no  longer  follow 
in  their  cxcurfions  the   reft  of  the  family  §  :   in 
Mexico,  you  will   recognize  tlic  Cimbri  and  the 
Scythians,  burying  alive  with  the  dead  king,  the 
great  officers  of  the  crown  || :  in  Peru  as  well  as 
in  Mexico,  and  even  among  the  fmall  nations, 
you  will  find  Druids,  Vates,  Eubages,  mounte- 
banks, cheating  pricfts,  and  credulous  men^:  on 
every  part  of  the  continent  and  in  the  neighbour- 
ing iflands,  you  will  fee  the  Bretons  or  Britons, 
the  Pifts  of  the  Romans ;  and  the  Thracians,  men 

■  •  Diodor.  Book  I.     Parag.  i.  Art.  3. 

f  Paufantas.  Book  VIII.  Chap  I. 

X  Herodot.  Book  IV. 

J  Ibid.  Book  111.  and  IV.—VJ.  Max.  Book  JI. 
•   II  Ibid,  and  Strabo. 

51  In  the  ancient  hiftory  of  Gaul,  In  that  of  the  Britlfli 
iflands,  and  in  all  the  hillories  of  the  ancient  times  of  Europe, 
of  the  North,  of  Afia,  &c. 
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and  women,  painting  their  body  and  face,  punc- 
turing and  making  incifions  in  their  ikin;  and 
the  latter  condemning  their  women  to  till  the 
ground,  to  carry  heavy  burdens,  and  impofmg  on 
them  the  moft  laborious  employments  *  :  in  the 
forefls  of  Canada,  in  the  Brazil,s,  and  elfe- 
where,  you  will  find  Cantabri  caufing  their  ene- 
mies whom  they,  have  made  prifoners  of  war  to  un- 
dergo torture,  and  finging  the  fong  of  the  dead 
round  the  (lake  where  the  vidlim  is  expiring  in 
the  moft  frightful  torments  t :  in  (hort,  every 
where,  America  will  prefent  to  you  the  horrible 
fpeftacle  of  thofe  human  facrificcs,  with  which 
the  people  of  both  Worlds  have  polluted  the  whole 
furface  of  the  globe;  and  feveral  nations  of  the 
New  World,  like  fome  of  thofe  of  the  Old  f, 
will  make  you  (hrink  with  horror  at  the  fight  of 
thofe  execrable  feftivals  where  man  feeds  with  de- 
light on  the  flefh  of  his  fellow-creature. 
.  The  pidlure  which  the  New  World  exhibited  to 
the  men  of  the  Old  who  difcovered  it,  therefore 
offered  no  feature  of  which  our  own  hiftory  does 
not  furnifh  us  with  a  model  in  the  infancy  of 
our  political  focieties.  America  too  muft  have 
had  her  infancy  :  but  as  the  progrefs  of  Nature  is 
uniform  in  the  formation  and  advancement  of  the 


♦  Herodot.  Book  II.  f  Straho,  Book  If. 

X  The  Irifli  and  the  Maifagetc,  according  to  Strabo,  Book 
•II — The  Scythians,  according  to  Eufcbins,  Preparat.  Evan, 
gel.  Book  II.  Chap.  iv.  and  jOthcr  people  of  the  Old  Con- 
tinent. 
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fame  fpecies,  we   muft  imagine  that   America, 
left  to  herfelf,  would  have  had  her  different  ages 
and  her  diftinft  periods.     Already  even  fome  por- 
tions   of  this   vait    country  were    beginning    to 
emerge  from  thebarbarifm  which  chara<5lerize8  the 
infancy   of  nations ;    already    in   Pi :ri;,   Manco 
Capac,  in  Mexico,  the  predeceflbrs  of  the  un- 
fortunate MoNTtzuMA,  had  fucceeded  in  afleni- 
bling   a  great   number  of  wandering  hordes,  in 
fixing  them  in  towns,  in  giving  them  a  worfhip, 
in  making  them  acknowledge  and  love  the  empire 
of  the  laws.     Shortly  would  have  been   feen  the 
proud  Chichimeques,  the  terrible  Otomies,  retired 
for  a  long  time  pad  into  the  caverns  of  the  moun- 
tains \v\yich  Mexico  has  for  limits,  where  the  pro- 
duce of  the  chace  and  a  few  wild  roots,  ftolen  from 
the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  fupport  their   exiftence, 
ferocious  men   whom  European  arms  could   not 
fubdue,  becaufe  the  conquerors  to  whom  their  ufe 
is  referved  cannot  penetrate  into  their  haunts ;  they 
would  have  been  feen  to  come  down  from  their 
mountains  inacceflible  to  all  others ;  and,  attrafted 
by  the  allurement  of  the  conveniences  and   com- 
forts of  life  enjoyed  by  the  men  of  the  plain,  gra- 
dually to  divert  themfelves  of  their  ferocity,  aad,  in- 
vincible by  force,  but  conquered  by  example,  at 
length  adopt  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  great 
people  among  whom  they    would    have  been  in- 
corporated   and    confounded.      The    empire    of 
Peru,   founded  like  that  of  Mexico,  for  two 
•  ^  ^  centuries 
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centuries  paft,  reckoned  down  to  the  period  of  the 
difcovery,  and  conftituted  on  prhiciples  little  dif- 
erent,  by  following  the  natural  declivity  and  the 
courfe  of  the  rivers,  would  have  puflied  forth 
branches  towards  the  eaft  :  and,  ftep  by  ftep,  civi- 
lization would  have  reached  thofe  ferocious  Bra- 
zilians, thofe  cannibals  fo  dreaded  by  Europeans, 
thofe  men  jealous  of  their  independence,  the  greater 
part  of  whom  have  found  means  to  withdraw 
themfelves,  and  no  doubt  for  ever,  from  the  iron 
yoke  which  ftrangers  in  taking  pofleffion  of  their 
country,  had  dared  to  prefent  to  them.  Thus,  a 
third  empire  would  have  rifen  between  the  two 
great  rivers  of  Maranon  and  La  Plata  j  and, 
at  the  fame  time  that  the  empire  of  Peru,  b^ 
extending  itfelf  to  the  north-ead  as  far  as  the  Sea 
of  the  Antilles,  would  have  had  a  communication 
with  thofe  fertile  iflands  which  fome  great  convul- 
fion  of  the  globe  appears  to  have  detached  from 
the  continent,  that  of  Mexico  would  have,  poured 
the  furplus  of  its  population  into  the  countries 
fituated  to  the  north  and  eaft  of  its  territory,  and, 
by  afcending  the  Mississippi,  might  have  been  pro- 
longed and  extended  to  the  great  lakes  and  the 
river  of  Canada.  It  may  be  ptefumed,  by  ana- 
logy with  what  has  happened  in  the  Old  World, 
that  the  fmall  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  boreat 
and  auftral  regions  would  have  fuccedively  flowed 
back  to  the  temperate  zones,  and  towards  the  bor- 
ders of  the  torrid  zone ;  and  that,  if  thofe  who  are 
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difTemiiiated  over  the  main  land  of  NdftTH  Ame- 
rica, and  to  the  extremities  of  the  Magellanic 
Land^  had  not  abandoned  their  native  country,  in 
order  to  proceed  towards  the  frontiers  of  Mhxico, 
on  the  one  handj  and,  on  the  other,  towiirds  thofe 
of  Brazil  and  Peru,  they  would  have  continued 
to  vegetate  on  the  foil  that  fed  them^  like  thofe 
little  nations  which,  on  the  Old  Continent,  Occupy 
the  parts  of  Asia  and  Europe  fituated  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  polar  circle,  the  Tfchutfchis^  the 
Samoyedes  and  the  Laplanders. 

But  the  arrival  of  the  Europeans  has  arrefted 
Nature  in  her  career^  and  condemned- America  to 
grow  old  in  a  long  infancy.     Reafon  and  huma- 
nity are  both  fhotkedj  and  in  an  e()tial  degree, 
when  we  recollect  that»  by  our  conduct,  a  great 
number  of  nations  of  that  unhappy  continent  have 
difappeared  from  the    face  of  the  earth  which 
they  were  to  (hare  with  us;  and  that  the  con- 
querors who  ravaged  the  New  World,  have  not 
made  one  effort  to  heal,  if  poffible,   the  great 
wound  which  they  gave  to  the  human  race ;  to 
introduce  among  the  people  who  have  furvived  the 
deftruftion  of  the  reft,  a  focial  government  that, 
by  recalling  them  to  the  dignity  of  man,  might 
reftore  them  to  the  love  of  life,  and  to  the  wifh 
ofprefervingand  multiplying  their  fpecies.     Every 
one  is  aftoniihed  that  the  idea  of  death  infpires  the 
ancient  Peruvian  with  no  idea  of  fear  !    He  is  » 
flave,  and  to  die,  to  a  Have,  is  but  to  ri<j^  himfelf 
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of  the  infupportable  burden  of  his  miferable  ex 
iftence. 

CBut  by  w|iat  has  the  European,  in  deftroying 
the  men  of  the  New  World,  thought  to  be  able 
to  fill  up  this  immenfe  void  ?  Jn  general,  by  fome  of 
the  refufe  of  the  focietiesof  Europe,  ikilful  in  def- 
troying,  impotent  in  creating,  adventurers  whom, 
for  the  mod  part,  their  country  had  vomited  forth 
from  her  bofom,  like  filth  which  may  taint  the  air 
by  its  fermentation,  and  which  carries  with  it  the 
germs  of  contagion.     If  you  combine  with  thefe 
impure  elements  a  few  thoufands  of  black  men 
purchafed  on  the  fands  of  Africa,  who,  bringing 
into  a  flrange  country  the  horror  of  labour  which 
is  natural  to  them,  there  adopt  all  the  vices  that 
ilavery  engenders,  and  endeavour  not  to  repro- 
duce themfelves,  you  will  have  the  fort  of  popu- 
lation that  has  fupplied  the  place  of  a  fmali  part 
of  the  primitive  population  which  the  fcythe  of  the 
Europeans  has  mown  down  in  the  two  Americas. 
It  is  not  with  new  principles  of  deftruftion  that 
this  half  of  the   earth  can  ever  repair  its  lofles, 
or  be  regenerated :   and  the  makers  of  the  New 
World  are  too  ftrong  again  ft  the  weak  American 
for  him  ever  to  be  able,  by  hinffelf,  to  break  the 
yoke  that  opprefies  him,  ever  to  clear  the  wall  of* 
brafs  which,  as  it  cannot  be  thrown   down   by 
imp6tent  and,  ere  long,  fatal  efforts,  will  con- 
Hantly  and  invincibly  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  ci- 
y'lUxaAwS  >u 


Sept.  1 79 1.]        MARCH and's  yovAOi.  531 

If  ever  a  revolution  be  effefled  in  favour  of 
America,  it  will  only  be  by  Europeans  become 
Americans ;  they  alone  will  be  able  to  reftore  her 
the  influence  which,  by  the  extent  of  her  terri- 
tory, by  her  navigable  rivers,  the  largeft  on  earth; 
by  the  variety  of  her  indigenous  produftions,  by 
her  precious  metals,  her  diamonds,  her  pearb^ 
fatal .  prefents  of  Nature  which  occafioned  all  her 
misfortunes,  (he  ought  to  have  in  the  political  aS 
well  as  (he  has  in  the  phyfical  fcale  of  the  globe. 
Who  can  forefee  and  calculate  what  will  in  ages  to 
tome  be  the  deftinyofthis  vaft  and  rich  continent 
in  the  hands  of  the  men  of  Euroi^e,  tinterprifmg 
and  infatiable  after  gold  and  glory,  who',  there 
naturalizing  themfelves,  will  naturalize  with  them 
their  arts  and  their  induftry  ! 

Bat,  till  America  has  affumed  the  rank  which 
Nature  had  marked  out  for  her,  till  one  day  per- 
haps the  New'  World,  after  having  been  long 
opprefled  by  the  Old,  happens,  in  its  turn,  to  op- 
prefs  it,  the  north-west  coaft  which  has  hi- 
therto efcaped  the  ftorms  that  have  overthrown  the 
interior  of  the  continent  and  the  eaft  fide  of  its 
northern  coads,  opens  us  a  channel  to  do  a  little 
good^  in  order  to  compenfate  in  part,  if  poilible, 
all  the  ill  which  we  have  effefted.  Unknown,  for 
.  three  centuries,  by  the  fide  of  a  land  which  faw 
its  children  deftroyed  by  the  fword  of  ftrangers 
come  from  the  eaft,  or   reduced  to  flavery  and 
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linking  in  thie  mines  under  the  weight  of  labour, 
this  privileged  coaft  owed  its  independence  to  its 
obfcurity.  Its  fituation  at  the  weftem  limit  of 
North  America,  the  rudenefs  of  its  climate,  the 
happy  privation  of  the  metals  after  which  the  Eu- 
ropean thirds,  the  character  of  its  inhabitants,  mif. 
^uftful  s^nd  brave,  the  nature  of  its  produ£lions» 
which  are  only  the  produce  of  hunting  and  fiflir 
ing — every  tiding  feems  at  this  day  likely  to  infure 
to  it  the  msiintenanpe  of  its  {iberty,  and  to  defend 
it  againft  the  ambition  of  the  conquerors.  Bqt, 
without  making  an  attempt  on  a  bleiHng  of,  which 
it  ought  to  be  jealous,  might  we  not  prefpnt  our- 
felvep  to  ^he  tribes  that  inhabit  it,  with  the  ca- 
4uceus  and  theolivp  branch  in  our  hapd ;  introduce 
among  them  the  tafte  and  pradtce  of  the  ufefu| 
arts ;  teach  them  the  ufe  of  our  implements  of 
hufbandry  ^  naturalize  on  a  foil  which  requires  only 
culture  to  render  its  fecundity  beneficifil,  the  pro. 
du^ons  which  enrich  other  p^rts  of  the  earth  fitu- 
ated  in  the  fame  latitudes ;  ellablifh  in  thefe  regions 
open  to  civilization,  in  lieu  of  the  mifery  and  vices 
which  counterafl  the  progrefs  of  half-civilized 
nations,  the  true  principles  of  focial  order,  and  a 
rational  fyftem  of  morality  and  religion ;  acquit, 
in  fliort,  towards  humanity  the  debt  of  the  nations 
who  have  got  the  ftart  of  others  in  civilization,  and 
add,  as  it  were,  a  new  people  to  the  human  race  ? 
Why  ihould  not  Europe   do  for    a  portion  of 
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America  what  Egypt  did  for  Greece  *?-t 
Would  diftance  and  danger,  which  never  ap< 
peared  obftacles  whpn  remote  lands  oOered  gold 
to  cupidity,  prefent  infurmountable  ones,  when  th^ 
queftion  is  to  ferve  humanity,  at  this  day  efpecially, 
when  the  nautical  art,  improved,  has  approximated, 
^nd,  in  a  manner,  identified  all  the  parts  of  the 
globe  ?  Let  morality,  once  put  in  practice,  then 
approximate  men  too,  all  the  children  of  the  fame 
mother  :  and,  if  to  projeds  of  beneficence  we  can 
affociate  the  calculations  of  intered,  let  us  think 
that  the  increafe  of  our  trade  and  of  our  navi- 
gation will  indemnify  our  advances,  and  repay 
our  facrifices. 

But  if  this  wifh  cannot  be  accomplifhed,  if  phi* 
l^nthropy  be  but  an  empty  word,  there  is  no  hope 

•  *•  If  we  may  rely  on  a:  uent  tradition,  the  firft  inhabit 
**  tants  of  Greece  had  no  01.1;:.  uwellings  than  deep  cavema, 
f*  and  iiTued  from  them  only  to  difpuce  with  animals  coarfe  aa4 
«*>'  fomctimes   noxious  food. 

"  The  firft  legiflators  of  the  flill  favage  Greeks  were  Egyp- 
*i  tian8>  who  had  jult  landed  on  the  coaft  of  ArgoUdes, 
**  There  they  fought  an  afylum  ;  there  they  founded  an  em- 
V  pire  ;  and  it  was,  np  doubt,  a  fine  fight  to  behold  agreftic 
**  an4  cruel  people,  approach  trembling  the  foreign  colony, 
'*  admire  its  peaceful  labours,  cut  down  their  forefts  as  old 
"as  the  woMd,  difcover  under  their  feet  an  unknown  land^ 
*f  and  rendei:  it  fertile,  fpr^ad  themfelves  with  their  flock^ 
'*  and  herds  in  the  plains,  and  fit  lengtl)  contrive  to  fpend  in 
**  innocence  pure  and  ferene  dAys."  {Foyage  Ju  jeune  /na2 
ehar/it.  Introduction,  pages  i  and  2,  vol.  i.  of  the  4to  £di« 
1^Xk^''TranJl((ted,)  » 

that 
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that  the  inhabitants  of  thofe  lands  which  extend 
over  a  border  of  about  fix  huttdred  leagues,  and 
the  fcattered  population  of  which  cannot  be  efli- 
mated  at  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  thoufand 
individuals,  can  ever  fee  aflenibled  their  too  widely 
difperfed  hordes,  which  the  diiHcuhy  of  fubfifling 
keeps  at  a  didance  from  each  other,  and  among 
vhich  the  want  of  provifions,  and  perhaps  caufes 
of  rivality  that  are  unknown  to  us,  flill  kindle  the 
flame  of  difcord  and  fotrent  external  and  inteftine 
wars.  But  at  lead;,  if  we  are  not  willing  to  do 
thefe  people  all  the  good  that  would  be  in  our 
power,  let  us  fpare  them  the  ill  for  which  we  have 
fo  many  means ;  let  us  not  endeavour  to  {^idurb 
the  peace  of  their  retreats :  and  if  commercial 
communications  be  maintaihed -'with  them,  let  us 
fet  them  the  example  of  honed  y  ;  let  us  make  it 
our  ftudy  to  render  profitable  to  them  a  traffic 
which,  by  a  conduft  well  calculate^  on  our  part, 
and  efpecially  with  moderation  and  prudence,  may 
procure  us  great  advantages. 

It  is  time  to  lofe  fight  of  the  north-west  coafl 
of  America  on  which,  perhaps,  I  have  dwelt  too 
long :  let  us  quit  it  to  rejoin  Captain  Marchand  ; 
and,  in  following  hb  route  acrofs  the  Great 
Ocean,  let  us  haften  with  kitii  to  land  on  the  Old 
Continent.  When  we  have  painfully  travelled  in 
thought  over  the  immenfe  iblitude  of  this  long 
coaft,  one  of  the  limits  of  the  New  World,  m4 
when,  \gL  collecting  the  fcattered  obje^s  which  it 
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offers  to  meditation,  we  have  feen  that  tribes,  herdi 
of  men,  fcattered  here  and  there,  difpute  their  terri- 
tory with  the  animals  of  theforefts;  when  each  of 
their  wants  can  be  fatisficd  only  by  a  vi(flory  over 
thofe  formidable  rivals,  or  by  a  conqueft  over  the 
fea  ;  when,  if  their  eyes  be  raifed  towards  heaven, 
heaps  of  froft-bearing  clouds,  prefent  themfelves  to 
their  fight  j  when  under  their  feet  is  a  land  of  ice  ;  ' 
when  around  them  rife  inacceffibie  mountains 
whofe  fummits,  confounded  with  the  clouds,  are 
enveloped  in  perpetual  fnow  j  when,  in  fliort,  ex- 
iftence  to  them  is  fupportable  only  becaufe  they 
are  happily  ignorant  of  thofe  benefits  with  which 
Nature,  a  (lep-mother  in  regard  to  them,  has  load- 
ed a  part  of  the  human  fpecies,  we  are  eager  to 
carry  back  our  imagination  towards  thofe  fortu- 
nate regions  where,  undera  beautiful  (ky,  numerous 
flocks  and  herds  afford  to  man  a  fleece  inceffantly 
reviving,  which  he  is  not  obliged  to  conquer,  and 
docile  aniutals  which  he  affociates  to  his  labours ; 
where  vaft  plains  difplay  afar  thofe  ears  bent 
under  their  own  weight,  whofe  nourifhing  grain 
infures  the  fubfiftence  of  the  year  ;  where  rich 
hillocks  expofc  to  the  fun,  which  ripens  them, 
thofe  clufters  of  grapes  whofe  fermented  juice  re- 
animates the  enfeebled  fenfes  and  revives  the  ex- 
liaufted  ftrength  ;  where,  in  Ihort,  the  labour  of 
a  few  fuffices  for  the  nourifliment  of  all.  Happy 
the  men  whom  the  eternal  difpenfer  of  good  and 
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mim  plaetd  <ii'  thefe  blefled  lands*  !  Thric^ 
happy,  if,  «p{freciating  the  bleifings  which  it  has 
pleafed  his  bounty  to  aflign  to  their  flive,  grateful 
and  moderate,  (hef  khew  how  to  be  contented  and 
enjoy !  ,And  if,  agitated  by  infatiable  avidity, 
blinded  by  ambition,  flill  more  infatiable,  ani- 
mated by  veng^tfice,  ibccited  by  haired,  and  call- 
ing in  againft  themfelves  difcord,  war,  and  death, 
they  did*not  convert  into  fields  of  carnage  and  de- 
foladon,  thofe  lands  which  were  abandoned  to  the 
labour  of  their  arms  for  the  purpofe  of  maintain- 
ing their  fleeting  exiftence  !  Why  mud  the  fage, 
condemned  to  be  the  witnefs  of  their  h6micidal 
rage,  if  be  be  not  its  vidim,  have  in  the  courfe  of 
ages,  had  tq  often  to  regret  that  his  dcfliny'had 
not  rather  thrown  him  into  the  midft  of  fome 
one  of  thofe  tribes  which,  having  to  defend  them- 
felves only  againd  bears,  find  in  thefe  formidable 
neighbours,  enemies  lefs  dangerous,  lefs  ferocious 
than  men! 


•  «*  Ofortutialos  mimunit  fua  ft  lona  nSrini 
qu'ibiu  ipfa 


;**  Fun£i  hmmfactUm  viQum  ju/li^kia  ttllu*  f 
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«*  Thrice  hsppy  fwraini,  whofe  genuine  plearurea  blefi, 
**  If  they  but  knew  and  felt  their  happinefs. 
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«*  Earth  with  falubrioua  froiti  fupports  their  life/ 

Wahtoh. 
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